


Color Bearing Units 

2d Battalion (Mech), 2d Infantry 

""No One Dare Touch Me" 

"Noli Me Tangere"-"No One Dare Touch Me" 
- read s the moHo inscribed below the blue and 

gold cresl , of the 2d Infantry. " . 
Th ough a relatively new member of the BIg Red 

One," 1st Infantry Di vision, the 2d Infa ntry. boasts a 
colorful and historic past that is reflecte? on ItS crest. , 

The crest signifies participation first In the War at 
18 12 and then in other wars that saw the valor of the 
2d. Black arrows in a silver quiver reflect the Indian 
Wars while the bolo crossing it recalls the Philippine 
Insu rrection. The blue cross that forms the ir back­
ground and the red cros~ signify pa~t icipation with the 
18th Division in. the CivIl War. A gIant cactus deno tes 
the Mexican War of 1846 while the five-bastioned fort 
marks the Spanish-American \VaL 

Weari ng that crest in Vietnam today are two rep're­
sentatives of the modern 2d Infantry, the 1st Battahon 
"Black Scarves" and the 2d Battalio n " Ramrods." Their 
history dates back to a bill signed by President Wash­
ington in 1791. However, the regiment deri ves lts, bIrth­
day of 12 April, 1808. from one of the five regiments 
combined to form the mod ern 2d Infantry. 

The "Big Red One" was Vietnam's first U.S. division 
and when the First's soldiers came asho re they were 
trailed by their newest members, the 2d [n fant ry. After 
joining the division in August of 1965, the 2d sailed 
from Oakland on 25 September and stepped ashore at 
Vung Tau 21 days later. . 

That landing isn't reRected on theIr crest nor are 
World War II campaigns named Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace or Centra l Europe. 
However, they are part of the historic past of the 2d 
Infantry. They form a proud hefltage now betng ex­
tended in the jungles of Vietnam by the men of the 
"Black Scarves" and the " Ramrods." 

THEHURRICANE 
NOVEMBER 1968 NUMBER THIRTEEN 

A PUBLICATION OF " .FIELD FORCE VIETNAM 

The front cover this 
m onth sports a painting 
by Koichi Ando that re­
presents the beginnings 
of a new sport in Vietnam 
- archery. The story be­
gi ns on page 12. 

Binh Long province is 
dominated by "King Rub­
ber" as the back cover 
illustrates. Lieutenant 
Robert Pfohman has cap­
tured the spirit of the 
pro vi nce in his story 
which begi ns on page 6. 

Other stories thi s 
month include one about 
\vhat it's like to ride a 
Navy dest r oyer and one 
about the dangers a nd 
thrills of being an Explo­
s ive Ord nance Disposal 
expert. That story begins 
on page 2. 

If you wish to send the 
Hurricane ho me for free, 
p ut it into a 51;"Xll inch 
envelope as an inclosu re 
to a personal lei ter. That 
way, your family and 
friends back in the States 
can get a better idea of 
what goes on in Vietnam, 

The Editor 
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Ordnance Experts Risk A Big Bang 

To Make the World Safe for Soldiers 

by SP4 Arnold Brae8ke 

photos SP5 jeTTY C/.ef'ela,nd 

T o the EOD men straddling [he 4,000 
pounds of damaged bombs, rockets, 

grenades and explos ives in the demoli­
tion crater, the atmosphere was casual. 
They joked while they packed white 
globs of C-4 plastic explosive on the 
500-pound bombs, (hen inserted the 
fu sed blasting ca p. The only hint o f 
nervousness ca me w ith the run for the 
jeep and (he fast , bounci ng ride OUI of 
the blasting area when The IO-minute 
fuse had been lit. The actual blast, 
viewed from more tha n a mile away, 
was almost anti-climactic, alt hough it s 
shock waves rocked the parked jeep. 

This was a routine piece of demolition 
for the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 

Ammunirioll is thrown inl0 'he small arms 
burning pit for destruction. The wooden. 
crates are included 10 maintain fh e fire, 
which eventually ignires all the ammo 

Four damaged arfillery rounds make up parI of this " shot " 

(EOD) team a"ached to the 3rd Ord­
nance Ballalioll at long Binh, 

In less contro lled situat ions. while 
prodding a din road [o r a hidden mine 
or gingerly fusing a mud-caked RPG 
rocket in a ricefidd. the atmosphere is 
more tense~-a n eerie. inner silent t: 
descends even in a no ise-fi lled a rea. 

"You don't get scared," said EOD 
Staff Officer Capta in \Villiam Loveall . 
"YOLI just 'respect' what you're working 
with, Everyone, officers and enlisted 
men, receives the same tra in ing in 
EOD; [hey sit in the same classes, so 
t!veryone knows what he 's doing. The 

school weeds out the people who ean' t 
handle ie" 

The end result of [our months of 
EOD training at FL ~1 cC lell an . Ala., 
The , a .... al Propellant Plant at Indian 
Head, Md.. and field exerc ises at 
QU31l1ico, Va. , is a large piece of 
responsibility. 

The 10-mao EOD team a t l ong Sinh 
has responsibility for disarming or 
detonating dangerous explosive devices 
in 14 southern. coastal and inland 
provinces in the Republic of Vietnam. 
Individual unils often do their own 
work, but this 1st Logistica l Command 

team is the aUlhority on EOD in the 
southern coastal region. 

The "incidents'" which the learn res­
ponds to-l,475 in 1967-are unpredic­
table in character. For example, during 
a recent one-week period, the team com­
pleted the [ollowing missions: 

. Removed damaged and po!entially 
dangerous 50 caliber ammunition [rom 
three burned APC's at the II th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment's basecam p in Xuan 
Loc. 

• Cut the fuse, with J 5 seconds re­
maining, on a Russian-made shaped 
charge placed by saboteurs a mong 100 
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EOD 

ba ules of propane at 3. U.S. supply yard 
in Long Sinh. 

. Policed up potentially armed 
bombs and ammuni tio lJ from a dowoed 
F-5 jet fighter in Due Tu , near High­
way lA o 

o Stood by, in flack. vests, a t the 93rd 
Evac. H ospira.1 during an operation on 
a soldier brought in from the field with 
a live 40mm ro und lodged in the roof 
of his mou th . The 1\\' 0 learn members 
present detonated the ro und in a safe 
area after the ope ra tio n. 

• I nvesLig<Hed a reponed "suspicious 
look ing" suitcase in the Headquarters 
Compa ny area of LSARV and found it 
to contain ninc Christmas cards. 

]n January and Februa ry. the lcam 
was given the job o f disarming or 
detonating the massive number of 
friendl y and enemy explosive devices 
that were the res idue of the Tel Truce 
Violations. The team also had the grim 
task of checking the bodies o f enem.y 
dead foc booby traps at Ho T'ai and 
in Widow's Village following the altack 
on Long Binh's Plantation area . 

Tet also made dear the constant 
threat of physica l danger an EOD team 
works under . 

WherT' approximately 50 Viet Cong 
sabotcurs go t into the sprawling 3rd 
Ordnance Ammunition Supply DepOl , 
the help of the nine available EOD learn 
members was urgently lequesled . Mov­
ing into the depot with APC's for 
security, the nine men hurried ly cut the 
fuses, in semi-dark ness, on seven o f the 
shaped charges the VC had placed on 
scattered ammo pads. Some charges 
had.as little as seven minutes remaining 
before del<Jnation. 

The team then regro uped about 100 
meters from the berm of an ammunition 
pad filled with 8 inch and 155mm 
howitzer shells. It was this berm which 
saved the . lives of (he nine EOD men 
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whcn an explosion r ipped through the 
pad seconds la ter. The thunderous blast 
which threw people out of their bed~ 
miles away, ru ptured the eardrums of 
all nine EOD men, LOre o ff their shirt 
buttons, lifted them off Ihe ground and 
tossed them yards away. The nine 
cnlwled for cover from the shower of 
fragments that ensued, and escaped 
further iniuries . 

In February, 1968, the team members 
" 'c re awarded nine Purple Hearts, seven 
Bronze Star Meda ls with " V" device 
and two Army Commendation Medals 
wit h "V" device. 

Special ist 4 James Poo le, Ihe only 
team member of the original gro up that 
has yet lO leave Vietnam, can look at 
the incident lightly loday. 

" Eighl of us had o ur right eardrums 
broken and Jo hnson (Spec ialist 6 John 
W. Johnson) broke his left eardrum. 
For weeks afte rward, people wou ld 
come into the televis ion room and see 
e ight of us faci ng the TV set from o ne 
directio n and Johnson facing it the 
other way." 

"After awhi le a membrane grows 
back again and hearing returns pretty 
much to normal, though," Special is t 
Poole added. 

Although the explosives handled by 
the 3rd Ordnance EOD learn are a lways 
dangcrous, some of the team's work 
becomes routine. EOD js ca lled a 
number of t imes a day by units to pick 
up discarded. d(lmaged or unserviceable 
explosive items for disposal. 

Thc 93rd Evac. Hospital at Loog 
Binh rcquest s EOD men regu la rly to 
retrieve e.~ plosi\'e items from wounded 
soldicrs nown inlo the hospital. O ften 
the wounded will have damaged ammo 
or Claymore mines on their belts, or 
hand grenades with pins straightened , 
ready for throwing. 

A ro uline call to EOD is occasiona ll y 
more serious than reported, though . 
Responding to a request for pickup o f 
an ammo box o n Highway lA in Ho 
1\ai, the team arri ved to find a cuse of 
CS and fragmentation grenades being 
run over by trucks in the road . The CS 
grenades were leaking and the pins on 
the mashed strikers of the fragmen­
laLion grenades were llearly O UI when 
the lea m cleared the area prior to dis­
posing o f the case. 

In a ll cases of explosives disposal the 
policy of EOD is to use the "least 
h<lzardous" method. The team will 
either blow the shell or booby [rap in 
place o r put it in their holding area for 

The EOD teom r('ce;w's damaged rounds 
fro m fm its throughout tlte sOIl/hern 
coasral region . TheS(' mUnitions are 
kepI in a holding area umil there 
are enollgh /Iwrl' 10 warrant a "shot" 

A burning crOfer /ull 0/ fhousands 
0/ rounds 0/ damaged ammunit ion, up 
10 50 caliber ill size, sounds 
like a small war going all all by ilsel/ 

COlli rolled demolition later, depending 
on the circulllstances. 

All of the learn members have great 
respect for cont rived explosive devices . 
Although Vie t Cong gadgets fa ll into 
similar patterns, there are a lways vari~ 
ations. Acco rding to one {earn member, 
"A bomb is limited onl y by the imagi­
nat io n of the person makjng it. You 
can c reare a good-s ized explosion wi th 
a blasting cap and a coffee can of flour 
if you want 10." 

The risks involved in Ihe daily han­
dling of contrived bombs, mines and 
booby traps apparently doesn' t worry 
EOD men. The Army's "elite" corps o f ... 
Jess tha n 1,000 E.OD specia lists has one 
o f {he service's higher reenlistment rates . 

As Masrer Sergeanr Jack G . Sum­
rall, a ve leran with 21 'years of EOD 
experience, ph rases ii, " If you were a 
gambler, or just liked to gamble, you'd 
want to play for the biggest stakes yo u 
could. " 
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Hurricane Province 

Binh Long 
The Fortunes of a Province 

Hang on "King Rubber" 

by Lieutenant Robert Pfohrn.a,n 

photQ5 by SP5 Wayne Walker 

T hough the name "Binh Long" may translate from 
Vietnamese as the " Land of the Peaceful Drago n," 

to the 75,000 people of Binh Long province, it means 
rubber. When the rubber market thrives, so does the 
province, but the wa r and world cond itions have com­
bined to hurt the ma rket. 

Thirty yea rs ago French plantation ownerS enter­
tained their guests (0 sumptuous dinners amid lavish 
surroundings-somehow strangely out of place-sur­
rounded by a sea of rubber trees. Nowadays, many of 
the French planters have returned to France.and the 
few that have stayed on to manage the dwindling 
number of ru bber plantations are forced to take refuge 
at night from marauding VC bands. 

A hun,dTed years ago what is now Binh Long pro­
vince ".sed to be a thick rain forest growing wi ldly 
in the numu s rich, red laterite soil. The area was 
sparsely inhabited until the first French planters, ex­
perts in tropical agriculture. introduced rubber trees 
imported from Malaya and South America near the 
(urn of the century. Native workers were persuaded 
to leave the cities with the promise of steady employ­
ment and geoerous beoefits. They cleared away the 
jungle to make way for the trees, which were first 

From the air, Billh Wllg province looks like a thick, green 
carpet out 0/ which a giant /awnmower has taken greal swaths. 
This is Quaff Loi Division o/Terres Rouges Rubber Plantation. 

6 photo &y MAl Norberl KQzriar.ek 



Binh Long Province 
lapped in 1905. Some 30 yeaIs of pros­
perity followed as the French milked 
the land. World War II brought a quick 
haJt to (he wealth. Since then, Ihe large 
plantation owners have struggled. wilh 
only fair success, to protect their 
investments. 

Today, two large French-owned 
plant.llions manage nearly al\ the rubber 
in the province. Terre Rouge Pianullion 
and CEXO together cultivate more than 
50,000 acres of rubber trees. Approxi­
mately 2.500 acres of rubber arc owned 
and operated by 25 Viemamese pl.amers. 
but they do not process their rubber 
into the finished product like the more 
sophisticated French plantatio ns that 
have modern eqllipmem. lnstead, the 
Vietnamese planters transport their latex 
to Saigon to be sold. 
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The la rge French plantations have 
complete processing facilities for their 
rubber. Liy'uid la tex is pasteurized in 
centrifugal pumps and transported il) 
tank trucks to Saigon. They also make 
smoked ribbed sheets which are quality 
~raded to conform to jnternational 
standards, and crepe rubber sheets 
which are compressed into bales and 
shipped to Saigon for storage and 
eventual shipment to the United States 
and Europe. 

The rubber plantations make Binh 
Long an important provincc for South 
Vietnam·s economy, Rubber made up 
approximately 70 per cem of the ton­
nage of Vietnam's lmal exports in 1966, 
Billh Long province aeeollnted for 
nearlv half of all the rubber produced 
duriri'g that yea r. The following yea r 

its share of domestic rubber production 
increased to more than 60 per cent. 

The French plantation owncrs have 
lost money steadily in the last few years; 
in fact, justlhe cost of processing rubber 
a nd transporting it to the market has 
sometimes exceeded the market price. 
Several factors have cOlliributed to the 
unprofitabilily of growing rubber. Per­
haps the most important is the low 
world market price, A lso there have 
been some instances of accidental de­
fo lla tion o f rubber trees and there has 
been a high Vietnamese export I<l X, 
Th is was just reduced recently. The lack 
of adequate security in some areas has 
ca used several plantati ons to close. It 
has become increasingly more expensive 
to maintain the compli(;ated french 
machinery nIXded to process the raw 
rllbber illlo the finished product, since 
all or Ihis machinery has to be imported 
from F rance. III o rder 10 keep supplies 
moving along highway 13, the U,S, 
military has found it necessary to clea r 
away the rubber trees on each side of 
the road for 50 meters 10 minimize the 
likelihood or enemy ambush. Though 
the plamations are still in operation, 
production is a1 a minimum,just enough 
(0 keep the ractories from closing down 
completely. 

The Quan Loi division of the giant 
Terre Ro uge Plantation has a lovely 
country club, complete with swimming 
pool and ninc-hole golf course. At first 
sight il awakens in one the romance 
of the French pia Illations-and what 
a romantic life h mu::.t have been. But 
there is now a busy airfield where the 
golf course used to be and Vietnamese 
SpeciaJ Forces occaSionally wash their 
clothes in the O lympic-size swimming 
pool. An artillery battery is deployed 
00 what used to be the nrst lee of the 
golf course. It is sad, 

The planters have expressed tbejr dis­
pleasure at this invasion of their land 
but they have not objected strenuously 
because if the American militarv units 
were to leave, Ihe plantations m~ght be 
for(;ed to clo~e down. 

The 1st Brigade of the lSI Infantry 
Division (BIG RED ONE) has its base 
camp at Quan Loi . The brigade opened 
up Highway 13 more than 10 months 
ago and has managed to keep it open 
ever since. The once good road is in 
bad shape because of the constant 
pounding of truck convoys shuttling 
supplies (0 (he brigade from Long Binh. 

The French ~ Iso use Highway 13 
to transport their finished rubber 
products to the warehouses and docks 

The· splendor rhal once klas France slill 
lingers on in parIS of rite province (left) . 
/\:(!or/y 20 per a ftl of lite I·Wagers are 1101 
elhllic Viell1omese, hut are mostly tribes­
men of 'he ,\1ofllognord group (rigllf) 



King Rubber 

in Saigon. T hey ret urn to the pla nlalio ns 
wilh Iruds loaded '.\ ith rice fo r the 
workers. beca use Ihe planter!' give their 
e lllployt!es ri(."C, housing. hospim l care 
a nd schooli nt? bes ides <l small wi.l l!e. 
This r i~c is \·e ry Illlpo n anl bccau~c I-hc 
pl' lIl ll.lI ions d irec tly su pport mo rc than 
one-Ihi rll of the peo ple in Ihe nr<n·im:c. 
If the rlamalions dosed do\\ n Ihc rc 
woulll be a trcmcndous refugee prohlcm 
- and they woulll bc fon.:ell [0 I.:I(lse 
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do \\"n if the A merica n t roops lefl. Then 
there would be the sa me sItuat ion as 
there is in nci~hhorillg Phuoc Long 
province. w here all suppl ies arc Hown 
in a t a t rell1CndOll~ cost. 

Tan L oi is a sll1:JII hamlet ho using 
worke rs from the gill"! Quan Loi Di vi­
~i('ln of Terre Rouge plantation in An 
L(l(; dis.tric!. II is secure during the day; 
[(me. IrtJck COIl\'O\":i; snake their W<t ' " 

through the hamlet each day carrying 
suppi1cs and ammunition. There is a 
Rcv('IllIlionary Development (R D ) 
Cad re Team assig.ned to the hamlet as 
well as a Regional Fnrl..:e Compa ny. 
:"e\en hcless. {he enemy sneaks i nl0 
the hamlet a t dusk a few l1igh t:> each 
week. The vill agers a rc rid in!; the fence 
ai to their t rue loya ll y. 

The c.: rux of the pacifica tio n problem 
in Bioh Long pro\ incc is (iwi il is a 
da\ li2h l-sec.:u re opera tion o nk T he 
eneni'v cOOlrols the ni~h t. SOllie areas 
arc n~){ sccure even lIu-ring thc day. 

The th ree lI istr ic lS which make liP 
the pro" inl"e arc an excel len t study in 
how the securil ) si tua tion affects the 
pad fi c~'II io n progra m. Paciric;H io n efforts 
a re successful when Ihe enemy main 
for(;e II ll its a re ou t of Ihe pro" ince pre­
paring for a n a tt ack o n Sa igon. When 
they return. the countrys ide closes up 
o nce again and remote a reas are not 
even dayl ight Sl.~ urc. 

Loc I'inh lIistriu is Ihe northernmost 
distric t in the province \\ith .50 per cent 
of its border on Cambodia. The d ist rict 
capital has long been a pri me VC ta rge t 
be~all:\e of the po/ili(;a l va luc tl H-U would 
be gained in captu ring. a d is trict. Late 
las t yea r the enemy launched a m ulli ­
regimef1l al a llack ·agains l Loc Ninh and 
kept fig.htin g. IO llg afte r miliw. ry logic 
to ld him to q uit. 

C ho n T ha nh disl rieL in the south , in 
compa rison 10 Loc J'i nh , has a n ag­
gressive pacification program going. 
T his dist rict is known 10 be it rest a rea 

The /inis",,' rII'JIxr sheNs OJ? grf1l1ed 
10 con/arm to It"f'rntllilmal ~tll""nr{b 
aud compresseJ into boles /or Jhlpmr-nt 

fo r enemy troops, who do not wan t to 
spoi l it by looking for trouble. As a 
resull, o ffic ials are able to conduct a 
sUI.:l:essfu t program. Si nce no rubber is 
grown in thi s di strict, (he villagers have 
turned 10 the cha rcoal industry as a 
source o f livelihood . SUI this (00 has 
crea ted a pro blem. So ma ny kilns have 
flooded the ma rket tha t the bOllo m has 
fa ll en o ut of the c ha rcoa l indust ry. 

Lum ber a lso is an impo rtant industry 
in Cho n Thaoh dist ric t bu t the tree cut­
te rs are afra id (0 go into the forests­
where some of the fi nes t hardwood 
stands in Vic tnam are located-because 
they a re afra id o f the enemy. Plans are 
being fo rmula ted 10 band the tree cut­
ters inlo a coopera tive and then secure 
an a rea fo r CU ll ing. 

Approx imately 20 per cent o f the 
people who Ji ve in Sinh Long province 
a re nOI e lhnic Vietnamese. These are 
mosdy Sticng tri besmen, part o f the 
Monlagnard group. The enemy has 
frequently ha rassed these Slieng s ince 
thei r vi ll ages a re nea r main infiltratio n 
routes. 

T hough they may not have ru nning 
water fo r showers. the hu nd red-odd 
Ameri(;ans who make up the p rm 'incial 
adviso ry slafr a re dedicated to the task 
of winning the 10~rtJ l y of Ihe \ ilbgers 
living in the coun try-si de. )( is a tough 
job to guaran tee loya lty when the enemy 
is free to come into the villages a t nigh t 
10 te rro rize those \\h o have sided with 
the G VN during tbe day. 

To overcome this nalUral re luc tancc 
o n the pa ri o f the village rs, fo ur RD 
Cadre leams plus Ihree T roung So n 
teams are a t wOik th rougho ut the prov­
ince. The Troung So n teams a re 
specially trained groups o f Mo ntagnards 
which conduct pacification opera tions 
among their own people. fou r hamlets 
have a lready been eerlifkd as New Life 
Hamlets. Richard Parkinson, province 
senior advisor, is no ne,,"comcr to 
Vielllam, having served in Vung Tau 
and Phuoc T uy. He proudly points to 
the fac t thaI Sinh Long is the second 
prov ince in 11 I CTZ io number o f com­
pleted self-help projects. 

The New Life ne .... elopment program 
is a imed at increas ing the effecti veness 
o f governmen tal se rvices. a nd thereby 
winn ing the support o f the people. 
Advisors meet with village cou ncils and 
government offi(; ia ls 10 pla n va rious 
self-help p rograms. By imp rovi ng lhe 
welfare or the villagerS, the GVN's 
image is brought into a more favorable 
Jjght. 

The 2d Civ il Affai rs Company has 

Rubber is ,tot grown in the southern 
part of the provi"ce, forcing lhe vi/­
lagers /0 111m 10 olhe,. industries for 
their livelihood. This youllg man lises 
mud 10 COlIs/rUCI walls on an ill­
cense factory his f amily manages 

assigned a platoon in An Loc to 
coordinate civic action projec ts wnh 
nearby military units. Currently they 
are coord inating the immun izi.lt ion of 
a ll ca ll ie in the province. 

There is an Air Force M ilitary Pro­
vincia l Health Assista nce Program 
( MILPHA P) teamatwork in the pro­
vincia l hosp ita l in An Loc. It is o ne o f 
e ighl AF M ILPH AP lea rns currently 
working in province hospita ls thro ugh­
o ut Vietnam . W ith th ree physicia ns, a 
medica l service onicer a nd ,]2 mellica l 
corpsmen. it prov ides d irec t med ical 
suppo n to the Vie tn3mese health 
officials. T he 90-bed hosp ital , stocked 
with modern e(lu ipmcnt and supplies, 
handles a ll ki nds o f cases. 

There wcre nea rl y J,()(X) Mo ntagnard 

a nd Vielnamese refugees las t year. 
t-..fany were the result of pLanned move­
ments to more secu re areas, though 
some were caused by Ihe fighti ng. The 
tenuous security situation has prompted 
the regrouping of outlying hamlets to 
more secure areas. For example, three· 
four ths of the Chon Than h district 
popu lation now Jives within a five kilo ­
meter radius of the dist rict town. 
O fficia ls poi nl Out thai there is no really 
serious refugee problem a t th is l ime, as 
long as the plama tions stay ope n. 

Because the pla nta tio ns a re open, 
Ihere is a measure o f sll.lb il itv and 
prosperity in the province. But u ntiL the 
war is o .... e r a nd ., King Rubber" aga in 
ho lds court, li fe in lhe "La nd of the 
Peaceful Dragon" wi ll be i05CCure, 



How to Win A Gold Medal 
Vietnamese Youngsters Hope to Score With 

I r Vietnamese you ths can learn to shoot 
a bow and arrow as well as their 

Mo nlagna rJ neighbors. there could be 
a Vie tnamese arche ry (cam in the 1972 
Olympics, when archery beco mes an 
Olympic spo rt for the fi rs t time. 

Army Sergeant First C lass Richard 
E. Wright, an archery enthusiast now 
in Vietnam, is undertaking a projec t to 
develop an Olympic Junior Archery 
Program in lIT Co rps. 

Sergeam Wright has se t up a n a rchery 
workshop whid1 began training St:ssions 
in September. Approximately a dOLcn 
B oy ScOLI I leaders and OIher YOUlhs \yilt 
participate in the program. When tbe 
first session is finished, a mo re com­
plcte program will be pcepa red to train 
Other inte rested YOluh groups. D epend­
ing on its success in Bien Hoa province, 

Their New Bows and Arrows 

I,y II FFV IO 

plans are to expand it throughou t TIl 
Corps and eventually all of Vie tnam . 

Since a rchcry ;l. S a competitive sport 
is new to Viet nam, Sergea nt Wright 
fo und himself with a problem providing 
tra ining eq uipment because of the short 
supply. It W.:lS tn u~ h 100 expens ive to 
purcha5C U .S. made equipment. but 
tempora ry ass istClllce was provided by 
local specia l services o ffice rs in the 
Lo ng Rinh area. 

In the mean time, an inte resting side­
light of the archery program came up 
which involved the deve lopment of an 
ind ustrial means to localJy produce 
arche ry equipment for use in the pro­
gram. 

Ahho ugh this j[ldustria l ca pabi.li ty is 
st ill in the plan ning stage, Sergea[l ( 
\VriglH is tryi ng 1O gel samples made to 
show that equipment can be locally 

photos by SPS Joel W h itsel 

ma nufactured. "We ' re tryi ng 10 milke 
bow strings, targets a nd leather acces­
sories fr om resources avai lable in Viet ­
nam so the" will be v.ilhin the reach of 
the average Vietnamese. By developing 
an industrial meanS it wilJ enable the 
program to be completely Vietnamese. 
o nce the program gets underway," 
he sa id . 

The industrial aspec t is being coordi ­
nated through Miss E llen Swan, C .S. 
Agency fo r Interna!ional D,;:velopmellt 
CUSATO) crafts adviso r to the srnilJl 
industries development center. 10eiHed 
in Saigon. Miss S\\an is helping Ser­
gea nt Wright locate sources for develop­
ing lea ther archery acceSso ries such as 
arm gua rds and finger tabs . H the 
prototypes which are being worked o n 
are acceptable, they \~ i ll be incorpora ted 
into the program. 
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While searching for Vietnamese re­
sources from ", t,i<; h to manufacture 
archery equipment, Sergeam Wright 
found several ;ntcresling thing:i. Duck 
fea!h.ers are used for the fletchings (or 
feathers) on arrow shafts in Vietnam. 
"The feathers are used on arrows to 
create a drag which stabilizes the arrow 
in Aighl. \\ie use lurkey feathers back 
home but since they aren't readily 
a\-ailable we're using duck fcathers here. 
They're actually much beuer,"' he said. 

Ranall, a durable grass reed used in 
the manufacture of furniture, is beine: 
used for arrow sha ft s. The bow strine'S 
are being made from dacron, alreadv 
used in the textile industr\" in Vicrnanl. 

The bigges t problem e~countered so 
far has been in developing a suitable 
bow. Sergeant Wright explained that he 
wants 10 develo p a "self bow:' or « 
straight bow. " II 's juSt like an Indian 
bow \\oithout any curves. A couple of 
~ears from now we may go into the 
manufacture of fiberglass bows but in 
the meantime we're u:-ying to develop a 
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suitable wood [or the bow. Back home 
we use Osagc o range wood and hickory 
but here we have to experiment with 
different woods that ha\"l~ the same 
characteristics as these:' he said. 

A Vietnamese NCO from III Corps 
Headquarters made a bow out of bam­
boo. According 10 Sergeant Wright, 
it works JUSt fine. "f shQ( it and it has 
all the markings of a good bow. This 
gi\'es a good indication of [he interest 
the boys are taklllg in the ..)verall pro­
gram:' he no ted . 

Everything that is being developed is 
immediately written up to be included 
in a technical manual. For example, a 
Vietnamese craftsman buih a device 
which IhreJ.ds bowstrings. Designed by 
Sergeant Wright , the device makes an 
easy process OUI of an otherwise ex­
acting one. Also. a Hetchingjig has been 
constructed to PUt feathers on the arrow 
shafts to speed the construction process. 

The arcilcry handbook, when [he 
translation is completed. wiU outl ine 
the Junio r OlympiC Archery Program 

seT WrlKhl shows Ihe Viefllamese how 

including types of equipment, safe ty 
aspects and coaching methods. 

Sergeant Wdghl is coordinating the 
program with members of the Inter­
national Recreational A ssociation (IRA) 
in Saigon. The lRA is made up of 
individua ls who Iravelto different areas 
in Vietnam teaChing games and sports 
to youth advi60rs and teachers who 
attend thei r open-air workshops. He 
hopes to persuade Ihe J RA to include 
archery in its curriculum . 

Sergeant Wrighl has had experience 
in organizing programs like this in the 
past. Beforc he came to Vietnam he was 
assigned to Cul\er Military Aeademy in 
Indiana as an ROTC advisor. A friend 
suggested that he take up archery 
hunting. He did -and Ih()roughly en­
joyed it. "It's the only way to hunl," 
he explained. 

Sergeant Wright taught himself to 
shoot in three months by practicing 
every night in his back yard. He volun­
teered to be an adult supervisor of the 
sport al Culver. The school later was 
one of the firs t in the nalion to make 
archery a varsity sport. 

If present trends continue, Vietnam 
will have an opportunity to partieipate 
in competition in future Olympic games 
- as \\ell as Asian co mpetition- using 
locally produced equipmcnt. 



Artillery 
tion where they gin~ the men refresher training. This 
COnStant retraining and refresher process la sts for 15 
davs at a time. 

Does the incessant training pay ofT? Capt:lin Ea ton 
says, "ARV-:-:' artillery is outstanding. The men are 
e:'(tr..:mcly prufessional and very fa st and a<.:curate.·' 

"An ex.ample;' sa id Captain Edgar \Vrigh t. assistant 
battalion advjsor of the IS2e.!. "was a few weeks ago 
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when the basecamp of the 182d came under an enemy 
mortar allack. Before the third mortar round had 
landed our men were firing counte r-mortar fire ." 

This rapid response is indicative of all artille ry units 
within the division, states Captain Robert 1. Hill Ill , 
senior 5 advisor for the l81st ARVN Artillery Bat­
talion. "The ARVN"s fire immed iately upon suspected 
enemy tube positions. When the V.S. 2d Batta lion, 
35th ArtiJlery came under a mortar attack recently, 
OUf firing batteries had counter-morfar fire o n the way 
20 seconds after the first enemy shell landed," he said. 

"Immediately returning fire has a psychological 
effect on the enemy," continued the captain . "\Vhen .. 

shells start dropp ing close to him right afte r he has 
launched hi s attack, he's likely to think his position 
15 pinpointed and hustle out of there. Many times the 
ARVN will fire an illumination round immed ia tely to 
hght yp the suspected enemy posi tion ." 

Usmg the same type o f round s as US units, such 
as hi gh explosive, illumination, white phosphorous 
and beehive, the 18th Division fires hundreds of 
thousands o f projectiles a yea r. D uring 1967, the l82d 
launched more th ao 121 ,000 o f the four-inch d iameter 
rounds at the enemy, and the first three months of 
1968 saw more than 2lj()(X) rounds wingin g towards 
the enemy in mission supparl. A battalion averages 
approx imately 400 round s fired per day. 

Formidible fortifications are fhe byword for 'he OUTpOstS. 

ARV,v soldiers are ,here 10 stay and won', be pushed off 

. "The tw~-gun platoons are proving highly effective 
In SUppOrllDg oper~tionsJ" comments Captain Wright. 
!he guns ~re stationary and strategically placed to 
In s~re J!laxlmu~ e~ectiveoess a nd area coverage so 
their firing radIUS Will overlap with that or the other 
platoon emplacements. The 105mm guns can fire to 
ranges or nearJy 11,000 meters. 

Platoon IA of the 182d Battalion si ts atop a plateau 
200 feet above sea level and app roxima tely 150 feet 
above the s urrounding lowlands of Vo Oat. The big 
guns provIde protectIOn for tbe "f1ce bowl" of Long 
Khanh province. This valley region is. famous for its 
IR-8 "miracle rice." 

Whcn the 30-man platoon is not actually engaged 
~n a fir~ Int~slon, l~ ~eeps busy maintaining tbe guns, 
lI11provlllg Its pOSItIOns and attending classes on 
pl3toon drills, according to First lieutenaot Nguyen 
Hu y Phung, commanding officer. 

Life at ARYl'! platoon positions is much like that of 
a U.S: unil. The ARVN emphasize sports participation 
at their remote area Sites. Recently the advisory team 
mcmbers of the l82d purcha sed volleyball s and nets 
ror each platoon to help with the recreation program. 
rn more p~rmanent areas television and various types 
or entertainment are offered at enlisted men non-
commissioned officer and officer clubs. ' 

Morale is not considered a problem with the Viet­
names~ "cann0r:tcockers ." The reason,' according to 
Captam Eaton, IS the men don't go on long field trips, 
they have their ramti.les h"JIlg tD the outposts with them, 
a generous leave policy exists, and the units have a 
rota tio n program t~al moves a soldier after they have 
been at one place SIX msnth s. The . result is a efficient 
supporting fo rce of "cannoncockers," ready to do 
battle a t the drop of a mo rtar round . 

Feeling immense pride and admiration for his men 
Captain Wright declared, "The men know the ir job; 
and kno\." them \Vel~ ." As long as the enemy pokes his 
~ea~ up In South Vietnam , he 's sure to have a ringing 
'" hIS ears as the ARVN 's play their ra vorite game- -
"booming Charlie ." , 

ARVN soldiers alerted by au urgel1f fire nll:uiolL pul rounds 
0 111 Quickly. Speed has become a trademark'of Ihese fighters 
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NUl BA DEN 
The Mountain of the Block Vi rgin is a Powerfu l 

and Mysterious Symbol 
j 

A giant green cone, a massive piece o f tree-co'\'ered granite, soars up out of endless 
ricefields and jungle into the c1oud~. To millions of Vietnamese who live in its long 

shadows, it is a political symbo l, a source: of cloudy legends. an enigma. 
To pilots and strangers within its sj ~ ll1 . it is initially a navigational marker and 

then-a gna\ving mystery. The few pilots who glide over the peak when it s 
L1 0uds have lifted briefly still feel this 5.trange atmosphere, 

1JeIow. on tlle tip of the I.:one. is an isolated, treeless, two-acre camp spotted 
"'ILb hu£e h\lulder~ and r<l\;~' . Bun kers and small, 

~rmaJ1<nt building, nelfling within Ihe rocks br is tle \I i1h «nlennos. 
Am.rieall IOllkom<, s hUng on rocks dangling n\"e r the ,lope. 

, tJre ul' a t the , i itor briefly, tll.n r~Unle their \ \ .11 h of the treeline 
below. They watch for the enemy prowling on the mountain 

below them. The mountain is Nui Ba Den (Black Lady Mountain, 
o r Mountain of the Black Virgin,) a 3.ooo-foot pyramid 

of trees and solid granite 18 miles 
from Cambodia ill Tay !,\inh province. 

The camp on its summit is an American radio retrans· 
miuing station maintained 

by U.S. soldiers and signal men from 
15 different unils. 

Thi s combin.l1iun of 
VI uill r rominence and -\llIert­

<-.on "",:up~l ion "r lhe 1<11' 
mall. ul Sa Den 

&powerflll 



The Synlbol of the Black Virgin 

symbol. To millions it means that (he 
Viet Cong are no ~ capable of winning 
the war. 

Nui Ba Den's importance as a symbol 
has a long history. Before a U.S. Special 
Forces unit took the top in a helicopter 
assault in May, 1964, the Viet Cong had 
camped on the same ground. Before 
then, the mountain and its pinnacle had 
belonged to the Viet Minh. the Japa­
nese and the French. 

The mvsterious aura which permeates 
Nui Ba Den today is the produc~ of two 
factors-the mountain's legend and its 
physical appearance. 

Legend has it that prior to 1700, 
when N ui Ba Den was still in Cambo­
dian territory, a Cambodian chieftain 
lived on the mountain with his son and 
a 13-year-old daughter, l\ang Denh. 
A Chinese Buddhist monk, wandering 
through the rcgion, came to the chief­
tain and! asked for a place to live and 
to spread the teachings of Buddha. 
Nang Dcnh's father built the monk a 
temple called Chua On!! Tau (Chinesc 
Monk's Temple) whose~ ruins can still 
be seen on thc foot of the mountain's 
eastern slope. The pretty, young daugh­
ter in timc became a dcvout disciplc of 
Buddhism and. v ... ·hen her father pro­
posed her marriage to the son of a 
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neighboring chieftain, the girl went into 
hiding on the mountain. Soldiers dis­
patched to find the girl eventually found 
a section of her leg in a stone cavern 
on the mountain's slope. Having vowed 
herself to the Buddhist non-acceptance 
of married life, the girl had apparently 
killed herself rather than break the vow. 

Years later, a priest who practiced 
Buddhism on the mountain for 31 years 
claimed to have seen her walking on the 
mountainside. He buill her an altar, 
the Shrine of the Black Virgin, which 
still stands on the mountain's slo(:.~ 
today. 

The mountain's appearance has this 
same air of the supernatural about it. 
\Vhcn low-ceilinged clouds blanket the 
floor of Tay l\"fnh province and rain 
slashes across its ricc paddies, heli­
copters will bc landing in clear v.leathcr 
on top of ~ui Ba Den. When the entire 
horizon ringing the mountain is clear 
and cloudless, N ui Ba Dcn will have 
a big puff of cotton cloud on its top and 
the soldiers in thc peak's camp will bc 
huddling from the rain under ponchos 
and in buildings. 

Living on "The Rock," according to 
Captain Lec G. Scripture, the camp's 
former commanding offi~er, can only 
be described as "hard." All supplies for 

the soldiers on the mountain-food, 
water, mail, ammunition, building ma­
terials- have to be brought up to the 
camp by helicopter. 

Even all a clear dal', lhe clouds flnal 
lewl wilh the nwwuaill peak camp. The 
smoke /rom a lrash fire replaces the lia:e 
which usually coals Nui Ba Dell's summif 

Because of the crucial nature of their 
work and the threat of thc Viet Cong 
on the slopes below, the men on top of 
l\ui Ba Dcn put in long, arduous work­
ing hours. 

"The men work hard all dav-12 to 
14 hours. At night they pul l guard for 
ano ther 4 to 6 hours. It's hard work 
but it's vital and something you can 
takc pride in," Captain Scripture ex­
plained. 

Mail, camaraderie between the men, 
and what Captain Scripture refers to as 
"probably the best food in Vietnam" 
make up partially for the discomforts 
of the mountain. Occasionally, when 
the weather and security permit, the 

Circling ahove the cloud-capped moun­
taintop, resupply helicoplers watch for 
holes to appear in the mist. Within a few 
minifIes the top may again be lost to sight 

One of Nui Ba Den's riflemen from the 25th Infantry Division stands guard on the mountain's precipice. 

camp's little messhall moves outdoors 
for a barbecue. 

The units stationed at the camp are 
as varied in composition as the Anny. 
Since it's a retransmitting station, a 
good many of the camp's men are 
Signal Corpsmen, but riflemen, military 
police, Long Range Reconnaissance 
Patrols (LRRP), and Special Forces 
troops are there in strength to providc 
security. In addition, outside rifle units 
are rotated up to the camp, along with 
MP's, for shorter periods. 

The presence of Viet Cong on the 
slopes of the mountain is very clear to 
the men in the camp. The VC stage 
occasional probes of the perimeter at 
night, seemingly to gain military intel­
ligence. Twice, in May and August of 
1968, the VC attempted unsuccessfully 
to take control of the mountaintop 
camp. 

After many years of living on the 

mountain the Viet Cong have dug 
extensive honeycombs of caves and 
tunnels beneath l\"ui Ba Den's thick 
tangic of undergrowth. The effect of 
their presence, according to Captain 
Scripture, is primarily psychological, 
though. 

With the camp's present fortifications, 
manpower and allied artillery support 
from the valley floor below, the Viet 
Cong seem contcnt to let the situation 
remain static. Additionally, the Ameri­
can forces on Nui Sa Den continuc to 
expand the size of the camp down the 
slopes. The blasting of bangalore tor­
pedoes can be heard regularly during 
the day, clearing the brushline farther 
down the mountain. 

Night on top of Nui Ba Den carries 
with it a multitude of sense experiences. 
The air, cool during thc day, becomes 
cooler still as a wet mist descends on 
the peak. On a clear night, the lights of 

Saigon and Long Binh, 50 miles away, 
can be seen to the southeast. Tay Ninh 
City's lights flicker seemingly miles 
below, seven miles to" the southwest. 
B-52 strikes, common in this area of 
communist infiltration from Cambodia, 
flash like dotted trails in the darkness 
below. 

On foggy nights, when the camp is 
in the clouds, visibility is limited to a 
few feet. Through the night, allied 
harassment and interdiction artillery 
fire (H and 1) pounds sporadically into 
the mountainside below the camp. 
Intennittently, the clouds may clear and 
leave the night starry again. 

The significance of this strange moun­
tain is great. Its meaning as a legend, 
a marker, a geological' oddity, its 
religious undertones and, today, its 
political and military value, make ~ui 
Ba Den an Evcrest and a Matterhorn 
at 3,()(X) feet. 
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Dateline: Tonkin Gulf. •• • 

by SP5 Ronald Pej.a 

I t was August 5, 1965. Communist 
aggression in South Vietnam was 

reaching ne,\\.' heights. Not only was 
Charlie striking at more and more 
civilian are8s. but he also fired upon 
a Navy destroyer for the first lime. 
The U.S.S. Maddox (00731) was 
steaming on a routine patrol in the 
Tonkin Gulr when its' green radar 
sereen picked up rapidly closing white 
blips. warning the alerted crewmen of 
an imminent torpedo attack. Quick 
reaclion by the U.S.S. Ticonderoga, a 
naval aircraft carrier in the area, en­
abled its rapid-strike interceptors 10 
sink two of the three attackin~ PT 
boats and leave the third one enRulfed 
in red and yellow flames. The Maddox 
escaped serious injury, but this initial 
enemy assault brought a marked in-
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Crease in naval gunfire up and down 
the rippled Vietnamese coastline. Hence­
fonh. firepower and mobility of naval 
vessels \\lould have 10 be reckoned with 
by 'orth Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
from the Tonkin Gulf to the South 
China Sea. 

One of the most effective destroyers 
(0 fire against heavily concealed enemy 
shore batleries, bunkers and isolated 
base camps in the south has been the 
U.S.S. Nieholas (00-449). A eornbal­
proven veteran of \Vorld War Jl and 
the oldest naval destroyer on active 
duty. the Nicholas is armed with two 
5-inch gUlls and a highly sophis ti­
eated anti-submarine detection and de­
StruCt ion system. 

The sleek destroyer normally fires its 
coasta l bombardment with coordination 
and aerial adjustment provided by a 
Marine liaison team from the III Corps 
Tactical Zone. The Marine-Navy team­
work makes the nava l opcration go. 

"Without their aerial spotter ""e would 
lose 90 per cem of our effectiveness," 
according to Ensign \Vill iam Brooks, 
duty officer in the ship's combat infor­
malion center. 

When the spolter arrives on station 
over predetermined or suspected tar­
gets, he radios the ship a nd relays fiIing 
data. Crewmembers in the tightly 
cramped, red-lit combat information 
eenter hastily plot the grid . data and 
relay it to the ship's e1ectronie com­
puter. Once final computations are 
made, the firing data is radioed to the 
guns. When the gun is locked on the 
target, it remains there until the mis­
sion is fired. Jr the ship rolls in rough 
or choppy water, the barrel moves up 
and down electronically. compensa ting 
for the mo .... ement and keeping the gun 
on target. 

ln its last three-day operation off the 
coast of PhuQC Tuy and Sinh Tuy 
provinces, the destroyer obliterated 

Floating Firepower Knocks Charlie, 
I. 

• 

more [han 50 meters of wooden fo rtified 
trenchline , eight heavily camouflaged 
hoolehes and three concrete reinforced 
bunkers. "These guns are some of the 
best 1 ha \'c ever spottcd for. They 
really pin the tail o n the donkey:' 
according to Marine Sergeant Michael 
S. Tressler. spotter for the ship. 

The pin-point firing of thcse guns 
saved Sergeant Tressler's craft from 
seriolls damage. "While fiying over a 
heavily foliagcd area, we hegan rcceiv­
ing hcavy automatic wcapons fire. 
ImmedilLlely we ealled in a rCH.djustment 
of our fire and within scl:onds the ship 
dropped six high explosive air bursts 
over the exact area. Trees, hushcs and 
dirt cou ld be seen nying cverywhere. 
Need less lO say. the guns were silenced," 
aCl:ording to Sergeant Tressler. 

The guns are fired by a fivc-man 
crew which works within a gray steel 
protected firing turret. The hooming 
guns vibrate the cntire section of the 

Courtesy of the 

ship upon which they're located, Crew­
members ''''ear ear plugs to protect 
themselves from the deafening blasts 
but their eycs are shielded from the 
blazing muuie Rashes by the steel 
turret. HOl casings are thrown Ollt a 
rear turret hatch to keep the rapid­
tiring guns going. The gu ns can fire 
more than 20 rounds a minute. 

The rear gun, located over the en­
listed men 's sleeping area, allows few 
people to slecp during fire missions. 
Besides eausing sporad ic vibrations, 
which cause the gray ceiling paint to 
ehip and fall upon the bunks and floors, 
the noise and vibration also rocks the 
bunks. The bunks are stacked three 
high, and each hunk ahvays seems to 
ha ve its share of gray chips upo n the 
completion of a fire missio n. When the 
fronl gun tires. howe .... er. the blasts can 
hardly be hcard o r felt in the aft 
quarters. 

When it is not firing. the Nicholas 

u.s . Navy 

performs a variety of other tasks. 
Escorting aircraft ~arriers and providing 
l:over for search and rescue helicopters 
are two ot her important functions. 

Firing missions is by far the most 
popular job, ho",ever. " We're fighting 
a different wa r than the Arm\' or 
tvtarines. We never see Charlie or know 
what it's like out there unless we're wid 
by someone else. The men want 1O feel 
they're doing something worthwhile? 
contributing something to our effort. 
When \ .... e fire missions wc feel we a re . 
Nothing givcs us more pleasure and 
sa tis faction than to \ .. ateh a seeondarv 
explosion inland somewhere caused by 
our guns." according 1O Petty Officer 
3d Class G. P. Verdi, a loader on the 
5-inch guns . When the men see a second­
ary cxplosion, thcy shout and throw 
thcir white caps into the a~r. Many of 
the men--cooks, laundrv men, radttr 
operators - after compleling a no rmal 
work day often voluntee r to help hump 
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Naval Guns 
ammo during evening fire missions. 

The transfer of supplies, referred to as 
U'l REPS (Underwa" Replenishment). 
takes place every set:ond Or third day. 
Difrerenl supply sh ips rendez.vous with 
the destroyer- o ne ship supplies am­
munilion whi le another slow-mo\';Il!! 
supply vessel furnishes foods,un"s and 
fuel. Being the faster of the two ships. 
the Nicholas always catches the stlpply 
ship and they cOllt inue to steam along­
side each other at about 12 knots (15 
miles per hOLLr) wh i le the resuppl) 
lakes place. The mated ships normally 
remain abou: 35 feel apart while 
materials slide across rapidly exch,lIlged 
tow lines. An\' insecurel,," fo slened low 
line, or ca feles:; I ightroping of materials. 
would result in the supplies falling mo re 
t.han 30 fect into swirling green, white­
capped waters. A complete resupply 
lasts bct\ .... een one and two hours , AJI 
c rewmembcrs not required to be in their 
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sect ions don their bright red life jackets 
and pitch in until the resuppl y is com­
pleted . U REPS are the only way for 
the ships to receive su pplies without 
docking. 

Upon completing the resupply, the 
NicholJS shows thal e\'cn though she is 
the o ldest destroyer all active duty in 
the Navy, shc also is the fas test. She 
drops her "Roadrunner" flag from Ihe 
tn<lSt, beep beeps her deep fog horn, 
a nd pulls rapidly away at about 35 \ulol s 
(40 miles per hour) . The Nicholas was 
awarded the Roadru nner flag in Pearl 
H a rbor after being selected the fas test 
dcslI'oye r in the Pac itie Fleet. 

L iving: conditions on the Nicholas a re 
markedly different from Ihose on bnd: 
bunks are alwavs covered bv clean 
white shectS, dust. dirt and s;lnd are 
rarely found in an) quarters. three hal 
meals are served each day. T hc food is 
generally exceJ1ent and varies from 

blueberry pancakes at brcakfa:,1 10 
eooked-to-o rder steaks for an evening 
mca l. Well -trained cooks arc able to 
"perso ll;ll i7.e" their cooking because of 
the relatively few men they must cook 
for . Meals are planned for about 125 
men. 

Evenings are spen t watching movies 
and playing cards. The ship rece ives 
recent movies such as "The Graduale" 
as well as old-timers such as "Ringo 
and H is Golden Gun" from supply 
channels. Poke r and pinochle are the 
most popular eard grimes while, oddly 
enough, a poker variation ca lled "Spjt 
in the Ocean " is gaining in popularity. 

While li vi ng conditions are generaHy 
beller lhan those on land, the men have 
special problems. Once (hey're out to 
sea. they oormally are gone for at leas t 
a year, sometimes ne ve r to uching Jand 
once in that period of time. Boredom is 
a constant enemy and mail is received 
irregularly. If you get restless, there is 
nowhcre to go except to another area 
of the ship. 

The U.S.S. Nicholas ended its 
Vieln tlm lour recently and has been 
replaced by other destroyers. Their con­
tinued coas\<ll poundings will continue 
to remind Cha rlie of one of his mistakes. 
He made it o n August 5, 1965. 

011 the woy-' A high-explosire round 
from Ibis jivi-illch gUll is fast 011 the 
way 10 all ellimy basl' comp iff Billh 
Tuy p,.ovillce (I£ll) This anchor, 
onl' of 111'0 used on lite Nicholos, 
weighs more Ihall a Ion (above) 

-
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Nighttime 
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Terror 
From the Sky 

FireAy Flights Deny 

Waterways to the Enemy 

st()~· and phoUJ s 

b~' SPS !"fike Ma.r cellino 

"D' DAU? Df D At' ?" (Where arc 
} 'Oll going) Ho Si screamed, panic 

slricken, 10 his brown mud-caked 
comrade. 

" Ta l so DE.~· MA Y BA Y. Tal 
C HA Y TRO N!"' (I'm afroitl of Ihe Iwli­
caplt'r's light, J"m gellillg away Irom il : ) 
replied ,V/l IIY(" 1 Vall as Itt' /folJndered 011 
holUl.\· and knees a/allg fill' muddy bank 
of Ihe OrielllOl Rirl"' . 

Ho Sf, Sgllyel1 Van and eleven OIlters 
o/ I/If! Viet COIIg silicide squad mOI1!e~lIs 
ago )I"t' /"t' pach'd ill a sampo", d~ill",g 
slowly down file rh'er ,award llle,,' h,deoltl 
within sight 0/ Saigoll 's city lights. They 
I/lld made i l cletw IIIl1i/ Iht'y came 10 a 
bend in Ihe Th'u where ,lit' Firejty's light 

Firefly'S primary firepower comes /rom 
,his gunship, which flies at treelop level 
just outside the circle 0/ liglrt. When 
Charlie is spot led, the ship opens lip 

The S('\'('I( SpOts 01( (Ire IIi/In ship ilIumil/ate iI/ega/ mO l"e l1/(' IU , 

spread ;l1Ip,.;3·on('d Ihem . The ell(' I1I .. ·• 

lIearly r ('(lc/u"lIJ! I IIeir oh/l'Cfirl' aJie,. a 
1l!"()'IH>ek In,k J}'om Ihdr base camp on 
Iht' Cambodian horde,. . 1I '(,re .~,()pp('d cold 
alld p;/1poinl(!d a/l1id III(' dark 3'am('ne's;)" 
0/ flooded 1J(l(h~l"I(lII(I.\ U';11t III(' 1V0rd. 

'" M ark !" said \\' I Gcorge D . Boyd. 
The pilot o f the "deck ship" broke 
silence as he spoke w his teamma tes 
over {he inlen:om. '"Steady, hold it 
rig.ht there." The Viet ('ong "'ere no 
longer alone. Thei r secret night move of 
men and supplies wa~ parn liz.:d by three 
" lire spining dragons." The Drag()n~, 
a heavy fi re team of Ihe 334(h Armed 
Hdicopter Company. were three Huey 
heli .... oplers armed 10 the teeth . ' "I' ve 
gO( a sampan here and ( Wo Charlic..<;"· 
B()yd annoull.:ed, "and I'm going 10 
make a pass fo~ positive identifi .... :llion:· 
Wi th these words the olher tWO ai rerafl 
commanders po ised their ships for the 
kill , The l ight and (1n twl ships hovered 
and circled while the 10'''' ship's pass 
scr<Jped the treetops. 

This sea rch and dest ro\ drama from 
the air has o .... eurred hunjrecls. of !lieill s 
du ring the th ree year::; th<l t the ))4 Ih 
Army avia tors, the "lir~H with gun~ in 
V ie tn am," h<lv~ r UIl these multi-Arc 
power ass.aults hy the l ight of Fire fl y. 

The Firef1~· , a cl uster or seven glaring 
eyes, marked the sampall 's coursC' . The 
cluster, made of the same li eht that 
guides tile landings of the C-\30 
"Flying 80xcar.'" \\as mounted in Ihe 
l ight sh ip, (a "Charlie" model Hue:). 
wh ile in the contro l ship abo\e nn <lcrial 
<)bserver studied his maps by red fi lt ered 
l1ashlighl. This Americnn advisor 10 

local elements of the 15th Vietnamese 
In i'alllrv D i\ 'isioll clea red the target and 
the fire team tore up the \\a!er-going 
"Cong" wilh r<)<:kClS. mini-gun, M-60 
and 50 caliber m"chine~un fi re . The 
Firefly miss ion opera tes '~i th these th ree 
tiers- the command and control ship 
at approximately 1.000 feet ahitude. 
[he light shi p at about 500 feet and 
(he gunship "on the deck ." 

:"lighlly this fig.hting leam cranks up 
from irs pad ill Biell Hoa Air Ba!\c, 
r.:t Jio:i I he \()wer and lirts off enroute 10 
scar~ h the eneJ11"'s \\alcr hidcoul s. A 
Firdh team mission mi2ht lake them 
ti rst down "auIOIllJlit: aliey" (s-o -cililed 
3S a past source of intense encmy an t i­
ain.::r3ft fi rc) then along the Cam­
bodian border " 'est of Duc Iloa . , , and 
to Saigon's sou th\\cstern "skins"" . 
and Anally whi rl ing, Ihree·in·line, home­
bound at dawn. For the 334[.h's pilo[s 
~l!1d crews it is a "hard day's night :" 

Some " hard day's nights" of Fireflying 
fi ll \ 'o id skies with rainbow colors .. 
patterns of helicopter warning lights, 
shafts of a se\'en-cluster spot ligh t and 
tracings of rockel , machinegun and 
min igun Arc. Or for weeks Firefly can ... 
be si lent . searching.-excepI1for the wind 
gush and "chung-a-chump" of chopper 
blades. , 

T hese Founh of July colors ligh t the 
sky be<'ausc the 3J4th (then designaled 
the 197th) pioneered ar;d developed the 
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Flickering • the Night In 

The "high" ship, f!yirtg abo\'c ,he other ''''0, prO~'ides effective suppressive fire 

emergency siandby and F irefl)! night 
missions in (he spring of 1965. Since 
then the 3341h has trained other a\'iators 
in the tacti cs and procedures of this 
search and destro\' ni2ht miss ion to 
inhil:.:t Viet CongO waler traffic. The 
demand for the light fire lcam plus 
" lightning bug" has increased to the 
paim that the 3341h now puts three 
teams up above the II I eNpS Tactical 
Zone. 

The Ihree Firefly learns primarily 

Day aClivity al Bien Hoa Air Base, 
home 0/ 'he 3341h, ;s reflected in 
fhe searchlights. The spots Ii'ere 
designed 10 be C-130 Icurding liglus 

phOLQ by SP5 Jerry Clevel and 

support the 25th and 5th Vietnamese 
Infantry Oivisions. But e3(:h night the 
Raiders. Dragons and Playboys are 
ready W "pcel off" their intelligence 
targets and answer ca lls from allied 
ground forces in con WeI with the enemy. 
The pilot s and crews don't mind the 
exua workload because they take pride 
in putting the cold shoulder on Viet 
Cong and NVA night movements. 

In August the intelligence advisor to 
the 5th ARV,," Division cited the effect 
of the 334th 's f"irenv miss ions in the 
Division's area of o~ration . "Working 
nonh and nonhwest of rhu Cuong 
(Binh Duong pro .... ince Capital) the Fire­
Ry has denied the ve and N VA use of 
their main waterway infiltr.uion routes. 
the Thi Tinh , Song Be and Saigon 

Rivers. Blocking the night tra ffic 0 0 
these rivers has forced the enemy to use 
land routes which ties up more people 
and slows down movement," he sa id. 

The Firefly pack maneuvers in tune 
so precisely they are like a helicopter 
merry-go-round mounted with fire Spil­
ling dragons. They go round and round 
while lashed to ,an imaginary center 
pole made of men's sound judgement, 
experience and on-the-spot communi­
cation. The 334th pi lots ca ll the light 
operator the k.ey man in Firefly. Fol­
lowing the erratic'winding of ri vers and 
canals is up to the lightm~Il's strong 
arms and sharp eyes. He fight s the 
rushing air stream that wraps around 
the helicopter and buffets the hand­
operated Jight. One aviator who has 

29 



Firefly 
been on the light for 14 months, SPS 
William H yler . desc ribed the effect 
" bug light" has on the enemy. "\\'hen 
Charlie has been caught and looks up 
into the light it's like looking into lhe 
sun fo r them. It's automatic ... if the 
VC get caught in the ligh t while in the 
open they know it's the end for them." 
Hyler recalled that "once we caught 
about 30 VC unloading sampans. People 
started gOing in a.II directions except 
o ne guy who just looked up at us ... 
the light is a strange thing sometimes," 

Also in a hot sea t is the aircraft 
commander on the " bug." He guides 
his ship. mainta ins allilUde end s pots 
targets. The light and low ship pilots, 
beside flying with tightrope prec is ion . 
also con tend with a back lash effect from 
staring at the Firefty's buill-in sunshine. 
Both aircraft commanders a re vulner­
able to the spell that can consume their 
psyches-vertigo. W I Gary L Lucas, a 
light ship Hyer. gave a vivid uescription 
of the phenome non. " Firefly vertigo 
is like d.ri ving through a dense fog, eyes 
o n the road. :lJ]d you see two white 
lines . , ' your speedometer reads 80 a nd 
you~re looking fo r ants." 

WI J a mes J, Kaye, another light flier. 
has his own ideas about the effect o f 
the light sickness. " Looki.ng at the center 
of the moving light can cause ta rget 
fixation a nd when it happens yo u 'ore 
in a vacuum!" P ilots thal have been 
through this " non-ba lance period" in 
night Hying by spot light remember the 
strange t imes when they looked al their 
instruments and refused to believe their 
eyes. Bu( .the danger will no t ignite if 
the pilot'Sticks with his instruments. If 
he does run into trouble he "grabs" the 
safety valve~the co- pilot. 

The Fi refly lights and Slings sampans 
like it has the Queen Bee's lifetime 
stin ger . But o ne night in mid-May a 
sampan nea rly bit Ihe hand that feeds 

In this ulWsual lime shot, the beams of 
light st;eam from the red line 0/ the heli­
copter's !fighl and are gathered on the 
ground in a pool so the gunners can see 
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the fi re . W I Tho mas D. Rains led the 
11:.lrTI Ilonh -bound along a river between 
Dul,; Il oa and Go Da Hau, about as 
do:\~ to Cambod ia as they are allowed 
to gel. A ten-mo nth Fire fly vete ran. 
Ra ins recalled tak ing moderate aulO­
matic weapons and sma ll arms fi re. 
" We bro ugh t the cOnlrol shi p down and 
hit the enemy w ith 50 cal iber fire, 
Suddenly the tracers ignited something 
... there was a tremendo us blaze and 
gushing- a rocket shO! up at us. II 
missed the control ship by about 
50 melers." 

Wh ile untler fire, the low ship had 
spotted a three-by- th ree- foot sec li o n of 
a 40-foot I.:abin cru iser tha t was all but 
burieu in lhe brush. The c ruiser, tended 
by a s;±mpan, was tied up in the middle 

. of nowhere. (The Soulh Vie tna mese 
government regulates night cana l and 
ri ver traflie and designates proper 
docking areas for a ll civilian water­
c rafL) BcG1USC of [he c..:ra ft' :<t. odd loca­
tion and the incoming fire o n the he li­
copters the two craft were fair game. 
Bm . according to Ra ins who has logged 
mOre than 800 ho urs of n igh t fly ing, 
the siluat io n was nOI so s imple . 

" We were hC!;ita m about firing again 
after three rockels had come at us (the 
low ship c..:ommander es tima ted the sam­
pan v.as cra mmed with 10-15 rockets. ) 
But there were no friendly troops in the 
area and with a fuel sho nat!e we 
~ouldn · t s tay o n s ta tio n a nd wait for 
fri~ndlies to secure the cache." As a 
result. the Huey leam lei loose and de­
stroyed the target while laking no sign i­
fi C<-Ifll hit s it sdf. T he boat exploded , 
sending: the sampa n and debri s falling 
p iecICmea l into Ihe midd le of the s trea m. 

These. night missions demand more of 
Ihe men and their ships tha n day ligh t 
assaults . For the crewmen and pilots 
thiS means long ho urs of mainte nance 
··wllh the Hueys o n their backs. " Pilo t 
tr;lini ng with the 3341h F ireth teams is 
a dillicult , ted ious three-mo nth process 
in v. hich the fliers rOtate on lhe low, 
light and contro l ships. 

By a trial and error ~uest ion barrage 
frolll iI scaslmed tire tca m leauer a new 
pilO! learns the la nd he will search. 
little by litt le. landmarks, city lights 
and ...... aterways stic k in hi s mind. He 
learns to " hug the heel"in the low ship 
whi le keepi ng v):'\ible contac t with the 
light spread and in the ligh t ship he 
finds .the knack for a threr.-in-one job 
of ··turning, spotting and fl ying." "Be­
fore you r training period is over you 
fly each ship," expla ined W I Cyril T. 
Boys. "because you must understand 
(he problems of Ibe Olher two ai rcraft 
commande rs to pilol a r=irefly ship ." 

After th ree n10nths and 300 hours o f 
"hard da)'s nights" a pilo t in the 334th 
ea rns his air~ra ft comm~nder's orders. 
H is "nigh t wings" are the wi ngs o f Ihe 
quick , \oe rsatile and unpn!dicta blc deter­
rent 10 enemy nighl mo.vemenl- F irefly. 
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Charlie's Pen Pals 

Psyops Squadron 

Gets the Word to the Enemy 

by Lieutenant Robert. Pjohm(w 

ph~tos by SPS Wayne Walker 

"Every litter bit helps," according to the men of the 
Air Force's 5th Special Operations Squadron as 

they coat Yietnam with a light snowfa ll of psycholog­
ica l leaflets. 

Primary mission for the elite group, forme rly called 
the Air Commandos, is to make sure the enemy gets 
the word that the Armis 6th Psyops Battalion at Bien 
Hoa prepares. Using several types of aircraft, the unit 
hacks at enemy morale with leaflets and loudspeakers, 
telling about the Government of South Yietnam 's 
Chieu Hoi Program. (That program, begun in 1963, 
offers full citizenship to enemy soldiers if they defect. 
This amnesty program, based on similar ones in the 
Pbilippines and Malaysia, has been a success.) 
. The 5th Air Commando Squadron (ACS), established 
in la te 1965 as the first unit in Air Force history whose 
mission is devoted entirely to psychological warfare, 
flies several types of missions to deliver the messages. 
The 6th Psyops Battalion, however, is responsible for 
establishing targets, and preparing the leaflets and 
tapes. Planning the load also is important : different 
themes go to differem targets . For example, different 
"pitches" are clearly necessary for a badLy mauled 
enemy unit and a fresh one. Under some conditions, 
funeral music played over the loudspea~rs is more 
effective than any text. 

But when the preliminary work is done, the 5th goes 
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Psychological Operations 

Pi/oling ,he ."Gabby" mission is Major 
Gerald F. Pifsrick . The C-47 drops 
more than foltr million leaftefs onto 
enemy. picnic areas each trip, keeping 
Charllt on a neller·ending police call 

lO work· under difficult and of leo dan­
gerous conditions 10 leU (he enemy 
where he has made his mistake. 

And they have been successful. Ac· 
cording to LieUlen3m Colonel Kenneth 
D . Hi ll, unit commander, "we get these 
peol?le in the mood to give up. We're 
constantly talking to them with tapes 
or leaflets. It's been pretty successful so 
far," he said . 

One type of mission the 5th flies is 
called. appropriately enough, "Gabby," 
The old and reliable C47 "Gooney 
Bird," veteran of 30 productive years 
for the Air Force, is used on the mission. 
Four million leaflets are dropped on 
each flight and, living up to the mis­
sion's name. tape recordings appealing 
to the cnemy's better judgement are 
played (J\.-er powerful loudspeakers. 

The-tuget areas for Gabby are chosen 
from requests from ARVN and allied 
field commanders. Though they are 
pre-planned, they constantly shift be­
cause the units move. ,The 5th flies two 
missions a day in n£ and IV Corps 
Tactical Zones with Gabbv each mis­
sion covering eight to 12 ta'rgets. 

A quick reaction capacity, pJanned 
to take advantage of minute-la-minute 

The load layout is important to the 
o~eral/ success 0/ the mission, since a 
different message goes 10 each. largel 
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changes in the tactical situation. is used 
?n mis~ions when immediacy of appeal 
IS conSidered to be of maximum impor­
tance. When a high-ranking enemy 
officer Chieu Hoi's, he is asked to make 
a Statement of a ppeal to his comrades. 
If he agrees, a message is taped or 
printed On a leaflet and a "Fas((alk" 
flight is set up . The flight can be over 
any target area in Region III in minutes 
with 50,000 leaflets in add ition to 
taped broadcasts. 

The U-IO airplane used on these 
missions is a specia lly designed high 
performance aircraft with a slow flight 
capabiJity. Known as a short take off 
or landing (STOL) aircrafl it can take 
off in 225 feet of runway. It is fully 
maneuverable and controllable at 38 
miles per hour. With a skilled pilot at 
Ih.e cont rol s, il can perform steep turns 
wnhoutlosing alLiLUde. The aircraft cao 
remain aloft nea rly four hours with a 
c rew of two and more tha n 50 QOC) 
leaRets aboard. ' 

According to Colonel Hm, "t he leaflets 
look like a cloud layer as they stream 
back from the plane. Once an an.illery 
unit called to leU us (hat they had a 
bunch of leaflets littering their area" 
he said. ' 

The Fasltalk airplane is always ready 
to go, and can s~:ramble on 15 minutes 
notice. "We get a priority clearance 
since we're on an urgent psywar mis­
sion," he noted. 

"Speak" is the name given to ano ther 
U-IO mission. It differs from "Fasualk" 
only in thaI the Speak missions are 
planned up to a week in advance. 

"Moonshine" missions are C-47's 
which provide night illumination pri­
marily for troops in contact, perimeter 
defense and suspected enemy activities 
such as convoys or sampans on canals 
at night. 

Colonel HiU pointed out that only 
the mOSt select crews fly Moonshine 
missions, "These are the old, cool 
heads that have flown in World War 
II and Korea. These aircraft com­
manders have the highest experience 
level. They have to be sharp because 
this rype of mission is very difficult, " 
he noted. 

The aircraft are on alen from dusk to 
dawn, ready to go on a moment's notice. 
The III Corps Di_reet Air Support Center 

coordinates the target area and time 
over larget as well as the contact with 
I he ground commander. 

The aircraft carry more thaD 100 
flares, fused to ignite at different alti­
tudes . The level depends o n atmospheric 
cooditions and the amount of light 
needed o n the ground . The pilot has 
to compensate for winds aloft · in order 
to drop the flare on the target . Accord· 
ing to Colonel Hill, they can keep a 
sizable area well lit for more than four 
hours. "However, if there is gOing to 
be a fighter strike and the pilots want 
more light, then we'll really light the 
area by dropping two to three flares at 
a time. With two million cand lepower 
each, one flare could light up a night 
game at (he Ho uston Astro Dome like 
it was daylight. " M.oonshine pilots 
usually fly two loads of flares a night. 

Though the average altitude of a 
Moonshine mission is 5,000 feet, some­
times conditions force them to fly as 
low as 3,500 feet. According to Colonel 
Hill this is dangerous. "One 50 caliber 
round of ground fire could penetrate 
the aircraft. It cou ld rupture fuel lines, 
hydraulic lines or set off a flare," he 
sa id . 

The 5th ACS has a distinguished 
lineage, going back to the days when 
special warfare was still ooly theory. 
Originally started (0 explore the pos­
sibilities of applying spe'cial air opera-

The 5lh Special Operations Squadron keeps in close louch with Charlie 
wifh ,his low-speed plane, talking to him and constantly sending him messages. 

tions 10 special warfare ground oper­
ations, testS proved so successful that 
the 1st Air Commando Wing was 
established at Hurlburt Air Force Base 
in Florida. A Special Air Warfare 
Center was established near Eglin AFB, 
the Air Force's answer to the John F. 
Kcnncdy SpeCial Warfare Center at 
Fort Bragg, N.C. 

These early Commandos developed 
new ways of applying air power in sup­
port of special warfare operations. Dur­
ing these early days techniques of in­
filtration and ex.filtrat ion by aircraft of 
men and supplies were perfected. 

Using conyentional C47 and U-IO 
aircraft with highJy skilled crews, these 
early Air Commandos prac tically wrote 
the book on special air warfare. 

They trained under the most rugged 
conditions. USing STOL aircrafl, they 
practiced takeoffs and landing on short 
runways without normal landing aids. 
A II operations were carried out under 
maximum performance conditions. 
Landi.ngs were made in places that 
would make conventional pilots shud­
der . In 1961, the Air Commandos 
numbered approximately l,(X)() highly 
dedicated, skilled people . 

Colonel Hill has helped train specia l 
ai r warfare crews in the United Stales, 
Panama, Spain, Greece, Turkey and 
West Germany. He fondly recalls train­
ing crews in Panama. " We had (0 build 

a runway in a very remote area. Since 
there was no place to land we dropped 
construction equipment from the air~ 
crafr to villagers waiting OD the ground. 
We used an airborne loudspeaker to 
give them instructions on how to build 
the airstrip. This was one of the first 
limes this idea was used with such 
success," he said. 

During this time they developed the 
basic principles of aerial psychological 
warfare. They used loudspeakers and 
leaflets to tell the villagers how to build 
runways and to announce Medical 
Civic Action Programs (MEDCAPS) 
scheduled for the village. 

The unit's name was changed from 
Air Commandos to the 5th Special 
Operations Squadron recently. The 
sq uadron is now nearty ten times its 
original size, and its roles have been 
diversified. 

During the squadron's first 16 months 
of operation in Vietnam, two billion 
leaflets were dropped and more than 
7,700 hours of loudspeaker messages 
were delivered, encouragi.ng the enemy 
to Chieu Hoi. 

Their success is often measured in the 
number of ralliers-aod there have been 
thousands since the 5th has been in ... 
operation . Many of these former enemy 
soldiers have admitted tha t [he leaflets 
and blaring Joudspeakers,were [he final 
thing that made ,them come in. 
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A Vietnamese Legend 

K ing Hung Voung the Sixth was ready 10 pass on the 
throne after many successful years as King. As the 

father of twenty-two sons, he had to decide which son 
would become the new king. Arter much thought he 
decided to send his sons on a journey. and the son who 
returned with the best recipe a nd food dish that the king 
had not tasted would be the new ruler. 

There was one prince named Long Lieu who was the 
sixteenth in rank . Long Lieu 's mother had died dudng 
his birth, and he had never had anyone to confide in and 
discuss his problems. He had no idea about how he would 
ever find a di sh that would be suitable for the king. 

Ooe night while the prince was sleeping a genie ap­
peared and told him she understood his worries. The 
gen ie explained that she had been sent to help him . She 
told him that man can not live without rice, so for (hat 
reason he should gel some rice, some beans, so me fal 
and lean pork meat and spices. She told him to get 
some banana leaves and from split bamboo cul some 
lac ings. All of these materials sym bolize the abundance 
of the earth . 

The genie to ld Long Lieu that one cake shou ld be 
made from rice alone, and then shaped into a round 
plain cake. The ot her cake should consist of a stuffing 
of bean paste a nd bits of pork placed between layers of 
rice. Then it should be wrapped in banana leaves and 
pressed into a square shape. It should be bound in bam­
boo lacings aod cooked for one day. 

Within a year all the princes returned with various 
foodstuffs they had collected during their travels. Each 
was confident that his dish would be 'he one the king 
wo uld choose and he would win the th rone. On the ap­
pointed day the dishes were brought before the king. 
Twenty-one times the king shook his head in disappro­
va l. Long Lieu presented his two cakes. The king ac­
cepted a piece of the firSt cake and tasted it. He then 
picked up a piece of the second cake, and before long 
both cakes were gone. The king believed that Long Lieu 
had divine support when he found the recipes fo r these 
dishes. Prince Long Lieu was named heir to the throne 
and officially the round loaf was named Banh Giay and 
the square one Banh Chung. The ministers were ordered 
to give 'he recipes to a ll the Vietnamese people and the 
cakes have become the two favorite dishes in Vietnam . 




