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Your tour of duty with the United States Army, Vietnam, is ended. 
May your trip home and reunion with family and friends be the 
pleasant, happy occasion you have anticipated. You go horne with 
my best wishes. 

As veterans of this war, you can now look back with perspective on 
your experiences and know the trying and difficult tasks inherent in 
fighting to protect the freedom of peace-loving people against Com­
munist invaders. You know of the local Viet Cong terrorists who 
kill and maim their own neighbors, and appreciate the terror and 
destruction they spread. Having served here, you understand better 
than many of our countrymen the meaning of aggression against South 
Vietnam. 

You have fought beside soldiers of the Armed Forces of the Republic 
of Vietnam and many. other nations in a common struggle. You have 
been more than just a combat ally to the South Vietnamese soldier. 
Many of you have worked with his people in hamlet improvement and 
pacification programs and been looked upon as a teacher and builder, 
as well as a fighter. 

People at horne will want to hear your story of the war. Te ll it. Whether 
you served in a combat or combat support ro le, part of your story is re ­
flected in the pages of this magazine. I hope this publication will serve 
to assist you. 

I extend my sincere appreciation for your help in accomplishing our task 
in Vietnam, and my thanks for a job well done. Good luck in the future. 

General, United States Army 
Commanding 
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The loss of South Vietnam would set in motion 
a crumbling process that cou ld , as it progressed, 
have grave consequences for us and for freedom. 

Pres ident Dwight D. Eisenhower 
1959 

. .. the United States is determined to help Vietnam 
preserve its independence, protect its people against 
Communist assass ins, and build a better life through 
economic growth. 

President John F. Kennedy 
1961 

The central issue of the conflict there is the ag­
gression by North Vietnam against the brave and 
independent people of South Vietnam. If that ag­
gression is stopped, the people and government 
of South Vietnam will be free to sett le their own 
future-and get on with the great tasks of national 
development. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
1965 

Articles: Vietnam in Retrospect, Page 2-4; 1954-61, Page 8-11; 1961-4, Page 14-17; 
1965, Page 20-22 ; 1966, Page 28-31 ; 1967, Page 34-45; and 1968, Page 46-51 
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supervision of the Information Office, USARV, APO San Francisco 96375, for distribution to U.S. Army Returnees upon 
completion of their tour in th e Republi c of Vietnam. Printed by Toppan Printing Company, Ltd ., Tokyo, Japan. 
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tion is acknowledged tothe Military History Branch, MACV; the Command Historian, USARV; and the U.S. Army Pictorial 
Center for their support. 
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To understand thoroughly the war it is bes t to unde rs tand 
first Vietnam's past. The Vietnamese people have b een 
waging a s truggle for independence for nearly 2,000 year~ . 

After centuries of Chinese domination, the in vaders were 
dri ven from the Red River Delta in 938 A.D. at t.he ballie o f 
Bach Dang. AtLempts to retake the area were repelled , 
and in 946, though by no means out of'danger from the 
Chinese, the first independent Vietnam became a reality . 

'Vith the exception of a 20-year interlude of Chinese 
reoccupation in the early 15th Century, Vietnam remained 
independent for the next 900 years . 

The L y D ynas t y . established in ]009, was th e first grea t 
Vietnamese dynas t y, and after an interva l of confus ion, 
ush ered in a period of population growth, cultural develop­
ment , territorial ex pansion , prosperity and stabili ty. The 
Ly rulers gave the government the form it re tained until 
the F ren ch conquest in the 19th Century . 

Th e role of emperor became a ll-important. He was at 
once the father of the nation-family, the absolute temporal 
monarch in whom all power of s tate resided and finall y, the 
religious h ead of the realm and intermediary between it and 
heaven. The work of administering the country was carried 
on b y the civ il bureaucracy-the so-called mandarinate. 

In mid-13th Century the armies of Kublai Khan sought 
to invade Dai-Viet . as Vietnam was called t.hell. Three 
Lime they were repelled . the las t time in 1287 under General 
'Iran Hung Dao. 

The Vietnamese only enjoyed the ir independence by 

Vietnam 
In 

Retrospect 
realiz ing that the ir survival depended on their relat.ionship 
with China. Knowing th eir own weakness and making the 
appropriate gestures to the Chinese, the Vietnamese were 
allowed to enjoy the maximum degree of indcpendence, but 
always as a tributary s tate to China. 

THE EUROPEAN INFLUENCE 
T he Eur opean wave reached Vietnam in 1535 with the 

arrival in Da Na ng Bay of the Portuguese Captain Antonio 
de Faria . For a cf:ntury the PortugueSle dominated European 
commerce in Vie tnam. Confronting a strongly organized 
state power and a sop histi cated officialdom, they could not 
impose the ir will o n the Vietnamese, as they had the W es t 
Indians. 

The first Cathol ic miss ionaries ente red Vietnam in the 16th 
Century and with the halt in trade. they remained almost 
the only Europeans in the co untry. Confu cian-oriented 
officials h ad the ir misgivings about the new religion. T hey 
suspected it as t he forerunner of conquest, and they feared 
th e effect upon the tradit.ional orde r which had bcen the 
foundation of the state for centuries . 

Miss ionary activities SOOIl spread, despite a loosely enforced 
ban. Christiani ty was embraced b y a subs tan tial portion 
of the Vietnamese population over the years. 

THE FRENCH ARRIVE 
Toward the middle of the ]9th Century. pressure was 

The cathedral at Tay Ninh is the Holy See of the Cao Dai church. 
founded in 1926, is a blend of Buddhism, Confucianism and 
the major religions of Vietnam. Photo by JUSPAO. 

Cao Daism, 
Christianity, 
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Rice Farming 

Hluu ll ting in iliflul'litial Frcndl fluarl c rs for po:o: il iv(' actio ll 

In e:O: labli . .., h a I'o;; ilion in Vielnanl. T hi i'. pressure n 'sult cd 

from a ll (' nvy (If the IHJ wf'r ot he r European Ii alionh were 

cs ta hli ,; hillp: ill A,;ia alit! a de~ irc l u protec t the mi ss ionaries 

who we re. at times, he ing persf'c ul ed . 

11'1 laSH Ih(' Frt'll('h ('a pturcd Ih e (' il y o f Da N ang. rn 

.Iul y 186 1 IIH'~' too k Sai~on. The nf' xl June the Vie tnamese. 

('our I at Hue ced('d Saigon and Ill(' adjal'('1I1 area 10 the 

Fre nc h alit! ag n 'cd to I HI ~ ' an indl · Hlni t~' . Bv 1867 lh l' w('s t­

t'l' ll pari o f tilt' ;;o lltlH'rn delta was arHle x l'd , and Ih e area 

k nn" II a:-- Co(' llin Chirla ( th e f' xl rf'Ill(' !<oulhe rn portion of 

Vi('lnam) wa~ und e r Frt ' nc h c· unll'o l. 

For LIlt' II (':-..t 30 V('ar:-- Ill(' Frc nc'h cOII:->o lidalecllhe ir control 

o ver Jncil)('hin a, or what todav is No rlh and Su uth ViCinalll , 

La\J ."~ an cl Cam hndia , . 

'I'll(' ha ,.; ie polili"al ."InH'lurc of Frcnch Ind ochina wa.'i 

t'om pl"lt'd b~' 1900. l-:a('ll uf Vit'tna m's Ihn '(' re~ i o n ... we re 

Ireal (·t! ,"(' llaralt'l y altlloul!; h !la.s ic poli .. y deci,.; ioll i'. we rc 

macic' ill P01ri:--, 
Tilt, e mp('wr afld 11.1 ' III <'l1lrial'illal e rC ' lllaillt·d ill hOlh ce llI nil 

Hll ti lI o r th Vil· t lla lll : Clwhin Cllill <l wa,.; admini";lt" 'I'c1 dirccll y 

h y tlH' -FrI·rl .. li . T Ilt' old ,.; 1 nlt'lUl' l' of go\·crll ill e ill. rerna ill",i , 

IHlt it "<l:-- a fnHII . for allrnajor dC'('i ... ion;; wert' IIlade by Fn.· /It,h 

aut horil il·~. 
Fn' ll eli n ll (· '\iI ." cit'lrinlt'lllal til Vict llallll' .<: e :-;oc ie lv and 

('u llllrt'. It tll ·lIl o l'a li zl·d 1111 ' 1·lIlperor;.; and Illalllla~illat c, 

II' lid ill g 10 1111'11 I Ii .. 111 inlo ... e lf-!<et·ker ... and yes Ilwn . 

F ""ll c h 1'0101liali "; llI a l .... o had profound eco nomic c ffe(·I.'i 

011 Ilu,' n 'g illil. Larg,' :--(, 01 1" agr ic ultura l a nd rubher phl nl a­

l iufI :-- :-; IHHI appcart'tI; ah,"I' lIl t'(' o\nll'r~hi p gn·\\'. Pro:-; pl ·rou .'i 

\ il'lllallll ':-- \' lIu n I·d ili lo II ... t·itie.'i. alld lIl on' alld mort' of th e 

lalld \\0.1:-- lilic'd ,,~ IH'a;-.alll~ ,, 110 ciiclnol OWII it., Larg.·-,,;cale 

"anal :--~:-- II'IIl . ..; \\1 '1'\' d ug in li lt" J\II' koll g Df'lta 10 ex ploit rice 

produl'l iun . By t'a riy 201 It C" IlI IIry Ih (' Fn'lIeh had lIIana~cd 

10 l' l'ot lll (' t· a I'i t'i' :-- ul'fllu :o: . 1 ~\l1 111 (' wor,.; 1 ahll.'w .... o f ah .... cnlet· 

tlwllC'l's hip had 01 1:-:0 tll '\ e lopc' cl. 

Eul't' lwall id. ·a .... alld ('u llll rt· pCI'IIH'alf'd Ihe cOli litry , (''' 111' (' ­

iall y alliolig t I ... malldnl'ill d01 ~"; t·";. But \~rt':-:ICnl I ho ught 

al ... o ,.; 1 i Il1tda I (·d anol hcr 1110\'1' IIH"III- V ic t Ilalll c .... e lIal ion a li ... m. 

THE RISE OF NATIONALISM 

Ea rl y in Ih .. 20 th C" lllllr), lIatiollali:-.t mo\'c rIlCIlL.<: began 

to develop. in itiall y among urban illl f' llectuai,;. Numerou l'l 

atlli- F rcndl S('('I'cl l'loc ic l il· .'i d",'e lo p",I, but Inos!. we re loo!-;cly 

o rganizcd an cl ha d no wt·lI-d e fin ed politi ca l objec Li w'''. 

The leadership o f th e c1ande''' lin e nationalis t mo vc ment. 

3 

in Vietnam was eventuall y taken o ver b y th e Indoch incsc 

Co mmuni s!. Party (Dollg Duo n g: Co ng San Dang), Formed 

ill i-lolI g Kong in 1930. it un itcd several ex is tin g inde pcnde nt 

Co mmulli s t g roups lInd er tlH~ leadcr.'i hip o f Nguye n Ai Quoc 

- Ia lcr k no wn a s H o Chi -Minh. 

JAPANESE OCCUPATION (1940-1945) 

\X' he n France fell to Cerman y in June of ] 940, the Vic hy 

Covernmcllt a cceded to the d cmands of th e Japa nese. E vent ­

uall y a ll of French Induchina ca me unde r Japanese control. 

T he French a dminis tration was permitlecl 10 remain intact., 

and man y lucrati vc" ag rCC llH'nl S were I'naJ e between wea llh y 

French inte n '1S Ls ill Vie tnanl and t he occu py ing forces. 

Ho Chi Minh , in tht : mcantimc, had b ecome th e Ic'Hli ng 

nat ional poli l ical figure in Vie tn a m. T o broad e n Ihe social 

and politi cal ba .... c of it!; a c ti v iti~',.;, hi s parL y adopt.cd a po li cy 

of co ll aboralion wi lh a ll nOIl·Co mmunis t nationalis t s. The 

unilt,tl fronL organ ization was kno wn a.s the Vietna m 111-

dqH'nd\'llce Leag ue (Vie t Na ill Doc Lap Dong Minh ), or the 

Vif'I Minh. 
O ne of the firs t actions of the Viet 1\1 inh was to form g u (· rril­

la haJld ~ ulltlt'r th e direc tio n of Yo Ng uye n Giap, to ope rate 

in Vic tnamese l erritory again :- ' t he Japancsj' a nd French. 

A lthoug ll 1-10 was jailed in 194 1, th e a c ti vities of the Vie t. 

:Millh cont inued. \'\fo rking ill nati o na list g ui se. 1-10 Chi 

Minh cfl'cct ivc ly strengt henerlth e organizalion o f Co lllmunist 

ce ll s th" oug ho ut Vie tnam . 

III Augusl 194-5 E mpero r nOl O Dai, fcarin g the French 

wou ld re turn once III(' Japane,;(' collapi'.ed , a bdi ('a tcd h is 

thro nc and h a nd l'd O\ t'r power 10 110 Chi Minh, In Sep­

teln bcr of that yea r F n' lI ch troops W('re o nce again in Vie tnam. 

For a yea r Ho cOlldu cted llt'got iatio ns with the Fre nch 

ill an efro r t to assure so m c fo rm of inclqH'ndt'!l('e for Vic tll a m. 

But the Fn'nch dema nds wt: re so una('c'l' pt a blc thal by 

D ecemb{'rl 946. the Vie t Millh d ec id ed Ihat the onl y way 

to achi f'\ 'c an indcpl'liciC'nl Vietna m was th rough a wa r of 

libe l·a t ion. 

The ster.n faces of victor and vanquished are 

shown In thi s photo, taken shortly after the 

fall of Dien Bien Phu. The French commander 

is turning over his garrison to the representati ve 

of the Viet Minh. 
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The Geneva conference opens in April, 1954. Negotiations on Indo-China began May 8, the 
part icipants including Communist China , Laos, Cambodia, South Vietnam and North Vietnam. 

For the nex t eight years the French battled the nationalis ts. 
T he V ie tnalllcse pcorilc s u ffe red greatly. but in the end the 
French 'Wcrt: defeated. On May 7, 1954, the French artny 
was d ecisively defeated at Dien Bien Phu. 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE 

The day after the ballie of Dicn l3icn Phu the Geneva 
Confe rence turned its attention to the Frcnch·lndochina 
\Var. The conference had been called by the Big Four to 
di scuss the Korean a nd Indochina problems. 

The agr eement reachc(l for Vietnam fixed a provisional 
demarca tion line rough ly along the 17th parallel and pro vided 
for th e tOLal evacuation of French mi litary forces, as well 
as the removal of Vi et Minh forces from the South . Freedom 
of movf ment between the two sections was g uara.nteed for 
300 da ys . An Intern at ional Control Commission wa.s formed 
to supervise the truee agreemen ts, its members comi ng from 
CanaJa, India, and Poland. Fina lly a provision was made 

for the ho lding of general elcc tions throu ghout Vietnam 111 

Jul y 1956. 
Ho Chi Minh never acceded to this agreemenl. I twas 

inconcei,able to him that Vietnam should be divided. 
The F rench proceeded to hand over the controls a nd ad­

minis trafion to the non-Commu nist Vietnamese, formin g the 
State of Vietnam , with its capital in Saigon . In Han oi Ho 
began the total comnHlnization of the nation nor th of the 
17th parallel. Later he was to turn his attention southward. 

Despite the cease-fire agreement , a well-organized Viet 
Minh underground was deliberatel y left beh ind in the Sout h. 
This underground network formed the nucleus of s ubseq uent 
Communist ins urgency originated in Hanoi and direc ted 
agains t the Saigon reg ime. 

Vie tnam was left di vided; the South had a pro-\Ves te rn 
government struggling to es tab lish a non-Communist society 
and in the North , Ho Chi Minh busily was organ izing a 
Communist state which wou ld be th e base for the real ization 
of h is ultimate dream of a unified Comm unist Vietnam. 
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hat Is A Sold 

an Engineer constructing an artillery 

firing site ... 

6 

He IS an Infantryman or MP 

on patrol ... 

a helicopter crew member ... 
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• ler In USARV 
or he humps supplies from 

depot to the field ... 

asks you, "Are you working?" ... 

keeps his tank rolling ... 

or patches you up 
to keep you rolling. 
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1954-1961 

Years Of Trial-Year 
The Geneva Acco rd,.. uf 19,,,)4 rc:-.u l lcd in IIII' c rl'a ti on uf a 

North and SOllih Yic lnam. t\ lth ou ~h tl](' Unitt·d S t,lt es 
was n o l i-ig llalury lu Iht· Accun l:.., our gov.- nllllt·ll ! \Vorke, 1 
quie tl y b ehind lilt" :-:.CeIl C:-' . 

At Ihi . ..; ~allH" lime Lh f' g roundwork fur t.he S uuth Ea:-l 
Asia Trt:a t y Organization (S EATO) wa,,; be ing laid. III 
Scplt' lIIht'r th e trea t y wa~ :-. i gIH·d ill Mani la. SOlllh Viet nam 
wa:, induded in the trl'al~ ' a,.. a " prot ocol :-, talt'" "il ll IIII' 
.... ignaturics ~ pcc ifi call y <HOe(' pl in g- the obligat ion , if a :-. kt-ti 
by the Co\'e rlllllt ' lil of Soulh Vi e tnam. Lu lak" '1I'liuli ill 

rc .... Jloll ~e lu af llll'd all;wk again:' 1 So uth Vi,'!n<lm alld 10 
(;on :-: ult 011 appropriate lIH'a :-. urcs if Suulh Vi" !lI a m \\('ft· :"t ub­
jcc Lcd to s ul"cr:-- ivc a c li v itit ' ... , 
, In lall' 1951· Pre~ id e lll Ei ~ I ' !dlO W1'r ill :-;t itul e d 
aid for 1114' !1t~W count ry, 
int('rc:-; I ill South Vietna m, 

Thu,,, IIt' g-an ac ti ve 
cco llullli c 
A m c ri ea n 

To ulldt ' r~tand the (!\I'Il\:-' fu lltJ \\i n~ we mu~ t look at IIII' 
Il c\l' lopmc llt of ~orth Vil' lrlanl ; th e ri~e of Ill<! Vi,' 1 Con:; 

President Ngo Dinh Diem 

8 

Ho Chi Minh 

anti 111I' ir a~~ i,.talln: from I Iii.' "u ri II : arid 1 III' inl'n'al'"tI e"u· 
nOlllie aJltllllilil .. u\· aid 10 I III' Soulh fU rlli ~ llt'd II\, Ih c U n ill'd 
5 1011 (',,, , 

i\orlh Vi,'III<l1II under 1141 C h i i\l inlr IJt'~all all illllil cdialt' 
cU Il . ..,o lidaliuli of forn '"," Man ), COlllllluni ,.\:-, 1II0\l'd 11 0 1'111 
of I h(' 17 1 It paralld- all 1':-1 i llIal "d 90,000- \\ hill' II!omand, .. 
of ('a n ' full~ :-,, 11'(" 11,11 part y 1I1t ' ItJiH'J' :-' \\erc ordcred 11.1 rt'lllain 
Iw hi ntl" T ilt ,\, \\,'n' l ult! It I hid t, Ihe ir w('apO II " <llltl wail 
fur thl" ,"aiL . 

Ii a il ul prt>u lIled the Soulh \\tH lltl rail 1I11,lt-r Ilwir ,'ullln ,1 
b v :-Lrlnl' r,..,iull. ,and forei' \\Uldd 11111 l it' JI"{T~~aT), \\ 111'11 
I';e So uth hceo.J lIH' mo n ' an d ilio n' pr":-p,'roll,.. i;1 :- I'il, ' o f 
Cornrnlllli~t 1'1'1l,' lralioll tlf Soulll Vi" lllalltt"~e ~tl\t'rrlllle lli 
agc ll c it, ,, an d all(,llIl't s at ag ilat io n ant! propaga!u la , it e alil e 
a s a s luH' k 10 II II' CtJ nrJlluni ~ l s. 

Agilat or:-; an d a~(' I1I :- we r e being l'x l, o,.:ed for \\hal lir,'y 
WI"r(' , ca u :-; ing murale 10 dro !, in tir e Communi,.t nrg-an iza lioll 
and llIall Y ,!t'fl'I.: liulls to occur , Tn wu r,.en rn .a ll (' r~. Ihl' 
No rth !'I'r nlpila food Ollll'lIl dropped h~' I O IwrcI' liL a~ tilt' 
Soulh 's improved by 20 p e rCI' IiI . A Ull lUrilil''': ill Ihe ,urtir 
were adlllittill~ open ly liral fuod proti llt' li un ~ua l " \\"Ct' n u l 
be ill ~ reac hed, 

D cs pilf' \or t h V ie tnam 's v a :; t1 y larger indus trial complex, 

1954-1961 

Years Of Trial-Year 
The Geneva Acco rd,.. uf 19,,,)4 rc:-.u l lcd in IIII' c rl'a ti on uf a 

North and SOllih Yic lnam. t\ lth ou ~h tl](' Unitt·d S t,lt es 
was n o l i-ig llalury lu Iht· Accun l:.., our gov.- nllllt·ll ! \Vorke, 1 
quie tl y b ehind lilt" :-:.CeIl C:-' . 

At Ihi . ..; ~allH" lime Lh f' g roundwork fur t.he S uuth Ea:-l 
Asia Trt:a t y Organization (S EATO) wa,,; be ing laid. III 
Scplt' lIIht'r th e trea t y wa~ :-. i gIH·d ill Mani la. SOlllh Viet nam 
wa:, induded in the trl'al~ ' a,.. a " prot ocol :-, talt'" "il ll IIII' 
.... ignaturics ~ pcc ifi call y <HOe(' pl in g- the obligat ion , if a :-. kt-ti 
by the Co\'e rlllllt ' lil of Soulh Vi e tnam. Lu lak" '1I'liuli ill 

rc .... Jloll ~e lu af llll'd all;wk again:' 1 So uth Vi,'!n<lm alld 10 
(;on :-: ult 011 appropriate lIH'a :-. urcs if Suulh Vi" !lI a m \\('ft· :"t ub­
jcc Lcd to s ul"cr:-- ivc a c li v itit ' ... , 
, In lall' 1951· Pre~ id e lll Ei ~ I ' !dlO W1'r ill :-;t itul e d 
aid for 1114' !1t~W count ry, 
int('rc:-; I ill South Vietna m, 

Thu,,, IIt' g-an ac ti ve 
cco llullli c 
A m c ri ea n 

To ulldt ' r~tand the (!\I'Il\:-' fu lltJ \\i n~ we mu~ t look at IIII' 
Il c\l' lopmc llt of ~orth Vil' lrlanl ; th e ri~e of Ill<! Vi,' 1 Con:; 

President Ngo Dinh Diem 

8 

Ho Chi Minh 

anti 111I' ir a~~ i,.talln: from I Iii.' "u ri II : arid 1 III' inl'n'al'"tI e"u· 
nOlllie aJltllllilil .. u\· aid 10 I III' Soulh fU rlli ~ llt'd II\, Ih c U n ill'd 
5 1011 (',,, , 

i\orlh Vi,'III<l1II under 1141 C h i i\l inlr IJt'~all all illllil cdialt' 
cU Il . ..,o lidaliuli of forn '"," Man ), COlllllluni ,.\:-, 1II0\l'd 11 0 1'111 
of I h(' 17 1 It paralld- all 1':-1 i llIal "d 90,000- \\ hill' II!omand, .. 
of ('a n ' full~ :-,, 11'(" 11,11 part y 1I1t ' ItJiH'J' :-' \\erc ordcred 11.1 rt'lllain 
Iw hi ntl" T ilt ,\, \\,'n' l ult! It I hid t, Ihe ir w('apO II " <llltl wail 
fur thl" ,"aiL . 

Ii a il ul prt>u lIled the Soulh \\tH lltl rail 1I11,lt-r Ilwir ,'ullln ,1 
b v :-Lrlnl' r,..,iull. ,and forei' \\Uldd 11111 l it' JI"{T~~aT), \\ 111'11 
I';e So uth hceo.J lIH' mo n ' an d ilio n' pr":-p,'roll,.. i;1 :- I'il, ' o f 
Cornrnlllli~t 1'1'1l,' lralioll tlf Soulll Vi" lllalltt"~e ~tl\t'rrlllle lli 
agc ll c it, ,, an d all(,llIl't s at ag ilat io n ant! propaga!u la , it e alil e 
a s a s luH' k 10 II II' CtJ nrJlluni ~ l s. 

Agilat or:-; an d a~(' I1I :- we r e being l'x l, o,.:ed for \\hal lir,'y 
WI"r(' , ca u :-; ing murale 10 dro !, in tir e Communi,.t nrg-an iza lioll 
and llIall Y ,!t'fl'I.: liulls to occur , Tn wu r,.en rn .a ll (' r~. Ihl' 
No rth !'I'r nlpila food Ollll'lIl dropped h~' I O IwrcI' liL a~ tilt' 
Soulh 's improved by 20 p e rCI' IiI . A Ull lUrilil''': ill Ihe ,urtir 
were adlllittill~ open ly liral fuod proti llt' li un ~ua l " \\"Ct' n u l 
be ill ~ reac hed, 

D cs pilf' \or t h V ie tnam 's v a :; t1 y larger indus trial complex, 



s Of Decision 

the So uth 's per capita g ro.'is national produc t was morc than 
50 p e rccnt higher- S II 0 per person ve rSLI S S70 per person 
in the Nor th (1960 es timate). T he North 's fai lu res coupled 
with the South 's successes caused a major revision in ove rall 
s trategy. A rmed forces wou ld ha ve to be employed to lake 
over the Sou t h! 

TERRORISM BEGINS 

By 1958 the plan was obvious. T crroriSl1'l increased ap­
preciabl y. The so-ca lled w('alth y peasant , school teachers 
and adminis trati ve ofr icia ls we re favor ite targets of attack. 
III 1959 t he pace of te rroris m accelerated . and recruiting 
for t he Vie t Cong was stepped lip. 

COIlHl'lunis L p ~opaga lld a tri ed to exploi t the confus ion b y 
s latin g the South was fa lling apar t and was unab l(' to protec t 
it s people. E ve n up Lo 1960 the entire campai gn to take 
ovcr South Vietnalll was completel y ulld er the direc tion of 
th e No rth. 

No t until December 20, 1960, did the National Liberation 
Fron t a ppear. At that time t he Front issued a manifesto 
announ cing its foundati on all d program. Lt call e(i for t he 
ovcr throw o f the di sg uised colonial r egime of the United 
States imperia lis ts and th e dictatorial Die Hl Admini :; trat ion. 

r.ommunist propaganda tri ed to establish t hat th c ac ts of 
le rror were from popular di scontent with Ngu Dillh Diem and 
hi :; palace regime. J l in ~ i " ted th e Viet COll g rece ived it s 
wea pon s from captured Anll'ri ca n and French so urces. 

Elaborate precaut ion ;.; we re taken 1.0 preven t di scovery 
of Nor th Victnam clie su pport of t.he !'o uthern Communist 
o r~a ni z alion. R eliable sou rces estimate 40.000 trained 
military personnel in f iltrated from North to SOllt h Vie tnam 
throug h La os in Ill(' fi ve -yea r period of 1959- 196t. 

HO CHI MINH TRAIL 

When an infiltrator arri vl:S at th e Laotian bord er hi s North 
Vi e t na mese Arm y unifunn i."i exchanged fora Lao "' Iwutra li s t" 
uniform. He J'T'l us t give up a ll personal cfrcc ts of an in­
c rimi na t ing nature. A local guide takes him ha lfway to the 
fi rst of a se ri es of way .-:La lions along the infamous 1-10 Ch i 
Mi nh Tra il. There he is met by t he nex t gu id e until the 
proce~s has led t.he infiltrator onto South Vie lnamese soi l. 

Here he receives a setof black civ ilian pajama-like clothes, 
two ullmarked unifol'lll s. rubber sandals, a s weatel', a ham­
mock, mosquito n ell in g and waterproof sheet. in g. After 
being issued a 3-5 da y ~ lIppl y of food and medicin es, he is 
ass igned to a uni t for o pera t iOIl. 

T he other infiltratioll rou te of this pe riod was by sea. 

I.J\OS 
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Agents departed from ports just north of the 17th parallel 
with fal se identity paper of innocent-looking fishing vessels. 
This route has since become too ri sky with improved pa trol­
lin g by the South Vietnamese with U.S. Navy assistance. 

The Gencva Accords had called for a genera l elec tion in 
1956 t o unitc the two parts of Vietnam. In that yea r the 
South Vietnamese Government under Dicm rejected the 
possibility of a free election. The North prot ested loudl y, 
but withou t sincerity. After the Geneva Accords a high 
North Vie tnamese official , Pham Van Dong, was asked who 
he thought wou ld win s llch an elcction. He replied , ·· You 
know as well as I do that there won' t be any elections." 

CLASSIC STRUGGLE 
Hanoi wa~ determined to milit a ril y conquer the South 

with class ic guerrilla tact ics. The plan called for the th ree­
phased warfare outlined in Mao Tse-Tung's early writings. 
One, the enemy is harassed and weakened by guerrilla tact ics . 

Two, he.. is engaged in mobile warfare by units up to battalion 
size. And finall y, in all-out warfare by regular forces , the 
ultimate victory is won. 

Phase one of t he battle occurred froTn 1954 to roughl y 1960. 
During this period th e United Sta tes had first assis ted the 
Diem Govern ment with economic aid and, with ratification 
of the SEATO treaty in the U.S. Senate in ea rly 1955, had 
added military advisors 1.0 assist the country's military and 
police forces. 

Other countries of Europe and Asia and the Americas 
had economicall y helped the fl edgling South. U.S. aid total 
roughl y S1.5 b ill ion beLween 1954 and 1961. But the inroads 
of Viet Cong subversion and terror were slowly weakening the 
cou ntry. 

fn 1960 the guerrilla warfare intensified and by 1961 had 
reached a point of open warfare. By now the Viet Cong were 
reinforced by practically the entire 325th North Vietnamese 
Regular Army Divis ion. Communist arms and equipmellt 
had standa rdi zed the supply system of the Viet Con go 

Troops from a South Vietnamese Division guard Viet' Cong prisoners 
captured during a sweep of a hamlet. U.S. Army photo. 
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1\'l canwhile the American ad­
v isory had grown to approxi­
mately 700 men by 1961. It 
became apparent more assis­
tan ce was needed to meet the 
expanded Communist military 
thrca t. 

In that yea r President Ken­
nedy made the decision to 
increase America's commitment 
to South Vietna m by increasing 
th e number of advisers and by 
add ing pilots and supporting 
milil ary personnel. The Pres­
id ent felt he cou ld not abandon 
Vietnam without und esirable 
consequences throughout As ia 
and the world. 

Th e decision was made. SOllth 
Vic i nam would not be aban­
doned. The United States 
would ass ist in stopping the 
spread of Communism in Sou th­
eas t Asia. I n the next three 
years more decisions would be 
made. Decis ions Lhat would 
prove America, indeed, was not 
allowing a ~. Hed wave" to roll 
over Asia. A decision thaL 
would lead to your tour of 365 
days ill Vietnam. 

A defiant hard core Viet Cong soldier stares at the 
camera as ARVN rangers prepare to take him back 
for interrogation. U.S. Army photo. 
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« 

Along Vietnam's coast are serene hamlets and great beauty. 
Above is a hamlet north of Nha Trang and right is the 
statue of Buddha on a hill overlooking the city and harbor 
of Nha Trang. Right photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan, top 
photo by SSgt Robert Peterson-USARV. 

12 

« 

Along Vietnam's coast are serene hamlets and great beauty. 
Above is a hamlet north of Nha Trang and right is the 
statue of Buddha on a hill overlooking the city and harbor 
of Nha Trang. Right photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan, top 
photo by SSgt Robert Peterson-USARV. 

12 



-t..:.. . 

13 

-t..:.. . 

13 



1961- 1964 

In 1961 South Vietnam was in serious danger of being 
overrun by Comm unist forces. Ap proximately 65 percent 
of the country was completely or partially in Viet Cong 
control. 

Warfare was leaving the terrorist stage, although terror 
was st ill used as a psychological weapon against the people. 
and was now entering into the stage of small unit attacks 
on strategic hamlets and lightly defended villages. Terror 
attacks in Saigon and other cities were beco ming more com­
monplace. 

The Communist party in South Vietnam, called the People's 
Revolutionary Party (PRP), claimed nearly 100,000 members. 
The PRP overtly asserted it was Hthe vanguard of the N ation­
al Liberation Front (NLF), the soul of the NLF." 

Although denying official ties with Hanoi, Peking or 
Moscow, beyond the Hfraternal ties of Communism," Radio 
Hanoi announced the PRP's formation on January 18, 
1962. . 

Va Chi Cang 

Born in 1921 in Quang Nam provinc'e, Vo Chi 
Cong joined the Communist revolutionari es in 
his teens. He is one of the major founders of 
the National Liberation Front (NLF) and probably 
a key figure in the People's Revolutionary Party, 
yet he is an unknown. The world only hears 
Ho Chi Minh speaking for the North Viet namese 
and the NLF. 

14 

The 
Darkest 

Era 
Claims were being made that the NLF was the true govcrn­

ment of South Vietnam. In the eOlllltrysidc, the PRP and 
its military arm, the Viet Congo were extracting taxes fro m 
the peasants, forcefully impress ing thousands into their 
military and requiring families to provide food , clo Lhing 
and shelter for them. Whole v illages were often required 
to build bunker and trench systems for guerrillas . 

Goodwi ll delegates from the PH.P were sent to 30 Asian 
and African nations and semi-officia l diplomatic re lations 
were established wi th eight Communist countries and three 
non-Communist governments. (The legatees traveled on 
North Vietnamese passports and used northern currcncy, 
although they claimed to represent th e South Vietnamese 
people.) 

The situation was becoming critical in South Vietnam. 
The Diem Government asked for increased U.S. ass istance 
in October 1961. The American government responded 
immediately. 

Tran Nam Trung 

Like Party Chairman Vo, Tran is a militant 
revolutionary. Born in North Vietnam in 1913, 
a former officer in the North Vietnamese Army, 
he now is secretary general of the party that 
claims to represent the South Vietnamese 
people, the People's Revolutionary Party. 
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Helicopters returning from lifting ARVN soldiers into battle during the early months of 1963. 

Advisors were increased . Supply personnel and helicopter 
units were also sent to assist the st ruggling nation. A s mall 
logistical "team arrived in December 1961, followed by two 
Army Aviation companies. The entire group numbered less 
than 500 men. 

The firs t aviation . co mpany, the 57th Transportation 
Company (Light Helicopter), to arrive was put into operation 
immediately. Ten days after arrival the unit's Shawnee 
helicopters were flying Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
(ARVN) troops into combat. 

The 57th was quickly fo llowed by the 8th Transportat ion 
Company. Both u!lilS were later redesignated ; t he 57th 
became the 120th Aviation Company and the 8th was re­
named the 117th Aviation Company. 

The remaining new troops were assigned direcLly to ARVN 
units or t he U.S. Army Suppor t Group, Vietnam, the fore-

15 

runner of the United States Army, Vietnam. 
Each ARVN Corps had attached to it U.S. Army advisory 

teams of officers and noncom missioned officers. They 
brought their specialized knowledge in aviation, logist ics, 
planning, ordnance, medica l services, co mmunications, 
artillery and use of paramilitary forces to ass ist in the battle. 

Advisory teams and detachments were dispatched down 
to battalion level. The arrival of the first elements of the 
5th Special Forces Group in 1962 saw special warfa re 
detachments assigned to remote or primitive areas to teach 
Montagnards and similar groups how to defend themselves. 

Despite American assistance, the terror attacks were taking 
an appalling number of casualt ies. During 1959 through 
1964 about 20,000 South Vietnamese military had been 
killed, over 12,000 captured and 35,000 wou nded . 

On the civ ilian scene equally shocking devastation was 
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taking placc. During ]963 alone 17,710 civilian casualties 
resulted from Communist terrorist activities. This figure 
breaks down as follows: 

Assassinated 

Civilian population ................... ......... . ......... . 1,558 
Local governmental officials.. .... ... .•.. .. .•... .... ... 415 
Civil servants ............... .. . ......... .. ............ .... 100 

Injured ....................... .... .... .............. ......... 8,375 
Kidnapped .............. .. .. .. .. ................... ......... . 7,262 

Between January J , ]961 , and August 10, 1964, ]81 Amer· 
icans gavc their lives in combat along side of the Vietnamese 
troops. Over 900 were wounded during the same period. 

The situation militarily was gradually growing more serious. 
In November 1963 the political scene was disrupted by the 
overthrow of the South Vietnamese government and the 
death of President Diem. Almost two years of poLitical 
unrest and turmoil followed before the crisis would be re­
solved . 

The Viet Cong increased their alLacks on the people. 
Refugees flowed into the cities in ever increasing numbers. 
Saigon's populatIOn increased spectacularly. \Vilh the 
refugees were Communist agents. Terror attacks became 
more frequent within the capital itself. 

Emboldened by their success the North Vietnamese attack· 

The Vietnam People's Army is a true child 
of the people. The people, in return, give 
it unsparing affection and support. Therein 
lies the inexhaustible source of its power. 
-General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commanding 
General, Viet Minh Forces. 

Every Communist must grasp the truth, 
"Political power grows out of the barrel 
of a gun." -Mao Tse-Tung, Chairman, 
Chinese Communist Party. 

16 

Savage VC terror attacks 
kill and maim innocent 
Vietnames e civilians. 
Here, an Army sergeant 
helps a child badly 
wounded In a Saigon 
attack. U.S. Army photo. 
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cd the 7th Fleet in the Tonkin Gulf. On August 2 and 
4, 1964, U.S. destroyers were attacked in international 
waters off the Vietnamese coast by North Vietnamese 
torpedo boats. 

No Jonger were the North Vietnamese denying their sup­
port of the Viet Congo It was apparent the screen of "'civil 
war" was being cast aside. The North smelled victory and, 
flushed with success, was striking out in all directions. 

The attack in the Tonkin Gulf proved to be a major blunder 
on the part of Ho Chi Minh's forces. America was quick 
to react to the attack. President Johnson asked for and re­
ceived from Congress approval to usc all means available to 
assist and defeat the invasion of South Vietnam. 

The August 7 resolution reads: 

The United States regards as vital to its national 
interest and to world peace the maintenance of 
international peace and security in Southeast 
Asia. Consonant with the Constitution of the United 
States and the Charter of the United Nations and in 
accordance with its obligations under Southeast Asia 
Collective Defense Treaty, the United States is, 
therefore, prepared, as the President determines, to 
take all necessary steps, including the use of armed 
force, to assist any member or protocol state of the 
Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty requesting 
assistance in defense of its freedom. 

Preparations were made in the United States for the 
buildup of U.S. forces in South Vietnam. It was apparent 
that to reverse the Communist threat ground combat troops 
would have to be deployed to Vietnam. The only question 
remaining was what unit would be first? 

Thus, with new aggression met by resolve, the darkest 
era of South Vietnam's history drew to a close. America, 
joined by other SEATO countries, would respond to South 
Vietnam's call for assistance. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson requested and 
received permission from Congress to use 
armed force in the protection of Southeast 
Asia. Photo by Sp4 Billy McBride-U. S. Army. 
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The U.S.S. Maddox was 
attacked twice off the coast 
of North Vietnam provoking 
the Tonkin Resolution and 
large-scale American assist­
ance to South Vie.tnam. U.S. 
Navy Photo. 
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1965 I I 
The Buildup Begins 

United States involvement in South Vietnam was sharply 
increased during 1965. Other Free \Vorid Forces joined the 
U.S. in the commitment of ground combat troops. Australia, 
New Zealand and Korea responded with the United States 
during the year in answer to the challenge of Communist 
aggression. 

The South Vietnamese Army and the Communists were 
now engaging in battalion and larger force actions. The 
complexion of the warfare had developed from- guerrilla 
warfare and terrorism to large unit actions on the part of the 
Viet Cong, reinforced by the North Vietnamese Regular Army 
units. Occasional guerrilla actions occurred from Lime to 
time .and tcrror still played a prominent part in the Viet Coog 
strategy. 

On February 7, the Viet Cong attacked a U.S. compound 
at Pleiku and Camp Holloway nearby. Later that same 
day U.S. aircraft struck the Dong Hai military barracks 
just north of the 17th parallcl in North Vietnam. Americans 
were now definitely a Communist target and America was 
bombing North Vietnam for the first time. 

With the war intensifying, President Johnson ordered 
immediate evacuation of all U.S. dependents in Vietnam. 
His concern for their safety ·was warranted, for two days 
later the VC blew up a hotel in Qui Nhon that ·was used for 
housing American enlisted men. Twenty-three died in the 
attack and 21 were injured. Fourteen Vietnamese were 
also injured from the attack. 

The Viet Cong suffered a serious loss in February also. 
A ~upply ship attempting to smuggle 80 tons of arms and 
ammunition was sunk at Vung Ro Bay. 

By mid-March Air Force and Navy aircraft were striking 
regularly at Communist targets in North and South Vietnam. 
March also saw the first ground offensive unit from the United 
States arrive. It was the 3rd Battalion, 9th Marines of the 
3rd Marine Division. 

Little significant ground action took place during the two 
months of March and April; however, terror attacks on the 
Americans continued. A car filled ·with explosives was driven 
next to the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. When the explosives 
were detonated a few moments later two Americans and 11 
Vietnamese lost their lives. There were 143 injured by the 
explosion. 

While killing and maiming scores of civilians, the Com­
munists were keeping a steady barrage of propaganda 
flowing into the international press decrying the American 
bombing of North Vietnam, claiming hundreds of civilians 
were becoming casualties from American raids. 

In May U.S. forces began to buildup in earnest. The 
Army's 173rd Airborne Brigade was landed in-country and 

. immediately went into tactical operations around Bien 
Boa. They were followed by additional Marines and Seabees 
landing at Chu Lai in the I Corps Tactical Zone. 
(! CTZ). 

The buildup continued in June with the arrival of Austra-

20 

UIf' Illli/TITI 

The old U.S. Embassy in downtown Saigon 
stands with many of its windows blown out 
after a car filled with explosives was detonated 
beside it. Thirteen died in the vicious enemy 
attack. Photo by U.S Army Photo Detachment. 
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A buildup in American forces in South Vietnam means more supplies and equipment. Saigon Port 
IS lined with ships unloading cargo. Saigon Support Command photo. 

lia's first combat troops, the 1st Baualion. Royal Australian 
RcgimcllL. U.S. combat engineers arrived in force to begin 
the construction of a deep-draft port and airfield at Cam 
Hanh Bay. The porL was needed to ease the conges tion of 
supply ships at Saigon Port. 

During this tim~ the VC had been active. A week-long 
baLLle around Quang Ngai City resulted in about 500 ARVN 
casualties. A four-day hallIe at Dong Xoai. 55 miles north­
east of Saigon. resulted in 650 friendly casualties. A bomb 
was exploded in Tan Son Nhul civilian air terminal injuring 
46 persons. 

Another terrori s t incident occurred allhe My Canh floaLing 
res taurant in the Saigon River. Two claymore mines cost 
44 persons their lives and injured 81 others. 

A multi-battalion attack on Duc Hoa proved the Com­
munists were seuling into conventional warfare in an attempt 
for complete victory in ] 965. They thought they could 
overcomc the Free World and South Vietnamese Forces 
before the buildup could be accomplished. 

BUILDUP CONTINUES 
Yet American troops continued to arrive. In July the 

2nd Brigade, 1s t Infantry Division and elements of the 1s t 
Logis ti cal Command added to the strength of military forces 
in the southern portion of the country. Two Marine bat­
talions bolstered forces in the northern provinces. 

Communist forces were increasing on a large scale also. 
The North Vietname£e Army's (NY A) 101st Regiment was 
definitely identified as being in South Vietnam and the 18th 
and 95th NV A Regiments were also believed to be completely 
withi n South Vietnam's "borders. 

In the central section of the country a tactical headquarters 
was placed" at Nha Trang to control new units arriving in the 
II CTZ. Originally designated Task Force Alpha, the 
headquarters later became I Field Force, Vietnam (I FFV). 
T he new airmobile division, the 1st Cavalry, was moved 
into An Khe while the 173rd Airborne Brigade protected the 
arrival with Operation Gibraltar iri the immediate :vicinity. 
The September op.cration resulted in 226 VC killed in three 
days. 

A regimental force of Viet Cong attacked the Phu Co 
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outpos t near Qui Nhon and before the battle was complete, 
ARVN troops took a staggering toll of the attackers. Seven 
hundred VC died in the encoun ter. 

KOREA CONTRIBUTES DIVISION 
Another Free World Force entered Vietnam in October. 

The Republic of Korea sent its Capitol Division into South 
Vietnam to help aid a country invaded from the north by 
Communists as Korea was a decade and a half earlier. 
During the same period the remaining elements of the 1st 
Infantry Division arrived. 

B y Tovember the 1st Cavalry was into action. The pre~ 
lude to the largest-scale action of the war took place during 
the first 12 days of the month when the Cavalry tangled with 
a large force west of Plei Me. At the same time the 173rd 
Airborne battled VC units in War Zone D 30 miles north­
eas t of Saigon. The two engagements resulted in over 600 
enemy dead and nearly 200 captured. 

IA ORANG VALLEY 
To the west of Plei Me Communist forces were moving into 

the Ia Drang Valley intent on colliding with the 1st Cavalry 
and winning a victo ry over their "green" troops. The 
enemy met the 3rd Brigade of the Cavalry and stood and 
fought. rather than melt into the jungle after initial contact. 
When the smoke of battle cleared 1,238 enemy soldiers had 
died while only one-fifth that number of Americans were 
killed. The "green" troops and the airmobile concept had 
proven themselves . 

The Communists had suffered a shattering defeat against 
the Americans in the Ia Drang Valley, but they overran an 
ARVN unit at the Michelin Plantation in Binh Duong 
Province inflicting heavy casualties on the South Vietnamese. 
The VC also countered with terror by detonating a truc~ 
laden with explosives at the Metropole Bachelor Enlisted 
Quarters in Saigon. Eight Americans were killed and 137 
injured as a result of the attack. 

Before the year closed the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division deployed from Hawaii to Vietnam. This brought 
the total strength of U.S. and Free World Military Forces in 
Vietnam to 181 ,000 from a beginning figure of 24,000 men-

A buildup in American forces in South Vietnam means more supplies and equipment. Saigon Port 
IS lined with ships unloading cargo. Saigon Support Command photo. 
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an increase 01 over seven t imes. Meanwhile enemy forces 
had increased from 103,000 at the beginning of t he year to 
an es t im ated 230,000, or a li tt le over double. 

The year had seen U.S. troops penetrate into areas Com. 
munist s had controlled for yea rs. Wi th t he aid of saturation 
bombings by B·52 bombers, t he 1965 monsoon offensive the 
VC had pred icted was li tt le more t han a small splash. Super· 
ior f irepower, rap id art illery and a ir power response, coupled 
·with the helicopter's fantastic mobilit y, were proving tha t t he 
Communists' attempt to wrap up the war by 1966 was not 
going to mater ialize. 

On t he diploma tic scene Hanoi scorned America's peace 
overture of a 37·day pa use in air strikes over Nor th Vietnam. 
On t he Sa igon political front t he governmental tu rmoil was 
elimina ted by the emergence of a milit ary National Leader· 
sh ip Council taking over. The Air Force Commander, 
Brigadier Genera l Nguyen Cao K y, beca me premier,bringing 
long. needed calm to the government. 
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I CORPS 

PROVINCES 
AND 

CAPITALS 

1 QCAXG TRI. Q'''g Tci 
2 THCA THIEX. H,e 
3 QL:A\G \A'\1. Da :\ang. Hoi An 
4 QCAxe TIX. Tern K,' 
5 QCAXG XGAI. Q"ng :\gai 
6 KO\TL"'\1. Kontum 
7 BI\H DJ\H. Bonp: Son. Qui :\non 
8 PLEIKl'. Pleik, 
9 PHC BOX. H" Bon 

10 PHV YEX. Song Cau. T uy Hoa 
11 DARLAe. B" "e Tho", 
12 KXAXH HOA. Hha Tean. 
13 QUM,G DeC. Gia ~ghia 
14 DALAT. Tuyen Duc 
15 NI\H lliUA\, Phan Ranp: 
16 PHeOC LOXG. Phuoe Binh 
17 LA.\I DO.\G. Bao Loc. Di Linh 
18 BIXH THe.n. Ph" Thiel 
19 BJ;\H LOXG. An Loc 
20 PHUOC THAXH. Phuoc \'inh 
21 LONG KHAXH. XU" Loc 
22 Bl\fH THUY. Ham Tan 
23 TAY \J'\H. Tay \inh 
24 BIXH DL·OXe. Ph, Cuong 
25 BIE\" HOA. Bien Hoa 
26 PHlJOC Tel. Bacia 
27 HAU 7\GH IA. Khien Cuong 
28 CHAU DOC. Ch" Doc 
29 KIEX PHOXG. Cao L"h 
30 KIEX TeOXG. ) Ioe Hoa 
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31 LO.\C A\f. Tan An 
32 HA TIEX. Ha Tien 
33 A\ GIA.\G. Long XU~'en 
34 \'IXH LOXG. \'inh Long 
35 OI'\H TL'O.\G. '\I~' Tho 
36 KIE\ HOA. True Giang 
37 GO COXG. Kien Hoa 
38 PHO:\G 01 XH. Can Tho 
39 \"J XH BI:\H. Phu Vinh 
40 CHUOXG TH IEX. Vi Thanh 
41 BA XeYEX. Kanh H"g 
42 BAC LIEU. Bat Lieu 
43 AX XLTYE;..', Quang Quang Long 
44 PHU QUOe. Duong Dong 
45 CIA DI'\H. Saigon 
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The presidential inaugural ceremonies at the 
National Assembly building in Saigon included 
the oath-taking ceremonies of President Nguyen 
Van Thieu and Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky, 
speeches, and a parade celebrating both the 
inaugural and National Day. Photos by JUSPAO. 
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1966 

The Counter-Offensive 
The year 1966 was characterized by a major change in conditions in South Vietnam, mili t ar ily , politically and diplomatically. For t he f ir st lime Free World Military Forces (FWMF) of Vietnamese, American, Austral ian and Korean troops were actively entering Viet Cong strongholds, breaking the enemy's stranglehold on t he people. H e was losing his ri ce, ammunition and weapons caches. and his predicted wonsoon offensive was broken up. The F\ll MF were beginn ing the first phase of the counter-offensive. The dip lomatic scene was one of harmon y with several high -level meetings taking place du ring t he year Lo smooth out st rat,cgy and policy for the year. Politically the year saw some of the worst disorders of the new government's history . Armed forces were used on occasion to prevent anarchy . The turmoil was resolved b y reform and resulted in much good for the Vietnamese people. 

VC SANCTUARIES CRACKED 
During January the 173rd Airborne Brigade and the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment launched a seven-day s weep into an area near the Cambodian border in seach of two VC battalions. The penetration of the one-time sanctua ry r esult ed in over 400 enemy d eaths. 
The 25th I nfantry Division teamed up with t he 173rd a nd Australians to uncover an enemy headquarters complex with extensive tunnel sys tems. In the new operation large quantities of weapons and ammunition were captured. Korean troops began an operation in Binh Dinh Pro vince that was to result in 250 enemy killed. 
In the past VC tax collec tors had bled off la rge percentages of the ri ce harves t. The 101st Airborne's 1st Brigade and Korean Marines were sent into Phu Yen Province to secure the ri ce harvest. VC taxation of the 30,000-ton crop was prevented . 

28 

Prior to Tet's 84-hour truce t he VC were busy attacking targets ranging from t he airfield at Da Nang, a Special Forces camp, and a Civili an I rregular Defense Group (CIDG) out­post to explod ing a clay more mine outside the main ga te of Tan Son Nhut. They dctonate(l two charges at a U .S. BEQ in Dalat, t he Vo K hi a New Life Hamlet was attacked and USA I D reprcscntative Douglas Ramsey was kidnapped in other action. 
The truce itself was marred b y over 100 violations b y the Viet Congo 
Later the 1st Cavalry combined forces with Vietnamese and Korean u ni ts for a 42 -day operation near Bong Son that resulted in nearly 2,400 enemy dead. 

OPERATIONS HURT CHARLIE 
Military action in t he next two months took a heavy toll of the enemy's ranks a nd base ca mps. The 1st Infantry Division 's Operation Roll ing Stone took 150 VC. T he JOI st 's Operation Harrison fo r a rea security in Phu Yen Province, t he 3rd Brigade, 25 th D ivision's Operation Gar­fie ld in Darlac P rovince, and the combined force in the Song Be River operation all turned up enemy camps, wea pons and ammunition. 

At Bien Hoa II Field Force, Vietnam, was activated to control U.S. forces in the III Corps Tactical Zone. T he VC retaliated with an attack on the Cavalry's base camp at An Kh e, resulting in seven deaths on each side. The supply ship SS Paloma was sprayed with machinegun and 57mm recoilless fi re sou theast of Nha Be as it entered the river sys tem to Saigon. The ship was heavily damaged, bu t arrived at Saigon Port u nder its own power. 
CHIEU HOI PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL 

A program designed to bring the Viet Cong back to th e 

FIRE I . .. A gun crew 
of Battery A, 319th 
Artillery, fires a 
105 mm howitzer 
in support of the 
17 3d Airborne 
Br igade's Operation 
Crimp. Photo by 
Sgt. Barnie Mungi­
boyat-593rd Pi c­
toria l Plat. 
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Phase I 

The front of the Victoria Hotel in Saigon after 
a VC terrorist attack . Photo by Sfc. K.C. 
Uchima. 

government, called the Chicu Hoi (Open Arms) Program, 
m et with spectacular s ucceSS in March with a record se tting 
2,336 Hoi Chaohs (returnees) in the 31-day period. 

With the increase of troops in the Saigon area it was 
necessary to activate H eadquarters Area Command (HAC) 
to provide support fUll ct ions [or all services in the capital 
city environs. The 1s t. S ignal Brigade was also activated in 
earl y April. 

H AC's first chore was LO increase security of Saigon'S 
ins talla t ions to protcc l against terrorist attack. The ex­
plosion of approx imately 450 pounds of ex plosives at the 
Vic toria BOQ. ex tensively damaging the first three floors and 
k illi ng s ix and injuring 116, demons trated the need for 
additional guards a nd security precautions. 

BUILDUP CONTINUES 
Th c buildup of forces cont inued with th e arri val of the 

USS Corpus Christi Ba y at Ca m Ranh Bay to provide a 
fl oa ti ng main tenance fac ility for Arm y helicopters, a nd the 
Hoyal Australian Task Fo rce entered the country. 

As mid-year a pproached, the threatened VC monsoon 
offensive was blunted by several operations. One found the 
1st Di vis ion penetrating deep into War Zone C ncar Tay N inh. 
No fri endl y troops had been in the area for fi ve years. Large 
quanti t ies of suppli es were captured. In Pleikil Province 
along the Cambodi an border ARVN and 25th Division troops 
wiped out 546 of the enemy. 

In III CTZ a sweep through Binh Long Province by the 

29 

I I 

1st Division and 5th ARVN Di vision cost the Viet Cong 855 
men in a lillIe over a month. In Kontum Province the 100 st 
and AHV N units accounted for 531 more enemy killed. This 
action was near a city to beco me famous ]8 mont hs later­
n ak To. 

Terror attacks of note includ ed a mine ex plod ed at the 
Brink Hotel in Saigon apd attacks on Regional and Popular 
Force outposts and small ClOG units . 

Over North Vietn am U.S. planes faced an in creasing 
number of Russian-made surface-to-air (SAM) missiles. 
Twenty-five SAMs were laun ched against American planes 
during one day without recording a hit. In Hanoi, Ho Chi 
Minh a nnounced partial mobili zation of the country. 

Units continued to arri ve to support the counl cr-offensive. 
1n Augus t elements of the 4th Infantry Di vision landed at 
Qui Nhon, and the 196th Light Infantry Brigade and the 
first of a 2,OOO-man Philippine Civic Action Group (PHIL­
CAG) arri ved. 

In September th e 11 th Armored Cavalry R egiment. a 
Spanish Medica l Team and the German hospital ship Helgo­
land arrived, plus the 3rd Brigade, 4th Infa ntry Di vision. 

ENEMY OFF BALANCE 
Two U.S. operations kept the enem y ofT balance. Th e 1st 

Ca valry in Binh Dinh Provin ce accounted for 230 ve. while 

Members of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade 
trudge through a rice paddy during Operation 
Attleboro. Photo by 69th Signal Bn . 
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the 196th Li ght Infantry Brigade and elements of the 1s t. 
41 h and 25 th Infantry Di visions and 173rd Airborn e Brigade 
mauled the 9th VC Di visio n, killing ove r 1,100 in the two­
m on th Opera t ion Atllc boro. The force captu red the larges t 
ri ce haul a t th e lime with a l ,121-lon find . 

Oct ober ac ti on saw a combined force of th e 1st Cavalry, 
K oreans and Vietna mese killin g 681 Vic t Cong in Operat ion 
lrvin g. T o avoid s uperior f irepower of th e Americans t he 
enem y tried to break cont.ac t as quickly as poss ible and kep t 
th eir ra ids LO the nor t hern provinces, where th eir suppl y lines 
arc sh orte r, and to scatt ered a lt acks on A n VN Oli t p os t S. 

Operat ion P a ul R evere whiulcd a not.her 1,000 fro m the 
e nemy's ra n ks a nd cos t them 390 weapons. Viet Cong losses 
were running high a nd t he enem y brough t in the Nor t h 
Vie tn a mese 5th D ivision to bols ter their forces. 

November was charac terized by increased VC raiding. 
The 4 th Infantry Di v ision operating ,,'est of P lei Djcreng 
withstood a mor ta r ba rrage of over 500 rounds; National 

I I 

Day celebrations beginnin g in Saigon were interrupted by 
two dozen 57mm recoilless rounds; t he ·196th's base camp 
west of Tay Ninh was hit . and a portion of the Long Binh 
ammunition dump was blown up b y satchel charges, causing 
over 1l ,000 round s of 105mm ammunition to be des troyed . 

The dump was struck again in D ece mber and Tan Son 
N hut airbase sustained a raid in whi ch 30 guerrill as penctrat ­
ed the per imeter . The airfield a ttack cost the VC 31 persons 
a nd the Americans 3. 

T he high ra tio of enemy death s to U.S. was exemplified b y 
an ?mbush of a recon n platoon of the 11 t h Armored Cavalry 
Regiment. Rapid reacl ion of ar t iller y, a ir strikes and rel ief 
troops turned t he ambush into a defeat for the Viet Congo 
Only one U .S. soldier los t his li fe while the enem y sa crift ced 94. men. 

At the close of th e yea r the first clements of the 9th In­
fa ntry Di vision a rri ved 1.0 bring U.S. troop strength to 
361 ,000. 

The German hospital ship, Helgoland, arrived in September to provide floating medical and surgical facilities to care for sick and wounded Vietnamese . Photo by SSgt. Robert Peterson-USARV 
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In Saigon a Buddhist monk uses a loud speaker~ 
to talk to a crowd. U.S. Army photo. 

DIPLOMATIC HARMONY 

The yea r was marked by harmon y on the diplomatic front. 
To se t the stage for high-level discuss ions, Secretary of State 
Dean Husk v isited the country in January . This was 
followed the next month by Premier Ky, Chief of State Thieu, 
and President Johnson meeting at Honolulu for a two-d ay 
co nference on political , social and economic as pec ts of the 
war. Vice Presid en t Humphrey v isited South Vietnam 
later in Febru ary, 

Another conference for the heads of state was held in 
Manila in October. Secretary of Defense McNamara visited 
the country prior to the Philippine meeting of the U.S., 
Aust ra lian, Korean, New Zealand, Thailand , South Vietnam 
and Philippine chiefs. Following the conference President 
Johnson visited the war zone at Ca m Ranh Bay. 

POLITICAL FRONT IN FLAMES 

On th e political front Premier Ky headed off a military 
coup with the arrest o f several junior officers from the armed 
forces . H e also announced genera l elections would be held 
in 1967, and a cons titutional referendum in October 1966. 

Th e political ca lm was shattered in April when I Corps 
commander, LL. Gen. Nguyen Chanh Thi , considered a 
potential politica l rival of Premier Ky, was relieved from his 
command. A d emons tration of 2,000 persons in Da Nang 
was followed by Buddhist protests in Hue, Saigon and Hoi 
An. 
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~ A picture of Buddhist leader Tri ch Tri Quang 
stands on an altar at the entrance to the main 
Buddhist pagoda in Hue. Photo by Sp5 Allan 
K. Holm-U.S. Army Photo Del. 

A call for a ge neral strike closed the port of Da Nang and 
20,000 Buddhis ts rallied to d emonstrate in the old imperial 
capital city of Hue. The unrest continued into early April 
resulting in s truggle groups forming in the major cities of the 
Republic. Government troops moved into Da N ang in a 
show of force while turmoil a nd d emonstrations continued in 
Hue, Dalat, and Nha Trang. B y Apr il ] 2, the situation 
appeared resolved as ant i-government struggle forces pledged 
to fight against Co mmunism alongside the government. 

The Nationa l Political Congress closed with the announce· 
ment that a constituent assembly would be elected in fi ve 
months. An apparent ca lm se ttled over the country. It 
was soon to be broken b y new unrest. 

In late May the politi cal waters were muddied again by 
Buddhis t and ant i-government forces r ising again in Da 
Nang and Hue. A Buddhist nun burned herself to death in 
protes t against t he government. This was the firs t of several 
acts of se lf-immolation . In Hue the U.S. consulate was 
sacked and burn ed. 

Marine operation in the I Corps were delayed by Buddh is ts 
placing altars in the streets of Hue. Government troops and 
riot police f ina lly cleared the strt'Cts and arrested some of the 
diss ident leaders to bring an end to the protests. 

T hings se tt led down for the remainder of the year, but the 
so ur note of a Saigon dock strike 
broke the see ming sereni ty. On 
the posit ive side the new South 
Vietnamese cons titution 's first 
three articles were approved. 
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Does He Care? 

He cares enough to build for those 

in need, to help 

the young, 

the old, 

the apprehensive. 

He will stop a moment and play 
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The Squeeze Period- 1967 

The Counter-Offensive 
The year 1967 saw the Free World Forces tighten the screw 

on the enemy. He was squeezed in many areas and man y 
ways. His manpower was slowly whittled down by constant 
operations. His weapons and food caches were turned up 
with great regularity, blunting many planned ra ids and 
offensive actions. Increased bombing raids made his routes 
of supply difficult to use, curtailing his operations in the 
southern provinces because of lack of supplies. H is cause 
·was further weakened by thousands of Viet Cong, politica l 
cadre and North Vietnamese who could no longer believe in 
the things they were told and turned themselves into the 
government's Chicu Hoi Program. 

During the latter months of 1967, the enemy made two 
spectacular tries at propaganda v ictories, at Loc Ninh and 
Dak To; both resulting in dismal failure and great losses of 
manpower from his ranks. These two battles alone accoun ted 
for nearly 3,000 enemy dead . 

His losses for the year inelude 87,534 killed in action and 
over 31,000 weapons of all types captured. H e lost almost 
14,000 tons of rice and 162 tons of salt. His ammunition 
supply was almost 2.5 million rounds.less because of discovery 
of his hiding places and units leaving them behind on the 
battlefield. His ranks we re depleted by 27,l78 to the Chieu 

Hoi Program, 17,671 of whon. were fight ing men. H e was 
found to be recruiting boys from 12- 16 years old to fill his 
dwindling forces. 

The Year of the Goat was a bad yea r for the Co mmunists . 
He was feel ing the pinch. Yet he continued to fi ght. Civ il­
ians in South Vietnam were his v ict ims almos t as often as the 
military. Comm unist terrorist slaughtered over 4,000 South 
Vietnamese and wounded over 8,000 in their attacks. Kid­
napping accounted for another 5,454 persons, all in an at­
tempt to control the people. Indica tions are , that although 
the Viet Cong caused the people to fear them , they won no 
allegiance by terror. 

More people moved into goverllln ent protected resett le­
ment areas t han ever before. T he ene my's sou rce of labo r, 
recruits, fo od and sheller was slippi ng away. Military 
victor ies were rare and he received a heavy propaga nda blow 
when civil elections were held throughout th e land . 

During the spring hamlet and village elections were 
conducted and in the fall months the upper and lower houses 
were fill ed and the presid ent a nd vice president were chosen. 
Despite threats of death and des truction, the people def ied 
the Commun ist s and turned out in large numbers. 

The.Free \Vorld commitmen t lo Vielnam increased in both 

Rome plows, engaged in clearing operations, deny the enemy hi s jungle sanctuaries. 
Plows from the 168th Engineer Co. , guarded by tanks and APCs of the 4th Battalion, 
23rd Infantry, 25th Infantry Divis ion, clear brush from the Iron Triangle while on 
Operation Atlanta . Photo by Sp4 J .R. Hesselgrave, 69th Sig . Bn . 

34 

The Squeeze Period- 1967 

The Counter-Offensive 
The year 1967 saw the Free World Forces tighten the screw 

on the enemy. He was squeezed in many areas and man y 
ways. His manpower was slowly whittled down by constant 
operations. His weapons and food caches were turned up 
with great regularity, blunting many planned ra ids and 
offensive actions. Increased bombing raids made his routes 
of supply difficult to use, curtailing his operations in the 
southern provinces because of lack of supplies. H is cause 
·was further weakened by thousands of Viet Cong, politica l 
cadre and North Vietnamese who could no longer believe in 
the things they were told and turned themselves into the 
government's Chicu Hoi Program. 

During the latter months of 1967, the enemy made two 
spectacular tries at propaganda v ictories, at Loc Ninh and 
Dak To; both resulting in dismal failure and great losses of 
manpower from his ranks. These two battles alone accoun ted 
for nearly 3,000 enemy dead . 

His losses for the year inelude 87,534 killed in action and 
over 31,000 weapons of all types captured. H e lost almost 
14,000 tons of rice and 162 tons of salt. His ammunition 
supply was almost 2.5 million rounds.less because of discovery 
of his hiding places and units leaving them behind on the 
battlefield. His ranks we re depleted by 27,l78 to the Chieu 

Hoi Program, 17,671 of whon. were fight ing men. H e was 
found to be recruiting boys from 12- 16 years old to fill his 
dwindling forces. 

The Year of the Goat was a bad yea r for the Co mmunists . 
He was feel ing the pinch. Yet he continued to fi ght. Civ il­
ians in South Vietnam were his v ict ims almos t as often as the 
military. Comm unist terrorist slaughtered over 4,000 South 
Vietnamese and wounded over 8,000 in their attacks. Kid­
napping accounted for another 5,454 persons, all in an at­
tempt to control the people. Indica tions are , that although 
the Viet Cong caused the people to fear them , they won no 
allegiance by terror. 

More people moved into goverllln ent protected resett le­
ment areas t han ever before. T he ene my's sou rce of labo r, 
recruits, fo od and sheller was slippi ng away. Military 
victor ies were rare and he received a heavy propaga nda blow 
when civil elections were held throughout th e land . 

During the spring hamlet and village elections were 
conducted and in the fall months the upper and lower houses 
were fill ed and the presid ent a nd vice president were chosen. 
Despite threats of death and des truction, the people def ied 
the Commun ist s and turned out in large numbers. 

The.Free \Vorld commitmen t lo Vielnam increased in both 

Rome plows, engaged in clearing operations, deny the enemy hi s jungle sanctuaries. 
Plows from the 168th Engineer Co. , guarded by tanks and APCs of the 4th Battalion, 
23rd Infantry, 25th Infantry Divis ion, clear brush from the Iron Triangle while on 
Operation Atlanta . Photo by Sp4 J .R. Hesselgrave, 69th Sig . Bn . 

34 



Continues 

A ca rgo ship prepares to 
unload at Newport , Saigon's 
newest har bor fac ili ty. 
Newport was designed to 
re liBve congest ion In the 
old port. (Photo by SSg!. 
Robert Petersen, USARV-
10) 

quantit), a nd qua lity. \ew troo p:-- arrj\cd frurll t h e Un ited 
S t aH':'. Thai la JltI , Xcw Z('al and a nd A u .... tra lia . ~I'W equip­
ment . lik e th e liuc)'Cnhra gunship;;, improved til«' f in'power 
ami rnall uevcrabilit y of the Frcc \'\Io rld Force:-o. Tr ul " t lw 
:-:qu eez(' wal' 0 11 . 

ENEMY VIOLATES TRUCE 
.J an ua ry hc~an w it II U.S. military :-:1 reng ' h at ::\ 90.000 

:-:c r v j('(:m c n ill t h e cou n try. Thl' \('W Year~ ' tru ct' wa ." 
v iol a ll ~ d by III inci(l c nLs (If whi ch 24 W(' rt ' co ns iderc ti );(~ riow; _ 
Allht'c nd uflh e Iruce 4'l c rnent~o fthl"4· lh and 25 th Infa ntry 
Di v i8io n :-' ,s l a rl(' (1 Opera ti on P a ul H evI' fI' V / Sam HOU"': IOIi . 
a ~warch and d Cl'i lroy lni ss iull in the Central lIighla lld \ 
Pru v in ccl'l of Plc iku allcl Kontum. lkfore tht: ,,(,nation wa ... 
complt,tl'd n earl y 800 of t he cll c.; m y no longe r ex i ... t ed . La t e r 
in tilt' year thi s area wa!' to Iwcolli c fa m u u!' fo r tilt' g reat l'!'t 
baILie uf Ihe war. 

In t1 w salil C area Hollowa y Arm y Airfield , fi ve Illilel'l ca s t 
of Ple iku Cit y , w as hit widl' 200- :3'00 round ", of morlar fire. 
caus ing cons id e ra b le d a mage. 

F a rthe r south the Iro n T ri angll ' area no rthwc ... q of S a i!-!;un 
wa:o; pl:netrat ed b y cle ment s of the l ii t and 25 th Infantry 
Di v i:o;ion s, the 173 rd Airborne Brigade , Illh Armurt~ d Ca va lry, 
196th Light Infantry Brigade and Arm y of the Hc publie of 
Vict lIam (A H V N ) 5th I nfantry Divis ion on ope rat.ion Cedar 
FalJ.... In 18 da y'" of a c tion the enem y los t 720 so ldiers and 
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nll llle row:, t u n nel cu rnJll e:xe~ Ih a l " t'rt · ( l i",(,o\· t·n.~ I I . 

I n IIII' dt' lt a the 9 th I nfa nt ry Division ... ,'t u p th(' fi r ... t "<I ... ,' 
ca mp ill t h a t V i t~ t Con g . ...; Iro ng ho ld. Uy tl w c'nil ,If th,' 
mo n t h the las t d ('menl l'l of Ih t, 9t h ' :o; 2Jl d l:hig<II II' arrivt'd a l 
Vu np; Ta u 10 occu p y the 11t:\\ ca mp. 

The 1." t I3ri gad t: o f the 10 ]:,;, AirhorrH' ('o mple lt'd O pt ' ration 
P ickell and be~all O perati o n F arrag ut a wc('k Ialer in Binh 
Thuan Provill ('e. The t' n c m y was ~I) in g to ge l Iii lit· resl 
du r in g t ht' year a s p ress ure was to 1)(' rcle nll ..... s throug hout 
the 12 -monlh p e riod, a s 0111 ' operation follo wed anoth e r. 

NEWPORT OPENS 
In o ther fri t: lI(lI y ac ti on during t ilt' m o nth. a ir s ~, rik c ... 

a gainst the Hanoi area were re~ lIm e d ufln a p ea ce hid failed 
10 mutt' r iali ze fro m a :o; u!' llt.'ns ioli of IIII' hom bing . And in 
t il e S ai go n a rea New por t wa~ o pe n ed In rd i(' vt, pr{"f;~ lIrc on 
the S aigon dock .... Ncw pori , i."i d e ... il4 ned 10 rt:C t~ i v t' military 
cargo for all Fre ~' World Forc6 . Meanwhile the D:'('c rnlte r 
d ock ... trikt! was :0; 1'1.11 (' 1\ in Sa ig on hring ing tha t port h a ek into 
full ope rat ion. 

Th~: !' igllifi cant t'He lny ac tioll durin g th e monlh includcd a 
57rnrn reco illes.'i rifl e attac k o n tht~ U nited Kin ~dolll s hip SS 
Haus trum in the Lung Tau Ri ve r while it was e nrulll.!' In 
S aigon. One cre w nwrnber wa~ kill(:tI. The dredge Jamaica 
Bay was hit. by an underwater explos ion ncar DOllg Tanl 
and later sank whi le b(~ ing lowt!d in for re pairs. The Jamaica 
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Infantry troops move out on patrol in village In War Zone C. 
Photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan, USARV-IO. 

Bay was the fourth largest dredge in the world. 
One VC lerror attack failed. A bomb that was planted 

in the United States Information Service library at Can Tho 
was discovered and disarmed by explosive ordnance person­
nel. Also the enemy used tear gas against U.S. troops for the 
second lime during the war. 

On the political and diplomatic side of the war, the draft 
constitut ion for So uth Vietnam was put before the Con­
stituent Assembly for debatc; Thailand announced it would 
allow bases within its borders to be used for support of Viet­
nam operations; and Premier Ky visited Australia and New 
Zealand. 

At the beginning of February the American military 
strength had risen by 20,000 men . The increased manpower 
permilled the U .S. Forces to enter the field for long periods 
of time and the month saw the termination and beginning of 
many operations. The four·day truce for the Lunar New 
Year, Tet, provided a stand·dowll period in which many 
operations were terminated. 

The truce itself was marred by 272 violations and military 
authorities estimated that 36,000 tons of supplies were moved 
south from North Vietnam du ring the cease fire. 

Operations Lam Son II in Binh Duong Province and 
Operation Thayer II were terminated with a combined kill 
of slightly over 2,000 enemy soldiers. About 250 were 
accounted for by the former operation and the bulk, 1,757 
by the laller. 

Commu nist terrorists attempting to hit MACV Head· 
quarters, fired ahout a dozen 81mm mortar rounds in Saigon, 

36 

striking at the corner of Pas teur Street and Phan Thanh 
Gian. Most of the rounds d etonated in the trees, one over a 
truck carrying Vietnamese paratroopers. Nine were killed 
and nine wounded. About 2,000 yards away the enemy 
mortarmen were blown up as one of their shells exploded 
prematurely. 

B y mid·month elements of the 9th Infantry Division 
started Operation Enterprise in Long An Prov ince and other 
9th units began operations in the Mekong Delta with U.S. 
Navy units. This marked the beginning of gradual U.S. 
and ARVN weakening of the Viet Cong's dominance of Delta 
waterways. 

LARGEST OPERATION BEGINS 
Other 9th Division units joined elements ·of the 1s t, 4th 

and 25th Infantry Divisions plus troops from the llth 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, 
and 173rd Airborne Brigade in what was to be the largest 
operation of the year-Operation Junction City. The 
gigantic force was supported by the 11th Combat Aviation 
Group and 7th Air Force aircraft. 

The armada of troops tangled with Communist units in 
War Zone C north and west of Saigon by forming a giant 
horseshoe enclosing 250 sq uare miles of enemy~held territory. 
Heavy fighting characterized the operation with almost daily 
finds of tunnels and bunkers. Large stores of ammunition, 
weapons, clothing, food , documents and utensils were con· 
fiseated from the enemy. Air strikes, gunships and artillery 
were called in on a regu1ar basis as the Communists fought in 
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battalion-sized strength, and sometimes in regimental groups, 
to prevent deep penetration into their sa nctuary. 

WAR'S ONLY LARGE-SCALE COMBAT 
PARACHUTE ASSAULT 

During onc phase of Operation J unction City it was decided 
to employ paratroopers from the 173rd Ai rborne Brigade in a 
surprise combat assault along Highway 4 to block enemy 
escape routes from the battle area. On February 22, 1967 
the only mass jump of the war took place at 9 a.m. when over 
700 troopers from the 2nd BaLLalion , 503 rd Airborne Infantry 
and supporting elements parachuted into a drop zone north 
of Tay Ninh . Twenty-three Air Force C-130 Hercules air­
craft delivered the Inen and their equipment over the drop 
zone. The force not on ly effectively blocked the enemy, but 
released badly needed helicopters to 1st and 25th Division 
troops attacking the encm y. 

Encmy mortar attacks rained on J unction City base ca mps 
in an effort to dctcr the American troops, but to no avail. 
Eighty-one days later 2,728 enemy lay dead from the opera­
tion and \V ar Zone C was no longer a VC stronghold. Their 
bases were des troyed, many of their supplies were gone and 
the psychological advantage of being ill complete control in 

r .. 
Parachutes gently lower supplies to troops as 
they are dropped from Air Force C-130s. Photo 
by Maj . John Shanahan. 
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Villagers get their identity checked prior to 
voting in the eight-week hamlet elections In 

Bien Hoa Province . About 77 percent of the 
eligible voter turned out. Photo by JUSPAO. 

the region north of Tay Ninh was broken. The Free World 
Forces counter-offensi ve was making remarkable ad vanccs. 
Advances that would cause the enemy to have no single 
battlefield victory in the remainder of the year. 

Farther north the 1s t Cavalry Division had begun Opera­
tion Pershing and the Communist pounded the Da Nang 
Airbase with over 50 Russian-made 140mm rockets, killing 43 
and wounding 137. A few days later in March Da Nang was 
hit by 10 more of the huge rockets. 

The February-March period was active diplomatically. 
The Manila Conference countries had their ambassadors meet 
in Saigon in preparation for a two-day conference on Guam 
among high Vietnamese leaders and President Johnson. 
The Constituent Assembly had approved the draft constitu­
tion for South Vietnam a few days prior to the meeting. 
Premier Ky presented Prcsidcnt Johnson a copy of the new 
constitution that was to be ratified a few days later. 

In Thailand, B-52s began to arrive at Thai bases in ac­
cordance with a previous agreement with the kingdom. 
The huge bombers were to be used mainly against enemy 
complexes in South Vietnam starting in early April. Pre­
viously they had flown from Guam to South Vietnam in a 
5,000-mile round trip. 

One major operation began in March, the 9th Division's 
Operation Kittyhawk. While the Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese were trying to keep out of the way of the major 
operations. they continued to make small-scale harassing 
attacks on Vietnamese Popular Forces and suq)rise attacks 
on other installations. One ship, the SS Conqueror, was hit 
while in the Long Tau Hiver by six 75mm recoilless rounds. 

U.S. Forces climbed to a strength of 470,000, a few thou­
sand from its year-end peak of 490,000 servicemen in-country. 

In April the most sign ifi cant event was the beginning of an 
eight-week election period for thousands of villages and 
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The USNS Corpus Christi 
Bay, home of part of the 
U.S. Army's 34th General 
Support Group, rides at 
anchor off Vung Tau. The 

. ship is the world 's only 
floating depot maintenance 
facility. Photo by 34th 
General Support Group-IO. 

Black Cat slicks from the 282nd Assault Helicopter Company pick up members of 
the 1st Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) Division after a combat assault 
west of Da Nang. The painting is by Capt. Philip J . Hickok , 212th Aviation Battalion . 
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hamlets throughout the country. About 77 percent of the 
eligible voters turned out to elect their local leaders despite 
constant threats from the Viet Congo Many of thc threats 
were carried out as 12 candidates were slain by terrorists and 
31 were kidnapped. 

The government also announced Fall elections would take 
place to select the upper and lower houses of the new govern­
ment and to choose a new president and vice president. 

In Saigon EUsworth P . Bunker ass umed duties from 
A mbassador Henry Cabot Lodge who was retiring from public 
life. Com munist terrorist detonated an explosive charge in 
a bicycle at the Five Oceans BOQ in the Cholon section of the 
capital , wounding onc. 

Operation Adams was completed during the montb by the 
1st Brigade, 4 th Infantry Division in Phu Yen Province with 
an enemy death toll of 491. E lemellts of the 4th and 25th 
Infantry Divisions began Operation Francis Marion in 
1:lleiku Province which result in 1,203 enem y deaths. 

Enemy pressure was building in the I Corps Tactical Zone 
(I CTZ) in the vicinity of the DeMilitarized Zone (Dl\'lZ) a nd 
it was becoming apparent Marine units would have to be 
moved to counter the threat. To fill the gap the 196thLight 
Infantry Brigade was moved into the Chu Lai area to replace 
displaced ·Marine units. This was the first of man y major 
ground combat units from USAHV to operate in the northern 
provinces. 

Other units joined th e 196th in I CTZ. They were the 
3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division and, ill May, the 1st 
Brigade, 101st Airborne. The Army troops in the zone were 
placed under the operational control of Task Force Oregon 
(TFO) which , in turn, was under operational control of the 
III Marine Amphibious Force. 

A gunboat of the Mobile Riverine Force resembles 
the Monitor of Civil War fame. Photo by SSgt. 
Robert Peterson-USARV. 

Mobile Riverine Force moves down the 
ways of the Mekong Delta to action. 
by SSgt . Robert Peterson-USARV. 
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Early in Maya Hoi Chanh led men from the 2nd Brigade, 
1st Infantry Di vision to a weapons cache which consisted 
of 2,000 mortal; round s, 1,200 grenades, 20 claymore mines, 
1,000 small arms rounds and 400 rifles. 

The 101st Airborne's brigade launched Operation Malheur 
in Quang Ngai Province which 28 days later accounted for 
392 enemy killed and 150 weapons captured. 

\Vhile elements of the 25th Infantry Division began Oper. 
ation Kole Kole, the 2nd Brigade of the same unit terminated 
Operation Ala Moana in Hau Nghia Province, accounting for 
382 enemy deaths. 

The first New Zealand infantrymen arrived in-country 
during the month. They were assigned to work with the 
Australian Task Force. 

During the month the enemy was up to their old tactics. 
Terrorists threw a hand grenade into a Cholon sidewalk 
cafe killing onc and wounding 65 civilians and the Bien Hoa 
airfield was subjected to a mortar and rocket attack near 
mid-May among other hit-and-run attacks. 

The Mobile Riverine Force clashed with the enemy for its 
first major engagement in the delta]5 miles west of .My Tho. 
Thc action agains t local guerri llas proved the value of this 
force patterned after the American Civil \Var flotilla s. 

In Saigon Premier Ky·announced his candidacy for presi­
dent on May 12. Four days later the assembly approved 
the presidcntial election law. 

The nex t day three new operations began: Operation 
Dallas by the 1s t Brigade of the 1st Division and Operation 
Barking Sands and D iamond Head by clements of the 25th 
Division. 

T he one.day truce on May 23 for Buddha's birthday cele­
bration passed without a serious incident reported. A few 
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days earlier the Communist s planted a mine on the Vietnam 
Railway tracks just outside of Saigon. A train was derailed 
when the mine detonated. The enemy also struck the 25th 
Infantry Di vision with 100 rounds of mortar and recoilless 
rifle fire. However, most guerrilla attacks were concentrated 
against ARVN and Vietnamese irregular forces during this 
period. 

Seven new operations began during June to keep the 
pressure on the Viet Congo Just about every major American 
unit in USARV was involved in Operations Coronado, 
Bluefield , Malheur II, Akron, Kawela, Billings, and Greely. 
More than ] ,500 enemy would die from U.S. action during 
the month. 

Despite the ma ny successes, Premier K y, in a public state­
ment, stated the need for 137,000 additional America n troops. 

In July T hailand announced that it would send a 2,200-man 
regiment to the Republic of Vietnam. This force would be 
the first ground combat unit contributed by the Thais who 
had already provided airlift of supplies on several occassions. 

Secretary of D efense Robert McNamara made a four-da y 
visit to Saigon. H e conducted high-level conferences at 
USARV's Tan Son Nhut headquarters. The day after the 
Secretary left the coun t ry, Pres ident Johnson announced the 
United St a tes would increase its troop commitment to Viet­
nam . 

Two major headquarters moved during the month ; 
USA R V moved to its new headquarters in the Long Binh 
complex and MACV t o its new buildings opposite Tan Son 
Nhut civilian air terminal. The moves were part of an 
opera tion to reduce inflation and traffic conges tion in the 
Saigon area. Other units moved out of the capital area 
during the following month including : 1s t Logistical Com­
mand, 1st Aviation and 1st Signal Brigade headquarters, 

A 175 mm gun speaks its piece 
to the enemy In I Corps 
Tactical Zone. The 2nd Bat­
talion, 94th Artillery fires the 
big guns in support of opera­
tions along the DMZ. Photo by 
Sp5 Gordon Gahan-USARV. 
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Saigon Area Command and many subordinate units. 
Other Saigon events in July were the validation of 18 

slates of presidential candidates for the coming Fall elections. 
Also a terrorist attack was made on the Capitol BEQ. 

Significant enemy attacks in July killed 37 civ llians and 
wounded 29 when two civilian busses in the northern provinces 
were hit. The Viet Cong attacked the base camp of the 
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry and the airfield at Phuoc Vinh. 
More than 150 mortar and rocket rounds struck the area. 
In Phu Loi a 1st Aviation Brigade unit was also hit by mortar 
and rocket fire later in the month. 

The 1st Brigade. 9th Division began Operation Riley in 
Bien Hoa Province. Elements of the 9th and 25th Divisions 
along with ARVN units conducted a seven-day joint Opera­
tion Coronado II /Song Thang 3 that resulted in 441 enemy 
casualties. 

A company from the 199th Light Infa ntry Brigade 
captured an enemy sampan which y ielded 220 pounds of 
T NT and over 2,300 rounds of various types of ammunition. 

At the beginning of August two Army brigades changed 
des ignations. The 3rd brigades of the 4 th and 25th Infantry 
Divisions exchanged colors t o maintain unit integrity. The 
25th Brigade had been operating in the I CTZ far from its 
parent unit. The 4th Division brigade was operating under 
the control of the 25th. . 

E nemy action during the month was fairl y heavy . An 
enemy company struck the E dap Enang Montagnard reset­
tlement village in the Central Highlands. The tank farm 
at Nh a Be City, 10 miles southeast of Saigon, was hit by 
Communist fire causing extensive damage. A Vietnamese 
child threw a hand grenade into a truck carrying U.S. civilia ns 
as it drove through the Cholon sec tion of Saigon. Ten were 
wounded. And the Ban Me Thuot airfield in Darlac Province 
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at Nh a Be City, 10 miles southeast of Saigon, was hit by 
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as it drove through the Cholon sec tion of Saigon. Ten were 
wounded. And the Ban Me Thuot airfield in Darlac Province 



was struck by mortars twice during the month. 
One enemy action backfired on them. The North Viet­

namese fired a surface-to-air miss ile at American bombers, 
but the missile very efficiently downed one of their own 
MIG-17s. The 7th Air Force sent their congratulations to 
the enemy gunners. 

Two more American operations started. in August. Both 
were completed early in September. The 21-day Operation 
Benton resulted in 397 enemy killed and over 150 weapons 
captured for the clements of the 10Ist Airborne and 196th 
Light Infantry Brigade that participated. A 20-day opera­
tion , dubbed Coronado IV, was launched by clements of the 
9th Infantry Division. It accounted for 101 enemy deaths 
and 180 weapons subtracted from the Communist arsenals . 

In the north in I CTZ the Marine bases at Gio Linh and 
Con Thien began to receive heavy artillery and mortar at­
tacks. These attacks were to reach a peak during September 
before answering Marine and Army arti.llery plus Air Force 
bombers were to li ft the siege from the DMZ bases. 

On September 3 the pres idential elections were held after 
a stormy campaign. Many doubts were raised about the 
co nduct of the campaign , but when the smoke had cleared 
on election day, both Vietnamese and American observers 
declared it fair and impartial. About 83 percent of the voters 
turned out, the slate of Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao 
Ky for president and vice president respective ly receiving 
the voters' approval. The voting also chose an upper house 
for the new government. AU the voters had been warned 
by the Viet Cong that there would be trouble if the people 
went to the polling places. Several sites were struck by 
terrorist attacks, but the people were not deterred. 

New operations during the month included: Task Force 
Oregon's Wheeler in I CTZ accounting for nearly 2,000 enemy 
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killed; the Mobile Riverine Force's Operation Coronado V 
in the delta which cost the enemy 330 dead; Operation Bolling 
conducted by the 173rd Airborne Brigade and clements of the 
1st Cavalry Division; and the 1s t Infantry Division's Opera­
tion Shenandoah II in Binh Duong Province which took 
956 enemy lives and 100 of his weapons. 

Secretary of Defense McNamara announced in Washington 
D.C. that a barrier would be constructed along the southern 
edge of the DMZ to slow the infiltration of North Vietnamese 
across the zone into the northern provinces. 

In Nba Trang a satchel charge exploded in the Neptune 
NCO Club killing one civilian employee and wounding several 
civilian and military personnel. Terrorists struck the Re­
public of China Embassy in the capital with explosives and 
sniper fire. Extensive damage was done to the building 
and many casualties resulted. 

At the 9th Division':; base camp at Bear Cat, Thailand's 
Queen Cobra Regiment settled into their new home and 
readied themselves for future operations. 

AMERICAL DIVISION FORMED 
And at Chu Lai Task Force Oregon was redesignated the 

Americal Division, becoming the only named division on 
active duty in the U.S. Army. The original Americal had 
been organized in the South Pacific, now the blue patch with 
the white s tars of the Southern Cross was to be seen in the 
Pacific area once more. 

Russia made a late September announcement that prom­
ised no rest for war-weary Southeast Asia when it was re­
leased that a new military assis tance agreement had been 
signed by the U.S.S.R. and North Vietnam whereby the 
Russians would furnish " airplanes, antiaircraft and rocket 
equipment. artillery and small arms ammunition and other 
military equipment ... " 

Early in October the Vietnamese National Assembly val­
idated the election results. This was followed by the in­
staUation of the 60 newly elected members of the upper 
house of the government. Later in the month the lower 
house eleetions were held with 73 percent of the electorate 
turning out to complete the las t round of elections. On 
the last day of the month the inaugauration ceremonies 
were conducted in downtown Saigon . The new president, 
Ng~yen Van Thieu, raised his right hand before a crowd, 
estimated at 50,000 persons, to repeat the oath of office. In 
the front of the National Assembly Building diplomats from 
22 foreign nations, including Vice President Hubert H. 
Humphrey, then watched Nguyen Cao Ky take the oath as 
vice president. 

Following the inaugauration a parade of civic and military 

What the Viet Cong knock down the engineers 
build up, bigger and better. Photo by Capt. 
Charles Beres-USAECV(P). 
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~orces marched to celebrate the South Vietnamese National 
Day. Flags of seven nations, representing the Free \Vorld 
-\..ssistance forces in Vietnam , led the march order. The 
:wo-hour parade featured ARVN units of all t ypes, floats 
lepieting" progress under the Revolutionary Development 
Program and ARVN aircraft buzzing overhead. 

In the I CTZ Army forces were increased as the 3rd Brigade 
)f the 1s t Cavalry joined the Americal Division. The 
Brigad e immediately began Operation 'Wallowa , which was 
.atcr combined with Americal's Operation \Vheeler. 

HUEYCOBRA ARRIVES 
October also saw the introduction of a helicopter especially 

:lesigned for ground support-the HueyCobra. This gun ship 
with advanced weapons sys tems, slim silhouette and high 
~peed and manueverability began co mbat operations in 1st 
A viat ion Brigade units. 

The 4 th Infantry Division s tarted Operation MacArthur 
in Pleiku Province and the 7th Squadron , 17th Cavalry 
joined the I vym en in the Central Highlands during the month. 
Also the 3rd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry arrived at 
Qui N hon to further in crease U.S. s trength in Vietnam. 

Communis t acti v ity included a North Vietnam Army reg­
iment's aLLack on an ARVN regiment at Song Be with t he 
North Vietnamese com ing out on the short end of the battle. 
ARVN losscs were only 10 killed to the Communis ts' 130. 

VC DEFEATED AT LOC NINH 
At Loe Ninh, ncar the Cambodian border, two battalions 

A HueyCobra gunship 
introduced In October 
1967 flies alongside an 
older UH-1D The chin 
turret is directed toward 
its target by the pilot 
turning his head. Photo 
by 1st Aviation Brigade-
10. 

of the 273rd VC Hegiment attacked the perimeter where 
CIDG and ARVN troops were lodged. The Viet Cong broke 
through the perimeter and entered the v illage. The 1st 
Battalion, 18th Infantry was one of the first of the 1st 
Infantry Division uni ts rushed to help push the enemy force 
from the area. This was a ccomplished after difficult street 
fighting and digging the enemy out of thc perimeter bunkers 
they had occupied. ,\,,;' hen the ARVN, Special Forces and 
1st Division troops finally forced the enemy to break contact, 
other troops of the 18th Infantry were waiting as a blocking 
force to cut them down. 

The enemy retreateu to a rubber pLantation five miles 
south of the Cambodian border to avoid air strikes and 
artillery that harassed t.heir mo ve to high ground. On the 
third day of the battle the enemy began to return the 
artillery fire. Air strikes soon reduced the VC's fire. 

Fighting broke out again when the Viet Cong attacked 
across the landin g strip at the district headquarters. This 
was broken up , bu t not before the VC had tried to scale the 
walls of the outpost. Enemy forces made sporadic attempts 
to get back into Loc l\i nh , but they were met by American 
and AHVN patrols that hounded them until they withdrew 

The slim silhouette makes the HueyCobra a 
tough target to hit from the ground. Its pods 
can deliver devastating firepower in support of 
ground troops. Photo by 1 st Aviation Brigade-IO. 
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from the area, losing over 1,000 men killed in the overall 
action. 

LARGEST WEAPONS CACHE 
UNCOVERED 

Thirty miles eas t of Saigon in Phuoc Tu y Province, Com­
pany B, 2nd Battalion , 47th Infantry and Company B, 3rd 
Squadron, 5th Cavalry were searching the area during the 
9th Division's Operation Akron III. A concrete slab with 
wire hinges and handles was discovered. When it was 
opened, the troops found an entrance to a tunnel complete 
with steps cut into the side. Upon examination a large 
supply of weapons, ammunition and medical supplies were 
found. Further tunnel discoveries were made in the immedi­
ate area. More arms, ammunition and supplies were uncov­
ered as each tunnel was searched. The list of equipment 
brought out grew to tremendous size and included such 
weapons as 75mm pack howitzers and .50 caliber machine­
guns. 

Final count made this find the larges t ever discovered. 
Besides other types of equipment and medical supplies , 
there were 1,140 weapons of aU types, 95,000 rounds of small 
arms ammunition, 3,634 grenades and 452 mortar rounds. 
Many of the weapons were still packed in grease, cosmoline 
and plastic. 

November began quietly with the 9th Infantry Di vision 
units starting Operation Coronado IX and joining with the 
11th Armored Cavalry, Australian and Vietnamese troops 

Part of the largest weapons 
cache ever found. Two Viet 
Cong antiaircraft .50 caliber 
machineguns are In the 
foreground . Total count of 
weapons is 1,140 of all 
types. Photo by Sp4 John 
Olson-Stars and Stripes. 
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in Operation Santa Fe 1 in the delta. Vietnamese Marines 
joined the 9th in Coronado IX after the exercise began , 
causing the 502nd Local "'-"orce Battalion to slowly ge t ground 
up in the operation 65 miles southwest of Saigon. 

BIGGEST BATTLE TAKES SHAPE 
However, in the Central Highlands the rumblings of the 

biggest battle of the war were resounding in the hills around 
Dak To. For several weeks intelligence reports showed 
increased enemy activity in the vicinity of Dak To, astride 
the natural infiltration route along Route 312 north of Pleiku 
and close to the Laotian·Cambodian border. The town is 
normally garrisoned by AHVN troops and elements of a 
U.S. Special Forces-trained Civilian Irregular Defen se Group. 

\Vhen it became apparent the enemy was preparing bat­
tlefield positions for an assault on the town, the 4th In­
fantry Division 's lst Brigade was deployed into the area. Two 
companies from the 3rd Battalion, 12th Infantry made initial 
contact with a strong North Vietnamese Army force. The 
hill soon resounded to the sound s of the battle which grew 
in ferocity. The NVA Regulars pinned the Americans down. 
The 3rd Battalion commander called in air support against 
positions astride the steep hill. Artillery and mortar fire 
combined with the bombs to stem the enemy fire. Morning 
reconn patrols found the enemy so well entrenched he was 
barely hurt by the tremendous pounding. It was apparent 
the enemy was not going to give up easily or melt away into 
the jungle. 

Additional American and South Vietnamese troops were 
called in to reinforce those presently locked in combat. Th e 
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173rd Airborne Brigade and later elemenl s of th e 1st Caval ry 
were brou ght in to ass is t the 4th Division troops. Besid es 
artillery and helicopter gunship fire supporl, C-47 Dragon­
ships and giant B-S2 bombers flew supporting Inissions for 
the ground t roops. Arlillery and airstrikes pou nd ed the 
hills for hours before infantry assaults on the enemy positions. 
The soldiers found the enemy s till capable of delivering 
murderous fire to slow their advance. Casualties mounted 

'on both sid es, but gradually the NVA troops were forced 
back toward the Calnbod ian border and sanct uary. One of 
the bloodiest battles was fought for Hill 875. The remnants 
of th e 24th, 32nd , 66th and 1741.11 NVA Regiments stood and 
fou ght off A merican and A RVX soldiers (or four days in Ihc 
area. \Vhen Thanksgiving Day arrived, Americans hat! 
claimed the hilltop and their turkey dinller was served them 
amids t the shattered bunkers and trees. 

The enemy had paid a terrib le price for the Dak To battle. 
His known losses wcre 1,641 men killed; how .man y more 
had been killed or seriously wo unded and dragged from the 
haule area wou ld be impossible to estimate. H e had been 
subj ected to fantas tic bombardments durin g the 26 days 
of battle. Almost 138,000 rounds of artillery had been fired . 
1,101 Army helicopter gunship sorties were fl own against 
him, combined with 1,869 Air Force sorties and 32 strikes 
by B-52 bombers. ~Ian y hills looked like jumbled piles of 

hu ge match sticks and splinters as great trees had been felled 
by I he battle. 

The battle was the largest in Ih e war 10 date- exceeding 
the fa Drang Valley baLLle of 1966 and the Loe Ninh baLLle 
of the preceeding rnollth. 

Other November action: t he enemy's shelling of the base 
camp of the 2nd Brigade of the 25th Division and divis ion 
base caml) at e u Chi , plus the s tar t of Ol)eration Strike! 
U ni ontown in Bien Hoa Province by the 199th Light I n­
fanlry Brigade. The operation was to account for 100 enemy 
losses. 

WAR DOES NOT STOP TURKEY 
Despi te bau.les ragill g from the Xorth to the South of 

this war-lorn nation , tIle l SI Logistical COlllmalld deli vered 
57,000 whole turkeys a nd 325 tons of boneless turkey meal. 
plus all the fixi ngs of th e I raditional Thanksgi\'ing feast. 
The impress ive fi gures included 28 tons of cranberry sauce, 
15 Ions of nuts, eight Hill S of cand y, n of oli ves, and 33 of 
fruit cake. Grateful 1I'00ps I}aused in banle to g ive thanks 
to God for their bless ings and enjoy the bounty of a free 
nation. 

The new "Three C Concept" of speeding supplies to the 
user was introduced during the monl h. The Cs stand for 

A trooper from the 173rd Airborne Brigade ca lls for a med ic to aid his wounded buddy during fighting on Hill 882 nea r Oak To. Photo by Sp5 Gordon Gahan-USARV. 
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one conl<line r, olle cus Lome r and one cOllllllodit y. The 
0IH~ralion begill s al a fa e lory wherl' a truck trail e r is loaded 
with, for exalnplc, wl ·ap()n :-: . The t railer is then :-;ea lcd and 
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Trailers are stacked high on the deck of a Sea 
Land transport ship that is ready to unload at 
Cam Ranh Bay Port. Photo by Cam Ranh Bay 
Support Command-IO. 
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January 1968 

Prelude To Attack 
The year 1968 opcned wilh a s trange quiet because of 

the New Years Truce. Only isolated groups of less than 
squad-sized VC units were involved in any fire fights. Army 
units found several ri ce caches. A company from the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade's 503rd Infantry found one cache of 
slightl y over 1,000 pounds hidden in bushes ncar its perimeter. 

The truce was no sooner ended than the VC mortared and 
then aLLcmpLcd 1.0 over run the base camp of the 3ed Brigade, 
25th Infantry Di vision in Tay Ninh Pro vince. Shortly before 
midnight on New Years Day human wa ve aLLacks from three 
s ides struck the base's perimeter. T he attacks broke off 
before the m OTllin g of January 2. The defenders discovered 
347 bodies s trewn about the defensive area. The attacker!; 
harl been beaten back with every type of weapon from hand 
grellades 1.0 howitzers and helicopter gunships. lL was 
later determined that the attackers were from two bal tal· 
ions of the 271 st and 272n d VC Regiments. 

Act ion else where pi cked up. In the north both the Ameri­
cal and 1st Cavalry Di visions reported in creased contact ·with 
the insurgents . In the highlands the 4 th Division made 
contact with guerri l1as near Pleiku and Dak To, and the 
] 0 1 st Airborne Divisioll troops discovered severa l VC tunnel 

complexes west of Cu Chi in ] 11 CTZ. 
During the next few days heavy contacts were mad e in 

the Americal 's Operation \VheelerjWallowa area of action 
in southern I CTZ ami along the Saigon Ri ve r, 15 miles north· 
northwes t of Saigon, in the 25th Division's Operation YeI· 
lowstone area. 

On January 7, a new S500,000 Phu Bai Dial Central Office 
was opened to provide a I ,OOO-line exchange for Marine and 
Arm y elements in the area. The 1st Signal Brigade proj ect, 
12 miles south of Hue, was to be of grea t value in the next 
month because of its strategic location. 
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PROVINCE CAPITAL HIT 
The flex I day a gucrri lla force made a terror attack on 

Hau Nghia's province capital of Bao Tri during the early 
morning hours. In three hours, followin g a morlar and 
rocket barrage, the VC penctrated to th e center of the t own. 
Vietnamese National Police, Hegional Forces, and American 
Army ad visors broke the attack a t the market place. One 
policeman , alone at his pos t, was credited with killing five 
insurgen ts with hand grenades. 

Two battalions of the All VN 49th Regiment rushed to the 
aid of the defendt'rs of Ihe city . B y dawn 20 enemy bodies 
lay in a row in the center of town and four enemy s us pects 
were detained. American casualties were t hree killed and 15 
wounded. The Viet namese police and Hegional forces 
cas ualties were described as light ; however , the cost to the 
ci vilian populace was seve re. Eighty civi lians were wo unded 
and ] 50 families were homeless from the surprise assault, 
the first ground attack on Bao Tri in o ver a yea r. 

Hea vy action continued through the next week cente red 
in the America l's battle area of south ern 1 CTZ alHlthe 25th's 
area of operation northwest of Saigon. Many other unil S 
reported enemy activ ity of resupplyin g and recently vacated 
tunnels and bunkers. Throughout th e country the com­
plexes were discoved, bnt there were only sporadic contacts. 

The Vung Chua Mountain signal site, located 
near Qui Nhon is a major communications relay 
link between the northern and southern com­
mands of United States Army, Vietnam. Photo 
by 1st Signal Brigade-IO. 
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The 9lh Division launched sweep operations 25 miles south­
west of Saigon against a reported buildup of enemy forces; 
however, onl y ligh t enemy contact was made. 

Through the month large and small enemy rice caches 
were discovered from one end of the country to the other. 
And in the north North Vietnamese Army forces were build­
i ng up in the v icinity of the Marine base at Khe Sanh . 
The s trategic base sits ast ride the main infiltration route 
that skir ts the DMZ and funnel s insurgents toward Quang 
Ngai City and H ue. Army artillery from Ca mp Carroll , 
units of the 108th Arti llery Croup, ,vere firing constant 
support for the bas tion, 18 miles away. 

Rice a nd weapons caches turned up in reports so regularl y 
that soldi ers were always on the alert for signs of caelles. 
The mos t unusual capture was made by the 11th Armored 
Cavalry near the Cambodian border, 70 miles north of 
Saigon. A North Vietnamese Hegular was spoll.ed carrying 
60-pound bags of rice on a bicyele. He tried to out-pedal 
an Armored Cavalry Assault Vchicle (ACAV), but he was 
no match for the ACAV's speed. H e told of pedalling six 
hours to their camp with the rice and two hours back. The 
Black Horse troops ended t he NVA soldier's ri ce smuggling 
days. 

Sporadic action continued through the third week of 
January with small engagelllents reported and Ill any more 
caches being turned up. On several occasions base camps 

The 1st Logistical Command 
and USARV headquarters 
buildings at Long Binh Post 
form a geometric pattern in 
what a year earlier was jungle. 
Photo by Sp4James Lynch-
1st Log. Cmd. 
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INNOCENT OR .. . ? Sam­
pans are one of the 
main means of transpor­
tation and commerce In 
Vietnam. And they are 
also the means of Com­
munist delivery of large· 
quantities of arms and 
ammunition. Sampans 
make a placid setting on 
the waterways of the cap­
ital city of Saigon . Pho­
tos by SSgt. Robert 
Peterson. USARV-IO. 

were mortared with harass ing fire, but none caused anything 
hut light damage at best. The lsI. Cavalry Division did 
run across a n enemy force estimated at t wo baualions ncar 
Bong Son in Binh Dinh Pro vince. The 1st Battalion, 50th 
lnfantry was moving into the area whcn a lone enemy soldier 
was sighted. When the armored vehicles moved into an 
attacking position, heavy resistance was met. Gunships 
and airstrikes were called in and a blocking force moved in 
on the other side of the enemy. After a day of fi ghtin g 128 
enemy lay dead on the field of battlc. The cavalry los t 
four men. 

In the closing week of lanuary gunship crews from the 
l3th Combat Aviat ion Baualion spoll ed large sampan flotil­
las 31 miles south west of Saigon in Dinh T uong Provin ce. 
Thirty-one of the sa mpans were sunk. Other crews reported 
sinking 51 sampans in th eir delta operat ions in support of 
ARVN infantry action in 1 V CTZ. E nemy sampan acti vity 
seemed to have sudd elll y in creased as gU llshil)S reported 
s inking 47 more of the boats the next day . 

The Viet Cong attacked the town of Trang Bang, 28 miles 
northwest of Saigon. a tt empting to overrun the dis trict 
headqua rters. In t ypi ca l VC fashion the insurgents s truck 
from three sides with recoilless rifle and rocket fire at the 
building. The Viet Cong soldiers were caught in a crossfire 
from a Popular Forces bunker across the street when they 
assaulted . One guerrilla did cross the barbed wire, but 
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February 1968 

The Attacks: The Wal 

Military police­
men lead away a 
Viet Cong who 
was captured in 
the immediate vi­
cinity of the A­
merican Embassy 
during the Com­
munist's ear ly 
morning attack 
on January 31st. 
Corpora l George 
Moyer (left), and 
Sp4 James M. 
Singer, both of 
the 527th Milita­
ry Police Compa­
ny, were rushed 
to the Embassy 
to assist guards 
in repe lling the 
attack. Photo by 
Sp5 Donald A. 
Hirst, HAC- IO. 
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• 
Reaches The Cities 

was gunned d own before reaching the building. Six enem y 
soldiers were killed in the fi ght ing, as were a ·policeman and 
woman. Thirty-fi ve civilians including 16 women and eight 
children , werc v ictims of wounds from t he attack. The 
enemy was forcc{l to withdraw from the town without ever 
achieving their objective. 

For the nexllwo days act ion was very sporadic. Although 
weapons and food caches continued to be turned up by search­
ing troops, enem y contac t was rarc. The planned 36-hour 
T et Truce was approaching. In I CTZ the Communis ts 
were 5 0 severe a thrcat the entire tru ce period was cancelled 
there. Nordl Vietnamese troops were closing in on three 
sides of th e Marine base at Khe Sanh and it was receiving 
hea vy shellings da ily from heavy artillery and rocket posi­
tions in th e surrounding hill s. 

FAMILIES GATHER FOR TET 
Across the rest of the nation civilians and milita ry werc 

planning famil y r eunions and celebrations for the three-day 
holiday starting the last day of t he mon t h. _I\.lrcady fire 
crackers were being shot off in happy anticipation of the 
Buddhis t New Year. T et , being a time of famil y gatherings, 
made movement of large amounts of people possible without 
suspicion. This was exactly what the Communist guerrillas 
needed. During the days preceding Te t large numbers of 
insurgents moved into the major cities of the country . 

Arms and ammunition were smuggled in inside produce 
and materials carried on trucks and in sampans. They 
were then smu ggled to cemeteries inside coffins in mock fun­
erals . Even the flower pots were used to hide magazincs 
of ammunit.ion and hand grenades. B y evening of January 
30, most cemeteries in the major cities were VC arsenals. 

FIRST ATTACK: NHA TRANG 
The firs t of the Tet attacks occurred at Nha Trang at l:15 

a.m . on January 30. The assault was apparently aimed at 
the U.S . Military Ass is tance Compound in downtown N ha 
Trang. That night the attacks took place in 27 province 
capitals of the 44 in the R epublic. The U.S. Embassy was 
one the firs t objectives in Saigon. Strikes were al so made 
at Da Nang, Hue, Quang Tri , Qui Nhon, An Khe, Plei.ku, 
Kontum, Dalat, Ban Me T huot, Hoi An , Tuy Hoa, Bien 
Hoa, :My Tho, Tan Phu Trullg, Hoc Mon, Tay Ninh , Ben 
Tre and Soe Trang. Military airbases were also prime targets. 
Hit were airfields at Da N ang, Chu Lai , Tan Son N hut, 
B ien Hoa, Pleiku and Tu y Hoa. Major military instal­
lations were also subject to ground and mortar and rocket 
attacks, in cluding the huge ammunition dump and the II 
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J 'ieJd Force H cadquarters at Long Binh. 
Man y of the cities overrun were quickly cleared of the 

guerrillas within 24 hours; however, several cities s till con­
tained the enemy longer. These included Saigon, Hue 
and a few other scauered locations, such as Dalat. 

ATTACKS ANGER PEOPLE 
The Communists had hoped to rouse the people to a 

popular uprising with the attacks. The NY A and VC troops 
had been told the people would greet them with open arms. 
Nothing of the sort occurred. In fact, b y violating the sacred 
famil y celebration of Tet b y bombing, burning and disrupting 
city life. and b y executing civilians, the Communis ts angered 
the people. Slow rage grew in the populace because of the 
devas tation. Later when a eall to arms came from President 
Thieu for the drafting of 18- and 19-year olds, many volunte­
ers were immediately waiting in line to join the RVN military 
forces. 

u.S. EMBASSY SURVIVES ASSAULT 
In Saigon 19 Vie t Cong blasted a hole in th e compound 

wall of the U.S. Embassy at about 3 a.m. 011 the last day 
in January. Although several attempts were made to 
penetrate the embassy, it was not entered b y the t errori sts. 
The thick cherry wood door at the main entranee took a 
rocket grenad e hit and s tood fast. Insurgents entering the 
compound through the shattered wall and by scaling the 
rear waU were gunned down in a 6t -hour baLtle with 
Marine guards reinforced b y military police from H eadquar­
ters Area Command's 716th MP Baualion . To insure no 
VC had entered the embassy proper, a helicopter full of 10:Jst 
Airborne paratroopers were landed on the roof to cautiously 
search the building from the top down. No guerri llas were 
found. The last insurgent died in a civilian aide's quarters 
in the rear of the compound , fini shed off b y the ci vilian 
himself with a pistol thrown to him b y the IHPs. 

The auackers auempted to enter the Independence 
Palaee grounds, "but were driven into an uncompleted hotel 
where they beld out for two days. Other guerrillas &.tru ek 
military and government installations aIL over the Saigon­
Cholon-Tan Son ~hut area. Thc MACV compound was 
s truck b y sniper bullets and the sprawling Tan Son N hut 
Airbase was invaded b y about 700 guerrillas. Tropic 
Lightning troops of the 25th Infantry Division were called 
to help 'drive the cncm y out of the base. Other American 
and AllVN soldiers supportcd by helicopter gunships were 
rushed to the city . 

Communist political cadre paraded the streets in an 
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attempt to rall y the peo pl e to assist th em; t.hey found fe w 
take rs. 

Throughout the cou n t ry superior firepower and logist ics 
turned the tide aga inst th e Co mm unists ra liler dramatica ll y . 
T he 1s t Cavalry in th e north secured Qua ng Tri, 'I·th Division 
t roops had secured Ple ikll and Kontlllll a nd so it went to the 
south when,: 9th Divis ion troops freed l\'l y T ho frorn t he VC. 
Through a IL the fi gh ting the oft cr itic ized ARVN troops 
displ ayed fantas tic brave ry, a long side their American 
conu lcrpa rtl'i or alone. T hey proved that. thi s is their co untry 
an d they are willi ng to fi ght fflr it. 

The f ie rceness of the f ighling was al.lested 1.0 b y the casual· 
ly figures. 1n three days th e Comm unis t deat h to ll was 
es ti ma ted at o ver ] 0,000. SOllie 3,000 suspect!; were Iw in g 
d etained. South Vie tnamese losses reached 632 ki lled a nd 
1,588 wOlll]( letl. Amerie'lIl deaths werl' 28 1 and l , l95 
wOll ntied. Oliler Free \\lo rld Forces lost 34 men. At leal'i t 
3,000 civili a ns died and another 350,000 were Hlad e ho meless. 

Destruction of property was hi gh al so. In Pleiku , 50 
Il c r(;el'll. of' th e homes were d e!'( tl'oycd b y the f ighting. But 
t he worst catas trophe struck Huc, which was com pletel y 
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taken ove l' by the Commun ists for several days . By the 
time t he fi ghti ng to retake t he c ity was co mpleted nca r t he 
end of February, 80 pe rCC l'l1 of t he ci t y was d es troyed in · 
elud ing mallY irrep lacea ble a r l. treasures of the Citadel , t he 
home of Vietnam's kings ma ny years ago. 

Free World Forces quickl y lIlo ved to block 01T escaping 
Comm unist soldie rs on the oULSki n s of cit ie:-; a nd to d es troy 
guerri ll a mortar and rocket crews ha rass ing mi li ta ry ins ta l­
lation s. 

After 10 days from the fir" t attacks the brunt of Commu­
nist effo rt was broken cvc ryw h ef{ ~ exce pt in lIu c whel'e t he 
1st Ca va lry Division blockl'd add it ional Nort h Vi elnam e!')e 
from trying to r ei nforce t he in surgent s in the cit y , who wcre 
l'i lowly being dug out bloc.k b y block b y Mar ine and A RV~ 
forces. 

It was feared in man y quarLers a second wa ve of 8tla('ks 
wou ld take plaee by mid-mont h. Victname,'ic and Anwl'ican 
force8 co nducted swecp:-; ill the vicinity of la rgf' eitit ·s tn hreak 
lip t he po.'is ibilily. 0 11 (' dcl ta ci t y was al.l<lck pd , Bac Lieu, 
bu t til e in vad ers were turned back b y ARV N suldiers ill a 
day -long battl e. 
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In the Saigon-Bien Hoa area, the 25th, and 9th Divisions, 
coupled wi th the 199th Light Infantry Brigade and II th 
Armored Cavalry, clashed with Viet Cong guerrillas frequcnt­
ly. The decisive ar tillery and gunship supporting fires 
caused the Communist dcath toll to mount at an incred ible 
rate. During early portions of the Tet attacks the only 
available aerial gun support was provided by the 1st Avia tion 
Brigade and 1st Cavalry gunships, beca use of the . attacks 
on all major airbases . 

82ND AIRBORNE ARRIVES 
By mid-month President Johnson decided to speed 10,500 

more U.S. troops to Vietnam. T he f irs t major unit to answer 
the call was the 3rd B ri gade, 82nd Airborne Division. The 
brigade was rapid ly deployed to the I CTZ to alleviate pressure 
on Marine forces which were liberating Hue and fa cing an 
estimated four to five North Vietnamese Di visions already 
in the corps zone. 

On February 18, the second wave of attacks was launched 
by the Communis ts. Th is time t hey were not as severe as 
t he initial attacks as no major ground assaults were launched. 
All attacks were basically morta r and rocket barrages. 
Nearly every military installation hi t at Tet was s truck again , 
including the ammuni tion dump at Long Binh and the a ir­
fi elds at Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa. Sixteen provincial 
capitals were also shelled. 

On t he next day a huge 122mm rocket stru ck the civilian 
passenger terminal at Tan Son Nhut killing one and seriously 
wound ing 21 military personnel, most of whom were prepar­
ing to return to the U nited States after the co mplction of 
their tour here. 

Heavy fighting broke out on Saigon's northern perimeter 
as the Viet Cong bombarded Tan Son Nhu t and General 

Westmoreland's headquarters again. The Aviation Brigade 
gu nships reported sinking sampans attempting to resupply 
Co mmunist forces surrounding Saigon. E nemy antiaircraft 
guns were located 2+ miles south of the Tan Son Nhut 
airbase. 

During the last week in February the attacks Oil Tan Son 
Nltu t and Bien Hoa began to taper off. T he Marine and 
ARVN troops were digging the last enemy soldiers out of 
Hue. Throughout the countrys ide reconstruction was 
beginning. Curfews were still in effect , but t he people were 
getting back to work. Prices in the major cities were slowly 
returning to normal. 

The cost to both sides of the Tet attacks was heavy. U.S . 
losses were 2,371 killed during the period of slightly over 30 
days. Also 11,664 were wounded with some 5,500 being 
returned to duty without hospitalization". One hundred 
fifty-five soldiers werc" reportcd missing in action. The 
enemy paid even more dearly for t heir attempts to take over 
the coun t ry. For the same period the enemy lost an estima­
ted 25,000 soldiers killed. (No stat istics are kept on enemy 
wounded.) T hey lost over 16,000 weapons and a half million 
rounds of ammuniton. They also lost their biggest b id to 
win the war. 

To the soldiers of the United States Army, Vie tnam, there 
was much work left to be done. New sand bag emplacements 
were strengthening defenses at base camps. More operations 
would be conducted. But we had withstood the enemy's 
best effort and WOll. OUf Vietnamese co mrades-in-arms 
had fou ght well and bravely with us. A new respect had 
grown through the blood letting that had occurred. T he 
living would continue the struggle, the dead and severely 
wounded were done fighting, but the Republic of Vietnam 
is still free. 

I nfantrymen trudge 
by the smouldering 
rUins In Kontum 
after ridding the 
city of Viet Cong 
attackers . The 4th 
Infantry Division 
soldiers from the 
1st Battalion, 22nd 
I nfantry appear 
amazed by the 
havoc. Photo by 
Sp4 Jim Doyle-4th 
INF-IO. 

~ Their homes destroyed by the Viet Cong attack on Saigon, 
Vietnamese citizens search through the rubble for salvable 
material with which to rebuild. Photo by JUSPAO. 

In the Saigon-Bien Hoa area, the 25th, and 9th Divisions, 
coupled wi th the 199th Light Infantry Brigade and II th 
Armored Cavalry, clashed with Viet Cong guerrillas frequcnt­
ly. The decisive ar tillery and gunship supporting fires 
caused the Communist dcath toll to mount at an incred ible 
rate. During early portions of the Tet attacks the only 
available aerial gun support was provided by the 1st Avia tion 
Brigade and 1st Cavalry gunships, beca use of the . attacks 
on all major airbases . 

82ND AIRBORNE ARRIVES 
By mid-month President Johnson decided to speed 10,500 

more U.S. troops to Vietnam. T he f irs t major unit to answer 
the call was the 3rd B ri gade, 82nd Airborne Division. The 
brigade was rapid ly deployed to the I CTZ to alleviate pressure 
on Marine forces which were liberating Hue and fa cing an 
estimated four to five North Vietnamese Di visions already 
in the corps zone. 

On February 18, the second wave of attacks was launched 
by the Communis ts. Th is time t hey were not as severe as 
t he initial attacks as no major ground assaults were launched. 
All attacks were basically morta r and rocket barrages. 
Nearly every military installation hi t at Tet was s truck again , 
including the ammuni tion dump at Long Binh and the a ir­
fi elds at Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hoa. Sixteen provincial 
capitals were also shelled. 

On t he next day a huge 122mm rocket stru ck the civilian 
passenger terminal at Tan Son Nhut killing one and seriously 
wound ing 21 military personnel, most of whom were prepar­
ing to return to the U nited States after the co mplction of 
their tour here. 

Heavy fighting broke out on Saigon's northern perimeter 
as the Viet Cong bombarded Tan Son Nhu t and General 

Westmoreland's headquarters again. The Aviation Brigade 
gu nships reported sinking sampans attempting to resupply 
Co mmunist forces surrounding Saigon. E nemy antiaircraft 
guns were located 2+ miles south of the Tan Son Nhut 
airbase. 

During the last week in February the attacks Oil Tan Son 
Nltu t and Bien Hoa began to taper off. T he Marine and 
ARVN troops were digging the last enemy soldiers out of 
Hue. Throughout the countrys ide reconstruction was 
beginning. Curfews were still in effect , but t he people were 
getting back to work. Prices in the major cities were slowly 
returning to normal. 

The cost to both sides of the Tet attacks was heavy. U.S . 
losses were 2,371 killed during the period of slightly over 30 
days. Also 11,664 were wounded with some 5,500 being 
returned to duty without hospitalization". One hundred 
fifty-five soldiers werc" reportcd missing in action. The 
enemy paid even more dearly for t heir attempts to take over 
the coun t ry. For the same period the enemy lost an estima­
ted 25,000 soldiers killed. (No stat istics are kept on enemy 
wounded.) T hey lost over 16,000 weapons and a half million 
rounds of ammuniton. They also lost their biggest b id to 
win the war. 

To the soldiers of the United States Army, Vie tnam, there 
was much work left to be done. New sand bag emplacements 
were strengthening defenses at base camps. More operations 
would be conducted. But we had withstood the enemy's 
best effort and WOll. OUf Vietnamese co mrades-in-arms 
had fou ght well and bravely with us. A new respect had 
grown through the blood letting that had occurred. T he 
living would continue the struggle, the dead and severely 
wounded were done fighting, but the Republic of Vietnam 
is still free. 

I nfantrymen trudge 
by the smouldering 
rUins In Kontum 
after ridding the 
city of Viet Cong 
attackers . The 4th 
Infantry Division 
soldiers from the 
1st Battalion, 22nd 
I nfantry appear 
amazed by the 
havoc. Photo by 
Sp4 Jim Doyle-4th 
INF-IO. 

~ Their homes destroyed by the Viet Cong attack on Saigon, 
Vietnamese citizens search through the rubble for salvable 
material with which to rebuild. Photo by JUSPAO. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADOUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM 

OF FI CE OF THE DEPUTY COMMANDING GENERAL 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96375 

DCG'S RETURNEE MESSAGE 

Your tour in Vietnam is now behind you. It has been a year of hard 
fighting - -certainly a period in which the American soldier has per­
formed in the best traditions of the US Army. You may l eav e this 
land of Vietnam- -the jungles, mountains, and coastal plains - -with 
that inner satisfaction of knowing you have served the cause of free 
men everywhere. The Republic of Vietnam and, indeed, our own 
nation, are greatly in your debt for your efforts. 

Now you are going horne to rejoin your family and friends. They are 
proud of you and are anxiously awaiting your return. With you goes a 
world of knowledge and impres sions based on the experiences you 
have had in Vietnam. Your friends, neighbors, and the people with 
whom you will work will look to you as an authority on what is 
happening in the Republic of Vietnam. This magazine, a history of 
this country and the year you spent here, may h elp you to tell your 

story. 

1 commend you and thank you for the job you have done in Vietnam. My 
warmest wishes for success in what lies before you. 

~~JR. 
Lieutenant General, US Army 
Deputy Commanding General 
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Front Cover: From the highlands to the delta the soldiers of 
USARV have served. 
They man the guns along the DMZ and unload 
boats on the coast. 
The cover is symbolic of service in the Republic 
of Vietnam. 
The title, TOUR 365, signifies the normal tour 
of one year, 365 days. 

Rack Cover: In memory of the soldiers of USARV who have 
given their lives here. 
They were our buddies, our friends and our 
comrades-in-arlns. 
They shall not be forgotten. Their memory will 
live forever. 
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