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lalcome to Fhan Fang Air Bass! We are ¢lad to have you with us, You are
now a member of the USAF first team. In this theater there is an urgent
nzed for the qualities and the talsnts that you bring to Phan Rang Air

mse1 ,

You are in Vietnam for a sperlzl reascn; we are at war. Today, our nation
and all of us are baing tested by a strong. tenacious enemy. le is organ-
ised, trairad and skilled in a strange kind of warfare. Ouwr adversary
feels time is on his side, and eventually we will tire and withdraw from
Vietnam. Tnere can be no withdrawal because the procblem will continue to

follew:-us if we retreat, and the outcome here effects the future of Americans
and free men everywkere.
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As the Wing Commander, I insist upon high standards in the performance of
your assigned duties. Each of you must do your part in maintaining these
high standards. There must be nc "weak links" in the performance of our
duties. . The manner in whizh you perform your duties will have a direct
bearing on the success or failure in accamplishing our assigned mission.
Dedicate yourself to your job, It is important that you follow established
policies and use the advice and assistance avallable to you.

In your contacts with the Vietnamese pecple, never discrodit tne inited
Staztes or create ill-feelirg that might hinder the azcomplishment of our
mission. Try to understand and be tolerent of local custcins and practices,
Jjust as you would expect others tc be of ours, e must maintain cordial
relationships with the local civilian and military communities. Sach in-
dividual's conduct reflects on the United States. sc be very sure the image
that you create is one of which every American can be prcud, Use courtesy
and good casmon sense in your everyday deaiings wath others,

I sincerely hope that you will enjoy preat success in your new azsigrmen?
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THE 35th TACTICAL FIGHTER WING

The 35th Tactical Fighter Wing, located at Phan Rang AB, Republic
of Vietnam, consists of three squadrons of F-100 Supersabre jet fighter
aircraft, one squadron of B-57 Canberra jet tactical bombers and the
Number 2 Squadron of the Royal Australian Air Force,which is attached
to the 35th Wing for operztional purposes,

The Wing has tenant units of the 315th Air Commando Wing (C-123
Provider aircraft), Flight B of the lhth Air Commando Squadron (AC=L47
Dragonships), and Detachment 1 of the SOLth Tactical Air Control Group
which conduets an 0-2 Porward Air Controller (FAC) Training School.

Statione ! near the base is the 1lst Battalion of the 10lst Airborne
Division and elements of the Republic of Korea Whitehorse Divisfon.

Most of the missions flown by the 35th TFW are of the close air support
type and are conducted to destroy enemy forces and facilities in the
Republic of Vietnam, Since moving to Phan Rang in October 1966, the 35th
has provided air support for almost every major ground operation conducted
by allied forces. In many instances, the Wing's pilots have been responsible
for inflicting great losses on the enemy and on repeated occasions, have
saved the lives of friendly forces,

Phan Rang is a relatively new base. The site was selected for an Air
Force base in the late summer of 1965 because of t he good all-around
flying conditions found here, Most of the initial construction work was
done by the 62nd Army Engineering Battalion, « civilian contractor, RMK-
BRJ, and the 55Lth Civil Engineering Squadrua (RED HORSE). The first
fignter aircraft arrived here in March, 1966 and the first Phan Rang
combat scrtie was flown in the same month by an F-4C Phantom of the
389th TFS, 366th Tactical Fighter Wing,

The aircraft assigned to the 35th TFW began arriving at Phan Rang
in July 1966, and in October of that year, the 35th replaced the 366th TFW
as host unit.

The 35th was first formed and activated at Moffett Field, Calif,
1940 and was originally designated the 35th Pursuit Sroun “7-~-orecpior,.
The Group entered World War II in 1941 and was based tirsi 1n Australia
and later in India,

, In May, 1542, under a new designation as the 35th “ish*er Sroup,
the unit served in combat with the Fifth Air Force wpe-aine from barn-
in Australia, New Guinea, Owi, Morotal and the Fhillu.n-s. The group wa-
equipped with P=38s and P-39s and later with P-L7s and finaliy with P-Sls,
At the end of the war in 1945 they were moved to Japzan as part o. the
Far Zast Air Forces.
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In January 1950, the Qroup was redesignated the 35th Fighter
Tnterceptor Group and was equipped with F-80 Shooting Star jet flghters
1ney entered combat in the Korean War in July of that same year.

The Group was transferred without personnel and equipment to Japan
in 1951. There it was remanned and equipped with F=Sls and F-80s. In
1955, it converted to F-86s and was subsequenuLv placed on the inactive
roles of the Air Force.

On April 8, 1966, the 6252nd TFW at Da Nang Air Base, Republic of
Vietnam, was redesignated the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing, B-57 Canterra
jet bombers of the 8th and 13th TBS and F-4C Phantoms of the 390th and
1;80th Tactical Fighter Squa-irons, bombed and strafed military targets
both north and south of the 17th parallel. In addition, the two FelC
squadrons had a number of MIG kills to their eredit, including all the
MIG~21ls downed during the early part of the war.

Mhaan T T

The 35th T*W designation was then moved to Pharn Hang Air Base on
October 10, 1966, :here it has continued to operate with its three squadrons
of F~100 Supersabre jet fighters; the 61lth;, 615th and 352nd Tactical

‘Fighter Squadrons, and two squadrons of B-57 Canberras: the 8th Tactical

Bamb Squadron (now a consolidation of the 8th and 13th TBS) and the Number
2 Squadron of the Royal Australian Air Force.

THE 315th AIR COMNANDO WING

Phan Rang Air Bare also supports the men and aircraft of the 315th

.Air Commando Wing which has its headquarters and three of its C=123 Provider

squadrons here: the 309th; 310th and 311th Air Co'mando Squadrons.

The wing arrived here in July of 1967 after being scattered at bases
all over South Vietnam. The 315th ACW is responsible for air resupply and
troop transfer all over South Vietnam., Also, the wing supplies the aircraft
for paradrop of men and supplies in emergency conditions and in hazardous
terrain, Daily,thousands of pounds of supplies and ammunitior are shuttled
to far flung outposts throughout the battle zones of Vietnam.

FLIGHT 'B' 14th AIR COMMANDO SQUADRON

Flight B, l;th Air Cammando Squadron,with AC-lL7 Dragonships,arrived
in January, 1968, to begin operations of providing air support for Phan
Rang and the local area. These aircraft provide flare-drop and mini-gun
support for local ground forces. Around these parts; they‘re known as
t0le Spooky'.

THE SOLth TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT GROU?

The Detachment #1, 504th Tactical Air Support Group (TASG) joined
the growing family of units at Phan Rang in February , 1968, The detachment
operates the Theater Indoctrination School (TIS) for all Forward Air
Controllers (FAC) reporting for duty in SEA. At the school all FAC pilots

receive profieciency training in the 0-1 *Bird Dog' and 0=2A 'Super Sky Master.'
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THE 38th AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON

The Detachment #1, 38th Aerospace Rescue & Recovery Squadron arrived
at Phan Rang in March, 1966, The detachment provides emergency rescue
and recovery for downed pilots and stranded wounded. The HH-L3 Huskies
are also used to medsvac patients in field hospitals and local base
dispensaries to larger medical facilities where major medical cases can
be treated properly.

SUMMARY

Phan Rang Air Base has exemplified the tremendous growth which is
secen at installations all over- Southeast Asia, Its natural advantages
include the most favorable year-round flying weather in South Vietnam,
The continuwed development of this base has produced an Air Force facility
capable of supporting various missions,

Living conditions are good. You'll find none better in Vietnam. More
miles of paved roads crisscross this base than are seen on most of the
other air bases in Vietnax combined.

Phan Rang has been named by 7th Air Force as the 'Best Base In
Vietnam', and tries to live up to that title, B.- \)'\uli fnu on m TNW
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