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1EPAf~'!{EN'!.' OF THE AIR YCiC!: 
~UA~E:RS 35th TACTICAL FlGllrEf. .. 1:NG (PACAF) 

AN S P..N JIfI !\HeISCC 96321 

\~elcOll16 to fllan Rang Air Bass: We an I!lad to haft you with us. You are 
ncr" a member of the USAF first te8l'll. In this theater there is an urgent 
Med fol" the qw.lities and the talents that you bring to Phan Rang Air 
Base. .. 

You are in Vietnlll'll for a $?Pcisl re3scn; we are at war. Today, our nation 
and all ot us aM!' bfti:>g tested by Ii strong. tenaoiollB enemy. He is orean­
illed, trr.ir,ad and skilled in a strange k:l.nd of warfare. our ad..-ersary 
feellS time is on his side, and eventuslly we will tire and withdraw fr(lll 
Vietna.-n. There can be no ,,-=. ::hdrllt;"nl because thfl problem will continue to 
follew' us if we retreat, and the ;>utcOIIIe h~re effects the future of ,\mericans 
and free men everywhere, 

As t:he ','ing C_nder. I insist upon high stan<iard8 in the performance of 
yOur assigiled duties. Each of you must do your part in IUint.aining these 
high 'standards. There must be ne "weak links" in the performance of our 
duties .. The I'ISnner in whi·::h you perfol"l!l your duties will have a direct 
bearing on the success or failure in accauplisr.ing our assigned mission. 
Dedicate yourself to your job. It ia :I.DIp<Irtant that you follow established 
policies and use the advice am assistance available to you. 

III your contacts li"i th the Viet_se people. nevcr discrodit the \in! ted 
States or cNate ill-feelir.g that lllight hinder the accOIIIpllshment of our 
.!ssion. Try to understand and be tolereat. ot local Cli.5ttWl an<i practices. 
just as you would expect ot.her~ t.e. be of oure. i1e lIIust I'lurrt.ain cordial 
relationahips with the local civilian aoo IIlilltar-y cOlllllluni ties. Each in­
dividual's oonduct renect.s on the United States, so be very sure the imagfl 
that you create is one of which every Aaerican cat) be proud. UII8 court.esy 
am good c~on sellG~ in your ever,ydaydf>ailngs \ll.th .,t.herD. 

I sinc&rely hope that you will enjoy ~at 5UOCeG~ in your ne~ assigr..ent 
with us. 

,~ 4lU'I/M ~y/.; 0£ ... :(.",.-~ .. 
. '. '!!ERIIIl0:'f F - \lI!.;.tW.5, Colenel, USAF 
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THE 35th TACTICAL P'IGHf'ER WING 

The 35th Tactical fighter Wing. located at Phan Rang .lB, Republic 
of Vietns., consists of three squadrons of F-loo Supersabre jet fighter 
aircraft, one squadron of B-57 Canberra jet tactical bombers and the 
Nmber :1 Squad:on of the Royal Australian Air Force,vhich is attached 
to the 35th Wing for operational purposes. 

The Wi ng has tenant uni ts of the 315th Air Caanando Wing (C-l:13 
Provider aircraft). Flight B of the 14th Air Commando Squadron (AC-47 
Dragollllhips), and Detachment 1 of the 504th Tactioal Air Control Group 
which conduet.s an 0-2 Forward Air Controller (FAC) Training School. 

Station!!; naa~ the oase is the 1st Battalion of the 101st Airborne 
Division and elEments of t.he Republic of Korea Whitehorse Division. 

Most of the JUssions flown by the 35th TFIl are of the c lac,!! ,nT support. 
type and are conducted to destroy enemy forces and facilities in the 
Republic of Vietl'llllll. Since lIIoving to Phan Rang in October 1966, the 35th 
hu provided air support for alaost every aajar ground operation conducted 
by allied forces. In lllany instances, the Wing's pilots have been responsible 
for inflicting great losses on the enemy and on repeated occaSions, have 
saved the lives of friendl7 forces. 

Phan !lang is a relatively new base. The site was selected for an Air 
Force base in the late stnller of 1965 because of t he good all-around 
nying conditions found here. Most of the initial construction work was 
done by the 62nd ArlllY Engineering Battalion, ~ civilian contractor, RMK­
BRJ, aml the 554th Civil Engineering Squadr",1 (RED HORSE). The first 
tignter aircraft arrived here in March, 1966 and the first Phan Rang 
combat sortie was nown in the same month by an F-4c Phantom of the 
389th TFS. j66th Tactical Fighter Wi~g. 

The aircraft assigned to the 35th TFIl began arriving at Phan Rang 
in July 1966, and in October ot that year. the 35th replaced the )66th TFIl 
as host unit. 

The 35th was first fOrllled And activated at Moffett Field, Cal If. 
1940 and was originally designated the 35th Pursuit Greer- '--,' t, ~c::ptor I' 
The Group entered World War II in 1941 and was bas~d ~'HS~ 10 Australia 
and later in India. 

• In May, 1942, under a new designation as the 35th ':1 "h' ',r ,}r oup, 
the unit served in ccnbat with the Fift.h Air F·:>rce ',pe'.;' ,0" f"rm'l bo""" 
in Australia, New Guinea, Owi, Morota! and t.he Phil ~ "' .. c:,,', The f;roup W." 

equipped with P-38s and P-39s and later with P-u7s an"; Ii naIL" '''' t.h P·<ls, 
At the end of the war in 1945 they were moved to Japsn as p1rt , ,), tl-jc 
Far East Air Forces. 
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In January 1950. the Qroup was redesignated the 35th Fighter 
Tnt,e"'ceptor Group and was equipped with F-80 Shooting Star jet fighters. 
1 ne,v entered cOinbat in the Korean War in July of that same year. 

The Group vas transferred without personnel and equipment to Japan 
in 1951. There it was remanned and equ1'!)ped With F-5ls and F-80s. In 
1955, it converted to F-86s and was subsequetll.LY placed on the inactive 
roles of the Air Force. ','" .< 

On April 8. 1966, the 6252nd TFW at Da Nang Air Base, Republic of 
Vietnam, was redesignated the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing. B-57 Canberra 
jet bombers of the 8th and 13th TBS and F-4c PhantOins of the 390th and 
480th Tactical Fighter Squa'lrons, b<abed and strafed military targets 
both north and south of the 17th parallel. In addition, the two F~4c 
squadrons had a number of MIG Id 11s to their credit, i ne 1 u'Ji ng all the 
MIG-21s downed during tllB early part of the war. 

The 35th T'~ deSignation was then moved to Phar. rtang Air Base on 
October 10, 1966, ,here 1 t bas continued to operate With its three squadrons 
of F-IOO Supersabre jet fighterl!', the 614th, 615th and 35200 Tactical 

'Fighter Squadrons) and two squadrons of B-57 Canberras, the 8th Tactical 
Bcnb Squadron (now a consolidation of the 8th and 13th 'rBS) and the N\Jllber 
2 Squadron of t he Royal AlII!Itralian Air Force. 

THE 315th AIR C()1J<.ANDO ·.m:G 

Phan Rang Air Bace also supports the _n and aircraft of the 315th 
Air COftIIando Wing which bas its headquarters and three of its C-123 Provider 
squadrons here: the 309th, 310th and 311 th Air Co'''''ando Squadrons. 

The Wing arrived here in July of 1967 after being scattered at bases 
allover South Vietnam. The 315th ACW is responsible for air resupply and 
troop transfer allover South VietnaM. Also, the wing supplies the aircraft 
for paradrop of IIIElU and supplies in Blllergency conditions and in haZardous 
terrain. Daily,thousands of pounds of supplies and aJIIIIunitior: are'shuttled 
to far flung outposts throughout the battle zones of Vietnam. 

FLIGHT 'B' 14th AIR CGlMI\NDO SQUADRON 

Flight B, 14th Air COIlIII!ando Squadron,with AC-I.7 Dragonships,arrhed 
in January, 1968, to begin operations of providing air support for Phan 
Rang and the local area. These aircraft provide flare-drop and mini.gun 
support for local ground forces. Around these parts, they;re known as 
'Ole Spooky'. 

THE 504th TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT GROUP 

The Detachment #1, ,04th Tactical Air Support Group (TASG) joined 
the growing faMily of units at Phan Rang in February, 1968. The detachment 
operates the Theater Indoctrination School (TIS) for all Forward Air 
Controllers (FAC) reporting for duty in SEA, At the school all FAC pilots 
receive proficiency training in the 0-1 'Bird Dog' and 0-2A 'Super Sky Master.' 

(3) 



\ 

'-"" 

THE 38th AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUAIltON 

The Detac~nt 11. 38th Aerospaoe Resoue &: Reoovery Squadron arrived 
at Phan Rang in March. 1966. The detac~nt provides _rgene:r rescue 
and recovery for dovned pilots and stranded wounded. The H11-43 Huskies 
are also used to medevac patients in field hospitals and local. base 
dispensaries to larger IIIBdioal facilities where major medical clIISes can 
be treated properl:r. 

SMIARY 

Phan Rang Air Base bas eDrlllplitied the trEllllendous growth which is 
;' . Been at installations all ove,. Southeast Asia. Its natural advantages 

\ 

include the 1II0st favorable year-round fiying weather in South Vietn •• 
The continued developlllent of' this base has produced ao Air Force facillt:r 
capable of supporting various lllissions. 

Living conditions are good. You'll find noae better 1n V1etna. More 
mles of paved roads crisscross this base than are seen on .. oat ot the 
other air bases in Vietna COIIIbined. 

Phan Rang has been named by 7t.h Air Force as the 'Best Base III 
Vie4:.naa', and tries to li ... up to that title. "B .. - \I(~,:,'i 'fl\~t OQ. ..,~ ~ 
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