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Your tour of duty with the United States Army, Vietnam, is ended. May 
your trip home and reunion with family and friends be the . pleasant, 
happy OccaSlOn you have anticipated. You go home with my best wishes. 

As veterans of this war, you can now look back with perspective on your 
expenences and know the trying and difficult tasks inherent in fighti:ng to 
protect the freedom of peace-loving people against Communist invaders. 
You know of the local Viet Cong terrorists who kill and maim their own 
neighbors, and appreciate the terror and destruction they spr e ad. Having 
served here, you understand better than many of our countrymen the 
meaning of aggre ssion against South Vietnam. 

You have fought be side soldiers of the Armed Forces of the Republic of 
V,etnam and many other nations in a commOn struggle. Yo u have been 
more than just a combat ally to the South Vietnamese soldier. Many of 
you have worked with his pe ople in hamlet improvement and pac ification 
programs and been looked upon as a teac her and builder as well as a 
fighter. ' 

People at horne will want to hear your story of the war. Tell it. Whether 
you served in a c ombat or combat support role, part of your story is 
reflected m the pages of this magazine. I hope this publication will serve 
to as sist you. 

I extend my 
in Vietnam, 

.' 

sincere appreciation for your help in accomplishing our task 
and my thanks for a job well done. Good lu ck in the future. 

~. 
General, nited States Army 
Commanding 

Winter 1968 

TOUR 365 
USARV Returnee Magazine 

The loss of South Vietnam would set in motion 
a crumbling process that could, as it progressed, 
have consequences for us and for freedom. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
1959 

... the United States is determined to help Viet­
nam preserve its independence, protect its people 
against Communist assassins, and build a better life 
through economic growth. 

President John F. Kennedy 
1961 

The central issue of the conflict there is the ag­
gression by North Vietnam against the brave and 
independent people of South Vietnam. If that ag­
gression is stopped, the people and government of 
South Vietnam will be free to settle their own fu­
ture-and get on with the great tasks of national 
development. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
1965 

TOUR 365 is an authorized publication of the United States Army, Vietnam. It is published under the sup' 
ervision of the Information Office. USARV, APO San Francisco 96375, for distribution to U. S. Army Returnees 
upon completion of their tour in the Republic of Vietnam. 
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Vietnam In Retrospect 

To understand the 'war it lS bes t to uMl ers tand Vietnam's pas t. The Vielllamesc peoplc have been s truggling for in­dependence for nearly 2.000 years. 
After eenturie~ of Chinese domination, the invaders were driven from the Red River D elta in 938 A.D. at the battle of Baeh Dang. Chi nese attempts t o retake the area were repelled. In 946. though by no means oul of danger from the Cwnese, an independent Viet nam became a reality. Wilb the exception of a 20-year interlude of Chinese re­oc'cupatioll in the earl y 15th Century, Vietnam remained independent for the nex t 900 years . 

The Ly Dyoasty, established in 1009, was the 6rs1 great Vie tna mese dynasty and, after an interval of confusion, ushered in a period of population growth, cultural develop­ment , territorial expan~ion, prosperity and s tability. The Ly rulers gave the government the form it retai.ned until the F rench conques t in thl! 19th Century. The ro le of nnperor wa~ uominant. He ,,,,as the father of the nation-familY-lhe absolut e temporal monarch io whom aU power of state res id ed. And he was the religious head of the realm acting as intermediary between it and heaven . A civil bureaucracy. caIleJ the mandarinate, performed the functions of alimini:o:tering the country. In mid-1 3th Ccntury Kuhlai Khan tried to invade Dai-Viet , as Vietnam was then caUed. Three times his armies '''ere 

repelled , the las t time in 1287 uoder General Tean Hung Dao. The Vietnamese realized that their independenee and survival depended on their relation5hip with China. Kno'~·­ing their own weakness and making the appropriate gesturcs to the Chincse, the Vi et name~c were allowed to I!njoy the maximum degree of independence, but always as a trihulaey s tate to China. 

THE EUROPEAN INFLUENCE 
European inftu enee reaehed Vietnam in 1535 when Portu­gese Captain Anton.io de Faria arrived in Da ~ang Ba~' . Foe a century the Portugese dominated commerce in Vietnam. Confronted by a sl rongly organ ized state power a011 a ",, 0-phisticated officialdo rn ~ t hey were uoable to impose their will on the Vietnamese. as they bad the Wes t Indians. The 6rst Catholic missionaries entered Vietnam during Ihe 16th Century. After the d ecl ine in trade, they remained almost the only E u_ropeaos in the country. Confucian­orien ted officials had thei r misgiv ings about the new religion_ They s uspected it as the forerunner of conqu es t, and feared i ts effcct upon the traditional order which had bcen the foundation of the s tate for eenturies. 'rto"1issiona.ry ac tivities s pread . despite a loosely enforced ban. Christ ianity wa~ embraced by a substantial portion of thc Vietnamesc population oycr the years . 

The cathedral at Toy Ninh is the Holy See of the Coo Dai Church. Founded in 19'26, Coo Daism is a blend of Buddhism, Confucianism and Christianity, the major religions of Vietnam. 
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Rice Farmi n g 

THE FRENCH ARRIVE 
T oward the m iddle of the 1 9tth tCo·enttaukrcY lp~:~~~::e a:t~~~t:~ f tl over nmen . in France or . . \c g V. Thi~ pressure reslilted from es ta blish a posHlon O l~ J e~na :~ean n ~tion s ",'ere establishing ~ n'ATY, .of lhdeaPdoc:~:e ~~ ' pe;ote~~ missio na ries \\'ho ",'c rC . at tilDes, III 5 13 an . 

lwing per:o:c ,' utt"d. d I "t ' of Da 1'\ang and in I 1858 thc F rench capture t \e Cl }. , n . B J nf' the Vietnamese cour July 1861 th t:y t.ook Saigon . ad':ce~t arf'a III the F rench and al Hue cnl . · 'I . ~ at ~OIl aud . ~!:~ l~\ 1867 the ",e ... tern par t of l~e a .... rf· j:fl to pay al\ IIHlentlll , k ' as COChHl " d I . .. \exed and the area no'" n ~ ,,"th crn e 'f! "a, anl. . , . f Vil-Inam) ,,'as uwler China (Ihe extre u.lf' ~outhern portIOn 0 
French control. h F I ex panded their cou teol F h t 30 l'ears t C renc 1 h or t c ncx b d .' Nor t h and Sout over a ll of I ndochin a , or '~' at to ay is 
Viet nam, Laos al~d. Cambodia. f French Ind ocbiua was TI b <·c political st ructure 0 . 11'": a ~ 1 Elf V· tau's three re(Mons , .. 'cre I d b 1900 ac 1 0 Ie n i b' comp d

l
•
te 

pa rY. tell' ~lthouO"h basic policy decisions ,",'ere maJe trea tc lit' < 0 

-ill Pari ~ . d the mandarinate rc,najncd in hoth central TIll' 1 :lthllp e\~ .or ao . Cochiu China was administl'r('d dircctly d lIor H'tnam ~ 
. d· an I F h Tile old stru cture of government rema~n~ , h y tiC rr nc .. . . . made b, Feeoch auth ontles . bo ",'c ,·,··r a lll,I)<l I'H 0I I"'(:I:-lOn5 were . 1 d · ate , . I· I h pcror .. all' Ulan ann , Fn~ lI ch rlllt· rl e lDora ):1.'-'- t eem . .. h' self-secker~ and vt·" mcn. ten?,o;! 10 lulr n ., I :

em 1I~~: harl profound e~ouoru i.c cffec t:::. on frcoc h cO onlau~ Ol a - , · f · tl-b. . Ab"t· .. lt·,- O"'ner:o: hip ~rcw as lar ;:!e sca e age,' .. 1. 
1 c re" IUIi . . . d P us · le t -I C I I ber pla lLtatlon~ appt·are. r05pero d tura a ll.' r u I . I . . d ",ore an d more of the Ian f' Cl tl t"' , an name!)e InoveJ Into t \ _I d· ~ not ow n it. LaelJ"escale canal ' 11 d bv peasant~ \'0 10 In 

t:> I 

THE RISE OF NATIONALISM E I . I 20th Century nati onali :O: l Illo v em enl s bq!an to ar y In. t .l~ amon' ~ urban inle ll cc tuab . '\um e-rOliS de,"elop , 100nuily . ~ developed h O"""e , "er mos t were a n li-Feen:h ~.e:~e~~S;~::~I~~o well-d c fin·~ d pnlili~a l objecti ' c.!" l oo~elYd orc:.
ntt 

o f Ihe elandt!s t inc nal iulI <l. li :O:l 100' (· m en.[ III ea e rs IP. 1I k ove r h, lhe llidoehllle"c Vietna m was eventu8 Y Dtu cn C ,,50·1\ Dan!!). Formcd C "!5 t Party {Don " uong Oil.. . . I OiOmUlll . . · 1930 .D 
· t d <evenil cxi ... tillf! in,I'·I":lI r (' Ilt . H Ko ng In It unl e .-, \ ' JO o n~ ' d t I arJ' rship of \!.!U " ·11 .~I Communi ", t g roups un, er t.' c . e I . - • Quoe-Iater kno"'" as Ho Chi (\'1lOh . ) JAPANESE OCCUPATION (1940-194,5 

Whe n France fcll t o Germany in June of 1940. the \· l C " ~· edcd to the demands of lil t: Japaflf""'"t"-. All (If gove rnLOcnt ae~ e und er Jap r. np ... c C( 11i1 rl,t ho\\t·\c t· l.ILC F rench ]ndo~~lna c~m . ermitt C" tl 11) (I.ma;1I in' Itt"! ,,·tth Fre nch adflll~H!) tralloo '~as <.p b . , nadl"' h C- IWC"PII " "I"'althy n . lu ceatLvc agree ment::; e lng f ' . ma)' . _ . V' lnam and th e OCCUP\' Hl~ for cl· ... Frcnch Intcrest ::. In Ie . I d ' I· la t M ,,·hile H o Chi Mi nh harl hccome th e- \'a LIIl! oa. 10 1 f ~an fi ' . V·· t m Ii i". pa ri " adlll'",,1 a p nl l( · ~· 0 I"t a l <lure In te na. '. ~ I po I IC .'1:1 • I , 11 on_Co mmunis t" natio nali.'::l :- , 0 JT oa( o:n eollaboratwn W i t 1 ~ . n
l 

I f ;,c activili,". Thi.;: uu it ed h . I and polltlca lase 0 . < • I t c SOCia . k . ' . th e Vietn a m Indepen( (·II(·Y f ' zatlon wa'" -no,l!l as . h rvnt orgallL . D· L D 'I ' nil) or th ... Vi (~ l \ 'ILII . L (V · t "\ a m oc alJ ong l ' I -, ';.li'l'" I t': - . V: :\1" I - .. to form (J ucr -O~e of the fir""1 aCllo.no: I)~ ,hI' ~;-I ~.~~~' c\~a(;ia) . opc r~ ting ·Ua han d~ und-cr tilt"" dl rec t wn of o . c . I rl F .h ~I . . • l •. rrit t}f\' a lai n"l the Japanese an re liC, . In \il e lnalO n ·c . . . ~ . \ I ' 1941 tht' aCII,'ilie'" Oflhe AlthouJ.!h Ho Chi }hnh ,,'as )al C{ I", ' . I" ' . Ho . h . d \l':o rkin rr In na lul na I , t ~UI :- I. ":re t . ~I'ln ,con \.· 'tnhue~c·d the o r"a~izalion of Comllluni!;1 nil,. e llec t . .... c " 5 rcn. t:" 
Ihrouyh"',,t Vi,·tnam. n D · f . u the fr(,llch c 194· E lperor ao al . paTIllo 10 Augus t, ,)'J n deed abdicated hi" thrOIlt' would rcturn once apan su rren C • 

wa!; tt . e I . I \1 kon' Delta to exploit rice pro( uc-sr:-;telOiiBwerbe dllgl"'2tOlt~ ·C:ntu~v the French had managed to lion. y t e ear y - . 
p rod uce a r ic~ surplus. ennea lerl the country, es pe-European .deits aod cult.ure I~ . ' W C"' lern thought also . II tl mandarll\ c a "'I: I :'O . -' . • I cta y a mong le ' ng Vie tn amese natlona -s timulated anothcr ruovement- growl 
ism. 

The stern faces of victor and vanquished are shown hin 
this photo, taken shortly after the fall of D,en B,en P u. 



The Geneva Canference opens in April , 1954. Nego/ia/ions on Indochina began May 8 , the participants included 
Communis/ China , Laos, Cambodia, South Vi e /nom, and Nor/h Vie/nam. 

alHI hallt!t:; ll over 1'0\'Tr 10 I-Iu elli ' -li nh. French Ir OOp,io; 

Wt: rt~ o nce a~aill in "it-I nam ill Sf'I'I(,lIlhcr. 
The Vie t Minh and Frc" · I conJu elcd ncgo ti.aLi()n ~ [or a 

y(' ar ill an dTorl 10 a,.:-.utt :-.O llll' form of ind cpcmJ enc(' for 
Vit·tHam. lJy DccI'II! lwr 1916, tl .. · Vic t Minh decided th at 
the onl~ · \\;IY 10 Llc lti !.::\"(· an infl"IH>ndcnl Vi{,lnanl won; through 
a ''" \\' 3 r of libe ra tion:' 

Fo r tilt; next ciJ.;hl yca rs the F rench fot)~h t th.- Vic t Minh . 
011 ~I ay 7. J954 'he F rench arm y W8.'; tl rci.;ivcly defeated at 
Dien Dicn Phu. 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 
Tht, da y a fl.cr t ill ' ha-ule of Die n Bien Phu the Gen eva 

Conference turned i ts a tteJltion t o tbe French-Indoch ina 
War. T hc confere nce had been ca lled fJY the Big Four to 
discm·:- the. Korean and J nduehina prohlems. 

T he <Jgrcement reached for Vic tnam fixed a provisional 
demarcat ion line rough ly alon g the 17th paralle l and provided 
for t he tOla l evaeuation o[ Frenell mili ra r y forces, as well as 
th e r emova l o f Viet Minh forces from the Soutb. Freedom of 
movement between til e two sec tions was guaranteed [or 300 

d ays. An International Co ntrol Commission was formed to 
s upe r vise the truce ag reement~. i ts members coming from 
Canad a , (nd ia and Poland . Fi nally a provision \,"as made 
for Ilw h olding of g(' lI eral elections I hroughout Vie tnam in 
1956. 

Thc French proceed cd to hand OVe r the controls alll1 
adminis tration t o the non-Commun ist Viet.namese " ith Iheir 
eapita1 in Saigon . In Ha noi, Ho began the tota l com­
munization of thc nation north of the 17th paralJeL H e late r 
turned his attention southward. 

Oe"' l' ilc the eea:-'I'- fire ag ree ment, a \.;cll-organized Viet 
Minh underground '.;a~ deliberately left hehind in the south . 
Thi:o; underground lH't,,,"o rk formed Ihe nucleus of suhsequent 
Communist insurgency~ originated in Hanoi a nd direc ted 
aga ill !-\ f the Saigon {;overnment. 

Vietnam was le ft divided-the South had a pro-Wcs lcrn 
governmen t struggling to cs tablish a nou·Communist soeic t ~' . 
In tbe North tIo Chi Minh ,,,as busy organizing a Communist 
s tate whi ch would be the base [or the r ea liza t ion of his ulti­
m ate dream o f a unifi ed Comm unis t Vietnam. 
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1954-1961 

Years of Trial Yeals of Decision 

The result of tbeGeneva Accordsof 1954 was the creation of 
a North aod South Vietnam.AJtbough the United States was 
not an active partieipot.nt in bringing about the end of the 
Indochina War, our government worked quietly behind the 
scenes. 

At tbe same time groundwork for the South East Asia 
Treat'- Organization (SEATO) was being laid. In September 
the t;eaty was signed in ManiJa. South ·Vietnam waS in­
cluded in the treaty as a "protocol slate" with the signatories 
accepting the obligation, if asked by the government of South 
Vietnam~ to take action in response to armed attack against 
South V.ietnam and to consult on appropriate measures if 
South Vietnam " 'ere subjected to subversive activities. 

President Eisenhower instituted economic aid for the new 
country in late ]954 and tbus bcgan aetive American interest 
in South Yictnam. 

To understand the events following we must look at tbe 

President Ngo Dinh Diem 
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Ho Chi Minh 

development of Nortb Vietnam; the ri se of tbe Viet Cong and 
tbeir assistance from tbc North; and tbe increased economic 
and military aid to tbe South furni shed by tbe United States. 

Ho Chi Minb began an immediate consolidation of forces. 
Many Communists moved north of tbe 17th parallel-an 
estimated 90,OOO-while thousands of selected party memhers 
were ordered to remain hehind. They were told to bidc tbeir 
weapons and wait for the call. 

Hanoi presumed tbe South would fall by subversion and 
force would Dot be necessary. When tbe Soutb became more 
and more prospcrous, in spite of Communist penetration of 
Sou tb Vietnamese gevernment agencies and attempts at 
agitation and propaganda , it came as a shock to the Com­
munists. 

Agitators and agents were being exposed by the people~ 
causing morale to drop in the Communist ranks and many 
defections to occur. Compounding tbe problems of tbe 
North, per capita food output dropped hy 10 percent, as the 
Soutb's improved by 20 percent. Authorities in the Xorth 
openly admitted tbat food production goals were not being 
reached. 

Despite Nortb Vietnam's vastly larger indus triaJ complex. 

tbe Soutb's per eapita gross national product was more than 
SO percent higher-S 11 0 per person versus $70 per. person 
(1960 estimate). The North's fail~es coupled Wlth the 
South's successes caused a major reV1Slon ID overall strategy. 
Military forces would have to he employed to take over tbe 
Soutb! 

TERRORISM BEGINS 
By 1958 the plan became obvious. Terrorist activity in­

c:reued appreciahly. The weaJtby pea.sant, school teachers 
and administrative officiaJs were favonte targets o~ ~ttack. 
In 1959 tbe pace of terrorism accelerated. and reerwtlog for 
the Viet Coog was stepped up. , 

Communist propaganda tried to exploit tbe confuSion by 
stating the South 's government was f~g apart ~d :as 
unable to protect its people. The entire campatgn as 
heing directed from tbe North. 

Tbe National Liberalion Front appeared on December 20~ 
1960, announcing its foundation and 'p!ogr~m. It callcd, for 
the overthrow of tbe "disguised colomal eegIme of.t~c U~lte~ 
States imperialist&- and the dictatorial Diem adnllDistrattoll. 

Communist propaganda tried to establish th~t tbe. acts of 
terror were from popular discontent \~th Ngo Dinh ?Icm an,d 
his palacc regime. It insisted the Vlet Co~g obta.med thclr 
weapons by capturing tbem from Amencan and Frcnch 

w=~ ili f 
Elaborate precautions were takcn to prcvent ~covery ~ 

North Vietnam's support of the soutbern Com~urust o,r~aDl ­
zation. Reliable s.ources estimate 40,000 teamed wlitary 
personnel infiltrated from North to South Vietnam through 
Laos in the 6ve·year period ,from 1959 through 1964. 

HO CHI MINH TRAIL 
When an in6Jt rator arrives at the Laotian border, his 

North Vietnamese Army uniform is exchanged for a Lao 
"neutralist" uniform . He must give ~p all persj~nal eifl!cts. 
of an ineriminating nature. A 10caJ .gulde takes hilll: halfwa~· 
to the first of a scries of way stauoos along the ~famou.s 
Ho Chi Jlinh Trail . There hc is met by the n:xt gwde un~11 
the proce~s has led tbe infiltrator onto Sout,h Vlet.names.e 5011. 

In South Vietnam be receives a black pajama-like nruform t 

two unmarked uniforws, rubbcr sandals , a swea~er. a ham­
mock, mosquito netting and waterproof sbeetLDg . .. ~fter 
being j ~sucd a tbree-t~ five-day supply of food and medlcLDe5, 
he is a!isigned to a urut for operauons. 

The other infiltTation route was by sea. Agcnts d.ePa..r:ed 
from ports just north of ~be 17t~ parallel with false Idenllt.y 
papers on innocent-looking fishing ~ess~ls. However. ~s 
route has become virtually closed Wlth lDlproved patrolling 

o 

I 



by the South Vietnamese with U.S. Navy assistance. 
The Geneva Accords called for a general election in 1955 to 

unite the t"'·o parts of Vietnam. In that year the South 
Vietnamese Government under Diem rejected the possibility 
of a free eleetion. The North protested loudly, but without 
sincerity. Mter the Geneva Accords, a high North Viet­
namese official, Pham Van Dong, was asked who he thought 
would win such an election. He replied, Hyou know as well 
as I do that there won't he any elections." 

CLASSIC STRUGGLE 
Hanoi was determined to conquer tbe South with classic 

guerrilla tactics. The plan called for the three-phased war· 
fare outlined in Mao Tse-tung's early writings. One, the 
enemy is harassed and weakened by guerrilla-type attacks. 
Two, he i.e engaged in mobile warfare by units up to battalion 
size. And finally, in all-out warfare hy regular forces, the 
ultimate victory is WOD . 

Phase one of the hattle occurred from 1954 to roughly 1960. 
During this period the United States bad first assisted the 
Vietnamese goveroment wi~h economic aid and then added 
military advisors to assist the country's military and yolice 
forces. 

A defiant , hard core · Viet Cong soldier 
glares at the camera as ARVN Rangers 
prepare to take him back for interrogation. 
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Other countries of Europe and Asia and the Americans had 
eeonomieally helped the fledgling South. U.S. ajd totalled 
ahout $1.5 billion he tween 1954 and 1961. 

In 1960 the guerrilla warfare intensified and by 1961 had 
reached the point of open warfare . By now the Viet Cong was 
reinforced by practically t.he entire 325th North Vietnamese 
Regular 'Army Division. Commuwst arms and equipment 
had standardized the supply system of the Viet Congo 

The American advisory forces had grown to approximately 
700 men by 1961. It was apparent more assistance was 
needed to meet the expanded Communist military threat. 

In that year President Kennedy made the deci.eion to 
increase America's commitment to South Vietnam by in­
creasing the number of advisors and by adding pilots and 
supporting personnel. The President felt he could not 
ahandon South Vielnam without undesirable cOD.!equences 
throughout Asia and the world. 

The decision had been made. South Vietnam would not be 
abandoned. The United States would assist in stopping the 
spread of aggression in Southeast Asia. In the next three 
years more dec isions would be made. Decisions tbat would 
prove America, indeed, was not allowing a "red wave" to 
sweep over Asia. 

In Memorium 

Three da y s before Chri stmas, 1961, the first American died by Viet Cong :uiiets i 
memory of the soldiers of USARV who have given their li ves here; they s a no 

forgoHen. 

J1 

In 
be 



The boovty 10 bo found in V ielnom i, shown by th" ham leI north 01 
Nho T ran~. At th right i. th" stoMI 01 Buddha which overlooks the 
city ond harbor 01 Nha Trong. Top photc by SSgl. Robert Peterson, 
right phato by Sp5 Gordon Gohon 
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1961-1964 

The situatioD was becoming critical in South Vietnam. 
The Diem government asked [or iDcreased U.S. 3ssil'130Ce in 
October. 1961. The American government responded im­
mediately. 

Advisors were in creased. Supply personnel and helicopter 
units were also sent to 3Sl'i ist the slrUggIing na tion. Asman 
logistical team arrived in December, 1961, followed by two 
Army aviation companies. Tbe entire group nu mbered less 
than 500 men. 

The first aviation company, the 57th Transportation 
Company (Light Helicopter). to arrive was put into operation 
immediately. Ten days after arrival tbe unit's Shawnee 
helicopters were flying Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(AlrV;'\") troops into combat. 

The 57th was quickly followed hy the 8th Transportation 
Contpany. Both units were later redesignated; the 57 th 
hecame the 120th Aviation Comp any and the 8th was re­
named the 117th ~4viation Com pany. 

Vo Chi Cong 
Born in 1921 in Quang Nom Province, Vo Chi Cong 
joined the Communist revolutionaries in his teens. He is 
one of the major founders of the Notional Liberotion 
Front and probably a key figure in the People's 
Revolutionary Party- yet he is on unknown. 

'4 

The 
Darkest 

Era 

The remaining new troops wcre assigned directly as advisors 
to ARVN units or to the U.S. Army Support Group, Vietnam, 
the forcrunner of the United States Army, Vietnam. 

Each ARVN Corps had attached to it U.S. Army advisory 
teams. They brought their specializcd knowledge in avia­
t ion, Iogisties, planning, ordnan ce, medical services, cow­
munications, artillery and use of paramilitary forces to assist 
in the baule. 

Advisory learns and detachments wCre dispatehed down to 
hattalion level. The arriva l of thc first elements of the 5lh 
Special Forces Group in 1962 saw spccial warfare detachments 
assigned to remotc or primitive areas to teach Montagnards 
and similar groups how to defend themselves. 

South Victnam was in scrious danger of being overrun hy 
Communis t forces in 1961. Approx.imately 65 pcrcent of the 
country was completely or partially under Vjel Cong control. 

Warfare was leaving the terroris t s tage and was now enler­
ing into the s tage of small unit attaeks on s trategic hamlets 

Tran Nom hung 
Like Party Chairman Vo, Tran is a militant revolution­
ary . Born in North Vietnam in 1913 and formerly on 
officer in the North Vietnamese Army, he is now secre­
tory general of the People's Revolutionary Party, the 
party that claims to represent the South Vietnamese 
people. 

I 

Helicopters return from lifting ARVN soldiers into bailIe during the early months of 1963. 

and lightly defcnded villages, altbough lerr~r altacks were 
s till common as a psychologiealweapon agams t tb e peopl~; 

The Communist party in South Vietnam, called tbe People ~ 
Revolutionary Party (PRP). claimed nearly 100,000 mem· 
hers. The PRP overtly asserted it was Hthc \'an~ard ~f th.~ 
Na t ional Liberation Front (NLF). the soul of the NLF. 
. Altbough denying any ties with Hanoi~ Pe~}ng or. Moseow~ 
beyond the ""fraternal ties of CommuDl5m. RadiO HanOI 
announced the PRP's formation on January 18, 1962. 

Claims were being made that tbe NLF was the true govern· 
ment of South Vietnam. In the countryside,. the PRP and 
its military arm, tbe Viet Cong, were extr~ctlOg t~xe!! f~om 
the peasants , forcihly impressing thousands IOto thelT services 

i5 

d .. fam,'i',ea' to provide food clothing and shelter an reqUlTI ng . ' . . 
for tbem. Whole villagcs were sometimes reqUIred to bUild 
hunker and trench systems for guerrilla:;.. . ' 

Delegates from the PRP were s~nt to ~O As,a~ an,d Af~lean 
nations , and semi·official diplomatiC relations were ebtahllsh~d 
with eight Communist countries and th ree ~on-C~mmuDLst 
governroent~. These delegates traveled on North Vletoa~ese 
passports and useq Northern curreney, although they claimed 
to represent the South Vietnamese people . . 

Despite American assist.ance, the. terror ~ ttacks w~re 
causing an appalling number of casualtIes. OUTIng the r~r1od 
1959 through 1964 ahout 20,000 South Vietnamese military 
had heen killed, over 12,000 captured and 35.000 wounded. 



On the civilian scene equally shocking devastation was 
taking place. During 1963 alone, 17,710 civilian casualties 
resulted from Communist terronst activities. This 6gure 
breaks down as follows: 

Assassinated ............................................ . 
Civilian population .................. .. ............. 1,558 
Loal government officials ..... ,......... . ........ 415 
Civil servants .......................................... 100 

lujured ................................................... 8,375 
Kidnaped ........ ............ ...... ... ...... .. ....... .... 7,262 

Between January 1, 1961, and August 10, 1964, 181 
Americans gave their lives in combat alongside the Viet­
namese. Over 900 were wounded during the same period. 

The situation was gradually grov.ing more serious. In 
November, 1963, the political sccne was disrupted by the 
overthrow of the South Vietnamese government and the 
assassination of President Diem. Almost two ycan of politi­
cal unrest and turmoil followed before the crisis was rcsolved. 

The Viet Cong increased their attacks on the people. 
Refugees Howed into the cities in ever incrcasing n.umbers. 
Saigon's population increased spectacularly. With the 
refugees were Communist agents. . ' 

No longer were the North Vietnamese denytng theLr sup­
port of the Vaet Congo It was evi~ent the .s~reen of .ucivil 
warn was being cast asi.de. The ~orth anticipated ViCtOry 
and was striking out in all directions. 

Elnholdened by their succcss, the North Vietnamese 

"The Vietnam People's Army is a true ehlld 
of the people. The people, in return, give it 
unsparing affection and support. Therein lies 
the inexhaustible source of its power." 
- General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commanding 
General, Viet Minh-forces. 

Every Communist must grasp the truth, "Po­
litical power grows out of the barrel of a 
gun." -Mao Tse :tung, Chairman, Chinese 
Communist Party. 
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Savage VC terror attacks kill and maim innocent Viet­
namese civilians. Here an Army sergeant helps a 
child seriously wounded in a Saigon attack. 

"freedom Is the right to choose: the right to 
create for oneself Ihe alternatives of choice. 
Without Ihe p0$Slblllty of choice and the 
exercise of choice a mon is not a man but a 
mem.ber, an Instrument, a thing." - Archi­
bald MacLelsh. 

"Those who voluntarily put power Into lhe 
hands of a tyrant or an enemy, must no' 
wonder if It be at last turned agaimt them­
selv~." - Aesop. 

attacked the 7th Fleet in the Tonkin Gulf. On August 2 and 
4,1964, U.S. destroyers were attacked in international waters 
off the Vietnamese coast by North VietnanH:~(~ torpedo boats. 

The attack in 'he Tonkjn Gulf proved to be a major blunder 
on the part of the ~orth. America was quick to react to the 
attack. President Johnson asked for, and received from 
Congrc~:;, approval to use all available means to defeat the 
aggrei'50r,i n South Vietnam. 

The August 7th resolution reads: 
The United Stales regards as vital to its nBtional interest 

and to world peace thc maintenance of international peace 
and security in Southeast Asia. Con~oDanl with the 
Constitution of the United States aod the Charier of the 
United Nations and in accordance v.;lh irs obligations under 
the Southeast Asia Collecth'e Defense Treaty, the United 
Slale! is, therefore, prepared, as the Pcesideot determi.nes, 
to take all necessary steps, including tbe use of armed 
force, to assist any member or protocol statc of the Sonth­
east Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting assistance in 
defense of its frcedom. 

Preparations were made in the United States for the 
buildup of U.S. forces in South Vietnam. It was apparent 
that to revcrse the Communist threat, ground combat troops 
would have to he deployed to Vietnam. 

Thus, with aggression met by resolve, the darkest era of 
South Vietnam~s history drew to a cJose. America, joined by 
other SEATO countries, would respond to South Vietnam's 
caJl for assistance. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson requested and received 
permission from Congress to use armed force in the 
protection of Southeast Asia. Photo by Sp4 Billy 
McBride. 
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The US S Maddox was attacked off 
the coost of North V ietnom on 
August 2, 1964, thus leading to the 
Tonkin Resolution. 
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1965 

The Buildup Begins 
United State!) invoh-emeol in South Vietnam increased 

sba~p)y during 1965. Other Feee World Fo ... ees joined in tbe 

commitment of ground combat troops. Au stralia, New 

Zealand and KorC' 3 responded with the C n,iled States durin .. 

the year in ani'.wer to the challenge of Communist aggres~ioD~ 

The compleXIon of the \\'U developed from guerrilla warfare 

and t err?T1SID to large, un it a~tions on tbe par t of th e Viet 

Cang, remfor,eed by North Vie tnamese r egular army unit s. 

Th e South Vietnamese Army and the Commuojsts were now 

eng.aging ill battalion Dnd larger fo rce acti.ons. Guerrilla 

actlO~S oceurred. from time to time, and terror s till played a 

promment part 111 the Viet Caog strategy. 

PI ~~ Feb~~y 7, the Viet Coog attacked a U.S. eompou nd at 

el u. an amp HoUoway nea rby. Later that same da 

U.S. aircraft struck the Dong Hoi mil;'ary h k · . Y
b f b 17 arrae s Just nort 

o t e th pa rallel in North Viet llam Arne · 
I fi . I C . n cans were now 
~e .nb"eV~ a om

f 
munist targe t and Ameriea was bOmbing 

art letnam or the firs t time. 

DEPENDENTS EVACUATED 
. \Vit~ th e war intens ifying. Pres id ent Johnson ordered 

l~medla te e vacuation of all U.S. depende nts in Vietnam. 

HIS concern for their safety was warrauled, for two days later 

the VC blew up a ho tel in Qui Nhon that housed Ameri can 

enlis ted men. Twenty-three died in the attack and 21 w~re 

injured. Fourteen Vietna mese 'w'ere also jnj u,red froln the 

attack . 
The Viet Cong also suB'e red a serious toll in February. 

A supp~y. sbip attempting to smuggle 80 tons of arms and 

ammunt.t.on waJ; s u~k at Vung Ro Bay. 

By mid-March Air Force and Navy aircraft were s trikiuu 

regu larly at Commu nist targets in Nort h and South Vietna m~ 

March also saw the first g ro.ttno offens ive unit from the United 

States arrive. It \\'as tn-c 3rd Battalion, 9th Marin es of tbe 

3rd Marine Oivi,s ioo . 

Litt lc ~ i¥n i fi ca nt ground action took place durin a the two 

monl~s of March and April; however, terror attacks on the 

A~encans continued . A ear fill ed ,\'ith explosives \vas 

dnv~n next to the U.S. Embass)· in Sa igon. 'When the ex­

plOSives detonated a few moments lat er two Americans and 

11 ~ie.tnan~e~e lo:q their lives ..... hile 143 others were injured. 

"' ~il e ki lling a nd maiming scores of civ ilians, the Com­

~ulllstS \,vcre keeping a steady barrage of propaganda flowing 

IDtO the 1nt e ~uatlonal pr~~II. decrying the Ameriean bombing 

of North Vietnam, elallnlUg hundreds of civilians werc 

beco ming casualties from Am erican raids. 

173rd AIRBORNE ARRIVES 
In .May U.S. forces began to build lip in earnest. The 

Army 's 173rd Airborn e Brigade \~' as landed in -coUl.llry and 
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The old U. S. Embossy in Saigon with many of its w,n­

dows blown out after a cor filled with explosives was 

detonated beside it . Thirteen died in the vicious enemy 

ottack. 

-
immed iately went into tactica l operations around Bien Hoa. 

They werc followed by additional Marines and Seobees land­

ing at Chu Lai in the I Corps Tactieal Zone. (1 CTZ). 

The buildup continued in June \'I,-jth tb e arrival of Au stra· 

lia's first combat troops, the 1s t Battalion, Royal Aus tralian 

Regiment. U.S. combat engineers arrived in force to begin 

the construction of a deep -draft port and airfield at Cam 

Ranh Bay. The port \'I'as needed to ease the congestion of 

supply ships at Saigon port. 
During thi :; time the VC had bee r,l active . A week· long 

battle round Quang i\gai City resulted in about 500 ARVN 

casualties. A four-day batt le at Dong Xoai , 55 miles north­

east of Saigon , resulted iu 650 fri endly casualties. A bomb 

exploded in Tan Son Nhu t civilian air terminal injuring 46 

persons. 
Another terrorist incident occurred at the My Canh floatin g 

res tauran t in the Saigon River. Two claymore mines cos t 44 

persons their uves and injured 81 o th ers . 

A lOulti · battalion attack on Oue Hoa showed the Com­

munists were se ttling into conventional warfare in an attempt 

for com plete victory in 1965. They thought they could over­

eome tbe Free World and South Vietnamese Forces before the 

buildup eould be aeco mplished. 

BUILDUP CONTINUES 
American troops eootinued to arrive. In July the 2nd 

Brigade. 1s t Infanrry Division and elemen ts of th e 1st 

Logistical Command added to the s trength of military forees 

in th e soutbern portion of the country. Two Marin e bat­

t alions bols tered forees in the northern provinces. 

Communist force s were increasing On a large scale also. 

Tbe Nortb Vietna mese Army's (NVA) 101 5t Rebrimc nt was 

definitely identified as being in South Vietnam and tb e 18th 

and 95th NV A Regiments were a lso believed to be completely 

within South Vietnam's borden •. 
In the central sectio n of tlae eountry, a taetical head· 

quart ers was placed at Nha Trang to c(ffitrol new units 

arriving in the II CTZ. OriginaUy designa ted Task Force 

Alpba, th e headquarters la ter became I Field Force Vietnam 

(I FrV) . The 1" C" ai ry Oi vi., ;un mo ved ;n,o An Kh e 

while the J 73 ro Airborne nrigade protected the arrival , .. ith 

Operation Gibraltar in thc immediate vici.nity. Th e Sep­

tember operation resulted in 226 Viet Cong killed in three 

days. 
A reg imental force of VC attacked the Phu Co outpos t near 

Qui Nbon and before the battle was complete, ARVN troops 

took a s taggering toll of the attackers. Seven hundred Viet 

Cong died in the encounter. 

KOREA CONTRIBUTES DIVISION 
Another Free World Force entered Vietnam in October. 

The Republic of Korea sen t its Capitol Division into South 

Vietnam to help aid a country invaded from the nor th by 

Communists as Korea was a decade and a half ea rlier. During 

the same period the remaining elements of tbe 1s t Infantry 

Division arrived. 
By November the 1s t Cavalry was eonducting tactica l 

operations. The prelude to the larg-es t·scale aetion of the 

war took plaee during the firs t 12 days of the month when tbe 

cava lry tangled with a large force wes t of Plei Me, At the 

same time the 173rd Airborne ba ttled VC units in Wa r Zone 

uO" 30 .r:niles northwes t of Saigon. The two engagemen ts 

resu lted in over 600 enemy dead and nea rly 20 cap tured. 

IA DRANG VALLEY 
To the west of Plei Me Commun.ist forees were moving into 

tbe la Drang Valley intent on collidjng witb the 1st Cavalry 

and winning a vietory over tbeir " green" troops. The enemy 

.r:net the 3rd Brigade of tbe Division, and s tood and fought, 

rather than melt into the jnngle after initial eo ntact. When 

the smoke of battle cleared 1,238 ene my soldiers had died 

whih' only one-fifth that number of Americans were killed. 

Tb(' "'green" troops and the airmobile eoneept had proven 

themsel ves . 
The Communis ts had suffered a s tunolng defeat agains t the 

Amerieans in the l a Drang Valle),. but tbey overran an 

ARVN unit at tbe Mieheli.n Plantation in Binb Ouong 

Province, inflie-ting hea vy casualties on the South Vietnamese. 

rhe American buildup in South Vietnom required large quontit ies of supplies and equipment. Saigon Port IS lined 

with ships unloading. Photo by Sp5 lim Thornberry. 
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The VC also countered with terror by detonating a truck 
laden with explosives at the Metropole Bachelor Enlis ted 
Quarters in Saigon. Eight Americans were killed and 137 
injured as a result of the attack . 

Before the year closed, the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division deployed from Hawaii. This brought the total 
s trength of U.S. and Free World Military Forces in Vietnam 
to 181,000 from a beginning figure of 24,000 men-an increase 
of over seven times. Meanwhile enemv forces had increased 
from 103,000 at the beginning of the "year to an estimated 
230,000. 

The year bad seen U.S. troops penetrate into areas Com­
muni:"l :"' had cOlllrollcd for "cars . With tbe aid of saturation 
bomLing: by H<>:2 bOllllwn.: tilt' 191)5 Itwn" Ontl oA'cn :<:: j'\e Ihe 
VC had promised was little more than a small splash. 
Superior firepower, rapid artillery and air powcr response, 
coupled with the helicoptcr's mobility , were proving that the 
Communists' attempt to wrap up the war by 1966 was not 
going to materialize. 

On the diplomatic scene Hanoi scorned America's peace 
overture of a 37 0 day pause in air s trikes over North Vietnam. 
On the Saigon pohtical front the governmental turmoil was 
eliminated by Ihe emergence of a military National Leader­
... hip COlllh'i!. Til t' Air i'ur('c ConlllIalltif'T. Hri )!atiier G l'Jlt'ral 
\gll~"11 (ao K~ IW(' 3I1U' pr("micr. hrill~inl! JOllgolH"t':den (" aIm 
In tht'I!0\,'rlllTl("lIl. 

1961-1965 CASUALTIES 

U. S. Troop 
Bui Idup ---in RVN 

1965 
_ARMY 
_ ALL SERVICES 

1966 1967 
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ENEMY KILLED 

27.1.91 

HOI CHANHS 

11.112 

VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS KILLED 

1.800 

ARVN CASUALTIES 

Killed Wounded 

1.124 23.118 

FW MF CASUALTIES 

Killed Wounded 

31 139 

U. S. MILITARY CASUALTIES 

Killed Wounded 

U.S.- 1.369 U.S.-6.114 

STRENGTH IN THOUSANOS 
600 

533 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 

1968 

PROVINCES 
AND 

CAPITALS 

1 QL'ANG TRl, Q",g Tri 
2 THUA THlEN. Hue 
3 QUA:\G ~IAM. 0, Naog. Hoi An 
4 QVANG TIN. T,m Ky 
5 QUAKG NGAl . Qu,ng Ngai 
6 KO~Tmif. Kontum 
7 BINH DINH. Bong Son, Qui Nbon 
8 PLElKU. Pleiku 
9 PHC BON. H,u Bon 

10 PHU YE~, Song Cau, Tuy HOI 
11 DARLAC. Ban .\Ie Thuot 
12 KHA'ffi HOA. :\h, Tcang 
13 QrANG DUC. Gi, Nghia 
14 TUYE)I DUC. Dalat 
15 NINH THeAN. Phan R,ng 
16 PHUOC LONG. Phuoc Binh 
17 LAM DONG, Bao Loc. Di Linh 
18 BlNHTHUAN. Ph" Thi" 
19 BINH LOKG. An Loc 
20 PHUOC T1H'ffi. Phuoc Vinh 
21 LONG KHANH. Xu,n Loc 
22 SINH THUY. Ham Tan 
23 TAY i\INH. Tay Ninh 
24 BIHN DCONG. Phu Cuong 
25 BIEN HOA. Bien Hoa 
26 PHUOC TUY. Bo Ria 
27 HAU NGH[A. Khien Cuong 
28 CHAU DOC. Ch,u Doe 
29 KIEN PHONG. Cao Lanh 
30 KIEN TUO:\G. Moe Hua 

I 

CAPITAL ZONE 

CORPS 

II CORPS 

31 LO!>G AN. Tan An 
32 KlE:'i GIAlXG, Ha Tien 
33 AI\ GlA'iG. Long Xuyen 
34 DlNH TUOKG. )1y Tho 
35 VIXH LO~·G. Vinh Long 
36 KlE'i HOA. True Giang 
37 GO COXG. 
38 PHOXG Dl~ll. Can Tho 
39 VI1\H BINH, Phu Vinh 
40 CHUOKG THIEN. Vi Th"h 
41 BA XUY£)(. Kh,nh Hung 
42 BAC LIEL". Boc Lieu 
43 AN XUYEN. Quan Long 
44 PHU QUOC. Duong Dong 
45 CIA DIXH, Saigon 

III CORPS 

45 
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• o 

LEGEND 

CORPS BOUNDARI!;? 
PROI'IXCE BOU:-IDARIES 

LOCATION. PROVIKCE CAPITALS 
NATIONAL SAP IT AL 



The Pre<idenriol inaugural ion included the oarh-roking 
ceremonies 01 Presidenr Nguyen Von Tni9U and Vice 
Presiden' Nguyen Coo Ky, and a porade celebro/ing 
borh rhe inougurolion and Nollono/ Day. 
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1966 

The Counteroffensive 
The year 1966 was marked by military, political and 

diplomatic ehanges in South Vietnam. For th e firs t time, 
Free World 1'."lilitary Assistance Forces (FWJ\'lAF) of Am erica, 
Australia, Korea and South Vietnam were activ ely entering 
Viet Caog strongholds, brea.king the enemy's s trangle-hoJd 
on the people. Charlie was losing his ri ce. ammunition and 
weapons eaches. The FWMAF were beginning the first 
phase of tbe counteroffensive. 

Politically tbe year produced some of the worst setbacks of 
the new government's history. Armed forces were used on 
occasion to control riots. The turmoil was resohlcd by 
goveromental reform and resulted in improved condi.tions for 
tbe Vietnamese people. 

The diplomatic scene was one of harmony with several 
bigh-Ievel meetings taking place during the year to smooth 
out strategy and pohcy for thc war. 

VC SANCTUARIES CRACKED 
During January the 173rd Airborne Brigade and the 1st 

Battalion. Royal Australian Regiment launched a seven-day 
sweep into an area near the Cambodian horder in search of two 
VC battalions. The penetration of this one time sanctuary 
resulted in over 400 enemy deaths. 

The 25th Infantry Division teamed up with the 173rd and 
Australians to uncover an enemy headquarters complex with 
extensive tunnel systems. In the operation large quantities 

A patrol winds its way through 
the Ferti Ie fields in the never­
ending search For the enemy. 
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of weapons and ammunition were captured. 
Korean troops began an operation in Binh Dinh Province 

that resulted in 250 enemy killed. 
In the past VC tax collectors had bled offlarge percentages 

of the rice harvest. The 101st Airborne's 1st Brigade and 
Korean Marines were sent into Phu Yen Produce to secure 
the rice han-cst and prevcnt VC taxation of the 30,000-ton 
crop. 

Prior to Tel's 84-hour truee, the Vie t Cong Werp. bus)' 
attacking targets ranging from the airfie ld at Da ~ang, a 
Special Forces camp. and a Civilian Irregular Defe nse Group 
(ClOG) OUlpost to exploding a claymorc mine out!'ide the 
main gate of Tan Son Nhut Air base. They detonated two 
charf!~> .'i at a U.S. Bachelor Enlisted Quart cr,. in Oalat; the 
Vo Khia New Life Hamlet wa l; alt acked and USAID re­
presentative Douglas Ramsey was kirlnaped in another 
action. 

The truce was marred by oyer 100 violation!! by the Viet 
COllg. 

Later in January the 1st Cavalry Di v i~ion joined with 
Vietnamese and Korean unit s for a 42·day operation near 
Bong Son that resulted in nearly 2,400 enemy dead. 

OPERATIONS HURT CHARLIE 
Military action in the next two months took a heavy toll of 

the enemy's ranks and base camps. The ]st Infantry 

Phase I 
Division's Operation Rolling Stone resulted in 150 VC killed. 
The 101st's Operation Harrison in Phu Yen Province; tbe 3rd 
Brigade, 25th Division's Operation Garfield in Oariae Prov­
ince; and the comhined force in th c Song Be River operation 
all turned up enemy camps, weapons and ammun.ition. 

At Bien Hoa . II Field Foree Vietnam (II FFV) was activat­
('0 to control U.S. forces in th e HI Corps Tactical Zonc. 

Tbe VC later attaekcd the 1s t Cavalry'S base camp at An 
Khe, re5ulting in seven deaths on e ach side. Tbe supply 
ship 5S Paloma was sprayed with machinegun and 57 mm 
recoilless fire southeas t of Nha Be. The ship, although heavily 
damaged , arrived at Saigon port under its own power. 

CHIEU HOI PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL 
A program designed to bring the Viet Cong back to the 

government , called the Ch..ieu Hoi (Open Arms) Program, met 
with spectacular success in March with a reeord-setting 2,336 
Hoi Chanhs (returnees) in the 31 ·day period. 

With the increase of troops in the Saigon area, Head­
quarters Area Command (HAC) was activated to provide 
support functions for all services in the capital city. Tbe 
1st Signal Brigade ,.;as also activated in early April. 

HAC's 6rst chore was to increase sceurity of Saigon's 
installations to protect agains t terrorist attack. The ex­
plosion of approximately 450 pounds of explosives at the 
Victoria BOQ, extensively damaging the 6rst three floors and 
killing six and injuring 116. demonstrated the need for addi­
tional secltIity preeautions. 

BUILDUP CONTINUES 
The huildup of forces continued with the arrival of the 

USS Corpu s Chris ti Bay at Cam Ranh Bay to provide a 
floating maintenanee fa cility for Army helicopters, and the 
Royal Aus tralian Task Force entered the country. 

As mid·year approached, the threatened VC monsoon 
offens ive was blunted by several operations. One found the 
1s t Infantry Division penetrating deep into War Zone C near 
Tay Ninh. No friendly troops had been in tbe area for five 
years. Large quantities of supplies were captured. In 
Pleiku Province along the Cambodian border, ARVN and 
25th Division troops killed 546 of the enemy. 

In III CTZ a sweep through Binh Long Province by the 
1st Infantry Di vi s ion and 5th ARVN Division cost the Vict 
Coog 855 men in a little over a month. In Kontum Provinee 
the 101s t and ARVN units aecounted for 531 more enemy 
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III 

A Hoi Chanh asks his trapped comrades to surrender 
during a 101st Airborne Division cordon operation. 

d eaths. This ac tion was near a city to hecome famous 18 
montbs later-Dak To. 

T error anacks included a mine explosion at the Brinks 
Holel in Saigon and attacks on Regional and PopuJar Foree 
outpos ts and s mall CIDG unjts. 

U.S. planes faced an increasing numher of Russian-made 
surface-to-air (SAM) missiles over North Vietnam. Twenty· 
liv e S A~rs '\ ere laun ched against American plane~ during one 
day without recording a hit. In Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh an· 
nounced a partial mohilization of the country. 

Units continued to arrive to support the counteroffensive. 
In August elementl> of the 4th Infantry Division landed at 
Qui Nhon, and the 196th Light Infantry Brigade and the firs t 
of a 2.000·man Philippine Civic Action Group (PHILCAG). ... 
arrived. 

In Septembcr the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, a 
Spanish Medieal Team and the German hospi~al ship Helgo­
land arrived, plus the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. 

ENEMY OFF BALANCE 
Two U .S. operations, Attleboro and Irving, kept the enemy 

off halanee. The 1st Cavalry accounted for 230 Viet Cong 
killed in Binh Dinb Province, while the 196th Light Infantry 



The 
Counter­
Offensive 

Brigade and elements of the 1st, 4th and 25th Infantry 
Divisions and 173rd Airhorne Brigade mauled the 9th VC 
Division, killing over 1,100 in Operation Attleboro. The 
force captured the largest rice cache of the war with a 1.121-
ton find. 

Oetober aelion sa"" a combined force of the 1st Cavalry, 
Koreans and Vietnamese killing 681 Viet Coog in Operation 
Irving. To avoid the superior firepower of the Americans 
the enemy tried to break eonlaet as quickly as possible. 
The (,Demy ('"onfined their raids to the northern provinces 
where their supply lines were shorter, and to seatlered attacks 
on ARVN outposts. 

Operation Paul Revere whittled another 1,000 from the 
enemy's ranks and eost them 300 weapons. Viet Coog losses 
were running high and the enemy hrought in the North 
Vietnamese 5th Division to holster their forees. 

November was marked hy increased VC raiding. The 4th 
Infantry Division, operating west of Plei Djereng, withstood 

I1I1I 

a mortar barrage of over 500 rounds; National Day eelehra­
tions in Saigon were interrnpted hy two dozen 57 mm recoil­
less rounds; the 196th's hase eamp near Tay Ninh was hit; and 
a portion of the Long Binh ammunition dump was hlown up 
by satchel charges, resulting in 11,000 rounds of 105 mm 
ammunition destroyed. 

The dump was struck again in Deeemher and Tan Son 
Nhut airhase sustained a raid in which guerrillas penetrated 
the perimeter. The airfield attack cnst the enemy 31 dead 
and thre~ Americans were kiIJed. 

The high ratio of enemy deaths to U.S. losses was exempli­
fied hy an ambush of a recon pIa toon of the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment. Rapid reaction by artillery. air strikes 
and relief troops turnrd the ambush into a defeat for the Viet 
Congo Only one Ameriean lost his life while the enemy 
saerifieed 94 men. 

At the close of the year the first elements of the 9th Infantry 
Division arrived to rring U.S. troop strength to 361,000. 

The German hospital ship Helgoland provides floating medical and surgical facilities to care for sick 
and wounded Vietnamese. Photo by LTC Roy Wel/s. 
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DIPLOMA TIC HARMONY 
The year was markcd by harmony on the diplomatic front. 

To set the stage for high-level discussions, Seerctary of State 
Dean Rusk visitcd the country in January. This was 
follo-.",·ed the ncxt month hy Prcmier Ky, Chief of State 
Thieu, and Presidcnt Johnson mceting in Honolulu for a 
two-day conference on political, social and economic aspects 
of the war. Vice President Humphrey visited South Vietnam 
later in February. 

Another conference for the heads of state was held in 
Manila in October. Secretary of Defense McNamara ,·isited 
Vietnam prior to the Philippine meeting. 

Attending that conference were the chiefs of state of the 
United States, Australia, Korea, New Zealand, Thailand, 
South Vietnam and the Philippines. 

POLITICAL FRONT IN FLAMES 
On the political front Premier K y headed off a m.ilitary coup 

with the arrest of several junior officers from the armed forees. 
He also allnounced general elections would be beld in 1967, 
and a constitutional referendum in October 1966. 

ENEMY KILLED 

55,436 

HOI CHANHS 

20,242 

VIETNAMESE ABDUCTED 

3,507 

VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS KILLED 

1,618 

ARVN CASUALTIES 

Killed 

11,953 

Wounded 

20,975 

FW MF CASUALTIES 

Killed 

566 

Wounded 

1,591 

U. S. MILITARY CASUALTIES 

Killed 

Army-3,073 

U. S.-5,008 

Wounded 

Army-18.363 

U. S.-30,093 
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A monk uses a loudspeaker to talk to a crowd during 
the Buddhist demonstrations throughout the country. 

The political calm was shattered in April, when the I Corps 
commander, Lt. Gen. Nguyen Chanh Thi, considered a 
potential politieal rival of Premier Ky, was relieved from his 
command. A demonstration hy 2,000 persons in Da Nang 
was followed by Buddhist protests in Hue, Saigon and Hoi An. 

A call for a general strike closed the port of Da Nang and 
20,000 Buddhists rallied to demonstrate in the old imperial 
capital city of Hue. The unrest continued into early April, 
resulting in anti-government groups forming in the major 
cities of the Repuhlic. Government troops moved into Da 
Nang in a show of force while turmoil and demonstrations 
continued in Hue, Dalat, and Nha Trang. By April 12. the 
situation appeared resolved as anti-government forces pledged 
to fight against Communism alongside the government. 

The National Political Congress elosed with the announce­
ment that a constituent assembly would be elected in five 
months. An apparent calm settled over the country. 

In late May the political waters were again muddied by 
Buddhist and anti-government forees rising in Da Nang and 
Hue. A Buddhist nun hurned herself to death in protest 
against the government. This was the first of several acts of 
self-immolation. In Hue the U.S. consulate was sacked and 
burned. 

IVlarine operations-in the I Corps wer~ delayed by Buddhists 
placing aItars in the streets of Hue. Government troops and 
riot police finally eleared the streets and arrested some of the 
dissident leader,:; to bring an end to the protests., 

Things settled down for the remainder of the year: how­
ever, the Saigon dock strike hroke the seeming. serenity. On 
the positive side the new South Vietnamese eonstitution's 
first three articles were approvcd. 

. . . 1966 CASUALTIES 



Does He Care? 

He cares enough to build for those 

in need, to help 

the young, 

the old, 

the apprehensive. 

He will stop a moment and play 

30 

with the 

children, 

or 

play 

for 

them. 

You Bet He Does! 
. , 
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1967 - The Squeeze Period 

The Counteroffensive 
The year 1967 saw the Free World Forces tighten the screw 

on the enemy. His manpower was slowly \ ... hittled down by 
many oper"alions. Hi s weapoDs and food caches were seized, 
blunt ing many planned raids and oifensi,'c actions. In ­
cressed bomhing raids made his roules of supply difficult to 
use. curtailing his opera tions further . His cause was weak­
ened by thousands of Viet Cong, political cadre and North 
Vietnamese who turned themselv es in to the government 's 
Chieu Hoi Program . 

During the latter months of 1967, th e enemy made two 
spectacular tries at propaganda vietories, at Loc Ninh and 
Dak To. Th ese two battles alone accounted for nearly 3,000 
enemy dead. 

His l() !'~ ('s for the year included 87,534 killed in action and 
over 3 1,000 weapons of all types captured. He los t almost 
14,000 tons o f ri ce and 162 tons of salt. H is a mmunit ion 
supply was reduced almost 2.5 million rounds. His ranks 
wue depleted by 27,178 to the Chieu H oi Program, 17,671 of 
whom were fighting men . He was found to be recruiting boys 
from 12 to 16 years old. 

He was feeling the pinch-yet he continued to fight. 
Civilian s in South Vietnam were his victims almost as often 
as the military. Communist terrorists slaughtered over 
4 ,000 South Vietnamese and wounded over 8,000 in their 
attaeks. Kidnaping accounted for another 5,454 persons, 
all in an attempt t o control the people. 

More people moved il1to government protected resettle· 
ment areas than ever before_ The enemy's source of labor, 
recr uits, food and shelter was slipping away. 

During the spring, hamlet and village elections were 
conduc ted and in the fall months the upper and lower houses 
were filled and the president and vice president were chosen. 
D espite threats of deatb and des truction, th e people tu rned 
out in large numbers to vote. 

On the political and d'iplomatie side of the war , t he draft 
cons titution for South Vietnam was put hefore t he Consti­
tuent Assembly for deba te; Thailand announced it '",ould 
aUow hases within it s horders to be used for support of 
Vietnam .opera tions, and Premier K y visited Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Jungle clear ing by Rome plows denies the enemy his sonctuories . Photo by Sp6 Joy 1. Smith . 
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Continues 
At tb e beginning of February the American military 

s trength had risen by 20,000 men. T he increased manpower 
permitted the U.S. forces to enter tbe field for long per iods of 
time and the month saw the termination and heginning of 
maoy operat ion s. 

The four -d ay truce for the Lunar New Year, T et, provided 
a stand-do~'n period in which many operations "'ere termi­
nated. The truee itself ,,'as marred by 272 violations. 

Operation Lam Son II in Binh Duong Province and 
Operation Thayer II were terminated with a combined kill 
of slightly over 2,000 enemy soldiers. 

By mid-month elements of the 9th Infantry Division 
started Operation Enterprise in Long An Province and other 
9th Division uo its began operations in the Mekong Delta 
\~th U.S. Navy units. This marked the b eginning of 
gradual U.S. and ARVN weakening of the Viet Cong's 
dominance of Delta waterways. 

LARGEST OPERA nON BEGINS 
Other 9th Division units joined elements of the I s t ~ 4th and 

25th Infan(ry Divisions plus troops f:rom the 11 th Armored 
Cavalry Regimen t , 196th Light Infantry Brigade, a.nd 173rd 
Airborne Brigade in what was to be the larges t operation of 
the war- Operati on J unction City. The gigantic force was 

Corgo ships unload ot Newport , 
Soigon's newest horbor facilit y. 
Newporl was built to relieve 
congestion in Soigon Port. Photo 
by Moj . Don Bloke . 
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su pported by the 11th Combat Aviation Group and 7th Air 
Force aircraft. 

U.S. troops io 'War Zone C north and west of Saigon formed 
a giant horseshoe enelosing 250 square miles of enemy-held 
territory_ H eavy fightin g cb aracterized the operation. 
Large stores of a mmunition ~ wea pons, clothing, food , docu­
ments and utens ils were confi seated. 

PARACHUTE ASSAULT 
During one phase of Operation Junction City it was decided 

to employ paratroopers from the 173rd Airborne Brigade in a 
surprise eombat assault along Highway 4 to block enemy 
escape routes from the battle area. On February 22 , 1967 
the only mass j ump of the war took place at 9 a. m. when over 
700 troopers from the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne I nfantry 
and supporting elements parachu ted in to a drop zone north of 
Tay Ninb . Twenty-three Air Force C-130 H;ereules a ireraft 
delivered the men and their equipment over the drop zone. 
The force b locked the enemy and released badly needed 
helicopters to 1st and 25th DivisioD troops attacking the 
enemy. 

Eighty-one days later 2,128 enemy lay dead from the 
operation and War Zone C was no longer a VC strooghold. 



Troops move through a village while on a patrol In War Zone C. Photo 
by Sp5 Gordon Gahan. 

Their base." werc destroyed; many of their s upplies were gone. 
The Free 'World FoTCt's counterolfeusive was making rc­
markable advances. 

FUTther north the 1s t Ca,"alry Division had begun Opera­
tion Pe rshil.lg and the Cn""""mmunists pounded the Da Nang 
Airbasc with over 50 Russian-made 140 mm rockets. killing 
43 aud woundi.og 137. A few days 1aler in March,Da Nang 
was hil by 10 mo ... e of the huge rockets. 

The February-March period was active diplomaticaUy. 
The Manila Conference e<1Uo.tries and their ambassadors met 
in Saigon in preparation for a two-day conference on Guam 
wilh high Vietnamese leaders and President Johnson. The 
Constituent Assembly had approved the draft constitution 
for Soutb Vietnam a few days prior to th~ meeting. Premier 
Ky presented Pres ident J obmon a eopy of tbe lie'" eonstitu­
tion. It was ratified a few days later. 

Iu Thailand, B-52s began to arrive at bases in accordance 
witb a previou.! agreement with the kingdom. The huge 
bombers were used mainly against enemy complexes in South 
Vietnam in early April . . Previously they bad flown froro 
Guam to South Vietnam in a 5:000-mile round trip. 

The 9th Division's Opeution Kiuyhawk began in March. 
While tbe Viet Cong and North Vietnamese were trying to 
kecp out of the way of t~e major operations, they made 
small-scale atta cks on Vietnamese Popular Forces and surprise 
attacks on otber installations. 

U.S. forces climbed to a strength of 470,000. a few tbousand 
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from the year-end peak of 490,000 servicemcn in-c9untry. 
In April , an eight-week eleetion period began for thonsands 

of villages and ~amlets throughout the country. About 77 
percent of the eligible voters turned ont to elect their local 
leaders despite constant threats from the Viet Congo Mauy 
of tbe threats were carried out as 12 candidates were slain by 
terrorists and 31 others kidnaped. 

The government also announeed fan elections would take 
place to seleet the upper and lower houses of the new govern­
ment and to choose a new president and vice president. 

hI Saigon Ellsworth P. · Bunker assumed duties from 
Ambassador H enry Cabot Lodge who was retiring from public 
life. 

Operation Adams was completed during the month by the 
lst Brigade, 4th Infantry Division in Phu Yen Province with 
an enemy death toll of 491. Elements of tbe 4th and 25th 
Infantry Divisions began Operation Franci.! Marion in Pleiku 
Province which resulted in 1,203 enemy deaths. 

Enemy pressure was building in the I Corps Tactical Zone 
(I CTZ) in the vicinity of tbe Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). 
It became apparent Marinc units ",'ould have to be moved to 
counter tbe threat. Tbe 196th Light Infantry Brigade was 
moved into the Chu Lai area to replace reloeated Marine units . 
This was one of the fi.rst of many major ground combat units 
froro USARV to operate in the northern provinces. 
~hher units joined the .]~6.1h in I C.TZ. They were the 3rd 

Bngade •. 25th Infantry DIVISIOn snd, ID May, the 1s t Bri.gade. 

101st Airborne. The Army troops in the zone were placed 
under the operational control of Task Force Oregon (TFO) 
wbicb was controlled by tbe III Marine Amphibious Force. 

Early in Maya Hoi Cbanh led men from the 2nd Brigade, 
1st Infantry Division to a weapons cache which eonsis ted of 
2:000 mortar rounds , 1,200 grenades, 20 claymore mines , 
1,000 small arms rounds and 400 rifles. 

The 101st Airborne's brigade launched Operation Malheur 
in Quang Ngai Province which in 28 days accounted for 392 
enemy killed and 150 weapons captured. 

While elements of thc 25th Infantry Division began Opera­
tion Kole Kole, the 2nd Brigade of the same unit terminated 
Operation Ala Moana in Hau Nghia Provinec, aceounting for 
382 enemy deaths . 

The Mobile Ri .... erine Force clashed with thc enemy for its 
first major engagement in the delta 15 miles wes t of My Tho. 

In Saigon, Premier Ky annonnced his candidacy for pres i­
dent on May 12. Fmu days later the assembly approved the 
presidential ejection law. 

The next day three new operations began: Operation 
Dallas by the 1st Brigade of the 1st Division and Operations 
Barking Sands and Diamond Head by elements of the 25th 
Division. 

The enemy s truck the 25th Division with 100 rounds of 
mortar and recoilJess riA e 6re. However , most guerrilla 
attacks were eoncentrated against ARVN and Vietnamese 
irregular forces during this period. 

Seven new operations began during June. Most units in 
USARV were involved in Operations Coronado, Bluefield, 
Malheur II , Akron, Kawc]a, Billings. and GreeJy. More than 

Parachutes lower 
dropped from Air 
Shanahan. 

, • 
supplies to troops as they are 
Force C-130s. Photo By Ma;. John 
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Villagers have their registration checked prior to vot­
ing in hamlet elections. Almost 77 per cent of the eligi­
ble voters turned out. 

1,500 enemy dicd from U.S. acti-on during the month. 
In July Thailand announeed tbat it would scnd a 2,200-

man regiment to the Republic of Vietnam. This force was 
the firs t gronnd combat nnit contributed hy thc Thais ·who 
had already provided airlift of snpplies on sevenl occasions. 

Seeretary of Defense Rohert MeNamara condueted high· 
level conferences at USARV's Tan Son Nhnt beadqnarters. 
The day after the S~cretary left the eountry. President John­
sou annonnced the Un.ited States would increase its troop 
commitment to VicLnam. 

During the month, USARV moved to its new h eadquarters 
in the Long Binh complex and MACV moved to its new 
buildiugs opposite Tan Son Nhut eivilian air terminal. Other 
units moved out of the capital area during tbe foUowing 
months, including: 1st Logistieal Command, 1st Aviation 
Brigade and lst SignaJ Brigade headquarters, Saigon Area 
Command and many snbordinate noits . 

Significant enemy attacks in July killed 37 civilians and 
wounded 29 when two civilian buses in tbe northern provinces 
were hit. The Viet Cong attacked the base eamp of the 1st 
Battalion, 2nd Infantry and tbe airfield at Pbuoc Viob. 
More than 150 mortar and rocket rounds struek the area. 
In Pbu Loi a 1st Aviation Brigade unit was also hit hy morta.r 
and roeket fire later in the month. 

The 1s t Brigade, 9th Infantry Division began Operation 
Riley in Bien Hoa Province. Elements of the 9th and 25tb 
Divisions along with ARVN un.its condueted a seven-day 
operation, Coronado II/Song Tbang 3, that 'resulted in 441 
enemy easualties. 
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1967 OPERATIONS 

WHEELER;'IVALLOWA, Amcrical Div 

Sept 11, 1967·!'iov 11, 1968 

)IALHECR I & II, lOis' Abn DiV ___ _________ ___ /-::::::::... ___ _ 

May 10·Aug 2, 1967 

MACARTHUR, 4.h Inr Div, 1st Cav Di,', 173rd Abn Bde 

~ov l~Nov 26,1967 

FRANCIS MARION, 4,h Inr Di,· & 25,h Inr Div 

April5-0
c
t II, 1967 ------------------.L_ 4Kontum 

An Khe 
• _

__ --------.----------------------------~~- Pleiku SAM HOCSTON, 4th Inr Div 

- Q i Nhon 

Jan I·ApriI5, 1967 

CEDAR FALLS, 25th lnr Div & 173rd Abn Bde 

Jan 7·Jao 20,1967 

SHE" A"\DOAH II, 1st Inr Div 
Sep' 28·,,\ov 19, 1967 

BILLINGS, 1st Inr Div , 
June 12·26, 1967 

ENTERPRISE, 9th Inr Div 

Feb 13·Mareh 10, 1967 

IV CORPS 

e t:an Tho 
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11 CORPS 

trBa " Me Thuot 

) Cam Ranh Bay 
\ 

'---1 

MANHATIA"i, 25th lor Div 

April 22 '·June 7,1967 

JUXCTIOl\ CITY, 173rd Abo 

Bde, 1st Inr Dlv, 
25th lor Diy, 196th LIB 
Feb 22·May 16, 1967 

DALLAS, 1st lof Div 
May 16·24, 1967 

A compa ny from the 199th Light Infantry Bri.gade captured 
an enemy sampan whieh yic1ded 220 pounds of TNT a nd over 
2,300 rounds o f ammun ition. 

Enemy acti on during A ugust was heavy. An enemy 
company struck the Edap Enang Montagnard r ese ttlement 
villag~ in the Centra] Highlands. Th e tank farm a t Nha Be 
City, 10 miles southeast of Saigon, "'as hit by communist fire 
causing extensive damage. And the Ban Me Thuot airfield 
in Darlac Province was struck b y mortars t""iee during the 
month. 

Two more American operatio ns started in August. The 
21·day Operat ion Benton resulted in 397 enem y killed and 
over ISO wea pons eaptured by elements of the 10Ist Airborne 
and the 196th Light Infantry Briga4e. A 20-d ay operation, 
dubbed Coronado IV. \\las launched by elements of tbe 9th 
Infantry Division. It accounted for 101 enemy deaths aDd 
180 weapons seized. 

In I CTZ tbe Marine bases at Gio Linh and Con Thien 
bega n to receive heavy artillery and mortar attacks. These 
attacks reached a peak during Scptember. Marine and Army 
artillery plus Ait Force homhers lift ed the siege from the 
DMZ bases. 

On September 3 the presidential elections we re held. 
About 83 percent o f the voters turned out, tbe slate of 
Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao Ky for president and 
vice president r espectively r eceiving the v oters approval. 
Th e voters also chose an upper house for the oe \\' government. 

New operations durin g tbe month incJuded: Tas k Force 
Oregon's Wheeler in I CTZ, aecounting for nearly 2,000 
enemy kill ed; the Mobile Riverine Force's Operati on Coronado. 
V in the D elta; cos ting the enemy 330 dead Operation Bolling, 

'cond ucted by the 173rd Airborne Bngade a nd elements of 
the 1st Cavalry Division; and the 1st Infantry Division 's 

The USNS Corpus Christi Bay is 
the world's only floating depot 
maintenonce fa cility, The 
Army's 34th General Support 
Group operates the fac ility, 
Photo by Sp4 Steve Kopels. 

Operation Shenandoa h in Binh Duo ng Pro'vince, which took 
956 cnemy lives and 100 weapons . 

I n Nha Trang a satchel charge expl oded .in the Neptune 
_NCO Club kiliing one civili an employee and wounding several 
civilian and military person nel. T errorists struck the 
Republie of Chi na Embass y in the capital with exp]osives and 
sniper fire. Extensive damage was done La the building and 
many easualties resulted. 

At the 9th Divis ion's base eam p at Bear Cat, Thailand's 
Queen Cohra R egi ment settled into their new home and 
readied themselves for future operations . 

Mobile Riverine Force boats move down the waterways 
of the Mekong Della searching for Charlie . Photo by 
SSgt. Robert Peterson. 
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AMERICAL DIVISION FORMED 
At Cbu Lai, Tas k Foree Oregon was redesignated the 

Ameri cal Divjsion, beco ming the only named division on 
active duty in th e U .S. Army. Now the blue patch wi th tb e 
whi.le s tars of the Sout hern Cross was to be secn in the P acific 
a rea once m orc. 

Russi a made a la tc September announcement th at a new 
milita r y ass istance ag ree ment bad been signed by the 
U.S.S. R. and :'\ortb Vietnam whereby the Russians ",",ould 
furnish "airplanes, a ntiaircraft a nd roc ke t equ_~~menl , ar~iI . 
Ic ry a nd s lJla )) arms ammunition and other military equip­
menl. .. ,. 

Early in October the Vietnamese Nati.onal Assembly 
validated tbe elec tion res ults. This was followed by the 
ios laUalion of tbe 60 newly elected membe rs of tbe upper 
house of the gove rnment . Later in the month tbe lower 
house elec tions were held with 73 pucent of the electorate 
turuj o'" out to complete the las t round of elec tions. On the 
las t d:y of the mo nth the inauguration eeremonies were 
condueted in downtown Saigon. 

Followi ng tbe in augura tion a parade of eivic and I~j~tary 
forces marched to celehrate tbe South Vietnames-fJ Nationa l 
Day. Flags of seven nat ions, representing the Free World 
ASl' i ~ tan ceforces io Vietnam , led the march order . 

In I CTZ Arm )' forces were increased as the 3rd Br igade of 
the ) s t CavaJry joined the AmericaJ Division. The brigade 
immedia tely began Operation V;rallowa . wbich was later 
combi ned with Ameriea]'s Operation Wheeler. 

HUEYCOBRA ARRIVES 
October al so saw the introduction of a helicopter especialJy 

des ig ued for g round support-the Huey Cobra. Thi:s gu nship , 
with advanced weapons systems, slim silhouette, high speed 
and maneuverability began combat operations in 1st Aviation 
Brigade units . . 

The 4 th Infantry Division st arted Operation MacAr tbu r 1O 

Pleiku Province and the 7th Squadron, 17th Cavalry joined 
t he I vymen in the Central Highlands during the .month. 
Also the 3rd Battalion, S03rd Airborne Infantr), arn ved at 
Qui Nhon to fu rthe r inc rease U.S. s trengt h in Vietnam. 

Communist activit y included a Nortb Vietnam Arm y 
regi men t's attack on an AR VN reg iment at Song Be with the 
North Vietnamese coming out on the short eud of the battle. 

A 175 mm gun speaks its· piece to 
the enem y in / Corps T as:tico/ 
Zone. The 2nd Batia/ ion, 94th 
Art illery fires the big guns in 
support o f operations along the 
DMZ. Photo by Sp5 Gdrdon 
Gahan. 

ARVN losses were only 10 kill ed to the Co mmu nis ts' 130. 

VC DEFEATED AT LOC NINH 
At Loc Ninh , near t he Cambodian border , two battalion.s 

of the 273rd VC Regi ment a ttaeked the perimeter ",here 
C IDG and ARVN t roops were lodged . The Vie t Cong broke 
th rough the perimenter and entered tbe v ilJage. Tbe lst 
Battalion, ]8th Infantry Wl:J, S one of th e 6rs t of tbe 1st Infantry 
D ivision units rus hed to help pusb t he enemy force f.rom the 
area. This was aeeomplished a ft e r d iffi cu lt s lreet 6ghting 
and digging the enemy out of th e perimeter hunkers they had 
occupied. When the ARVN, Speeial forees and 1s t Divisio n 
troops finally forced the enemy to brea k contact , other troops 
of the 18th Infantry were waiting as a hlocking force to cut 
them down . 

The encmy retrea ted to a rubher plantation five miles 
south of the Cambodian border to avoid air s trikes and 
artillery that harassed their move to high ground. On the 
third day of the battle the enemy hega n to re turn the artillery 
fire. Air s trikes 600n reduced the VC's 6re. 

Fighting broke out again when the Vie t Cong attaeke.d 
across the landing strip at the distric t headquarters . ThiS 
attempt was broken up, but not before the VC had tried to 
scale the walls of the outpos t. Enemy forces made sporadic 
attempts to ge t back into Loc Ninh, hut th ey were met by 
Amer.iean and ARVN patrols that hounded th em until they 
withdrew from the area , losing over 1,000 men killed in th e 
over·all ac tion. 

WEAPONS CACHE UNCOVERED 
Thirty miles eas t of Saigon in Phuoc Tuy Province, Com­

pany B , 2nd Batta]ion, 47th Infantry and Co mpany B, 3rd 
Squadron, 5th CavaLry were searchin g the area during ~he 
9th Division's Operation Akron ]]1. A co ncrete slah Wlth 
,,-i re hinges and handles was discovered. Wben it was 
opened. the troops found ~n entran ce to a ~un~eI complete 
with s teps cut into the 15 lde. Upon eXaIllJ. (Iatlon, a large 
supply of weapons, ammunj tion and medical supplies were 
found. Further tunnel discoveries were made in the im­
mediate area. "More arms, ammun ition and supplies were 
uneo vered as each tunnel was searched. The Lis t of equip­
ment brought out g rew to tremendous size and .included s.uch 
weapons as 7S mm pack howi tze rs and .50 ca.hber mae h.lOe­
guns. 
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HueyCobra gunships were introduced in October of 1967. With its speed, maneuverability, and firepower, the 
AH-IG has proven to be combat ready and reliable. , 

F inal count made this find the larges t ever di sco"\o ered . 
Beside15 o ther types of equipment and med ical supplies, there 
were 1,1 40 weapons of all types , 95 ,000 rounds of small arm s 
ammunition, 3,634 grenades and 452 mortar rounds. .'fany 
of the weapons were still packed in grease. cosmolinl! and 
plastic. 

November began quietly wlth the 9th Infantry Division 
un its sta·ning Operation Coronado IX and j oining with the 
11th Armored Cavalry, Aust ralian and Viet namese troops in 
Opera tion San ta Fe I in the Delta. Vietnamese Mar ines 
jOll1~d the 9th in Coronado IX after the exercise hl!gan. 
causlUg t he S02nd LoeaJ Force Ba ttal.ion to slowly ge t che wcd 
up in th e opera tion 65 mi.les southwes t of Sa igo n. 

BIGGEST BATTLE TAKES PLACE 
In the Central Highlands the rumhl ings of the bigges t 

battle of the war were re~ullnd ing in the hi.lls arou nd Dak To. 
Fo~ s~ve~al week.s ~n .telligence reports s howed increased enemy 
acti vI t y 10 the VlClrut y of Dak To, as tride the natural infiltra ­
tioo route along Route 312 north of Pleiku alld close to the 
~aotiall-Cambodian border. The town is norm a Uy gar­
n soned by ARVN troops and elements of a U .S. Special 
Forces-traincd Civilian Irregular Defense Group . 

Wb eo it IH'cam e apparen t the enemy was preparing hat­
tl efie ld positious for an assault 00 the town , the 4th Infantry 
Division 's 1st B rigade was deployed into the area. Two 
companies from the 3rd 'Battalion , 12t h Infa ntry made 
initi al . eont act with a s trong ~orth Vietnamese Arm y foree. 
Tbe hIlls soon resound ed to the sounds of the baLt le, which 
g rew in ferocity. The NV A regulars pinu ed the AmeriC'an8 
do,~. Th~ .3 rd Bat~aJion command er caned in air su pport 
agamst posHlons astnde t he s teep hill . Artillery and mOrtar 
fire combined wi th the bomhs to stem the enemy 6re. Morn­
ing recon patrols found the enemy so well entr~n cb ed he was 
barely hurt by tbe tremendous poundi ng. It was apparent 
the enemy was no t goi llg to gi ve up easily or melt away in to 
tbe jungle. 

Additional American and South Vie tna mese t roops were 
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caUed to reinforce thos~ presently locked in combat. Tbe 
173rd Airborue B rigade a nd later dements of the 1st Cavalry 
werc brought in to assist the 4 th Division troops. Besides 
ar~ill e ry a~rl heli copte r guns bip fire support, C-47 Dragon­
ShlpS and gia nt B-S2 bombers fl ew supporting missions for the 
ground troops . . Artille ry and airs trikes pounded the hills 
for hours. before infantry assaults on the enemy positions. 
The soldlers found th e enemy s till capable of delivering 
m urderous fire to s low his adva nce. Casual ties mounted on 
hot h sides, but g radually the NV;.\ t roops were for ced back 
toward the Ca mbodian borde r aDd sanctuary. One of the 
bloodiest battles was fou ght for Hill 875. The re mnants of 
the 24 tb , 32nd, 66th and 1"i41h ."VA Regimellts s tood and 
fought off American and ARVl' ~oldiers for four days in the 

Port of the largest enemy weapons coche ever found 
which tota/ed over 1, 140 pieces. 



area. When ThanksgiYing Day arrived, Amerieans had 
daimed tbe hiUtop and their turkey dinn er was served th em 
amids t the sha ttered bunk ers and trees. 

The enemy had paid a t errible priee for the Dak To battle. 
Hi s known lo~:,,('s were 1,641 men killed; how- manv more had 
been kill ed or se riously wounded and dragged fro~ the battle 
area would be inlpossihle to estimate . He had been !:ubjeeted 
to fantastic bombardments during the 26 days of baulc. 
Almost 138,000 rounds of artillery had been fired; 1,101 Army 
helicopter gunship sorties were flovon against him, combined 
with 1,869 Air Force sorties and 32 strikes by B-52 bombers. 
Man~· hill:, loo kt·olike jUJ'nLlcd pile,.; uf hUlle IlHtldl :-- li {·k :-- and 
splinters as great trees had been felled by the battle. 

The battle was the largcst in the war to datc-excceding 
I he Ia Dung Valley battle of 1966 and the Loc Ninh battle 
of the preccding month. 

Othcr November action: the enemy 's s helling of the base 
camp of the 2nd Brigade of the 25th Division and the division 
main base camp al Cu Chi , plus the start of Operation StrikeJ 
Ulliontown in Bi(-,11 Hoa Pro' inee b~· Ihe 1991h Light Infantry 
Brigade. The operation .. ,;as to account for 100 enemy Io:sses. 

THANKSGIVING IN THE FIELD 

Despite battles raging from the North to the South of thjs 
war-torn nalion, the 1st Logisti cal Command delivered-
57,000 whole turkeys and 325 tons of boneless turkey meat 
plus all the IrimmiDg~ of the traditional Thanksgiving feast. 
The impre8~ive figurt'"lS indudecl 28 tOIl i- of nanberr~' sauce. 
15 tons of nuts , 8 tons of candY , 11 of olivcs , and 33 of fruit 
cake. . 

The new "Three C Concept" of speeding supplies to the 

user was introduced during the month. The Cs stand for one 
eontainer, one eus tomer and one eommodity. The operation 
begins at a faetory "' bere a truek trailer is loaded. The 
trailer is then sealed and driven to port where the trail er is 
plaeed on a ship bound for a foreign porr. H ere it is un­
loaded and deJi,·ered , stili sealed, to the using eo mbat unit. 
Th e syste.n virtually eliminates pilferage and speeds the 
vital supplies to units in less time. Once unloaded. the 
empty 35-foot trailer il'. returned [0 port for another round 
trip. 

OAK SON TERROR 
Year-eud sa\.\' on e of the most atrocious terror attacks in 

Vietnam's bloody history. In tbe IHontagnard YiUage of 
Dak Son two battaliolls of Communists s truck on December S. 
The VC regulars quiekly pushed the local defense for ee into a 
s mall area, then rampaged up and down th e hamlet sl reets 
systematically burning do,'·n more than half the 150 thatcbed 
homes. \"(;ith flame throwers and grenades the Communis ts 
slaughtered people in their primitive homcs and bunkers. 
Se, en out of every 10 of the 252 victims were eidl er women or 
children, so me burned beyond recogn ition. An unknown 
number of men were kidnaped and led away by the 300-
m embcr Communist for ce. 

At Saigon the Constituent Assembly di!:banded as il s 
actiYities were completed . The newly eJected National 
Legisla tive A!:isembly convened to begin functioning as thc 
lawmakcr::; under the new constitution. 

New U.S. troops eonlinued to arrive in country during 
December, mostly f.rom the 10Ist Airborne Di,·ision. The 
3rd Brigade arri~ed at Bien Hoa on Dece mber 8; th e eom­
mand group on December 13; and the 2nd Brigade camc, five 

A trooper from the 173rd Airborne Brigode coils for 0 medic to oid his wounded buddy during fighting 
on Hill 882 near Dok To. Phofo by Sp5 Gordon Gohan. 
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A lone womon sits in the rubble of her villoge fol­
lowing the VC terror ottock on Dok Son where 252 
Montognords were killed by flome throwers ond hond 
grenodes . 

days. lat er to complete the huge airlift from Fort Campbell 
by gIant C-141 Starliftcrs. 

Jus t bef?re Chris tmas the ]]th Light Infantry Brigade 
completed 1ts movement from Schofield Barraeks Hawaii. 
to join the Americal Division at Chu Lai. The lIth brough~ 
t~e total U.S. troop strengt h to more than that of the Korean 
War. 

. The. Communists again showed their disdain for truces by 
VlolatlO~ both the Christmas and New Years truce periods. 
The Ch.nstmas truce was marred by 40 major incidents and 
the New Years by 63 major and 107 minor incidents. 

ENEMY KILLED 

83,386 

HOI CHANHS 

27,178 

VIETNAMESE ABDUCTED 

5,357 

VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS KILLED 

3,707 

ARVN CASUALTIES 

Killed 

12,716 

Wounded 

29,448 

FWMF CASUALTIES 

Killed 

1,105 

Wounded 

2,318 

U. S. MILITARY CASUALTIES 

Killed 

Army-6,514 

U.S.-9,353 

Wounded 

Army-33,556 

U.S.- 62,025 

1967 CASUALTIES 

Trailers ore stocked high on the deck of 0 Seo Lond 
tronsport ship thot is reody to unlood ot Com Ronh 
Boy. 
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Nation Building: 

Since tbe division of Vietnam in 1954, the Communi.st 
government in Hanoi has sought to take ovec South Vietnam , 
Througb tenorisro, assassination , and military aggression, 
Hanoi and tbe V iet Coog jn the South have tried to overthrow 

the government in Saigon. 
In 1954, President E isen.bower, in a letter to South Viet­

nam's President Ngo Dinh Diem, promised the support of tbe 
American people in Vietnam's struggle against aggression. 
This pledge was reney,'ed by President Kenned y. -who seot in 
large numbers of American advisers for the ARVN forces. 

Despit,e these e fforts. th e Communists continued to wage a 
s uecessful war of subversion , and by mid-1965 bad come 
dangerously close to achieving th eir objectives. In July of 
that year, President J ohnson res tated the pledges of }lis twO 
predecessors and sent American combat un its to ass ist the 
Army of t he R e public of Vietnam. 

The Uni ted States was not the only nalion to respond to 
South Vietnam's call for h elp. The Unitcd States provides 
the bulk of military assi stance , but Korea , Australia, Thai­
land , and New Zealand also have armed forces h ere, and no 
less than 40 nations of the free world ha ve r endered vital 
nonmilitary aid in the strugglc agai.nst aggression. This aid 
may be di vided into five main categories: 

(I) 
(2) 
(3 ) 
(4 ) 
(5) 

Medical Aid 
Educational and Vocational Aid 
T echnical Ass istance Programs 
AgricuLtuul Aid Programs 
Rese ttlement Programs 

MEDICAL AID 
The shortage of trained medical personnel has been 3 serious 

problem in the Rcpublic of Vietnam. Currently 13 Free 
World governmental and private organizatiOns are helping 

m eet this need. 
To brinu medicine to remotC areas of Vietnam , medical 

teamS fro~ N ew Zealand, Korea, the United Kingd om. the 
Philippines, Australia . the Republic of China, Germany. 
Japan, Spain, an d the UnitCd States are stationed throughout 
the Republic. Here are a few examples: 

* A 12-m30 Spanish mcdical team is nOW operating jll a 

provincial hospital and in Go Congo * A Korean mobile medical unit works in the coastal eity 

of Vung Tau. * Ne w Zealand ha s a n 8-man sur gicaltcam a t Qui N h on. * Philippine tcarns ha ve operated in several provinces, 

including Tay Ninh Province. * Quang Ngai clinic and Quang Ngai hospital bo th ha ve 
Canadian doctors and Cuban re fugee doctors ou their staffs. * The Republic of China h as sent a 10-man medical team 

to '\\'or"- at the Phan Thiet hos pital . 
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A Free World Effort 

f 
* The U~ted Sta~es has medical teams serving 10 many 

o thc provlDces of Vietnam. 
I * Over 150 ~rivate physicians from tbe United State .. on 
;~ve from then prac tices, have volunteered and serv: J. in 
\AletD~m. u nder a program sponsored by the American Medical 

sSOelatlon. * The German hospital ship "Helo-oland" d k I 

P
o t I h I:) oc s at severa 

tI r ~ a ong t. e coast to providc medical services as a UIlique 
I.loatwg hospital. 

~fedical teams could not operate were it not for the 
eXIste nee of adequate medical supplies B ]96- h 
510 000 000· . I d . Y I, more t aD 

'. ' In ~ta m e lea l supplies bad been donated b 
10 different natIOns. A few examples: y 

* Cana~a ~rovided t m illion doses of anti-polio v accine 
fo~ a mass ive Immunization progTilnl being conducted by the 
Vi etnamese Department of Public H ealth * In S~p.tem.J.,er, 1966, three tons of m~dical supplies were 
donat~d J.olntly by the Brazilian govcrnment and 14 private 
orga lllzatlOns. 
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~hese are ?nly ~ few of the varied and exte nsive medical 
a~sl~tance bemg gIven to the people of Vietnam by na tions 
o t.e free world. In a country engaged in war good medical 
:;rVl~ for l~e civilian and military populatio~s is essential. 

.lan 5 to t e free world, Vietnam today is enjoy in the 
highes t standard of medical treatment in its history. g 

EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL AID 
Vi K ey targets of Viet Coog assass ins are the t eaehers of 

letna~. The enemy realizes that the des truc tion of the 
sehools IS n ecessary for the final s ubver sion of society To 
coun te~ th ese ~~r?cities, and to expand and improv~ the 
edueallonal .fa~ilit'cs of Vietnam , nations of the frce world 

\h,~ve heen g.vlllg various forms of educational aid t o South 
Ictnam: 

* Ove r 1,400,000 textbooks have been provided for all 
school gradcs . * Free World professors are now lecturing in thc Republic, 
many of them on leave from their universiti es . 
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* Thou!Oands of scholars hips have heen made avai lable ~o 

descrving Vietnamese s tudents for the pu rpose of st u y 

abroad. 'd " 
* Aust ralia, New Zealand and Gcrm~n y are pr~vl IIlg 

lcchnicallraining aids toj'ie tnam. Machines and e~~ lp~~C~l 

for two tec hn ical school. .. . one at Dalal and onc at la In, 

were given by Germany. 

Free world edu cational aid is aimed in sev.c ral di~e~tioJ~s . 

It sc:ek.<l. LO gi"e Lo Vic tn1rnesc people le(,~nI~al ~ralnln~ I~ 
ord er that they might man"'ge thei r own speclall zcd rndu:<; lnes, 

. . k , to gi ve Vi etnamese s tu de llt!' lh f; 0PI,o rlunily to 
It sec· . ddt ' nal 
s tudy abroad ; aod abo\'e a ll. it tri es to expan . e uca 10 

~ ortunitics for a ..; man y you ng pe o?h. a~ possible . . A ~ the 

~~lary provide;;; securi ty' in hitheno In ~eeure are~s, It wil l. he 

)ossible for the s tudent .... of Vie tnam to pur~uc Ihelr ed~ca tlOn 

I . h f f V' et Conu terrori s m free world aSSistan ce 
Wit nut ear 0 I t>' 1fT ' f bette r 
will provide them with the too ls an< ae llllCl:; or a 

lornorro .... ·. 

TECHNICAL ASSJST Af"CE 
There i ~ no g rea ter ind ica t io n of the free world 's be l ie~ in 

the future of Soulb Vic tnam tban in the l on~ range teeht~l~al 

assl~tance , p<OJ' eel'> nnw being undert aken In the Repu Ie. 

. S th of Da Na ng lies tbe An Hoa / Nong Son i~dust~ial 

co; ~ l~ ~ whcre South V;etnam's on ly coa l mi?e I S bemg 

dev~lo~ed with the aid of Fren eb and Germ an tnve-'5t.men\ 

h 'ded machin ery fo r the eonstructlon 0 

Ge r many as pro\ 1 d h f d ed many 

ehem ieal plants near th is eomple~ a l~ <;a~ un,s S ueh a 

million " of dolJar~ ill long-t erm eapltalln\· e~ tlJlen~, h 

' . b f Ih )eople In t c sur-
ro ' ee l wi lt nOI only crea te JO l" Or elf 

~ou~din areas. hut 'wi ll al~o stimulate ma ny ot?e,r ,sec,tors 0 

g .J ·'de bene6ts far abo\'e the Inltlallllvcs t-
t he economy ann pro\ I 

m Clu. . 8 I ' . and 225 
' The U nit ed States has gl\'en 4_ Oeomotl\'es, 

fre: hl ea r~ for tbe Vietnamesc nat ional r ai lway, ~n I,:"p~rt~nlt 
co n~ribut ion in the e ffort to reestab lish commUfHeatw n::. l\It I 

all part s of t he nation . . . Ban 

. ~u<;trali a construc ted a 55-kilowatt radIO SlattOn at , 

~. ~ . h lb ' the UO \ 'ernment 5 
i\-l e T hll ot. This slation e ps rIng, 0 

. s of the Centra l Highlands. 
mcssage to remote arca d 

;'r, At Thu Duc, the U nited Sta.tes bas co ~plete. a wat:r 

purification plant which now se rvi ces the entlfe Salg~n are
h

. 

For the firs t time, the Saigon/ChoJon areas can ellJoy t e 

b enefit s o f pure watcr. 

d . l nance of Vietnam's 
With the improvements an malll c . d 

communications, it .... ·ill be possible to keep the country unite . 

and prevent the Vi e t Cong from iso lati ng portions of tbe 
co untryside. 

Industry, communications, power-tbese are the 6elds in 

which free world tec hnica l assis tanee is no\V being given. 

When tbe war is over, these proj ee ts will remain to help the 

Vietnamese people and economy. 

AGRICUl TURAl ASSISTANCE 

Vie tnam is one of tbe ri ches t rice producing nations in all 

of Asia, a nd the development of ag ri eultu re is of prime eon­

cern. Man y free world nations are seek ing to further tbe 

development of eooperatives to promote agricultural develop_ 
ment. 
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* The Republic of China has had an agri cultural miss ion in 

Vie tnam since 1959. Working through the i\Iinistry of 

Agricultu re and local farmers, tbe 71~-man mission has been 

seeking to promote better erop development in tbe Hue, 

Phan Rang, Dalat, Bien Hoa and Long Xuyen areas. 

* Australla has pro\ ided valuable materi al including an 

ex perimental dairy farm , irriga t ion equipment. fa rm tools , 

lives t ock and poultry breeding cquipment, a milk plant , ri ce 

silos, and aruma l vaecine produetion equipmen t. 

* Ge r many has provid ed 84,000,000 in long- term inves t­

Illent for (he importation of rnachinrs, too ls and fertil izers, 

* The largest contribution, in ternl~ or /huney, has co me 

from the United Slates, ''''host'' agricultu ral aid program b~ 
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