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Bell's TiltRotor 
can 
YJ)ur 
about flight 
injust 12 semnds. 

XV-15 GUEST PILOTS AGREE: 
'"Excellent stability in Ibis 
gusty wind No problem 
hovering at all.'" 

·- Colonel. USMC 

'"/really liked the accelera­
tion and deceleration. This 
aircraft inside is even more 
impressive than outside.'" 

- Major General. U.S. Army 

'"It's extreme~y easy to fly -
much easier than I thought 
it would be. Conversion 
is a piece of cake - it 
really is. '" 

- Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy 

'"The noise and vibration 
were remarkably low 
compared to other things 
I've flown. As a helicopter it 
was great. It's cm easy 
transition to ailJ1lane. The 
concept clearly has all 
kinds of application across 
the board" 
- Brigadier General, U.S. Air Force 

1942 - 1982. Forty successful 
years of Army Aviation. 

In 1947 Bell Helicopter 
joined Army Aviation by 
delivering the first Model 
H-13B to the U. S. Army. 

Today, the names Huey 
and Cobra have become 
synonymous with Army 
Aviation and Bell. 

No other VTOL aircraft is 
as effective in such missions 
as reconnaissance, logistics, 
assault, or rescue. 

Army Aviation and Bell 
Helicopter. The original 
Airmobile Team. Looking 
ahead to the future. 

Bell Hellcopter~ 
A Subsidiary o1 Tutronlnc 

Partners in Defense.~~ 

At Bell Helicopter, we're ·"--~~ 
also looking to the future. ~~-.. 
TheXV-15takesofflikea · ~ __,,.~·'· 
helicopter, converts to an ~ ·.:- . "'. 
airplane in 12 seconds and /. · · · ~ · ~ 
flies at over 300 knots. This I [ -' · ~ 
unique combination has been 
proven in hundreds of hours 
of testing. 

We're confident TiltRotor 
technology will play a major 
role in our country's future 
defense. 
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INTRODUCl'ION 

_ G;2l tthough we number Army Aviation Birthdays from the advent 
~ of the Piper Cub, the first Army aircraft and the pioneer 

Mm.y aviators precede the Cub by many years. Even the philosophy 
of decentralized employment of aircraft began long before 
World War Il. Therefore, our aviation heritage flows back to 
those who saw the aircraft as a means to do traditional Army jobs 
in the medium of the air and who wished to provide the combat 
commander a greater flexibility in meeting his responsibilities. 

Today's Army aviator 
not only is a direct descend­
ant of these Army pioneers, 
he, in fact, is a pioneer him­
self, writing new chapters 
in the employment of aerial 
vehicles in the land combat 
environment and conceiv­
ing and designing more 
capable aircraft for the 
future. 

To those from our total 
aviation past and to those 
who are busy forging/ the 
future, this booklet is 
dedicated. 
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The Era Before World War II 
Progress in the use of aircraft 

by the military was made be­
tween World War I and II, but it 
was not until the latter that the 
concept of Army aviation as it is 
known today began to emerge. 
It came about primarily because 
artillery officers wanted more 
effective aerial direction of ar­
tillery fire, a need they felt.had 
not been satisfactorily met in 
World War I by pilots assigned 
to Air Corps Obse_rvation 
Squadrons. Artillerymen be­
lieved they did not have close 
enough control over the avia­
tors to insure best results from 
aerial observation, and they ad­
vocated the use of light air­
craft organic to their units. 

That proposal received ex­
tensive testing in the Louisiana 
Maneuvers in the summer . of 
1941 and from February to 
April 1942 at Ft. Sill, Ft. Sam 
Houston, Texas, and Ft. Bragg, 
N .C. The airplpe used for the 
majority of th0se tests was the 

civilian J-3 Piper Cub, later 
designated the L-4 Grasshop­
per. 

Based on results obtained, 

the Department of Air training 
was formed June 6, 1942, at 
the Artillery School, Ft. Sill, 
and Army Aviation was bom. 

Fill 'er up! A "Grasshopper" stops at a filling station for 
gas during maneuvers in 1941. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MG & MRS. CARL H. McNAIR, JR. 
AND TO YOUR FINE PERSONNEL 

ON THE 40th BIRTHDAY OF ARMY AVIATION 
You have our continued support! 

NICK SAAD 
81stWILDCATDIV. 
CAMP RUCKER 1942-43 

PAST PRESIDENT 
FT. RU CKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY JEWELERS 

NICK SAAD 
GRADUATE GEMOLOGIST 
GIA 1956 

DOTHAN'S MOSTTRUSTED 
NAME IN DIAMONDS 

MEMBER AUSA GIVE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE: 

YOUR FULL SUPPORT DOWNTOWN 
DOTHAN 

..._ ___ l'O THE AVIATION MUSEUM __ ____. 
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Mr. William T. Piper,Sr. briefs other members of the Grasshopper - Squadron during the 
1941 maneuvers. 

1957 
Sil YfR ANNIVERSARY 

1982 

J/a>:D 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 

DOTHAN DIVISION 

The largest and most experienced Aviation 
and Modification Overhaul Facility in the 
Southeastern United States. 

Hayes International Corporation has 
provided Aircraft repair, overhaul , modification 
and painting to the Military, Commercial, and 
Foreign Aircraft Operators for the past 25 years. 

HAYES INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
DOTHAN DIVISION 

5 



L-4 Cubs passing in review at Ft. Sam Houston in April of 1942 

L-4 landing on road strip at Ft. Sill 1942 

One of the original 20 L-4s in flight training at Ft. Sill. 1942 
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Army Aviation's initial entry 
into combat was far from glam­
orous. One of the rudest of 
these "welcomes" was the one 
accorded liaison pilots of three 
L-45 placed aboard the air­
craft carrier USS Ranger for 
ferrying to North Africa during 
the allied invasion in Novem­
ber, 1942. 

Under the command of Capt. 
F.E. Allcorn who flew the lead 
plane, the three L-4s were 
"launched" from the deck of the 
carrier while 60 miles off the 
African coast with orders to 
help direct artillery fire during 
the invasion. 

As the three tiny planes 
proceeded toward the coast, 
they were greeted with a bar­
rage of 20-mm. gunfire from 
the ships in the American con­
voy. Diving toward the deck, 
they managed to escape the fire 
but were separated. Two of the 
Cubs proceeded northward, 
where they landed near a 
French fort and were captured. 
Capt. Allcorn limped inland 
where he again found himself 
the object of "friendly" ~ 
this time from units of the 2nd 
Armored Division who riddled 
his Cub with bullets from ma­
chine guns. This was followed 
by a volley from French gun­
ners, who succeeded in bring­
ing the Cub down in flames. 

Thus it was that the Cubs 
were introduced to combat in 
the North African theater. 

Army Aviation entered com­
bat in North Africa without a 
firm plan of organization or tac­
tical employment. 
·· By the end of the North Afri­
can campaign, however, a pat­
tern for the employment of 
Army Aviation had been fairly 

World War II 
well formed and commanders 
began to see the value of the 
light plane in combat. 

In the air above the fighting 
in Sicily and Italy, the tiny 
brown puddle jumpers directed 
field artillery fire, hauled com­
manders from point to point, 
dropped rations to isolated 
friendly troops, were used on 
Naval gunfire missions and 
generally kept an eye on enemy 
actions. 

By the end of the Italian cam­
paign, Army Aviation's stock 
was soaring and advocates of 
organic aviation were jubilant. 
A faster more powerful light 
plane was introduced, the Stin­
son L-5, which supplemented 
the L-4 and incorporated a 
litter-carrying capability. 

Both L-4s and L-Ss per­
formed during the battle for 

.... 

Europe, with the L-4s register­
ing probably their greatest suc­
cess on the Normandy battle­
front. The Air OPs (observation 
posts) maintained observation 
over the entire front except dur­
ing worst weather. 

In the Pacific the Cubs went 
ashore with the troops during 
the island campaigns. In addi­
tion to directing artillery fire, 
they often assisted infantry 
units, leading patrols to desig­
nated spots in the jungle, relay· 
ing positions of friendly and en­
emy units in the thick under­
brush, and providing transpor­
tation between command posts 
when heavy rainfall brought 
ground transportation to a 
standstill. 

How effective were the 
Cubs? A captured German doc­
ument provided one answer. 

Preparing to take off from the USS Ranger during the 
invasion of North Africa in 1942 
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The document described a sys­
tem for awarding German fight­
er pilots a medal similar to the 
U.S. Air Medal. Three points 
were given for knocking down 
an escorted four-engine bom­
ber, two for a two-engine es­
corted bomber, one for a fighter 
plane and two for a liaison 
plane. 

A German prisoner stated: 
"'When the Cub flies over, all 
firing ceases. All we move is 
our eyeballs.". 

A Japanese prisoner said 
more fear was generated by 
the sight of a Cub than any of 
our other planes. Reason: when 
they saw Cubs, they knew artil­
lery fire would follow. 

An L-4 Cub taking off from the USS Ranger during the 
invasion of North Africa in 1942 

An L-4 Cub flies from the deck of an LST during Mediten-anean invasion 

8 



' 

F R 
' 

N B 
Fort Rucker 

~~II~ National J!~~,~ 

OZARK - 774-5101 

FT. RUCKER - 598-2401 

DALEVILLE - 598-2118 

9 

We Want 
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   I DOTHAN, ALABAMA 

Serving this area for over 45 years with fine quality 
diamonds and gem stones 

----Complete Bridal Registry--(  ___ .. 
10 

left: 

Captain Joseph M. Watson, 
Jr. and his L-4 Cub used 
throughout Tunisian and 
Italian campaigns. 

below: 

Wrecked 
line an 
used by 
conclusion 

Japanese 
airfield in 

L-4s at 
of the 

Zeros 
Tokyo 
the 

war. 

Uuitcd's the one for ymu- mmzcy.' 

~llNiTED 
~FEDE~L 



The Brodie Device used on LST'S to land and launchL-4s 

A mechanic changes an engine on his L-4 at Okinawa in 1945 
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An L-4 is dwarfed by an LST in New Guinea 
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An L-4 being salvaged in 
Okinawa 



The Fort Rucker Club System 

~~ 

1942-1982 
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An L-4 . over the beach in New 'Guinea 

An L-4 is brought to the Ranger's flight deck 
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Lt. Dave Condon and his L-5 at Utah Beach on D·Day + J 

"Where you buy 
more car for 
I " ess money 

CANNON 
OIL CORPORATION 

POST OFFI CE DRAWER 1850 

DOTHAN, ALABAMA 36301 

For 40 years Army 
Aviation has served the 

.. people of the Wiregrass and 
the world. We at Kitchin' s are 
proud to be a part of an area 
associated with Army 
Aviation. 

Incredible Kitchin's offers men's, ladies', 
designer, queensize, lingerie, and junior 
sportswear . of millionaire quality at 
30%-603 of suggested retail. 

Trov Plaza Shopping Center Enterprise Shopping Center 
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llCorps airstrip west of Firenzubla, Italy 1944 

An improvised airstrip south of Rome, Italy 1944 
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message pick-up ItDlian campaign 

The fifth Army's "Ski Jump" airstrip built at Futa Pass, Italy in 1944 

The L-5 Sentinel joined the fighting forces at about the time Rome fell to the Allied forces. 
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above: Troops inspect an L-5 damaged in a surprise raid by the Japanese 

below: 
The German Autobahn serves as an airstrip for Army L-4s in M_arch 1945 

18 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Providing Pah'ol & Guard 
service for a large portion 
of Ft. Rucker territory 

Wilmington,N. C.  

~ 
"cAQabama's moot compQete stofte ~oft men g. boys" 

goft Olieft g 1 yeaft!l . . . 
the haQQmaftl.1 o~ a ttiuQij diStiJlctiJleQy dftessed man. 

~. 
~ --· --
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During World War II, about 
3,000 Army artillery officers 
were trained to man the light, 
linarmed and unarmored air­
craft which they flew against 
the enemy in Europe and in the 
Pacific. Their combat missions 
were almost entirely restricted 
to reconnaissance of enemy 
movements and the adjustment 
of artillery firing. 

With the coming of V-J Day 
and the wholesale return of ser­
vicemen to civili&JJ life, only a 
handful of these flyers remain­
ed on active duty with the army. 

To expand the mission of 
Army Aviation, pilot training 
was opened to officers of every 
arm and some of the services of 
the ground forces. Missions 
graduated from the original ar­
tillery spotting for which Army 
Aviation had been designed to 
the support of Armor, Infantry, 
Corps of Engin~rs, Signal 
Corps and Ordnance. 

Some experimentation with 
helicopters as battlefield vehic­
les was conducted, however, 
the greatest attention of_the 
Army Aviation planners was fo­
cused i9ward . the development 
of new fixed~wing aircraft. 

But, in spite of all the plan­
ning and the dreaming of the 
pioneers of Army Aviation dur­
ing these post-war years, 
Korea caught them with their 
flaps down. For when Korea 
became a household by-word in 
June 1950, Army Aviation was 
thrown into the conflict with the 
obsolete equipment of World 
warn. · 

From the first operations of 
the 24th Inf. Div. aviation sec­
tion in Korea during the first 
week of July 1953, Army Avia­
tion played a role on the Korean 

stage which was as versatile as 
it was dynamic. All of the ele­
ments of the vicious, bloody 
battles which made the struggle 
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the important chapter that it 
became in history of military 
operations were portrayed by 
the actors on the aviation stage. 



Their record speaks for them. 
And their accomplishments are 
far and away out of proportion 
to the small numbers of Army 
Aviators at any one time . who 
were called upon for sacrifice. 
They flew more than 500,000 
hours on that beleaguered pe­
ninsula, a handful at a time. 
They undertook more than 
140,000 combat missions, a 
handful at a time. About 40 of 
their aircraft were lost to enemy 
fire. Fifteen pilots gave up their 
lives, while unnumbered others 
became casualties of war. By 
the end of the campaigns, al­
most 20,000 UN sick and 
wounded were evacuated by 
helicopter from the battlefield, 
in addition to the thousands 
who were rescued from flood 
areas and from inaccessible 
terrain. According to the best 
official records, 1,027 Army pi­
lots saw service in Korea. Of 
these, only six were listed as 
missing in action. Two of them 
were returned during the priso­
ner exchanges. 

.• 

The many •firsts" which 
Army Aviation chalked up in 
Korea Sf<:ak for themselves. 

As Eighth Army Headquar­
ters made up its summary of 
the war, it revealed that one 
Navy Cross, 723 Distinguished­
Flying Crosses, and 8,483 Air 
Medals had been awarded to 

Army Aviators. 
At its climax, Army Aviation 

was able to prove its versatility 
as a valuable adjunct to the 
ground forces. The success of 
their missions on the fighting 
front was unquestioned. Army 
Aviation had proved itself equal 
to the task. 

Captain Robert J. Ely, the 
Army's first helicopter pilot 

The YH-13 was the first 
helicopter procured by the 
Army in i946 
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NORTHROP 
WORLDWIDE AIRCRAFT SERVICES, INC. CNWASll 

Congratulations to U. S. Army Aviation on 40 years of progress 
and successful mission achievements. 

NWASI is proud to have continually provided mission support 
services to Army Aviation for over 25 years·. 

We are dedicated to providing quality, on-time, on-cost services 
wherever needed. 

"NWASI has one standard 
of service the world over ... 

EXCELLENCE! 
Our reputation has been built 

by people performing 
superior services." 
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above: An <)H-13 used for medical 
evacuation in Korea in 1952 

{." ., · ~ ':-.'" -
. r .. '"· ~ : ,- ._ 

Jh -
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below: An OH-13B "Sioux" Helicopter 
on maneuvers with an armored 
Unit 



The Sikorsky R-4 
first helicopter 
evacuation 

made the 
medical 

The Old Ironsides Kit-two 
.30 caliber machineguns 
mounted on an OH-13 

• . . 
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The XM-2 
on an 

system 
H-13H 

mounted 
Sioux 



capabilities for 
There are times when less can 

mean more as in the case of King 
Radio Corporation's U-21 avionics 

· update/retrofit program for the U.S. 
Army. While saving 268 pounds, the 
panel on the right clearly illustrates 
King's understanding of pilot work­
load and King's ability to plan, engi­
neer, install and flight test complete 
avionics systems. 

The U-21 avionics update / ret­
rofit program offers the flight crew 
dual comms with displayed active 
and standby frequencies for easy 
access to four frequencies; dual navs 
with 10-waypoint, TACAN based 
RNAV and displayed active/standby 
nav frequencies. The fully integrated 
fli~ht control system features pilot's 
4' flight director and Horizontal 
Situation Indicator with separate 
and independent artificial horizon 
and HSI for the co-pilot. In addition 
to standard operating modes the 
KFC 2 50 flight director and autopilot 

includes yaw damper and altitude 
preselect and alerting along with 
a servoed, encoding altimeter. 

King uses the latest in state-of­
the-art in microprocessors and LSI 
technology so you're a.ssured of 
avionics with increased reliability. 
And that boils down to a higher 
mission completion rate, more flex­
ible mission capability, less time for 
crew qualification, higher payload, 
and greater dispatch ability. And, 
if problems should arise, King has 
over 850 dealers worldwide in addi­
tion to factory personnel, who can 
solve your problems quickly and 
cost effectively. 

The same design, installation 
and flight testing capabilities that 
have given new life to the U-21, can 
be applied to such other veteran 
performers as the U-8, T-34, T-37, 
T-39, T-41, T-42, C-12, OH-58, UH-1 
and 0-2, to mention just a few. 

King Radio manufactures in 



a veteran performer. 
excess of 100 million dollars worth of 
avionics systems yearly and has the 
capability to take a project from 
concept through design, develop­
ment, testing, manufacture and 
installation l classified, if necessary) 

as we've done with the NASA DAAS 
program, or the AN/DRN-13 Tacan 
Program for the U.S. Navy. Over 
200 King design engineers, tech­
nicians and 2800 other employees 
stand ready to apply truly innovative 
design 'techniques to avionics and 

flight control systems applications 
just as they've done for over 20 years 
in general aviation. King has the 
ability to handle those programs as 
a prime contractor. 

So whether you have a require­
ment to update a distinguished 
veteran like the U-21 or deliver a 
totally new avionics or flight control 
system be sure to contact King 
Radio Corporation's Special Projects 
Department at 1-800-255-6243. 
Your pilots, mission commanders 
and even your finance officers will 
like the new life King can give your 
projects. 

~a< 

KING 



The Hiller OH-23A with the 
Sikorsky R-4 in the background 

From trainer to transition, Wings is your 
source for difficult-to-find aviator supplies, gifts 
and apparel. 
• Limited Edition Aviation Prints 

by Paul Fretts 
• Flight Jackets 
• Military Surplus 
• Electronics 
• T-Shirts 
•Jewelry 
•Knives 
• Insignia 
• Gifts 
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Ozark Army Airfield, 
Rucker, Alabama 

below: A medical evacuation using 
the OH-13 in Korea in 1951 



An 0-1 Bird Dog on a photo mission in Korea 1952 

Investments Since 1887 

Members New York Stock Exchange, Inc. 

• Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds 
• Commodities • Options • Life Insurance 
• Tax Shelters • Financial Planning 

For Quotations or lnformation Call 
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above: An L-19 (0-1) taking off from 
an airstrip in Korea 1952 

. . ; 

below: An L-20 (U-6) Beaver landing 
at an airstrip in Korea 



__ , 
above: 

An L-20 Beaver on an aerial 
resupply mission 

right: 
An L-23 (U-8) prepares to 
take off in Korea during the 
winter of 1953-54 

below: 
An L-17 on an administrative 
flight over Korea 1952 
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REALTOR " 

•HOMES 
• COMMERCIAL 
• RENTALS 
•FARMS 
• REAL EST A TE 

APPRAISALS 
ACREAGE FROM 

2 ACRES ... 

A CH-19 landing troops 
on a mountain in Korea 1953 

"LET US SERVE YOU" 

JACK REYES - BROKER 

Put our team ... 
to work for vou. 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

RALPH REYES - BROKER 

WESTSIDE CTR.  or  OZARK, AL. 
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The CH-21 shown 
here was used as a weapons 
test helicopter and in Vietnam 
as a troop transport 

' 
32 

CH-19 firing 2. 75 inch rockets 
on a range at Ft. Rucker 

The CH-34, a medium cargo 
helicopter saw service in 
Europe as well as Vietnam 



above: The CH-37 shown here lifting 
the Hawk missile was the 
Army's first heavy lift hel­
icopter 

r 

33 

below: The U-1 Otter was used in 
Army Aviation units around 
the world 



APACHE. '· . r ~ 

Field Tesfed Tough 

The U.S. Army/Hughes AH·64A 
"APACHE's" on-time, on-schedule com· 
pletlon of the Army's Operatie1nal Test 
II milestone proved its troop com· 
patibility with hands-on operation by 
Army personnel. 

During this final demanding three· 
month long test, in hot (temperatures 
up to 114 °), dusty conditions, the 
AH·64A demonstrated outstanding mis· 
slon reliability. With all maintenance 
performed by Army personnel, 
maintenance-man-hours per flight-hour 
and other operational characteristics 

signifi(;;nt1y 'l5ette'red the stringent re· 
quirements for the Army's new anti· 
armor system. 

In OT II Army pilots logged over 
400 flight hours in day/night operations 
of AH·64A's, bringing development 
flight test time to over 3,200 hours. The 
APACHE ... fully tested ... transitioning 
to production. 

a;~ Hughes Helicopters, Inc. 
~~ Ahead of TIME Technology 

TM 

Transitioning to Production 
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Army Aviation came of age 
in the Vietnam War. The 
constant feuding between the 
Army and the Air Force over 
who would have which weapons 
for what mission virtually 
ceased as the scope of the 
war widened and the answers 
to these questions were 
resolved under the pressures 
of a shooting war. 

In December 1961 the U.S. 
Army started operating the 
Vertol CH-21s in South Vietnam 
to provide transportation for the 
Vietnamese Army troops 
(ARVN). Within a short time 
there were three companies, 
each with twenty-one CH-21s. 
Since then, the use of the heli­
copter has shown phenomenal 
growth, thereby providing a 
mobility to a degree never 
before available or possible. 
Very shortly after ~e arrival of 
the Army's helicopters, a squa­
dron of U.S. Marine Corp 
CH-34s arrived. This squadron 
operated 24 of these aircraft in 
the same transport missio~ 

To appreciate the growth of 
air mobility to the point it 
reached in Vietnam one must 
start with the initial deployment 
of American Army and Marine 
Helicopters in South Vietnam. 

The initial use of the CH-21 
and CH-34 transport helicop­
ters was for the movement of 
ARVN (Army of Vietnam)troops 
into combat against the VC 
(Viet Cong). Along with this 
they were used for medical 
,evacuation of the ARVN -
always a high priority mission 
with American forces. 

In the Spring of 1965 it was 
realized that the Anny of Viet­
nam was losing the war. There-

Vietnam 
fore in keeping with the agree­
ment between the two countries 
and at their request, America 
started deploying combat 
troops - first the U.S. Marines, 
then the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile). 

In early September 1965 the 
1st Cavalry Division, equipped 
with 430 helicopters, arrived in 
Vietnam and flew itself from 
shipboard to a new base at An 
Khe on Route 19, which intelli­
gence had indicated would be 
the route the enemy forces 
would follow in cutting South 
Vietnam in half. 

Almost hmDediately after its 

arrival the 1st Cavalry Division 
joined battle with the North 
Vietnamese forces in the la 
Drang valley area west of 
Pleiku near the Cambodian 
border, and by viture of its un­
expected mobility, decisively 
defeated the North Vietnamese 
forces. 

The 1st Aviation Brigade was 
established. as a result of the 
rapid build up of nondivisional 
aviation units in the Republic of 
Vietnam. 

In contrast to the 1st Cavalry 
Division with its organic air­
craft, other U.S. Army and 
Vietnamese ground forces were 

We're Squarely Behind 
This Great Project. 

Let's Make It Happen! 

. Acme~._ 
Mn~flomer~ 

Jim Loftin 
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dependent on the 1st Aviation 
Brigade, which was part of the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam. This or­
ganization had approximately 
2,000 aircraft - mostly helicop­
ters of the following categories: 
observation, utility, armed 
(machine guns and/or rockets), 
transport helicopters and some 
cranes. 

Before the spring of 1965 the 
largest command and control 
headquarters had been the bat­
talion. In May of 1965 the 12th 
combat Aviation Group was act­
ivated, followed on 15 Decem-

AAA Cooper 

ber 1965 by the 17th Combat 
Aviation Group. The 1st Avia­
tion Brigade was activated on 
11 March 1966. Aviation assets 
continued to increase, and on 
20 December 1967, the 16th and 
164th Combat Aviation Groups 
were activated. 

The relationship of the bri­
gade to the combat aviation 
groups was that of command 
less operational control. 

The U.S. Army "Airmobile" 
concept took much of the initia­
tive away from the enemy. The 
Communist strongholds, un-

A Southern The South. steeped in history and tradi tion. has 
many things of which ii is justly proud. The same w ith 

L d • many Southern businesses. AAA Cooper Transportation ea er In is one of a host of Southern firms that has grown trem~n-
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approachable in a conventional 
sense, was easily reached by 
the o~e weapon, if orie can be 
singled out, that swung the ttde 
of the war in the Allies' favor 
- the helicopter. Even before 
Vietnam, the helicopter was an 
accepted part of the Army divis­
ion's inventory, but the main 
body of troops still moved by 
truck or on foot. In Vietnam 
this was not only impossible, 
but even if the roads existed, it 
would not have been particular­
ly desirable. The helicopter en­
abled us to wrest the advantage 
from the Viet Cong. His base 
camps were no longer safe hav­
ens where he could retreat to 
lick his wounds and plan his 
next attack. His movement, 
even in heavy jungle, was se­
verely curtailed and finally, 
when he launched an attack he 
feared for almost immediate re­
inforcement of the unit he was 
attacking. The helicopter en­
abled us to transport our heavi­
est equipment to areas where 
no roads existed. The infantry, 
as a result, was never for long 
without close fire support from 
its own artillery. The armed 
helicopter, long the source of 
bitter dispute between Army 
and Air Force, proved to .be of 
major significance in a war of 
this type. The large, fast air­
craft operated by the Air Force 
in close support roles was limit­
ed in their ability to lay down 
ordnance close to friendly 
troops and the enemy, sensing . 
this, pressed in close in most of 
their engagements. The armed 
helicopter "gunships" filled the 
gap in this instance in particu­
lar. With their slower speed, 
they were able to visually ac­
quire targets close to our troops 
and provide effective suppres­
sive fire. 

Perhaps one of the most im­
pressive examples of the mobil­
ity of the modern U.S. Army, as 
provided by airlift, was the 
overwhelming victory won by 
U.S. troops in the battle for Dal: 
To, in November 1967. 

Time and time again in Viet­
nam the heliborne assault 
proved its worth. Mo·.ing in 
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quickly on 'the heels of tactical 
air strikes and artillery fire, 
with helicopter gunships pro­
viding direct machine-gun and 
rocket fire support, the heJicop­
ter landed fresh troops, rather 
than men fatigued by miles of 
difficult ground advance. 

Capitalizing on its inherent 
speed and mobility, comman­
ders used it to bring in rein­
forcements, to pursue the fleet­
ing enemy, to position forces to 
block escape routes, to evacu­
ate casualties with life-saving 
speed from dense jungle or 
high mountain peaks and, final­
ly, the battle over, to move on 
to new areas. Meanwhile, other 
Army helicopters resupply 
these forces, reposition their 
artillery, or flew in such diverse 
cargoes as bridge sections, 
rations, barbed wire, water and 
communications. 

The Vietnam War proved the 
need for an effective air mobile 
capabilities for the Army, and 
opened the door for significant 
advances in Army Aviation. 

UH-1 medical evacuation 
helicopter in the Ia Drang 
valley, Vietnam 1965 
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above: Wounded ARVN 
are evacuated by a 

below: UH-1 Huey 
units in 

• arnund supporting e· -966 
Vietnam 1 
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left: 
UH-1 s conducting an airmobile 
assault in Vietnam 

below: 

An OH-58 "Kiowa" sc°"'t 
helicopter in the central 
highlands of Vietnam 1968 

- I 



right: 

An OH-6 
helicopter 
in Vietnam 

below: 

"Cayuse " scout 
used extensively 

AH-JG "Cobras" _ attack 
helicopters sit in their 
protective burms in Vietnam 
1967 



above: An AHlG "Cobra" fires a 
tow missile on the range 
at Ft. Rucker 

below: AN AH-JG Cobra prepqres 
to take off in the m Corps 
area of Vietnam 1968 



right: 
A CH-47 
helicopter 
damaged 
1966 

below: 

"Chinook" cargo 
sling loads a 

UH-1 in Vietnam 

A · CV-2 ''Caribou" taking 
off from a dirt strip in Vietnam 
1966 
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A CH-54 Skycrane approaches 
a landing area ready to move 
heavy equipment 

A CH-54 crew attaches its 
troop carrying pod. 

. ,.,,,. 
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A CH-54 sling loads five 
500 gallon fuel bladders 
in Vietnam 1967 



above: An OV-1 ''Mohawk" makes 
a short field takeoff at Ft. 
Rucker 

below: The U-21 "Ute" was used as 
a command transport aircraft 
in Vietnam 



The 80' s And Beyond 
Forty years old and now a 

full-fledged member of the 
combined arms team, Army 
aviation was born of an oppor­
tune union between battle­
field need and technology. 

We needed a light, maneu­
verable, aerial platform for ar­
tillery observation and tecbQql­
ogy gave us the L-4 Cub in 
World War II. 

We needed some way to ra­
pidly evacuate badly wounded 
personnel to field hospitals, and 
technology gave us the H-13 
Sioux in Korea. 

We needed to move men and 
supplies quickly over impass­
able terrain to areas where 
there were no airstrips, and 
technology gave us the H-21 
Shawnee, UH-1 Huey, and the 
CH-47 Chinook in Vietnam. 

We needed mobile firepower 
to protect airmobile operations, 
and technology gave us the 
AH-1 Cobra in Vietnam. 

We needed to know at long 
range what the enemy was 
doing behind his lines, and 
technology gave us the OV-1 
Mohawk and radar intelligence 
in Vietnam. 

We need to reconnoiter the 
area and to exercise command 
and control from a vantage 
point with a view of the battle­
field, and technology gave us , 
the OH-6 Cayuse and OH-58 
Kiowa in Vietnam. 

We needed to kill heavily 
armored vehicles, including 
tanks, and technology gave us 
the helicopter antitank missile 
in Vietnam. 

The battlefield of today has 
changed almost beyond recog­
nition from what it was in 
World War II, Korea, and Viet­
nam. But the basic needs - the 
functions of land combat - re-

main unchanged. To win, the 
ground commander still must 
know where the enemy is (and 
isn't), rapidly move his men 
and mass his firepower, exer­
cise command and control, and 
keep his troops supplied with 
fuel, ammunition, and food. 

Today, Army aviation is 
being called upon to respond to 
the needs of the airland battle 
as a full-fledged .member of the 
combined. arms team - to ac­
complish Continuously a variety 
of complex missions against a 
·sophisticated threat. 

Army Aviation, past, present 
and future, .is a very valuable 
member of the Army team. Its 
past history has been a bright 
and glorious one. Its present is 

. exciting. But, its future is the 
brightest of all. 

' ''.ABOVE THE BEST" 

The new 
helicopter ''AHIP" 
fielded in the 

scout 
will be 

mid-80s 
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The OV-JD "Mohawk" gives 
our tactical commanders 
the capability of seeing deep 
into the enemy's rear areas 

above: 

The UH-60 ''Blawkhawk" is 
designed to carry an infantry 
squad and is capable of sling 
loading the 105 mm 
howitzer 

right: 

The AH-64 
Army's 
helicopter 

"Apache" is the 
newest attack 



The AH-JS is an improved 
version of the Cobra attack 
helicopter 

_ ) -----
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above: 

The CH-47D is an improved 
version of the Chinook cargo 
helicopter 

left: 

The C-12 "Huron " is used 
as a command transport 
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