
;ne 145th Cc,"nba.t A·..;i.ation 8.:.\ttal ion (1 • .Jietn~_rn) Association is a fraternal 'v1eteranG 
1:Jr:•;;aniz.:ition filed 1..mder IRS Cc·de section 50i(c) 19. We are established for the p1.irpose 
of holding reunions, writing unit and battalion history, and to re-establish the 
cor,·i: ... ;i.der•J of' the Ba.tta.l ion, units and Detachments .:i.ssociated with the 145th CAB, (45t'h 
Tr-·a.ns BN in the e~.rl•:J d.:!.l::JS). We are tr-i::Jing to locate ever1,1one who served with the !45th 
C:xnb.:it A·.,,.ia.tion Batt.al ic1n and 45th T1-ans 8n. in 1.!ietnam, the tmits of HHC, Bth, 33rd, 
57-t.h, 8ist, 93rd, 339th Tr~.ns CO's, the UTT ., 18th, 25th, 68th, 71st, 74th, i17th, !18th, 
li9th .. i20th, · i2ist .. i:35th, i47th, 184th, :1.~)th, i97th, 213-t.h, 242nd, 334th, 335th A' .. JN 
c,:.,..;1p~.n ies, CG A-82nd A1..)N BN, CO A-~·Oist A1~JM BN ,. 5?th MEC• , and a.l l Det.•.chments. Han•J of 
these •Jn its served with the 145th E:.a.ttal ior. for just .a short time in 1v1 ietnam . To t ruly 
r··e- est;.bl ish the cc:ri-1r.a.ci.?1·'=.1 of' the units c1Je welcc.me everyone assi•Jned to these units to 
Je;in in :.Nith u,.; . To us .:. unit is a unit no m.;tter :.1;hat other batt.a.l ions it tttatJ h.a\:e been 
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Ne1,"s letter 

3719 FOREST HILL /WE I FORT WAYNE I IH 468()5 
1-219-483-5149 

I want to wish everyone a very happg 1990 and .elcme all atr new readers,. W.ich ~Uy 
\lie wil 1 have many of before the next newsletter. If this is the first tille you are receiving atr 
n'.:'Wslett.er please le\. me kncM if you are interested in our Association. In tt...rch I will be 
pr inting our arviual peopl~ locat.ed director1'6 so please everyone aake sw-e I have yo..- current 
address and phone nunber. 

I would like for you to read this page first but let ae highlight the rest of the 
n~letter for you. On page 10 is our financial report,. and ~ had a very good 1989. It looks 
l ike 1990 will be very good also. We no111 have color t.nit and Association T-shirts which we- a.re 
s~lling to raise fund to continue to locate rl8tf people,. more infonaation on page 11. ·And ·-001 page 
i 2 is the latest inforeation on our 1991 Reunion at fort Rucker . On page 13 & 14 is a list of 
~vef1f"IJOe we have located since the last ~sletter. You ~ill find other small.er articles through 
out the new;;letter and al 1 are import;mt . 

You will notice that starting on page 2, is a section called Readers Response, I look 
forward to receiving your respon_.:;e from this ne..i.-sletter and hope to find many aore of the 
details of our history in your responses. So send in whatever info •JOU can and of COY'Se w are 
a l.ways interest in aniJ remarks you may Mve. The Readers Response section of the newsletter is 
your section, written by you, I will put in almost everything you send in, tailess I feel that 
you didn't ~ant it put in, space permitting~ if you mark it for the R R section or not for the R 
R section it will help. Let me know if you think there is to many Editorial Notes, MOSt are to 
explain why I do things certain ways or give credit where credit is due. Writing the Readers 
Response section gives me a. chance to catch up on the mail, if you have witten in your letter 
and an_c::wer is probabl.y in that sect ion. 

I have gotten many positive conments a.bout the articles at:lot.R the Batta.lion History, so the 
article is cootirnres in this newsletter on page 7 & 8. The article deals Nith the early dalJS of 
the lffT, ar.d is taken fNllll letters about their history. If you lllOOld I ike to see more details on 
:Jour tme with the 14'5th please send in any information you can. In the next newsletter will' be 
a report on the 93rd Trans Co and 121st AHC earl1.1 days. Remember I was there in 69-?0 and that's · 
the only time period that [ can rememberp s:o pl.ease put in as niar11:1 details a.s possible. And for 
those of you who served with a unit before or after it was assi~ to the 1-45th please send me 
info on your unit so I can cover thml better. My historical infonaation file is very thin after 
Tet of 1968, so please send me any information yoi..1 can, try to put as close a historical date on 
it as you can. 

·· · If you check the mailing label of this newsl etter, you will see yow- 11e1abership st.atus. The 
maq ing label will say Haaber,. or Pl.ease renew,. or Pl.ease Join. [f it sa~ Please renew or 
Please join then please send in your $10 membership di.Jes so we can keep locating new people. 
Sme people have asked for a reminder of when their dues a.re due and the individual. mailing 
l abel is the easiest way . 

If any of you have any sets of orders that has any information a.bout anyone who served Nitti 
the units listed on the cover of ~ newslett.er please send me a copy, if you haven'"t done so 
alread~. The information may help locate them. If you have any old address please send thal. I 
need all the information you can send. If yr...u have any current address or can get any current 
address, I will put them on the newsletter ma iling I ist. I ~uld appreciate it if you could copy 
the top of the cover page and post it an:P"lere sane of our former llE!llbers may. be .. VFWs,. ~­
Leg., Military Post, Guard Units, etc., etc. 

In the last few weeks I lost a couple of phone calls, I don't kn<M if it was my phone or 
AH.T's problem. One cal.l was fran a Billy, and the other my wife didn't get the name before the 
line went dead . It' you called and the line went ~ad please call back, or drop me a line in the 
mail . r hate to lose a call., all are import.uit to me. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter, I tried to put in •any interesting articles. Please let 
me lcnao: what you thi.nkp positive or negative. (f you have anything yo1.1 thiric ~ld be of 
interest please send it in, I would appreciate it. 

Pa~ 1 Thank You J a.es L Bodle in 
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READERS RESPOt---ISE 

I have received · many cards and letters since the last newsletter. Here are sane of the 
letters, mostly a.bout the Association ·and our Batta.I ion History. I thank all those who ..-ote in 
a.r..d invite everyone t-o write in.. I think this is the best part of the newsletter. Please re.ad 
the letters, I think you will find them interesting. 

Dear Jim & Deb; I appreciate your dOOication to the Association. I know that you two have put 
m:Jch of your personal lHe on hold to put this together. Thanks!!! 

I just have one quest ion or ccmnent and that is I have not seen any mention of the 98th 
Field Maintenance Unit. This was the Field Support Unit for the 120th tNn tmit I was in This 
unit 1.11as part of the i45th and needs to be included. Sincerely .. John Gaither 
<Editorial Note) Thank 'JOU John, it's nice to be appreciated. Your ccmaent is ...ell ta.ken,·" I have 
heard many ti.mes since the Association was started t-hat not enough is said about tmits a.00 
Detacffi.ents that supported the units. When I first started listing people by unit I had· a rough 
time grouping people1 together with all the unit name changes .. trying to list them by Detachlent 
seemed impossible, but naJW I'm getting better with the c<111puter. In the next Directory I will be 
listing people by unit or detachllent.., which ever they prefe!"~ and in the same place as if I !AS 

still listing only by f!rvn Co. Anyone Nanting to be listed differently then they are now please 
let me know. We all k."li~ that ~it.00 .. rt Mai..nterµ_rree Detacments and other support DetachAents none 
of us could have done our jobs, no one group more i11po.-tant then the other. And let us not 
for9et o-.,;r s~urity Det.., Medical Detp Signal Det.. and P=O.L. Det~ etc; that it took to get our 
helicopters off "tne grrn;r--0. When I arrived in Vietnam in July 1969 I was assigned to the 
MaL"'lte."1.ance p!.atoon of the 68th AHC# which at a earlier ti.me was the 391st Ma.int Det; which I 
g=.1ess a.t sc;ne time the Army figured out that the two unit were really one. I would 1 ike to find 
t he history of each of the Deta.c.~ts.. I do plan on putting together a chart showing which 
detacroient were assigned tn whid~ units, soon. Thank you= 

Jim; Enclosed please find my check for $50. This should caver the nex·t five years. I was 
assigned to the 68th f!r,.;n Co <Armed Helicopter) in Sept 64. During my tour the ~it IAS 

redesignated the i97th AVti CO. I am now a LTC.. Aviati.o."1 Branch. During Sep 64-65 I was an 
enlisted man= I was assi~ned to the operations section as an Operations Specialist. I can recall 
~ork L"'lg for (then) Cpt Joe 0 Jobe and Cpt Richard S Jarrett. I could not attend your August 89 
Reunion. I plan to attend t~.e 91 Reunion. David N. Clark 
CEditorial Note) Thank you David for your confidence in us .. I'll see you in 1991 at Fort Rucker. 
J im 

J.ames, Thanks f or sen.~1ng t he T-Shirts so promptly. I think you did an outstanding job on then. 
The1,:1 !.ook real gnodu I \iliH t.r-iJ to get in touch with others in this area & show them. Hope this 
letter ~ pa.•:;Jnent arrive m<, we are making rea.diJ for "Hugo"! Don~t It.now what's in store· for us. 
!,.ie are SDme 45 mil..es from the Coast. Thanks a.gain= Al Campton 
(Editorial Note) The T-shirts Al referred to were 4 color unit T-shirts with the original 1962 
UTT patch printed n.'"1 t .. ":-el!l= We a.I.SD h.ave than with the 1964 UTT patch, the 197th patch and the 
Ba.Hal i•::m "First in Vietnam" patch for the Association T-shirt. One bad thing about having 
friends ail rr¥er the United States is "*1en disasters like Hugo on the east coast .. earthquakes on 
the west coast, tornados in Huntsville, AL, a.r.:-0 schools blowing-in in New York state, you krKM 
people in ea.ch of these area= I would like to help our people in these areas .. but donrt know 
he-~ = I ;s;ould need to know the n~d and would need to !mow ~ho would be willing to help. let me 
know what your ideas are on th i.s, please= And thank you Al for !,,.JOUr T-shirt order, your order 
he lps us to t:.e able to pr ovide items like this to our members, within the next year I want to be 
able to stock T-shirts l'#ith aU the unit patchs associated '4ith the i45th. [ think the ~t 
designs will be for the i20th , 1i8th, and 68th. See ad in back part of newsletter about unit 
T-shirts= 

Dear Jim & Debby, Here are my copy of pictures taken at. the reunion to add to the Battalion 
Col lection if anyone would request aniJ additional copies there are ni..aibers behind each print. 
J•Jst let me know. Linda and I really enj01Jed being a part of the reunion. And if you asked my 
kids .. what rs the best part of our vacation, they would say .. The Scanticon Hotel'", Ha Ha. I think: 
what they really liked was the run of the place, pools, whirlpool, tennis courts, etc. Just the 
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up beat of a clas s hotel. And even though I only knew but a few fNJm the 118th, I can say, I've 
met a few more friends. Even Chuck .. as rough as he looked I really felt sorry for the guy. But 
how do you break away fram the past? I hope he joins the organization, and 4PJ never know, maybe 
s ome thing like th is is what he needs. WelL I'm going to have to break <ll>la.Y for ncM so take ca.re 
and God Bl ess. John Rollins 
P.S Your doing a great job, please continue. 
<Ed itor ial Note) Along with this letter was 53 pictt.reS ~hich gives us a real good photo review 
of the 1989 Reunion. These pictures .. along with others sent in, have been added to our Battalion 
and Association History display so thetJ can be enjoyed by everyone attending future reunions. I 
agree that the Scanticon Hotel was really great ; lots of activities for the kids, Larry LOlllba.rd 
did a great job getting it for us. Almost everyone who attends the retrtions are effected in 
s m e liJay, for must it has a positive effect. For sane it points out SOllle problm area,. and that 
~ c-..;.n work on. The firs t step in solving a problem is pin pointing it. So thank you John and I 
·wil.L cont inue, and thanks to our manbers the job keeps getting easier. 

pear J im, I enj oyed reading your newsletter. Appreciate the effort you are ma.king and would Hke 
to help in smBJiay. [ have pictures and more names that [ will send. Did you lcnow that the 135t.h 
had a Plt of Australians attached to them? I might be able to locate a roster with their names. 
I hope to make the r eunion at Rucker. Keep up the good t110rk. J . L. Baratx 
<Editorial Hote) Thank you, I'm slowly getting better at. putting the newsletter together. There 
are ;~any wa~s any~ wis hing to help can be of great assistance, if you ~ould like to help 
locate people in your area or frmi your unit/s, or help fill in the history frm your unit/s, -or 
se-:.d in info on who served with ~.l!JUr ooit, or send in pictures or reprints for a pictorial 
h istor y display, or j ust offer incouraging words, all are a~.preciated. In the book "Vietna!I 
Order of Battle" it says 'Tue 135th Aviation CfEilany was the only integrated U.S.-A1..1stralian 
helicopter company in Vietnam. Its call sign "fmu" was dt>rived from .. Experimental t1il itary Unit". 
I a l so heard that it was name after a large, three-toed Australian like an ostrich .. but smaller,. 
but I discl a imed that story ~cause an Emu bird can not fbj, and the 135th fle111 very well. If 
you can find a list of the Austral ia.n members maybe we can locate then!. And if any of the 
A1...1st r alian i35th member were killed in action we need to added them to our Heiwrial List, they 
wouldn't be listed on the "Wall". 

Dear J<1mes , Enclosed is $10.00 for my annual membership dues. Thallk you so much for the 
membership directo.'"Y that I received a while back. Yoo have done a lot of work and are to be 
cCP.lllended I recently received a card from Cpt. Webster who resides in Paris, France. He was my 
XO and operations officer when I was there. On the last page of your KIA update you list Sgt. 
Richard Baca as having died on 19 Jan 69. He was the crew chief for WO Glenn Haukeness and was 
k il led with the ent i re crEM on 19 Jun 69. The crew of Mustang 15 was AC-Glel'Vl Haukeness,. 
P- Rober t Williams, CE-Richard Baca and &-Alan Roochon . Glen Haukeness and I attended flight 
s choo l toget..her and, at times were stick buddies. We chose the 68th because, at the tiae,. it had 
t..l<Jo open ings for pilots and we wanted to stay together. He was a good 111an and RIUCh loved by his 
family with whom I cont inue to correspond. My first child was a son and [ naaed hia William 
Gl enn Hamblin. Thanks aga in for all your hard work. Sincerely 
Bi lly Hamblin 
(Ed i tor ial Note) Thank you Bill for •pr renewal and your positive c0111Rents. I have made the 
cor rection to the Meao.-i.11 List. The faaily of Glen Haukeness is eligible for Honorary 
Member ship in the 145th CAM, there are no dues for HonorartJ Hembers, a.s outlined in our 
·sy-Laws . If t hey would like their Honorary Membership Clife Ti.me>~ [need for you or thE!lll to get 
me t heir mailing address . If anyone receiving this newsletter is in contact with the family of 
!anyon~ on our Memorial. List please let ir-.e know so I can get them on our •a.il ing list also. 

Dear Jim, Just a s hort note to l et you know that contrary to popular belief, California did not 
f a ll i.nto t he ocean so don't b1JlJ an:J Nevada beach front property just yet. The quake registered 
7 . 1 on the pucker power scale. but all is well and getting bade to nonaal. I *>Yid like to 
congratulate you and Debby and all those in charge of the Denver Reunion for an outstanding 
reun ion, looking forwar d to Mother Rucker. I have lost my Grey Hat with solo wings and hope to 
r eplace it there . I have enclosed a copy of an old picture l ran across the other day of the 
best looking "Round Eye " in the 68th. This is a picture of the painting on the nose of "Tiger 
Ta il .. which I believe was taken bl:J Gary All isoo--Tiger Tail "s Cra-1 Chief . If memory serves me 
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correctly .. this p icture 1i1a.s taken before the brass made us '"clean up• the picttre. Sorry I don't 
have a copy of the •after" picture, but maybe sanebody else does . Also enclosed is my membership 
dues .. I lcoow they must be about due but r haven't received the latest newsletter yet so I can't 
check the mailing label for expiration dates. Keep up the good work! Sincerely Dan 
Ferguson Top Tiger 33 Tiger Tail 2 
P.S.- If you come across any information a.s to the whereabouts of Walter <Stoney> &Rice, RLO or 
CPT. Larry Uzzell <Bt.!bbles) please let me lcrnM. I believe Burke was frOA\ Texas and Uzzell was 
from Calif. 
<Editorial Note) Dan, I'm glad to hear that Cl.I ifomia didn't fa.II into the ocean. When I hear 
news reports like the earthquake the first thing I hope for is that all of our people are OK. 
Your dues are paid up to 30 June 1991. And I'm passing on your congratulations on a outstanding 
reunion to Larry and Cindy lanbard. Upon seeing the picture.. I can rE!m8lber walking by and 
giving that nose cover a pat every oow and then. I haven't heard frtJm Gary Allison since he 
called me the first pa.rt of December on his way south for his wedding to Jackie Allen, and 
cong.~atulation to yar~ on being his Best Han. It takes a real good friend and person to travel 
ff'{ll! the West Coast to the East Coast to be the Best Man at a friends Wedding. I haven't heard 
from Larry R Uzzel, or Walter C Burke, 
- 69-70 fran TX ... I deterni.ned their hane state fND their social security maber. 
Hopefully the people in those states will check their phone books for them. 

Hi Jim, Al~ays enjoy reading ~ ne;;spaper ~ Enclosed is a checlc renewing my membership. Was 
plea.sea to read and di scover that Paul Wenzel was a. cmvnander of the 145th~ PJ and I were 
members of the orig i.na.l 73rd Av iat il(!rl C..o CB ird Do.;5S) back: in 1963. His last address was: the 
American Embassy, Kinshasa, APO NY 0%62, where he 111as the military attache. Keep up the good 
work! Best regards; Bill McGee 
P.S.-Do you have this address .already? Charles "Dave" Se:i.~n. 320 Union Street, Aberdeen, t1D 
2100!, Dav-:: was an officer flyL"lg Otters in the 18th AVN Co 63-64. He ~as also a mernber of the 
original 73RD! 
<Editorial Hote) Thank you Bill, I have added Charles "Dave" Sexton to the mailing list and Paul 
Wenzel was added a little while bade. 

Mr Bodkin, While reading my ArmiJ Times I c~ across ymr request of those medJers who served 
with the 145th CAB. t..'ell sir; I'm writing you nCM to let yoo know that I served with the 145th 
CAB from i4 J•.m 70 to 14 feb 72 with the 25th Corp Avn Ccmpany us a. UH-1 crewch ief. The 
Ccmnander I s~d with ioost was Major Haynes and First Sergeant Brode. My assigned pilot wa.s 
Hutchson and flew the 3 Corp mission in support o-F Lt Ge~ral Tri and LTG Minh and U.S a.Wisor 
e.s Annst.:mg. I .am still in the US Army as a,., Aviation First Sergeant with S Trp 4/11 ACR at 
Fulda Germany. What I was wondering is it •JOt!!"' Assoc. has contact (s) of sme ·of 9'J' old-' crew 
chief friends and pilots. and ~hat tr.e Asso function is ar.d purpose. I would appreciate your 
return answer. Thank you. Sincerely Yours. 1SG Jerry L. Hasa.rilc, , .. 
<Edi.tori.al "'ote> I sent .Jerry a. Membership Directory and the la.st n~sletter. At this time we 
don't have maniJ peopie located frm the 25th but a.ere working on it. H anyone has any set of 
old orders that has names of people who served with the 25th please send me a. copy. I do h~ 
address for a John P..i_..itchison who served with the 25th in 1971: aJ4 John Hutchison, -­

- r don't kn<M if the address is still good. 

Dear .Jim, I have just found out The Association existed- and am most happy to join. 1 enclose 
~ years d1..1es# plus a donationa Would it be possible for you to send me a copy of your n!Ost 
recent member directory? Thank You, Joe 0 Jobe. 
<Editorial tiote> Thank you Joe~ by now .you should have received your Membership Directory ~ 
have found names and address for many people you remember. In the letter froia David Clark on 
page 2 he says he remembers working for you . 

Dear Jim, Enclosed are ffi!J initial dues for this membership year plus a. I ittle bit to help with 
e:i:.per.ses. r ~as ass igned to the 45th TC Bn CAdt> Vietnam on 25 Hardt 1963 with TDY enroute at 
Fort Benning and Fort Rucker. I arrived in Vietnam on 25 October 1963. Two days l ater, on ·27 
October 1%3, I was assigned t-0 the US Army Support Group Vietnam. [f this qualifies me for 
memhership I would certainly like to support your organization. Looking throuljl the roster I 
r ecognize a rnaher of people I !.:new and worked with in Vietnam, all outstanding indivi«*Jals. On 
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10 February 1% 4 General Joe Stilwell rewarded 11e with Cannnd of the 114th AIJH CO <Air ttobile 
light). I rema ined with the 114th ootil I rotated on 2 December 19&4. If any of the .embership 
was fNer assigned to the 114th (in Vietnam>. or lcncMs anyone who was (this includes persons 
as signed t o the units supporting the 114th>; I would ver y much like to hear fN:lfR thell. Besides 
possibly r enewing some very valued friendships ,. [ am trying to deteniiine the interest there 
might be in a 114th reunion. If there is ant,Jthing I can do for yorJ here in the Fort Rucker area, 
just let me know. Sincerely yours,. George .J Young CKnight 6> 
<Editoria l Note) Thank you George for your dues and the extra $10. I know that SOiie of our 
members also s erved with the 114th and hopefully they will contact you at: - -
- - The Vietna111 Helicopter Pilots Assoc . and the 'Jietn. 
Helicopter Cr&1 Member Assoc. might be a ~t help to you in finding fanned 9elllbers of the 
114th. And if you would I ike to help out in the Fort Rucker area contact Maj Gen <Ret> Richard 
,Ken~on,. Rt 4, Box 1998,. Ozark,. Al 36360 1- 205- 774--0178 about helping with the 1991 Reunion . 

De<ir- Jim, Thought yoo might I ilce to have these photos t aken ~t the reunion. I enjoyed .eting 
,You and t hanks for the hard \lroric you have put into the organizat ion. Hope to see you at Rucker 
in 91. Tcm1llJ Tt·.orntoo 
\Ed itor ial Note ) Thank you, I have added the picttres to the Association Reunion Photo altMa so 
they m.a•J shared with others at aI.l. the future Reunions. See you in "91 .. at Fort Rueter. 

Jim , Sorry ·for bei ng lat e with this, i"t dr ifted down in ·the to do box and J just got bade down 
t her e . E.'mlett F. l<n ight 
<Editor ial Mot e) Thank you, I know that feeling, it seems I ike I never get caught up with ··my 
mail. This s ect ion of the nai;sletter is a.boot the only t ime I can get most of the .ail caught .. 
and many times answers question5 for many me111bers. 

Jim,. Enclosed p lease find dues for Jerry Purcell and Gene Stephens . Nt.lnber 7 is Gene Stephens,. 
fitGber 9 Gerald Purcell , Nt.mber 10 TerrtJ little, ttunber 6 Yourself, le-ft to right. We MJUld like 
to pu.-chase photos . from the reunion. Please reply . Jim ~ outstanding reunion,. We are looking 
forwar d to "1991" For information Troy Pennor_k not p ictured <getting a drir*>. Jilll a job well 
do.--ie . keep up t he good work . Thanks Gene l. Stephens 
<Editorial Nerte) Thank you Gene <The rn!!l:!ers Gene r efers to corr espond with the people in the 
l arge group p icture t aken at t he 1989 Reun ion),. cop ies of these can be ordered fran: Fainl}old ••I • I t h ink the cos t is $15 for one or $25 for both 
the p i.ct1.1re of the men and the one of ever yone attending. On page 2 and 3 is a lett.er frm John 
Roll ins, he sent me copies of 5.3 pictures he took at t he reunion , thetJ pretty well cover the 
entire reunion , you mi.ght cont<l.ct him to see how moch it would cos t to get copies: John Rollins, 

- - · I 'm st i ll hoping f or more people in the 
p icture to semi in i:~ir n~r,. I still need names for 111 . 18, 19,. 20 ,. 'Zl. 28,. 29, 39, 49. 51, 
and 54. I coul d -try to put names for the rest of the nt.111bers but J want t o be Stre to be 
correct . ~ 

Dear Jim, I am receiv ing your nt\11Sl et ter and am gl ad that I rene1o1ed my membership. I don ' t kfl(JW 
if we can attend the next reun ion or not as our Uttle girl keeps us very busy . I d.11! sending you 
an art icle that I cut out of 0 1r l oca l newspaper that I thought you might enjosJ re~ing. Otr 
i ittie girl Michelle is walking now and real ly gett ing b i g . She i s very smar t . I tGld my wife 
that she must take af ter her because, I'm not that smar t . In r egards to the article, it seems 
·that SOiUe people now \Yant t o he Viet nam Veterans who never went t o "ar,. I have an Idea .. ~ 

· don't we set up a vrand1 of our org<mizat ion just for people who want to be associated with us:? 
)t will onl y he an '"honorat"\:S organizat ion", and will s tate so on their ~ip cards. It 
might he worth looking into, as some of there peopl e go out into the woods on weekends and shoot 
at ea.ch other with pa int guns. Also,. I am wonder ing if we can have a local reunion of our 
member s who can not travel t o the off icial res.mion? We ll, that's al 1 for now, all otr best to 
your and your s. Ted and Mitchie Hanra.hdfl . 
<Editor ial Note) Thank you Ted for your l e t ter; I r eally liked the article. I tried to copy the 
art icle t o put in this newsletter and couldn't get good copies . Scaetmes it makes you want sa~ 
"Will the r eal Vietnam Vets pleas e s t and up and you others s it dONn and stop cla.i•ing to be 
Vietnam Vet s . your making us look bad." And a.bout a local 145th Reunion,. I ' • all for it. Jw.e 
21-23 t his year the Viet nam Helicopter Crew f'1e9lber Assoc i ation is holding their Reunion at the 
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Shera.ton Westport Inn right there in St. lo1Jis. Maybe early Saturday afternoon June 23 at the 
Sher<i.ton Westpc.rt Inn ~ld be a good ti.me and place together? There should be S<Jle other for"IDef' 
members of the 145th attending the VH01A Reunion that might like to join in on your local 
Reunion,. Check it ou{; and let me krnM, mike sure all the pilots and non-cr~ber are in.rited. 

Dear Jim, Thank you for the renewal notice. I have an addr~: 1211 Ha.rbow- Drive 
LongHOOci, Fl 32750 I have located J .I>. --- ~ l--
32S<JS. He was the Adjutant for the 145th \AB in 1970. Yo1Jr offer for T- shirt is certainl y 
interesting to me. However, the urr patch is incorrect , at least in the original. l have 
photocopied my patch for yos.r information. The unit came frm Okinawa, through Thailand, to Vtf 
in 1%2 as you may have heard. l brought the first armed B model fran Bell via Carswell AFB in a 
C-54 "Crastmaster" with the Emerson XM6-E3 gun SSJStem on it in Oct 62. Got outranked out of the 
11na.1•• B model C ! ! ! ) and fl er.if A's most of my first t.our. l have an off icial 8x10 Anly photo of 
the tffT with Ivan Slavich cooman-1ing. I can send you a copy of that along with the original 
roster of that day CNov? 62) if your interested. Your l!IOrk is voluntary and appreciated. Thanlcs. 
Harry W.nJoe" Candler, Jr 
<Editorial Note) Thank yo1J for the address change and for locating Jim Montavon f or us. About 
the T-Shirt, the ad you received was for the 2nd lITT patch and the 197th patch, the one for the 
odginal urr patch was returned biJ the postal service. I sent i t out again and you should have 
receive it biJ n<M. It matches the photocopy you sent me. l think you will like the design. 

I rece ived a note from David Evans tell ing which one he was in the large group picture taken at 
the ••39 Reunion", along '11ith the note was a check for the money he is donating to the 
Association from each 118th patch he sells. I want to thank Dave for his time , effort , and money 
he has put into having the 118th patches made so that fonaer manbe1"s of the 118th could have a 
H8th patch at a reasonable cost and to help our Association raise funds. l\s far as I know, his 
address is the only place in the world where you can send $4 and receive a 118th pocket patch, 
to a lot of people that might not mean much, but to the people who served with the USth I ..ould 
think it 1.Vould be real popular. I would have thought that the 200 patrJles tioould sell real fast,. 
hut fran the look~ of it only a few have been sold since the last newsletter. Please if you 
would like to order one, do so soo.'1. Send order to: David Evans~ 2960 -Dear Jim, dated 1V10/89, The director of the Vietna111 Veterans Registry was on the Today Shaw. 
He is collecting names of as 11any Viet Vets as possible. I asked hi.II <by letter) to send !IOU 
info (h"'l the V.V. Registry. Would you please send him a copJ of the 145th Cl8JA Hellbership 
Directory - it would give him a lot of names & address. Here is a budc to cover cost. I don't 
have his name but the address is: Vietnam Veterans R~istryJ P.O.Box 430J Brigton, t£ 04009 
Thanks .. Jim Ralph 
(Editorial Note) Here _s the main part of the letter I sent to Ji.a Ralph explaining why I 
couldn't c<Dply with his request. Dear Jim Ralph, [ received ycxr letter and the infonaat ion 
about Vietnam Veterans Registry, Inc. I've known about the Vietna. Veterans Registry since about 
1986 and they seem like a very trustworthy organization. There is about 4 of these organizations 
doing a good job of helping Vets contact Vets, I feel thi.:.>y are really doing a great service. 
t..'hen I have contacted them before; just about all of them have offered to exchange infonnat ion 
with me. But because of request from our members that their names and address be for our use 
only I can't exchange list ~ith them. Ab0t.Jt all l can do is print your letter in the Readers 
Response section of the next newsletter and explain ~hy I can't send the address to thE!al and 
state that any one who wants to can send in their infonaation and that the Registry needs 
donations to keep going. I would like to be able to help Uu!m out more but to sent any of the 
Association money would take a vote of the ir.embership. A lot our members have made donations 
well above their membership d•Jes j•..rst to help locate more former member of the 145th, I coul*i't 
send any of thair mar.es.; away as a drn1ation. I kJl(M w.'lat it is like to try to put together 
something like that, this is the first year that the 145th CAfJJA has taken in llOre .aney then we 
spent.. The first few years [ bought maniJ th i.ngs and never marked thea dOl«l as an expense, I've 
spent a couple thousand dollars on computer and office equipment that I don't ever pl;m · on 
asking for it. r kn<M that some of our meiibers are sending donations to us that Utey need to 
live on. Many have made donations because of the c.1ay they -feel in their heart about Mhat we are 
doing to locate the penple we all served with in Vietnam. I'm sure any group of Vets NOUld be 
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wiU ing to donate just to find people they served with,. that's Nhy it is so illportant to lceep 
all the Vet locating services going. I wish there was more that I could do but 11!1 hinds .-e 
tied. Inclosed is a copy of a card one of our members sent in. CThe card ~id,. "'Do not release 
the below 1 isted address to any other organization or mailing I ist. I welcmae .ail ings frm yotr 

CCJmiWl!J only.•. the word only ~s highlighted,. r have received •any request like his. T.alce 
care, <Here is the letter I received bade frm Jilll Ralph> 
Jim- I t.hinlc an announcement about the Viet Vet registry and· encouraging 145th 08#\ •l!lbers to 
sul:lnit information would be a great help to the Registry. Thanes for ycu- interest. You •i4'1t 
even print a coupon as pa.rt of the newsletter that could be used to list inforaation the 
registry (llants and or whatever. Jim Ralph 
<Editorial Mote) I will print a copy of their registration form and insert it in the newsle-tter. 
Any of you that wish tO be listed with the Vietnam Veterans Registry can send UlBI in. If you 
,receive any address bade that the 14Sth CAIJJA could use please send thell in to •· 

I received two very helpful cards fnim our members. one said: '9Dear JU.,. please updde yow­
JDa i ling list to shew my new inailing address: Samuel E. Denton, 415 Fieldcrest ~Dothan,. AL 
3630i'". Another said: Dear Jill,. Please change adcress: GeoUrey R Webster,. . - -

I am moving back to USA fNllll France. Thanks for 6Sth AHC patches and great work for 
the Assn. Regards# Capt G.R. Webster,. Mustang 6,. Top Tiger 3,.5 68Al-IC 1969-?0. 

The reason I say these are very helpful is I can change their address label before I send 
out the newsletter and it doesn't cost 30 cent to get the N!WS address and it doesn't cost 45 
cent to send them a new newsletter. And we don't lose contact with them. I want to thaM them 
and all the others who sent in address changes,. and remind everyone else tillO mi~t be .aving to 
please let me lcrnM your new address. We don1 t want to lose anyone. 

~45th C.A.B.V.A. MUSEUM DISPLAY 

Ma.ny of our members have sent in pictures and other itaas which shaN everyday life and 
operations of the units of our Association. These pictures and items I receive a.re put in photo 
albt1ns or other packaging to be displayed a.t ot6" reunions. I have noticed at our three N!Vlions 
that this might not be the best way to display the items. 

I talked to some people \!Jho set up muset.m displays and got some ideas on how better to 
display the pictures and itenis. I idea 7or the pictures is to build a. stand 6 feet tall with 
four wings caning out from the center post# each wing would consist of 2 pieces of glass or 
plexigla.ss which the pictures 1110Uld be sarrl>Jiched between, with a lllOOden frame. Each wing 11K1Uld 
be 6 foot tall and 1 to 2 foot wide. When mounted on the stand it would be free standing on the 
floor and by walking around it all the pictures cos..dd be seen but protected. These stands could 
be easil1,1 assar.bl.ed dJld di.sassanbled for transport and display. 

The Veterans National Memorial Shrine here in fort Wawae. IH (of ..ttida 1---·-.U.ir 
Vice-President> ask if I could set up our display in their museun,. if we decided to put the 
display together. I told them that I ~Id ask our membership and H you agreed th<l'\ the displa~ 
would be on temporary loan and •mder our control only. 

Now I want to kmM -from you if we should spend the money to put the display together? And 
if it is OK to display it in their museum tar.porarily? Let me know yotr ~ts on these 
questions. 
· If any of you have any pictures or copies of pictures that you think would be helpful to 
the displ.a.y .. or a.niJ items for the display,. they would b~ ~tly appreciated. I would like for 
:the display to show the everyday life and operations of our units so 111hen l.lfe attend our reunions 
we will have a good pictorial history .. sanething we could sh0'1f our tr1ives and families.. and 
others who were not there, so they can see sane of things we seen a.nd done. 5me day I would 
like to have a pictorial Msaorial display of pictures of our Killed in Action. the real cost of 
the Vietnam War. If you have anything you would like to donate to the Association display it 
will be ~ciated. Thank you. 

Pa.ge 7 





MEMBERSHIP PLEASE 
When you receive this yellow paper it is to remind you that it is time to renew 

yo•Jr membership, or for those people just located in the las t 6 months it is an 
invitation to join the 145th C.A.8.V .A . 

I 11o1ant to explain some of the advantages of being a dues paying member of the 
145th Combat Aviation Battalion <V ietnam> Association. When you send in the $10 a 
year clues you hel p support our effort to try to locate everyone who served with all 
the units associated with the 145th C.A.B. So far we have located ~er 1600 former 
member s of these units. Maybe we haven't located the one or two special people that 
you remember from your tour , but if we haven't ma.ybe we w i 11 next month, wou 1 dn ' t it 
be nice to know. In each quarterly newsletter we list chronologically by unit 
everyone we have located between newsletters. One member just wrote in with his 
renewal, he said he had just about forgotten to renew hi s membership until he got a 
call from a very good friend he hadn 't talked to for twenty years, he said he 
realized the only way t he call w.a.s possible was through the efforts of the 14Sth 
C.A.8 .V.A •• And the call was worth much more than our dues, and he wants our efforts 
to cont i n•Je. 

If you have missed a few newsletters, well we have that covered, the first week 
of J une we print a people located Directory that we send to each dues paying rnetnber. 
The Directory list everyone we have loc~ted, chronologic~lly by unit, complete with 
unit, dates, rank c lass ification , mailing address and in mos t cases phone n1..111ber. The 
reason i.-!e list e"1erything chronologic.:i.l ly b•~ unit is most of us don't remember all 
the names, b•Jt when we find our spot on the list and read the names above and below 
0L1rs, the names bring ba.ck the faces. And as a memorial to those who didn't make it 
back, we list t he names and information about those Killed in Action from the units 
in the back of the directory. The list is st i ll not complete, we only have the names 
of just over 200 people, we need you to tel l us the names of the rest. Please help us 
make the list complete, don' t let those Killed in Action be forgotten. 

Besides the newsletters and directory we have other things to offer. We are 
currently putting together the unit and the Battalion h istory. We are working on 
having the unit patches reprod1.1ced . We have man•J of the unit insignias silk-screened 
on T-shirts . And many other items. l.Jhen •JOU join you will rece ive your membership 
card and the knowledge of knowing you are helping us locate more former members of 
the units of the 145th. 

Dues are $ 10 a. •Jea.r, please join our Assoc iation today . With your membership 
dues you will continue receiving our quarterly news l etters, People located Directory, 
Membersh ip card, and information on a.11 the other things we have to offer. Were not 
complete without you. Tha.nk you. 

PLEASE JOIN TODAY~ WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 
• • • • • • • • • • • •••• I •••• •••• ••••••••• ,. I • • • • ll ClJT • HERE I • • •••••••••••••••• • ••••••••• • •••••• 

145th Combat Aviation Ba.ttal ion <1.Jietnam> Association Members hip Form 

ched< one EM__ WO_ _ CF __ 

I served with the 145th CAB with CIJnit> _________ frm <Date> ___ _ to ___ _ 

I have enclosed $10 for each membersh ip year, Total$ __ for 1 July 1990 to ::K> June 19 

Regul ar ___ _ 
Send to: 145th \ABVA. 
Hl...12 

Cfa111ily) 
Associate RenBll<ll -----

3719 Forest Hill r:we. Fort Wa~. DI 46005 1- 219-483-5149 



SEE J.. £TTel?,, llJ fl.EJ9Del<S l?&S/b.,.Js;: sc:cr,-o,..J otJ 
i3d/'JBNi ~P' />;:JG~ 6

1 
; 4 5f.#c,/:J,J3,J.I) , /\J805L6TTGI( 

(llSl) 

-kt Jlam \tetttau ttgtmv, Jue. 

mrsl) 

PO. Box 430 
Brtdgton, Me. 04009 

Unll111) < nlctnlme) 

3. Home lddrOSS--------------------- S.ic l"LJ_ 
(runber) (slreel) 

s. _________________ 6. ______ 1. ____ _ 

(city> <state> (zlp) (Apt.) 

6. Registering fOt': self < ) Neict or kin C ) Other ( > please explain 

......................................................................................................................... 
This lnformaUon Is ror the sole use or the f'eQlslry and Is not Int.ended for release: 

9. 8r.-.ch or service: 
E'.XAMPI.Er 9th Inf. Div., 9th Cor.ibat BTN., C Cc. 

I.Army 

b.NIYy 

c. Mrines 

d. Air Force 

e.Coesl&..d 

10. Service no.------------ 11. Rink------------

12. MOS-------------- 13. Dale of birth ________ _ 
Military Occupation 

141. Status: Active ( ) Raltred ( ) Oisctwged ( ) NI A ( ) 

15. ~were you In Viel Nim? 

(Ir you serwd more tNn one lour of duly. use • second piece of paper and label ll 15 A and 8 ) 

Dalt(s) 

loaUon(s>---------------------------------

» 1'1 u - .. -- ... .. ...,_ 
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16. 'Whal operaLioos or battles did you parllclpale in? 

a. Operation b. OperaUoo 

Dale Dale 

c. OperaUon . d. Operation 

Dale Dale 

e. Operalloo r. Operalioo 

Dale Dale 

17. Were you woooded or injured? Give dale and location . Was It I.he result of an offensive operation? 

Were you treated? Give stateside location if applicable. 

18. Wen yoo a prisoner of war? Give dales, location 

19. Do you wish an inquiry form when available? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

20. Please sign release form. Registration will not be processed unless signed . 

A note from the founder: 

Ple1258 forg ive the legal jar<)OO of this release slal..emenl. In order lo prolecl your rights, lhe 

rights of other regislered veterans and the inlegrlly of the registry, the stalemeol Is an unavoidable 

necessity where c.ompulerlzed infonnaUon is cooc.eroed. 

i hereby authorize the Vietnam Velerim Registry, Inc. lo place my name _and other rela~ 

Information In Its directory. In consideration or I.he entry or my name on I.he roreooing directory and the 

benefits accruing lo me as a result I.hereof I hereby release. on behalf of myself. my heirs. legal 

represenlaLiws, suc:cesSOr'<j and assigns, the Vietnam Vel.erens Registry, inc., 11.s suc:cesSON> and assigns, 

officers. direct.ors and employees and I.heir r"PKUve heirs, legal representatives, successors and assigns 

of and from any and all claims. causes or a<::Lion. suits. ciam&ges and liabilities whatsoever which against the 

foregoing parties I now or may have as a result or any accidental or uninlenLiooal release or the foreQ<>ing 

informaUon 

Signe..__ _______________ D•lo ------



145th Comb.a.t Av ia.t ion Batta.I ion (\) ietna.m) Assoc ia.t ion Membership Form 

Name ---------------------------------------------
City,State,Zip __________________________________ _ 

Phone check one EM WO Of ---------------- ---- ---- ----
I served with the 145th CAB with <IJNIT> _________ from <DATE> ____ to ___ _ 

have enclosed $10 for each membership year. Total~_for 1 July 19 __ to 30 June 19_ 

Regular Associate (family) member Renewal ____ _ 
Send to: 14Sth C.A.B.V.A.,3719 forest Hill ~e. Ft. Wayne, IN. 46805 
******************************************************~******************************** 

CASSETTE TAPE 
Send me the cassette tape/s. By ordering these tapes I agree not to copy them and to 
protect the copyrights for futner distribution. Signature required on bottem of fonn. 

___ "Battle of Bien Hoa and Gunship Action" Audin Cassette @ $15 each. 

Complete a.mount inclosed $ Send order to: 14Sth CABVA, 3719 FOREST HILL {::NE, FT 
l>JA YNE , IN 46005 
*************************************************************************************** THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 
Send me Thunderbird Patches at $4 each 
Name ______________________________________ _ 

Street----------------------------------------------~ 
Cit~,State,Zip 
Sen order to: David Evans, § 
*************************************************************************************** TOP TIGER PATCHES 
Send me Top Tiger patches at $4 each 

Name __________ ~-----------~-----~---~----------
Stree t ____ ______________________________________ __ 

City,State,Zip~--~~-----------~-----~-------------­
Send order to: 145th C.A.B.V.A. 3719 Forest Hill ~e, Fort Wayne, IN 46805 
*************************************************************************************** 

COLOR T-SHIRTS 
Send me ____ Unit T-Shirts at $13 each including postage . <Hark Unit and Size) 

l*Oi-01 i45th BN <FIRST IN VIETNAM> Asso. 

#17-01 UTT (1962-1963> 

tt17-02 UTT <1964> 

lt17-04 197AHC 

___ large 

___ Ex-large 

--""""XX- l a.rge 
__ XXX-1 arge 

Send order to: 145th C.A.B.V.A., 3719 Forest Hill ~~e, Fort Wayne, IN 46805 
1-219-483-5149 
Al low 4 to 6 weeks for delivery, if not in stock. See page 11 for T-shirt description. 

Name~-~------~~----~~--------~~~-----~-~-~-----
Street·~----------~-----------------~--------~-----

C i ty, State, Zip __ ~--------------~--------------------­NL12 





BATTALION 
UTT UNIT 

HISTORY 
HISTORY 

Lhen I sent out a letter about the unit T-shirts for the urr, I asked for the hisicry about 
the mit patches,. here are a few of the responses I received bade,. they tell a lot of ttw 
history of the l1fT, the first Armed Helicopter Cmpany in Vietnam and ·the Arwj. lft'x~.....,ct 
newsletter will be a historical report on the first year of the 93 Trans/121st AHC in .. vietnall~ 

Dear Jim: I don't knoN who designed the UTT patch. The Company was wearing it Wien I arrived in 
June 1964. Holilever., I designed the 191th patch. We ha.d a contest in the cmpany and I won. I 
have an article from St.l.rs & Stripes with a photo of me receiving the prize <a Savings Bond> 
frua our C.O. Haj Jim .Jaggers. I think my design was selected largely because we -.ere side of 
name changes and ripping off one pocket patch and sewing on another. As you know we were urr, 
then 68th Armed Hel Co,. then 191th., same people,, just b4.reaocratic Arlly B.S. on ~t we should 
be called. We knarii we were UTT! I could probably find the article if yotr interested. Send me 
one XX-large shirt with the l1IT patch. H it fits,. I'll order a 197th later or change the size. 
Keep up the good work Jim. I acinire what you're doing. Dave Price 

Dear Mr. Bodkin,. Just to keep the record straight,. the l1IT Helicopter Company was organized at 
Hamby Army Airfield in St.C<iran, OkinaNa. in early 1961. The first cmaander, and the aan ..tto 
cc:naanded the unit during its brief stint in Thailand and subsequent move to Tan Son fhlt., 'JN., 
was Major Robert Runkle. Ivan Slavich who ccmnanded the unit after Rrile, was Rur*les exec. 
throogho1Jt t-ha.t t ime .. Someone who was with the oo i t can verify its arrival date in Vietnam but [ 
bel ie-.;e it was about September 1962. I koow they were already in place in December 1962 th!n I 
arrived in VH t'rm Old.nawa. 

I arrived as part of the 18th Aviation Operating Detachnent, assi~ to the 931-d Trans 
Clater t.'le 121st> Helicopter Company at Soc Trang. [ was exec of the 18th ADO and toolc the -.nit 
to 'JN from Okinawa. At that time the 93rd was assigned to the 45th Trans Bn Nhich bec.e, I 
gs.Aess,. the 145th. Sincerely, Joseph J. O'Neill,. LTC,. Ret. 

Dear James, With the data I ha.ve collected I a111 sending you s<ae mre information on the old 
UTT. 

I arrived on m<imwa SO 209, 28 July, 1961. The ColllpaRj NaS located on a hi4#t hill 
overlooking the China Sea .. The area was known as Sukiran. The a irfield was located right next to 
the sea and kfll.:llWn as Hamby Anny Airfield. I was originally assigned to the 25th Trans Det, the 
~t maintenance unit~ but was assigned to the lflT oo SO 208 11 Oct, 1961. I was assigned to 
the 3rd platoon and SFC Francis "Smitty .. Smith was my Platoon Sgt. I believe we ha.d 5 llf-IA 
models in our platoon .. They ~ all like ne\11 1959 models. We ha.d an old Papa-san 1NtM> did 
nothing bs.Jt walk the I ine and wax than. They Nere beautiful. The finish was 1 ike glass. I ...as 
made crew chief arotmd Dec,. 1961 and my ship no. was 59-1659. l named her the "Virginia 
Creeper". Tne CO ltlaS Maj Robert L. Runkle. Capt. Ivan Slavich was the Exec Off. Duty on Okinawa 
was good. We Tlew missions to OJ.Jtlyi.ng islands and sanetimes Just tooled around the main island. 
As crew chief I always flew co-pilot position. It \<Sas not unusual for the chief s to get in as 
much ••stick time• as the pilots . Sometime near the end of 1962 ari unea.sy feeling came over De as 
our b<lsic missions began t o change . 1 had heard little of Viet nam. We began altering and 
modifying the ships. Suddenly looir.s didn't me.an as much as they did before. Electricians wre 
all over us making up wiring harnesses and such. Then they brought on 30 cal machine guns. The 
old air cooled type I had us ed in the 50's in Korea. These were DOUnted one on each skid. Then 
came the tubes for the 2.75 rockets . One on each side of the fuselage . By this time naors were 
flyi."lg2 Then came a briefing and the rumors were con-tinned. We were go ing to tfam as the first 
attack helicopter formed in the Anny. We trained a trained. We lived on the firing range trying 
to get the bugs out. It was a real hane made set up. 30 cal amno for the guns was laid out in 
r °'1/s on t he floor e>T t he ship and hand f ed through a chute through the floor to the guns. It 
t.ook 2 people., one on each s ide to accomplish this. Hence t he door gunner was born. He "'°4.ild 
ass ist the crew chief in his duties . This aimio on the f l oor th ing was terrible. Later on we 
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devised a b!Jx to hold it. It had a. divider in the center so each half fed one gun. The anmo 
WQULd still overfeed so we installed a. weighted bar to ride on top of it and help control the 
f eed. Then problans with the guns j;wning. Once we lifted off, the 1111eight was so that the skids 
rode too ia.,., for us to reach the guns to dea.r . So !IP- installed a. long arm to the bolt mech. How 
we cu:.Jld reach out and unjam them. Trouble was, the static electricity when we grabbed the 
handle wa.s ea.tin.;) us up. So we taped foam rubber to them and it worked. The rockets NOrked 
pret. t :J well once we got al I the electrical bugs out. Only thing was, the pilot had to put a 
grea.s _ pencil rna.rlc on the windshield in front of him for a. cross hair. Whenever a different 
pilot flew the ship he would have to re-locate the mark. In Sept we loaded up, bag and baggage, 
onto (;irforce C-123's and Ci30's at Ka.dena. airfield# <ind said goodby to our families not knowing 
when or if we would see them a.gain. A platoon had previously been· sent -to Thailand and NDUld 
join 1..1s at Tan Son Nh1...1t . We set up in a tent city and squatted over slit trenches. Otr aa.in 
missiDn wa.s to support troop-carrying H-21's. My platoon was soon sent to Soc Trang. In the 
mea.n- lime the cooipa.ny had set up in new Quarters with roofs and screened in walls. Tho !Ne still 
had to sleep with our mosquito nets to keep from being carried a.ay. Right after we first 
arr ived our beautiful ships were flown over to a do it yourself pa.int shop and everything 1IA.S 

painted cNer except the tail m..rnber, with drab rough texture 00 pa.int. Capt Slavich made ttaj and 
to(.~- over· t he company on Nov 25,1962. He was a. former Marine and a. cmbat vet of Korea. He 
ac~uired the nick- name "Dr iv in Ivan". He wa.s hell when he was well and he ·was never sick •. Otr 
firs t ca.sua I. ty ~as Johnie lee. I don't remember his rank. E.pec 4 or 5 I believe SS6T. He ttas 
kil l ed b•~ a round that penetrated the bottom of the ship. He was in operations but al..ays 
want ed to fly= On this particular day in the first part of l'toventber- Spec 5 Donald Bunner_ a 
er~~ chief, let Johnie take his flight. Don always felt bad about this afterwards. The old A 
models were good but we were flying them into the ground. The hours were adding up on thell 
faster than we cm.dd count. We enc:OJJntered severe cracking and just plain not enough poNer. On 
the s<lme mission with Johnie lee was a young Capt named Joel R. Steine. He was flying pilot and 
took a round through the windshield, instrs..inent panel and hitting him in the chest just OYef' his 
heart. His co-pilot a MAAG Lt Col took the controls while Capt Steine removed a ro cal round 
frcm the pocket of his flak jacket. He was only bruised. In late Nov. 1962 we started receiving 
t •e n3rler more powerful B modelsa They ~ere fitted with factory ma.de rocket pods and quad 7.62 
machine guns. I traded in my old A model and received no 878. We took our second casualty 
around .Jan 2, 1963. £.gt William "'Bill• Deal. His ship was shot dtMn in a battle at Ap Bae near 
Tam Hiep in the Del ta area. Bill had been my door gunner unt il the B models came in and he llAS 

g iven a ship of his own. He was a good friend. A budd~. I'm sorriJ I never got to meet his 
f~~ ily. He was from Mays landing, N.J. 

The location on the w.111 for Johnie lee is 1 [ 14. For Bill Dea.I it's 1 E 15. TClll Derosier 
went back to the States and to flight school. [ next saw hi.Ill at t.he ?th Army Aviation Safety and 
St andardization Det. in Germany. He was a 1st Lt but !ilas proooted to Capt while there. I later 
found he had returned as a pilot to Nam a.nd was killed. E 23 27. He was a real decent person. 
Very quiet and shy. The la.st I heard of Col. Slavich he was living in Charlotte, H.C. I belieYe 
he was in real estate a middle-management executive with McGuire Properties. He Nas a hell of a 
guy! 

Thanks for sending the T shirts. I think they c:mie out real ·good. Any chance t..hey co1.Jld "be 
ma.de up on a patch? Er.closed is a picture of me Ct.he one with the flight helmet on~> taken by 

' f icha.rd Trega.s!.'. is. from his book "Vietnam ()ia.ry". The main thing about the picture is that··the · 
whole time these were ta.ken~ and the time ;:;.e spent in the ship bringing him in,. he -had · a frag 

~grenade taped to the back of his leg! It wasnJt found until after we had turned him over for 
interro-10. t ion ! They gave it to me but T rega.sk is asked me if he could have it so I gave it to 
him. I don't lma..i if he ever had it de-f•Jsed! Hope y'O•.J'll be able to c.JSe this information I'• 
sending . It has ~a.ken several days to get it all together. I seem to have forgotten a lot of 
things that happened back then. I do remember our movie house was named in honor of Johnie Lee. 
r remember a bronze plaque being installed with his n~~e o.~ it. [ wonder t;ihat ever happened to 
it? So long for now. Al Ccxnpton 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

This financial report covers 29 September 1989 to 31 December 1989. This report is 
intended to give you an aver all look at what_ your dues and donation money is used for. 
If 'JO•-~ have any questions or suggestions pl'ease let me know. I want you to kfl(]W that 
your money is being used for the intended purpose. 
Bal ..ince 29 September 1989 ••••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 905. 81 
Total deposits 09/29/89 to 12/31/89<Dues, Donations, Fund Raisers) •• $1412.00 

Expenditures 
Pc~stage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $19'). 95 
Long Distance Phone •••••••••••••••• $160.99 
Miscellaneous <see note> ••••••••••• $276.71 
Bank Fees ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $17. 95 
Fund Raiser Supplies ••••••••••••••• $616.72 
Copy Machine Repair ••••••••••••.••• $125.00 

' 

Total •••••• $2317.81 

Total expenditures ••••••• $1388.32 •••••••••• -$1388.32 

Balance 31 December 1989 ••••••• $929.49 

Miscellaneous includes computer supplies (paper, mailing labels, printer ribbons, etc.>, 
newsletter supplies (paper, stapl es, etc.), envelopes, notes books, ink pens, etc. The 
Fund Raiser supplies are listed separtately in this report because the amount was so 
large with getting the supplies to make the silk screens, buying ink, and T-shirts. 

To give you a look at how we done this last year here is a break down of what we 
brought in and what we spent: 

1989 Total intake •••••••••• ~$4881.49 
1989 Expenditures: 

Pos:f;age ••••••••.••.••• $1084. 2 4 
Phone ........ -= ••• o •••. •• $452. 74 
Mis Supplies •.•.•••••• $916.23 
Copy paper ••....•••••• $509.26 
Fund Raiser Supplies •• $658.97 
Bank Fees ••.•.••••••••• $65.66 
Copy Machine rep.air ••. $333.67 

1989 Tot.al Expenclih~res ••.•• $4020.77 That's $860.72 to the good and hopef1Jll•:1 we 
ca.n do better then that in 1990. And hopefully that wil 1 add to better success in 
locating more of the people we se~ved with in Vietnam. 

WHAT WE REALLY NEED IS FOR EVERYONE WE HAVE LOCATED WHO HAVE NOT JOINED THE 
ASSOCIATION TO .JOIN. 1,..JE NEED THE MONEY TO KEEP GROWING. S•:> ple<J.se check •Jour membership 
card, if the card is expired or if you don't have one please join our association, we 
need your support. 

We have ci.Jt •::>ur expenences down b•J on 1 :,,; send i ni:;; ne1,11s l et ters to those who have 
joined the .association or just been located. NOTICE if 'JO'-~ have not joined plea.se do S•J, 

if ni::>t you prob.abl1,,; will not recieve an1J more newsletters. When I receive membership 
dues I code the individ.al's file with the membership ye.ar/s they joined, ex.ample 89-90, 
90-91, 91- 92, if the CQGe iS not 01'"! IJQl.Jr file the printer Wi} l r10t print -<J. · ffi~ili09 -<hble 
for you. Membership 1Jea.rs a.re from i .Jul=:1 to 30 .June, now is the time to join ·or renew 
1:1our membership. Our Assoc ia.t ion w i 11 cont in1.,1e for all those who join. Chee!<'. the ma ii ing 
lable on this newsletter for yot...~r membership st~.tus, 

An1J dues received after this nei .. .:sl et t.er is sent 01.Jt w i 11 be cred-i ted to the 90-91 
membership year dues .:i.s ~- special offer. And multiple year membership a.re· ~lwa1,1s 
a.pprec ia.ted. 

PLEASE -JO IN TODA--·(·~ '·-"--'E NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

P~.ge iO 



COLOR T-SHIRTS 

As many of you know, Jim Maxwell can no longer make our unit T-shirts because of 
family problems. To make up for this I am now making unit and Association T-shirts. The 
T-shirts I am making are all new designs and they are in color. They are printed on 
ringer type T-shirts, that's white T-shirts with dark blue around the neck and sleeves. 
These T-shirts are printed with Association money and all money from the T-shirts go ·to 
the Assoc iation to help to help with expenses. So . if •JOU can, please order one, they are , 
~lso great acr~ertising for locating new members for our Association. · 

The lettering outside the Association and Unit designs are printed in black ink, 
and the Associa.tion and IJnit clesigns are printed in as close a color as I can· to ·the ' 
original color. The pictures at the bottom of this page are black and white because this 
copy machine doesn't print color but please try to imagine them in color. -

I have assigned stock nlltlbers to the designs for 
easier ordering and filling of orders. Please try to ·use 
the stock m.1nbers, a I ot of uni ts had · -many- d Hhrent 
designs. I still need more of the unit designs, i~ you 
haven't seen your unit design in our earlier naiisletters, 
plea.se send me what information you have and indicate 
colors and year used. 

The T-shirts sell for $13 each. I will try to stock 
them in large, X large, XX large, XXX large. The T-shirts 
are made by Screen Star, First Score, and Hanes, they are 
50X cotton and 50Y. polyester, very little shrinkage. 

~.J--01.~cl( The Association T-shirt design is the unofficial 

Rl D 
J<"Vl f.T /..11\ M 

..t 

t-IELICOPTER 

COMPANY 
# / 7-01 

i45th C.A.B. "First In Vietnam" .design. It is intended· for 
use by ~~eryone eligible to be a member or associate 
member of our Association. I would like to see everyone 
have an Associa.tion T-shirt and a unit T-shirt for their 
1_mit. 

To order- see order form inserted in newsletter or 
send '::JOUr order in a 1 et ter. The next designs I will be 
work ing on are 118th, 120th, 121st, and 68th Assault 
He l i copter Compa_n i es. Let me k n<M if your interested in 
ordering one of these designs. 

Thank you, and p 1 ease send 'Jour order toda.'J. 

UTfLITY 
TACTICAL 

TRANSPORT 

·l. HELICOPTER 
COMPANY 

197TH 

ARMED 

HELICOPTER 
COMPANY 

#/7-0'f 



"REUNION 9j,_" UPDATE 
The 1991 Reunion will be held at Fort Rucker, Alab.ama, and because of the hot 

weather in the summer, the reunion will be held in the spring or fall. I·· have been 
staying in contact with Major General Richard D. Kenyon <Ret> who volunteered to be the 
reunion chairman. We are now in the process of setting up the reunion committee and are ' 
looking at a mid June 1991 date. So ·hr \l.•e have four volunteers for the reunion 
committee, they are: 
Samuel E Denton, 190th Aslt Hel Co, 1967-68, WO, Tammy Roger 
1967-68, OF, David E Hagler, i90th AHC & HHC, 1967-68, MAJ, 
Co, 1962-63, t.JO, and a few others, see letters in Readers 
newsletter. 

Oil low, 68th Aslt Hel Co, 
W i 11 i.am L R•Jf, 93rd' •T'f'ans 
Response section ·of · this 

I recently talked with Gen. Kenyon about approximate related reunion cost, and the 
hotel roams should be less then $40 per night and meals way less then $10 per meal, 
reunion fee has not been discussed yet. The c01m1ittee will be looking the Holiday Inn in 
Ozark as the Reunion hotel soon. And as always I will be get the hotel reservation forms 
and send them to everyone and let each person make their own reservations. 

When I talked with Gen. Kenyon right after the 89 Reunion he had many excitiflg · 
ide~.s .a.bo1Jt activities for the reunion, tours of the new musetn, flight simulator 
center, and airfields. Those plans are still going forward. He thought the best place 
for the reception would be at the Officer's Club at the lake and having the NCO Club 
cater the meals. Everyone I have talked to about the reunion have been very excited 
about the locat ion, and the people who served with Gen. Kenyon are very excited '·about 
him being the Chairman, they say that ~~erything he does turns out great. 

Richard Kenyon served with the 68th Armed Hel. Co. and the 197th Armed Hel. Co. in 
1965 as a Captain and served as the Battalion Comnander of the 145th C.A.B. from 1 Dec 
70 to i9 July 71. Since his retirement from active duty on 30 .June 1987, he 'is' nON the 
Honorary Colonel of the 145th Avn. Regiment and head of a major corporation in the Fort 
Rucker area. 

Watch for "Reunion 9i" updates in future newsletters as the plans cc.ime together. 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
I would like for you to join our Association first, but I also want to let you know 

about some other organization that have helped us in our efforts to locate people. If 
you should decide to join any of these organizations tell them that you heard about them 
in our newsletter. 

Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
The VHPA is an association just for helicopter pilots who flew in S.E. Asia during 

the Vietnam Era <1961-1975). For more information contac t: 
1Jietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
P.O. Box 9592 
Wichita, KS. 67277 
i-315-946-4047 

Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Association 
The VH~ is an organization for enlisted helicopter cre\11 members who served· in 

S.E. Asia d1..1ring the Vietn~.m Era <1961-1975). for more infonnation contact: 
Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Association 
PO Box 237 
Cr(Jl.L)ley, Texas 76036 1-817-297-4993 

Army Otter and Caribou Association 
The Amy Otter and Caribou Association is for anyone who served "ith a otter or Caribou 

Unit. They will be hQlding their 5th Annual Reunion in Dallas, TX 16-19 Augl.ASt 1990. for tiK>re 

information contact: 
Anny Otter/Caribou Association 
P.O. Box 6091 
Col~bus, 6A 31907-0073 
1-404-324-1596 Page 12 
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NEW PEOPLE LOCATED LIST 
29 January 1990 

The list is arranged ~hronologically by unit. I arranged the list as accurately as 
possible with the infonnation I have, some people I only have the year they entered 
Vietnam, others I have the · complete date. I "''o•Jld I ike to have at least the month and 
year in and out of the unit, if possible. I tried to list people's rank in one of three 
categories, OF=Officer, WO=Warrant Officer, or EM=Enlisted Men. Please check the list 
for accuracy, please notify me o~ any mistakes or blank spaces. The * bes.ide the_ rank 
denotes those who have sent in their annual dues already. Note the date on the top of 
the page. Some of the people listed have a new address so use this as an update to the 
Directory. Thank You 
mm LAST !WI: F'IRST tM srnrrr CllY STA ZIP PlllE MT£ MTE Mlle 
--------- --- ---
H!;.'; Larufil ROOERT S alPJl£W4S Ct1JE TX. 76522 - 1963 1963 lf't 
H!iC R£Il.1Y tt[l([ GCS, n.Y. KY. 10163 1965 1967 EH 
~K: IWlf LTC .MS S ORLAtllO n. 32825 1967 1967 {f' 

ffi:C RlOER MYIUI> A U:WISfOtl ti:. 0-42«> 1969 1972 9' 
HOC tU(fiWf J.D. • JIH" IJ!l.All)() n. 32008 19'/0 19'/0 {f' 

lftC lrEIZ£l_ COL Pfd J APO ll'W YtR'. 09662 1975 1977 LTC 
18 IVJN J!HtSTOH .MSW 6AU..ITTlft PA. 166-41 - 19621963 
rn rtJH O'ltEILL JOSffii J HBffiMt PA. 189«> 1962 1963 tf'• 
18 AlJH SE)(T(lt CWlRLES •MJE• AOERDEDt ti). 21001 - 1963 1964 (F 
18 AVH DREXLER ClAREHC£ E LNTOtl ox. 73500 1966 1967 
25 AVH MSARIK 1S6 JERRY L APO KY. 091-46 19'/0 1972 EM 
68 AHC RIOD RAMJI> A U:WISfllt HE:. 0-4240 1968 1969 EM 
6S AHC D'..mY INV1" ~ tit.~ 19'/0 1970 WO 
68 AHC fn(JA fARLOS ~ AllTIJtIO TX. 78228 1910 1970 EM 
6S AHC twttllfi Rflft.D Ml..EVILL£ AL. 36.322 1970 1970 WO 
68 AHC P£TERSIJt DEJVllS BElOIT WI. 5.3511 1910 1970 WO 
6S AHC !l'lllll R.J. TEIIDOY ID. 83-%8 - 1970 1970 WO 
68 AHC t.mfY IWID ~CREEK fA.~ 1970 1971- IF• 
71 AHC FlEOO: HED H IM.lJ NJ. OTl'SJ - 1966 1967 at 
71 AHC Stll>T 60ROOM BOl1E.l ~- 9ro12 1%7 1968 EM 
74 AVft !l'lllll IW(V£Y tlWP{)R'f BfACff fA. ~ - 1967 1968 tf'• 
111W«: CUTUP STAILEY SUTTOlt w. 26fi01 1964 196!; 9t 
HOOHC tlJIJ)[R rREDOY L ltll£Rt£SS n. 3265<> 1964 1965 EM 
U!rlHC W\TSE WILLIM RLVERIW.£ II... fl.}f;£l 1%4 1965 EM 
11fW¥.: IW£Y om.rs PORTStU.lfH !Ji. 45662 1%6 1%7 OH 
11!WIC 6RE£H LORAH£ GRtlRTllt 'XI. 23632 1"6 1967 w 
um IMt LTC .MS S ORlAmO fl. 328Zi 1%6 1967 IF 
UOOHC JACKS(lt OMLES B1PiRE co. 00438 1967 WO 
tt8AHC RIOER RAYtOI> A l.ElllSTOH 11£. 042~ 196'1 1968 EH 
HIW«: KRl&i DElttIS D ROO(f()llj) Cl!. 4:i882 1968 1969·0tt 
HOOHC RICIER RA'ftOI> A LEWISTON ti:. 04240 1969 1969 EM 
111WlC PETERSOO H. BRUCE al.AllJ( AL. 3f.360 - 1970 1971 IF 
11'}!1HC PAIXWI MJID J FORT l'Ot100TH HJ. 07703 ·1970 1970 Wt 
99'VI ltiT lmS£Y ROBERT II TACCKI .WA. 98444 1961 1%2 
98'VllfiT SIERVItliT!JI RICt¥1RD P tO>ESfO C.A. 95350 1961 1962 EH 
12X\IJN IGL£S£A.S P£TE t£SA rv... ~ - 1%6 1969 EHi 
mAl.'tl RICHER RA'Mll> A LEWISTON 1£. 04240 1m 1m at 
93 TRAH RIJf WILLJlt1 l EhTERPRIZE: Al. ~ - 1962 1963 W04 
121AHC fAl..Alfil SEORSE POllT OIMl£ Fl. 32127 1965 1966 EM 
121AHC l~ ROBERT S COPPERAS ro..'E TX. 16522 - 1966 1966 OH 
121AHC BfAVEJ! VICTIJI NIXA KO. 65714 1969 1970 
121AHC BERTE cat I DR CARL PUEBLO co. 81005 1%9 1910 
121.AHC B(gH Bill BflilVllli IL. 62223 1%9 1910 
121AHC FISH PAUi... OCfAHSIDE KY. 11572 1%9 1970 
121AHC WlRV£Y Bill HWSTOH TX. 77fYSl 1969 1970 WO 
12wte HDlmN CLIFF SOOTHT'llt Ill. 44470 1969 1970 

Page 13 



lltIT lAST trtl: f[RSf trtl: S1iEIT CITY STA ZIP PfDE lll\TE MT£ MIC 
--- ---

121AHC lffiWI( ROiDT tDILlLU HI. %813 19'9 19'l0 
121At«: K£TTlES cmRLIS YPSILAIO'l HI. 48197 19691"10 IF 
121MC ROOIMSOt awus liEST tllilD6 m. 09195 19'9 19'l0 (f' 
1211\HC ~Ill\ F1WIC SEMSTif(l Q\. 95473 19&91910 
121.AHC SCltU.DT OlK:K CYPRUSS CA.~ 1969 19?0 
12W«: sm.LY WAr1 OlARK AL 36361 1969 19'l0 
12.IAHC SKUZA ED IQ{Tlf Rlll6Efm.J> 00. ~ 1%9 19?0 
121AHC SOOTH tmlll tllf~ HI. 48103 19'9 1910 
121AHC WD..DER Gm&: l(JIM) n._. 00148 1%9 1910 
12!AHC WlllIIHi DICK B..IOT 1£. Olm 1%9 1970 
121.AHC fARPENTER Jtllt l£SA (fl. 85205 1.9'/'0 1910 EJt 
1MIC DREXLER Ct.ARENC£ [ IAIHlt (I(.~ 1966 19664 

\ 

1MIC tu!PtEY oo wnum APO ICY 09142 1%8 1969.W 
1cmt«: '"'6IJtlR RflOT E FAYETTE.VILLE NC. 28:m 1'67 1'68. et 
1mte W.TElfWI fM..A <Mm AK. 99921 1967 lDW 
1~ "-U£ll)(l!E UdlDt 6 APO t£Y YOOK OIJl63 1%8 196' IF 
lmie STEWT ACIE twtr4TTAlt KS. 66502 1969 19'10 et 
1~ WILLETT AUlEIIT •JJH• FOSTEI 

""· 23056 
1969 19'l0 Wt 

1~ Jm£ .HE D ROCK SPR Dl6S ~. 3')739 1969 l9'l0 (Ff 

1<mit RJQER RA'rlOI> A UWISTOlt 1£. 042«> 1%9 1969 et 
l1TT lllJIO IXWll..I> R t8IUT llWS 

""· 23002 
1962 1963 EM 

UTT tufST RfX I) a~ M. 71n> 1962 1963 EM 
lJTT 91ITH FIWtCIS A temlT IEIS 

"'· 23002 
1962 1963 EM 

lJTT Tt«:MS BEit ~ tEiS 
""· 23002 

1962 1963 w 
l1TT OORR tW!VDI H HDEIW..~S TX. 7fl:J67 - 1963 1964 (f' 
lJTT WIM>tnt 11.{M.1) L LAS VE6AS lf.J. 89117 1963 1964 (Ft 

lJTT JOBE JOE D ROO< SPR nt6S GA.~ 1964 1965 (Ff 

llTT-197 !¥RS tt'IRIIJt H MUVILLE ft.. 36322 i965 1966 w 
197AHC PRITOND Tiit PMIR IE.VD..LE LA. 'iQ769 1965 1966 EM 
571DEJ Ptad>OOAl..l) RICIWID D ctl.IJIHA SC. 292Z.i 1966 1967 ll)J 

3W\ltC Mc CURRY RlC1( FORT~ TX. 76123 1967 1968 9tl 
33fiiC mIL£Y 6EHE tWiM UT. 84044 1'67 1968 (Ff 

335AHC laf'UfII ROBERT S am:IW> WJE TX. 76522. 1966 1966 (Ft 

339TRAN wt[ AWi( AMOE JCT. (fl. 85219 1962 1962 911 
339TRM S'IITH ~ES C STAIDt ISLAfl> lfY. 10..314 1965 1966 fMt 

HELP REMEMBERING 
I enjoy your n~Hsletter very much. I am having trouble remembering anything that 

happened to our unit during the time I was over there, <190th, mid 1968-1969). If there 
is anyone who could fill me in it would help. 

name withheld, <Please answer in Readers Response 
section) 

Dear Jim, •• ••••• M•J memor•:1 has been destroyed by ingesting too much JP-4 while topping 
off tanks as a creYKnan •••••••• I a lso handled defoliants during my first tour in Vietnasa 
with the 173rd Airborne. I want to ask other members a question. Who in the 6Bth, 11~th, 
334th, and other companies I gunned for remember me? I suffered a 6 month bout o-t 
amnesia (l blacked out in the 173rd and came to myself while in the 68th As lt. Co. , ~y 
n i ckn<l.me was "Airborne dog" . I remember a -few names 1 ike SFC Broome, MThe Grim Sweeper" 
sh ip m.1nber I OJT'd on - Top Tiger 23A and that we either crashed or were shot down 
som€'Where. Also remember Due Hoa Rescue mission. Whoever remembers me please 
write •••• •• •• Melvin C Fisher, ~ 1111111111 ~ <His complete letter will be 
printed in the next newsletter, Readers Respons e section, this one was already printed 
... ihen this arrived . ) 

If you can help these people please take the time ~o write, jt will be appreciated. 
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FUND RAISERS 
We have a few on going fund raisers, the purpose of these is to raise 

operat ing funds for the association and to provide you with items you 
might 1 ike. We need the money and ha.te to beg for it . Membership forms for 
those who need to join or renew their membership is on the top of' the 
order form inserted in the nel-"Sl etter. Pl ea.se help us grow. 

GOLDEN HAWi< PI NS SOLD OIJT FOR NW 
Frank Oancsecs, Regional Director/Coordinator for the state of Florida has donated 

Go lden Hawk pins to sale for the Associat ion . The cost of the pins are $3 each or 2 for 
$5 or 3 for $7. The pin come facing left or right, if ordering 2 for $5 they come as a 
set. When ordering 3, one for the hat and two for the Jacket, they cocne 2 left and one 
r·ight to a card. To order write to: 14Sth C.A.B.V.A., 3719 Forest Hill ~.Je., Fort Wayne, 
IN . 46805 1-219-483-5149. Inclose the proper amount of money for the pins. You can make 
checks payable to 145th C.A.B.V.A •• We sold out of the first 90 and Frank sent some more 
~.nd I only have a few left. The pins a.re really great, gold plated and made in USA. WE 
.JUST SOLD OUT, I/LL LET YOU KNCM WHEN AVAILABLE. 

TOP TIGER PATCHES 
Ga.r•::1 Allison had 200 Top Tiger patches made up, they sell for $4 each. He donated 

the last 70 to the association. He funded this project with his own money. After this 
project is completed we hope to be able to have patches made for the other units. 
Hopefully the association will be able to fund these projects, the demand and the 
ava ilabil ity of a patch will determine wh ich patch we have done next. See order form 

, inserted in newsletter . 

THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 
Da.v id Evans ha.d 200 Thunderbird, "It Shall Be Done" patches made up, they sell for 

$4 each . Any profits he is donating to the Association. The patches look great. You can 
order them by writing to: Dav id Eva.ns, - Or send 
order form inserted in newsletter . Include your name and mail i ng addr·ess with the $4 
each . 

CASSETTE TAPE 
Hie tapes "Bien Hoa. Attack, Tet .Ja.n. 31, 1968" and "Comba.t Assault 190th Avn. Co. 

<Gunship)" I put on one tape. Bien Hoa Attack on one side and 190th Gunships on the 
other, and calling it "Ba.ttle of Bien Hoa a.nd Gunship Action". At the 87 Reunion we were 
sel I ing these for $10 each, the•J have been put on one t.:o.pe tha.t '1Je a.re se-11 ing for $15 
as a fund raiser. This combined tape has been Yery pop•Jla.r wi th all who have hea.rd it 
and I recommend it to everyone who served at Bien Hoa or anyone who served with a 
hei icopter •.Jnit. Order one, I think you will like it. See order form inserted in 
newsletter. 

Ca:::>lor T-Shirts 
I now have the color T-shirt made of the original UTT design, the one with the 

helicopter on it and the LITT T-shirt with Pegasus <the flying horse) on it and the 197th 
design <Pegasus with the 68 and 197 a.dded), these designs are ready to be mailed o•Jt 
when l receive your order. These designs are printed on the front of a white T-shirt 
a.bout 12" high including the lettering and are in color as c l ose as can be matched to 
the original color. The cost is $13 each and al l profits go to the Association. See page 
ii of this newsletter for more details and pictures. Send order to: t4Sth CAB'v'A, 3?19 
Forest Hill f::rve, Fort Wayne, IN 46005 

The Association T-shirts are ready to be mailed as soon as I receive your order, I 
think they will go real fast. When the current s tock runs out I'll print more, so 
deliver1::1 time sho•.Jld be short. The1J v.Jill have the 145th "First in Vietnam" patch design 
with Associat ion written below, and in color. 
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