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MISTORIC KINGDOMS iiNDeQLiJNIES. £~~~~:;~-~, · 
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"'r) . • _ . , • . , . . Eac.,t In th• Chinest·ln fluenatd V;.t;.t;ngd_,, tho rqajcr .:.. 8ltlf ~- . : ~ : ~.. < ' m•inland So.tllwut Asio ccmbirwd loa! customs lllfflt the rJ;g;ou. aiN{~Q/ ..:. • ~ 
l } · . SUNG influenca of lndif. Thrwgh 1M utlttli•• t~ .. clllturos I'IUillfd Bl.ir •-tit! :": 

'\ , ) . ' EN PI~ ,• • Indian chorlCteri•tia. Th, mixturt ilfltirlkd Ill\ building of tmiqu• r.lifliii<JI ~ .• ~ <" 
r1 ·) I roy.J ccnt<rs such •• Angtor ond Pa!lanl • • . · • • . ';;. : · .. •; •· 1 ., " '"' ;. 

J } l ~ 1.· -~)- . .· , ' t io!"~· t .. • • '';_;··:~;· .. 7_,..,.:·5 
/ f\( } . 't_; . FUNJ.N From Its beginning in fllf lirtt ~h/ty. litis •'-IR wosper.d b{i ptllfiM · . , f 

' fYU ~ ' ~> , I) on the _tr•d• rout.< b•twe.•n. India and ~lloi. Funan llltcfu.p e~JS/CS w. ith bo~ .;: f£ ' • \ countnes ond at •II z•mt/1 'Waa tht dommont ~ of !fl.. rtfJ9& Ill the futilt , :,, 
TH'Af~ ~CH . · ···.\S. morshlands of -~' M.kong O.lta tJw_ Fun;Tifl! _bu•lt ~· ... ~.':QIItr,c» ~ ~ -~ 

.• ) · -, fHn,tt/Mu•trU!'qllO(~~~ - ... at~ _ ~-·.• - -, .,.f l,.n·t-:··"-· .. -.:\ . ...:.~. :'-•-.. .;~. -~ 
' ',\·,<W~· '> . . ..... , ' ;·' ···~' ... ' ·.~· ·. (· 
· DVARAV~T~\, "' ' ' ' • 'I ~, ,< 
• ( 600 "·'?:l · · J .,. PYU After tho third ctn~IKY ~.D., 1iNIJII::flwrn.n tri~ mlgraUJd frOIJt the '• J 
· ·' F ,.. north into present-day ll<irma and in 638 founded fllf Buddltist Q.piW of thf,.., ·':j 

'c 1 Kingdom at Srikshetra (today ulled ~wza). Eirl'j wventh-crntuty urlt insaip-
\. \ · tions bear Hindu names of Pyu IU"fs. 

r- \-\..>, 
400 - 500 A.D. 
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' ~ . -~ . 
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CHAMP}. The Hindu-in fluenced King<lom of the a.n ~-in the Hamd ~ntury 
A D. and for 1,200 yurs struggled to rt~Mill indtpendlnt-' tho cxEMnding Dai 
Virt •nd Khmer' Kingdoms. In 1177 1M Chams ~ilet! up the f.Atkong, dc""t.d 1M 
Khmers on tht Grut Uke. and ud<ed Angkor.' A ~tury hter Cham/M j(ljned 
forcu with Dai Viet ag&inst Kublai Khan; 2~ years 1114r Cltampa sucQ/frrl>td to 
ill former ~fy. • 

. ·, "; ~; 

DV ARAVATI. TH~TON, AND PE6U TheH MQn, Wqgi/oms ranging from. the d4h- ,.:'\ 
to tlw 16th ~entury ltad a J,sfing IJIRutnr.c upon lite cufrwe of mainlud Sou~:~~- ' t 
tast Asi-. Tlwy •pread tho Budcl1>i,m that ultim~ beame fit, faHJt of tile~ •< 
of Burma. Thaillnd, Ca".!bodia , ar>cl Uos. • . ; . • , , .,...~ -~ 

· .. 
CHEN LA The Khmer 'eeople of OtctJa ovarthrtw fJlnan in tltt sixth ~. riw 
realm wu long split mto «<ro distinct regions, .Water P,.nla (~long P,ffllarra 
and present-day C.mbodial and und Chen/a (upland arn of the middle~ 
Vallty). Frotn this divided kingdom emerged the powerful Khmer Empire. 

KHMER In the nintf. atntuty 11tt Cb,anla Dynuty set up its capltJ at~­
apura- the present lite ol Angkor- which beamc lite center of a vutly _,..,..J 
Khmer Empire. Here ill kings roctivcd Indian Kho/ars, artists, and rt/lgifus '-den. 
The Siamese ravag.d AngJr.or in 143/. ? 

' '· ' 
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PAGAN Tlru Burm.n ompirr dcvciOf*l &fUr tllf fot/ of Pyu. Tllt(y/WQ!y ... '.,~· 
called Pagan, with itJ thousands of IJuddhi•t templq and pagoch.t, dnw pilgrim~ ·' 
from Mon areas and from Ceylon. After tlw 13th-century Mongg/ /~ tile " , 
empirt dedined, vrd Sh•n princn assumed llM over the northern p«fioll4 ~ the ,t 
divid<d re.Jm. l . ' '· } ~ .. ' 

' ~ 
DAJ VIET Tt...Vietnamne gaitMd ind1pendenU by rebelling ag~nst tbc Qine$c 
in the tenth cantury. Gradu.JI'j, they apafl{i.d to the south at the c.,.- 9f 1/1« 
~mL Though triditiona/ly hostile tD Chinew inWWillle<, the V;.tpMJe~ ab- ) 
sorbed much of Cltineu {/}aracur; industriillnd agr/QIIturi/ t~un Jdoptlfd 
from the north mach them among the btst farmers on the Soul/lout Asi;uunaill/•• 

'!. ~ 

, KAMBUJA. Th, Khm,.. al>andoned- Angkor in the ISlA ccntuty and ata~Mlwd:, 
• new capitil 1t Lovolc. Siam repeatedly ii!VIdtd u..il' flllce-mighty """"'· kt 
they hold to t/wirchielric~-farminglanduroundTolllfr.~p. , 

1 
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BURMA The Toungoo Dynasty_ flllit«f Burma in the 16th urtturf cflcr JOO ~· · ~ 
of divided rule under tbe Shan and Mort. From t1w 16th to tho 18111 centuty BuriiJI 
repeatedly ex~nded iu frootiors rastward into Siam. Britaili vrnu.«<'¥-m• u 
part of thelni1i•n Empifl jn the 19th (8Ut1Jty. . • . ~ • " ;,;:; 

J .s .. . . :-"' <:' . •-; 

SIAM By the wl'j 13th century tile 7JIIi ltad ~stillliiiNI a apiW it Sul~u..;: · · l 
Then In 1350. the political center IUO¥td south to Ayutthaya. Siam-~ aJiad 
Th•il•nd- ,..,..;, tbe only Wngdom of "'ainl1nd Southtlast A,sia nc...,. f:9/oflized 1 
by the West. · · . 1 ' ' • ~ ' "' • .-,,.~. 

I ,,\- ,. .. • ~. "~ .. 

~ . ,.. ' 
LAOS Tho Uotien KingdfKII of Un Xang. lint ntablishtd bra. lAo IIIOfl&fch 'f~ 1M · ,:\" 
mid-14th untury, encom~ISfd &II ol pr..,nt-dq Uos and l(lllch of northcnt an4 ' 
easurn Thail•nd. In 1691 Un Xang tp/it intD tltrn rival staus which frK near,., 1wf. ~i 
centuries WKanglcd among thtmstlws while fighting off ouflicfe inllildrrt.lf! 189) 
the region !~.came UOJ, a Frwnch prot«toratw. · . , "~- - ; · '. : 

' • I 

UNION OF INDOCHINA In thtl 191fl crnlury, u Europealt natiOIIS. C9fi!P'.tcd te ~ 
c~onht Asi•. the Frrnch organiwd the Union of lntlochin&. TN f"'t«tor&t.i•, _ .I 
Cambodia, uos. Tonkin , •IHI An~~a~~~. •ntl,.. colony of ~n Qtina rimaillld t~~l 
undar French ~lro/ unfil IW ... ~ for l.tpa- occupatlop dllcing. WorW - , . 
War//. • · ~, .. • l ••• .::.,4~:Ji · '1). 
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. ,.,. Y"MrMIIMSCim~Nel 

capit.l Mid 1 Cham ccnt.r, Hue 
and its ~oplc syfftrcd scwrely 

-~~---·"'-··-ground combat and bombing 
during tht 1968 Tct offtnsiw. LAO 

Thal-tpeaking Lao are closely r~ated to the 
Siamese Thai, but differ in di~leet and in 
their preference for eating sti~· y rjce. The 
Siamese and Vietnamese regar the Lao u 
rustics. But not all Lao are rur ; they form 
the majority~ Vientiane, tM a 111inlstrative 
capital of Laos. An imposing Budtfhist w&t, or 
temple, dominates nearly every :~ village. 
Cultural and linguistic diffe~ aeparate 
the Lao of northern· Thailand fr11m thoae of 
the northeast and Laos. II· 

O~f~~r~~~artqNg~ 

I. 

HO CHI MINH TRAIL I 
An cxtcnsivc Mtworlc of routes 

from northcrn Viet Ham through 1 ~ Llos and C.mbodi1, over llf/lidl 
men and supplies flow te Communis! 

forcn in soutMJ'n Vi.t Ham anti ( 
C.mbodi1. The tr~il's name. · 

popularized by the Western press. 
refers to the /at. President ~ 

of North Viet Ham. ' I! 

MNONG 6RR 
One of many )Mnong-spealdng 
groups of southbn Viet Nam and 
Cambodia, the Mnong Gar culti­
vate dry rice bV slash-and-bum 
agriculture, wtlic~ they term "eat­
ing the forest." The men wear loin­
cloths and-occ ionally-jacltets, . 
necklaces, and bracelets. For es- .: ·. 
thetic reasons they file down their · 
front teeth and \nsert ivory plugs 
in their ear lob •. Their villages, 
made up of communal longhouses 
each functioning as a separate 
political unit, ~losely resemble 
those of the Rhade. 

Ranh 
MONTAGNARDS 

Almost two million Mon-Khmcr 
and Cham-spealcing tri~smcn 
occupy the rugged badcbont of 
Llos, Viet Ham, and C.mborJia. 

Known collectivcly as Montagnards­
Frcnch for "mountain mcn"­
these isolated hill folk view with 

suspicion and distrust th~ 
/ow/and Vietnamese, who In 
turn regard them as uvagts. 

Once called the "Paris of tht Orient," S..igon 
has tradccJ its leisurcly .tmosphert for the 

of a modern metropolis. Refugtts from 
tf. Vief:Aamesc war hav• made this one of the 

most densely populated cities in the world. 
Cholon , the Chincse section, holds 850,000 

peopl•- about a fourth of Saigon's population. 

MONSOONS 
Monsoons arc ptriodic wind systems that 

rcvcrse direction Juring thc year. Over main/and 
Southeast Asia they create two distinct seasons. 

Usually from Octobcr to April or May thc 
northeast monsoon brings cool. dry wuthcr. 
The southwest monsoon brings heavy rains, 

high humidity, and high tcmperatures 
from about May to Septtmbtr. 

c./1~ the "River of the HiM Dragons" for its rnln)'-mouthcrJ 
dc/!1, the Ahlcong rises high in the Asian heart/and and travels /,100 
miles through Ti~t Mid China ~fore cntering the ara of this map. 

For much of its remaining I ,500 miles the riwr forms the bord.r 
bctwftn /Jurma, Llos. and Thailand; some JO million ~op/e/ivc in its 
1-r basin. Most traffic in the l.kkong Deft. mows on tributary 

canals. a complicated network of ma n-madc waterways that 
.-._ '" _ &.1.. __ f. -- _ ~ L ~ _t_ __ _____ · - _ - ___ f. ___ ~r~ __ r~ _ ~ 

Upland ric:e fanners of southern Viet Nam, the Rhade live 
in villages notable for their distinctive longhouses built on 
piles. Partitioned . into areas for work, social gatherings, 
and storage, the structures also include compartments 
occupied by family units or older members of the household. 

• 


