


54th 
Artillery 
Group 
Approved recently by the Institute of Heraldry, the 

"Lanyard of Liberty" crest, is a new symbol for 
this proud , distinguished unit. 

The history, mission and mollo of the 54th 
Artillery Group are brightly represented on the cresl. 
Scarle[ (the background) and gold (the lanyard , 
lellering, fleur-de-lis, and leafed V-shaped bamboo 
stalk) are for artillery. The fleur-de-lis refers to 
the units historic World War r service in support of 
French forces at SI. Mihiel, Champagne-Marne and 
Alsace-Lorraine, while tbe bamboo stalk " V" 
depicts the Group's Meritorious Unit Commendation 
for outstanding service in Vietnam. 

Mission is portrayed by the mouth of a cannon 
in the form of a black circular scroll. The center of 
the crest and the group's motto a re similarly 
mission oriented . In that center is the gunner's 
lanyard; appropriate for the duty-first 54th 
Artillery Group. 

The Group traces its heritage back to March 26, 
1918, where it was organized in France as the 
Provisional H owitzer Regiment, 30th Separate Brigade. 
Coast Artillery Corps. Its World War I campaigns 
were conducted under the designa tio n of the 
44th Artillery Regiment. 

Following deactivati on in 1921 , it was reorganized 
and redesignated the 44th Coast Artillery, 
the 54th Coast Artillery Regiment, the 152d Coast 
Artillery Group and the 54th Field Artillery Group. 
Activated at Fort Bragg, the unit obtained its present 
designation on June 21,1958, and on June 2, 1966, 
the 54th Artillery Group was selected for V,etnam 
service. 

Assigned to the 54th today are the 7th Bn , 8th Arty; 
7th Bn, 9th Arty; 2d Bn , 35 th Arty; 5[h Bn, 
42d Arty; 6th Bn , 77th Arty and Headquarters 
Battery, 54th Artillery Group. 

The "Lanyards of Liberty," the guns of the 
54th Artillery Group, are helping achieve that liberty 
in the III Corps Tactical Zone of Vietnam. 
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Paul Savanuck, a quiet 
23-year old speedy five, ap­
proached me a while back 
with a story and some photo­
graphs. He wanted the 
article printed, he said, be­
cause his outfit didn1t get 
much publicity. His story 
begins on page 16, but Paul 
will never get to see it. H e 
was killed during recent 
actions near the DMZ on one 
of his First assignments as a 
Stars and Stripes correspond­
ent. This issue is dedicated 
to his memory. 

Saigon's Pasteur Institute 
(cover photo by Sp/ 4 
Holmes) has been a vital 
link in the struggle against 
the many diseases of Viet­
nam's subtropical climate. 
See story on page 10. 

The rear cover, by 
Sp/ 4 Wood, depicts a Cao 
Dai demon faithfully watch­
ing for evil spirits on the 
steps of a temple in Tay 
Ninh. A province of equisite 
natural and man-made beau­
ty it is, nonetheless, a forest­
ed battlefield pockmarked by 
bomb craters. Sp/ 5 Arnold 
Braeske paints an informa­
tive picture of progress and 
problems in Tay Ninh on 
page four. 
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Old£nemy 

MALARIA Stages New 

by Captain CeQ/go Cox 

T he malaria- infected Anopheles mos­
quito is on the prowl again caus­

ing m2-ch concern among public 
health officials. And according to Dr. 
Edward Vanderhoof, Civil Opera tions 
and Revolutionary Development Sup­
pOrt (CORDS) public health chief, 
"instanceS of malaria in the III Corps 
Tactidlt Zone (Ill CTZ) have rough­
ly quadrupled in the past year. 

"Although the largest increase in 
malaria occurred in Gia Dinh and 
Long An Provinces, 'he enlire Corps 
area has 'been affect~d. There have 
been a number of civilian cases in 
Bien Hoa and even at the National 
Police Training Center in Vung Tau." 

Or. Vanderhoof emphasized that 
there was no known way of eliminat­
ing malaria altogether, " ... but we are 
able 10 take suffic ient conlrol measures 
in the form of 'suppressive drugs and 
mosquito eradication programs to 
prevent a major epidemic." To dale, 
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heallh officials of the Government of 
Vietnam (GVN), through the use of 
trained malaria cont rol learns, have 
been successful in preventing such an 
epidemic by concentrating on areas 
with a high density of the disease . 

These teams teach the loca1 
populace to recognize the symptoms 
of malaria. They give instruct ions on 
the use of drugs, mosq uito nets and 
repellents, and demonstrate ways of 
destroying mosquito breeding places. 

Offensive 

Dreaded carrier of the malaria 

parasites- the female 

Anopheles mosqUIto 

"Malaria control and the threat 
posed by a potential malaria epidemic, 
represent the most serious problem 
faced by public heallh officials in 111 
CTZ South Vietnam today," Dr. Van· 
de rhoof remarked . 

An additional reason for the doc· 
tor's strong feelings is the sudden in· 
flux of the falciparum type malaria , 
a strong and deadly varie ty. During 
the early 1960's the World Health Or­
ganization (WHO), under the spon· 
sorship of the GVN, eliminated 
falciparum malaria from most of the 
provinces in South Vietnam. 

But falcipa rum malaria was left un· 
checked in other countries of Indo· 
china including North Vietnam . "To~ 
day there is strong evidence to sup· 
port the faci that North Vietnamese 
soldiers are a prime reason for the 
increase in falciparum. We know it 
exists in vast amounts in the jungles 
of Laos and Cambodia along his ( the 
enemy's) orimary infiltration route as 
well as in his homeland," explained 
Vanderhoof. 

"The NV A soldier does not have 
the preventive protection of chloro­
quine ' primoquine, and dapsone," CweJl­
known by allied troops in pill form) 
and consequently,. "when an infected 
mosquito bites him, he becomes a ca r· 
rier." In some provinces, test s have 
indicated as much as 80 per cent of 
the malaria cases to be falciparum, 
while vivax, previously the most com­
mon, accounted for only 20 per cent. 

Malaria has baffled scholars, sc i­
entists a nd the US Army for centuries. 
Late in the 1900's a team of doctors 
working with the Corps of Engineers 
di scovered that the female Anopehles 
mosquito was the carrier of malaria 
and yellow fever. This discove ry and 
the effective control program that fol­
lowed enabled the construction of the 
Panama Canal to proceed. In the 
Spanish-American \Var C 1898) more 
soldiers were casualties of malaria 
than of the enemy. And today in 
South Vietnam, a significant number 
of US soldiers have been stricken and 
11 have died. 

Of the four types of malaria known 
throughout the world only vivax and 
falciparum are common here, and 
both have simi lar symptoms. The vic­
tim feels no reaction for (en to 16 
days, then suddenly develops a high 
fever accompanied by severe chills. 
Heavy sweating occurs as the fever 
breaks, 12 to 24 hours later. Diarrhea 
and backache are also common dur~ 
ing this period . Finally. the individual 
experiences extreme drowsiness and 0 

usually falls intO a deep sleep. The g 
cycle lasts one Or two days and repeats J .. _--

itself until body defenses or drugs Malaria con/rol teams are sent 10 areas with a high density 0/ the disease 
arrest the parasi tic condition or until 
the cond it ion arrests the victim. 

The vivax patient can be expected 
10 recover in a much shorter period 
of time than Ihe victim of falciparum; 
the disease cycle is usually shorter 
and less intense. However, relapses 
of a weaker nature than the original 
vivax seizure are common, whereas 
the faJciparum victim can be back 
on his feet in a month with no fear 
of a relapse, if complications do not 
set in. But complications are numer­
ous and are the major cause of death 
or permanent health impairmenl. 

Fa1ciparum malaria may invade 
the vict im's brain and cause coma and 
irrational behavior. YeL other known 
complica tions are jaundice in the liver. 
anemia and Blackwater Fever in the 
kidneys. In the latter, urination is 
virtually impossible and a kidney 
transplant is needed to save the vic­
tim's life . Modem medicine will 
normally prevenl death, but first-rate 
hospitals and medical attention in the 
far off hamlets and townships of 

South Vietnam are about as scarce as 
trans plantable kidneys. 

Only the female Anopheles mos· 
quito causes malaria . The male feeds 
on vegetation, the female on the blood 
o f humans and o ther animals. She 
st rikes most often al night, injecting 
her narrow proboscis into the skin 
drawing blood from one of the two 
tubes in it. With the other tube she 
injects sa liva containing the malaria 
parasites which ente r the blood 
stream and begin lunching on vital 
red blood cells. This saliva injection 
causes the familiar itchiness following 
a mosquito bite. 

To the naked eye the Anopheles 
looks like any other mosquito, but 
there are two visible distinctions from 
the OIher primary species of mosquito· 
Ihe Cu lex and the Aedes. These are 
its black~spolted wings and its habit 
the skjn of its victim when st riking. 

But the importanl differences are 
of arching its tail at a 45 0 angle to 
inside. Of approximately 29 known 

varieties of the Anopheles mosquito 
family, nine are capable of nurturing 
the malaria parasites inside and trans­
ferring them to innocent bystanders. 

Foremost among preventive meas­
ures is the familiar malaria pill. The 
or~nge chloroq.uine·primoquine pill 
bUilds body reslstance against vivax 
while the while dapsone "daily" pili 
takes action to prevent falci parum . 
Chances of becoming ill are Con­
siderably lowered . if these pills are 
taken as prescribed. But mosquito 
nets, repellents, and insecticides are 
a lso effective in . Jowering exposure to 
blood-seeking molsquitoes. 

Whether or not a serious problem 
of epidemic proportions occurs dur~ 
ing the upcoming monsoon season 
when incidents of the disease normal ~ 
Iy rise, is only conjecture. Health 
officials though, hopeful thal the cur­
rent trend will be revened, are still 
prepared for the worst in case the 
rate continues to accelerate. 



Tay Ninh Province 
Rice, Religion and Forest Battlefields 

by Specialist 5 Arnold BraeIke 

I n many ways Tay Ninh Province 
resembles a huge, isolated forest 

batllefteld. Tt is 65 per cem foresled, 
surrounded on lhree sides by Cam­
bodia, and has two major infillration 
routes into Vietnam. The northern 
half of Tay Ninh (War Zone C) is 
so thick ",jth trees , and enemy un!ts. 
that it has been designated a free­
nre zone; a nything that moves is a 
target. 
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This northern region is populated 
only by Green Beret-advised Vietna­
mese unit s. a few sea tiered U.S. bat­
talio ns m(lking sweeps through the 
thick brush, and the ever presen t Viet 
Congo The handful of sa ndbagged 
America n fire suppOrt bases in this 
a rea repea tedly have come under hu­
ma n wave ground a llacks thai have 
lef! dozens o f e nemy dead o ut s ide 
the barbed wi re. 

Go Da/{ Ha townspeople enjoy lunch near an RF compound 

Farther south . Americans know 
Tay Ninh as the s ite of VC-infes led 
Nui Ba Den mountain, the scene of 
bloody ambushes on the Saigon-Tay 
Ninh truck convey route, and as the 
province that houses the Boi Loi and 
Renegade W oods. 

Tay Ninh Province, though, is also 
the home of 307,000 people. Group­
ed primarily in the sou th-central re­
gion many of these residents aban­
doned thei r lands in oUllying areas 
because of dangerous living and 
\\."o rking conditionS. 

Now they farm sma ller pLots in this 
pacitled area and a\'ia il the outcome 
of the ,,,ar ralling around the m . 
E ight y-five per ce'nt "O f the po pulation 
live in thi s area ~ two- thirds of them 
are fa rme rs. 

Prior to J 700, Tay Ninh was a 
part of Cam bodia and was known as 
RodielJlI'aty, Or "Gardw of the Ele­
phants." At the turn of the 18th 
century it was annexed by Vietnam. 
Tn 1871 it was made a province with 
Tay Ninh C ity later becoming it s 
capi ta 1. 

In Tay Ninh's recent history no 
group has had more political power 
than the 200.000 Cao Oaiists living in 

the province. Founded in Saigon in 
1926, Cao Daiism is a mix ture o f 
the leaching of Confucius. Lao T se, 
Buddha and Jesus C hri s!. Some of il s 
lesser religious sa ints include Trang 
Trinh , a 16th cenlUry Vietnamese 
poet. Sun Yat -Sen, leader of the 1911 
Chinese ReVOlution. and Victor 
Hugo, F re nch novelist and poet of 
the last century. 

Tay Ninh became the seat of the 
Cao Da; re ligion in 1933 with the 
const ruction of the Great Temple at 
Long Hoa jus t outside Tay Ninh City. 
Since that time, the relig!pn has ex­
erted great political inAuence in Tay 
Ninh. At one lime Ihey had an army 
numbe ring 50,000 before i1 was di s­
bande d by Presidenl Diem. 

T oday. ho\,.·ever, the Cao Daiisls re­
s trict their ac ti vi t ies to re ligious and 
c haritable works. Sca nered through­
OUI the province are 46 Cao Oai 
temples, ranging rrom [he magnifi­
cent building at Long Hoa to small , 
c lapboard temples wilh the Cao Dai 
symbol, [he al!-see ing eye, painted 
above their doorways. 

Among the o ther religious groups 
found in Tay Ninh are the Buddhists 
(55,000), Ca tholics (24,000), Pro-

lestant s (450) and Muslim members 
of (he Cham Group (650). 

The largest s ingle col lection of 
Catholics in Tay Ninh is near the vil­
lage o f Cao Xa. The 5,000 Catholics 
the re a re a ll re fugees who fled Nonh 
Vietnam in 1956. They we re led 
south by thei r village pries t, Father 
Du. 

Cao Xa, located five miles west o f 
Tay Ninh Ci ty, is the s ingle most pros­
perous, pro-government vi llage in 
Tay Ninh . Under the direction of 
Father Du, [he residents of Cao Xa, 
both men and \\-omen, guard their 
village perimeter at night and pro­
vide thei r own military security. For 
thi s obstinacy, the village takes occa­
sional mortar fire; the VC though, 
have ceased ground probes on the 
village because' they met with too 
muc h resis tance. Cao Xa is much 
~ore secure Ihan {he resl of Ihe pro­
Vince. 

The general conditio n of the vil­
lages and the people of Tay Ninh is 
illust ra ted by three v iJiages Ihal we re 
the subject o f a govenvnent-sponsor­
ed Accelerated Pacificalion Campaign 
(APC) . The campaign, which las ted 
from N ovember, 1968 until January, 
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Vendor preparillg papaya, a popular drink Fish and bread a/onl! with rice and nuoe man- -fhe standard diet of the provincial folk Selling {ish , pro{ilable but aromatic 

1969, was aimed at freeing selected 
villages fro m Viet Cong control by 
providing intense security and civic 
action. 

Suoi Da, located a t the base of 
Nu i Ba .p~ n. was "a regular sho pping 
center fo r the VC" before the APe 
according to Lieutenant Co lonel Neal 
Brayton, province psychologica l ope­
rations adviso r. "The VC just walked 
in freely · and gOI what they needed . 
The peo-gle feared for their li ves . 
But when secu rity was moved in and 
the road so uth to Tay Ninh City was 
clea red, there was a continuous flurry 
of traffic back and fonh on (he road. 
It hadn 't been a safe road for years." 
And during January, ~ free elections 
were held in Suoi Da fo r the first 
time. 

Mo. Co ng is. a n isolated lumber­
cutting village On the southern edge 
of War Zone C. It was hardly con­
sidered pan of the province by some, 
and had generally been conceded to 
the Vc. The road south to Tay Ninh 
and the lumber markets had not been 
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Suoi Da was " .... a regular 

safe to trave l. But the Accelerated 
Pacifica tion Campaign reopened the 
road and business wi th the lumber 
markets boomed again . Fearfu l of 
losing their COnt ro l over the people in 
Mo Cong, the VC have begun mining 
the road p,nd morta ring the govern­
ment OU IPOs t in Mo Cong to insure 
isolation. 

Binh Thanh, a village of 8,000 peo­
ple, is localed nea r the Angel's \Ving, 
a hea vil y- used infiltration area , two 
miles from Cambodia in the extreme 
sou thern ponio n of Tay Ninh . rn 
spite of its precarious location, Binh 
Thanh has remained strongly anti ­
commun is t fo r yea rs. In an effort to 
sway the reside nts of Binh Thanh, a 
VC ballalion moved into the vi llage 
one day in January hoping that 
America n reta liation would include 
destroying the vi llage with firep ower. 

Having forseen the plan, Amerjcan 

soldiers circled the town on three sides 
and waited. T he VC finally had lO 
leave, givjng a psychological victory 
to the government. Today, n01 being . 
able to either enter the lOWn easily 
or to collect taxes there, the VC have 
taken to mortaring indiscr imina (ely. 

These three villages are Typica l of 
the Tay Ninh towns on the periphery 
of the government-contro lled region. 
But most villages have VC shadow 
offic ia ls a nd feel thei r influence to 
some degree. The genera l policy of 
the government , however, has been 
to transplant people from especially 
dangerous locales-a reas where large­
size enemy uni ts are operating- to 
relatively pacified, safer, po pula ted 
a reas. In Khiem Hanh District, for 
example, there is only one populated 
vi llage Ihat is nOt loca ted direct ly 
next to one of the two major high­
ways that go through the district. 

shopping center for the Vc." 

T here are arguments for and 
aga inst this policy. Although the peo­
ple a re more secu re, their means of 
ma king a living a re impaired, espe­
cially if they a re farmers. 

Rice , Tay Ninh 's ma in crop, is only 
grown during the we t season, and re­
duced lands mean a reduced crop. 
Peanuts, the off-sea son crop, are not 
ex tremely profitable. Tay Ninh pro­
duces one-fourth of Vietnam's manioc 
crop, but the market for man ioc has 
dwindled in recent years. 

Rubber plan tations in Tay Ninh 
are still employing approximately 
3,000 people. The lumber indust ry 
however, cou ld blossom and be even 
more prosperous if War Zone C were 
secure enough to al low lumbermen 
to go in and cut the trees. 

But government and allied agencies 
are working on a ll o f these problems. 
Civi l Operations and Revolut ionary 

Development Suppon (CORDS) 
workers in Tay Ninh ha ve been ac­
tively trying 10 interest local people 
in new fa rming methods and indus­
tries. 

Attempts to introduce more pro­
lein int o the local diet are also being 
stressed. Rabbit , chicken , fish and 
hog raisi ng programs are making 
some initial progress in all four dis­
tricts. Irriga tion projec ts are opera­
tiona l in limited areas since Tay Ninh 
could grow crops 12 months a yea r if 
there were an adequate water supply. 
Demonstra tion farms planted with 
new types of vegetab les have even 
been ini ti ated to teach local fa rmers 
that more tha n one crop can be grown 
a year. 

Mili tarily, Tay Ninh Province has 
seen more action in the past year 
than during any previous perjod . Be­
cause of this increased enemy ac t iv-

ity, Ta y Ninh now has a la rger con­
centration of allied troops than a ny 
o lher province in III Corps, o r in 
Vietnam, for that matter. 

In addition to the 1st Brigades of 
the 25th l nfan try Divis ion and the 
recently arrived 1st Cavalry Division 
(Ai rmobi le), Tay N in h also has the 
1st Brigade of the Vielnamese 1st 
Airborne Di vision. Wo rking wit h 
these three units a re numero uS Civil ­
ian Irregula r Defense Groups (ClOG) 
and nearly 8,0<X) Regional and Popu­
lar force soldiers in 160 locations. 

Tay Ninh is by no means a pac ified 
province. The flak-vest wearing drjv~ 
ers on the Tay Nj nh convoy run con­
tinue to be tense and jumpy as they 
drive through Tay Ninh 's dusty [OWns 
- and the chi ldren don't wave to them 
nearly as much as in other provinces. 

But loday, for mOre Tay Ninh peo­
pJe than ever before, thtre is the 
option of living in a secu red area and 
the tangible aSSurance frem the G ov­
ernment of Vietnam that the securi ty 
fo rces wi ll remain there. 
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The Motorized Swamp Buggies 

D elta airboots lip o l'er southern marsh/ands or 40 mph plus! 
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Jet-propelled surfboards zip through marshes and swamps. 

by SpeCialist 5 J'dike West 

Eve r see a motorized surfboa rd with 
maclline 1.!.uns ? You \\' 0 0 ' [ fi nd 

[hem in Southern Ca li fornia, but try 
the Meko ng Delta. 

The a irboats o f Company E. 151 h 
Engineer Ba ttalio n . 91 h Infant ry D ivj . 
sion have ta ken to the maze o f s treams 
a nd canals in the delta a nd have proven 
their worth o n reconnaissance missions 
and in ac tua l combat. 

With flal- bo ttomed, thin fiberglass 
hulls and Jarge rear mounted propeHers , 
the ve rsa tile a irboals trave l the many 
waterways of the delta at speeds up 
t o forty mph. T wo men , an ope rat or 
and a gu nner, maneuver the boal along 
rivers , up cana ls and over spo ngy 
rice padd ies searching fo r Vc. 

Maneuverability is the key 10 Ihe 
success o f the airboats. Two vertical 
·· rUdders,· · mounted behind the propel­
le r ·· f(ln,' · conlro l di rection by deflec t­
ing the s tream o f aIr. The o perator is 
ab le to move the rudders quickly e no ugh 
to enable him to spin the boa t com­
pletel y around in a ra inbow of spray. 

Ironica ll y, thi s un ique ··swamp bug­
gy" slows up in the wa te r. Since there is 
no propeller in the wa le r, the Lycom­
ing 180 ho rsepowe r a irc ra ft eng1ne 
propels the c raft faste r over slick sur­
faces suc h as mud or mo ist rice paddies. 

·' rr is ac tuall y easy 10 opera te," said 
Specia lis t Four Jim L. Co llins. " 'n fac l, 
I could lake someone o ut a nd- just by 
wa lching me- they could learn to dri ve 
it. BUI it lakes a lot of prac tice and 
ex perience to dri\·e it rea lly well." 

The c rews o n the airboa ts travel 
ligh t- eaCh boat has e ithe r and 1'\'1 ·60 
mac hine gun o r (I .50 caliber m:.chine 
glJn mo ur;t ed on the bow. The o perator 
a nd the gun ner wea r noise·dampeni ng 
headsets. Commun ica ti o n between the 
boats is accompli shed by fie ld radi os. 

" H ow the weight is distributed has 

a great effect o n the speed o f (he mach­
ine," sa id Sergea nt Thomas B. Reynolds. 
" Eve n the differe nce betwee n the .50 
ca liber a nd M-60 mac hine gun has a n 
effec t. Put the '50 ' on and it Slow$ U$ 
down. ft al so he lps a lo t if we pos it io n 
the c rew, 10 keep the ir we ight bal­
a nced." 

Noise is a fact of life jn the daily 
o pe ration of the ai rboa ts. But odd ly 
enough, this ca n be an adva ntage fo r the 

SPOt checks keep The 

operato rs. The psychological effect o f 
severaJ lo ud , churn ing swamp buggies 
roaring dow n a narrow waterway can 
be demora liz ing to the Vc. 

The primary job o f the " swamp 
cav(llry" p ll:ttoons or the compa ny is 
reconnaissa nce. Zippi ng through the 
countless streams, cana ls a nd rivers o f 
the Delta , the boats pull surprise c hecks 
o f suspicious sampa ns and provide 
flank sec urity fo r infant ry troops opera t-

ing in a reas nea r waterways. 
One unit thai finds the airboa ts 

ex tremely useful is the long ra nge 
patrol company o r the 9th Divisio n. 
Their opera tions usua lly limited to sma ll 
num bers o f men, are idea ll y suit ed to 
{he use of the airboa t. 

The boats have been used by ma ny 
to se t up in a position overnight to 
wai t for the Vie t Congo A major adva n­
tage of this cra ft for ambush o perat ions 

J 80-horses galloping 

is their a bility 10 leave an area rapidl y 
if contac t should prove too m uch. 

Since their introduct ion into {he 9 th 
D ivis io n in December, 1967, the fiber­
g lass skiffs have taken part in nu mero us 
operations in the delt a. 

Despite their relati vely small s ize, 
the swa mp cava lry platoons a nd the ir 
a irboa ts a re a formidab le \VeapOIl in 
the s trugg le agalns( the elusi ve Della 
Vie t Congo 
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Saigon's Pasteur Institute 
Fighting Disease • the Tropics In 

by Private Fir!fl Class losef Hermann 

On the southeastern outskirts of 
Saigon 125 scientists and techni­

cians are altempting to solve the 
medical problems inherent to life in 
a tropical climate. The exterior, park­
like tranquility of the Saigon Pasteur 
Institute belies the fact that il is located 
in one of the most crowded and strife­
lorn cities in the world. 

The main buildings of the Institute 
seem to make a perfect setting for a 
film about the more genteel aspects of 
life on a French Jubber plantation. 
Their history is interesting. 

French colonials who came to Indo­
china in (he late nineteenth century 
were faced with a double "threat to 
their hold on this (heir newest colony, 
nalive rebels and disease. The coloDial 
government was able to subdue the 
rebels by use of military might and later 
a policy of peace and reform . But 
disease posed a greater problem. 

Disease maintained its tight hold 
over conqueror and subject alike, un­
til the scientific age of research and 
discovery forced it to yield to the 
work of dedicated men of medicine. 

Louis 1'3s leur, perhaps the most re­
spected medical scientist at that time, 
was such a man. Honored by many 
grateful people and governments, 
Pasteur W<JS provided with funds to 
establisMhe Pasteur Institute of Paris 
as a place for research and study. 
Pasteur envisioned that branches of 
the Institute would spread 1O the 
French colonies aroundi the world as 
symbols of France's concern for her 
citizens and for human ity. 

So, in 1890, Albert Caimette arrived 
in Indochina to found the Pasteur 
Institu(e of Saigon. Calmette, who 
studied under Pasleur, established the 
Institute on the grounds of the city's 
Grall Hospital as a research and vaccine 
prodUClio!) laboratory. 
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The benefits of having a medical 
laboratory in the colony were felt in 
it s very first year of existence when 
small pox vaccine was produced from 
research with the native wa ter buf­
fa lo . The unusually long monsoon 
season a year later caused a flood in 
the Mekong Della to the west of Sai­
gon. Great numbers of poisonous 
snakes, escaping ahead of (he risillg 
waters, infested the populated areas 

around Saigon, inflicting the ir deadly 
bites-for which no treatment was 
available-upon the helpless people. 

Working quick ly, however, the Pas­
teur Institute 's doctors were able to 
develop an anti-venom by injecting 
measured amounts of venom into a 
hog's bloodstream where the blood 
built up. antigens to the foreign malleI. 
Blood extracted from the animal 
was then refined and injected into 

Test samples provide fuel for the Insrirufes research 

Volumetric a/Jparalus 
are used Jor 

exact measurements 
-a must in micro­

biological work 

people biuen by snakes saving cumer­
ous lives . However. the Institute's 
grearest early achievement resulted 
from a Bubonic Plague epidemic 
which , in 1894, claimed many lives 
in Hong Kong but had not yet spread 
to Indochina. 

Bubonic Plague was an old and 
well-documented disease. It s symptoms 
and effects were known, but its cause 
remained a mystery until Dr. Alex-



ander Yersin travelled from the Saigon 
Jnstitute 10 H ong Kong and brought 
back plague speci men materials from 
which he was ab le to isolate the 
plague germ, later called pasferrel/a 
peslis. 

Then, in 1895, a branch Institute 
was established in Nha Trang to carry 
Out all research involving animals, 
a task which it still performs today. 
Transferred to Nha Trang, Dr. Yersin 
cont inued his work On plague until 
he was able lO perfect the first inocu · 
Jant agatnst human plague. 

The Saigon Pasteu (' Institute reM 
mained on the grounds of the Grall 
Hospital unt il 1924, when it moved 
1010 the buildings of a former Chris· 
tian BrOlhers sc hoo l on the other side 
of the city. A construction program 
completed in 1926, resulted in a 
building complex fo rming three sides 
of a rectang le bordered by Rue PasM 
reur on the o penside. In a final ex· 
pansion move, Dalat, I SO miles nonh 
of Saigo n, was chosen as (he site of 
the third Pasteur Jnsriwte in 1936. 

In the years that fo llowed, the Pas· 
leur Institute's activities were closely 
tied to the ups a nd downs of France's 
positio n in world polilics. 

The [nstitute's direcloq' remained 
in French hands until 1957, when it 
was taken ove r by the three year old 
So uth Vietnamese government. Pre· 
sently it is organized as a publ ic insti· 
tUllo n receiving a 16 million piaster 
yea.rly grant from the government, 
which is further supplememed by an 
agreement to sell all its vaccine to the 
Department of Health. 

Due to increased American involve­
ment in South Vietnam a new role as 
an "assay office" fo r the United States 
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Age:ncy for Interna li onal Develop­
ment (USA1D) projec ts, has been 
thrust upon the Paqeur LnstilUte. Ac­
cording to Dr. ~ugyen-Yan Liem, 
USAJD advisO(' to the Jnstitule, once 
USAID decides to SllPPOr! a Vietna­
mese industry it sends samples o f the 
raw malerials o r by-product s to the 
Institute for chemical eval uation. 

Such projects range from breweries 
and dist iller ies (0 soya o il and mono· 
sodium g/ulatHare producing factories. 
In fact, res idue products o f 1110 110-

sodiurn g/lIlanUJ fe were found to ha ve 
a substantial protein contenl and 
could possibly be used as anima! feed. 
This residue, mixed with fish, is now 
undergoi ng exlenSlve feed testing wjth 
hogs and chickens on a farm near 
Tan Son Nhu[ Air Base. 

Part of this increased workload js 
handled by the Labora/orie de La 
Pes/e, established on the southeast 
corner o f the Institute's grounds in 
1964, as a cooperative vent ure with 
a Wa lter Reed Army Hospital re­
sea rch team. One o f the most com­
plete parasitology labora tories in the 
world is housed in this modern facil­
ity. Here, work is being done on 
the age-o ld problems of ma laria and 
plague newly aggra\·,tted by the un­
settling faclOrs o f iigh1ing a war 
a mong a civilian population. 

Another current research projec t 
underway, involves cross-breed ing 
several strains of anophe les mosqui. 
toes to determine if the resulting hy­
brid has a n increased o r decreased 
resistance 10 anti-malarial drugs. 

One experiment closer to yielding 
results involves the trapping o f live 
ral S in various pa rt s of the COUntry. 

The bu bonic plague germs tra ns-

milled through the spleens o f the trapM 
ped rats are surgically removed and 
sent to the laboratory for a nalysis. 
If the laboratory finds the spleen to 
be plague-illfected it a~efls the Sam­
tation agencies in the area the rat 
came from, to step up Its pest contro l 
progra m. In this way the plague cycle 
is broken before it can spread 10 hu· 
mans. 

The Labormol"ie de La Peste a Iso 
hasacomplete collection of snakes and 
insects which a re found In Vietnam. 
A glass lra y about one foot square 
holds a mosquito collection which 
looks more like a pin collection, so 
small a re the mosquitoes on the pin 
heads. The snake collection has sev­
eral Krail, a black snake with white 
markings, (see page 31) which the 
American soldiers call "two steps" 
because " that 's a ll you can ta ke after 
you ge t bitten." 

Still ano ther function served by the 
Pasteur Institute is that o f a pure food 
and drug agency. Since the war time 
economy of South Vietnam has creat· 
ed a shortage in certain food and 
luxury items, this functio n is a most 
important one as well. 

The paralyzing effects of mixing 
petroleum oils with cooking oi l a re 
wel l known, yel a short time ago in 
a province no rth of Saigon, IOxic fish 
were deliberately sold 10 unwary cus­
tomers. That cheap Seagra ms Seven 
or Johnny Walker Red wh ich the 
American soldier bought in Sa igon's 
Cho lon distri ct rna}' have been diluted 
wi th tea if he was lucky, with wood 
alcohol if he was not. 

The Tnstitute serves a functi on in 
these cases also. Samples from cases 
such as these are brought 10 the Insti· 
rute's L aboratorie des Fra lJdes, where 
they are analyzed and documemed as 
ex pert-witness evidence for prosecu­
tion by the Department of Justice. 

T he war's demands upon the Insl iM 
tute have not restricted themselves to 
the fie ld of medicine. Skilled man­
power has been diverted for military 
service from the Institute, noticeable 
by the many }'oung women techni­
cians working a t the Institute. 

However. many positions still re­
main wa iting for qualified personnel. 
'"II is our hope," sta ted Dr. Liem , 
"thai more American scientists wi ll 
come here in a coopera tive study ar· 
rangement similar to the Wa lter Reed 
Hospital participation in the Illslilule 
de La Pes/e." 

Such a n a rrangement would no 
doubl benefit both Americans and 
Vie t.n a mese alike. 

Albert Co/melle. founded illS/lIllie ill 
1890 

She Could Be 

the Girl 

Next Door 

Perky lasses add zesty 

spark to Vietnam 

by Lieutenant Tom Sileo 

Cindy Broyles, blonde, well tanned and 
fidgeting ...... ith her cigarette, sat back 

and said ~miling, "You know, ...... e' re the 
only people in Vietnam who have fun 
jobs. We have fun every day.'-

The "we" refers to Ihe 24 Red Cross 
"Dough nut Dollies" working in the 111 
Corps area as pa n o f the Red Cross's 
Supplemental Recrea tional Activities 
Overseas (SRAO) prog('am . The pro­
gram itse lf began in Vietnam in 
J 965 at the request o f Gen W. C. 
Westmoreland and b}' an ag reement 
between the Department of Defense 
a nd the American National Red Cross. 

SR AO's job, according to Miss QUlDn 
Smith . its affable d ireclOr o fficed at 

Ok/ahoma's Darlene 
S ellers hosiesst!s 

011 earl)' morlling 

"guessillg game." 

MACY Headquarters In Saigon, is '·to 

ass ist the milita ry with morale programs 
for members of the a rmed forces serv­
ing in overseas areas: ' And the girls, 
through planned and self-directed recrea­
tion are accomplishing Iheir mission. 

The SRAO girls are quite specia l. 
They come from Ma ine to Hawa ii and 
each is a single college Sraduate be­
tween21 aod2S. Before accep ted for ser· 
vice in Vietnam, they afe int e rvie\\'~d 
by their nea ('est Red Cross office. 
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Checks are made into thei r educational 
backgrounds, their likes and dislikes 
and their reaso ns for wanting to become 
SRAO volunteers. Once selec ted to 
se rve the normal o ne }'ear tour o f du ty, 
the girl s are given a tWO week o rienta­
tion o n Vjemam and recreational pro­
grams in Washington, D,C. 

Once jn country, the girls receive 
ano ther o rientation in Sa igon where 
they are shown the "big pic ture" of 
SRAO, Vietnam. Then it's off to work. 

In South Vietna m there are 110 girls 
working at 17 loca tions from Phu Bai 
to Dong Tam. At each office, a military 
unit se rves as sponsor to lend a helpful 
hand and keep an eye o n the girls' 
welfare, In III Corps the girls wo rk 
from Long Binh , Cll Chi, Lai Khe and 
Bien Hoa o ffices and are spo nsored by 
If Fie ld for ce, 25th Infantry Divi­
sio n, the 1st Infantry Division a nd the 
20th Engineer Brigade respecti ve ly. 
Each III Corps office has six girls super­
vised by a unit director. 

The most commonly asked question 
of the girls is ··Why did you come here ?" 
and the answers naturally va ry. Doreen 
"Smiley" Miley, unit direct or o f the girls 
at Long Binh, came because it ga ve 
her '·a chance to be patriotic, to ga in 
some self-confidence and to mature." 
The UniverSity of Alabama gradua te 
also added, " 1 love to tra vel and this is 
a golden o pportunity to see things and 
meet people. And bel;eve me, J've met 
quite a few interesting people !" 

Another girl , Karen Melgaard , unit 
director a l Cu Ch i, has a brother who 
was a medic with the 10Ist Airborne, 
She came to Vietnam because "While 1 
was teaching sixth grade in Berkeley, 
California, the war upset me. I bega n 
thinking, 'What are the peo ple at home 
do ing for the Iroops here?' I thought 
tha t the prese nce of women could help, 
so here I am." 

An e;( -probation o fficer in San Ber­
nadino Valley, Ca lifornia, Cindy 
Broyles, now at Cu Chi, didn't want 
to settle down and was curious as to 
what wana·ppening here, She has, as 
do almost a ll the SRAO girls, an 
unquenchable thirst for ad venture and a 
serious concern fo r people. So now she 
works in a JTay wooden building a t Cu 
Chi, the Jioo r of which is adorned with 
a glowing !5sychedelic daisy. The wa ll s 
are draped wit~h quotatio ns from Pea­
nuts. 

BOIh permanent recrfa ti on centers 
a nd clubmobile service! is given by 
SRAO to military pnsonnel where 
security permits. And security permits 
[he " Morale Molls" to tra vel ex tensive­
ly. From their choppers and jeeps, the 
girls cover an average of 30,000 miles 
monthly a nd see approximately 60,000 
men a week 

While no official office ho urs are kept, 
the girls' day usually begins a t 9 a.m. 
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Darlene alld Pal Coulston relax berwt'J'n ~·tops- IlICTZ " Dollies" 

with the first ·' run". Stopping at various 
units for an hour al a time, they super­
vise games , se rve chow, distribute 
'"sho rHimer" calendars, chat with the 
men, read 10 hospita li zed GJ"s and act 
as morale boosters in general. 

'"Just seeing a living, breathing 
American female makes it a little nicer 
for the guys out there digging foxho les ," 
according to Smiley. "And we work 
with men from all types of units big 
and small. " 

But the job isn' t always easy. The 
initia l G .T. reactio n when a pair of 
}\merican Red Cross girls come into a 
mess hall with a bag of props is often 
one of skepticism. At limes, due to a 
lack of interest, a changeover of per­
sonnel or a lack of publicity the groups 

o f soldiers Ihal {Urn out fo r their vi sits 
a re small, but it doesn't dampen the 
girls' enthusiasm. Most of the VOIUD­
teers are good leaders and strong willed 
enough to accept the challenge of their 
job. Res ignations a re almost "nil" even 
though the contract which the girls 
sign is more morally than legally bind­
ing. 

Working in pairs and changiog home 
bases every three or four mo nths, the 
girls, usually self-conscious and appre­
hensive at first, end up whistling and 
shouting back at fun-loving soldiers. 
Most feellhat being in Vie tnam cha nges 
them in some ways. Tolerance and a 
sense o f humor become predominant 
anributes but, strange as it may seem, 
no pronounced politjcal convictions are 

ol'eroge JO,OOO miles mOllthly 

form ed. They come to help the troo ps, 
not to debate the wa r. 

Maine's gift to the SRAO unit at 
Bien Hoa is 22-year o ld Linda Ba d of 
Soulh Po rtland. Linda, o ne of Bien 
Hoa's "Koo laid Kids' .. has on I}' been 
in Vietnam a few months but is proud 
to be here. The former congressional 
case worker smi led as she spoke o f her 
fell ow wo rkers. "Of course we girls 
have LO combat the man-hun tin g repu­
tation some men gi ve us. The fact is 
that not many of us ge l married 10 men 
we meet here a t all . One thing is certain, 
however, and that is that almost all the 
SRAO girls are idealistiC and ha .... e a 
sense of adventure': 

One year does no t make a career) but 
it does make for a number of memories 

The girls (abare , lOp and bOflom) elljo)' the social aspects 0/ 
(heir j ob besl 

-some good, some unpleasant. Once 
Karen Melgaard, ha\·ing made an 
inadvertent error in scoring during a G l 
team com petition at an Army hospit a l, 
enlered the hospilal the nex t day to the 
chant of "Here comes the cheater." 
Since [hen she has been known affec­
tio natel y as the "ell Chi Cheal. " 

" Misty" Lettieri, a prelly 23-year old 
brunelle from New York C ity, lists 
last C hr istmas among her fo ndest 
memories. Working ou e of Long Binh , 
" Mis!y" spent C hristmas with the J99th 
Light Infa ntry Brigade. "We sang 
C hristmas ca ro ls near a bunker and 
around a dead , brown C hristmas tree 
deco ra ted with grenade pins , paper 
scraps and beer and soda can ftiptops"· 

The 1st Infantry Division hCl s a lso 

provided some memories fo r Ann 
Spillane 's girls at Lai Khe. One girl 
was asked by a Gl to buy and send a 
doll to his daughte r fo r her birthday. 
She did so and came back- bubbling 
over-to tell (he soldier that the do ll 
was mailed a nd would arri ve in time. 
BUI he had been killed in action that 
same day. 

The year or mor.e which the " Donut 
Dollies" spend in Vietnam is a s unique 
for them as is the time for the t roo pers 
whose morale they try to spice up. So , 
the next lime you hear a soldier ask, 
"Ho", come no donuls ?" or " What are 
you doing in a place like !'his?" he's 
pro bably talking to a Red Cross volun­
teer trying to add a zesty spark to life 
in the fox hole. 
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The Jungle 
Battery 

Sppport for 

the Mobile Strike Force 

16 

From the heart o f the hot ju ngle of 
\Var Zone D. one of those fore­

bodi ng areas known as "Charlie Coun­
try." erupted one of the most explos ive 
combinations of artillery fi re in Viet­
nam. 

The fire is spev.:ed from the tubes of 
Delta Battery, 2nd Ba ttalion , 13th 
A rtillery, a composite 105 mm and 155 
mm howitzer ba tte ry. 

\V ith two types of how itze rs, De lta 

by Specialist 5 P. D. S.>.fUlck 

• 

", 

Banery packs a double punch-Ihe high 
explosive power of the ISS nun pro­
jectile, to penetrate the Ihtck Jungle 
canopy, and the immediate respotl~am.l 
perimeter derense o ft he 105. 

Della Baltery is commiued 10 tht 
direct support of the 3rd Mobile Stnkc 
Force (MIKE), • joinl U.S. -V'."UI· 
rnesc Special Forces command, nntl 
wherever the: fro ublcH,hooling MIK E. 
Force goes, so goes its "jungle baue~" 

The btillery :iM'eeps into 

a new position. 

"The rae that this batter) mo"-es. into 
whal amount$. 10 fIlll.: mort lhan clear­
IQ&S In Ihe jultsle, is a t"'Ilmony to Ih. 
adopI.bUtt)· o( Ihls unit 10 an) combot 
siluat ion.'· according to battery com­
""'"tlcr Culllnin J ph lander. 

This c:us(om-Ullilorcd col;'1lposile bal­
tery (\' hed from the Npcrielli:e of the 
23rd ."' rtillcly Group ,,"d I".3rd Mobile 
Strike 1'",,,,, I" Tuy lnh Pro, incc. 
Thcr~. Ihe 2Jrd Group supplied dil"«l 

.......... .. 
coverage for the MIKE Force in Ihe 
form of a ISS mOl howill:c:r platoon 
ucplo ed in the vicinity of Iln opernllu(I. 

Furm",I)", lhe MIK E F,>r" . hud 10 
depend upo n random 17' nun and 8-
IIIch support . BlIt "tIh 15S·Iubes and 
Q; lJrd Group ro rv.. ard observer fol­
''' ..... Ing Ihe around troops' e\-ery move, 
they got qUicker. nlore 3CCurtile fire. 

It ~ dec,tlcd Ih.I Ih. ~IlK Ec Force 
~huu ld M\'C a lmyellng C-umpanion fo r 





Warer derail resupplies the au/fit using old powder cans s ... " ... .. uc ~ 

operation s in War Zone D , the eastern 
sec lOr o f HI Corps Tac tica l Zone. To 
fhe three high explosive 155 mm howit ­
ze rs, three 105 mm howitze rs were added 
to provide the ra pid, cominuous fi re 
needed fo r the defense of the banerv a nd 
the MIKE Force base o f operations 
aga inst close~i ll ground a l1acks. "Bee­
hive" a nd " Killer Junio r," peri meter 
de fense ammunition peculiar to the 105, 
have prevented ma ny isola ted fire sup­
pon bases fro.m being overrun. 

In effect, to capi rali ze on the separate 
advantagesor'both ca libers for jungle 
operat ions, the 23rd Group created [his 
completely in tegra ted composite bat­
tery. 

To Maj or J~rry Lollar, deputy com­
mander for operations, 3rd Mobile 
Strike Force. the composite battery 
means "FleXibility-with the I5 5's we 
get long-range fire power; with the 10Ys 
we get Immediate response." 

"In reality, what has been created is a 
miniature it)fantry division-our ovm 
task for~e capabili[y. \Vith the artillery, 
we are rndependent, moving anywhere, 
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need ing lillie more (ha n logistica l sup­
pori ." 

Bes ides the tac tica l deviation from (he 
"conventional" ro le o f (he artillery, 
(here a re o ther fea lures which make 
Delta Ba nery un ique. 

The 105 mm bun kers and parapets 
have been bui lt much sturdier than ever 
before in Vietnam because the blasts 
from the J 55 's col lapsed the standa rd 
J05-const ruction s at fi rst. 

Because the two caliber guns come 
from different bat/a lions, the battery 
benefits from the logis tica l suppon of 
two ba tta lions ins tead of one. Also , 
there are no du plIca tions in the banery 's 
chain of command. From the com­
mander to the chie f o f firin g battery, 
there is only one man in each position 
of responsib il ity wi th the a uth ority 
evenly d istributed be tween the two 
pa rticipa ti ng unit s. 

But pe rha ps the most dis tinguishing 
facro r about Delta Ba llery is that the 
men manning the 155's are New Hamp­
shire National Gua rdsmen from [he 
Jrd Batta lion, [97th Artille ry and the 

men on the LOS's are regu lar army 
cannoneers from the 2nd Battalion 13th 
Art(llery. ' 

Odd as this combination may seem, 
G uardsman Sergeant Firs t Class R omeo 
Dup~:)O t , chief of firing battery, sees 
no thmg but "one army unit meshed 
together for a common purpose. " 

This assessment has been echoed by 
such dignitaries as General Ralph 
E. Haines, Jr., Commanding General 
U.S. Army, Pacific, who made a s top 
at Delra Battery during his recent Viet­
nam tour. 

The sign set oU[ at every battery loc­
ation reads: 

D BTRY 
lD BN, 13th ARTY 

2JD ARTY GP 

THE US ARMY'S ONLY 
JUNGLE BATTERY 

DON'T LOOK FOR IT ON A 
TO & E 

IT'S NOT THERE, IT'S HERE 

Nguyen Du 
Supermarket 

A Unique experrence for 
Vietnamese shoppers 

by Lieutenant Tom Sileo 

marketplace .... 

Even in thIS land of co ntrasts, a 
passerby can hardly believe h is eyes 

when he sees 42 Chu Manh Tr inh, 
Saigon. 

Here IS Vietnam's an swer to the sta te­
side A & P, Ngu)len D u Supermarket, 
uniquf in Vie tndm. 

An ~1\oerage of 4,000 Vietnamese do 
their grocery shopping here (.i<dly. 
Complete "'Jlh U.S. imported shopping 
carts, sonl ilillg music and a Ir-condi­
tIoning, Ngllyen Du Supermarket IS as 
differen t from the common Street 
market as filet mignon is from dog food. 
A nd, encouragingly, JI',) o ne of Sa igon's 
biggest h ilS with the people. 

The sllperm~lr ket is actua ll y a pilo l 
project o f the G \iN lO ra ise the ma rke t· 
109 sta ndards in Vietnam a nd to ~t imu · 
la te small Vietnamese businessmen to 
go IO lO the modern supermarket bus i­
ness. 

Only gO lt ernm~nt employees, AR VN 
soldie rs a nd thei r familIes a nd a few 
fi xed income families can shop at Ngu­
yen Du. Membership cards, a ll owing 
one VIsit per day, are issued a nd punched 
as the CUSlOmer en te rs th "!I lOre. 

Movi ng from the srree t lOlo the super­
ma rket is like go ing fr0m one world to 
a no ther. InSIde, the c u.sttll'l1 er can read 

to .... 
the co lorfu l and inst ruc tional pos ters 
adorn ing tile \~·a ll $. And. he ca n relax 
ill the on ly air-cond itioned Vietna mese 
run sto re in Vietnam. 

Choosing from the stock of 1000 
difre ren t ilems, )0 per cen! o f which a re 
locally prod uced, is a welcomed plea­
sure a nd a marked cha nge rrom the 
nu her limited stock of the street m:ukeL 
There's no haggling over prices, no high 
pressure sa lesman a nd, most importa nt , 
no doubt as to the qua lity o f the mer­
cha ndise purchased. 

La id OUI like the big Amer ica n super­
market, Nguyen Du market 's a isles 
display everyth ing from Campbell' s 
soup to duck eggs, from luna fish to 
oxta il , from the Irad it iona l I7IfOC mamto 
colo rful chinaware, 

La rge freezers keep meal and other 
perishab les frozen so that Ihey can be 
packed and sold fresh. Rdrigerated 
" reefer" truck s transport Ihe var ious 
meats from the dock s and Sa igon's 
slaugh ter- house di recllo the store where 
emp lo)'l.!l!s Cui, weigh, wrap a nd price 
il. 

Opened in Oct., 1967, lhe sto re is 
governm~nt n :n and sel~s u ffit-: e nt. It 
operates on ::s profi ts, ye t it s !"' I<ces a re 
low. 
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Aisles display everything from soup to duck eggs 

Mr. Tran Thien A n, a Warram O f­
ficer in the So uth Viet namese Army, 
and the stOTe':> supervisor ex plai ned, 
"The st ore is o pera ted on I he proven 
volume-se lling theory . Selling in quan­
tity mea ns reduction in p r ice yet a profit 
10 Ihe store. A pound ca n o f mackerel 
in sa uce. for ex ample, COStS only 45 
piasters, but onl y beca use \ve :sell a 
large number o f ca ns a Ja )'.·· 

The dady sa les volume o f the sto re IS 

approximate ly SIO,OOO \\ bik the yea rly 
sales are in ~; le v lclnilY 0:" $3,000,000. 
The ave rage shopper spend s a bout 325 
pias te rs a visit. N o l u ~ u ry items are 
stoc ked : and mO') t items a re sold on a 
se lf service basi s. 

Cleanliness a nd COllne~y are Helde­
marks of Nguye n Du. Blue-uniformed 
checkout gi rls. some of the s t o re'~ 
80 employees, ma ll the ei gh t cash regi­
sters <llld pack \\ ha t the ..: us t(ll11c r buys 
in brown paper bag~. 

If the customer ha s a ny suggestions 
he can drop them In a box provided , 
perha ps after ha\lng a re rreshing dnn k 
of ice wa ter rrom the USAID d on ~ t ed 
water fount a in . 

The crowd s o r s hoppcr~ are usua lly 
well dressed a llJ always well behaved; 
the ::;c ... :urity guard has a bo rm[#. jot>. But 
e .... ·n wi th all this, the s tore lsn't the 
o nl y unusual thing a bo ut this ventllre. 
lI S ~ lIper v i.',or is a n oddit y ahu. 

Mr. Tran Thien An is a o ne l11 a ll 
dynamo. He supervises all aspec ts o( 
the stores o peration, makes health 
inspect ions a nd gives adv ice and help to 
each o ( the 42 smaller a nd pn \<l tely 
owned -"superelles", the o utgrowth o f 
the Nguyen Du Superma rket. Mr. An, 
who bolds a mas ter o ( s ... iellce degree 
in re tail :ng from New York Unl\·ers it y 
is the o:lly man in So uth Vietnam wh o 
has an Amer ican degree III re t:: :li:-.g. 

··It takes lime 10 gel the necessary 
eq Uip menl.to s e t up a .',tore, btl! the lack 
of qualified personnel is o ur big.gest 
problem," admits An. "SUI, we have 
ma naged to get -l:! "Supereues" opened 
and tha I' s nC?1 bad progress." 

Obvio usl'l" he has so lved some o ( the 
major pll5bkms. Though mercha ndi s­
ing is extremely difficult in Vie tna m, 
An ha s manage-d 10 obtain 1000 items 
with which to stock Ihe s to re. He has 
impo rted prime inspecle,,1 meats from 
the U.S., Denmark . Japa n and Soulh 
A me rica. One o ( the reasons ror the 
popula ril y or th e N guyen Du Super­
market in (ac I, is Ihat J{ has item s which 
are imposs ible to obtain at the Street 
market. 

Tryin g 10- improve the store's effici­
ency. An hJ. s had stude nt s from Dalat 
Un i\l ersity ' s Schoo l o ( Politics and 
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Management do survey's o n Cu sto mer 
buying habit s, types o f custo mers, good 
and poor sd ling ilems a nd price 
fluctu a tio n. He has sel aS ide Sunday (or 
the employees to shop and has the store 
o pera ting six da ys a week. 

'"The main p ur pose of this entire 
ex periment is not to take business away 
fro m the Viet namese businessma n. 
It's not 10 gove rnrnentlze or monopo lize 
the ma rke t. On the contra ry, it 's an 
example, to sho\\ these bUSinessmen 
thai a mode rn, clean, e ffiCie ntly run 
supe rmarke t \\ ill \vo rk and is beller for 
e ,·eryone. We are trying to entice him 
mto going into thi ~ type of bu siness. 
Vietnam needs Stores like this," empha~ 
sized An. 
Apr:lrer.~ l y Iheexperimenr IS working. 

Plans I ,~ ,)pe n another la rge supe rmar­
ket in the near fUlure a re drawn a nd [he 
ri se in reqlle~ t s (rom people wa nting 10 
o r en "s upereues" is a healthl y sign. 

Besides the initia l o utlay o( money 
involved 10 sel u p a wperelle, Ihe o nl y 
o ther requirem\!l1 t is that the owner be 
Viemamese. Once (he new owner has 
opened hiS store he is given tec hnical 
and prac tica l assi::;tance by the Super­
market Administrati o n and Develop­
ment Commillee , a ra irl y new govern­
n1 ent organiza tion. Th~ commillee the n 
sets up standa rd s for the ne\V store to 
jnsure thai it is ""e ll run and sanit a ry. 

Vietnam is a land o f contraSIS. And, 
perhaps the mos t marked contras t IS 
between the new, mode rn sllpe rmarket 
and the common streel ma rkel. But 
change i .... also a cha rac ter is tic of the 
country and changes. a llnb uta bl~ to the 
new supermarket trend, are alread y 
nOliceable. 

" We are crea ting a team sh opping 
idea amo ng the people ," sa id An . 
"'Already men and women are s ho pping 
togethe r. En tire familIes sho p logether. 
They rea ll y enjoy the a lnlOsphere, 
clea nli ness a nd effii..:iency o ( the s tore." 

Anothe r innovati o n is tha i an in­
c reas ing number o r men are doing the 
sho pping. ""M en , who would never 
think of shoppmg a t the street ma rke t. 
are shoppin g here even during the ir 
lunch hour," added An. 

'Th l!)ex periment will cha nge the Viet­
namese conditions o f marketing," 
co ncluded an optimisti c An . "Meat 
a nd produce will be o ( the qua lit y it 
shou ld be. Prices \\1 11 he kept 10\.\' ." 

In a land where change is someti mes 
nOI readil y accepted , the new super­
marke t idea has caught ho ld . A most 
hea rty a nd encouraging we lco me has 
been eX lended II by the Vie tna mese. As 
o ne of it s innovators commented , ""It's 
a good thing, progress, for our people." 

The new look 0/ lhe cil).' mark~lpIQce? 



Michelin 
Rubber 

Plantation 

by Specialist 5 A.·no/d Braeske 

T he words .. Michelin Rubber Plan­
tation" have an ominous ring 10 

U.S. so ldiers fighting in the III Corps 
Tactica l Zone (llICTZ). Like the 
not o rious places 10 miles away Ho 
80 Woods, War Zone "c." the I ron 
Trian nle- Ihe Michelin Rubber Plan­
tation::> has also exploded with vicious 
fi ghting. 

" The Michelin"' has led a life other 
than Ihat o f a balliefieid. however. 11 
has been a c ruc ial area of Vietnam's 
economv and is one o f the more 
famous: 'French-owned rubber planta ­
tions o f the "Indo-China" era. 

The 35 square miles of rubber 
trees Ihal make up the plantation are 
located a t Dau Tleng, 45 miles nonh­
v.:est o.1-.Saigon. This "-'ooded area, 
ha lfwa y between Cu Chi and Tay 
Ninh, has been a fa vorit e rOUle 
of heavy North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) infillration from Cambod ia 
and a n a.rea of a deeply imbedded VC 
infrastf""O(J.ure. 

In 1925 . however, when the colo­
nial government conceded the planta­
tion a rea to the Michelin Company of 
Plantat ions and Pneumat ICS (Tires) 
o f Vie tnam, the region was lillie more 
than a thick woods teeming Wilh \\i ld 
anima ls. 

Thro uo-ho u\ the la te I 920 's, Tonki­
nese . pe;ple, contracted by Miche lin 
from Nonh Vietnam, cleared the 
brush ofl:. the land that now forms Ihe 
plantation. The J\licl1(~ 1i1l Soch·:,e 
(French for "company" ) then bUilt 
a large rubber processing factory on 
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the bank of the 50-foot wide Saigo n 
River in what is now the tense village 
of Dau Tieng. 

Scattered throughout the rubher, 24 
nearly ident ical -v illages-each com­
plete with schoolhouse, pagoda and 
Cathol ic church- were construc ted to 
house the workers in the planta tion . 
And a 300-bed hospital was buill in­
sIde the plantallon in 1930. 

rn wha t is now the 3rd Brigade, 
25th Infant ry DiviSion headqua rters 

at Dau Tieng, the Michelin Sociere 
built 22 yellow and red, two-sto ry 
huild ings to serve as offices and 
houses for the French managerial 
staff. Some of the buildings, classifi­
ed more properly as mansions, are 
today surrounded by U.S. tents and 
lempo raq' buildings of the 3rd Bri­
gade_ In the brigade area are also 
the two swimming pools and the a ir­
craft landing Slrip built by Ihe French. 

AI ils pea k, lhi s immense plan ta-

lio n had a staff of 25 Frenchmen 
living at Dau Tieng and employed 
4,500 Vietnamese ru bbe rs worke rs. 
Three company planes then shuttled 
between Saigon, Dau Tieng and 
Michelin-s o ther plantation at Thuan 
Loi conduc ting bu siness. In its prime, 
the Dau Tieng plantation was pro­
ducing 7,000 to ns of pure latex rub­
ber a yea r. 

For (he French employees lhen 
at Dau Tieng, (he social life offered 

by fell ow Frenchmen o n nearby plan­
lalio ns, or Saigon , a n ho ur away by 
a uto mobile , was a pleasa nt o ne. But 
these peaceful boo m yea rs ended wilh 
World War If. At that lime, the 
French left Vietnam and a Japanese 
battalion was stationed in the Mi­
chelin Plantation for the duration of 
the war. 

When the French returned to Dau 
Tieng in December, 1945, they 
brought securit y troops with them. 

French-owned 

symbol 

of pre-war 

elegance 

For the next eleven years, security in 
the plantation area was p~oviqed .by 
a strange assortment of mtlltary unus. 

Tn 1947, an armo red squadron o f 
the 2nd M orocca n Spa his, outfitted 
with halftracks and scout cars, prowl­
ed through the plantation. Then in 
1950, Ihe 9th Regiment of Tirailleur~. 
composed of Vietnamese a nd A lgen ­
an riflemen, were assigned 10 conlrol 
local Viet Minh acti vity. They were 
aided by a unit called Commando 
"'46-P," a group of 150 Cambodian 
coun terguer ri lIas. 

The la st major French unit to 
camp o n the current site of tbe U .S. 
3rd Brigade headquarters wa s the 
famo us I3lh Half Brigade o f the 
French Foreign Legion . Two bat­
ta lio ns o f the 13th Half Brigade stay­
ed at Dau Tieng from J951 unlil 
Janua ry of 1954, when they left fo r 
Dien Bien Phu. At Dien Bien Phu, 
the 13th was the unit that fixed bayo­
nets and charged the Viet Minh when 
their own ammunition wa s used up. 

The departure of the last French­
b3cked troops 'from the Michelin 
came in 1956. From that time till 
rhe presem , life in the Michelin Plan­
La t ion has been marked by reduced 
rubbe r o utput and increa sed VC·NVA 
and a llied ground fighting. , 

The plantation today is li stless and 
idle compared to its ,Prime years. 

Of the nearly 5,000 employees the 
planta tion once had, today only 1,200 
remain employed there. Of the 
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French sta ff, only nve are Jeft in Viet­
nam, a.l1 livwg in Saigon. For reasons 
of securi ty the French have not gone 
into the rubber rows of the plantation 
since 1965. but once a week the 
French manager of the plan tation 
visits Dau Tieng by plane (0 discuss 
business with his Vietnamese man­
ager. 

Today, the hospital in (he planta­
tion and mos t of the villages have 
been abandoned. The majori t)' of the 
2,000 people living in the plantation 
in early 1969 were clustered at its 
sou thern end, near Dau Tieng, to 
avoid harassment and ta;(a tion by 
enemy soldiers. 

Only a third of the plantation is 
actually ' .... orked for rubber today. 
The balance of the plantation's rub­
ber ro\Vs crowded by undergrowth, 

are untapped. 
The town of Dau Tieng itself, 

runs at a tunle's pace. A few em­
ployees busy themselves maintaining 
equipment and cleaning tanks and 
vats while mechanics work on the 
engines of o ld, square-hooded Citroen 
trucks , and Peugeots. 

In the 3rd Brigade basecamp, the 
yellow, red-tile-roofed buildings thaI 
M iche lin built in the 1920's sho'" (he 
spaltermarks of hundreds of incom­
ing rockets and mortar rounds, many 
of (hem launched from the plantation 
itself. 

This present condition of the Mi­
chelin Plantation at Dau Tieng is the 
result of 25 years of war. \Vhat wilt 
become o f il in the future will be de­
termined by the three parties that 
affect it strongly-VC#NVA (roops, 

PlonUllioll we/! ,lear Dau Tieng 

the French . and allied mili tary fo rces. 
All are concerned for its preseva­
l ion, but for differing reasons. 

The VC-NVA use the plantation 
as a sanctuary and the entire region 
around it for an infiltra tion ro ute 
from Cambodia to Saigon. Although 
the enemy knows Ihat by his very 
presence in the plantation he turns it 
into a baulefield. the VC-NVA do not 
wan t the Michelin des troyed. \Vork­
ing on the assumption tha t they 'will 
win the war, Ihey view it as a future 
money ma ker. 

The French people in the Michelin 
Society view the plantation , .... ith both 
a financial and sentimental eye. Al­
though these 35 squa re miles consti-

VielfJamese infantrymen all patrol in ,lit' planlation- polential economic power, Cl/rrenl f('nse baff/e/ield 
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lute o nly a frac lio n of the holdings of 
the ImernatiollJ.1 Group of Michelin 
and could easi ly be liquidated, Ihe 
Society has continued to operate Ihe 
planta tion a l a financ ial loss since 
1963. All o f the mo ney made from 
the plantation is reinvested in Viet­
nam , some of it in the b icycle tire 
factory which M ichelin runs in Sai­
gon . Financia lly , Ihe French man­
agers are hoping for better l imes. 

M ost of the Mic he lin Society em· 
ployees in Saigon have a nother bond 
with the plantation, one that has no th­
ing 10 do wit h fin a nces. It could best 

French fortificatioJl at Michelin (1952) 

be d esc ribed as an em o tional tie. Den- ~ • __ ... 
ni s Breuchard, the manager of [he 
Miche lin Plantation, has been with 
the plantation sillce 1946. Though he 
has nOI been inside it s ince 1965, his 
allachmern 10 it is s till the re. 

"The reeling (hey have for the land 
is s trong;'" sa id o ne U.S. officer. "A 
farme r wo uld understand it" . 

The U .S. ' pos ition reg~rding the 
Michelin Plantation is' generally sym-
pathetic to.ward preseJ'~l ing the rubber. 
U.S. officia ls a re 3wJ.re o f the finan­
cial va lue o f rub ber to Vietnam (at 
one t ime its leading export) and of 
the eight years invo lved in raising a 
rubber tree. 

Neverthe less, U.S. unil s have run 
into blood y contact nearly every lime 
they have swept the plantation. U.S. 
commanders have occasionally come 
aCrOSS stro lling gro ups of five o r six 
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North Vie{l/Omese K'orkers con/racred by Michelin built 
defense against rbe Viel l\1illl, ill early 50's 

Viet Co ng so 
sanctuary that 
weapons. 

co nfident 
they were 

in their 
without 

So. to combat the enemy's feeling 
of security in the planlalion. Ameri­
can units have req uested and received 
permiss ion to deslroy bunker systems 
by air, and to c lear limited fields of 
fire with Rome plows. H oweve r, much 
of the fighting continues to be bloody. 

dug-in fireli ghting a mo ng the rubber 
rowS. 

The difficuhies o f the Mic helin 
Rubber Plantatio n have been diffic ul­
ties suffe red due to the war. Pro­
gress during war isn't easy. But 
regardless of these setbacks and the 
semi-dormant sta le it js in today. the 
Michelin remains one of Vietnam's 
brightest natura l resources. 

~ • , 
~ , , , 

Reptiles 01 South Vietnam 

Fact and Fantasy of the Tropical Vipers 

T he a verage GI can take rockets 
and m ortars in s tride . He can 

even tolerate "Charlie's" not-so-ac­
curate snip ing. But toss a sna ke into 
(he pic ture and immediately you' ve 
got some mighty upse t soldiers. 

A young trooper was riding atop 
a ta nk when his commande r. trave l­
ing a lo ng be hind , spolled a Green 
Bamboo snake hanging out of Ihe 
branches overhead. Calling to the 
man to keep pe rfec tly s tilt , the CO 
fired at the snake-and missed . But 
he was mo re successful wi th his sec­
ond sho t, cleanly blowing o ff Ihe rep­
t ile·s head . 

This sto ry reRec ls a recurrent bad 
dream among jungle fighters . Con­
stantly, Questions about sna kes keep 
soldiers worried. What of the "ciga­
rette snake," after whose bite you 
have time o illy for a smo ke ? And 
what about the "hundred slep" snake 
that everyone has heard of? Are 
these snakes as poisono us as they a re 
reputed 10 be ? 

Majo r Hersche l H . Flowers, the 
44th Medical Brigade 's snake expert , 
has helped d ispel some o f the persis t­
ent superstitions about snakes in Viet­
nam . A member of the brigade 's 20Ih 
Preventive Medic ine Unit at Bien 
Hoa, Major Flowers specia lizes in 
herpe to log)', the s tudy of snakes. ·H e 
previously served in Costa Rica where 
he developed two ami-venoms which 
ca n be used to treat the bites of every 
poisonous snake in that coun try. Says 
Major Flowers of his occupation, 
"Everybody has hi s bag . Mine just 
happens to be filled with snakes." 

Naturally , snakebites a ren' t any fun 
as Major Flowers knows. Billen by 
an Indian Cobra , he described the 
sensa tion as "having liquid fire under 
yo ur sk in ." 

Ac tuall y those famil iar wi lh snakes 
realize that most likely the only re· 
sui ts o f a s nake bite will be "a lo ng 
conva lescence and a lot of trouble." 
But they a re acutely awa re of the dif­
ferences between poisonous and harm-

by Coptuin John Miller 

less snakes. 
The key to ide ntifying a poisonous 

snake, accord ing ( 0 Major Flowers, 
li es in 'he presence or absence of poi­
sono us fangs. " If the repti le has 
fangs, the n it 's po isono us. h 's as 
simple as thaI." But s ince mos t of us 
don 't intend to get quite that close 10 
a snake (0 check him out , the safest 
policy is to understand and recognize 
snakes and then ( 0 ca refull y avoid the 
po isonous o nes. 

Majo r Flowers ide ntifies two gen­
eral types o f po isonous snakes in Viet­
nam. First is the pi t viper group, so­
called because of the ir broad, triangu­
lar head s a nd the cha racteri s tic pit be­
tween the nostril s. Their fangs are 
moveable, or hinged, and ro ld along 
the roof of the mouth when not in 
use. 

These snakes are s imilar in this 
respect to their American relati ves, 
Ihe rattlesnakes a nd the Copperhead . 
The fangs o f the o the r group. the 
elapids, are shorter and re main in a 
fixed posi tion toward the front of the 
m o uth. These snakes, which include 
the cobras , musl hang o n to their vic­
tims in o rder to injec t thei r poison. 

The common pit vipers in Vielnam 
are only tWO in number. They include 
the Bamboo Snake, or "G reen Sna ke" 
Viper, and the Malayan Pit Viper. Tn 
lact, these two spec ies account for 
nearly all the poisonous snakebites 
among military perso nnel in Vietna m. 

The Bamboo Snake more feared 
than the others, is one of several tree­
dwelling green snakes. Typical stories 
about this s nake concern his suppos­
ed habit o f dropping o ut o f trees (Q 

bite people. 
All in all the Bamboo Snake has 

a fearful reputation, bu t most o f it is 
only superstition. Found throughout 
the lowlands of Vietnam. a nd particu­
larly in the jungle areas, this snake is 
responsible for many of Ihe injuries fO 
U.S. se rvicemen, but it s bite is rarely 
fatal. In reality, it scares mo re people 
than it harms. h rea lly doesn't drop 

from trees either. 
The o ther common pit viper , the 

Malayan Pit Vipe r, is a g rou nd dwell ­
ing snake fo und thro ugho ut the 
Vietna mese lowla nd s and espec iall y 
around ru bber planta t ions. This 
snake reac hes a length o f from two 
to three fee t , has an irregula rl y- pat­
terned brown colo ra tio n and is some­
what similar to the American Copper­
head. \Vhile mo re venomous than 
the Bamboo Snake, the Malayan Pit 
Viper present s liule or no danger to 
a well<l o thed soldier wearing boots. 

Similar to the pit vipers with their 
long erec t fangs, is the Russell's 
Viper. Widely known, this snake is 
thought to be responsible for more 
deaths tha n any other snake in the 
world. Growing to a le ngth of fi ve or 
more fee t, the RusseJrs Viper is 
c haracterized by da rk brown ci rc ular 
spots o n a light ta n background. 
Fortunately, however, there are no 
substan t iated repo rt s of thi s snake in 
Vietnam and its presence here is high­
ly questio nable . 

But there's no questio n about the 
Vietnam presence o f the E lapid fami­
ly of snakes. These fixed -fan g reptiles 
include the cobras and h a ilS. 

The first o f these reptil es is the 
common Asian Cobra , a snake whose 
most di stinc tive characteris tic is his 
ability to flatten and widen its neck to 
form a characteris tic hood . All mem­
bers of this species are da ngerously 
venomo us, though effective anti -ven­
Oms exist so thaI fatalities in prompt­
ly-trea ted cases a re few. 

rn color, the Asian Cobra varies 
from brown to o live drab (00) green 
to black, and averages fo ur to five 
feet in length . In some cases it may 
reac::h seven feet. Recentl y, a speci· 
men nearly seven feet in le ng th was 
caught at Long Binh Post.' Contrary 
10 popular belie f. however, the cobra 
is not a particularly aggrdsive snake, 
and prefers, if oppo rtunity permit s. to 
beat a has ty relreat from humans. All 
things cons idered, though, th is sna ke 
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Chinese Cobra-

I he hooded dragon 

Malayan Pit Viper 
is found 

in the lowlands 

Venom 0/ the Banded Krait, or 
"Cigarette snake" is 

among rhe world's 

most poisonous 
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and ils krait cousins are better left 
alone. 

There are three types of krails in 
Vietnam all of which can be idemi· 
ned by ~heir banded markings. The 
snake itself is usuall y black o r broy,," 
and banded along its e nllre body by 
yellow or wh ite markings. In length 
is ranges from three to five feet , but 
on occasion reac hes six feel. This is 
the "cigarette snake," so·called be­
cause of the common supe rs tition Ihal 
once bitten by this reptile, a person 
has time for only one cigarette. 
Actually, though the venom of the 
krait is among the most toxic in the 

world, it has an extremely s low reac· 
tion time. 

In contrast to cobra venom which 
is rapidly absorbed, krait bite symp· 
IOms appear only slo\\ Iy and build in 
intensity. For example, in one case 
jnvolving an American soldier here 
in Vietnam, the vic tim entered the 
hospital nine hours afte r the bile with · 
out exhibiting serious sympwms ~ 

Later , howeve r, the severit y of the 
sympwms progressed 10 a critica l 

sta le. Antiserum was administered 
and recovery was complete. but with· 
OUI treatment, most bites do prove 
falal. 

Related also to the kraits and cobras, 
though considerably more rare,. is 
the Asian Coral Snake. Red wah 
blCJck longitudinal stripes and cross­
bands, the Asi,m Coral is small and 
rathe r timid and generally does nol 
present problems. But their bile is 
potent, and they should definitely nO( 
be handled. 

Finally there is the King Cobra. 
Seldom s~n , but definjl ely a frighten­
ing and impressive sight , the King 
Cobra, is the largest poisonous snake 

-~~~t~~~~'~~~~~'~w.~\7";;;,,_in the world. This reptite sometimes ~ attains a length exceeding 18 feel. 

The Cobra 

for centuries Ih e world's most feared snake 
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With its gigantic s ize and potent ven­
om, almost all bites by this snake a re 
fatal. But fortunately it is seldom 
encountered by U.S. military person­
nel and there are no recorded King 
Cobra bites in Vietnam. 

An important thing to remember 
about nearly all the snakes found in 
Vietnam is that generally they a re as 
frightened of people a s people are 
of them. Few are agg ressive, an d 
some, including the Asian Cobra, a re 
considered to be actually docile by 
professional snake handlers like Ma· 
jor Flowers. 

The cobra o nl y s pread s its hood 
w hen extremely provoked a.nd, like 

the OIher snakes in (he area, will 
generally leave people alone, unless 
s lepped on, 

There are, however, ce rt ai n dOIl'1S 

that must be observed in dealing wit h 
snakes in Vietnam: don't handle 
them, don't put I.mprotected hands 
and feet into areas where snakes are 
likely to be found , and dOli" tease 
or molest them. 

Despite all the stories, rumors and 
superstition that abound concerning 
snakes, there have been only a few 
deaths of U.S. personnel in Vietnam 
from them, and the risks, in genera l, 
to a careful person are not very great. 

Persons unacqua inted with snakes 
frequentl y have the fear or dying after 
being billen. Quite frL'que ntly. shock is 
a very imponant factor , and it IS pos· 
sible to go into shock from the bile 
of a harmless snake, through fea r. 

Then there is the reac tio n of the 
professional snake handler . " A pro-

fessional handler," according to Flow­
ers, "reali.zes that when he takes a 
bite he's got an emergency, bu t he 
doesn't panic. He doesn't worry much 
about dying .. but rather thinks 
about all (he time and trouble it's 
go ing (0 involve gelling well." 

Aside from Ihe improbabiLity that 
a person will be bitten by a poisonous 
snake, the Jow death rate can be a urib­
uted to several other factors. Effective 
treatmenr, including potent ant i· 
venoms and the fact that a dangerous· 
Iy venomous snake such as the cobra 
does not always deliver a lethal in· 
jection of venom with its bite are two 
factors in a victim's favor. Also, bites 
by certain species of pit vipers such 
as the Bamboo Snake are seld om fatal 
10 man. 

Nevertheless it's better to leave 
snakes alone and thus avoid the con· 
sequences which can result . After all, 
w ho reall y wants 10 open a green 
sna ke's mouth to determine whether it 
is a poisonou~ "Ba mboo" or JUSt a 
friendly grass snake? 

" In the final analysis:' acco rding 
to herpetologist FJowers, " it' s easier 
to prevent snakebite than it is to Cure 
it." 
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W hi le {he cla mo r of heavy artillery 
and rumbling of tanks serve as 

consta nt reminders or milit a ry war. t he 
men ac tive in " psychological \varfare" 
are intent o n '''i nning the hearl s and 
minds o f the Vietnamese people without 
military force . 

T he men in the Psychological Opera. 
tion section o f Civil Operations and 
Revolutionary Development Support in 
III Corps (CO RDS- Psyops) rea lize 
that slamming the doo r in the face o f 
communism does not necessa ril y gua r­
antee a peacefu l South V ie tnam. It is 
equall y im po rta nt to s tre ng then the 
G overnment o f Vietnam 's capaci ty to 
block any future communist threat. 

A ' .... e ll -informed p ublic is essent ial 

centrall y located Catholic chu rch. So 
emertainmen t is easil y accessib le 10 all 
members of the com munity. 

The evening television programs, 
broadcas t be tween seven and 11 o'clock, 
{Urn the viewing site a t Ngo Phuc into 
a hub o f act iv ity; and the lelevisio n, 
pe rched o n top of a green·pain led, 
wooden sland, is the nucleus of Ihe 
villagers' at tention. 

Afte r the aUlho ri zed sites a re estab· 
lished li ke the one at Ngo Phuc, and 
made ready for o peralio n, receivers 
and eq uip men t a re ins la tl ed . Since 80 
per cen l o f the s it es are o utdoor 
fac ilities, the equi pment must be a 
sturdy va rie lY. For (his reason, R.C.A. 
a nd Selchell Ca rl son educa tio na l 

The Marketplace 
Rice, omons, cabbage, and television? 

by Specialist 4 Ken Heinrichs 

fo r the successfu l funct io n of a demo· 
c racy. "Witho ut a strong communica· 
tion link be tween the government a nd 
the people, a na t iona l pride in a free 
democracy cannot be ach ieved in So ulh 
Vietnam," explained Major E. M. 
Moore. opera tions officer o f CORDS. 
Psyops: 

To assisl Vie tnam's M inist ry of 
lnformatio n in establishing a "Iink" 
between the government and the people, 
the Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office 
(J USPAO) has introdllced the mOSt 
effecti ve communications unit to date­
the te levision set. 

Wh ile 1U5PAO su ppl ies the T V s, 
{he res po nsibil ity of coord ina ting with 
province officials and d islributin g Ihe 
sets th roughout the broadcas ting cover· 
age a rea .gelo ngs to PsYOps and the 
Vietnamese 1n fo rmat ion Service (V1S). 

Cen a in lac to rs dete rmine the di stri· 
but ion o f the TV sets. One criterion is 
tha t the sel mUSt draw an a udience o f 
a t least 200 people. Bq;ause o f this , 
only one viewing site is established in 
a n area of 6,000 inhabitan ts. 

The viewing si tes must also meet 
cert a in s pecifica tions. To a u rac t a 
maximu m number o f viewers,lhe faci j· 
ilies are ke pt clean and made as com· 
fortable as y ossible. 

Loca ted J 8 miles no nheas t of Saigon. 
the viewing sile in Ngo Phuc hamlet is 
typica l o f 'he governmen t cont rolled 
facili ties. The site is adjacent to a 
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monito( [e lev isio ns a re used . These sets 
a re more dura ble Ihan plas tic· fra med 
commercia l TV s for indoor viewing. 

In additio n to the televisio n sets, 
sma ll genera to rs and ex ternal am pli. 
fiers a re installed. While the 2] ·inch 
TV screens can prov ide a n au d ience of 
200 people with a n adequa te visua l 
pic ture, the aud io portion o f the (clevi· 
sion broadcas ts must be boosted 
thro ugh the use o f a mplifiers. 

To accommodate a la rge viewing 
audience, the televisions a re e leva ted 
o n e igh(. foQ( tall sta nds. While many 
o f them are wooden structures, the 
stands in less secure areas a re made of 
rei nforced concre!. 1n war· (Own Tay 
Ninh P rovince, fo r example, I I con· 
c rete stands have been construc ted, 
each costing $240.00. 

As mo re televisions a re insta lled 
th roughout Viet na m, even peasan ts in 
remo te hamlets a re becoming aware o f 
a strong govern ing force and the securit y 
it engenders. Thi s is an im provement 
over "pre·TV" d ays when the average 
villager's conception of a governmen t 
ex tended no fu rther than his village 
chief. 

The effec tiveness of television as a 
source o f information is dependent 
upon a variety o f facto rs. An excess 
o f priva tely owned T V S in ce rt a in 
area, fo r exa mple, reduces the size of 
[he viewing audience a t the govern· 
men( TV sites. 

Weather conditions a lso dete rmine lhe 
size of the viewing a udience. Tn the 
coasta l CII ), o f Ham Tan. 60 miles 
east o f Sa igon, the crowd grows smaller 
when gusts of wind blow in from the 
SOUlll China Sea. In cont ras t, the 
inhabi tants o f inland areas enjoy con· 
sislen!ly warm evenings, a nd la rge 
viewing audiences a re common. 

T he viewing tastes of the people a lso 
determine the effectiveness o f TV. The 
rura l a ud iences do not sha re the same 
inte rest as the ir mo re u rbanized ne igh· 
bors. M r. Arthur McTagga rt , Psyops 
adviso r in Binh T uy. ex pla ins (ha t 
"ahhough peasan ts \Ya lch the dance 
bands on Sa igon's THVN they a re 
really waiting fo r something tha t ap· 
peals to them to come o n." T ha t wa it 
ends on F riday ni ghl s wher an ex · 
tre mely popula r p rogram. called 
CCii LflOllg, is broadcast over T H VN. 
Cat' L uong is a melodrama depicting the 
age· old conflict be tween good and evil. 
T he drama show a tt rac ts a la rge Cl udi· 
ence, and some villagers lake advantage 
o f the situation a nd se l up concessio n 
stands \\·here soft d ri nks and snacks 
a re sold. 

Enlen ai nmenr, however, is not the 
ma in concern of Psyops and the VIS. 
The conveya nce o f government info r· 
mat ion is still of p rima ry jmpo rta nce 
and du ri ng a 30- minute in te rmission, 
\"'hich breaks up the fo ur hou r Coi 
Lolll1g p resentatIo n, a news progra m is 
broadcast over TH VN . Since the popu­
la r drama show allrac ts the viewing 
audience. the ne\"'s program is ca lled 
the " frei ght show" and is "ca rried" by 
Ihe Cai LOllng . 

In addi tion to te levision se ts, other 
me thods are used by the V1S as sources 
of informatio n. In insecure a reas, radios 
take (he place of te levisions and a re 
actually preferred by some au thorities. 
Mr. McTagga rt warned, 'The concen· 
(ra tio n of a TV audience in one small 
a rea is a tempti ng ta rget ror VC terro· 
rists. Ampl ified radio, on the o ther 
hand can broadcast the sa me info rma­
t io n to a d ispersed c rowd." 

Reading rooms, a lready es tabli shed 
in many a reas, cap ofr the join t effo rt 
10 improve commun ica tions in Vie t· 
na m. In these rooms, hundreds of pam­
phle ts are made ava ilable to the public. 
The pamphle ts convey a wide va rie ty 
of info rma tion, ranging from govern­
ment affa irs to interna tional relatio ns. 
The ma terial j n the small li bra ries 
reinforces the info rma tion conveyed 
thro ugh TV and radio broadcasts. 

Collec tive ly, the va rious news media 
are making the Vjetnamese a be tter 
informed public- a public prepared to 
taken a n active role in a free Democra tic 
government. 

One viewing site per village oj 6,000 
rhe G V/V gool. 
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A Vietnamese Legend 

A nb Jived in a small, happy viUage with her blacksmith fath er, housewife 

mother, three sis ters and four brothers. In the house next door lived a widow lady 

whose narne was l\1rs. Ex, No one in town liked ~1rs. Ex because when 

(be ch.ildren played outdoors, sbe would scold them for 

being so noisy 

:Mrs. Ex used to spend a lot of time at Anh 's house tellio'!:!; 

Anh's mother aU the gossi p and giving advice abouL how to 

cook and bake or sew. Through all this, Ann 's mother remained very polite, 

Anh asked her m othe r why 

she treated Mrs. Ex so kindly 

when no one in town 

liked the woman. 

Anh's mother srruled and answered, 

"Everyone has faults 

and weak points; no onc is perfect. 

She is a very 

considerate person." 

When Mrs. Ex died and her will 

was read , the towns­

people were greatly surprised. 

Mrs. Ex had left a large 

su m of mo ney which had been donated to 

many good causes. 

In the win, Mrs. Ex also said Ihat 

she had been aware 

of the ill feelings against her by all 

the villagers, save one her dearest 

friend, 10 whom she left all her blessings. 

This person was Anh's mother. 

Anh neve r forgol he r mother's words of wisdom. 
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