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LAS VEGAS 
CONVENTION/REUNION 
OCTOBER 22-26, 2006 

Time is flying and, soon 

October will be here. Have 
you mailed in your DFCS 
Reunion/ Convention Regis­
tration Form? Armed Forces 
Reunions, Inc. is working· 
closely with our Convention 
Committee making ~ure all 
of the arrangements for the 
hotel, tours, meals, entertain­
ment. and other services are 
ready and waiting for us. 
Our convention will be held 
at the Riviera Hotel & Casino 
in Las Vegas, NV. Premier 
rooms will be in the newly 
renovated section of this 
grand hotel and casino for 
the low price of $89/night. 
This price includes your 
room plus expenses incurred 
by our Convention i.e. the 
Hospitality Room, Banquet 

Room, etc. 
If you plan 
to arrive a 
day or two 
early or stay 
longer, the 
Riviera will 
honor that 
same rate. 

Las Vegas 
offers much 
in the line of 
entertain­
ment & spe­

cialty tours. We have so 
many exciting offers for you 
to enjoy or, if you just want 

to soak up the magic of Las 
Vegas, you can wander 
around the famous Las Ve­
gas strip while enjoying the 
camaraderie of 0th.er DFCS 
members, play the slots, or 
try your hand at 'Texas 
Holdem poker". We left a 
couple evenings open so 
you can experience the 
"night life" of Las Vegas in 
your own way. 

Early registration is Sunday 
with tours scheduled on 
Mon/ Tue/ Wed. The annual 
Membership Business Meet­
ing is Wednesday morning 
following a catered break-

NEW LOOK AND SIZE FOR 
"DFCS NEWS MAGAZINE'' 

How do you like our new look and size? It is our desire to pubc 
lish a first~class magazine; however, as a non-profit organiza­
tion, we must also take into consideration the necessity of 
curtailing our costs. 

Much consideration went into developing this new format, and 
we hope you are pleased with it. We have incorporated many 
items into the magazine rather than having several inserts. 

We have cut the size from 32 pages to 16. This reduces the 
cost of postage substantially and allows us to have 3 publica­
tions a year instead of bi-annually. 

We need your stories and/or articles. This is your magazine, 
and it is only as good as the stories you contribute. We want to 
hear from YOU -your stories, suggestions and/ or comments. 

Thank you, Michael & Beverley (co-editors) 
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fast. Tours are sqheduled 
after the meeting. The Con­
vention Banquet is Wednes­
day evening and dress is 
casualjformal. 

Your registration fee of$ 125 
covers Monday's evening 
reception, Wednesday's 
breakfast and evening ban­
quet meal plus helps defray 
other reunion expenses. 
Come join us! Renew old 
friendships! Make new ones! 

Looking forward to seeing 
you all, 

The DFCS Convention 
Committee 
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The Distinguished Flying Cross Society 
President's Message above-mentioned teleconference. 

You will find a letter on Page 14 of this 

August! - already! It is hard to imagine 

seven months has passed since taking 
the President's office. We have been very 
busy and focused in our primary mission 
of keeping our legacy alive, and it is grati­
fying to see how much has been accom­
plished. 

We are in a new suite of offices in the 
heart of San Diego, located on the sec­
ond floor of the San Diego Air and Space 
Museum's Low Speed Wind Tunnel facil­
ity. Our heartfelt thanks goes to our 
friend & fellow DFCS member, Bob Jack­
son, for recognizing an opportunity and 
acting on it. Bob approached Bill Len­
nartz, newly appointed President and 
CEO of San Diego Air & Space Museum, 
and in January the Board of Directors at 
the museum gave the green light. We 
moved in March. Thanks, also, to Jim Ellis 
for his hand in securing our new site. Jim 
is one of our newest DFCS Boar_d mem­
bers, and he is also on the Board at the 
museum. 

Here's the topper . . . No rent! The "price" 
negotiated was a donation to the mu­
seum at the President's level, and Bob 
Jackson personally donated that fee! I 
hope his generosity is an example for 
members to follow. 

FYI - the eleven ( I I ) National Directors 
have a monthly teleconference usually 
held on the 3rd Saturday of each month. 
Volunteerism is alive & well in the DFC 
Society, and my thanks to each volunteer, 
member & office holder alike. 

Eddie Mims, Jim Ellis, and John Appel are 
making contact with each chapter Presi­
dent monthly. They then bring com­
ments, suggestions, and issues to the 

news magazine. We ask that you each 
sign and mail this letter to your Con­
gressman in support of the "Stolen 
Valor Act". It requests the Distinguished 
Flying Cross be added to the "Stolen 
Valor Act". The DFC is actually a higher 
medal than those already named, and 
being named in this "act" will have the 
added benefit of exposure for The Disc 
tinguished Flying Cross Society. 

More exciting news - our National Hon­
orary member, Carl Grindle, has pro­
cured four new members for the Soci­
ety. Jon Lindbergh, son of Charles A. 
Lindbergh, has entered his father post­
humously in our Society, and Jon is 
now an Associate Life .member. In addi­
tion to Charles and Jon Lindbergh, Mrs. 
Stockdale, widow of the late Admiral 
James B. Stockdale, has also entered her 
husband posthumously, and she is also 
an Associate Life member. On behalf of 
the members of the Board and general 
membership, I send a sincere thank you 
to Carl Grindle for obtaining these four 
prestigious members. It is truly an 
honor to have our names listed with 
Charles A . Lindbergh and Admiral 
James B. Stockdale. 

Jack Mates is heading up our I 1th con­
vention which will take place in Octo­
ber 2006. Jack's committee is working 
with Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. plan­
ning the details for our celebration. It 
promises to be an excellent affair. Don't 
forget to check out the order blank on 
Page 7 of this magazine for purchasing 
a name tag to wear at our convention. 
These name tags can be purchased 
through Bob Schaper, member of the 
San Diego Lindbergh Chapter. They are 
hard plastic and look very professional -

Challenging and Eventful Year for The Lindbergh Chapter 
by Harry Kaplan, President SDLC Show. We shared a very large display 
._ _________________ _. tent provided by the Veterans Museum 

The year so far has been both very chal­
lenging and eventful. As many of you 
know, we lost our founder and friends, 
Al Ciurczak and Fred Shein, Lindbergh 
Chapter's Treasurer. Although these 
losses hU[t, we fully intend to forge 
ahead. The following are some of the 
projects we have participated in, as well 
as the ones in the planning stages. 

We had over 25 members volunteer for 
the annual Wings over Gillespie Air 

& Memorial Center. Dr. Tom Splitger­
ber, Director of the San Diego Veterans 
Service Office, was also with us. We find 
these local air shows are a very good 
venue for soliciting new members. as 
they usually feature many historic air­
craft. This year both the B-24 and B-17 
were available for anyone desiring to 
relive the past and take a flight in them. 

Over 20 members of the chapter were 
installed during a dedication ceremony 
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at an excellent 
price. Please note, 
we will be selling 
DFCS memorabilia 
at this convention. 

Thanks to the hard 
work and dedica­
tion of our resi­
dent computer 
guru and Na- L-~~-··--~"-'"'D~ 

tional Director, Rick !vars, we have pur­
chased a multi-tasking computer server 
with seven hard drives. This server en­
ables us to have multiple levels of com­
munication and storage. It has web­
based e-mail accounts for all DFCS Di­
rectors and Chapter Presidents, which 
allows access from anywhere on any 
computer. The e-mail software has mul­
tiple functions. It enables us to broad­
cast e-mail messages to members who 
have registered e-mail address at Na­
tional headquarters. The server stores 
our DFC News Magazine for easy view­
ing. It stores valuable membership data 
on a secure hard drive, and cannot be 
infected by a virus or accessed by any 
una.uthorized entity. We can access our 
memorabilia catalog and purchase on­
line, as well as renew memberships and 
make donations online. 

Rick has a good start on having this all 
set up, and once it is completely up and 
running, we will be unstoppable! Just 
another fine example of the level of 
commitment the Board members and 
volunteers offer to our Society. 

I don't' have enough room to mention 
all the volunteers and our small staff 
who have been making my job easier, 
and isn't that a great thought? We ac­
tually have too many people to mention 
- gotta love it. 

Don't forget to register for the Convention AND 
make hotel reservations. See you there!. 

H~ f. O'Nd, President, National DFCS 

of the B-24 Memorial Gardens in Balboa 
Park. Don't miss this great bronze model 
of the B-24, if you plan to visit San 
Diego. 

We have also been participating in the 
long-range planning for The 20th An­
nual San Diego Veterans Day Parade 
2006. The theme this year is "Women 
Veterans, Our Secret Weapon". The 
honorary marshals will all be women 
veterans. 

Presently we have I 69 members of 
which 145 are regular, I 9 associate and 
5 honorary. 



AL CIURCZAK CHAPTER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
To All Chapter Presidents and Members: 

There is not much time remaining for 
chapter's to submit their nomination for 
the "Al Ciurczak Chapter of the Year" 
award. 

With the passing of our Founder, Al 
Ciurczak, we hope each chapter will 
share their efforts to grow and promote 
The Distinguished Flying Cross Society. 
Al Ciurczak certainly believed "Honored 
Deeds Deserve Recognition" and estab­
lished, as the mission of our Society, that 
we communicate the meaning of the 
DFC award and honor its recipients. 

The "Al Ciurczak Chapter of the Year" 
award will be presented at our reunion/ 
convention in Las Vegas, NV in October 
2006. 

DFCS National Headquarters will pur­
chase an airline ticket to bring the win­
ning chapter's representative to the 
DFCS Reunion/ Convention. The win­
ning chapter will be featured in the 
DFCS News Magazine and highlighted 
on the DFCS website. 

As the DFCS Oral History Project Officer, 
I am proud to report our program is off 
to a good start with over 35 DFCS mem­
bers' video interviews completed. We 
are fortunate to have Dr Barry Lanman, 
director of the Martha Ross Cer.ter for 
Oral History, as 
our advisor. Dr 

u Al Ciurczak Chapter of the Year" Rules 

Please Note: Nomination packages MUST 
arrive at National Headquarters no later 
than close of business on Friday, September 
22, 2006. 

Award Criteria: 

I . Demonstrate effort in continuing to 
build chapter 

A. Conduct regular chapter meetings 

B. Market the existence of the chapter 
through articles, ads, radio, television, etc. 

C. Host speakers to inform chapter 
members 

D. Pursue associate members 

2. Contribution to national organization 

A. Dues 

B. Consistently contribute tO news 
magazine 

C. Provide ideas to and responds in a 
timely manner to requests from National 
Headquarters 

3. Build awareness in community 

Some museums, for example, currently 
use interviews to bring a new dimen­
sion to their exhibits or to obtain infor­
mation from veterans about donated 
artifacts. Leaders, commanders, and 
soldiers, faced with the challenges of 

today's politico mili­
tary environment, 

"We, as a socielJ, are in the process ef 
rely on oral histories 
to learn from the 
experiences of their recording and preserving our "war 
predecessors. An 

A. Participate in veterans outreach 
events 

B. Community service in support of 
veterans 

4. Perform a noteworthy accomplish­
ment during the reporting year that 

A. Distinguishes the chapter 

B. Illuminates the DFCS's standing 
in the community 

C. Promotes the overall mission of 
the organization 

The DFCS Board of Directors believes 
this award serves to promote good­
natured competition between chapters, 
motivates chapter members to contrib­
ute to their Regional Chapter and high­
lights individual and chapter activities. 

Please forward any comments or ques­
tions concerning the "Al Ciurczak Chap­
ter of the Year" award to: 

Eddie Mims, 

V.P. of Chapter Development 

omega2 J 32@yahoo.com 

CE.cfcfie <R.,, 'M.ims 

oral history collection or using interview 
techniques to round out their research 
and create a more complete story. 

We are also fortunate to have DFCS 
members, Dick Tyhurst and :video presi­
dent. Jim Baker, assist in our interviews. 
I encourage all DFCS members to par­
ticipate and support our growing "Oral 
History Program". ' Lanman created 

this program, 
and that includes 
conducting inter­
view, transcrib­
ing, editing, pub-

experience" legacy. 
increasing number ....--------------------. 
of scholars, both 

lishing, and stor-
ing all video taped interviews. The two 
DFC Minute presentations on our DFCS 
website were produced by Dr Lanman. 
We are currently in the process of pro­
ducing additional "DFC Minute" presen­
tations to be utilized in our fundraising 
effort. 

We, as a society, are in the process of 
recording and preserving our "war ex­
perience" legacy. Oral history has be­
come especially popular in recent years. 
Military and professional historians, ar­
chivists, and curators use oral history to 
support a variety of historical programs. 

official and unofficial, 
are taking advantage of the existing 

Reed Phillips, Vice President 
The DFC Society 

Fill out Reunoo R~m ~oon 
AND Ho~~ RR ~oon. 
da NOT mail ta DFCS 

MAJlTO aijresses 
1moo on ead1 toon. 
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T1HE OISllNGUISHED FL YING CROS'S' SOCIElY ACl lVllY REGISlRATlllON FORM 
Lis.te(J bel ow are aill r.eg1istraiti.on, tou ·, and m eal costs for fue· e1.c1 ·an. P ease· enter tiO'i'i' many IP'=Cple will !be p.arilicipBlting in each 
e..,ent and fo1BJI fhe .am a1.mt. Send 1t1aij: amount payable to. ARMIED FORCES REUNIONS. 11'-JC. i n ijhie· iorm of c'.he;ck or. mcimey 
order (rio cred'it ·cards. ,or. phone r.eserYatictns accept·ed). Your- caincelled ·check •1;~ 11 serve as your. c011 "ir.mati:on. Retmne(J checks 
will !be charg,ed a :$.20 e;e _ All registration fom11s andl pBJyme: fs must be receiv·ed by rma'il O'J1 or befurE· Sep :ember :m, 2006. .Afiter. 
1hat dlilfe·, rese<1vatians will be accepted on a space available lbais;s. ·we s~giest you make ai copy of ij ·s form before m ai lirtH-
Plie r5 or tape ya.ur payment to it.is form. 

DO NOT MAIL TO DFCS OIFFICIE US IE OINl Y 

~ Clh.eck # Dare· Re'f::eiived ___ _ 

Correct address 
lllllpuij.ijed N:a:n etag Carnple1ed __ 

CUT-OFF DATE I'S 9120!0,fi 
J: 1 ' I , 

In clud'es. Mon;day evening ~ece·ption, Wednesday n oming plal:ed breelkfias.t ,, 
Wednesday evening b.aJ11qiuel~ and othe~ reufll ion expenses. 

Ple·ase· select. your entre.e· ,cJ'l'Oke(sJ fur the banquet: 

MOINDA Y: HO OVER. DAM 
P~ease c.1'1:0ose one IDf U11H fiol lowing two 1o.u rs: 
TUESDAY: NELLIS AIR. !FORCE BASE 
TUESDAY: R.ED ROCK CANYON 
WEDNESDAY: CITY TOUR 

T1Dtal Amount Pf:P Ille to A11medl Forces Reunions,, 1111,c;. 
P EASE. PRINT 

Pruc:e 
Peri 

$125. 

$36 

$45 
$56 

#ofi 
P:eo le Tota.~ 

FIRST ___________ LAST ___________ NICKJNAMIE ·---------

SPOUSE NAME ~F~TEHDlt G) _________________________ _ 

GIJIEST NA.MIES ________________________ __;_ ___ _ 

IF v.ourv E lii:EGls.TEfii:Ef} IFOlii: THE NELLns A FB TOUIR. IPl!.Ei!i.SIE FILIL llN ALL. llNIFORMATl lJt j [N TI-IE TA BLE EIEILOW FOR EACii PERlml\I: 

FULL NAME FU~.ST LAsn IL.AST 6 DIGITS OF SOCl!AL SECURITY NUMBER 

STREET ADDRESS ______________________________ _ 

CITY, ST,, ZllP __________________ PH .. NUMBER ( __ ~----__ _ 

D ISABI LITYIDllETARY' RESTRllCTIONS ---------------------------
(S,{~ r.p. i D§f roam reqmi"em!?nfa l'.f\11..\Sl'be ~ilnv.:-yed by a-.ftea:il~ difec.fi'y 11.~Jh ooJel;I 

MUST YOU BE. I FTE.D YDR.A.LJIUCALL 'tr 0 . TO TH E BUS WHILE SEATED I ' OUR WHIEIELCHAI R I J OR[l ER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN BUS liHIPS? i:Ji YES :J NO IPL.EASE NO<TI: TttAT WECANiNOTGUll!tRANITfE AVAELAEllLliPf}. 

EMERGENCY' CONTACT _______________ IPH. N1UMIBIER f_• __ ) __ -__ _ 

ARE YOU STA YI 6 AT HE. HOTEL? Y ES LI 0 :J. ARE YOU fi=L 'i1N6? u DRM NG?U. Rl/?LJ 
Far. ·E·fumds and cancellafia s plieaise refer to ·our pali:c:ies. ou liried at fhe bottom of lhe· reu-nion proHliam. CANCELL.AT!IOlllS WILL 
ON LY BE TAKEN MOlllDAY-IFRll!)A.Y 9:0(11a1m-5:(110pm EASTERN TIME i[e:xcludling tio•idays.) . Call 1:7!57) 625-Mf111 or email 
cartael@a ri .com fo cancel reutniori aciiviti'es aridl obtain a ·cancel a ion code. Refunds processed 4-6 weeks aifer eu ·an. 
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RIVIERA HOTEL .& CASlNO - LA.S VEGAS 
{ l02J 19'4~9412 o.r (BOOJ 634-6153 

he Ri.,,iera Hlotel &. Cs:Slno is 'camiemien11¥ located .at 2901 Las ·veges Ba'.Lllev.s d Sa'.Ufh. Las Veges. Nev.sdB 891 00. Visit 
their websife www.rivjerahotel.com - !fcD to Rooms & IReservatioo. · lre11 clic.'k an Gt1e:st Services o g;ef a map wi· h d i,,.irng 
tfa•eo.l ion:s. The motel is l'ocatedl on the famed lais Vegas Stirip, Jusf mirnu.tes firalilil Mc.C-arr.an Im errt-crfiooal A irport. The 
IRi·~ iera. Hlotel f eafur1es ·ive towers 1Niith 2,075 g;uest mom:s and s1J1 ifes. Trnei reno'Wliled ca.:sino 1affe:.rs 1gaming sci ion 24 

our:s B. dsy. T fiite Riwi:era's .s~csde h.as s oppimg apportun· ·es sucl'l as Choco\s1e Heaven, DBiZZles, l111fe:rnafiooal Pe-arl, 
.Jltters ~gommet coffee. pa:siries .arnd :sa rildw~ches). Jusf 4 Kids. a beau:ty :st.op. a barber s~ap, Aql.18 Msssag;e. etc. ·Each 
gues r•aom comes eqt1ipped wi~h .s 1e(lilila•e cor rfrolled color . . !Rec:i;eati!:m ·"es'lur es for •EJ ll.le:sts are an Oly; picrsiz:edl 
:swimming [pool BTid I glirted ~emrnis comfs. A heslih an.d 1itne:s.s CEil"i Ei i:s on loc-afed o 'Ehe 1i'1 flbor (tees chsll]ledJ. 
Hsrild'icsppedl a.ooessi'ble and rilo:n-:smolking roD'lilils are subj;eo.1 to 131V.81 bili:ty. P ease request fue:se spec'ial 
.accommodlatiions. wttern mslking your ~ol:eJ •eservatia:n. P'an · g, be h •.rs.let .sm! seM-parlkling, is cam p men1 er~· for ihe 
dU1raitiorn 1a·· ~ h;-e reU1nio111. Check-in is 4:00pm; check-ou is '1 :OOam. Many drnirng opiporfu111 i ies 811e aY "labile such a.s: 
Rlisito.rallil:te .P.talia-JID,, .Krist ofer's Stea.Jc Ho.il'Se, Kady's Ca ffee Shop, Wudd~s Faire IB:tr.ffet, Mam'W Gras H;too Co,uirtl 
{wmh lliftlBl'il"I' fasf food choices). Ho:ui/ilo 1Do9g ies {.s 00s diner setifr.ng1). Room service its also a~1 ·1a.'bfe. 

!Bell Trams is one of fue shuttle serii ces ihsit prov ides shuttle sElIVice ii amn fhe McCsmm lnternstiort.al Airport! fo ihe msjor 
Sltri;p tta e s 1a:n I he halif h:allllr. Th:e slmuf le is read i~y .a ... ailable ouRside door eleven irn fue bagg81ge cltl'im a.rea of lthe air1Pmf. 
Cur rem ly. r.a~:es .sr1e $5.00 per pa son one-w.ay and $9 .50 ourtd mp.. Cell Bel Trans (7102) 73.'9-7001) the d!ay before your 
d;:paliu.Jie "rom I he hotel1 fo sched. e pick-l!llp. 

here i s l im'ibedl [p81kiril EJ 11t I h;e h;a e1 fur RVs fur guesfs stayin;g il'il ihe finale!; ow-ever. Ci 1CUS c· CUlS Ho el .& Casino offers .8 

full hodkup K:OA IRV P.alii. on 'lhe S:trip•. Please ca (BllO} 002-72710 fur i nforma~ion , diJeo iolllS, .arnd reser11a ions. P ease 
calll as soon as [pos.s.ib1e .. fo make yom r£!5iervaltions. 

S~al!ll ld ya•l.I need fo en! .s 'i'l'he chair ··or I he reunion, he h:a; el bell Si and ca111 h.artd~e 11.!heelchsi ren .als. Alilo'lhe service 
is ScootAround ·wliiJ ich ran s ba~h mBTil!llBl .srild [pOWe:r wh.eel ctiisi s by fue d.51'/ smd week. ~ease cal their · :oil ·ree nll!mber 
af i(S.83) 44 t -7676 fm details. All IP~·ces quoted incfude deli1Ve11Y "ees. 

Vernlors, :Sclnech.11le-s, .arnd IPri!Ces a:rie ·s~l~ect to ·cth.arilge. 
----~~------------------- CUT HERIE ANllD !MAIL TO HOTEL·- ---- -- ----- ---- -------------­

IOlll:STIINGUJllSHED !FLYING iC ROS:S - HOTEJL RE:S ERVATIOM fORMI 
R!Ellll'!ril &ON DATES : OCTOBER 22-26, 2@!06 

i:lrni;poritant: Use a .siep~rate hiote~ rieserva~iom fom1 fo1r ·eaclh roomi rr>esenr.;,;tluon. 

~!A.!ME ________________ SHARING ROOM WJ' _____________ _ 

ADGRESS ________________________ ~Z11P ________ _ 

TE BPIHON E :~ L__J __________ IFAX #f~· -~---------------

ARiRIVAL DAY.& DATE [I EPA!RTUIRIE DATE ______ fi !NIGHTS ___ _ 

# OF IPIEOP E ~N ROOM HAN[l lCAP ACCE:SS_ SMOKI NIGi lO SMOKIMG _ __ K. ING IBIEDS_ 
2 DOI.JI BUE 8 EDS __ If mo: 1 'IYJpE! requested is ITTioi: available, neares1 roocn ~e \viii E;e. as.signed. 

RAT!E: $00 1:si11gle.rla1!11blle1 Pe'li'te Sllllifes.: $ 7\!f; and All roccJ1 rates are ~a~ (C'Urrentlyfl%) per morn pE!r nigh. A.ddi iomal 
pEr:Sons in a morn \'8ill lbE! a~ tlilE! ra.tE! c · $2U.{l0 per [perscn. per ITTiiglilt [pll!ls mD' ta:c. Ra. e 'l'lill be lit:;.1mored 3 c,a,ys prior .an 2 ays 
fulloi.'iiRg1lbiiisic arrii.t and ~ure dates based om a;,.iiiiliibilit)•. 
CUT OFF lliAJlE: 91i'Wl\lll6. Resenratioms ['e::ei'i\E!rl after this date \ · I lbE! p.rocE!sserl en .a ~a::e .ii!lailable ba-sis, a.I ihe ixe~ailing 

rate .. 
CJ\l'llCEIULAiflOll'!l IPOllC'i': Deposi •is re~und11b!1e iii carncella1li.on is recei.,,ed lby 1moom n•ro f2} da1,rs 00crtc1anrival diil:e. A 
canCEi.'aiiD'm ·eE! c · $·14.f!Q ~.,, be chal'ged wmem '.fDl!I ciilrooel your oiel resenraJ.io.m. Ca11 1;ao0' 1534°13'7.53 . 1 'JOO need in cancel. 
G est-s chec,,,;ing 00,1. earlier ihan sdlilerl l!llerl w. inO!J a pena..1y of omE! nighn°'s mom .iiimrl iilX. G e.;t'S 1!'l ill E;e. infenned oi' 1his at check-ii'! 
and ran adjus.'l ihe chec ·-Ourt diil:e .;rt ihall lime ·~'iitlil no [pE\matr,1• 

1GllJARANTEIE: Resenratioms ust lbE! guaral'l .EIE!rl by ei .mer a 1ajcr i::redit caJd or a che<:k, to !he ·fti':st nighrs room rai:e 15 

fj% Counly!R>Do , -.aJX), endcserl. The credit cardl alill.Oll h'Y. be JM!:I hmugm ~lil E! da.y '.r'O'!.I maie your hotel reservaiion. 
iC \liSA AMIEX C,AR E B:LANICIH ElDINIERS [[)ISCOVE'R 

CREDIT CA!RD MUM BIER EXP. DATE ____ ____ _ 

S~GNIATUllRIE (reg;ardles.s o · payment methodl 



Chapter Development Committee: Getting the Word Out by Eddie Mims 

We have 

made signifi-
cant strides 

fr .... \ toward the 
1 · growth and 

promotion of 
our Society In 2006. This success is 
credited largely to the actions of the 
Chapter Development Committee 
(CDC). John Appel, James Ellis and 
myself have been working together 
to improve communication between 
existing chapter presidents and 
National headquarters. · 

We actively promote chapter 
growth, and one of our most note­
worthy accomplishments is procuring 
three new regional chapters in the 
past year. They are The Great Plains 
Chapter, Omaha NE; The Las Vegas 
Wings Chapter, Las Vegas; NV; and 
The Kentuckiana Chapter, Indiana 
and Kentucky. These three chapters 
indicate a growth of nearly 18 per­
cent in regional chapters, which 
means information about our Society 
and the heroic deeds of DFC recipi­
ents will be even more widespread. 
Currently, the committee members 
are working diligently to find and 
contact DFC recipients. 

Recently the CDC requested 
chapter presidents to submit points of 
contact at their local military installa­
tion retiree office. Correspondence 
was sent to several retiree offices 
across the nation. We requested 
them to publish an announcement 
for the biennial DFCS Reun­
ion/ Convention being held in Las 
Vegas in October 2006 in their retiree 
newsletters. The results of this effort 
will not be known until final reunion 
registration numbers are available 
but at a minimum, thousands of mili~ 
tary members and their families will 
receive contact (telephone, email and 
website) information about the DFC 
Society. Chapter presidents are en­
couraged to contact local retiree of­
fices and request them to publish 
announcements of DFCS chapter's 
meetings in their retiree newsletters. 
In addition to the steps made by the 
committee, several members have 
sent information to a number of or­
ganizations and publications across 
the nation. 

A major step in opening up com­
munication between chapters and National 
Headquarters began recently. National 
President, Michael O'Neil, directed the CDC 
members to speak personally with each re­
gional chapter president at least once 
monthly. This action has opened the lines of 
communication and given the committee an 
opportunity to hear first-hand what is hap­
pening in our chapters. Reminders and key 
information are passed on to each chapter, 
and equally important, chapter presidents 
now have the opportunity to discuss issues 
with a "real" person and know their voice is 
being heard by a Board Director.' It is our 
belief that this improved communication will 
truly benefit our Society, as a whole. 

Finally, as the DFCS Chapter Devel­
opment Committee seeks to open lines of 
communication, we would like to know if 
there are any members with a background 
in public affairs or public relations . If you 
are that person and would like to assist in 
developing and executing a self-help DFCS 
media campaign, please contact myself, 
John Appel , or James Ellis at 
dfcs@dfcsociety.org. Share your time and 
talent in helping to get the word out. 
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National Headquarters: 

P.O. Box 530250 

San Diego, CA 92153 

Adm. Mgr. - Beverley O'Neil 

email: boneil@dfcsociety.org 

Toll Free Telephone Number: 

1-866-DFC-MEDAL (332-6332) 

Local Tel: 619) 220-0003 

www.dfcsociety.org 

email: dfcs@dfcsociety.org 

• Chairman of the Board 

Bob Frantz 

email: bfrantz@dfcsociety.org 

• President & CEO 

Michael O'Neil 

email: moneil@dfcsociety.org 

• Vice President 

Reed Phillips 

email: rphillips@dfcsociety.org 

• V. P. for Membership 

Rick lvars 

email: rivars@dfcsociety.org 

• Secretary & General Counsel 

• 

Dennis Schoville 

email: dschoville@dfcsociety.org 

• Treasurer 

Bill Bradfield 

email: bbradfield@dfcsociety.org 

V.P. for Chapter Development 

Eddie Mims 

email: emims@dfcsociety.org 

Director of Planning Special Projects 

Harry Kaplan 

Email: hkaplan@dfcsociety.org 

• Director of Fundraising 

BillWithuhn 

Email: bwithuhn@dfcsociety.org 

Director ASst Chapter Development 

John Appel 

email: jappel@dfcsociety.org 

Director Asst Chapter Development 

Jim Ellis 

Email: jellis@dfcsociety.org 



THE DJSTJNGUJSHED FL YJNG CRO.SS SOCIETY 
OCTOBER 2'2-26 2006 

.RIVIERA HOTEL A.ND CASINO, LAS VEGAS, N EVADA 

Sunday. October 2.2 
2:DOpnn - 7:00pm !Reunaon Regis,trartio1r1 ope:ri 

Hospi tality Room opei111 thrnugihout the reu1111iO(n 

.Mon1day. October 23 
7:30arn - B:OOam !Reunaon Registrartion open 
8 :30ann - 1.2:30pm !HOOVER. D.l\IM ~descriiptim11 follows) 
1 :30pnn - 4:30pm !Reunaon Registrartion open (addirU.on a l hoUJrs w ill oo posted! iif necessary) 
5:00pnn 6:30pm '1.l\"elcomie Rec~piliion, folllowed !by d i1meir 0111 your own_ 

8:30ann -
9 :30ann -

Tues.aayr October 24 
3:30pm !NEL LIS A~IR 'FORCE B,A.SE (descriptfon foirnO\IVs) 
3:30pm IRED ROCK CANYON (descriiption foUlows) 

!Eve111i1111g1 a nd D inn er on you r rnlV\lll. 

7: 30ann - 9:>00am 
9: 00ann - 1 i1 :OOam 

Wedne·sday .. October 2·5 
Grou p Brealkl ast 
Ge111erall Memb emhip Meeiliin g 

12 :30pnn - 4:30pm 
6:00pnn 
7:00pnn 

CllnF TOUR {des cmiptic:m fo!llO\!Vs) 
Cocktail !Hour Vllilh Cash Bair 
!Banqu et Dinner a nd S[peciial Speal<:er 

Thurs·dav, October 26 
!Fare~lj'ells a nd Depiart!L11res 

Driiver a n d! g uidle· ·gral!L11ii1ii es a1re 111101: ·in cl.L11ded in the tou r priices_ 
P1lease 1Pl a111 to be- a1t Ille bus boarding area at least 'f1ive min1L11tes [pJrtO(r 1o l!he schedu led time_ 

AU triips req1L11ire a rni1111imurn o f thirty 1peQ\ple-, u 11'less o lhe:rwise statedl. 

CANCELLATJON .AND REfl.JN.D .POUCY.FOR ARMED FORCES R E UNJONS., .fNC. 
Fo.- aittreutdees can celing 1reuniion actii~1ities prior ·10 INle OUJt-o:rt rdlatie, Armed !Forces R·eunio:111S,, In c . { A FR} slhiall 
[process a ·rull 1refu1ru:ll less illle non-r·efundab~e A FR reg1istra.tion f.ee ($7 per per.son). Attenidees cance3in g 
reuinion adi~1 ities after the cut-0ff dlate wi'll !be re·1iU1nided il:o the f u l est exil'ent that AIFR's vendor commitm ents andl 
gruarranitees w illl a low, tess the nOITTl-f'e fum:Jl,able A FR reg istra tii:on f.ee_ Cancellati0<ns will only be taik·e!il 
Mloinday tlil..-O!Uglil F.-irdlay ifro1111 9:1001am 1.1ntil 5:CiJ10plilll Easumn :Standard lime, e""clu:ding1 li10lidB('fs. Pleia;se 
·ca I ( 757) 625-6401 or emai l cancel@.afMLoonm to c:a:11Jcel re'Ulni ion a cilivit ies .anid obtain a canirellation ·cpde·. 
Re ftm ds [processed 4 -6 w·0eks afire.- r·euni:or11- Cancelinig your lttotel 1reservauon does not cancel y.our relllnion 
acm'ities_ 

The San Diego Lindbergh Chapter of 
The Distinguished Fl~ng Cross Society 

Makes Bad e available to all 
THE D~NGUISHED FL~NG CROSS SOOElY 

LINDBERGH CHAPTER 

SAN DIEGO, CA 

BOB SCHAPER 
Position or Title 

Name: 
fasyouwam it toappearj ------------------

Chapter Name 
fasyouwant it to<ippea r) 

Shipping address 

City: State: Zip: 

Title Bar: 

D Yes, I want the Pocket protector 

There is a limited amount of space for your name. If your name is too long to fit on one 
line, two lines will be used. 

Mail order and check to: DFCS-SDLC 

c/ o Bob Schaper, 541 Eldorado Dr., 

Escondido, CA 92025 
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THE DISTINGUISHED FL YING CRO 
TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 

HOOVER DAM 
Monday, October 23 

Proceed to visit one of the seven modern wonders of the world . On the way, 
Dam. Arrive at the Dam, the Western Hemisphere's highest concrete dam, r 
base. Enjoy an orientation film on the history of Hoover Dam. The Dam wa 
Colorado River and aided parts of Nevada by offering an inexpensive source o1 

Note: All valuables must be left on the buses - OK to take one came 
8:30am board bus, 12:30pm bacl 

$36/Person includes bus, guide, and 

NELLIS AIR FORCE BAl: 
Tuesday, October 24 

Spend the day at Nellis Air Force Base, home of the Air Force Precisions Fli 
Training Museum; the USAF Air Demonstration Squadron, the Thunderbirds; I 
cers Club on base. Enjoy a turkey croissant, pasta salad ; and fruit wedge. 
Note: This tour is limited to the first 100 people registered . 

8:30am board bus, 3:30pm backj' 
$45/Person includes bus, escort, a 

*or * 

RED ROCK CANYON 
Tuesday, October 24 

Start the morning with a scenic drive through the Red Rocks where you can 
tures of the beautiful scenery along the way. Enjoy the drive through the thi1 
inhabited by Indians and still home to herds of wild horses, burros, and big h 
where you can take a nature walk on the grounds surrounding the Center. At ( 
Watch the old-fashioned melodrama in the saloon, followed by the hanging out: 
Wax Museum where you will hear Abe Lincoln speak, a Historical Museum, c· 

Chicken, baked beans, cole slaw, biscuits, and a drink. Time permitting , visit sc 
9:30am board bus, 3:30pm back 

$56/Person includes bus, guide, admissi 

CITY TOUR 
Wednesday, October 25 

Begin the day with a sweet tooth , stopping in Henderson to visit the Ethel M. ( 
seen how these candies are hand-crafted, sample your favorites and bring soi 
through the Cactus Garden, blossoming with rare and exotic cacti. Drive by t 
arrive at the Liberace Museum. Tour the museum and see his personal jew1.~---..,.--------::--:--------------------..--"""'1 
custom-made pianos, and other Liberace memorabilia. Take a ride down the Las Vegas Strip into Glitter Gulch, downtown Las Ve-
gas, and hear how Las Vegas came to be what it is today. 

12:30pm board bus, 4:30pm back at hotel 
$31/Person includes bus, guide, and admission. 

Nominations needed for Board of Director 
A Board of Director's election is 
scheduled for the fall of 2006 to 
select DFCS members to fill 
three Director positions which 
will become vacant in Decem­
ber 2006. 

We encourage members to sub­
mit names of individuals who 
will represent your views and 
the general membership in Na­
tional Board meetings. Names 
and a biographical sketch 
should be submitted to Harry 

Kaplan, Nominating Committee 
Chair, prior to October 7, 2006. 
Voting instructions will be 
made available to the general 
membership when the slate of 
candidates is finalized, 

Direct all inquiries to: DFC 
Society, Nominating Committee 

P.O. Box 530250 

San Diego, CA 92153 

Toll Free: 1 (866) 332-6332 
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THE DISTINGUISHED FL YING CROSS SOCIETY 
TOUR DESCRIPTIONS 

HOOVER DAM 
Monday, October 23 

Proceed to visit one of the seven modern wonders of the world. On the way, your guide will entertain you with the history of Hoover 
Dam. Arrive at the Dam, the Western Hemisphere's highest concrete dam, rising 726 feet above bedrock and 660 feet wide at its 
base. Enjoy an orientation film on the history of Hoover Dam. The Dam was built to control the sometimes violent flooding of the 
Colorado River and aided parts of Nevada by offering an inexpensive source of electricity. 

Note: All valuables must be left on the buses - OK to take one camera but no purses. 
8:30am board bus, 12:30pm back at hotel 

$36/Person includes bus, guide, and admission. 

NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE 
Tuesday, October 24 

Spend the day at Nellis Air Force Base, home of the Air Force Precisions Flying Team, "The Thunderbirds." We'll see the Threat 
Training Museum; the USAF Air Demonstration Squadron, the Thunderbirds; Red Flag; and Predator 101. Lunch will be at the Offi­
cers Club on base. Enjoy a turkey croissant, pasta salad, and fruit wedge. 
Note: This tour is limited to the first 100 people registered . 

8:30am board bus, 3:30pm bac~ at hotel 
$45/Person includes bus, escort, and lunch. 

*or* 

RED ROCK CANYON 
Tuesday, October 24 

Start the morning with a scenic drive through the Red Rocks where you can view the Canyon. Time may be allowed for taking pic­
tures of the beautiful scenery along the way. Enjoy the drive through the thirteen-mile scenic Red Rock Loop. See an area once 
inhabited by Indians and still home to herds of wild horses, burros, and big horn sheep. Enjoy a short stop at the Visitor's Center, 
where you can take a nature walk on the grounds surrounding the Center. At Old Nevada, see a vivid replica of an old western town. 
Watch the old-fashioned melodrama in the saloon, followed by the hanging outside. You will also have access to all of the exhibits, a 
Wax Museum where you will hear Abe Lincoln speak, a Historical Museum, and an Opera House. Enjoy lunch consisting of BBQ 
Chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, biscuits, and a drink. Time permitting, visit some of the shops. · 

9:30am board bus, 3:30pm back at hotel 
$56/Person includes bus, guide, admissions, and lunch. 

CITY TOUR 
Wednesday, October 25 

Begin the day with a sweet tooth, stopping in Henderson to visit the Ethel M. Chocolate Factory and Cactus Gardens. Once you've 
seen how these candies are hand-crafted, sample your favorites and bring some home from the gift shop. Next, take a quick stroll 
through the Cactus Garden, blossoming with rare and exotic cacti. Drive by the homes of Wayne Newton and Liberace before you 
arrive at the Liberace Museum. Tour the museum and see his personal jewel collection, exquisite wardrobe, classic automobiles, 
custom-made pianos, and other Liberace memorabilia . Take a ride down the Las Vegas Strip into Glitter Gulch, downtown Las Ve­
gas, and hear how Las Vegas came to be what it is today. 

12:30pm board bus, 4:30pm back at hotel 
$31/Person includes bus, guide, and admission. 

Nominations needed for Board of Director 
A Board of Director's election is 
scheduled for the fall of 2006 to 
select DFCS members to fill 
three Director positions which 
will become vacant in Decem­
ber 2006. 

We encourage members to sub­
mit names of individuals who 
will represent your views and 
the general membership in Na­
tional Board meetings. Names 
and a biographical sketch 
should be submitted to Harry 

Kaplan, Nominating Committee 
Chair, prior to October 7, 2006. 
Voting instructions will be 
made available to the general 
membership when the slate of 
candidates is finalized, 

Direct all inquiries to: DFC 
Society, Nominating Committee 

P.O. Box 530250 

San Diego, CA 92153 

Toll Free: 1 (866) 332-6332 
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tceives the DFC for rescue 
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1, assigned to flying VIP missions 
I Forces Victor. He had landed at 
Be to drop off a chaplain. 

1 I would lead the flight of two 
1 the rescue attempt because my 
I two .30-caliber machine guns, 
'did not. 

31 Forces major returned and told 
1e had requested an air strike by 
irce prior to the rescue, and had 

helicopter gunships to accom­
VO Baca and I tuned our radios to 
orce forward air controller's fre­
nd took off from the strip. Baca 
J in trail formation behind me as 
~d to about 2,500 feet and circled 
The forward air controller called 
r U.S. adviser and asked him to 
oke grenade to identify his posi­
e the air strike. I saw about eight 
~nades pop about the :Same time. 

;old the adviser about the number 
grenades and then asked him 

1r he had popped. He said green. 
there were two green grenades. 

er said his was near a road. I saw 
her smoke grenade had popped 
feet of the green grenade set off 

viser. The FAC told the adviser the 
3s too close to the South Vietnam­
! in an air strike. He then sent the 

-------~---~----~---------·iets back to their base. 

I saw a Special Forces major running to­
ward my aircraft, waving his hands. He 
ran up to my door and told me a com­
pany of South Vietnamese soldiers and 
their U.S. Special Forces advisers had 
been surrounded by a large force of Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese troops 
about five kilometers west of the com­
pound. The major asked if I could fly in 
and airlift them back to the compound. 
He said the group had taken some casu­
alties and was under attack. 

He told me: "You don't have to go in, but 
we sure would appreciate it if you could 
get them out of there." 

When I told him I would try to fly the 
South Vietnamese and their advisers out, 
he said he would contact the pilot in a 
Huey behind mine about joining the 
rescue attempt. I sent my crew chief to 
the other aircraft with a note on which I 
had written an FM radio frequency over 
which we could communicate. 

I learned the aircraft commander of the 
other helicopter was Warrant Officer 

We were joined by two UH-1 C helicopter 
gunships, whose team leader told me the 
two planes were running low on fuel. I flew 
east of the area where the South Vietnam­
ese and their advisers were located, back to 
the compound at Cau Song Be, and de­
scended to tree top level. Flying at about 
90 knots, I lowered the fuselage of the 
Huey below the level of the trees and bam­
boo growing along both sides of a narrow 
road that Jed from the compound to where 
the South Vietnamese had been am­
bushed. Only the rotor and the top part of 
the rotor mast were above the vegetation. 

When I figured I was near the South Viet­
namese company, I told the senior adviser 
to pop a smoke grenade so that I wouldn't 
overshoot his position. Within seconds I 
saw smoke drifting ahead of me. I flared the 
Huey over the smoke and leveled the air­
craft above bamboo growing along the 
side of the road. We were hovering high 
over the troops and there didn't appear to 
be any clearings nearby, so I chopped my 
way to the ground with the rotor blades. 

Immediately after the Huey touched 
down, the South Vietnamese started 
climbing aboard the Huey through the 
open cargo doors. I could hear shots 
being fired at my aircraft and some of the 
South Vietnamese were hit by rounds 
while on board the Huey. 

I looked out of the cockpit to see where 
the shots were coming from, but the 
bamboo and trees were too dense to see 
more than 1 5 or 20 feet. 

The South Vietnamese defense perimeter 
was within the sweep of my rotor blades. 

I can remember Lt. Croteau asking me 
how to operate the M60 machine gun. I 
told him not to fire it, that he would 
probably hit some friendlies. He then 
asked me what he should do. I asked him 
if he had brought a camera along. When 
he said "yes," I told him to shoot some 
pictures so that we would have a souve­
nir. I looked back and he had taken out 
his camera and was shooting pictures of 
dead South Vietnamese soldiers along­
side the Huey. 

After 10 of the wounded South Vietnam­
ese soldiers were aboard the aircraft, and 
WO Baca said he had a full load of 
wounded, I hovered the aircraft straight 
up through the hole I had chopped 
through the bamboo. 

When the rotors were above the top of 
the bamboo I was starting tb Jose engine 
rpm from hovering so high with a heavy 
load. I was able to pick up speed gradu­
ally, again flying with th~ Huey's fuselage 
below the level of the vegetation and 
over the road. After flying low level for 
several kilometers west of the ambush, I 
lifted the nose of the Huey and climbed 
to 1,500 feet. 

Baca and I flew 
the South Viet­
namese back to 
the compound 
at Cau Song Be, 
dropped them 
off and returned 
to the ambush 
site, again flying 
low level above 
the road. The 
two gunships 
rejoined us as we 
started back to­
ward the 
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Huey pilot receives the DFC for rescue 
As the aircraft com­
mander of a UH- ID 
"Huey" helicopter in the 

First Flight Platoon of the I I 8th Assault 
Helicopter Company stationed at Bien 
Hoa Air Base, South Vietnam, I was as­
signed to fly a U.S. Special Forces pay­
master from camp to camp on May 14, 
1967. 

On the morning of the mission, Lt. Al 
Croteau, who commanded the J 98th 
Signal Detachment, which was attached 
to the I 18th Assault Helicopter Com­
pany, asked me what type of flying I 
would he doing that day. When I told , 
him that it would be flying the Special 
Forces paymaster from one camp to an­
other, he asked if he could fly in place of 
the door gunner on the crew. 

Lt. Croteau indicated he was attempting 
to gather enough hours of flight time to 
earn an Air Medal, and was looking for a 
mission in which he could log some 
hours of direct combat support time. 

After picking up the Special Forces pay­
master, we flew to an outpost called Cau 
Song Be, near Tay Ninh City. I landed on · 
a dirt strip outside the compound. As I 
was starting to shut down the engine, 
one of the crewmembers on my helicop­
ter told me that another UH- I "Huey" 
had landed on the strip behind me. 

I saw a Special Forces major running to­
ward my aircraft, waving his hands. He 
ran up to my door and told me a com­
pany of South Vietnamese soldiers and 
their U.S. Special Forces advisers had 
been surrounded by a large force of Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese troops 
about five kilometers west of the com­
pound. The major asked if I could fly in 
and airlift them back to the compound. 
He said the group had taken some casu­
alties and was under attack. 

He told me: "You don't have to go in, but 
we sure would appreciate it if you could 
get them out of there." 

When I told him I would try to fly the 
South Vietnamese and their advisers out, 
he said he would contact the pilot in a 
Huey behind mine about joining the 
rescue attempt. I sent my crew chief to 
the other aircraft with a note on which I 
had written an FM radio frequency over 
which we could communicate. 

I learned the aircraft commander of the 
other helicopter was Warrant Officer 

Tom Baca, assigned to flying VIP missions 
for II Field Forces Victor. He had landed at 
Cau Song Be to drop off a chaplain. 

I told him I would lead the flight of two 
aircraft on the rescue attempt because my 
Huey had two .30-caliber machine guns, 
which his did not. 

The Special Forces major returned and told 
me that he had requested an air strike by 
the Air Force prior to the rescue, and had 
asked for helicopter gunships to accom­
pany us. WO Baca and I tuned our radios to 
the Air Force forward air controller's fre­
quency and took off from the strip. Baca 
was flying in trail formation behind me as 
we climbed to about 2,500 feet and circled 
the area. The forward air controller called 
the senior U.S. adviser and asked him to 
pop a smoke grenade to identify his posi­
tion before the air strike. I saw about eight 
smoke grenades pop about the same time. 

The PAC told the adviser about the number 
of smoke grenades and then asked him 
what color he had popped. He said green. 
However, there were two green grenades. 
The adviser said his was near a road. I saw 
that another smoke grenade had popped 
within 30 feet of the green grenade set off 
by the adviser. The FAC told the adviser the 
enemy was too close to the South Vietnam­
ese to call in an air strike. He then sent the 
Air Force jets back to their base. 

We were joined by two UH- IC helicopter 
gunships, whose team leader told me the 
two planes were running low on fuel. I flew 
east of the area where the South Vietnam­
ese and their advisers were located, back to 
the compound at Cau Song Be, and de­
scended to tree top level. Flying at about 
90 knots, I lowered the fuselage of the 
Huey below the level of the trees and bam­
boo growing along both sides of a narrow 
road that led from the compound to where 
the South Vietnamese had been am­
bushed. Only the rotor and the top part of 
the rotor mast were above the vegetation. 

When I figured I was near the South Viet­
namese company, I told the senior adviser 
to pop a smoke grenade so that I wouldn 't 
overshoot his position. Within seconds I 
saw smoke drifting ahead of me. I flared the 
Huey over the smoke and leveled the air­
craft above bamboo growing along the 
side of the road. We were hovering high 
over the troops and there didn't appear to 
be any clearings nearby, so I chopped my 
way to the ground with the rotor blades. 

Immediately after the Huey touched 
down, the South Vietnamese started 
climbing aboard the Huey through the 
open cargo doors. I could hear shots 
being fired at my aircraft and some of the 
South Vietnamese were hit by rounds 
while on board the Huey. 

I looked out of the cockpit to see where 
the shots were coming from, but the 
bamboo and trees were too dense to see 
more than I 5 or 20 feet. 

The South Vietnamese defense perimeter 
was within the sweep of my rotor blades. 

I can remember Lt. Croteau asking me 
how to operate the M60 machine gun. I 
told him not to fire it, that he would 
probably hit some friendlies. He then 
asked me what he should do. I asked him 
if he had brought a camera along. When 
he said "yes, " I told him to shoot some 
pictures so that we would have a souve­
nir. I looked back and he had taken out 
his camera and was shooting pictures of 
dead South Vietnamese soldiers along­
side th~ Huey. 

After I 0 of the wounded South Vietnam­
ese soldiers were aboard the aircraft, and 
WO Baca said he had a full load of 
wounded, I hovered the aircraft straight 
up through the hole I had chopped 
through the bamboo. 

When the rotors were above the top of 
the bamboo I was starting tb lose engine 
rpm from hovering so high with a heavy 
load. I was able to pick up speed gradu­
ally, again flying with th~ Huey's fuselage 
below the level of the vegetation and 
over the road. After flying low level for 
several kilometers west of the ambush, I 
lifted the nose of the Huey and climbed 
to 1,500 feet. 

Baca and I flew 
the South Viet­
namese back to 
the compound 
at Cau Song Be, 
dropped them 
off and returned 
to the ambush 
site, again flying 
low level above 
the road. The 
two gunships 
rejoined us as we 
started back to­
ward the 
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bush site. 

Again, I asked the 
U.S. adviser to pop 
a smoke grenade 
when he heard us 
approaching. I 
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found the same holes in the bamboo we 
had cut earlier, and lowered the aircraft 
back to the ground. There were more 
dead South Vietnamese in the landing 
zone (LZ) and I could hear more small 
arms fire. More wounded were placed 
aboard the Huey. When the load 
reached 1 O soldiers and Baca said his 

aircraft was loaded, we hovered back to 
the top of the bamboo and flew low level 
out of the area. As we exited, the gunship 
team leader radioed that his aircraft were 
low on fuel and had leave the mission. 

Baca and I flew the wounded back to Cau 
Song Be, and made a third trip to the am­
bush site to pick up the South Vietnamese 
and their U.S. advisers. This time, some of 
the South Vietnamese soldiers were killed 
by gunfire after they l:lad climbed aboard 
the aircraft. I can recall looking back and 
watching the U.S. adviser throw their bod­
ies off the Huey. 

Baca and · I flew our aircraft back to the 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS: Army veteran gets medal 56 years late 

84-year-old praised for seNice in Korean 
War 

By KEITH ROGERS REVIEW-JOURNAL 

Robert Teitelbaum shakes hands with Col. 
Stephen Wilkins after Wilkins pinned a 
Distinguished Flying Cross medal on his 
jacket during a ceremony Thursday at 
Basic High School in Henderson. 

Photo by John Gurzinski. 

Nearly 56 years have passed since a U.S. 
Army major general in Korea signed the 
order for Robert Teitelbaum's Distin­
guished Flying Cross, a medal he has cher­
ished ever since but never formally had it 
pinned on his jacket. 

That was until Thursday during a cere­
mony at Basic High School in Henderson, 
when a colonel from the 6th Army Recruit­
ing Brigade clipped it on and shook his 
hand and the commander of the school's 
ROTC program called him "a great Ameri­
can ,who risked everything so we can live 
the way we do." 

Teitelbaum, an 84-year-old Las Vegas real 
estate salesman, flew about 300 missions 
at the beginning of the Korean War. He 
piloted unarmed, single-engine planes to 
spot enemy ground forces so he and an 
obseNer could radio back coordinates to 
adjust artillery fire or even call for rounds 
from big guns aboard Navy cruisers and 
destroyers. 

Put simply, he called the shots. 

"If I couldn't reach them with the naval 
(gunfire) as they steamed north, then I 
would lead in Air Force strikes. I would 
identify the target for the Air Force and 
lead them in," Teitelbaum said. 

The ceremony was arranged by The Dis­
tinguished Flying Cross Society's newly 
formed Las Vegas Wings Chapter in coop­
eration with Rep. Jon Porter, R-Nev. 

The medal, a four-bladed propeller super­
imposed on an equal-armed bronze cross, 
is attached to a blue ribbon with two thin 
white stripes and a red one in the center. 

It is given to members of all branches of 
the Armed Forces for heroism or extraordi­
nary achievement while participating, in 
flight during combat. Its roots go back to 
Capt. Charles Lindbergh of the Army 
Corps ReseNe, who received it for his 
transatlantic solo flight in 1927. 

Teitelbaum's Distinguished Flying Cross is 
for extraordinary achievement from Sept. 
3-7, 1950, for missions over the Naktong 
River area. He was still in combat when he 
received the order for the medal. He later 
left Korea and returned to Fort Sill, Okla., 
to seNe as a flight instructor for three 
years. 

"Nothing was ever said about pinning it 
on me, so it was just something that was­
n't in the back of my mind," he said. 

When the Las Vegas Wings Chapter 
formed this year, president Jack Donahue 
and society board chairman Jack Mates 
determined that a pinning ceremony for 
Teitelbaum was in order. 

"Until just recently, the government never 
kept a cumulative listing of who received 
the Di=C award," Mates said. 

In addition to the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Teitelbaum is the recipient of 15 air 
medals, two of which he was awarded 
during World War II for flights he made in 
Italy. 
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landing zone, without gunship cover, a 
fourth and a fifth time. We were able 
to rescue all of the South Vietnamese 
soldiers and · the U.S. advisers who 
were still alive. We left the dead in the 
landing zone. In all, the two helicop­
ters carried about 1 20 people out of 
the ambush. No helicopter crewmem­
bers were wounded. 

Jack Swickard was awarded the 
DFC for his heroic actions that 'routine 
paymaster flight' in RVN. He has kept 
in contact with his wingman of that 
memorable day, WO 1 Tom Baca. 

Jack Swickard 

Member of the 
DFCSand 
editor of the 
VHPA Aviator 
magazine. 

Teitelbaum was never shot down in 
either war, but he had close calls, 
including one in the skies over Italy 
when his plane came under attack by 
a pair of German Messerschmitt-109s. 

"They were firing their machine guns 
from their wings. They missed me . ... 
Then they turned around and came 
back at me," he said. "I started flying 
circles inside of them." 

Then, from between 8,000 feet and 
1 0,000 feet altitude, "I pulled the 
throttle back and pushed the stick 
forward and went straight down in a 
nose dive. Then leveled it off a little 
above the tree tops. I didn't see them 
anymore." 

Teitelbaum said he put a metal lid 
from a wood-burning stove on his 
seat to protect him from rifle bullets. 

"I had patches on top of patches from 
small arms fire," he said, referring tci 
his planes' thin, metal skins. "We just 
did what we had to do." 
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THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 530250 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92153 

Toll free: 1-866-DFC-MEDAL (332-6332) 
Email: 1 dfcs @dfcsociety.org 

Website: www.dfcsociety.org 

DFCS MEMORABILIA ORDER FORM 

Item Size or Qty Unit Total 
Description Color Price Due 

Solid Brass DFCS Belt Buckle $32.00 

Polo Shirt $35.00 

Commemorative Plaque $135.00 

Pen & Letter Opener Set $30.00 

3 DFCS Pens $10.00 

DFCS Mouse Pad $10.00 

Brown Aviator Bear w/or w/o mini DFC medal 18.00 or $22.00 

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE INSCRIPTION 

Write the inscription you wish to have on your plaque 
in the box to the left. 

Use no more than four (4) lines with no more than 
thirty (30) characters per line.: 

YOU MUST BEADFCS MEMBER OR RELATED TOADFCSMEMBER ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE 

SHIPPING & 
HANDLING 

Make checks payable to: 
DFCSMEMBERNAME ________________ _ DFCS 

Print order form, complete, mail to: 
RELATIONSHIP TO ABOVE DFCS MEMBER NAIVIE ________ _ DFCS 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Order· Received _____ _ 

Please fill in label below PRINT CLEARLY This is your shipping label 

+ + + Check # ________ _ 
Amom1t $ 

··- · - · -·- · - · - · - · -·- · - · -·-·- · - · - · - · - · -·- · - · - · - · - · -·-·- · -·~ j From: 'J':J{E 'DISTJ:NrgWS:Jf'E'D J'LYJ:Nrg CROSS SOO'EI'y 1 

--------
Date of Clteck ______ _ P.O. BOX 530250 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92153 
01·der P1·ocessed ------
Date Order Sltipped ___ _ 

~ Ship to: 
I 

State Shipped to _____ _ 

Inscription plate to Engraver __ 
Rcvd from Engraver ____ _ 

I 

· · - · - · - · - · - · - · -·- · -·- · - · - · - · - · -·- ·-·-· - ·-· - · - · - · -·-·- · -·~ 
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DFCS MIGdalilk Plaque 
D.FCS Baseball ~ blu.e 
DFCS Baseball Cap, white 
DFCS Bumper Sticker 
DFCS Wifid0;w ID«al 
DPCS Logo Patch,, S 112" 
DFCS IE...ogo Patch.,, 4 J/2" 
DFCS Logo Patch. 3 ~ 12"" 
Cmmic Cup, DFCS Logo 
Fi:amcd IDFCS 1.Algo, SX 1 O"' 

DFCS l.og~ Postcards. U> 

Dlscontl ued Item 

DFCS Oval I.Ape] Pin., white _..;,,1~,5<1,;.,. ·-+-i---"1 
DFCS Key R.:iin\9, w/Loge (J..S01 

Ladie!i Tri.-collor DFCS P in 7'.00 
DFCS Lapel Ribbon Bar 1.00 
Miniature IDFC Medal 1.00 
DFCS Shin, s ,..xL 35.00 
DFCS Shi.rt,, XXL 31501 

T~tal $ 

D·FCLAPEL 
RIBBON BAR 

WITT! R i;oi:fr.AT10 

MB1Ml A!'fli) 

f ERSONArJZED 

N AME:?L.ATE 

ORDERFO,RM 
Pteae eo111plete order f1a;rm. 

DETACH FORM .. m•iJI w/eheek 

To Order COMMEM01t11'1VE PUOlJE: 

Fill i.n above box With the wording you 
wish on yow plaque. 

The plaque namep~te wm hold no 
more: than four (4J Jina with 
t•lm· (30) cllJUOcan Del' lln·e. 

DFCS Shirts 

Men's 
Size 

M 
L 

XL 
XXL 

Women ts 
Size 

s 
M 
L 
XL 

The Distinguished Flying Cross News Page 13 



THE DISTINGUISHED FL YING CROSS SOCIETY 
P. 0. BOX 530250 

Toll free 1-866-DFC-MEDAL (332-6332) 

Local Tel (619} 220-0003 

The Honorable John T. Salazar 

Member of Congress CO - 3 

1531 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

Re: Stolen Valor Act of 2005 

Dear Representative Salazar: 

SAN DIEGO, CA 92153 

E-mail dfcs@dfcsociety.org 

Website www.dfcsociety.org 

We encourage all members to read this Jetter your DFCS Board endorsed and sent 
to our local Representative in California and ask that you write your Congressman, 
using our Jetter as a template, to request that the DFC medal be added to the Stolen 
Valor Act of 2005 and that you would like their support by voting on this important 
legislation. Be sure to sign your name as Member of The Distinguished Flying Cross 
Society. 

On behalf of The Distinguished Flying Cross Society, I would like to take this opportunity to address the "Stolen Valor Act of 2005". On 
May 20, 2006, the National DFCS Board of Directors unanimously voted to endor~e the legislation, HR 3352, "Stolen Valor Act of 2005" 
relating to military medals. In addition, we would appreciate the legislation also include the Distinguished Flying Cross, as it is ranked 
higher than some of the medals identified in the resolution. 

The Distinguished Flying Cross was established in the Air Corps Act (Act of Congress, 2 July, 1926, Public Law No. 446, 69th Congress). 
This act provided for the DFC to be awarded "to any person, while serving in any capacity with the Air Corps of the Army of the United 
States, including the National Guard and the 26 organized reserves or with the United States Navy, since the 6th day of April 1917, has 
distinguished, or who, after the approval of this Act, distinguishes himself by heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in 
an aerial flight.,,· The current requirements for award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to Army personnel is contained in Title 10, U .S.C., 
Section 3749; Section 6245 for Navy personnel; and Section 8749 for Air Force personnel. 

The DFC Society has long recognized the misuse of military honors and medals by those not deserving. Membership in our Society re­
quires proof positive of having been awarded the DFC medal. We currently have more than 4,400 members throughout the United States. 
The Board of Directors would be pleased to notify its members to contact their representative in the House and Senate to offer their sup­
port by voting on this important legislation. 

We would appreciate hearing from you to advise what we can do to be of assistance. Thank you for all you do and for your attention to 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Michael E. O'Neil, President & CEO 

FIRST RECORDED MILITARY RESCUE BY HELICOPTER 
The Hoverfly in CBI 

The first recorded use of a helicopter as 
rescue aircraft by the U.S. Military took 
place in the China-Burma-India Theater 
of World War II. A Sikorsky-built R-4 heli­
copter was used in April 1 944 in a dra­
matic rescue of a downed pilot and three 
wounded soldiers in the jungles of 
Burma. The fledgling aircraft was under­
powered, which was only made worse 
by the heat and humidity of the jungle. 
Three trips were necessary to evacuate 
the men. The R-4 was first used in com­
bat in May 1944, after which, Col. Philip 
G. Cochran, Commanding Officer of the 
1st Air Commando Group wrote to a 
friend, "Today the 'egg-beater' went into 
action and the damn thing acted like it 
had good sense." 

The R-4 Hoverfly was the world's first 
production helicopter. The original mili­
tary model, the XR-4, was developed 
from the famous experimental VS-300 
helicopter, invented and built by Igor 

Sikorsky and publicly demonstrated in 
1940. The XR-4 made its initial flight on 
January 13, 1942 and as a result of its suc­
cessful flight tests, the Army ordered 30 for 
additional service testing and flight train­
ing. One went to Burma and one to 
Alaska, while the others were assigned to 
the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and British 
Royal Navy. They showed such promise 
that the Army Air Force ordered 100 more. 
The R-4 was also used in other missions as 
liaison and an observation platform. 

In January, 1945, the later YR-6 model was 
rushed to CBI "due to a critical situation 
concerning the rescue of combat personnel 
in enemy held territory in the· India-Burma 
Sector." The orders, issued by General 
"Hap" Arnold, further stated that the heli­
copter be transported "by the most expedi­
tious means." In a few short months the 
helicopter had gone from a testing and 
training aircraft to a critical necessity. The 
R-6 provided search and rescue services in 
China during the final months of the war. 
See the original orders 

In 1943 few people knew what a heli­
copter was or what it might be capable 
of doing. The first flight of a practical 
single-rotor helicopter had taken place 
only four years earlier, in 1939. In De­
cember of 1940, Sikorsky Was awarded a 
contract to develop helicopters for the 
military. This Jed to development of the 
R-4, the world's first production helicop­
ter. The R-4 and its later R-5 and R-6 verc 
sions were the only helicopters used in 
action in World War II. By war's end, 400 
military helicopters had been built. 
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DFCS NEW MEMBERSIIlP APPLICATION 
Give this to a friend who has a DFC - Membership Drive 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

DATE OF BIRTH:-----NAME=------------------~ 
ADDRESS:_~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
CITY: ______________ ___,STATE: ___ ZIP: _________ _ 

TEL: ( FAX: 
E-MAIL: ______________________ _ 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

I am a DFC Recipient and I wish to: 

) Submit application for a One-Year Membership - $35 (includes processing fee) 

) Submit application for a Three-Year Membership - S 7 5 (processing fee waived) 

) Submit application for a Lifetime Membership - schedule of fees below (processing fee waived): 

) Below 55 $400 ) Age 65·- 69 $200 

)Age55-59 $300 )Age70-74 $150 

) Age 60-64 $250 ) Above 74 $100 

SIGNATURE: ___________________ _ DATE:· _______ _ 

Above signature indicates I have read and unc;lerstand the "Qualifications for Membership", as outlined below. Required documentation is enclosed. 

D 

D 

If the above-named DFC Recipient wishes to purchase an Associate Membership for a spouse, child, 
or parent, please provide name & relationship to you below and include an additional check fo~ $20.00 

Name of Associate Member:-------------- Relationship to DFC Recipient: _____ _ 

If you wish to add a deceased DFC Recipient to the DFCS Honor Roll, complete the above form in your nam 
and list the Recipient's name below. Upon acceptance of application, the deceased DFC Recipient's name & citation 
will be added to the DFCS Honor Roll and remain there in perpetuity. If you meet the requirements listed below, 
you may purchase a 12-month Associate Membershii::> for an additional $20.00 

DFC Recipient's name:-------------- Relationship toDFC Recipient: _______ _ 

Serve(d) in __ Air Force __ Army Coast Guard __ Marine Corps __ Navy 

Type of aircraft7 -------
Theatre7 _________________ _ 

"QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP" 

1. You m ust be either a recipient of the Distinguished F lying Cross or the spouse, child, parent or 

descendant of a D FC Recipient . 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Received 

2. You must submit, as proof positive, documentation of receipt of the DFC. We will accept a copy of 
general orders or the citation awarding the Dist inguished F lying Cross or a c~py ofDD-214 or Separa tion 

Papers indicating receipt of the DFC. 

3. You must pay the appropriate fee for membership type desired. Fees listed above. 

Your signature on this application gives authorization for DFCS to publish same in Society news maga­

zine, web site, or any DFC Society sponsored publications. 

Mail application, check, and required documentation to: 

The Distinguished Flying Cross Society, P. 0. Box 530250, San Diego, CA 92153 

Check # 

Amount s 
Membership 

Expiration Date 

D Entered in Database 

D Entered on Website Honor roll 

D Created Certificate 

D Created ID Card 

D Mailed New-Mbr Pkt 
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THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 530250 
San Diego. CA 92153 

Toll Free Phone: 1-866-0FC-MEDAL (332-6332) 
Fax: (619) 330-4864 

E-mail: dfcs@dfcsociety.org 

"For heroism and/or extraordinary 
achievement in aerial flight ... " 

' I 11 1-
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FLYING CROSS 
S oc1FT Y 

The Distinguished Flying Cross Society was formed in Capistrano 
Beach, California in 1994 as a non-profit organization whose mem­
bers have been awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, as a result of 
deeds accomplished during aerial flight. The Society's aim is to publi­
cize the meaning of the award and to honor its recipients. In addi­
tion to furthering the history and traditions of the men and women 
who were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Society has 
established scholarships and benefited air-minded organizations 
throughout the nation. The organization has reunions biennially to 
reunite holders of the Distinguished Flying Cross, conducts tours and 
presents a forum for patriotic, historical, social and recreational activi­
ties. The Society is a nonprofit tax-free organization sanctioned by 
the California Secretary of State and the Internal Revenue Service. 

The Bylaws of the Society state that Regular Members shall be per­
sons who have been awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and 
paid the processing fee and membership dues. Associate Members 
shall be the spouse, children, and/ or descendant of DFC recipients 
who were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and are, or were, 
Members of the Society. A family member may enter the name of a 
loved one posthumously, and for a small additional fee may become 
an Associate Member. 

A newsletter is published 3 times yearly to keep Members informed 
of the Society's activities and present first person accounts of its mem­
bers' exploits. It is anticipated that this organization will grow beyond 
its national status and, in the near future, be recognized throughout 
the world aviation community. 

or deeds accomplished while participating in aerial flight ... 

s Vegas Reunion Oct. 22 • 2~ 2006 
Time is running out ... 

Call the Riveria Hotel at 
1·800-634-6753 prior to 
/20/06 to get the special 
rate of $89 per room 
Fill out the DFCS 

Registration Form 
and send check to 

AFR, Inc. 
322 Madison Mews 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

ATTN:DFCS 
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