
Tr,e 145th Cc..11b.3.t A· .• liat i on 8-~ttal ion ('Jietna.m) Ass oc i a tion is a fraternal Veterans 
Gr>;~an i z .at i on f i Ie•::l • .. m der IRS Code s~ct ion 501(c )19. We are es t ablished ·tor the p•.wpose 
of ho ld i ng reun ions , writing unit a nd bat t a li on his t ory, and to re-establish the 
c c.rnrade r1J 1J f the Ba tt.al ion, units and Detachments assoc iated with the 145th CAB, (45th 
Tra.ns BM in the ea.rl1::1 d -iys). We are tr1:1ing t o l ocate eve ryone whc• served w.ith the 145th 
C.:irr1b.3.t A·..:ia t ion Bat t .a l i :::n and 45th Tr.ans t:n . in 'J. ietnam , the tmi t s of HHC, 8th, 33rd, 
57th , 8 i st , 93r d , 339th Tr a.ns CO 's , the UTT , 18th, 25th, 68th, 71st , 74th, !17th, 118th, 
l i9t h . 12'.)th, i2ist, i35th, i 47th, i84th , i~K)th, i97th , 2 i3th, 242nd, 334th, 335th A'v'N 
Ccmpa.n ies, CG A-82nd AVN BN , CO A-:.o 1.:;t A':JN BN, 57th MED , and a ll Det.~.chm-ents. Man•J of 
these uni t s ser "led with t he 145th 8.:;..ttal i on f or j 1Jst a short time in Vietnam. To truly 
r·e-estc:.b l ish the cc.mr .a.der·•:i of t he 1..1n its we welcome ever yone ass igned t•:i these uni ts to 
joi:i in wi th u;:; . To 1.;s a uni t is a. un i t no matter· :_1;hat othe r bat tal ions it ma'J have been 
as.: igri.:d t c . 
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Hello everyone its newsletter time a.cp.in and it looks like I'll even get this one out on 
time. In about 3 or 4 '1!eelcs I will be printing the 1990 Directory of everyone we have located, 
so this is a.bout the last. chance t.o ma.Ice corrections to yoor mailing address and or telephone 

• nunber before printing of t.he directory, so please everyone make sure I ha.ve your current 
address and phone nYnber. I'11 still missing phone nunbers for many of yo1..1 . 

The T- shirt sells have been going real well especially the Association design. Along with 
• the Association. U1T. and 197th T-shirts ~ niM have T-shirts for 121st AHC and the 120th AHC. 

For more details on the T-shirt des igns see page 17. And I'm working on more of the unit T-shirt 
designs. let me lcnow which design you !.IQllt me t.o work oo next. The design for the 190th AHC that 
I have is OD green and blade, I need to lcruM if this is the real col ors for the patch or if it 
is Just t he subdued patch colorsp please Let me Imo.ii. 

You t.riill not ice that starting on page 2 , is a section ca.lied Readers Response, I look 
forward t o receivi.ng your respor.se from this newsletter a.-ld hope to find many more of the 
detai l s of our h is t ory in lJOUr responses . So se nd in whatever info you can and of course ~ are 
a.I.ways interes t in any remarks you may have. The Readers Response section of the newsletter i~ 
your section , written by you , I wi ll put in almost everything you send in, \Xlless I feel that 
you di.dn't t11ant i t put in . space permitt i ng , if you ma.rlc it for the R R section or not for the R 
R sect ion i t wil l help . l et me know if you think there is t o many Editorial Notes, llOSt a.re to 
explain why I do things cert ain ways or g ive credit where credit is due. Wri-ti.ng the Readers 
Response section gives w.e a chance to catch up on the mail, if you ha.ve written in ymr letter 
and answer is probabl y in that section. 

I ha.ve gotten many posith .. -e cOl!lllents about the articles about the Batta.I ion History, so the 
art icle is continues in this newsletter on page 10, 11 & 120 The article deals with the early 
days of the 93rd. If you would l ike to see more deta ils on lJOIX' time with the 14Sth please send 
in any information you ca.nm In the next 0€\ilSletter ~il l be a report on the 57TH Trans Co early 
days. Remember I was there in 69-70 and that's the onl y time period that I can remember, so 
pl ease put in as many details as possibl e. And for ~ of you lrlho served with a. unit before or 
after it was ass igned to the 14Sth please send me info on IJOur unit so I can ca.1er them be-it.er. 
My his t or ical information f ile is very thin after Tet of 1968, so plea~ send me any infonaation 
you can, try to put as c lose a h istor ical dat e on it as you can. 

If you checlc the mail ing labe l of this newsletw r. yoo will see ~ 111eillbership status. The 
ma iling l abe l will say Member , or Please re~> or Please join. If it says Please renew or 
Please j o in then please send in your $10 IM!mbershi:p dues so we can keep locating r.E!lll peopl.e. 
Some people have asked for a reminder of when their dues are due and the individual iaa.il ing 
label is the eas iest way. The 89-90 membership year will expire on 1 .July~ so check your 
member ship card and please r enew if it expires in July 1990. 

If an:j of you have any s ets of orders that has any infonnatioo about anyone who served wi.th 
the tinits lis t ed on the cOYer of the newsletter please send me a copy, if you haven't done so 
alr eady a The informat ion may help l ocate t hem e [f you have any o ld address please send them. I 
need a ll the information you can send. If ~JOU have any current address or can get any current 
address~ I wi.ll put them on the newsletter mailing list . r woaJld apprKia.te it if you could copy 

.. the top of the cover page and post it an~here some of our former members may be, VFWs, {Si , 

leg. , Military Post . Guard Units, et..c., et c . 
Al s o with this newsletter is a brochure about the Veterans National Memorial Shrine where 

'" our musei.m display will be on taDportary display Hor proper storage> between reunions and other 
d isplay ~~ents . I am currently their Vice-present and spend about a to 10 hour per week 
volunteerirm there. Also included with this newsletter is a f lier a.bout "1.Z Bluegrass". 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter, I tried to put in many interesting articles. Please let 
me kn<M what you think. positive or Mqa.tive. If you h<1ve anything yot.1 think lllOUld be of 
interest please s end it in , I would appreciate it. 
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READERS RESPOl'--ISE 

Here are sane of the letters [ ha.ve received since the la.st newsletter. [ thank all ~ 
wrote in and invite everyone. to write tn. I think this is the best pa.rt of the newsletter. 
Please read the letters .. [ think you "'ill find thal interesting. 

Dear Jim, In preparation for the New Year, I 1.11as going through sme old papers and boxes · ·and 
came across a.n old unit history.. given to ~ly assigned personnel ce11ing into the 121st 
Aviation C--0111pa.ny. I also, found a unit crest that Na.Sworn by •mbers on their baseball caps and 
unit officers wore them on the unofficial epaulets SQ1Rl on their fatigues. These a.re the few 
items I've kept frcm the 1.11a.r , so will not pa.rt with thelll. I have 11a.de copies of both and you 11ay 
want to run the unit history in sane future raJSletter to the members. The t.rtit crest NOUld look 
nice on a. T-shirt . Since I arrived at the 121st in October 1963, I would guess that the figw-es 
cited on page 4 of the unit history are for the period ending late suimer of '63. Haybe someone 
can provide an update for events after that date. 

· Enjoy our newsletter very much .. it arrives a.little late overseas smetiJaes.. tJut it is nice 
to hear about old friends and events. Best wishes in the HeN Year, keep up the good work! I a. 
enclosing a small donation .. please use it as !:fCM.1 see fit. Sincerely .. Lee Falk 
<EDITORIAL NOTD Thank you Lee for your support and the historical inforaation, you Nill find 
the 93!"d Trans. Co./ 121st Avn. Co . early unit hi.story printed in the Bn History section of this 
newsletter. I added the three names, Cpt Donald B Toth, ilt lewis l Stone, and ilt Charles H 
Fitts to our Memorial list. The report also says one other member was Killed [n Action on 2 
January 1%3 bU:t does not give a name. If anyone has the name please send it to .e, I have Sgt 
William Leander Deal who ser~ with the lITT that was Killed [n Action on 2 January 1963. Along 
~ith the historical report was a picture and description o.f the wiofficial ooit crest -for the 
121st fNn Co. The crest was ma.de of cheap metal iqith two bade clips. Measuring 1 114• by 1 114• 
in size. Shield was black enamel, border was red & tiger was yellow with a red tongue. 121 ~ 
Co was always in red llfith the sooior Anny aviator win-;JS & scroll in siver. The lightning bolt on 
tigers neck, de-t>endinq on fliqht platoon this was colored Red, White, or Blue. This Blble11 
appeared on the tail of each CH-21 and was found embroider on the side of the ball caps worn by 
unit members . I think for m.ak inq up the T-shirt desi9n for the entire unit I '11 aalce the 
lightn ing bolt all ~hree colors. Red, White .. and Blue, 1/3 ea.ch color .. 

Ha.;ember 2, 198'9, Dear .Jim: I have enj014ed receiving your newsletters and c<J11Rend you and Debbie 
for ma.king the effort to pull the association together. rn the past r too have tried to kindle 
the embers of groups that should have associated and fully recognize the time and effort this 
requires . Congratulations and thank you for doinq a great Job . 

I was attached to t~e 187th Assult Helicopter Canpany in Tay Ninh fr(Jlll 1969 until they were 
r eas s igned t-o !Ha.n, near Saigon in 1971.a I ~as HCOIC of the medica l detadaent C541st Med Oet 
QA) wh ich s 1.Appor ted the entire Tay Nihn base camp after the msr Hospital was closed following 
the rotation of the 25th Infantry Division .and li.lcewise at Oian ~ere [ believe the 118th and or 
i34th were located 1971-1972. Within the next few days I will be returning to Vietna111 to survey 
the locations and set up for the fil.l&ing in raid 1990 of a docmentary entitled "The Reunion .. 
Those Who Served" . The concept for this project was bom on the day of the big battle scene 
du.-i.ng the filming of The I:ron Tl"iangle on which I served as the techn ical advisor. Something 
happened t.2 ~et!hat day as I was laying in the rice patty in uniform directing the helicopt ers 
and s me of the action. I r ealized there and then that I 111anted to .. needed to find and see 
again, those good friends of mine that I had somehoal lost after COOiing home. The reunion i s 
about all of us who served .. and came hoote only to try and forget an unpopular seg11ent of our 
life . I am prooo to be an 1'.meric.an who served in Vietnam, and while I would question it today, I 
did my duty and for that I am proud. 

If I am entitled to j oin '.)Ot..1r association please sign me up and use the extra llOf'\eY I have 
sent for postag~ or ~ha.tever you deem appropriate. If I .am not to be a member then use the full 
amount towards your continued good work . Respectfully, Ed Artis 
CEDITORIAL NOTD Welcrn1e aboard Ed, I: done a little ~search .. and although the 187th ~ Co. "'as 
not a.ssigneci to the 14Sth in Vietnam, I'm sure that the S41st Hed Det helped serve IDBRbers of 
our units when you ~ere there . When you arrived at the 541st the 242nd ASHC 11ta.s also assignM to 
you.- Battal ion , the 269th CAB, when the 1B"7th was transferred to the 11th fAB in Apr 71, the 
74th# 135th # and 213th fNn Companies were assigned to the 11th CAB when you were there. Because 
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of 4our service to· the members of our units I'm proud to accept you as a llE!lllber of 0tr 

Association. Thank you for 'JOI.Jr membership dues and the donation. I have 1 isted Ed in with the 
135 AHC in the direct~ as a. 11atter of convenience.· Ed also sent saae newspaper cl i.ps fr<n 
just· after he returned to the states, when I returned home from Vietnam l didn't want - to know 
about t11hat was happening over there,. but not Ed, he went to work right a.way getting supplies for 
the civic actions project that he and other members of the S41s t started in Vietnaa, ·helping 
Cambodian refugees evacuated to Katt.a. Even though Ed was still on active duty \tltlE!n he returned 
he worked to gather supplies and got them sent to Vietnam where theiJ were needed. I wish Ed the 
best in gett ing the doc1AentartJ '"The Reunion, Those Who Served" put together,. and waiting to see 
it . 

Dear Jim: Enclosed is a copy of orders & also a letter we all received in the S7th Trans. Nearly 
' a ll t he officers & EJ1s on these orders were career men,. the draftees ser. no. Nere lettered US. 

We al so had a ma intenance detachnent the 98th, I don't have any of there orders. Hoping this 
will help you in your search for new members. [ rt:nain,. Michael \Ji.seaino 
<EIHTOR IAL NOT£) Thank you Michael. The letter given to the members of the S7th Trans outlines 
all their •nrstn and their history. r will add it to the over all Battalioo History and print 
it in a future newsletter Battalion History section. I have added Sp5 Richard l K Ellis to CMa" 

Killed In Action Helllorial list and added SP6 LeRoy F Reed to our Died after leaving list. The 
other names I w ii 1 add to the help find I ist. 

Dear Jim: We met at Marion VA Hospital last year while I was a patient there. I sincerely 
appreciate not only the ti.Ille you spent with me there,. but also yotr efforts in bringing this 
Battalion together. We discussed an individual there I didn't know 111hich unit he was assi~ 
to. as it didn't malce any difference at the ti.me. So iaany of us together doing the same thing. 
His name was Matsuura , Alan Yukio, Honalulu, HI, 1E 48 12 April 1964. I think he was a crew 
chief but could have been Gunner fraa 25th Inf. So lon:,J ago but his face & personality nnains 
clear in 111y mind. That seems strange, all the memories feelings and e"/en thotqtts and 
conversat ions with people 26 years ago. 

Anyway sending· my dues, $10 not much but maybe it Nill help. If anyone k00'9s Nherebouts of 
'"Bill .. Anderson fre111 Iowa would love to get in touch with him. He was with us at Ton Sun tltut in 
1%4. Also I have old black & white Photo of "Ellis Compound" HQ HO in &4 if interested let me 
imaw. Your VN Brother. ~ • -
P.S. Anything l can help with on this end let me know; I may be back at Marion in April. 
CED ITORIAL NOTO I really enjoyed visiting \lfith you at Marioo VA. the group of us that visit 
there the third Tuesday of every month receive moch more fran our visits then we give. Thank you 
f 1Jr your dues and I added Alan Matsuura to our raeraorial list . Just hearing about Alan frolll you 
changes him from just a name on a list to a person who is living in our 11\e!llOM,J . I know .mat you 
mean about remembering in detail things that happened many years ago in Vietnam when many times 
I can't remember what I was doing last week, maybe those things were much more meaningful to us. 
If you have a picture or a COP1J of a picture that you feel would~ helpful for the Battalion 
Archive~ it would be 9r-eatfully appreciated, but I couldn't ask anyone to send S<lllle\hing that 
really means a.lot to them personally,. use your own jud~t. Hopefully the people we have 
located in IO>Ja will check their phone books and find "Bill" Anderson for us. And to everyone 
out there who lives within dri· ... · ing distance of one of the Combat Veterans Treatment Programs at 
the 1,IA Hospitals and have two or three hours a 11onth they would ~ willing to spend with other 
Vets. check en getting a couple of guys together .and settir.g up a visiting schedule. The "fay l1'e 

have set it up with Marion, IN VA Hospital is we visit the third Tuesday oi each raonth from 
about 6R1 to 9ftt with the Vets in tr.e t.-eatrnent program. We have it set up ~ith Pizza Hut to 
donates 2 or 3 large pizzas f or each visit and we suppltJ the soft drinks, for the ~ in the 
program it is a real treat after eating in a VA llleSS hall and also lets them lcrXM that there are 
people out there that cares about their well being. And it's hard to explain the raArds you 
will r eceive frrni the visits but r think if you try it a fe\11 time you'll lceep going bade. And by 
the way, how many of you have asked your representitives in Congress to support tE 3037 that I 
wrote about in the newsletter before last Ol.11), ba.sicly HR 3037 sets up more of the treataent 
programs and provides for training of lllOre personnel to run the programs. If you want llOf"e 
infonnation let me kOCM. 

. -) 
Dear Jim : I received your newsletter a couple of weeks ago and was haflfMj to see that soie one 
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--- - -· -------------- - --· ---·---------------- --.- ------

has started an organizati90 -like this. I have often wondered where sane of <>tar comrades are and 
what they are doing today. I was with the 6Sth AHC fran Sept of 69 until Dec 70. I have lots of 
memories from ·that time. I looked over •Jour 1 ist of members and also the 1 ist of newly located 
people. I can add a couple of names to your list a.nd hope that they c:an be of use to you. {1) 

~ Sinith, • - - · fonner WO with 68th. <2> Paul Nichols, 208 -
- former WO with 68th Atf<;. This caaybe an obd address. I a111 inc:losi.ng a check 
for my membership to the 145th C.A.B.V.A. and find a distinct honor in doing so . If you need 
assistance on any future endeaver for the organiz:atioo,~se do not hesitate to conta.c:t me. 
Sincerely, Marvin Durkee, • I.~ -
<EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you for joining and your very positive statements in doing so. r have 
made sure that° Mr Smith and Mr Nichols are on the mailing list, I remember al 1 of you fraa IMj 

toura r served with the 6.ath frm 2 July 6.9 to 20 Dec 70, most of the time as a doorgwiner and 
crew chief with the 2nd lift. I'm best remembered by my nick name "Crash• g iven to me by Charlie 
Bonham~ crew chief. It was my lock to slide d<Mr\ the side of a mountain in Harc:h 1970, run out 
of gas with Mr Van Deest, landed upside down on the perimeter with Hr Stave, 27 July 70, and a 
few other little 111ishaps. A very exciting time in my life, hop2fully never to be equaled again. 
I just received a note fran R.J. Smith, thank you and please read on. I just fm.nd out that has 
moved. so we'll still need to look for him. 

Dee;r .Jim: Sorrq I'm so slC!'oil in sending my dues. Thanks for your understanding. I have ma.de some 
contacts through your di.rectory. Hopefully I can get to Rucker and see. the faces. Thanks for all 
the work •.JOU ps .... -t into the 145th CAB Assoc. Sincere} 
P.S* The address I had for Carlos Garza \:IOS 

(EDITORIAL NUTE> Thank !JOO, R.J . , for yot.1r dues and I have made the correction to Carlos Garza's 
ac-dress= You were very quick in .;ouur~= ['m glad to hear you made some contacts fNlll the 
Directory, that's t&Jhy it's printed and that's what keeps us going and grG.'9ing. There has been 
rnan!J of our members who weren't real interested in our Assoc •• until one of their friends frm 
their tour calleti t-hem, then they bec<i!ffie very enthusiastic members. frcm what I am hearing we 
should really have a lot of people at the 91 Reunion at Ft. Rucker~ and for the ma111~ of us that 
~re stationed there or took training there it wi ll be I ike going back 20 to 30 years in time. 
So make your plans t.o be there and let your friends ~ so they can start making plans. 

Dear Jim: I received your computer printout of the current addresses of association manbers out 
of' the iiBth AHC. I also received ym .. r '"help -find these people" report and have the foll0'1ling 
names and addresses for :~"'jy o-rr that list: Warren <Pappy) Spencer 

and Robert G. ffiob) Shain 
I siocer-ely appreciate your 118-th roster. Bill Wieland and I are going to 

try to loGte srn':e o-f the other folks out of the 119th, and if we do, we will keep you advised 
o-f t~ir o..irrent address and telephone m.mbers. Keep up the good work! Sincerely, James R Thorne 
CEDITOiHAL NOTD I talked ~ith Jim Thurne at the 39 Reunion and he said he ~anted to work on a 
chart to match up aircraft and crews for his time in the 11Sth, Sept 1967 thru Sept 1968. I told 
him r thought i.t liJaS a great idea .md I ~ld ~ him au ~ info [ could. Putting SOllething 
together like that takes a lot o-f work and is a great service for those who served on those 
aircraft. r ur:;;e those of you ~ha s~.,,-eQ on the aircraft of the 118th to please help as IRUch as 
lJDU can . I have found that projects 1 ike th is are hard to ha.ve cut off dates for, before he's 
done we might have a chart for the iiSth fNn the time it started till it left Vietnam. I sent 
Jim Thorne an t.-pdate-d list to work from a.nd I will be sending Bill Wielar.d an updated 1 ist. I 
\olant to thank them for their effort and wish tJJem continued St.Jccesse Oh; if you receive a letter 
~ith a return a~dress of Th-~rne, Peeler ~ Rayes, Attorneys at Law, don't worry its not a law 
suit, its most likely a letter about association business. Please read on for the next letter 
from Jim Thorne I received a few weeks later. 

Dear -1 im: Thanks for the updated roster on t.he 118th . I took sane time to 90 over the roster 
toda•~ and found t.¥rio individuals who I think you will find are the same .as two of the people 
shown on your "help -find" roster. Dewey "Jack" Shelton - - - • 76014 
and Fred Hoffman, • I ·-, - • Althouc]h there is nothing that 
s~cifically indicates that these are the two people you are looking for, you might want to 
correspond 1.11ith than and verif4 · ·\at :infoma:tio.'l. ~I was given the following name 
bf.J Doc Marc:tman, Bill Benton <Ma.Jor), ~ 
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I was very saddened to hear that one o-f our 118th members, George D Dorse1J, of ttetairie, 
Louisiana di~d in August of last ~ar in a dr<Mni.ng accident. I was. given that - iittoniation by 
his wife today and t~t that you might w.ant to put a note· in the newsletter · to that effect. 
As I mentioned previously, we are going to · 11ake a serious attempt at getting a U8th gatherin4j 
planned ·for later · this year and hope to locate a nunber of the 11Bth folks · listed on !pr uhel1» 
find• roster. As we have names and addresses available, I will certainly f~ard them to you for 
the 1-4Sth directory. Thanks again for your help. Sincerely, James R. Thorne 
CED ITOR rAL HOTE> Thank you J iJI for the new addresses and I h.we made sure they are on the 
mailing 1 ist. I have changed George D. Dorsey's mailing label to read Mrs. George Dorse.J and I 
am listing her as an Honorary Member for life. I will write to her about our Funeral Fund . I 
Mecnorial Fu."ld ART. 1S o-f our By-La.ws, and although we haven't set the amount in the by-laws, 
when George Ecker died in June 1988 we sent $ro to his Memorial Fund, and I ~ill do the sa.e for 
George D~y depending upon Mrs Dorsey's wishes. It's not much and a little late but I hope it 
wilt convey our feeling of loss over George's passing. Let me lrnOl.4 1110re about plans for the 
UBt h gathering later this year, or if it is easier it can be schedualed into the 1991 Rewtion 
at Rucker. let me lcnOlil if there is anything I can do to help 11tith your efforts. Thank you. 

Dear Jim: Hope •JOU and the others members are well. Wrote before, received no aRSlrler. Hy 9l'llOf"Y 
has been destroyed by cortisone given to me for lung ailments caused by ingesting too much JP-4 
while topping off tanks as a cre\lallan. I have also been force fed thorazine, aellaril, 
anti-depressants for maDtal problems in ISi Hospitals,. r also handled defoliants during my first 
tour in Vietnam 11.1ith the 173rd Airbs;wne. T want to ask other members a question, '1ltm in the 
68th . 334th,. and the 11Sth and the other companies r gunned for remember me. I suff@r'@d a 6 
1110nth bout o-f amnesia, I blacked out in the 173rd and came to myself while in the 68th Assault 
Co. My n idc name was '"Airborne dog". I remember a f~ names like SFC Broome. -rhe 6r iJn Sweeperu,. 
ship m111ber I OJT'd on - Top Tiger c>Jl and that .we either crashed or were shot down smafhere. 
Also remember Due Hoa rescue mission. Whoever remanbers me please write. I was awarded basic Air 
Medal but never received subsequent awards - was put in for Bronze medal for delivering a11110 & 
rockets under fire while under enemy rocket and motar attack Tet 1968, never received it. Please 

.print this warning to mSllbers: Beware of blaming disabling ailments on Agent Orange etc, look 
into problems caused by ingesting helicopter fuel please, Tolvene isocyanates - same as in 
Bhopal, India. Also bew<lre of taking leva-dopa anti-p.a.rkinsonian agent for depression - it can 
really finish scr~ing you up. H. Fish€r, 
P.S. Manbership dues inclosed. 
<EDITORIAL NITTE> Thank you Mel for your dues and letter. Your letter arrived aTter the last 
newsletter's Readers Response section was already printed but I was able to get part of your 
letter in a Help Remembering article. Hopefully same of our readers have been able to help you 
out with some information. I'm ccnpletely Lost when it comes to the medical information and I 
hope same our members who are doctors or know about these drugs and chemicals wil I be le ind 
enough t o shed some light on th i.s. On the subjeoct of Agent Orange. the 111a in storage and mixing 
dunp was jus t a few hundred feet north of the 6Sth hanger and many of the reven'bnents were built 
with Agent OraruJe barrels. I heilf' that the big bar-B--Q grill was ma.de t'rom Agent Orange ba.rrels. 
If anyone .can help Mel Fisher out with ant,1 information please write to him. Thank you. 

Hello Jim: I hope this finds a.ll well at you.- home. as all is pretty good here, and all doing 
well. Sorry about being sa long in dropping this line. We really enjoyed the 1989 Reunion and 
are really looking for'\llard to 1991 at Ft Rucker for 1.r1e have a daughter and grandson there if her 
husband doesn't leave Rucker before then we wil 1 be able to visit with them as well as the 

·· Reunion. r am tt11 in picture, James R '"Bob'" Thmas. We left Denver and went . to Angel Fire. new 
Mex ico and that was also worth going to see, my wife and I really enjoyed it. How evef' after w 
left there just before we got to the Hatch, tt1 turnoff where we were changing roads, a deer run 
into our car coming from the center median on the interstate. But I guess we were lucky as ~ 
were able to drive on heme in Tucson after spending a night in Lordsburg. rt took about ttlO or 
three hours to get away from Hatch as that is where we drove on to report the accident to the 
High Way Patrol. If I had set dCMn ~en I 90t hale to write this would have been Longer. While 
at Angel Fire I looked through photo and a directory of KIAs and pidced up S<Re names -of Vietnaa 
Anny Aviation personnel. I don't knarl if wy of the names will be of any help or are even 
connected as there Nas no infomation of units, just names and saae dates. Well I guess that is 
about it this setting. Your Friend in Tucson, James R Thanas. Bob 
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PcS. Really enjoyed 'euue.tin, Thank you for a Job well done. 
<EDITORIAL NCJTE> Thank you Bob for the letter. I could 111rite a page bragging about haw ..ell my 
children are doing in school and their other activities, but I won't, I'll Just say everything 
is going great. M1J family and I stopped by Angel Fire the day after the Reunion, I really I iked 
the place, but most of all I a.mire the purpose for it being there, a father's llEllOr'ial to his 
son killed in Vietnam, I hope D.A.V. doesn't lose that purpose under their aa.nagMMt of it. Hy 
only mishap after leaving there ~ my first speeding ticket in over 15 years, and my kids still 
think it's funnaJ. I checked the help find file of wer 3500 names of people who served with the 
battalion that have been sent in a.nd didn't find a name match for the list of KIAs you sent, but 
thank you for the thought, all these people should be remanbered~ I added the names and home of 
record of the people on the set of orders to the help find file, maybe we can locate thell soon. 
As you read in the editorial note to Michael Viscaino's letter that Richard L K Ellis, KIA 5 Oct 
1962,. - · is on our Ha&oria.l List that will be printed in this years 
Directory that I will be printing soon. They are remembered. Take care and I'll see you at ft 
Rudcer in 1991. 

Keep up the ~at work, but if you don't start remembering the 74th RAC I'• going to be 
supremely disappointed= 74th MC was part of original 1st in Vi.etna.. Callsign '"Al.ITT .. in '67 
and 1 68, and stayed a pa.rt of t-."le i45th until the 210th Avn Bn Na.S establishes at ·Bear Cat 
sooietime in '68 .. Bob Clewell, ALOFT i, 16, LTC QI&\) Rtd 
<EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank 1,pJ Bob for joining and we won't -forget about the 74th. The inforaation I 
have is the 74th Avn Co,. later redesignated 14th Reconnaissance Airplane Calpany was activated 
on 26 March 1965. The ccmpany was formed from the assets of the 1st, 13th, 14th, 52nd, and 145th 
Aviation Platoons CfW) CProv>. The 74th RAC had the 563rd Trans Det and 320th Signal Det 
assigned to it. During the course of any day, the ALOFT pilots co-vered the camplete III Corps 
Tactical Area rendering irr"'aluable reconnaissance, adjusting artillery,. providing convoy cOYer, 
and radio relay for ground units engaged against the Viet Cong. In January 1968 the 74th was 
reassigned ta the 210th CAB until July i971,. then assigned to the 11th rAB until they departed 
Vietnam on 20 Hardt 1912. J.ames E Sparenburg, • - has 
volunteered to be the 74th RAC unit historian, yoo might want to contact him about helping to 
put together a 74th RAC history report for the newsletter. 

Dear James: Thank you for the January issue of the Newsletter. As always~ it seems to get better 
and better with each issue. As you recall from our previous correspondence, I aa the first 
comna.nder of the i45th and was privileged to ctl!llland it for the first six months or so of its 
life, before passing it on. I am also the last cmmander of the 45th TC Bn, fran whence the .en, 
officers and equi;:nent came~ when the i4.5th was fanned~ I also was saddened to be present ~t the 
inactivation of the 145th at Ft Stewart, GA. 30 September 1992. If anyone has copies o-1 the Army 
Aviation Magazine for 1963s there is quite a bit of information on the 145th and its associated 
units in my periodic V!ET!W1 REPORTS. Lots o-f units, names ahd places. In late 1963, I approved 
the first pocket patch for the i45th. It was a V design> red~ with white borders. Superillposed 
were the mnbers "145• with a wing, o-t blue and white, coming out of each side. I only have One 
left,. but shall try to get a copy for you at the first opportunities. Sale of the 1st shi-tt 
members <1963) will r€member. The 145th ccmnanded all helicopter units in Vietnam including UTT, 
except for the 57th Hed Air ~bulance. Later we broke out the 52nd Cmibat Aviation Battalion in 
the Highlands and the Delta Cmbat Aviation Battalion in the Delta. Hore for your next issue. 
Keep up the good ~k. 

E-0od li..'Ck. Hi to all the old gang that might remember me. We had a great outfit in 63 and I 
kn~ the 145th held that reputation throughout its life title.. short as it was. I was happy to 
learn in 1988, there is a 1st Aviation Battalion, 145th Combat Aviation, although I do not know 
~here it is located. r am sure ~'OU are in t-ouch. Good luck to a.ll. Alligator 6, Col. Kenneth D 
Mertel 
<EDITORIAL NUTE> Its so good to hear from you COl Mertel, its been a while. Hopefully S-OllleOne 

out there can round up a photocopy of the V IETIW1 REPORTS from the i963 Arsy Aviation ftagaz ine. 
anyone that can get me a copy please do so. I have seen black and white drawings of the pocket 
patch you refer to. but never seen one in color. If you could get me a color picture taken 
straight on I would appreciate it for our archives, I never knew the story behind it, thank you. 
There has been discussion before about 1?ather or r.ot the S7th Med came under the cmnand of the 
145th. Some said it did and~ said it didn't, but all agreed there was a good working 
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relationship betl«>en the men of the 145th and the men of the 57th t1ed. They SUflPOt'ted car guys 
when needed ahd mr guys supported them when needed, especially the UTT. The way I understand it 
the 571st Trans Det that was assigned to the UTT, 68th, 197th, and 334th, also done the 
maintenance for the 57th Hed Det. The 1st Bn, 145th AVl't. is stat-ioned at ft. Ruc:lcer, AL, you 
can. contact them by writing to: Battalion Cmmander, 1st Battalion, 145th IM't, Fort Rucker, AL 
36362-5092. Gen. Richard KeflJOl'l ~ is the dlai.naan of our 1991 Reunion Comittee at Fort Ruc:br 
is the Honorary Colonel for the 145th AVN Regiment. Hopefully I'll see you at the 1991 Rewaion 
at fort Rucker. 

I got a note from Jay Elliott with the current mailing address for the Vjetnaa Helicopter Pilots 
Association, 7 West Seventh St., Suite 1940; Cincinnati, 00 45202, 1-513-721-vttPA. I mistakenly 
printed their old address on page 12 of the last newsletter. Thank you Jay. 

135th AHC Letters 
Dear Jim: I haven't seen much in our rtai1sletter about the 135th Mfe. This lA'lit was tr1i.-e in 
that it was an Experimental Military Unit comprised of both U.S. Army and Royal Austrailian Navy 
personnel. This should generate some membership from down under. I aa guilty of not keeping up 
with many of my friends to include the ~trail ians possibly saaebodj else ha..s. I have enclosed 
a copy o.f our 1969 yearbook for you to keep on file if you have a place for it. It does have a 
little historical information in it that might be worth printing. There is also a listing of our 
KIAs throug'h July 1969. Hope this will generate some more input from my fell«M EMUs and Taipans. 
Respectfully, Mark Bryant 
<EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you Mark, the yearbook has already been very useful. In our last 
newsletter that you should have received right after sending the yearbook,. there lllaS a letter . 
about the 135th AHC by J.L. Baratz. I have added the names of the KIAs to our Memorial ·List• And 
[ will be printing the 135th AHC unit history in the Battalion History part of the newsletter 

111ithin the next few newsletters. Please read on for sooie more letters about the 135th AHC. 

Dear Jill: Thanks for sending me the infonnation packet. I would like to join the Association,. 
·indosed is a money order for $10. I have current addresses for twa enl i sted friends Nhidl I 
served with, they are as follOtaS= Michael D Hickman, - -
and Paul Petrie, R.D. • - - The three of us served with the 68th Signal 
Detachnent of the 135th AHC frcm April 68 to April 69= The 68t.h Signal Detacment Commander 
during most of this time was CW2 Charles R Sanders. Inclosed are copies of orders arid 
miscellanious information fNJm my tour~ I hope this may help to piece together some of the 
Ba.ttal ion History. If you have any .informat ion pertaining to the period 1968 and 1969, 
specifically dealing with operations of the !35th AHC I WOl.Jld appreciate your passing it to me. 
Thanks for any effort you give my request. Thank you, William C Murphey, D Btry 6-3 AM, APO Hew 
York, HY . 09142 
<EDITORIAL NITTD Also inclosed in the letter was copies o7 orders and a photocopy of his 135th 
pocket patch. The pocket patch was designed "11ith pilot wings on an anchor,. above the a.nc:hor are 
the letters U.S.A. R.A.H., belCM the anchor are the letters EMU, sorr~ing this is the ollJllPic 
wreath, balQ;11 that it sa.id '"GET THE BLOOOY JOB OOHE". I sent William HurphetJ a copy of the 
history from the yearbook referred to in Mark Bryant and sent Michael Hickman and Paul Petrie a 
copy of the la.st nt'\llsletter. Thank you Bill, please read on for another letter a.bout the 135th. 

Dear Jim and Deb: In yo•Jr Jan. newsletter I received the Pink Slip. Thanks for reminding me ·that 
I'm a little late on my dues. So I'm sending you last years and this years dues and I appreciate 
that it didn't hurt. I also took interest in your letter from J.L. &ratz; He was .t he First 
Shirt for the 135th at that time. Olello Sarge) We departed a.s a unit frca Grey Army Airf iel d 
at Fort Hood, Texas, Sept 67 . Frm what I can remember our call sign was the Texas Rangers. We 
entered and were TB1P station at 'Jung Tau then relocated to Black Horse~ the 11th CflJ C<l9pOlA'ld 
at Xuan Loe. The Austral ions we merged with was an element of the Royal Australian Navy. J1 a 
sorry [ can't remember which unit. ~ EMU ~ the revised call sign a.nd it was that bird we 
were nick named after. But until your newsletter I didn 1 t know that E.t1. U. was derived · fr.an 
Experimental Military Unit. I was the youngest man in the company up 1mtil my tour was over: I 
turned 18 about 2 or 3 weeks before we departed to Vietnam. I was a Hach. , door 4J'lmef', then 
Crew Chei,.. , I'm very proud of being part of that history. Because of America's dissatisfaction 
of it all, and the memories of the fallen or 11issing, I tend to want to separate myself frm it. 
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I t111ant to thank you, and Deb, and everyone involved with the 145th. Thank all of you for putting 
together a very possitive mission for the 145th. I'm looking forward in growing with the 
Association~ and learning more about Our Heritage. Little Han, Theodore A Nazaroff 
P •. S.· Jim# I looked thru what · I stiU ~ and ·I ran copies of them. I hope you can benHit frcn 
them. The photo was taken of the logo on the nose of the cmpany ea.and ship. Host of the 
slicks had a side profile of an orange colored silhouette , of the £mu. The patch is a second 
print <Vietnamese version) made in Vt.-ng -Tau 1967, 1st company issue after the 111erge with the 
Aussie~ Orginally t11e had sane made in Texas and with a Texas & American f'lag. I llfOUld love to 
have or see a copy of that patch {never issued>. About the museta, go for it. 
CEDITORrAL NOT£> Along with the letter was a. color photocopy of the patch described above and a 
color photocopy of the picture of the C&C nose cover. I ~ould love to be able to ma.Jee color 
photocopies of the quality he sent. I will enter the info fNllll the orders he sent into the Help 
find file. It is my guess that the copy of the pocket paU:h he sent was of the first one used in 
Vietnam and the pocket patch described earlier was the second design used by the 135th. NOUld 
s~e in the other members of the 135th help me out with info. I ltlOUld like to make unit T-shirts 
~ith these designs. The pink slip he referred to at the beginning of his letter was · -~ to 
be a red paper, but Deb picked up the wrong color when she got paper. The idea behind ·it is · to 
~.et pe-o-;>le's attention that their dues ~ doc I wouldn't send out pink: slips,. I use \a be a 
-flight simulator instructor at Rocker and people always disliked it llrilen I gave out pink slips. 
The pilots will icrnM what I mean. And I would lilce to say t.hat when I went to Vietnam,. I did 
what I thought was right, that's all that counts, I '111 a Vietnam Veteran, and very proud of it. 

The next 135th AHC letter was from James Baber. Sme of the guys in the 135th are planning a 
13Sth reunion for the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th of August, 1990, in the Dallas, Fort Worth area. On 
the 3rd they a.re planning a tour of Bell Helicopter. and on ~ 4th they are planning a 
B.ar-B-lh.-e. He says several of the Australians are planning to attend. He sent current addresses 
for 9 of the Australian members of the 135th. I sent Jim Baber a current print out of the people 
l".11e have located -tran the 13Sth and hope they have a great reunion, and hope-fully we will see 
than at the 1991 Reunion at Fort Rucker . For more information on the 13Sth AHC retmion contact: 
.James Baber, -

Jim .. Sorry that I haven't renewed my membership before this. I don't have a.n excuse. Just been 
too lazy to thNM it in t.he mail. I sho1Jld have renewed at the reunion. I enjoyed getting· 
together in Denver= I'r.i rnaber 42 i.n the reunion photo. I am looking forward to the next one a.t 
Ft. Rucker. I think most of us a14.reciate the. job you have taken on even tho•Jgh we don't get to 
tell you~ If you need anyt-hi.ng from ~Minneapolis area just askz Thanks,. Sz lee Hallquist 
<EDITOR LAL NOTE> Thank you lee, I know I can count on '.:,JOU. It was N!ally nice in DefJ..rer and our 
Reunion a.t Ft Rucker should reall~ be great= I have gotten many more of the details. so mal<;e 
sur e to see the Reunioo 91 Update in this newsletter. I'm still looking for names for ntabers 
i8, 19, 20, 27,. 28,. 29, 39,. 49; 51,. and 54 in the reunion photo. 

And in another letter I got a rr.-€ffibership form and T-shirt order from Bob Tallgren. What really 
made this so special for me was. I ~anted to locate Bob Tallgren for John Riggle every since 
John and I talked back about ~ 1985. In the Sept 1989 newsletter there was a letter fr<n John 
Riggle about finding Bob= rt re.a.Uy made my day k:ru:Mi.ng that in a small way I was able to help 
these ~o goc-~ friends get together. I know th is happens just about every t i11e the new people 
located list canes out, but this one was really special for me because of the conversations ~ith 
John and my promise to him to try to locate Bob. Success, that's what makes it all wcrttMhile. 

De.ar Sirs : I'm e;;ir it ing th is note to you in hope of finding my last crew chief. His name I.fas 
Frank Ponzio from Florida & he also served in the 334th <Dragons) Armed Helicopter Co 68--69 at 
Bien Hoa. This is a picture of Frank Ponzio,. maybe ~ of our brothers will recognize hi.IA & 
furnish some info 0.1 him. If~u can please get this published & a can write or call nae at: 
John L Macedo ; - • • 11111 collect. Thanks for 
everything. 
P .S. l haven't joined s...'lOner beca•Jse I've been stone broke. I was just a.warded 50X service 
connected retroactive 1 year for PTSO & rn:M plus my SSI I'll be a regular paying member. 6od 
bless you a.IL 
<EDITORIAL NITTD Thank you John, hopefully we will be able to locate frank Ponzio from Florida 
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• 
soon. H 'all the people 111e have in Florida will check their local phone book Ila~ we can find 
him soon. I had no information on him in our help find file so if anyone can find aRJ info on 
hill in their old sets of orders I would 1 ilce a copy. 

Dear J i.111 : Enclosed you will find my dledc and order for 2 110re Old tJTT T-shirts. If you eYer 

consider ma.king a ~ on patch with this design I would be interested. About the •91• rec.tion. 
Sane may be interested in camping again. My RV park di.rectory lists only one site near OZark. It 
lists having 40 sites at $9. Ozark Camper Park. 3 miles north on US 231, at aile aarter · 47. 
Dothan lists 2 sites but both a.re saal!. can you find out if Ft. Ruc:tcer ~ camping sites? 
Here's another member of the old tJTT. I can't remember if I a~ his na.e. If I did, 
here i.t is again: STEINE~ Joel R. Lt Col. <Was Capt in '63 > .--i. - • 

• • Retired now. 
I received an answer frcm Dave Price ""° I '1tN>te to in Hallfa.ii asking infonaation about 

"Visu<1.l Dreams Productions.• He says it's on the up and up. He mentioned he got a T shirt frm 
you ~nd liked it. I also received an answer fran Terrance Morin Mith 6 pages of -wtio he is!• 
l 'll ! l;!nd you a copy of his letter. In it he asks • Who is Jisn Bodkin?• Yatr uelcme to let hia 
know i f you'd l ilce ~ He is praised highly as a sceeJ1111riter. He llfaS even 11ixed up with Eugene 
Hasenfus at one time. Reml'!Dber him? He was shot down over Nicaragua .ttiJe flyill!I anas and 
supplies to the Contras. He said he was working for the CIA! Isn't everybody? &re glad to read 
that your not sendill!I out menbership directories to any and everyone! 1'11 on ·enougtt jlri 11aiHll!I 
lists as it is. The museta display soi.mds like a good idea. You know best if we can afford it. 
It s hould be designed to be expandable so that items could added froa time to ti.lie as they are 
rece ived. A loan to another lllUSeta would be good relations for all involved and MJUld solved the 
problem of having to keep it stored SOOteplace. Perhaps it could even be loaned out to oiher 
musetas across the country frm time to time or on special occasions. Are there ~ 145th CAB 
Association patches? Guess 1 '11 say so long for now. Our Na.rm SUIDer 1 ike weather has changed 
overnight with a vengance! Could be getting sme sn<:M. ~ were lucky with UWugo•. Passed us by 
to the west and we made out OK. Hope t-his finds 1JOU and ~ fa.ily well. Y04r friend ·Al 
Canpton . 
. (EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you Al for lg-·~ support. I checked an old Hil itary ~ Guide and 
it list that Ft Rucker has a campground on poSt at the lake Tholocco Engineer Beach Camp Area. 
It 1 ist reservations required, open to active duty, retired military, DOD civilians; no pets. ·18 
spaces with hook ups, tent camping, restroo.s, sh<Mers, picnic area .. playground, aarina, boat 
rent.al , etc. There are 2 phone nunbers I isted - .. -
- to see if this info is still current. I have added Joel Steine to our mailing list. 

I will write to Terrance Morin, but the question "Who is JilA Bodldn?• is a tough one. I 
guess I'll have to say I'm Just anoth~ Vet, proud to have served in Vietnam .. and wanting to get · 
everyone who served with our Battalion together again. I want to aake sure that ~·· ..tlo 
served in Vietnam and didn't return qt.Jit.e the same, be reeembered. I also want to aalce sure that 
what ~ did, how we served, and why we served, is not forgotten. I have seen Haa Vets · in 
general, if there is such a thing as a Ham Vet in general~ being portrayed in such an 
unrealistic way that it would nice to see sanething done on screen right. I know he MOUid need 
an interesting story line .. with a good hook:., to get the money to make the .aYie .. but I couldn't 
think of anything more interesting then a group of men taking Salle helicopters designed to ·be 
air ambulances ~ stapping on sarie guns and rockets, and making the best fighting machine ever 
invented. H he just covered the first year I'm sure TV could pick it up a.s a weekly continuing 
progr;o. With characters rotating in and out and sane doing ~ or three different tours. In 
China Beach and Tour of Duty the character get so old a.nd unbeleiveable and story 1 ine get lost. 

The inuse1.111 display, if it triill work the way its suppost to .. will be fairly easy to c::ha.nge 
and up date. The four wings of pictures will be hill!led so it Nill fold together for transport 
and unfold and lode into place for di.splay .. l ilce a very la.rge fOW' page photo albta. As the 
display grows more of the displays will be added, each NOUld be free standing and can be placed 
on open floor s pace. The cost will depend lllOSt on the quality of the l«lod fra111e .. pine is che~ 
than oak, etc. It could be loaned out, but that would depend upon the shipping, ..e 111«>Ul«*11 t want 
it to be lost in shipping~ Just like with the '11oving Wall• saaeone trust..or~ MOUld have to 
transport it in person. About Association patches, I will be chedcill!I in on thm soon, ~ could 
use the standard "first In Vietnam• patch with the ASSOCIATIOH ribbon attached. Socnts lilce a 
good idea. Take care, Friend, JIM 
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145th Comb.:.i.t Avia.tion Ba.tta.l ion (Vietna.m) Associa.tion Membership Form 
Name ___________________________________________ _ 

City,State,Zip ___________________ --"------------------~ 
Phone ________________ ~check one EM ____ WO ____ OF ___ _ 

served with the 145th C.AB with (IJNIT> from <DATE> to ---------- ---- ----
have enclosed $10 for each membership year. Total __ for 1 July 1990 to 30 June 19_ 

ReQular Associate (family) member Renewal 
Send to: 145th C.A.B.V.A.,3719 Forest Hill f:Ne, Ft. Wayne, IN. 46805 ____ _ 
*************************************************************************************** CASSETTE TAPE 
Send me the cassette tape/s. By ordering these tapes I aQree not to copy them and to 
protect the copyrights for fut.her distribution. Signature required on bottem of form. 

___ "Battle of Bien Hoa and Gunship Action" Audio Cassette @ $15 each. 

City,State,Zip ______________________ _______________ ~ 

Signature ________________________________________ _ 

C·:irnp 1 ete .~mi:>tmt inc 1 osed $ Send order to : 145th CABVA, 3719 FOREST HI LL AVE, FT 
WAYNE, IM 46805 
*************************************************************************************** 

THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 
Send me Thunderbir·d Patches at $4 each 
Name _________________________________________ _ 

. City , State,ZiP.....,-~.--.~---,.,.,....,...~~,--...--....... ----.,---,..--.,--,,........,--..,,,--,..,....,...,......----------
Send order to: Da.v l d Evans, 29609 Bod: Street, Garden C 1 ty, HI 48135 
*************************************************************************************** TOP TIGER PATCHES 
Send me Top Tiger patches at $4 each 
NaJ1le ___________________________________________ _ 

Street _________________________________________ _ 

City,State,Zip _________ ____________________________ ~ 

Send order to: i45th C.A.B.V.A. 3719 Forest Hill ~~e, Fort Wayne , lN 46805 
*************************************************************************************** 

COLOR T-SHIRTS 
Send me ___ _ IJn it T-Sh i rts at $ i3 ea.ch including postage. <Mark Unit and Size) 

#01 ~~1 i45th BN <FIRST rN '.JI ETNAM) Ass:o, 

#11-02 120AHC 

tt 12-02 12 iAHC 

#17-01 IJTT (1962-1963) 

# 17-t)4 i 97AHC 

#17-02 LrfT <1964) 

---'Med i till 
___ Large 

___ Ex-large 

__ XX-large 

___ XXX-1 arge 

Send order to: 145th C.A.B.V.A., 3719 Forest Hill Ave, Fort Wayne , IN 46805 
i-219-483-5149 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for deliver•~, if not in stock. See page 17 for T-shirt description. 
Name _____ _____________________________________ _ 

Street ______________________ _ 

City,State,Zip ________________________________ _____ _ 
ML13 







Jo ::1 in :,.i i th 1_.:,; . Io •..: s a unit, i.; a uni t. no nn t te:- :,:fH t other b.:± t t a! ions it n1E-. 'J t1a· . .:e t:•een 
as.: igri.;d ~o. 

145rn COMBAT 
AVIATION DATTALION 

(Viet~am) 
ASSOC;ATIOf'J 

JAMES L BODKIN 
N~tlona l Diroctor!Coordlna tor 

371!) Forc11t Hiii A~. 
Ft. Wnyno, IH 

'16805 
(Home Phone) 

Address Correction nequs~t0d 

ru. •3 

NON-PROflT ORG. 
tl .S. POSTAGE 

• 

PA ID 
Fort Wayne, IN 

PERMIT NO. 1387 



8TH ANN-UAL INDIANA 
VIETNAM VETERANS 

REUNION 
SEPTEMBER 14-16, 1 990 

Located on the grounds 

Howard Johnsons and Ramada Inn· 
KOKOMO, INDIANA 

ENTERTAINMENT and GUEST SPEAKERS 

Brett Small & Festival Vettz 

Spike and the Bulldogs 

Bo Gritz · Col. Hopper 

Top Holland Walt Eckes 

Sammy L. Davis Rev. John Steer 

Freedom Flight 

FOR MORE INFORMATION-CALL 
1·800·445·1840 OR (317) 453-3305 



* For further information, call o r write: 

C. Dumas Jonathon Hubbert 

The Largest POW /MIA Flag in the 
Nation 

Will Be Flying at the Reunion. 

List of Events 
* "((f(f( 

Friday 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Entertainment: 

VETTZ 
Martin and Holiday 

Saturday 12 noon - 10 p.m. 
Opening Ceremonies 

Entertainment: 
Martin and Holiday 

VETIZ 
LMNOP 

Strange Brew 

Speaker - "Locating Fellow Vets" 
Drill Team 

POW /MIA Ceremony 
Helicopter Display 

Children's Activities 
Closing Ceremonies 

* Free Admission * Live Entertainment * Reduced Hotel Rates * 
* Food and Drinks * Nearby Camping Facilities * Vendors * 

2 nd Annual 

L.Z. BLUEGRASS 
KENTUCKY VIETNAM 
VETERANS REUNION 
JULY 20 & 21, 1990 

Water Tower * 1-71 at Zorn Avenue 

Friday: July 20, 6:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M. 
Saturday: July 21, 12 Noon - 10:00 P.M. 

Louisville, Kentucky 



l 

' 

93rd 
BATTAJ_:ION 

Tr.ans: / :i2 :is:t 
HISTORY 

AHC Ea.r-1y 

On 15 December 1961, the 93rd Tra.nspor:tation Cmipany depctMed ft"al Quonset Point, Rhode 
Island,. aboard the U.S.S Carr for their long voyage fraa their deep rooted hales at Fort Devens,. 
Massachusetts, to a new challenge in the Rep00lic of South Viet Ham. After arriving at St.t>ic 
Bay,. Philippines Islands,. the CCllpaJ'llJ transferred their men and equ i.pment aboard Ute U .S .S 
Princeton and continued to Da Nang, Viet Nam, arriving on 25 January 1962. On 1 February 1962, 
only six days later,. the 93rd Transportation Cmpa.ny was operational and begMl their dangerous 
flying mission in Viet Nam. 

The 93rd Transportation Company readily accepted their new challenging tactical eission_-of 
providing air transportation for canbat troops of the Republic of South Viet Ha to expedite ·the 
tactical operations and logistical support in the forward areas of the ccabat zones. This-also 
includes transportation of troops,. equipment and supplies into inaccessible areas and evacuation 
of cmibat casualties. 

The CH-21 Army helicopters rapidly became •the pack horses of the Viet Hamese 1MJW1tains and 
jungles" flying dangerous supply routes that a few months earlier took: l.and parties '1feelc to 
negotiate. Soon the helicopters crews were much at hone shuffling equipnent across the 
mountains. Loads varied frm h<Mitzers attached to slings riding below the ships to disasSSlbled 
parts of two bul 1 dozers which were Tl own to a U.S. Arny Special Forces outpost to build an 
airstrip. 

On 27 June 1962, General Hightower selected the 93rd Transportation Cmpany and attached 
units as the most out.st.anding ccapa.ny visited in the Republic of South Viet Hall. General 
HightoNer visited a majority of the ~_nizations in Viet Ham but chose an aviation Wlit, the 
93rd Transportation Cmpany as the most outstanding. 

On 2 August 1962, the 93rd Transportation Ccmpany conducted the first large scale heliborne 
operation ever conducted in the I Corps Tactical Zone mich consisted of a two cmpany raid on 
the Viet Cong 5th Region He-adquarters in th Do XA area. The participation of the 93rd 
Transportat ion Cmpany penaitted the rapid capture of the Viet Cong radio station and catJSed · 
heavy casualties to be inflected upon t~ enemy. 

On 3> August 1962,. the 93rd Transportation Canpany participated in Operation .,_. Son u• 
another air-1ll0bile canba.t assault against a hard-core Viet Cong Battalion deep in the jlnJles of 
!ruang Nga i Province,. cmpl imented by 10 CH- 34 helicopters of the 1st Helicopter Squa4*'orl \JNAf" • a 
heavy ground fog c:wered the landing zone preventing the first lift Wltil two t'lotrs after the 
pre-strike,. instead of ilnediately after the strike as planned. Despite encountering heavy fire 
from the alerted and prepared Viet C.oog the loss of two CH-21 helicopters to enaDIJ grOWld fire 
and the wounding of four cr""'11 members,,, the 93rd Transportation Company successfully completed 
two air lifts into the heavily enemy infested landing zone. Of the twelve helicopters frca .the 
93rd Transportation Caapany,. nine were hit and damaged by enemy fire and two shot down. Six 
persons were killed and five wounded in helicopters '*'ring "Lam Son Ir. All objectives· ·wre 
taken,. 40 Viet Cong guerrillas ~ killed,. six prisoners were taken,. many enemy supplies 
including an aJlllUlition dunp were destroyed and valuable intelligence doa.oents were seized. the 
psychological effect of this successful raid deep within enemy held territory~ illleasurable. 

On 12 September 1%2, the advance party departed Da Nang on a classified mission to relocate 
the 93rd Transportation Canpany. On 19 Septar.ber 1962 the 1st Harine Aircraft Wing ot Soc Tr.ang 
and the 9?..rd Transportation Canpa.ny Qi Da Nang exchanged locations, the 93rd saying fara;ell to 
the lllOUFltains and jungle thus GIO',..ing to tm!ir present location at Soc Trang Airfield in ' ·2 flat 
Mekong River Delta. Air lifting the Ctlllpany to Soc Trang required transporting 41 loads; t:J55,299 
pounds of cargo; 196,.142.2 car~-too miles ; 53,.068 passenger miles and 96 hours of flight tille. 
On 23 September 1962, the first operational mission in the Delta area was flown. 

On 17 Decmber 1962,. orders were received assi~ing the 18th Aviation Operating Detact.ent 
from Okinawa to Soc Trang per General Order 45, USAS6, effective 5 DeCE!lllber 1962. The 18th 
A.O.D. has the mission of facilitating all Amy flight operations by providing flight 
infomation planning data, coordination of da~, night and instrunent flights, navigational aids, 
and Air traffic control for the aviation unit to whom it is attached. The 18th A.O.D. is 
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established with 39 Enlisted Men, and 5 officers to provide it .services for handling ,a daily air 
tr.affic count of 50. At Soc Trang, the 18th A.O.D. normally handles as aircraft count of 103 
daily. 

· In December the 93rd Transportation Company established anbther mile-stone and record by 
flying 1,017.2 hours in a single month in the Republic o-f South Viet Ham. 

AP BAC - 2 January 1963, on 2 January 1963 the 93rd Transportation Company started the new 
year on a tragic note. While supporting the 7th Infantry ARVtl Division fran a staging area 
located at a small dirt strip at Tan Hiep, the entire flight of the CH-21, U.S. Anny helicopters 
frooi t ile 93rd Transportation .CClllpanaJ was ambushed by an entrenched hard-core Viet Cong 
reinforced Battalion on the fourth assault rifle lift c011J11itting the reserve forces. In the 
fiMl stage o·r' the approach frm contour level, hea.VtJ machine gun and autcnatic rifle fire was 
received. Without regard for personal safety, the ten helicopters proceeded past the armored 
personnel carriers and the main ad.,.ancing bodiJ to land their troops · in the designated landing 
zone. Hot one helicopter aborted or failed to complete its mission of getting the troops into 
the landing zone. · 

f°'Hthough hit by ground fire . the first four aircraft were able to make successful take-offs 
from the area. The fifth aircraft, however~ 11:1as shot down due to heavy ground fire. The crew-of 
the sixth helicopter unhesitatingly diverted their take-off and attempted t .o pick up .the crew of 
the d(l;ilned aircraft and were iDGediately shot down also. The landing z:one '11a5 untenable due to 
enemy fire which prevented -further rescue attempts. The remainder of the flight departed for the 
staging a.rea although the second aircraf:t ha.d to make a force landing due to damage fra11 tbe 
ground fire received. The d~ned crews were left to fend for themselves in the rice paddies 
ahead of the ma.in attacking force, where they remained under enemy fire for the next eight 
hours= One man wa.s dead and five had been wounded by enemy fire. 

IJpon return to the staging a.rea,. assessment of di!ma.ge to the seven r.ema.U,ing helicopters 
r~~ealed only two were flya.bie. Approximately one hour . later information was received fron 
ground troops in the area. that firing had subsided and evacuation of the downed cN!WS could be 
made. The rescue aircraft .was landed despite sporadic ground fire a.nd damage to the aircraft. 
When the loading of the wounded and CT6'l5 was attempted,. t-he tempo -of enemi:J fire increased and a 
heavy voltine of fire entered the cockpit· wounding the pilot. This forced the aircraft to make an 
mediate take-off leaving the wounded and crews behind. The aircraft 1,1111s flawn out of the 
landing zone, but 1/2 mile awa1J a forced landing had to be made due to damage frcn enemy fire. 
Mea.~hile,. at the staging area.,. two other helicopters had been rapidly rep.a.ired fran parts of 
other downed aircraft. For the remaining hours of the afternoon, anmunition and medical 
evacuations were flrnim by these ships into the first three landing zor.esa 

Approximately eight hours from the time they were shot down, the crews and their llK>Unded 
were finally picked uµ blj A~JN <ll"'ffiored personnel carriers= Then they had to ride for 
apprm{imately two hours through attacks with the armored personnel carriers until an area .. NaS 

reached where theiJ colJld be ~~acua.ted by helicopter= 
At :the days end, nine Americans had been wounded and one killed in action. Of the ten 

helicopters coor.iitted on the mission, all ten had been hit biJ enemy fire~ four had been shot 
dGWn and only three helicopters were flyable to return to the airfield. 

On 3 and 4 January maintenance personnel from the 93rd Transportation Company flew to the 
downed ai rcraft and with disregard for their personal safety and only concern for ·their 
equipment and the ultimate recovery of the dcMned .aircraft, they went into the areas for t.wo 
days under hostile fir~, r&~aining there to effect repairs. 

The hero ism.. espr i te-de-corps and coor ad ish displayed throughout the entire act ion upholds 
the coomoo knowledge Qf the spirit the officers and men to the 93rd Transportation Caapany have 
as being perhaps among the best if not the best in the AnniJa 

On 10 J.a.nuar•J 1963, the 93rd Transportation Company suffered another air tragedy when a 
CH-21 helicopter fran the 57th Transportation Car.pa..fllJ enroute from Soc Trang to Saigon crashed 
with Three 93rd officers riding as passengers. All seven persons aboard the aircraft were 
kil.leda The three officers from the 93rd Transport...ation C~ were Captain Donald Be Toth .. 1st 
Lt Lewis L. Stone and 1st Lt Charles M. Fitts. 

On the brighter side in January the unit received a playful 9 month Bengal tiger mascot 
named '"Tuffy'" fr1n MAM Laos. After his a.rriv.al,. Tuffy was sho.itered with attention and affection 
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frC111 Privates to Generals,. Tuffy was goO(j natured,. playful and usually harwless. For aany in the 
company ·a scratch or scar from Tu-Hy was a treastred memory never to be forgotten. T11Hy 1 s diet 
was not that of a. normal tiger. His favorite di.shes included weiners,. steaks. meat balls,. and 
~ghetti. In the cool of the evening, Tuffy alti1ays took his daily swi• in his own private 
S\lli.nning pool. Thus with a playful Bengal tiger as ccnpany iaascot,. the llalbers of the 93rd 
Transpartation Canpany soon became widely known as the Soc Trang Flying Tigers. 

On 4 Harch 1963,. Hajor E~ C. Set,JOOUr,. the present connander. assuned cClmafld of the 93rd 
Transportation Company relieoviing Major Paul E. Ewing who ..as reassigned to the 45th 
Transportation Battalion at Ton Son Nhut. 

On 27 Mar-J\ 1963, the first Machine Goo Platoon, of i officer and 20 Enlisted aen, arrived 
for 90 days TOY fl"1D the 25th Infantry Division in ~ii for duty as gunners on the Cff-21 
~licopters of the 93rd Transportation Canpany. 

On 25 June 1%3, the 93rd Transportation Conpa.ny was redesignated as the 121st AYia.tion 
Canpa..l'llJ <Air Mobile Light> retaining their inen,. equipnent,,. location and history. · ..,, 

Also in June, Tuffy, the Soc: Trang tiger ma.51:ot weighing over 250 potrlds and 15 aonths old, 
departed the 121st Aviation Caillpa.ny for the Toledo Cllio Zoo. Tufty no longer Nill have his CJNr1 

private pool but will also su-f-fer a reduction in rank fNllll Nunber 1 Top Tiger of the 121st 
Aviation Company to l'ttaber 6 B2r.gal Tiger of the Toledo Zoo. 

In July, the 121st Aviation Canpany topped their previous record flying tme by having a 
busy flying month totaling 1 P064 hours. 

On 23 August 1963, the 121st Aviation Canpany again established another record by having the 
largest Decorations and 1'-Mards Presentations Ceraiiony in the history of Viet Nall by dec:orat ing 
forty-four (44) individuals <almost 1/4 of the company>. lieutenant Colonel Wayne M. · Phillips , 
Ccmnanding Officer of the Delta Av.iation Battalion and Major E«Mard C. SE!'l,pour,,. ~a.nder of the 
i2ist Aviation C.mpany presented on the date, three (3) Distinguished Flying Cross, one CU 
Bronze Star ~ith Valor,. thirty-seven C37) Air medals and fifty-four (54) Oak Leaf Clusters to 
the Air medal, and 14 Purple hearts. 

In August the 121St Aviation Cmpany again tnpped the 1000 hour a 1100th mark by flying 
1,.019.1 hours . 

- "In appreciation of the outstanding service and support rendered the 2nd Infantry Division 
CAR'JiO during the conduct of combat operations0

,. reads the inscription on one of the llOre 
important ooit citations of the many a.warded this company during the period they have been in 
Viet Nam "for outstandLl'lg continuous service and support in canbat"s 

During the short period o-f time the 121st Aviation Cdnpa.ny has been in Viet Nati, it has 
established many mil.est.ones and records to include having flown 14,243.8 hours,,. ccopleted 20,201 
sorties, hauled 14, 968,952 pounds of cargo, transported 66, 781 passengers and evacuated 1,439 
medical casualties. 

As evidence tti.~oughout the history stated above, the acccnpl ishlients, •ilestones and rea;ll"ds 
in addition to being the HOST decorated unit in Viet Ham,. one can readily see why the 111en clailll 
1:1ith honor, prmpt and pride, the 121st Aviation Ccnpany, Hane of the Soc Trang Tigers. 

SOC TRANG by Carl E Bartecchi, M.D. 
Right after writing this Historical Report about the 93rd Trans Co I 121st AHC, I 

received a letter, book, and membership dues from Carl E Bartecchi who served with the 
41st Med Det of the 121st AHC in 1965 and 56. He sa.id his book "SOC TRANG" is no longer 
available in book stores but he has about 150 copies left. If you would like one he 
would be ha~ a copy to you for $4.95 + $1.50 shipping. Send order to: Carl E 
Bartecchi, .......... ~ 

I've rea.d the first three chapters since receiving the book this afternoon and 
highl1~ recommend the book. · The book gives a different perspective of the time and place .. 
then I have read before. It's vers,,~ wel 1 written and will be very interesting to those 
who served at Soc Trang. The book is written from the doctors experiences at Soc Trang 
but still easily understandable. I'm sure all of our members who served in our Med Det 
will want to get a copy. 

) 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

This financial· report covers 1 .January 1990 to 31 March 1990. This report is 
intended to ~ive you an over all look at what your dues and donation moneu is used for. 
If you ha~e any questions or suggestions please let me know. I want you to know that 
your money is being used for the intended purpose. 
Bal .a .. nce 31 December 1989 . .....•.•.....•••••....••....••••..........•. $ 929. 4 9 
Total deposits 1/01/90 to 3/31/90 <Dues, Donations, Fund Raisers) ••• $1529.75 

Expenditures 
Postage . .............. . . . .......... $560. 55 
Long Distance Phone •.••••.•• • •• • ••• $105.87 
Miscellaneous (see note) ••••••••••• $382.86 
Bank Fees •••••••••••• • ••••••••.•.••• $19.93 
Fund Raiser Supplies •••• • •••••••••. $201.19 
Mernor i a. l Fund • . . • • . • . . . . • . . . • . . • . . .• $30 • 00 

Total expenditures •••• ••. $1300 . 40 . 

Total •••••• $2459.24 

••••• -$1300.40 

Balance 31 March 1990 ••• • ••••• $1158.84 

Miscellaneous includes computer supplies (paper, mailing labels, printer ribbons, etc.), 
naiisletter supplies <paper, staples, etc.), errv·elopes, notes books, ink pens, etc. · The 
Fund Raiser supplies are listed separtately in this report because the amount was so 
large with getting the supplies to make the silk screens, buying ink, and T-shirts. Our 
stock is slowly building up and sells are going rather well. 

WHAT WE REALLY NEED IS FOR EVERYONE WE HA'JE LOCATED WHO tWJE NOT JOINED THE 
ASSOCIATION TO JO IN. WE NEED THE MONEY TO KEEP GROW ING. So pl ease check your membership 
card, if the card is expired or if you don't have one please join our association, we 
need your support. 

We have cut our expenences dot•m b•J on 1 ':l sending nei..is 1 et ters to those who have 
joined the association or just been located. NQTICE if you have not joined please do so, 
if not you probably will not recieve any more n~Hsletters. When I receive membership 
dues I code the individal 's file with the membership year/s the•J joined, example 89-90, 
90-91, 91-92, if the code is not on your file the printer will not print a mailing lable 
for !JOU. Me.-nbersh ip •Jears are from 1 .Jul •J to 30 .J1Jne, now is the time to join or renew 
1.,:1our membership. Our Association ""' i 11 cont i nue for a 11 those who j o in. Check the ma i l i ng 
lab le on th is news 1 et ter for •Jour membership status. 

Any dues received after this newsletter is sent out will be credited to the 90-91 
membership ~ear dues as a special offer. And multiple year membership are always 
apprec i a. ted • Now is a 1 so a good t ime to renew your membersh i p if it runs out in July 
1990. 

PLEASE JOIN TODAY, WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

In memory o~ GEORGE D DORSEY 
' In meirnorlJ of George D Dorsey who served with the 118th AHC in 1963 and 64 as an 

officer and again from June 1967 to June 1968 with the 118AHC, 334AHC, and HHC, I sent 
Mrs Dorsey a thirty dollar check and a Honorary Life Membership. Here is the letter she 
sent in return. 

Dear Mr Bodkin , would like to thank you and all members of the 145th CABA for 
your thoughtful letter and the check in George's memory. 

The Honorary Life Membership is a very touching gesture which I accept with 
gratitude. Sincerely, Mrs George Dorsey 

Thank you Mrs Dorsey for your l etter and we will be remembering George. 
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"REUNI.ON 91" UPDATE 
The 1991 .Reunion will be held at Fort Rucker, Alabama, on 7th, 8th, and 9th of June 

1991, that's the same week~end as the W-4 Convention at Fort Rucker. 
· · I · recently talked with Gen.· ,Kenyon about approximate related reunion cost. The 

hotel rooms will· be $35 per single· or $40 per multiple occupancy per night. The Holiday 
Inn in Ozark, AL has 101 rooms and one of those will be set up as a Hospitality Room and 
the other hundred are reserved for our reunion. We will have the complete hotel and as 
usual each person will make their own room reservations, to reserve a room you must tell 
them that you are with the 145th Reunion and one night's money or credit card OU'Aber to 
g•Jarantee to hold. An•Jone attending by themselves and wanting to share a room the 
Reunion Convnittee and hotel are willing to help set it up. The normal meal cost in that 
area. is way less then $10 per meal, and the reunion fee has not been discussed yet. And 
as always, I will be get the hotel reservation fonns and send them to everyone and let ~ 

each person make their own reser~ations , 
When I talked with Gen. Kenyon right after the 89 Reunion he had many exciting 

ideas about activities for the reunion, tours of the new museYn, flight simulator ' 
center, and airfields. Those plans are still going forward. Friday June 7th and Sunday 
June 9th we will have our reception and activities at the hotel at pool side. On 
Saturday June 8, 1991 we will be at the Officer's Club at Lake Tholocco and the- NCO Club 
will cater the Bussiness Meeting /Dinner meal, buffet style. Dress will be casual and 
you may want to have swim gear with you. Everyone I have talked to about the reunion 
have been very excited about the location, and the people who served with Gen. Kenyon 
are very excited about him being the Chairman, they say that everything he does turns 
out great. 

Richard Kenyon served with the 68th Armed Hel. Co. and the 197th Armed Hel. Co. in 
1965 as a Captain and ' served as the Battalion COfl'fnander of the 145th C.A.B. from 1 Dec 
70 to 19 .July 71. Since his retirement from active duty on 30 June 1987, he is now the 
Honorary Colonel of the 145th Avn . Regiment and head of a major corporation in the Fort 
Rucker area. 

Watch for "Reunion 91" updates in future newsletters as the plans come together. 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
I would like for you to join our Association first, but I also want to let you know 

about some other organization that have helped us in our efforts to locate people. If 
you should decide to join any of these organizations tell them that you heard about them 
in our newsletter. 

Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
The IJHPA ' is an association just for helicopter pilots who flew in S.E. Asia during 

the '.Jietnam Era (1961-1975). For more information contact: 
1Jietn~.m Helicopter Pilots Association 
7 West Seventh St, Suite 1940 
C inc i nn.at i, OH 45202 1-513-721-VHPA 

Vietnam Helicopter Crew Members Association 
The VHa1A is an organization for enlisted helicopter crew members who served in 

S,E. Asia during the Vietnam Era (1961-1975). For more information contact: 
1.Jiet.na.rn Helicopter Crew Members Association 
PO Box 237 
Cro:..iJley , Texas 76036 1-817-297-4993 

Army Ott~r and Caribou Association 
The Ann:J Ot~ and Caribou Association is for anyone ~ served with a otter or Caribou 

Unit. They will be holding their 5th Annual Reunion in Dallas, TX 16-19 August 1990. For 111CWe 

information contact: 
Anny Otter/Caribou Association 
P .. O .. Box 6091 
Cohmbus, GA 31907-0073 
1- 404-324-1596 Page 14 
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WATCHFIRE :1990 

wou1d like to announce to a.11 those living ~Jithin easy driving distance of Fort 
Wayne, lti, the pl·ans for the 1990 Watchfire here in Fort Wa•=-'ne. And I invite you to join 
us. 

first heard of r..Jatchf ire from the mother of Kar 1 William Titus, I< ill ed In Act ion 
2 Oct 1970 with the 68th AHC, my room mate. I decided that I would make sure that there 
wou I d be a Wa tchf ire here every Memor i al Da.y Week end. This w i 11 be the 3rd Annual 
Wat chfire here in Fort Wayne. The Watchfire that Hrs Virginia Titus sent me newspaper 
clipping about told how a group of Vietnam Veterans in New York State spent their 
Memorial Da.y Weekend, remembering those killed in Vietnam with<-'. 24 hour memorial 
serv ice. Many of us here in Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan have used their idea and use 
Watchfire as a 24 hour memorial service to remember Veterans from all the American Wars. 
Th€ idea of t..Jatchfire 11-1as taken from the old military custom (dating back to the days 
the Bible was written) to light a fire to guide ones comrades back safely from battle. 
The Watchfire burns for 24 hrs. 

The first year there was about 100 people attending. Last year we had about 450 
pe0ple come out to participate. This year we expect many more Veterans and other 
patr iotic people willing to take the time to honor and remember our departed and missing 
Veterans. The Watchf ire here is held at the Veterans National Memorial Shrine, 2122 
0 'Day Rd, Ft l<Jayne, IN. Its 1 oca ted 3 mil es west of I-69, 2 mi 1 es south of US 30. Here 
is the schedule: 

Mc.lJ 25, 1990 Friday night 
6 PM •••••••••• • • Watchfire grounds open 
7: 30 PM ••.• . . • . . Posting of Colors 
9: 30 PM ... .. •••. Light fire and reading of names 
10 : ~) PM . • •. . .• • Conversation and camping 

Ma.1:1 2E. , 1990 Sa. turcfa.y 
8 AM ••••••••• •• • Coffee and donuts, music 
10 AM ••••. • ••• • • Re-dedicate Musel.ITI 
12 NOON • •••••••• l.JWI Tribute 
12:30 PM • •••.•.. Bishop Luers High School Jazz Band 
1 PM •. • . .• .•. , .. Tribute to all Female Veterans 
2 PM •••• • •••• • •• la.WII memorial se~Yice 
2: 30 PM •••••• •• • Concordia High School Drill Te.am 
4 PM . •••• • • • •••. Korean War memorial service 
5 PM •• • • ••••• • •• Concordi~ High School Drill Team 
6 PM •• .• ••• • •••• Vietnam War memorial service 
6 : 45 PM • •• •••• , • Genera 1 items of enter ta i mient 
9 PM •• • , ••• •• ••• Pr ep.a.re for cl os i n:;1 
9:~) PM . •. .. . ••. Closing, extinguish fire 

Nay 27, 1990 Sunday 
"Sund'a.y Ba. t t 1 ef i e 1 d Church Serv ice" 

Come on and join us here for a special way to spend Memorial Da•:J Weekend. If your 
c lose enough to drive here its a great way to put the meaning back into Memorial Day. 

MEMBER NEEDS ASSISTANCE 
Dear Jim: Would you please run in the newsletter a help ad for me. I need info from 
anyone t.tJho can remember Sp/ 4 Gene Rummage with the 120th taking chow out in a Piper Cub 
and feeding on the LZ . I clon 't remember where or exact da.te, only I ast of Apr i I - 1st of 
May 1964. I know it was a long time ago, I can remember only parts of things. I do not 
I eav i ng LZ 8: on l t.,.J parts of return trip. 

Any he lp would be apprecia.ted. W. Gene Rummage, RRlt2, Box 196, Hartford, KY 42347 
Phlt502- 29B-9970 

P.S. Maj Pat Delevan was CO & present on mission. 
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BACK PAY 
Oct 72 - Ja.n 73 

When reading the Army Otter-Caribou Crew Association newsletter and came across 
this article I thought ·might be of i~terest to some of you: 

VETER.ANS, MILITARY PERSONNEL, DUE BACK PAY The federal goverrwnent has been ordered 
by a United States Court to pay a salary differential of approximately 6.14 percent to 
al l military personnel and veterans who served on active duty between 1 Oct 1972 and 1 
Jan 1973. 

Military personnel still on active duty will receive the differential 
autanatically, while veterans whose active duty ended some time after 1 Oct 1972 will 
have to apply for the pay . To make a back pay claim, veterans need to write a short 
letter to their branch of service. They should include their: Social Security nl.l'Rber, ~ 
military service nllllber if assigned, rank" current mailing address, date of separation 
from' the service, and duty station between 1 Oct 1972 and 1 Jan 1973. 

Army personnel should send this information to: Conwnanding General, U.S. Army 
Finance Support Agency, ATTN: FIHCS-A, lndianapolis, lH. 46249 
<So•Jrce: DLA Memphis Bulletin No. 3, 18 Jan 1990). 

After reading the article in the Army Otter-Caribou Crew Association newsletter, 
got out my old military records and found my pay records. l computed my pay differential 
and· it came out to $75.90, that_,s for a E5 just under 4 1,1ears in service figuring base 
pay only. So for that amount I think I will send them a letter with the required 
information, I think I will also include a copy of my Leave and Earnings Statements for 
those months. Maybe I will even receive the money, I'm always suspicious when I hear 
that the goverrrnent has a gift for me. But for a 25 cent stamp I am going to give it .a 
try. If you were on active duty at that time go ahead and send in for your pay 
differential. 

H.R. 3037 UPDATE 
United States Congress, House Resolution 3037, budget authority approved for $7 

mill ion for fiscal •::1ear 1991, Passage of Bil 1 is next. So far we have got the money now 
we need to get H.R. 3037 passed. Congressinan Jim Jontz and Congresswoman Jill Long (both 
serve on the Veterans Affairs Committee and are from HE Indiana) worked with a group us 
Vietnam 1Jeterans from NE Ind and wrote H.R. 3037 for •Js. Now I need for you to write 
your Congressman and Senators and ask if they will support H.R. 3037, The Veterans PTSD 
Treatment and Psychological Readjustment Act. In sl.IM\ary H. R. 3037 would : 
*expand inpatient treatment for Post-Tral.ITlatic Stress Disorder CPTSD> by adding 30 
additional PTSD units within V.A. medical facilities over the next 5 years; *expand 
outpatient treatment for PTSD by adding 40 additional Vet Centers over the next 5 years; 
*establish a stable funding base for the contract PTSD counseling program, which serves 
veterans in rural communities; *encourage the recruitment of qualified PTSD specialists 
by including them in the Health Professionals Educational Assistance Program, which 
pravides scholarships for graduate study in return for service in the V.A. medical 
system; *pravide statutory authorization for the V.A,'s Advisory COfJIDittee on 
Readjustment of Veterans; *create a PTSD trea~~ent research program; *establish a pilot 
h-~ lfwa•J ho Lise program for veterans with PTSD. 

I hope that you will find the time to support H.R. 3037. At one time I didn_,t 
beli~ve in PTSD, there was just a few things wrong in my life, and eYen a couple of 

·divorces d idn_,t fi x it. Wel_l back in 1984 a •Jet Center here in Fort Wa1:1ne helped sooie of 
it, I was l•Jcky. I would sa•:1 that there is no cure for PTSD but with s.ome training and 
insight PTSD can be used to make life much more productive. Some would s.a.y that only a 
cra21:1 Vet would try to put our Association together and I b1'!l ie-.,e that my PTSD gives me 
t he strength and energy to do what I do for our Association. l ask that you try to find 
it in your heart to be able to support H.R. 3037, the life we save may have been our 
best friend in Vietnarri. Lets give them a chance, write in favor of H.R. 3037, today. 
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COLOR T-SHIRTS 
The T- shirts sell for $13 eadl. Theu are in the oriaina.l unit patch desians and colors as close 

as I can. Theu are printed on rinqer t4J)i! T-shirts, that's white T-shirts with .da.rlc blue around the 
nedc and s leeves. These T-shirts are printed with Association moneu and all IDOOeU frm the T-shirts 
oo to the Association to help with expenses. So if uou can, please order one, thetj ue also great 
ad./ertisina for locatina new aeabers for our Associa<ion. The letterinQ outside the Association and 
Unit des ians are printed in black ink. The pictures at the bottaa of this paqe are black and ..tiite 
because this COPU machine doesn't print color bi.rt please tru to illaaine Utem in color. l have 
assianed stock nuJlbers to the designs for easier orderinq and filling of or'der'S. Pl~ trq to use 
the stock f'lUlllbers . I will tru to stodc than in Medita,. Larqe,. XL. XXL. XXXL. The Association T-shirt 
desian is the ooofficial 1'4Sth C.A.B. •nrst In Vietnam• desiqn. It is intended for use by everqone 
eliaible to be a 11011ber or associate lilelllber of ctr Association. I would lilce to see everyone have an 
Association T-shirt and a unit T-shirt for their 1M1it. 

To order see order fo,.. inserted in newsletter. Thank IPJ• and please send ~ order todal::'• 
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NEl...J LOCATED LIST 
15 Apr i1 1990 

The list is arranged chronologically by unit. I arranged the list as accurately as 
possible with the information I have, some people I only have the year they entered 
Vietnam, others I have the complete date. I would like to have at least the month and 
1.1ear in and out of the unit, if possible. I tried to· list people's rank in one of three 
categories, OF=Officer, WO=Wa.rrant Officer, or EM=Enlisted Men. Please check the list 
for accuracy, please notify me of any mistakes or blank spaces. The * beside the rank 
denotes those who have sent in their annua l dues already. Note the date on the top of 
the page. Some of the people listed have a new address so use this as an update to the 
Directory. Thank You 
l~IT I.AST WK FIRST WK CITY STA ZIP PIDE 

------ - --....:===::;- -- -- --
tilC RWEIM KEJfT mKDAl.E tit 55128 1965 1966 IF• 
68 AHC PW£R RIJIERT Al..JIJIOllE ttt 871.22 1969 1910 W. 
68 AOC M>mlS ARIO..D PRESCCJTT Wt.LEY ti/. 86314 1910 1910 91 
U&W: tUL£Y Hictro.. W CASTlETllt CIC tU>SC1t NY 12033 1'64 1965 IF• 
HSAHC EBl£TT ~ 00"11!1> AL 36203 1965 1966 W 
11WIOC EK JCHI (W(JW..[ tit 55128 1965 1%7 91 
U~ lfmWt RCIUT E EJIJ1CIJ1il ~ 90022 - 1966 1967 IF• 
UMHC SClflIDT PM'IN W ltll.l l.W..LEY C'A 94941 1966 1%7 W-
HPAHC oornwt FRED 6£JfU:I IL fi0134 191>7 1968 W 
UOOHC 51£.T(Jt DEMEY {JACI() ARLDt6TIJI TX 76014 1967 1968 W 
1!1W!C smtC£R ~H <PAPPY> MLE.VJLL£ Al.. 36322----. 1967 1968 W 
USAllC rASEY lrNID L PtlDIX ti/. t5> 1968 1'68 91 
11~ ~IH CLTC RED ROOERT 6 IWIRIM;TIJt M um 1968 1968 IF 
1uwte &El...ETl<A 6ElESE 6 WESTl.AKE Gt 44145 ---- 1968 19'10 Ettl 
12MJtl STE.VElCS JACI(~ C DelAfl> FL ~ 1'64 1965 IF• 
~'It lft..llCIWlO FRAM< R AUSTDt TX 78745 1968 1969 IF• 
12MVH FUlillJI«; ~ICE •fl.Ell• IOl1ll KillJSTIM'I RI 02852 1970 1971 91 
93 TlWt RlD£Dt KE1fT mKDAl.E rtt 55128 1963 1964 (f"• 

121AHC l.AllEYER l«RM 6 Ml.EVILLE AL~ 1963 1964 IF• 
121AHC RAttAELO IUIERT H 01MSflJll) tr. 0182 1969 19'10 Ettl 
121M: FRECX KEH ft.llfRTIJI C'A 1969 1969 W. 
1M!C Wll.lrmsot ROOERT W I.AKE mRY FL 'JZl 1967 1968 D 
6SSI6 I) Hl<»WI HlcmEL 6Rl1JE cm (Jf 13142 1968 1969 91 
68516 D PETRIE fWJl P\l.ASKI NY 13142 1968 1969 91 
135AHC fASEY MV ID L f't«EI IX ti/. lm40 1968 1968 91 
1mle wtJ..ARD LLCJYD SfAOO.IIl.lE TX 'r.i159 1969 1970 91 
13S!lHC BARUW BILL liWlllASSA A.C.T. Alfil!W..IA, 1969 19'10 
13SAHC B9t6E MJE toaE11ER tel fASTL£ 161 AlJSTIW. lA, mt 1969 1970 
1Ml: BWE:S BRIAH Al.TOH, VICTCRIA, AtfilRALIA, ~18 1969 19'10 
13SAHC ctli mt IWIXRAH, ~ST AlJSTIW.lA, 6210 1969 19'10 
i:Mie FREHCH KEVIN BERRY H.S.W. AUSTIW.IA, 2535 1969 1910 
13SAHC ~YES ~ Y1*:D£. WEST AlJSTIW.JA, 600> 1969 1970 
135M: KOSOfl KEVIN A Wt.LEY, llfifl.M) ...,. .,~fA, 4228 1969 1910 
13SAHC RAS9tJSSEN DOOG aH«ll.Y, PERTH, WCST , 60'l1 . 1969 1970 
1MfC RUHi.. PETER ~. tl.S.W, MSTIW.JA, 254 H69 1970 
147AVH IW.E.Y ROYCE 0 [)1IS{JI TX 76639 ··1%8 1969 W-
190AHC CASEY MVID L PHIEHIX ti/. fJ»t<> 1967 1968 91 
1mtc lti..l£M PAT \AHTIJI ttl 48187 1969 19'10 D 
1900HC It: tmJ4 BRIAH P Plvtftllll HI 48170 1969 1910 91§ 
1~ KEHE>Y El..ZE H 'UJ'I• OOYTIJt fA 31312 1969 1910 EH 
19MHC U}(J> CURTIS A BfMRTOO CR 97005 1969 1970 IF 
UTT ~ PERCE P IEflOlfl" 165 ~ 23602 1962 1963 Ettl 
197Affi: RlmH l(D(f MKOOl.£ HH 55128 1966 1966 IF• 
197AHC BAKER 6EOK6E W EJITTJ!PIUSE Al 36:m 1966 1967 ..i• 
33.wtc TALLSRDI BOB CRtM>O Fl 32819 1967 1968 IF• 
33.wlC UXF rurrrs A B£MRTlJI CR 97005 1969 1969 IF 
~ Ku.SO 1103631 STEVEH l M60CA LA 70712 1967 1967 D1 
33SAAC OSTERlI PHll. tmE:STO ('A ~ 1967 1967 IF• 
....... ,.,,, "' "' "' "' "' "' ,.,., "' "' "' "v ,..,, ________ "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

Top Tiger 2:1.2 
In a note from Arnold "Andy" Andrews, 68th AHC , 1970, he said, "I'm still having a ' 

hard time findina s crneone that knows the date that 212 (tail nl.lllber) went down. I talked 
with Terru Alberti but he couldn't put a date on it either." If any one can help Andy 
with t he aate that A/C 212 went dawn please write or call him at : Arnold Andrews, 3130 ~ 
N. Greg Or, Prescott , AZ. 86314 <602>-772-0328 

:1.45th C.A.B.V.A Museum Display 
More pict~res and othe~ items are still needed .for our dis~lay. If you have any 

pictures or copies of your pictures that you would like to send in please do so, they 
will be appreciated~ Other ~tems of memorabilia that you may want t o donate will also be 
apprec iated, they will be displayed as best I can. Hopefully I ~ l l be able to set up 
the compl ete di s play at each reunion. 
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FIJND R~%P..OERS-
.......... ' 

We ha.ve a -few on going f'•_md ra. isers. the p•.,Arpose of' these is to ra i~e 
opera.ting f'uncls -for the associa.tion and to prO'.!ide !JOU with items .;ou 
m iaht l ike. We need "the morn;"J a.nd h.a.te to beg for it. Membership forms !for 
those who need to join or rene•>J their membership is on the top of the 
order f'orm inserted in the nei.Nsletter. Please help 1_1s gr0tJJ. 

TOP TIGER · PATCHES 

Gary Allison had 200 Top Tiger patches made up , they sell for $4 each. He donated 
the last 70 to the association. He funded this project with his own money. After this 
project is completed we hope to be able to have patches made for the other units. 

- Hopefully the association will be able to fund these projects, the demand and the 
av.:: i lab i I i t•,,1 of a patch w i 11 deterrn ine which patch we have done next. See order fonn 
i ns e r·ted i n news I et ter . 

THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 

Da.v id Evans had 200 Thunderbird, "It 
$4 ea.ch. Am,1 profits he is dona.ting to the 
or der them b•J writing to: Dav id Evans, 
or'der form inserted in newsletter. Include 
e.1ch. 

Shall Be Done" patches made up, they sell for 
Association. The patches loo~ great. You. can 

- Or send 
~our name and mailing address with the $4 

CASSETTE TAPE 

The tapes "Bien Hoa Atta.ck , Tet Jan. 31, 1968" and "Combat Assault 190th Avn. Co. 
(Gunship)" I put on one tape . Bien Hoa Attack on one side and 190th Gunships on the 
other, and calling it "Battle of Bien Hoa and Gunship Action". At the 87 Re•.mion t.iJe were 
sel 1 ing these for $10 ea.ch, the1,.~ have been put on one tape that we are sel I ing for $15 
a.s a f:.Jnd raiser. This canbined t.ape h.as been ver1,,1 popular with .all who have heard it 
and I recommend it to ever·1,.ione who served at Bi en Hoa. or arn,,;one who served with a 
helicopter unit. Order one .. t hink 'JOU ;,.iill like it. See order · fonn inserted in 
newsletter . 

Color T-Shirts 

I now have the coior T-shirt made of the original UTT design, the one with the 
helicopter on it and the UTT T-shirt with Pegasus <the flying horse) on it and the 197th 
design <Pegasus with the 68 and 197 added), we also now have full color T-shirts for the 
120th AHC a.nd 121st AHC, these designs are ready to be mailed out when I receive your 
order. These desii;.ms are printed on the front of a. • . .iJhite T-shirt about 12" high 
includin·a the lettering and are in color as close as can be matched to the original 
color. The cost is $13 each and all profits go to the Association. See page 17 of this 
ne11-isletter for more details and pictures. Use order form inserted in newsletter. Send 
order to: 145th CABVA , 3719 Forest. Hill tr-1e, Fort Wa•,,.me, IN 46805 

The Association T-shirts are ready to be mailed as soon as I receive your order, I 
think the~ will go real fast When the current stock runs out I'll print more , so 
deliver~ tiroe should be short. ,he!,,:! ha.ve the 145th "First in Vietnam" patch design with 
Association written below, and in color. 
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