


Color Bearing Units 

7th Cava lry 

"Garry Owen" 

"G arry Owen, Si r/' salutes the proud soldier of the 
7th Cavalry. Since the days of General George 

Armstrong Custer, the words "Garry Owen," have 
marked one of the Army's finest regimen ts. 

To the men of the 7th Cav, it is more than a nick­
name. "Garry Owen" is a motto, a ca ll to arms and its 
famous fighting song. Selected by then Lieutenant 
Colone l Custer, "Garry Owen" owes its origin to the 
Fifth Royal Irish La ncers. Sta ti oned at Garryowen 
near Limerick, Jreland, the Lancers used to sing the 
song al drinking bouts. Garry Owen means Owen's 
garden. 

As a motto, it is found at the top of the symbolic 
crest o f the 7th Cav . The go lden horseshoe wi th seven 
nailholes signifies the cavalry, while the buckskin 
gauntlet and fi st with cavalry saber reca ll s the signal to 
charge. The twisted blue and gold emblem at the bottom 
alludes to the India n days. 

The va rious elements of the 7th Cav crest call forth 
memor ies of a colorfu l past that began a t Fort Riley, 
Kansas, Septe mber 24, 1866. From then until 1878, 
the "Garry Owens" fought the Commanches, C hey. 
enne, Sioux and Nez Perce Indians. One of history"s 
most famous and controversial battles occurred on 
June 25, 1876, at Little Big Horn , Montana . There, 
Sioux chief Sitting Bull annihilated General Custer 
and 264 men. Despite the outcome) the batt le disting­
uished the 7th Cav in sett ing the pattern for fighting 
men in courage and devo tion to country beyond the 
ca ll of duty. 

After servi ng from 1878 to 1915 in the Phili ppines 
and on the Mexican Punjtive Expedit ion, the 7th Cav 
became part of the 1st Cavalry D ivision . 

Strains of "Garry Owen" have since struck terror 
in the hearts of aggressors in the Pacific during WW 
II and Korea. 

Three battalions, the tst , 2d and 5th of the 7th Cal' , 
a re in Vietnam today. From the la Drang Valley to 
the Ca mbodian Border o f 111 Corps, they charge into 
ai rmobi le combat as part of the Fi rs t Team. Altho ugh 
the ho rse and sabe r have raded into his to ry, the 
"Garry Owen" spirit or the 7th Cava lry never wanes. 
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SP4 Gary Rausch, a 
\vriter / photographer on 
the H U RRI CA NE Staff, 
captured the g-race a nd 
loveliness of Miss Phan 
Thuy Phuong, a law s tu­
dent at Saigon Univer sity, 
for this month's front 
cover. Saigon 1;niversity's 
campus, like that of many 
large American un iver­
s ities, spreads throughout 
dow ntown Sa igon. SP4 
Ken Heinrichs has writ­
ten an i nformative stor y 
on progress at the univer­
sity beginning on page 31. 

The back cover, photo­
g raphed by SP5 Jerry 
Cleveland, illustrates the 
beginning of what may be 
one of Vietnam's biggest 
succe~s s tories, the new 
broi ler indus try. Mr. J.P. 
Grant has written a com­
prehensive s tory on this 
subject for H URRICANE 
r eader s. See page 2l. 

In an effort to inform 
new reader s, the H U RRI· 
CANE Staff is taking an· 
other look a t the provinces 
in III Corps. SP5 Arnold 
Braes ke journeyed to H a u 
),'ghia and discovered that 
life is still exciting in thi s 
contested province. 
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KATUM 
A Nice Place 

to Visit But"" " 

by Specialut 5 Arnold 8raeske 

4"'. ......:.. -." e _~. 

Special Forces medic trealS young ClOG soldier for millor wounds 

c: L It ... I L .... O 

T o aircraft pilots circling down into 
Katum, the Civilian [(regular 

Defense Group (CJ DG) camp stands 
OUI as a geometric Oddity. The outl ine 
of a huge star, made up of sandbagged 
huts and bunkers, ca n be seen for 
miles across northern Tay N inh 's bleak 
forests. A side from this sl3rshaped 
camp, il s clearing and ils tiny airslrip, 
there is nothing to see here but endless 
stretches of timber. Cambodia is four 
miles away. The sleepy village of Me 
Cong, nea reSt populated area in Viet­
nam, is 20 miles across the woods to 
(he southwesl. 

Even (hough Ihis single, remote, 
Green Beret-advised CIDG camp is 
familiar to o nly a few Americans, the 
Viel Cong and NVA are well aware of 
its presence. 

Resupply /fights Gre always a welcome sight landing three limes a week at Katum 

Planes and helicoplers coming to 
Katum mUSI spiral down dir-eclly a bove 
(he camp to avoid harassing anti­
aircraft and sma ll arms fire from 
nearby woods. 
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Cambodia Is O nly 

Four Miles Away 

Since February 1968, when the CI DG 
soldiers and the .1O-ma n Green Beret 
"A" Team moved into Katum, more 
tha n 10,000 enemy rockets and mortars 
have been lofted into the camp by 
enemy troops in the surrounding \ .... oods. 

"I th ink they use Katum as a gradua­
tion exe rcise for their artillery school 
trainees," joked Spec ialist 4 Richard 
VanDalinda, light weapons specialis t 
for the Katum " A" Team. 

The reason for the continual ha rass-

ment of Katum is I hal the camp is a 
thorn in the enemy's side----exactly 
what il was intended to be. Katum SiB 
in a forested a rea of no rthern \Var 
Zone C, a region that has been Iradi ~ 
tionall ), used by e nemy forces for large, 
well-established basecamps. 

Because it was once a secure sanc­
tuary, the Katum camp's locatio n, ils 
artillery and the ClOG patrols that 
emanate from it constitute a threa l to 
enemy forces . The camp disrupts a 
flow of men and messages that once 
went unmolested. 

The camp itself was built at the inter­
section of Iwo small forest roads. 
Years ago, the lumber-producing village 
o f Katum ""as located on this corner. 
As with this entire region of War Zone 
C , the inhabitants abandoned their 
homes for a sa fer life to the south, 
near Ta}' Ninh C ity. 

Buill in three months, the final shape 

of the Katum camp was that o f a large 
star. 

" A sta r is the eas ies t kind of shape . 
to defend," said one of the team mem­
bers. "With men out on a ll the star 
poin ts you gel a good field of fire." 

Outside o f the camp and its ba rbed 
wire perimeter lies a 2,900-foot long 
resupply airstrip. The camp averages 
three Caribou resupply flight s a week 
from the 535th T actical Airlift Squa­
dron in Vung Tau. Katum is also 
resupplied by fifteen C-123 Provider 
flights a month from Phan Rang and 
eight Chinook flights per month fr om 
Cu Chi. 

If any pilots have misg ivings about 
fl y ing 10 Katum, it is unde rstandable. 
In addition to a trick y approach pattern 
and the danger o f anti-airc ra ft fire, 
they so metimes run into trouble while 
on the gro und. 

"They' ll often drop mortars in here 

The CIDG soldiers regularly patrol the forest aroulld the camp to discourage the enemy from preparing for ground a/racks 

when the c hoppers o r planes to uch 
down," expla ined VanDa linda. "Th ey 
figure there ' ll be people running O UI 
\ 0 meet the aircraft and they dro p 
them in then ." 

Every volley of incoming rounds is 
answered immediately, and usuall y 
accurately. by a ba rrage from the 
a rtillery pieces in the camp. The unit 
stationed the re is Battery C, 6 th Ba lla­
li on , 15th Artillery. 

Although mo rt a ring is a daily occur· 
rence at Katum , it gets wo rse as the 
tactical situatio n gets more tense . 
During the month of August 1968, 
Katum received a IOt a l of 1,700 incom­
ing rockets and mo rtars . On Aug. 19, 
150 rounds o f 82 mm mortar dropped 
in within 10 minutes. 

The small Green Beret " A" Tea m, 
toge ther with the Viemamese Special 
Forces Team and severa l hundred 
ClOG soldiers , have held o ff two large 
scale ground al(ac ks on Katum , 

At I AM o n Aug, 18, a VC bat­
talion charged the camp' s barbed wire 
perimete r fo llowing a rockel, mOrtar 
a nd tear gas barrage. 

"They were dressed in black sho Tt !> 
and camouflaged jackets and all carr ied 
rucksacks ," the " A" Team leader said. 

The Viet Cong penetrated the camp's 
outer berm, withdrew and auacked 
again. Co ntact finally broke at 10 :00 
in the morning. F ift y-six VC la~ dead 
in and a ro und the camp. Thirt y-o ne 
people from the camp had been kill ed , 
15 of Ihem ClOG depende nts. 

The second all ack , on Sept. 25, was 
shorter and mo re disastrous fo r the 
attacke rs, The 5t h VC Sapper Banalion 
lost 141 men in three ho urs o f early 
morning fighting. The K<'Itum camp used 
flareships, Spooky (minigun-equipped 
C-47) and sma ll arms, and fired artillery 
po int-blank to break up the aU<td .. 

Aside from these altac ks a nd o\.:(,:a­
sional co mbat losses on o perations 
aro und Katum, the camp's c~ sllahy 
ra te is relati vely low . Most o f those 
injured have minor fragment wo unds 
from incoming mortar ro unds. 

"N o one ha s been killed in the ca mp 
since I've been here," said Sergeanl 
Dave Houpe, a Special Forces medi..: 
who jOined the tea m in O ctober, 1968 . 

A typical scene of len fo llows a 
mortar anack at KalUm. Houpe, a 
22-year-o ld from Memphis, Tenn ., 
makes his way to the dispensary-bunker 
when the tiring s tops . Within the next 
few minutes, three o r four yo ung 
ClOG so ldie rs with sma ll fragment 
wo unds begin s tra ggling in from around 
the s tar-shaped camp. 

If Houpe recognizes one o f them, 
he smiles and begins shouting, " Me­
devac ~ OustOff!". 

Th e camp is completely resllpplied by air 

The )' oung C lOG grins , " No. Ti ti 
(very small). ,. He came in to get a 
bandage, 

Hllllpe grins, "M edevac ! Yo u go 
Bien Hoa, maybe Vung Tau!" 

" Ti ti. N o sweaL " 
If someo ne is seri ously injured , 

tho ugh, a dusto ff for the hospital a t 
Tay Ninh is Immediately called. Air­
craft in the Katum area willing ly take 
injured men out of the camp. 

Anv o f [he 10 men on the Katum 
--A" Tea m can fun cti o n as a medic , if 
necessary. 

"Every pos ition on the team is inte r­
changeable," explained the team's 
leader . Captain Francis Kane. "We:re 
all trained 10 know everyone else's 
job. " 

As a result, the two Green Berets who 
acco mpa ny ClOG compan ies o n sweep 
operati o ns outsidc Katum can serve 
a s medics, hea vy o r light weapons 
specialists , and radio communictl ti ons 
and intelligence speciali sts. 

The camp al KalUm does nOt ha ve 
to rely complelely on it se lf for suPpOrt 

Engineers a re sent to Ka lUm pe ri­
odi1.:all y to repair it s airs trip. All 
suppli es , except fo r wale r, come by 
airc raft from external sources. The 1st 
Battalio n, 7th Cava lry, lSI Cava lry Divi­
sion has provided defensi ve support for 
the camp o n occas ion. On an y given 
day, Fo rwa rd Air Comrol (FAC) SPOI­
le r planes can be see n circling above 
the woods a ro und Katum . The ca mp 
has a lso called on jet fi ghte r-bombers 
fo r a irs lrikes JUSt beyond it s treeline, 
and has had B-52 s trikes in as close as 
one mile away. 

Altho ugh Ihe camp a l Katum rece ives 
Ihis aid and defensive support rro m the 
o utside and maintains continual radio 
~o nt act with Olher unit s. il is still very 
much an is o l ~ t cd camp . The roads o n 
which Kalu m is bllilt dwindle away int o 
Tay Ninh"s fores ts and the closest 
friendly populatio n remains 20 miles 
a wa y. 
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Father Bolton's Parish 

Wher(;ver the Action Is ... 

by Sf'r';;'I.: (inl uona.rd Boacu.rine 

Last year Father (CPT) Pa ul Bolto n was the assistant pastor ofa large suburban parish church 
in a Rhode Isl and resort area Thi s yea r Fath er Bolton has a different church, a sandbagged 

two-man Army lenl co mplete \\·it h irs 0\\11 underground bunker. I 

Chaplain Bolton of Providence, R.l..lS chapla in o f the First Sq uadron, 11th Arm ored Cavalry 
Regi ment, whic h is fighting narch of Sa igon. Hi s pari sh is the field Night Defensive Position 
(NDP). Manning the Defensive Position a re cava lrymen of almost every Christian religi on. 
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"Act ually I have a prett y good mix­
ture in my parish this week. The bunker 
neXI to mine hou ses a mortar crew from 
the 1St Infantry Divisio n. The village 
across the road has a few Christia ns, 
and there a re a lot of G Is from sup­
porting units that attend services," 
Chaplain 801ton said. 

"A lot of people ask me why [ left 
c ivilia n life ar.d came here," sa id 
Chaplain Bolton. " [ really can't say 
that there was one particular reason 
for volunteering to come here. 1 wanted 
to be wi th people who need me, and 
I wanted to do my part over here. JI 
d idn't seem fa ir for me to slay in the 
Sla tes while a ll these guys are fighting 
fo r their count ry." 

"You really can't appreciate the ter­
rifi c job that these men a re doing until 
you si t down a nd talk to them. They're 
the grea test fighting machine the world 
has ever known, and ye t they're nothi ng 
more than the guys next door." 

Finger ing the mosq ui to nelling 
stretched across the lent's door .... ay, 
Chaplain Bo lton waved to a young 
soldier passing by. Then he sa t down 

on his cot. The Cal, covered with a 
poncho to prOtect 1\ from the dust , was 
the only item of furniture in the le nt. 

"AclUally life ou t here is pretty much 
the sa me as being a pastor in civilian 
life:' he sa id. "I'm st ill dea lin g with 
people a nd thei r problems, a nd I'm 
still nylng lO help them." 

"Out here I ha ve much more persona l 
Co ntact with the soldiers than I ever 
had with my par ishoners in the States," 
the chaplain commented. " In the States 
I saw the church members on Sunday 
and it was a rare occasion if f saw them 
the rest of the week. Here r li ve with 
my parishioners, and it'sa big advantage 
over ci\'ilian life, In a year's t ime I feel 
that f will get to know the people I'm 
living with, and they wi ll get to know 
me as well. I feel I'm able to make a 
greal deal o f headway under these 
circumsta nccs. as opposed to my once­
a-week encounter wiih the pari shoners 
in the SWtcs." 

Be ing a Vietnam field chaplain has 
othc r benefits. 

"; 'ow I apprec iate holy days like 
Eas ter and C hris tmas much more. For 

Besides his dllties as Dear Abby, alld fe:<al advisor, Falher Bolton hoplires a soldier 

... -
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a civilian priest ho ly times are a lot o f 
hard work , lillie sleep, and eX ira 
services. Here our celebra tio ns are 
much simpler. For once, s ince r became 
a priest, ( have time during a holy day 
to relax and reflecl upon its true mean · 
ing. 

" My favorite time is the early even­
ing. The me n usually sit around in their 
bunkers then-perhaps sipping a can 
of soda or smoking a cigare tte. They're 
re laxed a nd you rea ll y ge t to know 
them-especia lly the ones that I ca n 
help." 

To the sold ie rs who man the NOP, 
Chaplain Bolton is more Ihan just a 
problem solver. To quote a dust-covered 
cavalryman, "Fa ther Bo lron is an unoffi­
cial banker, legal adv isor, investment 
co unselor, marriage co unselor, Dea r 
Abby, and good friend all wrapped up 
into one cigar-smoking package." 

The field troops sometimes find it 
imposs ible \0 leave their work to take 
care o f personal matters such as bank­
ing their paychecks. Father Bohon takes 
care o f these mailers during his weekly 
chaplain' s mccting al the Regimen t's 
Blackhors.;: basecamp. 

"Since arri ving here I' ve experienced 
a few surprises," sa ld Chaplain Bolton. 
" I've found that soldiers who frequently 
flirt wi th death during operations don't 
suddenly become ex tremely religious. 
Their religious feelings are about the 
sa me as those o f the civilians back in 
the so-ca lled ' Land of the Big PX'. 
r think this is a sign thai most soldiers 
over here are pcrs0nally sa ti sfied with 
their religious beliefs:' 

Fo r a field cha plain, life has some 
tender momems. 

"When a guy gets killed here , the 
other soldiers don't rea ll y get over it 
until a fter our memoria l serv ice for the 
dead soldier. The men go around edgy 
and nervous. As soon as poss ible, we 
ho ld a memo ria l se rvice, and It 'S a lways 
crowded beca use everyone who is not 
working a ttends. r guess it 's their way 
of saying goodbye. After the service, 
the guys put tJ.1e so ld ie r's memory in 
[he back o f their mind s and go on like 
before. No mention is made o f him 
anymore, it 's as if nothing happened." 

Chaplain Bo[ton was ordained a 
Roman Catho lic priest in June 1962, 
and was assigned to Sl. Francis Church 
in Wakefield , R.I. In September 1962, 
he beca me assistant pastor o f Sacred 
Heart Pa ri sh, Woonsocket , R.L La ter 
he was an ass istant at SI. J ohn's Church, 
Sla terville, R.L, and SI. Lukes Ch urch, 
West Barrington, R.L 

Fa ther Bo lton ca me on ac tive duty 
Ja n. 10, 1968, and allended the Cha· 
plains School at Ft. Hamilton, N. Y. 

Being a field chaplain in Vietna n 
isn' t the most pleasant job in the wo rld 
but Father Bolton wou ldn't trade jobs 
with the pasto r of Saini Patr ick's 
Ca thedra l. 

" They're nothing more Ihon the guys next rioar." 



Kit 
Carson 
Scouts 

by Specwlut 4 Gary Rausch 

The jungle in Binh Duong Province 
is lhick. Rope-like vines hang [rom 

a bushy ceiling, a heavy net of foliage 
blotting out all but faint traces of the 
blistering sun above. Though nearly 
noon, the trail remains a sITek carpet, 
still wet with the night's dew. 

Leading a group of American soldiers 
is a small man, his five-foot, I(~)-pound 
frame is dwarfed by the six-footers that 
follow. He moves silemly along the 
path, cautiously working through the 
underbrush. Suddenly he stops. 

Like a chain o€ dominoes, his follo­
wers freeze in place. The small man 
signals that a clearing lies ahead. The 
column moves forward. 

Seconds after the last man completes 
the semi-cir~le around the clearing, aD 
earth-shaking explosion sends birds 
scattering. Hundreds of nail~like spikes 
rip across the clearing and into the 
jung~e, . The parrol stands in shock-all 
but the tiny fellow at the fronL 

The Kit Carson Sco' t has again 
proved his worth. His experienced eyes 
spotted the claymore mine in the 
clearing. and he led the patrol around it. 
Somewhere in the jungle sat the enemy, 
a wire in each hand. He had observed 

This Kit Carson Scout is always on the 
(llert for former friends in lite thick jungle 
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It Takes One 

To Know One ... 

the group at the edge of the clearing 
bu. lost sight of them. Believing the 
patrol had moved within range, he 
detonated the mine. 

Employed during WW II and the 
Korean Conflict, scouts first appeared 
in Vietnam with the Marines during 
July 1966, in the J Corps Tactical 
Zone. 

A pilol group was organized three 
months laler to live and fight with the 
1st Marine Division. They were given 
the name Kit Carson Scouts afler the 
American trapper and guide who 
advised John C. Fremont on explora­
tory trips in the 1840's. 

Originally used on tactical psycho­
logical operations with the Marines, 
the scout program was broadened, 
which aroused interest throughout the 
country with each successful mission. 
But who are the Kit Carson Scouts 
and where do they come from? 

They are former Viet Cong and now 
serve primarily in areas with which they 
are familiar. To defeat the VC, what 
belter ally could be found than ex-Viet 
Cong? , 

The 9th Infantry Division, after 
enjoying immeasurable success in the 
Mekong Delta, coined a new name for 
their guides-Tiger Scouts. 

The second largest number of scouts 
is with the 1st Infantry Bi.vision. The 
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J"'any /onft years of combOf are refiecred ;tr 'he face of rhis lonller Vier C olfg soldier 

2d Brigade at Di An conducts a two­
and-one-half-week training school with 
a formal graduation. The 25th Infan try 
Divisio n and 199th Light Infantry 
Brigade have been in the program since 
its beginning while the 1st Cavalry Divi­
sion, II th Armored Cava lry Regimen! 
and Long Range Patrol (L RP) unit s 
began rCL.:ruiting during the past few 
months. 

Goals have been set at 200 scouts 
per division- IOO for each separate 
brigade and another 100 10 adviso ry 
teams and' naval riverine units. All 
SCOUlS <t"Te ~laced in the Local National 
Direc t Hire Program , 

Scout recruiting is conducted in local 
Chieu Hoi Centers by divisio n com­
mande rs and training officers using 
normal infeJligenee ~ reclling and 
interrogation. Chieu Hoi advisors have 
laid the groundwork with a two-mont h 
indoctrination period and urged ralliers 
to volunteer for the SCOlit program. 

Like the old U.S , Cavalry employing 
Indian gurdes, units realize the im­
ponance . of using indigenous people. 
Recruiters are as choosy picking scouts 
as a housewife buying vegetables . 
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" J look first for a man with jungle 
expericnce." cxplains Capta in Lawson 
Geiger, intelligence officer wllh the 
2d Balta lion, 47th Infantry. "Does 
he know VC tac tics and booby traps? 
Did he have a position of leadership 
with the VC?" 

Recruits have a va riety o f back­
gruunds and occupations. Many were 
otiicers o r aspiralllS (equivalent to 
a wan'am officer) who commanded 
front line units or worked as polilieal 
leaders o r members of political cadre. 

'" I won't take someone who iust 
drove an oxcan fo r the ve," s tines 
Lieutenant Bruce E. HerCLugh, a VMI 
graduate who heads the 1st Infanlf"v's 
ScOUI School at Di An. "We're looki'ng 
for men with a lot of time in the field ." 

It 's a sma ll war in itself just recruiting 
scouts. I ot only is the re fierce \:om­
pctition between divi sions but evcn 
among brigades within (he individual 
divisions.. Of 100 a:raduates from a 
C hieu Hoi Ccnter, there arc at mOst 
30-40 scout vuluntecrs and of tllese 
poss ibl~ ~O might qualif:- wi thin the 
age, knowledge and physka l conditio n 
prerequisi tes. 

Fundament ally they are guides, 
leading US units to known o r hidden 
caches o f weapons, supplies and am­
munition. Additionally, Sl.:outs assist 
in detection o f VC by facial recogni­
tion, aid in population comrol , psy­
\:l1o logica l operatio ns, tracing VC 
infrastructurc, identifying dead and 
wounded and helping exploit ot her 
ralliers and captives for the Chieu Hoi 
cause. 

"They' re invaluable in every phase 
of enemy activity because of their 
knowledge of VC tactics, " claims 
Caplain Jesse Myers, who oversecs 
SCout action from the II FiehJ Force 
G-5 office. "" Having person nel who 
speak the language, are familiar with 
the terrain and know the enemy's 
methods of operation gives us a tremen­
dous advamage. Keeping o ur men alive 
in the field is half the bat lie. They' re 
teaching us to avoid deadly booby 
Iraps and mincs." 

A scout's training ranges fro m under­
standing lhe Govcrnment ("I f Vietnam 
(GVN) and the Free W l1rld Military 
Assislance Forcc (FW MAF ; counterin­
surgent.:y gClal in Soulh Vietnam to 
care and cleaning of clothing and equip­
menlo Unlike many unllS, the 1st 
Infantry's ~d Brig:..tde believes formal 
scout Iraining should be donc before 
the scout is rls~igtled [Q a uni!. 

Lieulenam He rezogh, who recently 
gradualed hi s Hfth dass, ">tre~scs English 
in addition to weapons training at his 
Di An 5..: hool. '" Wc le~lch them rcal basic 
English- simple short sentences rind 
,",ords they' ll be using cveryday." They 
also become accustomed to firing rifles, 
mat.:hineguns and grcnade launchers, 
se lling up claymore mines . throwing 
hand grenades a nd using Rares. 

After entering a ul1it. the scout is 
aSSigned an Ameri\..'a n buddy who 
explains policies and he lps the new­
comer get h is bearings. 

One 1.:11 nnot a"oid the fact that 
acceplanl.:e of the scout is often a diffi­
c uI! process. fvlany Gis believe "oncc 
a VC, alw,ays a VC" But whcn the 
SCoulS a nd Americans overcome the 
thought of being former enemies, they 
form a cohcsive group. The unit 
becomes a much more effective force 
and the scout responds to his good 
IrC.l1ment '"" ilh high spirit and out­
sla nding performance, 

It doesn't take long 10 recognize a 
scout 'S va lue. " When Ihey save their 
first so ldier, every man in the unit 
realizes it. Once a Tiger Scout proves 
himself- and we'vc ncver had a case 
of onc fa iling to do so-he becomes 
a n indispensable part of the unit," 
states Captain Stephcn Swartz o f the 
9th Div ision. 

The Viet Cong has shed his sandals, 
black pajamas, AK-47 riRe and daily 
bowl of rice for the title Kit CMson 

Scout, a pair o f jungle boots , fatigues, 
M-\6 and three square meals a day. 
Afforded the 'same degree of protection 
and securi ty as any other n~ember of 
the unit, Ihe SCOUIS receive 5,000 
piasters ($42) a mo nth-roughl y the 
same as an unmarried South Viet­
namese sta ff sergeant. The family .of 
a SCOUI killed in aClion is paid a gratUIty 
equal to 12 mo nths pay.. . 

Since mOst scouts speak lillie English, 
communication presents a small incon­
venience. What English classes can't 
develop, sign language can supply. 
The 1st Divisio n 's Company B, 1st 
Banaiion, 2d Infa ntry , has twi~e 
avo ided ambushes because Captain 
Kenne th LeG rice and scout Cha u 
Asnarut both speak French fluently. 

ScoutS are not draft-exempt from the 
South Vietnamesc Arm y. Hoi Chanhs 
are grantcd a six-month defer~ent for 
rallying , Once a scout, extensions of 
12 months are given upon request of 
the respec ti ve unit until the scou(s las t 
year of eligibility. Then he must be 

made avai lable for the draft. Draft age 
is 18 through 43 and service as a scout 
does not count toward o ne's serv ice 
obliga tion. . 

ScoutS also make excellent Instruc­
tors. Tranh Tran Trung gave some 
lessons on penelfating barbed wire 
o bstacles to the 4th Division 's 1St 
Baltalion, 22d Infantry, in basecamp. 
In less than a minute Trung crawled 
through several ro lls of concertina ~nd 
apron wire set up for the demonstration. 
He then repeated his feat twice for 
onlookers. During his cla~s on bu ilding 
effective wi re barricades, he warned 
the troops abou t :,prcading the con­
certina too far apart and urged the use 
of plenty of suppon :Hakes and flares. 

During his forced service with the 
VC, T rung tx"X"ame proliciclll in terror 
tacti cs and intiltration. Evenlually he 
escaped . ..\ want to work for m y 
cou ntry and nOI for the vc. T hai is 
why I lefl." 

Le Van OCt was a multi-decorated 
rifleman with the VC As a Kit Carson 

Kit Carso/l Scouts must be well tmilled 

Scout he has often taken on the enemy 
single~ha nded> blowing bunkers, SpOI­
ling mines and booby traps and e ngag­
ing whole squads. 

Vo Van Born recently spotted five 
VC just outside the kill z~:)I1e, ~n.gag~d 
them in conversation while hldlOg In 
lall grass to draw them in , then rose and 
leveled his M-16 on them . 

Scouts are fearless and think nothing 
of minor wounds. Huynh Van Be 
took a deflected AK-47 round th rough 
the cheek in a firefight last June. Hardly 
staggered, Be spil ou t the slug and kept 
going, SCOUIS are authorized all medals 
of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. 

" He 's saved my life on several occa­
sio ns ," attests Private Firs t Class 
Christopher P od gus about one seoul. 
" 1 remember most vivid ly the time he 
pointed out the presence of a mine I 
was about to step o n." Words like these 
are echoed throughout the country. 

""Qua lity not quantit y is imperative," 
concludes Captain Myers. "Thus far, 
we've been blessed by both." 
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Life goes all as usual despite the fighting nearby 

The market place is always busy in Hau Nghia Province 

Hau Nghia Revisited 
All II Needs Is Peace 

by Speciali.' .'; Arnold Braeske 

The sle.epy liule province cap ital, 
. 20 miles ~'est of Saigon, is decep­

live. !3ao. Tral, populatio n 5,(X)(), s its 
warmmg tn the sun like a Kansas l own 
on a Sunday afternoon. The market­
place is busy. but acti v it y elsewhere 
along its one main Slreel slows its pace 
(0 match the heat. 

This rustic lillie town, though. is 
the capital of Hau Nghia Province 
and H~~ N.gh ia may well be, politica lly 
and milltartly. the most active province 
in lU Corps, for both allied and 
Ve/NV A forces. 

For the Viet Cong it is the sile of 
infiltration ro utes from Cambodia to 
Saigon, a huge rice supplying area, a 
place to bury weapons and the scene of 
main liaison and supply fOUles between 
bases in War Zones C, D and th e Plain 
of Reeds. 

F~r U.S. and Vietnamese units, Hau 
NgJHa represents the western entrance 
to the Gia Dinh·Saigon-Cholon area 
by ~C/NVA forces and an area of great 
agricultural and industrial promise 
suffocated hy Ihe war. 

Hall "'ghia Province owes it s birth 
and impo rtance to geography. The 
province was formed in 1963 from Duc 
Hoa and Due Hue Distric ts (formerly 
of. L~ng An Pro ... ·ince); Trang Bang 
DistriCt (formerly of Tay Ninh); and 
Cu Chi District (formerly of Binh 
Duo ng). 

All of these distri cts meet around the 
edges of Kinh Tay Swamp which runs 
diagonally through Hau Nghia . Pre· 
viously, VC units operated on either 
side?f ~he then Long An-Binh Duong 
prOVinCial boundary (which ran length­
wise through thai swamp) and could 

" 

flee to fhe other side with the assu rance 
that there would be neither pursuit nor 
meaningful government response from 
the other side of the swa mp. 

A second swamp strongly influences 
the charac ter of Hau Nghia . lt oc..::upies 
the entire weStern third o f Hau Nghia 
Province-a marshy bog on the western 
side of the Yam Co Dong (Oriental 
River). This huge bog, often 14 miles 
across, offers refuge and cover to VCj 
NVA uoi ts operating in Hau Nghia and 
is the northern terminus of the Plain 
o f Reeds. On the wes tern edge of thi~ 
swamp, Ha u Nghia shares the same 
border with Cambodia for 19 miles. 

Hau Nghia has six good sized lowns: 
Khiem Cuong (also called Bao Trai 
or Hau Nghia), Duc Hoa, Cu Chi, 
Trang Ban·g, Trung Lap and H iep Hoa. 
Trung Lap and Hiep Hoa are located 
in the corners of Hau Nghia. Baa Trai 
is the centra lly located ca pital. 

Duc H oa, the home of the 25th 
ARVN Division, is closest to Saigon. 
Cu Chi has historically been a VC 
stro nghold and is the home of the U.S. 
25th Division. Tra ng Bang is the most 
urban of Hau Nghia' s towns, a bustling 
millor see of the Cao Oai religion 
located ih an area of great infiltratio n 
and much fighting. 

Many of the large milita ry operations 
and much of Hall ~hgia 's defense is 
handled by the 2nd Brigade of the U.S. 
25th Infantry Division. "The presence 
of the 2nd Brigade allows us to do much 
of what we·ve been ab le to gel done," 
said Lieutenant Colonel Carl Bernard, 
Hau Nghia Province senior advisor. 
The brigade has assigned a battalion to 
each of Hau Nghia·s four districts, pro-

vided Medica l Civic Action Programs 
(M EDCAP's) and civic action ·aid. 

Regional and Popular Forces, how~ 
ever, provide the permanent backbone 
of defense in Hau Nghia. Nea rly 4,000 
RFj PF so ldiers are st<lIioned al 165 
small outposts throughout the province. 

Since the 1968 Tel Truce AHacks, 
Hau "1\.;ghia 's R F/ PF· soldiers have been 
mo re aggressive In initialing contact 
and ambushes. RFj PF unit s are also 
go ing o n more joint operations with 
Americans including heliborne assaults. 
Pan of the increased confidence of Hau 
NgJ:1ia's Regional Force soldiers can 
be attributed to (he fact that in 1968, 
they were equipped with the M-16 rifle. 

In add ilion 10 Ihe established military 
unit s, Hau Nghia, like other provinces, 
is beginning to develop People 's Self 
Defense Groups. This new program 
consists of arming and training \illagers 
in mcthods of fighting insurgency and 
protecti ng themselves when attacked. 
The program is 100 new 10 evaluate, 
but it has been successful in the past 
in strongly pro-government areas. 

Hau J\ghia's 680 National Police and 
Field Force members also have flln~· 
tions which go beyond civi l police 
work . "Aside fr om the Army, the 
National Police are the o nly other 
group actively identifying and eliminat­
ing the Viet Cong," explained Chuck 
Sot han, public safety advisor for Hau 
Nghia. 

The Viet Cong, consequently, have 
made the police, and police stations, 
one of their prime targets. "The Na­
lional Po li(e go after the VC, and the 
ve, in turn, go after fhe police. Since 
1966, the Viet Cong have killed 125 

policemen in Hau Nghia,"said SOlhan. 
Hau "Nghia Police Chief Ngo Van 

Hue, a ve teran of 15 )·ears of police 
work, is .:urrently engaged in registering 
province residents for the National 
IdentificatIOn Card Program. His de­
partment's three 1.0. teams registered 
J2,000 Hau Nghians in the firsl three 
months of the program. 

All of the etTorls aimed at eliminu ting 
the VC influence in Hau Nghia have 
not met with compLete success~ Province 
officials ,1I\! the firsl to admit the 
strength of the Viet Congo "II 's difficult 
to ge t people to come to Hall Nghia," 
said Colonel Bernard. ·'No one wants 
to be killed, and Hau Nghia has that 
kind of reputation:' 

Focusing on Hau Nghia, Vietnamese 
and U.S. units put great pressure on 
the VC/NVA in \968 a nd early 1969. 
Enemy intilt n.J.I ion through the tradi­
tio nal Hau Nghia routes was greatly 
reduced in 1968 . " At least we've made 
a good route a little less good for them," 
said Colonel Bernard. 

There a re several reasons why Hau 
Nghia has more than its share of diffi­
cultics with the Viet Congo 

First, VC proselytizing and recruiting 
weill unchecked~ there for a long time. 
Sccond, its proxim ity to the Cambodian 
border produces bellcr than average 
supply channels for VC "NVA units. 
Lastly. since Hau Nghia is a composite­
of d ist r icts from various provinces and 
people of divergent backgrounds, there 
is no community conSQience to unify 
people in resisting intimidation and 
insurgency. Many positive strides, 
however, are being made in Hau Nghia. 
During 1968, the number of persons 
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It·s not the MT A, but lite cycfo-cah supplies lfansportation 

who rallied to the govemmem under the Chieu Hoi pro­
gram, although lower than 1967, kept Hau Nghia in third 
place, behind G ia Dinh and Long AD. 

The number of refugee camps for homeless people in Hau 
Nghia dwindled from J2 in December 1967, to two in De­
cember 1968. and refugee advisor Daniel O'leary expects 
them to be phased out by mid-1969. "The government 
and province administration have been very responsive 
10 the needs of refugees and -w:ar viClilT!s," O' leary 

A Ithough primarily agrarian , Hou Nghio'"$ uonomy has 
a tremendous indus/rial pot~n/ial awaiting th~ end o/Ihe war 

19 



The Enemy Is 

Feeling the Strain 

• 

C I...EV[LAND 

Ag/!rrs.'iire local goyemment supported by constnnt military pressure is bringing peace 10 rhe Vietnamese countryside 

said. " If there are nOI more refugees 
generated (as during Tel). dependent 
refugees should disappear within a few 
months, " 

Agriculturally, Hau Nghia has been 
adapting to the war. "A farmer's life 
is a pastoral o ne," agricultural advisor 
William T. Ezzaro explained. aWith 
the tempo....of the war as it is now, the 
people a-re~ afraid to plant big crops." 
As a result, rice acreage is down. 
W~at many people arc doing. especi­

ally around eu Chi and Trang Bang, 
is giving up rk-e and grooving vegetables 
instead. These are taken to market in 
Saigon on roads secured by- govern­
ment and U.S, forces. "Suigon is a big 
market for everything here , and appar­
endy jl 's go ing \0 get bigger," Mr. 
taaro said . 

One o ther hopeful venture, combin ing 
agriculture a nd indust ry, is be ing 
la unched in remOte Hiep Hoa, on the 
bank of the Orienta l River. The Hiep 
Hoa Sugarmill, damaged by the VC 
during Tet , ~ga n limited operations 
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again in February, 1969. Although the 
mill, largest of its kind in all of Vie In am, 
will only work a l to per cent of capacit y 
at first, it is a boom 10 the small, local 
sugar farmers who feared Ihey would 
have no o ne to buy their crops. 

Hau Nghia's sch ool system, hurt 
badly during Tel, 1968, is now back on 
its feeL \r1ost o f the 25 classrooms 
destroyed had been rebuill by the end 
of J 968. 

At the urging of Lieutenant Colonel 
Ma Sanh Nhon, Hau Nghia's Province 
Chief, residents o f Tra ng Bang donated 
money 10 build eigh t new classrooms 
for their high schoo l. At Cu Chi, 
donations raised were en ou!lh for nve 
classrooms. ~ 

Colonel ~hon has ra ised money for 
good causes a number of times. He <:alls 
a town meeting, explains to {he people 
the absence of funds, a nd Ihen asks 
people, " How much will yO Il give ?" 
On one occas io n, he lo ld a n RD Cadre 
Team (hey could either have their 
uniforms give n to them by Americans 

or buy (hem themse lves. They voted 
and chose to buy them, and all RD 
Cad re in Hau Nghia now buy their own. 

In many aspec ts, the aggressive 
govcrnmental attitude in Ha u Nghia 
today is a reflection of the personality 
of Nhon . The Vie t Cong recogn ize 
this and have made numero us auempts 
on Nhon's life. 

In an effort to ins till a feeling of 
conndence for the government in the 
people, both Colo nels Nhon and 
Bernard spend much lime in contested 
villages. Four nIghts a week they sleep 
in disputed villages. They also accom­
pany RF/PF soldie rs on operations 
throughout the week . 

The war that has raged in Hau Nghia 
Provi.nce since the early 1960's is 
unlikely to evaporate overnight; the 
loca tion and the hi story of Ihe province 
a rgue againSl it. 

But the aggres:\ i v~ ness o f the allied 
forces in H a u Nghia is putting a strain 
on enemy fo rces that has never been 
felt before. 

HERE A CHICK, 

THERE A CHICK, 

EVERYWHERE A CHICK, CHICK ... 

by J. P. Grant 

On the Vietnamese calendar, February 
17, marks the beginning o f the 

"Year of the Rooste r." ,Before it is over, 
Vietnam sh o uld complete a 24-month 
transition from prima ry reliance on 
the centuries-old ways of poultry pro­
duction to a modern commercial poul­
try system, nelling Vietn amese farmers 
and entrepreneurs more than $25 
million annually . Like the phenomenal 
growth of vegetable product io n and 
the spread of IR-S miracle rice, [he new 
poultry industry constitules another 
step in the agricultural revo lution , which 
is transform.ing South Vietnam from 
a nation of poor subsistence peasa nts 
to one of enterprising, modern farmers. 

Baby chicks a re givi ng former refu­
gees and Vietnamese fa rmers a chance 
to regain the indepenrlence they had 
before the war fo rced many of them 
from their homes. The chicks can mean 
the difference between seif-sufficiency or 
government dependence. 

During November 1968, a daily 
average of nearly 30,000 day-o ld baby 
chicks was flown into Saigon from 
such distant places as Singapo re, Tai­
wan and Japan,. A year before the daily 
average was only a few hundred. In one 
year, some 10,000 Vietnamese families 
started raising broiler chicks on a 
modern production basis, averaging a 
net profit of 100 per cenl every nine to 
10 weeks. 

The price o f chickens, which had 
increased mo re tha n 50,per cent since 
January 1968, to well o ver a dollar a 
pound, has now begun to decline. By 
the end of the " Year of the Rooster" 
the pri ces should be down further. In 
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Chicks 

addHllln. marc lhan • du_ _ 
modem hlld>cria In VH!mam hould 
be supplylll8 '""" .., 1M b;lbj dIlr:b 
rcqu,tcd I" ~ _m I 001(. 
IUIIicicol pouhl')' a ....... produocr 

M.n, iclftI"""'" an.! Atilericus 
ha"" plaved I ii",iIlcanl rotc In Ih. 
.-ful ptlIInl/l1. In Ulu" 1961, 
I JI""'p "r VlClna_ and __ 
In Blnh Duo"1 ... ""_ came 10 lbe 
amclUlinCl lhal .'<1"""",,,181 cIridocn 
ratoIn. mI .... be an ,dCAI "- i......,. 
rot _ or the _I racK'''' rail 31 
wbo bad been Ift<>'eoI rl'Ol1l lien 1Iuc, 
• ""late loated deep In the "WI n ,i. 
.. .., Ira k-., .. 1M "IIUD TriaftaIe" 
Many 0( these r..nola .... -...s 
by ~ .... r widOws", ",110M h\lltllmdf 
~ ..... ina Wllh 1M CIICID1 They 
OOUI.. not rad"~ lea.. their cIIi1dlco 
and ...:k jobs ""I Ide of therr reklllt­
""'''IYiUap. 

B~ ·ovomber. Wall 1Iq/cJ, Ci .. 11 
0c0mI1I0t1II and RnoluUCIIW)' o..ct­
opmcnl Suppon (CORDS) qrIc:ulIlIRI 
.dvlIIDr. midc II """"bIc r .... lbe rm.. 
{Ift6 10 sIIItI I busi-. ~ botIsbt 
imponcd ball)' hICk ~ and 
reed uoina 1_ rrom the Blnh IluooI 
Provlll(e AJIOCUhura1 DIlwfopmcnl 
Bank CADB). The nexl talk .... 10 
."nvlnce reru..., r~moltft In tIIIr_1e­
ment rillqe C1f p Binh Hoa 10 1IIke 
lhe I'i$b involved. One CIU"" day in 
_Iter 1967 •• ,1\ dc>olN In Il')'iD, 

10 conviDee 10 famol.... 10 lib the 
1'111. Inlo Ihi> ..... ,ndustl')' I 1M 
end or 1M ""halnhn. day. Ihree bad 
qrec4, II) TCI, ,n 1.\1' JIIIUUII')' 1961. 
lhe ot/lliaal Ihree r4JIIllico had netted 
.. eU over I 100 per cenl relum on Ibe" 
enUre I ..... otu ...... Indudl .. the £(11\ or 
buildiDs and <qu'PPln, uuablc chICken 
~ 

It 101l1 1ft the mKl11 of lhe enemy 
lllack lifter Tel lhal J""klc H"fII!: 
mann. 1M tamed "ctllek,n IJldy of 
5<>uJh 1eI_ arrived In make rouJuy 
"lSinl I ~ buaiDCSS In p BiM 
H09 An 9'.Pcac:e COrpi ",Iun,-, the 
hod '- wuin. Indi.n. pn poulll')' 
ralli .. Wore jolnin. lhe InICl11llIIO"! 
~'" l'omntillCC CfRC) \Cam ."rkins 
ncar Ap Rinh HOil. 

In ('-.'ober 19111. I~ ......... wen: 
14kll., II tbou.and Impoitcd ':.~t chicks 
• ",,,,,k and ;clbn, lhem 10 laler 
AI • nel profit 0 more than a dol .. , 
eac '" 'UfIlI'l ma\). the 1III\lOnt)' or 
lhe remlllllinB "11a",, (arrulieo ..... Icd 
10 rai;" chidcn In lhe post year. 1M 
lIO<1n"""I" 1,,,,, by Ih. """",,,un II 

1;, ... """" r/rlrb 'nj./r Ib",......"ib 
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lioa r\lf the hal.:ller) , ... _ of lhe 
poultry nollins C)'dc. 'the .... m ~ 
minded lhat 16 haJ,hcria be CIIlblilhcd 

I" 81 key Joauiono Ihruuaboul \he counl~ 
w"h parent tt.,.~ I" fa)' Ihe .... nOi 
""Jr rnr .......... chlcU bul ..... '0' 
fa 1111 hens. With .... selhllll ror stAO 
• domt, lben: ab.lousi II In equaJl~ 
.,..1 poICIIllal ror "",,'''IS''," of ... 
produt;sion on • ~I baiL 

TIle Alri<U\lunoI Dnd_nl Bank 
or Vlc".m .... pcrfonncd • ..tal role 
1ft ibis eIforL The ADB \In cstabllshcd 
• rund "r more lhat ~.OOO 10 provl • 
_1_10"",", thai 7.000 ra_ 

nother rUIICI of more lhan I ~.OOO 
baa been .. up 10 help In the .... blisbo 
meltl or the halchcr) induoI~. 

TIl .. pouhry .Iory and the equally 
la\flRll-bIc tuOXeMIIo! ad"llt'Oft or lbe 
MW JIIincIc ria: ...... by 010.000 rarmas 
In _ year. ilhntnaIe the qn(uhura1 
and market... revoiullon ... ccp!" 

lclnam afIcr man) l"'A" of war In 
IMn. II .. due 10 the "'....... fora: af 
wa,·Ind.-l demand E ..... more. h .... • 
_. II is the resull of lhe work of 
• handrul at oIedlallcol Victnoo_ Ind 
Alllllricarw who Dre delcmnlncd 10 pul 
IIw bcac/IU or t«hnoIOIl' 10 wort. tor 

W .. f'oImdI. tho VletncmM" f'armet. 



The First T earn 

by Lieutenant Mike Harri!J 

On the evening of Nov. 13, 1968, 
scouts fro m the 2d Brigade . of 

the 1st Cavalry Division were flymg 
their ligh t observat ion choppers over 
the jungle neaf the Cambodian border. 
In the fading light they spoll.ed a w oyP 
of No rth Vietnamese soldiers hldtng 
in the trees nea r LZ D ot , a firebase 

24 

manned by the 36th ARVN Ranger 
Batta lion. 

The scou ts sw'ooped down with 
machineguns blazing. More NV!'­
appeared sca ttering. "Then," said 
Warra nt 'Officer William Aut in, one of 
the scout pilots, "we directed arti\le~r 
in on the location and kill ed about 15. 

The enemy soldiers encountered by 
the scouts were a part of a force eS.ll­
mated at 2.000, poised to a ttack FIre 
Suppon Base Dol. Perhap~. f~rced by 
the discovery to hu rry theIr timetable , 

the NVA assaulted the fi rebase before 
dawn o n the 14th . The Vie tnamese 
Rangers resis ted fie rce!): and. artill ery 
and Air Force bomb strlkes ringed t~e 
perimeter with stee l. Aeria l rocket art il­
lery (ARA) helicopter gunships, armed 
with rockets and minigu ns, bro ke up the 
attack ; the fleeing NVA left 287 dead 
behind . 

When the enemy tri ed to hi t LZ DOl 
from long range with 120 mm morl ars 
and 107 mm rockets laler that da y, the 
airmobile scouts again found them, 
adjusting artillery fire o nlO t.hei r pos i­
tions. "The support we rece.'ved fro~ 
the 1st Cav was fan tastic," sa Id Caplaln 
Frederick l. Kuhns, U.S. advisor with 
the range r battalion. "We got everything 
we asked for without hesita ti on." 

This engagement, thL. first .~a!o r 
contributio n by the 1st Cavalry DIVIsion 
(AirmObile) since it left its o ld area 
of operation s in r Corps a nd took 

up pos itio ns 50-70 miles north\\ cst of 
Saigon, demonstrated the abil ty of an 
airmobile unit to cOnlrol great stretches 
of coun tryside. 

Rather than phys ically occu py its 
areas of responsibility in Sinh Long, 
Phuoc Long, Tay t'inh, and Binh 
Duong Provinces with ground troo ps­
wh ich would have been impossible­
the 1st Cav built a string of flrebases 
a long 100 miles of border. h controlled 
the space in betwee n with arti lle ry. 
gunships, a nd patro ls inserted qu il.:k ly 
from the air. The success o f these lal.: lics 
was shown by the nwn: than 2,600 
enem} killed by the SkY1roopers during 
the period Oct. 31 [0 Jan. 3 t. 

Thc 1st Cav's denial program has been 
an ovcrwhelming suc..:e~s, collecting 
more than 640,000 rounds of sfila ll arms 
ammunition and almost 120 tons of 
rice. 

Remo te forest areas previously used 

Troops of the I Sf Cavalry Divisiol1 (A irmobile) fOil/hal assallil info a rice paddy 

by the enemy as bases were pene trated. 
His infiltration routes from Cambodia 
were interdicted . Caches of weapons, 
food, and ammunit ion were captured . 
The resu lt of a ll thi s was increased 
security for Sa igo n. 

The 1st and 25th (nfanlry Divisions, 
whil.: h had previously patrolled the 
border , were ab le to provide denser 
coverage closer to the ca pita l. Thus. 
the overall defense posture o f the HI 
Corps Tactica l Zone improved . 

The 1st Cav made il s initial combat 
assault in III Corps on OCI. 3[, The 3rd 
Brigade operated from Quan Loi in 
Binh Long Prov ince, while the 1st 
Rrigade se t up a base near the city of 
Tay Ni nh . During thc division's ra pid 
move, elements of the 2d Brigade 
remained JU St sout h of the Demilitarized 
Zone, fighting o n a front 550 miles 
away, before flying so uth on f"0\'. 7 
to occupy positions between the other 

two brigades. The di visio n' s more limn 
400 heli..:op ters, which helped make 
this deployment p(lssible, airlifled men 
and supplies int o the jungle outpost s. 
By :-Jov. 9, the division had already 
accounted for 109 enemy dead. Charlie 
was feelin g the pinch. 

After the ballie at Fire SUPP0ft Base 
Dot the lSI Cali Div ision punished the 
enemy in heavy fighting throughout 
November. La rge. bunker complexes 
stocked with ammunition were UIl­

covered in the areas o f contac t, prin~ 
cipally around Loc :"J lnh and along the 
Sa igon River. 

Major Harold M. Ca rter, I Sl C<lV 
psyc ho logical o peratio ns ollice r, COill­
mented, "Once they have been hit , and 
hit badly, they are vulnerable to what 
we have to say. They've seen Il)e Cobras 
and felt the artillery a nd B-~2 strikes 
blowing all around them and they kno w 
tha t theyca n'tjllst wa lk in and takeover 
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the way they were told by Hanoi." 
He reported that the number of defect­
ing North Vietnamese soldiers has 
increased sharply. 

With major enemy units being driven 
away from population centers, the 
sit uation improved for pacification 
programs. The 1st Philippine Civic 
Affa irs Group Vietnam (PHILCAGV) 
in Tay Ninh Province has taken advan­
tage of relative security to build roads, 
stock a demonstration farm with live­
stoCK, and send mobile dental and 
medicaL teams throughout the province. 

In January. military successes eon­
tinued. During the period Jan. 5-12, 
between 30 and 60 enemy were kiUed 
daily by the cava-lrymen. One of the 
largest arms caches of the war, estimated 
at 18 tons, was found near Tay Ninh 
by the 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry on 
Jan. 23. 

J st Brigade elements moved south 
into Hau Nghia Province to carry out 
joint "Nav-Cav" operations with the 
Navy's River Divisions 553 and 554. 
Using patrol boats and helicopters, 
they searched oul the Bo Bo Canal 
network and the Vam Co Dong River, 
curtailing the enemy's infiltration of 
men and suppJies by water: 

In all operations, helicopters­
ranging from light egg-shaped observa­
tioll craft to Flying C ranes capable of 
lift ing a 155 mm howitzer-plaYed a 
major ro le. Airmob ility helped the 1st 
Cav and ARVN elements beal the Viet 

Cong in a race for the inhabitan ts of 
the Montagnard village of Bu Nho in 
Phuoe Long Province. 

Early one November morning, 15 
people from the village walked into the 
province headquarters. They told the 
province chief that the enemy was 
going 10 dra ft the men of Bu Nho and 
take them into the mountains to dig 
bunkers and haul supplies. "We have 
only 48 hours to prepare," they said. 
The province chief asked the 1st Cav 
for assistance. 

Following an a rtillery and tac air 
preparation on the jungle around the 
village, ARVN assault troops. flown 
in 1st Cavalry Division ships, were 
inserted . They set up a cordon around 
the village to secure it and moved in. 
The Montagnards were waiting in their 
houses. The province chief directed the 
loading of families, livestock, and 
belongings onto big CH-47 Chinooks. 
More than 1,000 people were trans­
ported to a temporary camp Qear Song 
Be, province capital, by nightfall. 
Though .saddened at having (0 leave Bu 
Nho, they considered it far preferable 
to the hardships oLforced labor. 

Meanwhile, (he men of the 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmo bile) are busy 
turning the dense forests and rubber 
plantations of northern HI Corps into 
"Cav Country", JUSt as, they had pre· 
viously done in the mountains of I 
Corps a nd the highland valleys of II 
Corps. 

'ST CA.Y 

(Ahore) Smoke shrouds fhe ha{/le/ieJd as Is' Cal' Iroupers fight in a homoscarred area. 
(Left) Absence of a LAnding zone is 110 prohlem 10 man rappeling from helicopter 
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by Specia.list 4 Randy Furtick 

putting the bang back in worn-out 
175 mm guns is tricky bus iness, but 

two memb~rs of an artillery m"linlen­
a nce cont ac t learn manage thi s lask­
and they do il in the middle of enemy­
infested War Zone C. 

These men keep the big guns firing 
at a remOle fire suppOrt base in Tay 
Ninh Province, 60 miles northwest of 
Saigon. 

Artillery Fire Suppon Base Saint 
Barba r:! is si tua ted fOUf miles nonh of 
N Ul Sa De n (Black Virgin Moumain) 
in cemr<i l Tay ~illh Province only 20 
miles from the Cambodian border. 
The big gUlls at SainI Barbara keep the 
enemy from taking over the remote 
Spe!..:ial Forces advised Civilian Irregu­
lar oerense G roup (ClOG) outposts 
moniloring the enemy. 

Saint Ba rbara was built o n [he foun­
dations of an old French fort. The 
original fo undation and parts of o ld 
French bunkers can sti ll be seen in the 
gr;lss around the perimeter. 

The small e leme nt , referred to in 
logis lil'a l jargon as an Artillery M:ain­
tenance Conta\,:t Team, keeps the big 
howitzcrsof"A" Battery, 2nd Baltalion, 
32nd Artille ry, firing day and night. 

Far from their ma inte nance unit at 
Tay )Jillh, two men, Specialists 4 C ha r­
les Dyson and J oh n D. J o nes from the 
5 4 8 t~ light M a intenance Company, 
prOVide (he technical assistance needed 
10 keep the g uns performing perfectly. 

Overlook ing the compound, which is 
surrounded b) barbed wire a nd jungle, 
s its the mnuntain-Nui Sa D(n. "At 
night ,'- Dyson said , "yo u can see 
nashes of light on Ihe s lopes from the 
Viet Co ngo Sometimes, when the eight­
inch hO\-l.-itler is fIring at the mo un ta in 
during the night , \I.e sit and watch the 
impact of the rounlls. It's ju st like the 
Fourth of Jul y." 

They ha\e lillie time, howcver, for 
watch ing whe re the rounds a rc going. 
"\\,~'rc m o re intcres led in gelling the 
round Ollt of the lUbe properly," J ones 
con tinued. 
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Contact Team 
Super Gunsmiths Keep 

the Big Guns Firing 

Even o n "s low"' days the two men 
visit the gun sec tions and consult with 
Ihe gun crew members o n mainh:nance 
prob lems. Often the y le nd a hand in 
so lving difficult repair problems. 

One of their majo r jobs is changing 
the tubes of'})." Ba ttery's three 175 mm 
g uns statio ned a t Saint Barba ra. Each 
of the tubes mus t be changed after 300 
rounds have been fired at full powder 
load. Acco rding to " Pa pasa n," D yson 's 
nickname, "We c hange hetwccn six 
and nine tubes a mont h· .depcnllin g 
on the number of missions fi rell."' 

Until las t Sep tcmber, th is was a 
comparative ly simple operatio n. T wo 
wreckers were brought up the road 
from Tay Ninh to assist in the tas k. 
lately, ho wever, Viet Cong movemc nt 
in Ihe area has made il impossible to 
make the (rip regularl y. 

But the (ubes have to be changed o n 
schedu le. To re place the wreckers, the 
548 th had t .... 'o .. .t\.oo rrames fab rica led 
a t long Binh and How n to SainI Barbara 
b y Flyi ng Cra ne. 

Changing lUbes with an "A " frame is 
risky bus iness. The "A" framcs have 
to be nligned perfectl y, anll the guns 
have to be nl<lneu vered back and fort h 
10 remove the tu be . "We can c ha nge 
o ne of the 14,OOO-po und tubes in abo ut 
five hours," Jones sa id , "as lo ng as no 
problems develop." 

The team's supervisor a nd armor 
officer o f the 548th, \Varrant Officer 
Calvin D. Pa llerso n sa id, " Th is is the 
only team in Vietn:l m that is changing 
tubes with "A U frames, and these 
men have proven themse lves versa tile 
enoug h to handle the situation. 

During a sus tained e nemy mortar 
attack in September, Jones no ted , "It 
lOok us (WO da ys to change a tube . 
We '\orkcd during lull s in the mo rtar 
barrage because the guns had to be kept 
firing, we couldn't afford to have any 
of the guns down ." 

Both men on the lca m are s pecia lists 
in a spec ific ph ase of artille ry re pair. 

D vslln concc lltr.:ltes on the ca r riages 
a rid tracks while Jones is co ncerned 
with the firinl;!. mechanisms and lUbes, 
but Dyson a dded, "We wo rk as a team; 
\\·l1e n o ne o f us needs help in our 
p~Ht ieub r area, the other IS right there," 

Each man was tra ined in hIS diA'e rent 
field and then a :' :il l!ned as a learn to 
p rov ide com[1le(e l';;a inlenance for the 
isolated arlille!"\ lInit. "We take care 
of man)' problems that are supposed 
to be done a t the base camp mai nte nance 
s hop," D)son sa id , "b ut iso lated the 
way \\I·e are it 's hard toslick by the book 
all the l ime."' Quest io ns a re sho\',:e red 
upo n them concerning every thing from 
the different [,wh lems that ca n develop 
in a recoil SVstem to "what in the heck is 
thi s washer t'or?" 

" It's hard fo r (hem to walk ac ross the 
compound without being wa)laid by 
someone wi th a quest io n . "We've been 
well received here,"' ~a id Jo nes. "When ­
ever we need help- \\helher on the guns 
or in o ur sho p- the re are al ways many 
willing hands. " 

N o rmally a lea rn spends on ly s ix 
mo nths away from their pa re nt unit . 
AI Tay )Jinh, ho wever , Dyson and 
Jones vo lunteered 10 stay umil June , 
when they will rOlilt e to the Stales. 
", lik e it o ut here ," J o nes said. "The 
heat doesn't bother me too much, a nd 
it 's fascinating 10 wo rk on the big 
guns. " 

.. And the time seems to pass quicker," 
Dyson added. "There's plenty to do, 
so we do n ' t get bored." 

\Vith a range o r mo re than 20 miles, 
the big 175 mm howitzers of '"A" Bat ­
tery provid~ close support for a llied 
operations in the a rea. They fire around 
the d ock giving C ha rli e little re5(. Once 
the guns firell mo re than 200 rounds in 
twelve hours providing close support 
for a Specia l Forces unit. D uring o ne 
wee k o f heavy support e ngagements. 
the team changed o ne of the 175 mm 
lUbes twice in sTx days. With an m erage 
of 3,000 rounds fired each mo nth , (he 

two-ma n team works long hou rs to 
keep the guns firing. Rarely is a gun 
down for more than fi ve ho urs. 

All the spa re parts and su pp lies for 
the contac t leam have to be flown in from 
Tay Ninh . Every day Ihe big C hi.nook 
can be seen coming and going to Saint 
Barbara. " 'f we need a part for the 
guns," Dyson said, "we can usuall y get 
1\ w ithin a matter o f hours." Once a 
month the road to the base camp is 
usua lly opened to bring in 175 mm 
re placement tllbcs. 

A native o f Ohio, Jonts work.ed as 
a forklift opera tor befo re coming into 
the Army. "The first night 'l spent here," 
he said, "r woke up and fo und a fri~ndl y 
rat had c rawled into the sa( k wi th me." 

The ot her half o f the team, D)·so n, 
was an oil pumper in his home town of 
M o ntgomery , La , 

The 548th su ppo rts fi ve artillery unit s, 
however, "A" Baller), at Saint Barbara 
is the o nl y o ne with a res ident contact 
team . The ol hers, served by a roving 
team, don't know what they are 
missing. 

TI,e big gUlls require COu<i/(IJlf /}/{/inrenollce 
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Saigon University 
Today's Students Are 

Tomorrow's Leaders 
by Speciali..t 4 Ken Rein,ric". 

In the ever-changing world , cu rren t affa irs move with the fo rce and 
turbulence of a monsoon downpour, and modern students are 

taking an active part. T hey are ignoring the ancient adage "children 
shou ld be seen and no t heard"- the university studen ts of Vietnam 
are no exception. 

Much of the improvement in Vjetnam 's educational system can be 
attributed to the teachers and instructional facilities at Saigon Uni­
versity. 

The universi ty has come a long way in its quest to establish a sou ad 
program of higher educatio n but there is still a lo t to be done. 

C:l,.t" E I,. ... ND 
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When trac ing the history of Saigon 
Univer!;ity , il is easy lO lose track of it s 
deve lopme nt . Like an evasive fugiti ve . 
the unive rsit y has changed it s name and 
loca l io n numero us times. 

Founded in 191 7, under the name of 
"The Indochinese Uni ve rsity", Viet­
nam's first institution of higher educa­
ti on was loca ted in Hanoi, then the 
country's capita l. For several decades, 
French a nd Vietnamese leachers worked 
toget he r in an effort to establish an 
effic ient educational program at the 
unive rsit y. 

Relations be tween French colonists 
and Vietnamese soon became strained. 
Under the guise of "Nationalism", Ho 
Chi Minh and his Communist-led 
coaliti o n group began a purge of all 
foreigners in northern Vietnam. The 
result was the Indochina War, 

In 1949, following a cultural agrec­
ment bel ween Vietnam and France, [he 
Lniversity was convened into a Franco­
Vietnamese instilUti on called the "Uni­
versity of Hano i", The agreement was 
strictl y '\::lJ ltural", however, and the 
Indochina War still raged, 

The Universit y had its share of 
problems, War makc~ it impossible to 
function with tilc harmony necessary 
for the educ;"lti0n o f youth, 

In 1954, after eight yea rs of bitter 
fighting, the French were defeated' at 
Dien Bien Phu by the Viet Minh , The 
result was a truce agrecmem between 
[he Frenc h high co mmand and Ho Chi 
Minh's People's Army high command, 

Under the new agreement, a Demar­
ca li on Line was drawn between the 
no rthern and southern regions of Viet­
nam, and a free movement period o f 
300 da ys gave people the opportunity 
to make permanent moves from one 
sector to another, 

Vietnamese fleeing communist rule 
poured down into thc relative ly unde­
veloped soulhern half o f the country, 
The mass exodus mea nt many hardships 
and d.isappo intmenls, rn the haste o f 
reloca tion, the flceing Vietnamese were 
forced 10 leave much behind, but they 
worked 10 rebuild their lives and to 
develop the po tent ial of the south , 

Like a mixing bowl , South Vietnam 
awa ited the technica l ingredient s neces­
sary to build a prosperous country. 

Among [hose who migrated south 
were educators who had fill ed pro­
minenl positions at [he University o f 
Hanoi . While Ihese indivi duals were 
well-prepared to launch South Vielnam 
on li S way. they realiz.ed tha t Vietnam's 
future was the responsi bility of its 
youth. 

A universit y was necessa ry to train 
young people in the fields of medicine, 
law, agriculture, arChi tectu re, engineer-

Future doctors swdy in laboratories 



ing, a nd industry. Construction began 
on the new university and jn October. 
1954, Saigon Universit y opened its 
doors to the young people of South 
Vietnam. 

Because . .of lack of space in Saigon, 
it was .unRossible (0 include all the 
faculties (fields of study) under a single 
roof. Instead, Saigon University sprawls 
throughout the capital. With the 
exception of the Faculty of Medicine, 
which houses the School of Dentistry. 
the faculties of Saigon L:niversity are 
located in separate buildings) often 
miles apart. 

The .s tudents of Saigon Univers ity 
now . have the opportunity to attain 
degrees in _various fields ranging from 
phil osophy to pharmacy. Al the Faculty 
of Letters, for instance, nearly 8,()(X) 
students presently receive an educa tion 
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Age is 110 barrier to higher educalioll 

in such courses as hislory, psycho logy. 
foreign languages and literature. 

The future educa tion of Vietnam's 
youth is nOI ignored. At the Faculty 
of Pedagogy (Education), approximately 
800 students are trained for teaching 
careers in the secondary schools of 
Vietnam. Ranging in age from 19 to 29 
years, the students receive a well­
rounded education in the sciences and 
humanities. 

In addition to the courses offered by 
the Facult y of Pedagogy, student­
teachers are d ivided into small groups 
for practice teaching in high schools 
under the guidance of experienced 
teachers. After the practical training, 
the student-teachers are well prepared 
to handle a class a lone. 

Since its outset in 1954, there has 
been a ma rked improvement in the 

educational program at Saigon Uni­
versity. Problems never cease, however, 
and there are still many obs tacles to 
overcome. 

One of the majo r problems stems 
from the French teaching system used 
by the University. Under this system, 
a series of leclu res is given on a cer tain 
subject, but mandalOry attendance is 
nOt required. There is no close relation­
ship between the instructo r and the 
student. Since no assignments o r tests 
are administered by the teachers, the 
only incentive a student has is passing 
the final exams given annually. Without 
guidance, the student wh o must conduct 
his own study program can easily lose 
sight of the final goal. 

In the effort to help Sa igon Unive r­
sity update its teaching system. the 
US Agency for Inte.rnaliooal DeveLop-

ment ( USAID) has launched a IO-year 
assistance program. 

Or. H oward Holland, USAID advi· 
sor fo r higher educatio n in Vielnam , 
says, "The Vietnamese are capable 
educators but are hamstrung by the old 
French sys tem. Learning shou ld be an 
active process, not passive. There should 
be a Jot o f discussion and exchanging 
of ideas between \he students." 

Befo re a ttendance could be m.ade 
mandatory at the University, building 
facilit ies had 10 be improved 10 accom­
modate an increase of students. 

Because o f the sho rtage of doctors in 
Vietna m, a top-priorit y project was 
initia led to modernize the Facult y of 
Medicine. Expansion of the Medica l 
School'S labo ratory and building raci l­
ities, underwritten by a ~4.5 milJion 
USAID grant, was completed in I965 . 

Help came from American medical 
educators sent to Vietnam by the 
Amcrican Medica l Association (AMA) 
a nd the American Dental Association 
(ADA). The projec t a lso ca lled fo r an 
updating o f the curriculum and leach ­
ing pract ices. 

The Faculty of Medicine now bo~ sts 
spacious labo ratories and lecture a udi­
toriums capable of accommodating 
thousands o r students. Attendance is 
encouraged by a medical library and 
the modern visual-aid equipment llsed 
by instructors to supplement their 
lectures with movies a nd slides. There 
is a se lf-service cafeteria where students 
can hold info rmal discllssions, exchange 
ideas and help each o ther wi th problems 
that may arise in their studies. 

\Vhile much a tlenti on has been given 
to the Medical School, the other 
Faculties of Saigo n University are 
making gains In the same direction. 
[n the Faculty or Science, for instance, 
a modified c redit·hour sys tem is gradu­
a lly phasing out the o ld French systcm. 

Anotlier problem plaguing Saigon 
Uni versity is what Dr. Tran Anh, the 
Charge d ' Affaires calls the "deadwood 
problem". "If a student is rejected by 
the school he rea ll y wants, he will 
accept anything else to avoid being 
drafted into the Army", explai ns Or. 
Anh. "Their ma in co ncern," he adds, 
"is not with the education they are 
receiving, but with the Army (hey a re 
avoiding." The draft-dodgers lake up 
va lua ble space in the classrooms-space 
that could be filled by students who are 
serious about their education. 

In an effort to so lve the "deadwood 
problem", the G overnment of Vietnam 
revised its draft law. Now a student 
who fails his final exam ination is rarely 
permitted to return the ro ll owing yea r. 
His student deferment is terminated, 
and he is usually drafted into the Army. 
In special cases, however. such as those 
involving illness, he is readmitted to 
Ihe Uni versit y fo r another year. 

The draft has affected Saigon Uni-

versity in more ways than one. S ince 
teache rs are a lso subject to Army in· 
duction , there is a current shortage of 
instructors at Ihe University. While 
some are drafled permanently into the 
Army, Ihe more indispensable instruc­
tors alLend a training camp for nine 
weeks and then re turn to their (eaching 
duties. 

Other count ri es have expressed. coo­
cern ove r the teacher shortage in Viet­
nam. New Zealaod, Canada, Natiooalist 
China, West Germany, and Ihe US 
have seD( professors. 

In addition 10 visiting professors, 
other forms of aid are provided by 
foreign countries. Dr. Earle Hoshall, 
USAID's deputy assistam director for 
highcr education in Vietnam, reports 

that " Many other countries, founda­
tions, and agencies have given various 
types of assistance, such as buildings 
equipment, scholarships, and techmcal 
assis tance. There is little doubt that this 
assistance will continue in the future. 
80th Korea and Japa n," Dr. Hoshall 
continues, "have expressed inlereSt in 
extending additional technical assistance 
to Vietnam." 

Expressi ng his concern for the educa­
lional program at Saigon University, 
Dr. Hoshall concludes, "The caps tone 
of an educational St ructure is the 
university; it's poss ibly the greatest 
fo rce in shaping the lire of a nation. 
At the same time it is the most durab le 
- the most long lasting- of a ll the 
cons ta ntly changing fo rces." 

Expert (raining at the School of Dentistry will improve health standards ill Vietnam 
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A Vietnamese Legend 

C arabao o r water buffalo, their skin a dark bluish-gray 
wi th large, flat horns curving back along their necks, 

have not always been the hump-backed wo rk animal of 
Vietnam. 

Many years ago, the carabao were beautiful , their ho rn s 
long and sharp but they we re shiftless, stole from the ot her 
animals a nd neve r bathed , ca using a terrible odor. 

The ot her animals remained apart from the ca rabao 
beca use of their brute strength and offensive odor. At a 
monthly meeting of a ll the ani mals, the elephant, who was 
chairman, commissioned the tiger to tell the ca rabao to 
"s top ea ting our food, d rin ki ng our water and start helping 
uS with so me of the work ." 

The tiger relayed the elephant's message and told the 
carabao they were "a disgrace to the anima l kingdom." 
To this the grea t bull replied, " Begone with you I Go tell 
your friends if they do nOt like it here to go so mew here else. 
We are no t comm o n a nima ls, we a re mighty beast s. No one 
tells us what to do. If you or your friends bother us aga in, 
we shall destroy you aiL" 

The tiger returned and all the animals prayed to the 
Divine One for guidance. A gent le voice fr om the heavens 
told them, "Animals, you a re right . The carabao have lived 
in disgrace for too long. They have made nO effort to 
change their ways and mu st be pu ni shed . All the tigers will 
attack the carabao herd ." 

The carabao were a sorry look ing sig ht after the batt le. 
Their bea utiful ho rns had been ftattened and bent backwards. 
While they were recovering, the Divine One spoke to them. 
"Carabao, you have been puni shed for your miserable ways . 
From th is time on you shall be beasts o f burden as a punish­
ment fo r you r laziness. You shall be ugly because you 
boasted of you r beauty and you shall wa ll ow in the mud and 
water because of your uncleanliness. Go gi ve yo urselves 
to the nearby farme rs a nd pull thei r plows thro ugh the 
muddy rice fie lds fore ver. " 

A nd so the wa ter buH""alo o r carabao have humped sho ul­
ders, flat useless ho rns and have been wallowing abou t in 
mud and pu lling plows in rice paddies ever since. 
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