
7i·.e 145tr-. Comb-3.t A·v1.a.t1011 E:at ta. i ion (1.Jie t na.m) Association is a fra t >?rnal 1..Je terans 
•::.;:-;Jani::::a ~,1on f i l ed un.:!er lRS C.c•de se•:tion 50i(c) i9 . We a1~e e .;; tab l ished fo r the p1.1rpo s e 
Gf holding reunio~s, wr i ting uni t ~nd bat t a li on history , and to r e - est ablis h t he 
cc;;;rade r 1J iJf t he Battal i on , •_;nits a n::i Detachment.:.: associat e d ~-i ith the 145th CAB , (45th 
Tra.ns 8N in th~ ea.r l1J d.~:,is) . l;Je <!.re t;~ •,.d n·~ t o l oca t•? everiJone who served with the 14:'.ith 
Comba.t Aviation 8.a.tta l iGn and 45th Trans E:n , in 1-Jie tnam , the tm i t s of HHC , 8th , 33rd, 
5";'"t.h , t:ls~, , 9:J r d, 339t.h Trc.ns CO' s , t he UTT , 18th, 25 th , 68th , ?1st , 74th , 117th , 118th , 
l i %h . i2:'>th, i2ist , i35th, i47t h , i84th .. i90th , i97 t h , 2 i 3th , 242nd, '.3:34th , 335tl1 R'v'N 
G,:1.1p.~.n1es , (.0 i::1 -82nd AUM BM, CO ~-:·O i,;t A1v1N 8N, 57t r1 MED , a.nd .:1 11 Det.~.chrttent'-' . Han•::.1 of 
thes-a :.lnits served wit:1 the 145th E:~_t taitor. for just a. sr1c.rt time in 'v' ie t m .m. To t r u i y 
re-est.;.bl isl1 the i:c.mrader·•:i of' t he 1,;nits :1~e ~·i eJ ;:ome ever yo ne assigned to t hese units t o 
Je;irl ir. witi; u.;; . To us .~ un ~ t is a w1tt r\O m.:i.tter :;;hat other b-itta l ions it ma•:1 h.ave been 
as.=:i:;;r;.;d tc. 
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J .\! ~ 
For most of IJOU it is t iJRe to renew your membership or .to Lil the Association. If ypu check: 

the mailina label of this newsletter, ~u will see~ membership status. The mailing label 
i.qill sau Member. or Please renew. or Please .ioi.n. If it says Please rer.Bil or Please join then 
olease send in uour $10 membershio dues so we can keep locating new people. Some people have 
asked for a reminder of when their dues are due and the ind iv idua l "'ail inu labe 1 is the easiest 
wau. The 89-90 membership uear expired on 1 Jul~. so check ~ur membership card and please renew 
if i t e~.ni.res L'1 Julu 1990. 

Its newsletter time aaain and and <as usual) this i,s a little late, it should have been in 
t he mail in .Julu. A counle of weeks aoo I aot the 1990-91 Directoru of ~eruone we have located 
in t he mail . uou should have it bu new. But please ever~ne make sure I have~ current 
address and Qhon~ .. _i:~.ber .. I'm still missinQ p."tone nc..llbers for manu of uou. 

The T-shirt sells have been ~inq real well especial I~ the Association design. Al~ with 
t he Association. lJTT. 197th. 120AHC. and 121AHC T-shirts we will also have a T-shirts for the 
i35th AHC bu the t ime ~ou qet this newsletter. but not pictured on pao.e 20. for more details on 
the T-shirt desiQns see paqe 20a And I'm workinQ on more of the unit T-shirt desi~s. let me 
1.1: m1'11 wh ich des ion uou want me to work on next. The desio.n for the 190th AHC that I have is 00 
areen and black. I need to kr'™ if this is the real colors for the patch or if it is just the 
subdued patch colors. please let me know. 

You will notice that starti~ on paae 2, is a section called . Readers Response. I look 
f ol"Ward t o receivina uour response from this newsletter and hope to find ma.nu more of the 
details of our historu in u.our responses. So send in whatever info LJC.U can and of course we are 
a lwaus Lnterest in an\4 remarks uou mau have. The Readers Response section of the newsletter is 
::nur section , written bu~· I will put in almost Everu.-thina ~ou send in, unless I feel that 

·J d i.dn,. t ;ir;a..rit i t put in • space perm i. t t inq • if uou mark it for the R R sect ion or not for the R 
2ect ion i t will help. Let me know if ~"Gu think there is to man~ Editorial Notes, most are to 

exµ lain whu I do thinQ!s certain wa14s or aive credit where credit is di..;e= WritinQ the Readers 
Response sect ion a ives me a chance to catch up on the mail, if l§OIJ have written in ~letter 
and answer is probablu in that section. 

I have aotten manu pos itive comments about the articles about the Batta.lion Historu., so the 
artic le continues in this newsletter on pa.Qe 13 . 14 ~ 15. The article deals with the earlq da4s 
of the 57th Trans Co . If r.JDu would like to s ee more details on J.!OUr time with the 145th please 
send i.n arn.; informat ion t40U can. Rer~r I was there i.n 69-70 and thatrs the onlu ti.me period 
that I can r ;;:rnember . so please put in as manu details as possible. A."1d for those of ~ou who 
s erved with a un i t befor e or after i t was assianed t o the 145th please send me info on uour unit 
so I can cover them better . Mu historical informa"lrion file is veru thin at'ter Tet o-f 1968. so 
please send rne anu informat ion 4ou can. t r4 to put as close a historical date on it as uou can. 

If -3.nLl of ~~.u have an~ sets of orders that has a.nu informat ion a.bout ammne who served trJith 
the unit s list ed on the caver of the ne-~s letter please send rne a copu. i f uou havenrt done so 

' a lread~ . The informat ion , ma~ help locate them. If ~ou have a.nu old address please send them. I 
need all the information ~au can send= If uou have ar.u current address or can uet an4 curref'lt 

11 
address, I will put them on t he news lett er mailina l ist . I would appreciate it H ~.J could copy 
the top of the cover pa.qe and µost it ant.">lhere same of our former members mau be .• VFWs. All~ 
Leq. , 11 i l i taru Post . Guard Uni t s , etc . . etc . · 

Here is so;n2 address for some other oroan i.zation ~ou mi¢lt be interested in: 
=.)i etnam Mel icopter Pilots Asso . 7 W Seventh St , Su i te 1940 , Cinc innati OH 45202 
Vi.2tn<im Heli Crew Members Asso. PO Box 237. Crowleu. TX 76036 1- 817-297-4993 
A~r.~ Otter-Car ibou Asso, PO Box 6091 , Col1.anbus , 6A 31907 1-404-324-1596 
'Jietnam Air Traff ic Cont ro ller Asso. PO Box 692 . Per.nwove. r&-94951 

I hope uou enjou t his news l etter . I tried to put in 111anij -interestioo .articles. Please let 
me know what uou think . positi.ve or neQative. If uou have anuthinQ tiou think would be of 
interest pl ease send it in. I would apprec iate it. 
Paoe 1 Thank You James L Bodkin 



READERS RESPONSE 
Here are sane of tha letters I have received since the la.st newsletter. [ tha.nlc all .mo wrote in 
and I invite ever~~ to write in . I thinl< this ts the best part of the newsletter. Please read 
the letters • I th i.n!c uou "'i Ll f inti them veru int~rest inQ. 

Dear Jim; Received r.EWsletter tc-Oa1;,1 and as alwa~ it was a pleastre to taJce the time to stoo and 
read i.t. You have done a qre<i.t .lob in puttina this bulletin tOQether. keeJ> up the QOOd work. 
Enclo-.:;ed um.A will find m~ chert to cover~ dues. purchase a T-shirt and a Top Tioer patch. I 
was with the 6Sth fran Jan 67 to feb 6B. [ crewed a slick with tail tl069. a Cpt DillBIJ was_, 
pilot and m~ G1...111ners r..a.~e was Stuart. If a~ knC!Ws ~hat happened to "069" after I left I 
would reall•J like to kn~. Once aaai.n keep up the qood work and I am looki.nQ forward to the next 
newsletter and locator list. "A fellow Top Ti~er" Walter Warren Jr 
CEDITORI.tll. ~mTE> Thank uou verti much for :..cou kind remarks. CPT T. ROQef' Dill<M lives in 
Enterprize. AL (see directort.!) and volt:"nteered to helo with our 91 Reunion at fort Rucker. On 
our Help F i.nd file I 1 ist a Nc .. "'ffian C Stuart. 509-48-4815 E1'l frc:m Kansas who was s:efVina "'ith the 
6!3th in 1%9. this could ~ uour ~unne..-. If a~one out ther-e knows ..mat hap;iened to "069• or can 
locate dooraunner Stuart please let me and Walter Warren. 19 Tabb Pl~ S. I. N.Y. 10302. ic:now ..mat 
:Jou found out. 

Dear .Jim. I a.-n wr1tinQ l!OU to let tr<>U know that I won the vr1m<1N.J elert10n for the U.S. House of 
Re~resentati.ves bi.a 5c;r.4 t...o 41". a. rather convi.nci..na victoru . I 111a.s out spent bu at lea.st 6 to 1. 
furthermore. I did nnt seek or accept contributions in the primar~. it was all mq funds. I will 
not be able to do this L~ th2 aeneral ete~tion because it will be too expensive. The difference 
was that I went direLtl~ to . the P€DDle of the district with face to face contact. I have been 
1.TWor'.dno full time on the campaiqn and will continue up until 6 Nov 1990 which is election dau 
and also m~ birttma~. It is hiuh time that we put more veterans in the U.S. C~s. Their 
values are more in t:~~e with the American wau of life and have alreadu proven that theu are 
will irm to fioht f or their countru. I would - be vert1 interested in hearin~ fran a~ that can 
help me in thi._ er .. :ie.avor. Please print this letter t.o let ever!JQOe know hOlll I feel and haw th~ 
can oet in contact with me. Sincere!~ . Robert C. Anderson, • - NC 
28303-'5i0L 
P.S. I retired 40% disabled in Feb 1989. I will be a.t the reunion in 1991 if m4 schedule allows 
after I am elected~ 
<EDITORLAL NOTE> I'm ahd to print uour letter, and thank ~ou for ~ur ~ ~a.r dues r~l. A 
counle of uears aoo I wrote a.l'l a.~ticle for our news letter a.bout Positive Imacae.. Positive 
Attitude. since that time back in Sept 1987, Vi etnam Vets are aa.ini~ in the drive at a positive 
ima~. To tu.-n that positive im<tQe into real power we need people in COOQl"'ess .• people .mo ca.re 
about Vietnam Vets. people l ilce Robert Anderson. I talked to Bob at our 1989 Reunion and a few 
times on the phone M!d I can tell 1400 he CaN!S a.boot Veterans and their well bei.nQ. he lcnows 
what aoina to t>!a.r is and what beina a. veteran is a.11 a.bout. We have a.11 heard about the pla~ 
i.n Cona.~ess. lets chanae that meani.nQ and send them Cca.ll sian) PLAYBOY 13 .• 334th AHC. 69-70 • 
His district is in the southeast part of North Carolina. If ~ NOUld l ilce to help Bob pl<NSe 
contact him at the address printed above. He needs all the help we can Qet hill. He is one of' us. 
he's our brother. 

Dea.- Jim; I received the BN T-shirt. Enclosed '-"01..1 find 111~ ched< for the 8N T-shirt, and dues. 
Pi.ease send me the 190th Tape. Oid '-'OU see the March 90 ~ iaaqa.zine. on the Armed forces 
Expeditionaru Medal. see pa~ 22, bottom left, the article names the 145th Canbat Aviation Bn. I 
hope this letter fines uou and uour fa.milu in qood health. As I stated on the phone I'm re-allu 
forward to the 91 Reunion. Well Jim, I reall~ have to end here, I have three lesson plans to 
ccxnplete and etc. I ,iust chanqed over to the 2091st USA.~ School .. [ reallu enJc>u bein<a an 
instructor. Your friend and alwa~!!! Fred [ckelinann. Bandits Rule! 
CEDITORIAL NOTE> Th&nk '!OU Fred for 14our suppart and the extra $15 donation. Fred Eck:el.Jlann is 
one of our Reqional Director/Coordinators and also Unit Historian for the U8th AHC, and as ~ 
can tell he served with the Bandits Gunships. I missed the March 90 VR1' Maqazine. 11ost lilcelu 
because I forQot to renew mi~ Vfl.J membership until April, so if ~ has a c~ of the article 
please send it to me. r have · the AS.EkM. listed oo mu 00214 .. [ .iust noticed it a couple of 
uears aao and I'm st i 11 tru ina to haure out whi.~ I qot it and when. That's .just 1 ike the 3 Anmf 
Ccmnenda t ion Meda :.E I qot • the Armt4 never issued them and never told me I had them. Mich less 
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tell. ~e when and "*tu. The onlu ll:C.'dal r rea.llu feel proud of is the Air Medal r earned was for mu 
first 4 da.us fluina as a dnnrm.znner. hut then aaain t hat was the la.st one I was put in for with 
r:Ner iO i;t<mths as a docr qunner and cr~ch ief. ~ ~ asked about it I .iust sa.u "10 I cauess" one 
for each month. When I left th2 68th t~ ~ere closina out and there wasn't time to ~ over the 
a:;;a.~as. hut mau~ theu ~uld have raa.~ <i~d stories f or Intl ch ildren to pass on . that's probabl\l 
all the~'re aooo for an1.JWa"1. Ma~ of our m€mbers have t old me their stories of awards never 
re~e rved Ill a a c :; c. 

Dear Jim ~ Debbu; I don't have a a,ood e>{cuse far not keepina in touch more freQUentl~ - so I'll 
,iust ai)JJlooi.z:e for not doi.no it.. [ rea!l1.4 appreciate the weat j ob tlOU and Deb~ a.re doi.nQ 
ke~pinq the 145th CAB alive. Without ~ou two a.reat peo;>le do 1na all the l.TSOrk ~ do it NC>Uldn't 
b:: such a l«!rnfarful opport.un i ~ for Vietnam Vets to re live old times Cboth Qood and ' ba.d) • and 
en.jot.! old friendships. I hope ~lll're ooth able to keep i t up. Thanks -For all 4001" hard work 
Cfr;;n; m<= and µ."'Qbabl!:J frorn i;:ver 1..'0m? e l se i.n the Associ.ation>a I rea.U~ look forward to ~ 
ne;;;sleiter; i t s a!waus interest1nq read ino. Sounds like t he Oenver reunion was a real qood one . 
And the 199i Rucker Ri.nible should be extra special. ['m sure Rucker is considered a veru spec ial 
place to rnam~, m.:rn.~ former' "Ole! Warriors" I know it does for me - and ~ talkinq 8.11? nunbers 
~hen ~:::.u talk abcut aviation t~pes who Cat s~ t ime) called Rucker heme - if onl~ for a few 
months. Bo:~ talli about memories - damn, t he r-eunion will have to be at lea.st a week for everyone 
ta czet theirs i.n. And the beer bili. miQht be in the mi ll ions - at leas t the flLl!l.ber of cans 
cansL02d will. I'm loo!ima forwaN:l to i t alread~···· The check should about bring me bade up t o 
date on ~u c..ues: oo e~{cuse there eit.frer. Also. rn:it e the chance in address and zip code. Hope 
t\•ns fi Ms 1..i>:1w·· ~Jho ! e f a.1:"1 i l ~ in qrea t heal th and 1 ook i nq forward to the StanM?r. Best Re~a.rds. H. 
Brua.n L~ is • 
<EDITORIAL t-i1JTE> Tham ~ Br~an, I kn-aw what ~u mean about 11other Rucl<er, I was there for 4 
months before mu tc..ur in f'l~ dnci for 2 and 1/2 uears aft-er Vi.etnam. I'll spare ~ the thousands 
of interestin~ stories from mi.J time ai~ Rucker and j ust sa1,1 it was a ti.me and place I'll never 
foraet and never ;r;ar.t toa H r had mu choi.ce of where t o live . Rucker would be it . but then 
a.•.::;a ir: that was another time and pl a.ce. r see ~ou at Rucker and I' 11 watch for you at Kokmo, IN 
the 3rd weekend of Se;itember. And thank uoi...i for r emar-.ber inQ Debbu in ~ letter .• she does about 
90% p2rcent of th~ '1:0;-!( for us, wi thout her help I wouldn't get a.~hi~ done •••• 

Enclosed is a ~rship ~l ication dOd a chedc for $38KOO . $10's for !9E!lllbership and $28 
is for the items I've ordered on the merchand ise f orms. A nearbs~ neiQtlbor, Nhose sister NaS a. 
dass;nate of mine in hi.qh school. was a. crew ch ief wit.h the 118th bade in the mid 60's. I saN 
him last niaht and told him about t t:-e association. He'd I ilce some infonaation sent to h im at : 
John Ek - - · Thanks. I'll look forward to meeti.nq uou and 
manu others at Ft. Rucker in 91. S incere! ~, H Kent Rudeen, 
CEDITORrAL NOTE> Thank l,4"0U Kent f or ~ support . I sent the info on our association to John. 

Dear Jim: Dick Jarr-ett and I are delighted t hat Joe Jobe finall~ fmxld out about the 145th CAB 
association and i.s nw a mt!ffiiler. I had lonq since 1;iiven up on him and fiqured that he had been 
:shot b4 a .jealous ht.~bc:.nd/ ~a.friend/ ~ irHriend/ etc. . Jobe and l ~ up in the same area in 
Tennessee and north Georqia and partic ipated I ccmpeted in sports toQether. I always wiped ~ on 
him in athletics , but old Joe alwa~s ~at me out ~ith the lad ies . Jarrett's picture of Jobe and 
mu Dicture cf Jo~e a.re as differe."lt .a.s da!,4iiQht and dark. Don't ~ Joe . I prmise not to 
tell on 4ou if 4ow promise not to tell on me. tb , if ti1e cou ld _just ~t Harv 1XJrr to Join up, 
we'd ha a lot closer to Qetti.oo a ll of "'raild i.es" into t he f old . When is the next reunion and rn.. 
are thmqs qoino? Need some help? Bill Fraker Pl a.4bl:Jiy 16/ Saber 3/ Raider 26/ 
CED ITOiU4L NOTE> Hi B ill .• i. t 's a lwal,4-s q.r ea t hear i.nQ frC511 uou • it sounds like there is st i.l l scae 
ver~ interestinm stories to be tolcl. I'm sure the stat ute -of l imitations has ran out bu now. And 
besides Col . Hu(Ihes alread~ kn~s it was ~ou 9U1~s that did it, he's qot a Qreat sense-of hu;or'. 

I see ~ou at o:.Jr r~xt reunion at For t Rucker, June 7th , 8th, and 9th, 1991, see "REUHIOt! 91 
UPDHTE" in this n~slettei"a Ever~thi.rt:4 is ooinq 9-1'eat and r can alwa.~ use sane help .. we need to 
l ocate a lot mo?e people . 

At tn : MR . James 

lollllllrm 
Boer.tin , Please add th~ follow ioo name f or a new membersh iL in 145th CABVA. Brian 

• · r served with the 
Enclosed is $50.00 f or a five year Reoula.r membership. 
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Please add ID!J n.a111e to~ membership list • Yoo are doing a great job- for everyone - keep up 
the oood ~rk. Thank ~- Brian P. McMahon 
{EOITORIAL NOTE) Thank uou ! Brian, for your menbership and your confidence in us. 

Dear James: Encl.osed please find IDtl check for ~ renewal dues for membership to th is fantast i c 
orqanization. I thorouqhl~ enjoq the publication en~ newsletter and want to exte00 ftl ti1ishes 
for contir.ued qrowth. It i s so N.>Wardi.nQ to see so marl\) men seeki.nQ to find ol d friends. I also 
have reauested a T-shirt en ~rs for the 121st Avn CO. I served with the •riqers• in Soc TrMlq 
in 1969-1970. I would appreciate a rush on this order as I will be attending the V.H.P.A. 
reunion in NEW Orleans next month and would ver~ mt..-ch like to acquire t h is shirt to wear at that 
time= I would also mention that at this time I am currently the President of a chapter fonaed 
for a tri-state chapter of the Vietnam Helicopter Pi l ot's Association. The Chapter known as •The 
Ohio River i.Z" incl.~ pilots ·for t.he states of ·Indiana .• Ohio~ and Kentuc~. We .eet at'V\Ually 
the second week of Februa~ eveN.J year . I woul d appreciate the space i n ~ newsletter if IPJ 
would possibly mentioo this organization .and I will keep you in-fanned as to our next meeting 
date and time. Ani~one wanting infonnation on this chapter please have thal call 
Hane. or work c.r "11rite me at: Gary Crossland~ •• ~ 
Your- efforts would be so appredated. My special thanlt.s for all your endeavors and strugqling 
hard work. Where else but in oroaniz:.a.tion:s such as these can total strangers find and ha.ve so 
much in cOllllion. OTHERS; Ask not "lhat l ife can q ive you, But s~ to serve your Brother; The 
richest jo1,4s that Helicopter Pilots can irnCM .. Are those~ share with other s. Sincerely, Gary f. 
Crossland 
(E!HTORIAL NOTE) Thank 1~u Ga~ for your support and I put your T-shirt i n the mail right away. 
Bu tr.e time this narsletter is s::nt out the VHPA reunion will be over with but I hope many of 
c.:..;r people there wi ll be ~arinq our T-shirts. The T- shirts are great a!f..tertising for us and I'm 
sure if there is anyone else there fran t-he i21st th~ will talk: with !jOU , and mal,lbe about the 
i45th CAFJJA. And since the style en the T-shirts a.re the same with .just the unit nunber and 
patch beir.u different other members of the 145th CAB'...-'A will be able to spot you. Mal}be with thal 
seeinq the T- shirts in person and in color more of them will be ordering the T-shirts, ~'re 
better in color then the black aru::l white picture in the newsletter can show. Please keep me 
informed about nThe Ohio River U" arv-.ual meetinq and I wil l ma.Ice ram for it in our newsletter. 
I think I ~c.uld 1 i.lce to attend if I was invited. r was a cre;;i chief/doaraunner. ~ e1JeS "'ere to 
bad for fliqht school. Good lock with y-our chapter, it takes a lot of work, but I'm 5tre it's 
a!')Dr~t.:i.ated,, 

.Jim, Thanks for you.- n~letter it is the first that I have received from ~ou. beinq an 
Australian I don't ~ar fran 111ani4 people i.n the IJ.S. except those frcm the 135th A.H.C. In your 
rel~ to J.L. Bartatz <Vol 12 Paqe 3) ~ou asked abo•.It information on the Australians who served 
t;;ith t-he 135th A.H.C.<E:.M. U.'s> Endosed is a bi.t of useful readi.nQ. Perhai>s ljOU could pass it 
an to am~ old LM.U. or an~one else who may be interested. All data is taken frm book 0R~l 
Australian fiavil Iil Vietna.mn. ~ i35th is havinQ a reunion in O.F ..W. Airport Dallas Texas on 
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th of A-.JJ:?.b--l this tF-ar. Myself and I Believe two or three other Australians 
will. he there. This has all come about bu some ver-<:f hard worki.na men and there wives for this r 
thank them. Once again thanks for the newsletter and the time to 'find us. Enclosed is $10 U.S 
for this uea.r's membership. Brian J. B.:iwes EX R..Asfi.H.F .V. 69-70 Print this Letter if ljOU 

want to, it ma~ encourage more Australian input. 
CEDITGRIAL NOTE> Thank s,lOO Brian. I hope the i35th Reunion has a ~ood tum out. I'd Like to be 
there hut money and vacation time is to low. I've talked to a few of our people in the Dallas 
area that said i:~ ~re go i.nq to stop by the 135th reun Lon and visit. Via QO i.ng to send a 
counle copies of information ~ou sent me to JamE'S Baber and I'll send one to amJOne who served 
with tr.e 135th wroQ wants one if the1,1 drop me a note. Hopefully I'll get to sneet all the gtAJS 

fran the 135th at the 145th Bn r-e:Jnion a+. Fort Rucker, Al in June 1991. I'd love to get more 
innut from our peoiile in Australia. 

Dear Jim, The reason I have not .Joined the Association until ntJW is because I have recently 
filed Cii/17/89> for full disability with the canpantJ I worked 1.11ith and for supplemental income 
with Social Securit~. All _9f which started December 22, 1966 the day I was shot down in Dau 
T iern; . I was fl I:' i.ng a Uff.i1 _ Gunsh ip out of Tay N inh. Our ca 11 s ian was "f ire B irds". We were 
qunships <Platoon) with the "Rattlers • A-501st, soon to be 71st AHC. We were TDY f'l4inq support 
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for the 196th Lt Inf ~ frm Tay Ninh. Our permanent duty station was Bien Hoa. This NaS a few 
months before the 71st ms transferred up to Chu La i where the 71s t flew support for the Marines 
and the 23rd Inf Bqd (Anerical). All of which l eads up to m~ disability. I have a bad back that 
would have stal.)eu dormant except for beino shot da.r;n as r stated before. NaN I have had two 
maJor surqeries on llUJ back (one in 1973 t he ne>{t 1987) each w.;r ked for a whil e . However , 110111 I 
have to aet around W€ari.nq a back brace ~ith st~l bar s up llllJ back and Canadian (wris t> 
crutches. I am in pain all the time. I t is very diff icul t f or me to wal k . I have been in pain 
since 1971 .and have not had any rel i.ef . r do remember my t our of dutiJ and a ll t he w eat men I 
fl~ with. Please correct ~ur KIA UPDATE as fol l ows : 
CG-'.E sent info on the followi.no members of the A/501st ~nd 71st AHC> WO Robert Lee Banlcs , SS6T 
Randall DlAllon Ho!>;ell, a.JO William Dewitt Perk ins, SP4 Everett Porter Rurvlells, PFC Thanas 
11 ichae l fio.qa.dc .• \..'O W i1 l i.a:m -lay Robb ins. Cpt Rance A I( i.rbt.,.t. 1LT Russe 11 Lindsey Robb ins, SP4 
Kenneth Charles Hurse, SP5 Gar~ Lee Ta~lor. 
Ta~lor was not t>Jith the 68 AP.C. Ta¥,lor and Hurse were in 1n4 p l a toon 8 f ire Birds• . There are many 
more raissi.oo from CKIA! the 71st AHC. I will trt_.1 to f i..r\d out the ncunes and let !)OU know. I am 
not able to travel ~t but hope to soon . Best regards, Ned Fiecke 
P.S. Pl.ease ackoowl.~ receipt of the $20 - ThMt!cs 
(EDITORIAL f'-:oTD Please r ead ne}ct letter a l so -fran lied Fiecke. 
Dear Jim • The enclosed p ictur~ is for t.'OW' f i.les. Trn? •f ire B i rds 11 pa tc:h is 3 112• in diameter. 
"Fire Birdsa were the gi..mship platoon -for the 71st AMC. The Rattlers were the 71st AHC the patch 
is 3 1/4" wide by 3 5/8" l.ong, the colors are t~c The back:Qround is m1,1 couch which is light 
blue. On the top of tr.e is a helicopter with a "71" in r ed with a light blue back~, the 
helicopter i.s i,r-Hw \>lit~""l a black out li.n2. SorNJ [ onl1,4 have one each. H you need a larger 
print of the patches to make T-shirts please let me krn:M. I wi ll have an enlargement made of 
each ~ to actual. siz:e. J im also is enclosed an · arti.cle printed in the \..IHOti Newsle tter that 
f.!OU ma1-l wish to print in 1.Jour (our) newslett er. Also about the patches, theq were made by 
Vi.etn~se oo hand and r doo"t want to loose t.hS11. H you need , p lease call or write .. 

, or temporary You and your \>Ji-fe are ooinq a qreat job. 6od Bless, Ned 
Fiecke 
<EDITORIAL NOTE) Than?< 1p1.1 Ned for llOU1' letters and suppnr t. And let me say at this t ime that if 
an~one out there hasn't join becaused of l aw mo~ .. don't worry about it .. just write and say 
your interested b~ can't afford the dues, I' ll keep 9ou on t he mail i nq l ist. I have updated and 
corr-ec~--d the memorial list and hopeful l~ the d irectory should be mailed before t his newslett er. 
And the pictures will be a ~reat help for the t -shirt design and wi ll be placed in the Battalion 
Oi.spla1,t. Your letter in the v1101A about the VHCMA a.lld t he 1JHPA having a Jo int annual reun ion .. 
and I hope the~ can work it out, l ike they said "ma.~ in 1993" . That's one thing about the 
145th CAFNA .• we want piiots. c.."'ew members. maintenance personnel. cooics. cleric .. med ic .. ATC .. PfL .. 
etc., etc., no one more iinportant than the other, it took all of us to get the job done, 
toqether. EveM,SOOe from ali of our units. 

uear Jim , Here are some photos if ~ can use , you and Ass. a.re 111e l caae and I am gl a.d to 
contribute. They mean a lot to me but l'1ill mean even more if shared a l ong wi th the memor ies of 
others. I have been t ol d so maflt1 times in the past and present to f orqet, but l don ' t Na.flt to 
and scme how r cun't forQet that which was such an impact O."l my life.. especially teenage years. 
God bless and hope to see you at Kokomo in Sept. Gene Rt11mage 
CEDITORIAL NOTE/ Thank you Gene for your support and [ hope 1,100 like the 120th T-shirt. I "thank 
itou for the photos, the-~ will be displa~d in our Battal ion displ ay, I'• sure they wi ll bring 
oa.ck memories for all who were there. r know what you meilrl about people s ay ing to forget , but 
would those people for~t their teenage ~a.rs, the dating, the darn::es, the cars , their friends . 
r think not. Our tee.""la.9e yea.rs were different .• we chose a differ-en~ place to spend them. Theq 
had bad ti.mes and ti1e had bad times, our bad times were so IDUCh more t r ai.mat ic then 1DOSt 
people's. But n~er let us forget the qood ti.mes we had together. the t imes I woul dn't want to 
for~t for anythinq. Throuqh locating people I served wit h in Vietnam I can remember so 11any 
more of the ~-'ld times t.hat nc-...s the bad ti.mes that I can't forget are such a -small part of my 
memories of mq tour. They're still there just like it 14as today, but so a.re the good t imes. 
f/1othars fo1ever Gene. take care. 

Ji.n , I was alad to receive the rn:wslet-ter today. It's enj~able to read up on a l ot of the irtfo. 
No"te our address cha.nae and p.h~ rn.mber on card. Hope to see ~ i.n Kolccmo. Al11talfS, Tm Copper .. 
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3614-42nd Place_. HiQhland. Ui 46322 219-922-8782. Snap-a., tools de.aler $30 for dues enclosed. 
<EDITORIAL NOTD Thank ~u Tom and I'll see ~ in Kokomo, IH the third weelc end of Septmber. I 

~ope anuone in llour area that neecis any StlAP-oN t-00ls Nill contact \;aOU· 
•-....,,,;;:::""-

Dear .Jim. Just a follow-up on ms-1 phone call to Bobby Thooias on the list. His data aqain: Bobby 
F. Th~nas . 502 riort.'1s ide Or ive .• Enterprise, Al 36330 Phone Also. have been ~ ing 
to Give a couple of names fo.- the memorial list since I joined, saw that they was beinq 
un:ientioned. Hmer Hudson. Bob Davis .• Ernie Riqrish , All were officers in the 11Bth in '"66/'"67. 
Can't qive dates/causes etc. - dDn't reall4 kn~ them. All heart attacks I think. Ooc Marchman 
{Atlant.a) r.iiqht have more info if 1,1ou need it. See you in 91. C Hanel:' 
CED ITOR IAL f\1JTE) I sent info to Bobby Thomas, 118AHC, HHC, 1966-6 7, thank you. I' 11 have to do 
some more cheddna on the names 11ou sent for the msllOl"' ia l l ist. On the help find l ist I have a 
Homer E Hudson, 1LT, July 66-67 , 11~.AHC and a Ro~rt B Davis, '1aJ , Auaust 66-67, 118AHC , I had 
no i..'1fo on Ernie Riqrish. ['ll. tr1,1 to contact Garu .Roush who does the VHPA Manorial List before 
I print ours. Doc M. L Marctman if 1.pu have antJ more info on this could you send it alona to 
raea 

Thanks for newsletter. Marie Tho.-nton mother of Earl 6urnse~. 
CEDITORIAL NOTE) Inclosed was a $25.00 Don<1.tion frc:m Mrs Marie Thornton. Mrs Thornton is an 
Honorar~ life Member in memoru, o.f her son Earl F Gurnse~, who served with the Bandit 01M'lships, a 
former P(l.J. and died after being returned, frcm the after effects of his wounds and ~i.nq a P{J.I. 

There a.re no d~s for the P .. '.1norar14 Life Members btrt each ~ar Mrs Thornton sends a donation. I 
want to thank her for ~r f i."!e suppwt.. Tha.~Jc !)OU M.ar ie" 

Just received the latest co~ of t he 145th NL and, as alwaqs enjo~d it ~ much. Keep up the 
c;ood work. I do want to r-eport a. chanc;e in phone nos. It (work> 
Thanks and look forward to the director~. t1.arvin Myers (197th Armed Hel Co 64-65) 
<EDITORrAL i'IDTD Thank you, its always aood to hear a few words of encouragea1ent. HoN is the 
T-shirt holdina up? Good I hope. If an40ne is having a problem with their T-shirt not holding up 
please let me knCM. 

Dear Jim: In response to your recent reQUest , our Donat ions Ca1111ittee has approved a 
cont.- ibution of $100 to the 145th C.ar.ba.t Aviation Battalion. and our check is enclosed. We are 
pleased that we can once aoain support such a worth while orqanization for our Vietnam veterans, 
and we wish yqu success with your lllar.l,f progra&l!:i. Sincerely. Chuck Shaw,. Vice President - Huaa.n 
Resources, Magnavox Goverment and Industrial Electronics Cmpany 
<EDITOR I.AL NUTE! r wrote to the MaQnavox Donat ion Coorn i ttee. CI work for Magnavox>,. .., ich 
donates monei~ to non- prot'it orqanizations ami asked for a donation . This is the third year in a 
rot>1 the!,i have donated to us. lne iirst year they ~ve $300, the second year $250 .. and $100 this 
4ea.-. And if the\! are stil I in business next year I'll ask for another donation. We're strictlll 
defense contracts here in Fort Wa!,l~ <md the peace dividend 11ight just about wipe us out. 

Hello Jim, I retired from General Motors and at the present my wife and I 1 ive at and aanaqe 
Pinegrove Apt here in Elwood. YDl.J can keep my address as on the 
directory thouqh as we are a, ivinq up this job and qoinq back home as soon as our contr~ 

eY.p L-es 1st of Apr next 1,1ear. My phone n~ber over there is -
<EDITORIAL HUT£) Thank you Bill , hope to see you in Kokomo. 

Oear James and DebraF I ~ceived my T-shi.rt today and a l so the tape "thanks so auc:h.• I ;..st 
want to l et your people !mow hew much I attnire and respect I/OU for what you a.re doing for our 
fello;;i Vietnam Vets= Like I told you r was just a.warded. 22 years after leaving Vietnaai.. 50X 
service connected for PTSD. I've been wantinq to join you quys for 2 years but I've been living 
on welfare aft.er mak i.nq 60-75 thcA . .15and dollars a year in the 70 's to nothinq after llMJ divorce. 
I'm startinq to make progress with my quilt and feelinqs about my tour with the 334th AHC as a 
door ~unner. [t ~as the most fulfilli.nQ a.~d exciting year L~ my life and ['ll alwa~s treasure~ 
fellow comrades and the true bonds of friendship I made there. Again thanks for ever{fthinq, you 
t:;io people are q.~eat and [ can't say huw proud r am to be a sm.all part of our orQaniz:ation the 
145th and all the others car.panies <slicks included <Ha Ha>. I'll close now bt4 say ing keep up 
the good work and you'll be hear inq from me soon. One last t hing: Is there any SU99est ions 1JOU 
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could Qive me on how to find m1,1 last crew chief a f rank Ponzio 68-69 with the 334th stationed at 
Bien Hoa. I lmow he 1 ived in Florida. Your Fr iend for Life, John L. Mac edo. 
(EDITORiAL NOTE> Thank uou Jahn. encauraqment ~ ""at keep it all together. And to keep l!'l 
caiments short I '11 refer to m1.J ccm-nents to Ned Flecke and Gene Rulnaqe letters. I know what you 
mean about divorces .• I went throuqh two before I t'ound out '-'hat PTSO i.s and how to live with it, 
not cur e it, live with it. Sanetimes my wite Deb, o.f twelve years, has to be real ~inq, 
I've GOt to qive her most of the credit. ~ PTSD and not getting emotionally itM>lved in liq 

first two marria~es, I think had a lot to do wi th the divorces, or ma'lf:>e my anger, I'• not St.re. 

Arni a.hoot w.y only suggestion on l ocat i.nQ fr.ank Ponz i.o is to see if IJOUr local l ibr~ ha.s phone 
books from the s tate of Florida and check each one for a listinq f or h im. Hope-fully our lllE!lllbers 

- in Fl.or ida will check t heir phone book for a l i.st ing for him and let us knolilt that they found h in 
:soon. 

· Dear Jim, As much as I've been dreadina to write th is letter, the t ime has finally cane. When I 
aq.--eed to became Reuional Director/C...'Xlrdi.nator f or the state of Florida .. I ha.d every intention 
of per form inq th<? jc.b to the best of my ab il i ty. Around the same time, I "1aS just qett inQ lml 
business aoino .. and r had more ti.me to devote to the association ,. but now .. I find that free title 
is practicall~ n i l. With the extremely limited amos.Jnt of time I have to devote to the 
association. r don't feel that the 145t.h is ~li served. Needless to say.. I am proud to have 
been qiven the opportunity to serve as an off icer of this fine ~nization, and will continue 
to t:.e a oember and to help out in a.nlJ wa1,1 I can. Please keep up the good work and try to find a 
Regional Director/ Coordinator who has more time to dt!Yote to this fine orqanization. 
Regretfulll.J. fr<lnk Oa.ncsecs 
\EDITOR IAL NOTE) After I receivM fran!<s letter I called him. frank is one of those people that 
when a dee is ion needs to be made .• he ~ ighs the opt inns and g ives h i.s best Judgment. I first had 
contact 1,;1ith frank in 1936 when our Association was f irst fonning and what really brought frank 
to mu attention "1as the way he can say so rnudt in his letters with so few words .. I wish I ha.d 
that special gift. I feel that Frank has and is ser.,,inq us verq well, but I also understand lillhat 
he means .. I have resiuned positior.s in 0f'9anization because in my ONll heart r didn't think could 
qive the pos i tion the attention I thought I should. I a.greed to start loolcinq for a new Regional 
Director/ Coordinator for the state of Florida and frank agreed to stay on as the R l>/C for 
Florida. until a. replacement can be found . frank is a very dear trusted friend and I want to 
sim:erel.y thank h im for all he has done f or us . I lc'..ncM that I can still cowit an frank: Nhen 
needed. I will st.a.rt lookinq for vol1..1nteers to talce over as Reqional Director/Coordinator for 
the state of Florida. .. if you can help please contact ae. The job does not pay a.~thing but ycg­
time and work will be appreciated. Thank you frank 

Dear Jim, Siw. me UJ'.l· I Li.Ice the newsletter and all inside. I noticed in the Hew People Located 
List ~au have my naa1e a.nd address. That's a.II right but the date is wronq I was with the 121st 
19£6-1957 EMa \...~en [ was with the Soc Trar,q Tiaers ,. we had two platoons The White Ti~rs and The 
Biue Tiaers. I 111as with the Blue Tigers. Our liv inq quarters t11ere behind the fire House and 
Control T<Mer of the Air Strip. I'm s itti.nQ here toda.i,a dreaminq about it all . Please Let ae ~ 
a.bout Tee-Shirts or a.bout a.J'ltlthinq else to do with the 121st Assa.ult Helicopter Co. Thanks, Paul 
Fi.sh 
P.S.' When I was there it was known as the 13th Aviation Battalion. 
CEDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you Paul and I have Illa.de the correction to the list. Just a little 
historical note on the 121st AHC : The 121st arrived in Vietnam as the 93rd Tra.nsport1ltion 
C~.anu CH-21 Helicopters> on Januari,a 26 .. 1962 and ms assi~ to the 45th Trans BH trlhidl 
bec.a_!Jle the 145th CAB on 24 Septe111ber 1%3. On June 25, 1963 the 93rd Tra.ns Co became the 121st 
AHC .and in Juii,a 1%3 was transferred to the Oelta Avn Bn .. -00 ~ Sept 1964 the Delta Avn Bn 
became the 13th Avn Bn lllhere it stayed until leaving Vietnam in Dec 1970. Through out the name 
-chanqes and Br. cha.n~ the 121st stayed the same unit with the same missions. Its the 90al of 
the 145th CAEVA to reunite the entire un i t fran the da~ it arrived in Vietnam to the day it left 
Vietllam. And the same with all the units listed on the cover of the newsletter • . 

Dear Jim Attad1ed is m~ check for $32.00 for the follCMi~ : (1) Extend mq membership thru July 
1992,. (2) The enclosed T-shirt request Please forward to me. a.t the above address and thanks for 
the trul~ outstandinq work ~ have done. One day perhaps we can Qet toqether. Best Wishes, Paul 
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CED ITGR IAL NOTE> Thank 4uu Paul , may I suqaest we qet together at Fort Rucker, AL June 7th, 8th, 
and 9th,. 1951. 

J im: Yes I '11 j oin ~our <our) club. Check enclosed for dues, direct~ and tape. I could send 
several names/ addresses frm. llllJ tour; But, if you have access to V.H.P..A Cto witdl [ belonq) [ 
do not need to do this . ~ I correct? Thanks for the 1st free copy. Sincerely Ken Frede -
CED ITOlUAL f.GTE) Thank l:l~ Ken .• aftel-' check i.ng the list. [ could use any names not listed. I 
can't get a 'J . H.P.A. Directory because I can't be a member, I was an enlisted crEMIM!lllber. I 
sanetimes aet older conies given to me but thei,1 are out dated when [ get thE!ll. 

Dear- Jim. Just a note to thanl< ~ou for the Histori{'.al Report and for including infonnation about 
mu bock . r do a;mrecia.te l,lot.u- ki.r.d wtirds and your ccmnent about the book. I am pleased that you 
are e~d~ino i t . I also learr..ed sanethinq that I was not aware of. I did not know that the ti9@1'" 
was sent to the Toledo Zoo. I certai.nl!J would have incorporated that in lllJ •ention of the tiC)l!f" 
in mu. boo~ . It is a.l~~s excit inq to get follow up on such thinqs in ones' past. I would also be 
veru i.nter-ested in know i.nq if t-here were an1,1 boolcs that ment i.oned Soc Trang. Thanks for getting 
all this ao i nq. Sincerely Carl E. Bartecchi M.D. 
CEDITOHIAL MOTE> Carl,. I did enjo:J the book and have plilced it in our Historical collection. Its 
the onll,! one that I have seen so far that talks much about Soc Trang. 

D~a.r Sir _. I just. received your address frcn Bien Hoa Product ions. I hope 1JOU can give 11e s:<ae 
info on wha t has happened to the 145th after all these years and ma.~ sme of it's IDenibel'S. I 
wa.s i.n Bie.11 Hoa from Ma1.,1 1966 to A~il 1967 and worked at Spartan control. I was with 125 Air 
Traffic Control CO . But we (3 of us ) were TDY assiqned with 145th - Ne quartered with the 118th 
A'vii CO. Ar .. :i [ di.d some flyinq as door crunner with the Thunderbirds. [ am interested in any info 
you can give me about antJ members that fl~ out of Bien Hoa during that ti.lie- as typical CI 
QUess> I ne-..:er maintained cootact wit.'1 these people and rnM I can't find the111. I flew a lot with 
SP4 John Derf in~. Thanks WaW'fe Swanson 
CEDITORIAL NOTE> There ~re three pictures inclosed and I have added thel to our historic.al 
collection. So far I haven't located Sp4 John Derf iny but hopefully there sane others on the 
list that 1,400 ma.I,! remember. Maybe saneone will send in his hmle of record and Ne can find hill. 

Dear Jim, finally ~ot off my lazy qou-know-what and sent in my annual dues. Here is ttree ye.u-s 
worth to get me started. I i;iot into the 145th in Sep 69 and was originally assi~ to the 334\h 
AHC. The14 1.1w-ere over strength at the time and I was assigned to the Playboy Platoon. Being fresh 
out. of fliQ:"lt school,. I wanted t.o get as much experience as possible. lllerefore- on ID!I days off_ 
I ~uld and fly CAs with the 190th AHC. After a month of that, I transferred to the 190th and 
became a Platoon Ccmnander. DJJring my tour , I was assigned as the Operations Officer and 
Execut ive Officer. I served under mJ Pierce and CPT Martin and I closed the unit in the suaef' 

of '70. We were the first unit to transfer our aircraft and equipnent to the VHAF. I .as there 
when we flew Vice President ~- I 111\JaS in one of the chase ships. A few months before I w.as 
a.ssianed to the 190th .. theiJ had the honor of flying t-hen President Hixon. Both ships c~ fraa 
the platoon I ccmnanded therefore I can say that Anny 1 and Arllq 2 <a take off of Air ' Force U 
were in Dr.J pl.a.two. True,. scne license needs to be taken during the explanation- but it does 
make a. nice stor•J. I will qo through my files for some orders • I guess that IPA are looking for 
names of peopl.e. I am certain that I will find sane. By the way, I still have original 1-45th IVv'tt 
Bn patch on my flight bag . I haven't had to use it for sane ~ars since I stopped flying in '74 
"*'.en the AnmJ grounded all of the aviators with over 1500 hours. rt is weird- but Just in 
writing the first paragraph, I remembered so many things and the faces of people. It certainly 
~ a time I \lliU always remember. I'll bet that with a little prodding~ I could remember a lot 
more <or at least make up eno1...1gh to be convincinq). Sood luck with the association. When I find 
the orders I will. send you a set. Sincerely. Curtis A. -· -

<EDITORIAl f.QTD Thank you Curt, it does make a great story, and I remember it. I hope that 
l ook i n;J throuqh the d irect-ory brings back many more happy 111emor ies of friend not seen in tfN.rs. 

I haven't seen a ~ember lis t in quite a wh ile and m~ phone ~ber used to be incorrect, so I 
had the right one. While I'm at it ['ll Just 9ive you everything. Bill 
- · I would al so like to tell 
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you about a qreat book I read tffit has just recently hit the boo!< stores. It's <lJ2 bq Layne 
Heath 1;1ho was a classmate of mine in bas ic training at Ft. Polk through t'li¢\t training at ft. 
Rucker. It took me back over twentu uears and it's the first book a.bout Vietnam that I have read 
a.na fei.t good when r finished it. ··L~~ Heath is bt.J the wa1,4 a bro tour Veteran of' Vietnam. If 
4ou could mention the book in ~our newsletter I'm sure there are a lot of ~that NOUld like 
to read it. Look i..'lg forward to seei.nQ eve~one at ft. Ruclcer in r91. Keep up the good work:. 
Sincerely, Bill Harberson 
<EDITORIAL NITTD Trank you Bill, and i f an1,Jlmdy didn't get the messaqe, it was •(W2• by Layne 
Heath. Bil l r ecc:mnends it as ver1J 9o00 readin9a See you at Rucker .. 

Dear Jim, Really enjoyed the Excerpt on the 93rd Transl 121st AHC Earlq History. I first became 
acquainted with the 121st as a pilot with the huey platoon in the 45th AHB. On the 25th of April 
1953, I W<lS pr iv ileged to observe the 121st in action with their H-21's; putting 21st Div ARVN 
Troops into an assault aqaifl..st a VC BN on the southern edge of the U--Minh Forest. It truly took 
a lot of "Guts" & expertise to fly those old "Bananas• in the heat and high htllliditq. Later that 
14ea.-. I was aqain p.-ivileqed to work with them as the Delta Bnrs Huey Platoon leader. They were 
trul~ a qreat bunch of gUt,r-;, dedicated Pro{essional. Not to take anr,Jthing away fran the Bien Hoa 
&: Ton-Soo-Nhut H-21 gangs who were equally great in those old Birds! Thanks t'or your great ~! 
Sincerely Bob LaMonte P.S. I particularly remember the hot grueling job the craii chiefs had­
refueli."1Q from 55 gal barrels with hand PlSJIPS· Refueling was done after each short flight as 
i>;e1qht was a b1g factor 8: the tanks were kept low to carry more cargo. Bob 
C£DITORIAL NOTE> Thank IJOlJ BOO. I hope ynu enjoy the Battalion History section in this 
na:1sletter also. It deals with the earl y days o7 the 57th Trans Co. I 120th AHC. About 
ever'tlthi.nQ he said a.bout the 93rd is al.so true about the crews of the 57th. 

Dear Jim, Enclosed please find a check f or my very late dues. I appreciate 'lQUf' continued 
sending of the orga.niz:aticnrs r.e;;rsletter. Readina of ~ 145thrs former members and their after 
"Nl\"i" achievements is enj01~abl e . I' 11 tr~ and keep my dues more current in the futw-e. Hope to 
see IJOU anal !,lour lovel1;4 wife at this weelcend 11 Fireba.se [ndy •. Sincer-ely Patrick SwaltnetJ 
(EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank yot.J Pat. I made it to "Firebase I~" on Saturday afternoon but IDUSt have 
missed ~ou. [ did see Billy J Smith and his wife .. fran Ohio .. and Earl Ping frc:n Indy. They seem 
to do real good for their first ttear and should really grtM ne>d year. 

Dear .Jim,. Attached find a cmpleted membership application,. t-shirt order and a personal c:hedc 
for 23 .00 to cover both. I am also attaching copi~ of two sets of orders that contain the na111eS 

of ot."ter 120t.h AHC unit members. I r.ope these 111Hl be helpful to you. Good luck in you efforts. 
Sincerely Charles D. McCanbs II 
<EDITORIAL NOTE) Thank ~ Charles . I'll get all the names put in our Help Find file. Their 
soda.i seo..i.-i~ rn.mber will tell "*tat state th~ were frrna. 

Dear Jim, Thank 14ou, Deb~ and all, that have taken tiine to support and contribute their 
knowledge in buildinQ this association. I am sending my dues t'or 90-91 and ordering a T shirt 
with the 197th unit patch. I am also sendinq a co~ of orders, with several names that •ight 
help uou.. The t-41m t-OUrs of duti,; r spent in Vietnam were very hard and tr1,1ing times. All 
personnel involved did a ve~ difficult job , that was for the most part not appreciated. When I 
read the article on 93rd trans/121st AHC history,. it brought back many thoughts of the brave U\d 
cou.-aaeoos personnel, that I worked with and came in contact with in Anny aviation. J cmnend 
all r.i.-Tlo have served in th is and all conn icts. Arthur T. Enss. --<EDITORIAL NUTE> Thank you Art for your support and your kind remarks. I '11 log the names on the 
orders into the Help Find list. 

Dc:.:.r Jim: I am attaching for your review the latest roster of all 118th pilots we have located 
to date. The current roster- is much more cannletep to include telephone ntlllbers, than the 
pre-v'ious one sent. Of special interest, yo1.J might note that one of the former 118th lllE!mbers is 
Lt .. Gen. James E Thmlpson .• who is currently the Ccr.manding General of first U.S. ~ at Ft. 
Meade, Maryland. 0."'l a s.a.dder note, I reqret to report that Warrant Officer Warren •Pappy• 
Spencer passed a~ay on Mau 8, 1990 ~ after a long bout wtth cancer. '"Pappu" was a QOOd friend, a 
qood pilot and will be sorel4 missed . I would appreciate it very much if -you would -contact his 
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widow, Mary, and offer whate".,rer serv ices the 145th CAB can make available to her. I anticipate 
th.at w~ will have man~ more names for the 118th r oster by the end of the st.lllller and will keep 
uou upclated as the names becone availabie. Sincerelu, James R. horne 
<EDITORIAL NOTE) Thank 4,lOU Jim, l,41.Jlr doinQ a areai job. which anqone chedcing the na. people 
located list in this newsletter will be able to tell. I have chedced our list Mld updated ..tlere 
needed • .a.nri con-finned address where needed. r '11 be send inq IJOU the most o.rrent name and 
address list soon. 

Dear Jim, Enclosed is my check for another years dues. Sure have enjoyed the newsletters dlring 
:the n<J.St uear-c Also .. I have been able to find saneone that will produce ~ old official 
unofficial pocket patch fr(Xll 335th AHC •cowboys• . It is costing me $110 to have the computer 
;:;ro'iram matiea rf there is anu inte:-est and depending on the cost per patch. I will donate saae 
to the association. let me kn<M what ~ thinlc about the idea.. Sincerely Jim Spanel 4308 
Bel.-Ri.d~ Drive .• Lincoln. ti£ 68521 
<EDITORIA.L NITfE) Thanl< you Jilll and I think the idea of ~~!h PATCHES is great. At the current 
time ~e have .a.b-out 00 Fk"CPle located that served with the 335th~ and I hope they contact · !JOU 
about the patches . I have seen a few different 335th patch desiqns so you '11ill want to let them 
iaruw '"*1 ic.:0., des iqn l,000 are hav i.nQ done. r 'll help you get the Nord out about the patches. 
Hopefulli.J someda.4 "'1e'll ha.ve unit patches for all the units. let me lmCM how lllUCh you lllill need 
J}er patch t-0 pay for them and mail ino. 

Jim: Thanks for the newsletter and locator file. I'm still havinq a hard time findinQ srmeone 
that kn01Hs t.he date that 212 went dow.,. r talked to Terry Alberti but he couldn't put a date on 
it either. Her e's the address I have for Ronald Brownell: RD IU Marshal RD., Box 184a, 
Waterloo .• NaYc 13165 I'm sure it 's out of data but ['ll tMj to qet an update for you. Also I 
found an old address f or Don Kirchner : 3120 So. Glencoe , Denver, CO. <Ho Zip> Sorry I couldn't 
be of r.wre hel.p on those. I just went thru the P.T.S.D. proqram at Phoenix. one of the 11en in my 
OO"oup was Art Waqner. Art one of the n ioht sh fft nurses was a inedic with the 334th I th i'*. I' 11 
qive them both one of t;our ca.~ds as soon as I see than. I'll be i:iettinq you SCllle dues 1iOfteCJ as 
soon as Jan and I oet cauaht up frm my stay in Phoenix V.A.M.C. I'm verq interested in the 
145th ASSN. Thanks Again. Am-oid "'Andu n ~s 

<EDITORIAL N.JJTE> Thank you Andy and hopefully we'll be able to qet a date that 212 went doMrl 
soon. Your interest in our Assuciation is the main thing to be a 1a1ber. I'll keep you on the 
mail ina list ~ We nCAAI have more than 135 Conoressmen as cosponsors of HR3037, Miich if it passes 
throu'lc11 congress win qrea.ti.•,4 increase the ntAber of P.T .S.D. treatment centers. I know it's a 
qood Bill, I heloed write 95:4 of it. It was written txJ Vietn.mi Veterans '4tlO ooderstand P.T.S.D., 
its causes and effects . and care a.bout other Vietnam Vets . We onl"' need 220 votes to pass the 
House, if we had 85 more cosponsors it NC>Uld be quaranteed to pass the House. We need for 1DOre 

of our people to write ta their Congressmen and Senators asking the1 to cosponsor and ~t 
HR?,037. Our brothers need HR3037 . 

Dear Mr Bodkin: Enclosed, find my personal check for 20. 00 to cover dues both in Arrears and for 
the cu.-rent year. I arn currently relocating but please continue to use 111y current address until 
further ootice. TharJ:.s, Respectfull y James E.Gray, Jr, Old soldier, retired, fomerly of: 93d 
Tro.ns Co CLt Heptr) 1%1-1962. 
<EDITORIAL NUTD Thank you Jim , please let me know when you get 111Wed. 

Dear Jim: Rece ived the recent newsletter fran the association and I Wils glad to see the T- shirt 
for the 120th AHC . I was sure qlad that the photo I sent in was a biq help to 'lOU• Keep up the 
uoc-0 work and I really en.mu the unit history that you put in the newsletter. Al Arbo!Jast 120th 
AHi: 1964 Send the follciwinq T-shirts to me please: ft11-02 120 AHC size XL 13.00 111-02 120 tllC L 
13.00 001--0i i45th mi <First rn Vietnam> MSG. XL 13.00 =39.00 Please find chedc for full .-aunt 
endosed. 
CEDlTORIAL NOTE> Thank 4ou AL, I hope you l ilce the T-shirts. The color picture ""as a big help in 
male ir.Q the T- shirt . 

Dear James, M4 name is Richard Stankey and I was in 240th A.H.C. on the Greyhounds and 11ad Dogs 
gun ship pa.rt of the Campa.nu. We Wl:N"e part of the 145th AVt4 Bat. Do !JOU have ~ inforaation on 
t~.e 240th A.H.C. and what i s this Asso. you have started? I Nent to the canpanq frCll the 135th 

Paqe 10 



AHC that ~a:s in Blaclc Horse in Oct. of 1967. I "ent to Viet Ham with the 1.35th AHC and theq c.me 
frm Fort Hood. Texas. Thank you for llOU<~ time and trouble. My address is Richard Stankey. P.O. 
Box 2282, Lakeside, Ariz. 8592'3 Yours truly , Richar · SUnkey 
CEDITORIAL NOTE> Thank !)OU Richard for your letter. The 240th wasn't pa.rt of the 145th but the 
i35th u811Js" was. so membership is open to you. The information I have on the 240th is that it 
was stationed at Bear Cat from 25 Ha~ 1967 to 26 December 1971. Fran 25 Ma~ 1967 to ~ 1969 
i t ta1as part of the 214th CAB and from M.arch 1969 to 26 Dec: 1971 it wa.s assigned to the 222nd 
CAB. It wa.s part of the 12 Avn GP 1...-it iL Se;>t 69 then assigned to the 164th Avn GP. Scae of our 
other manber-s served with the 240th in Vietnam. maqbe theq'll drop you a line. 

Dear Jim. The other dau the April newsletter arrived. Looking throuQh it [ came across names of 
two friends Terrance Morin and Dave Price. Dave, I haven't seen for a while but do keep in qood 
tm.r...h i;;ith. Terrance was at m~ weddi.nq in April. I've never spoken to l:fOU and don't know what 
all have trariSpired between you and he . We bounced around the idea of a movie /stoN,f ~tever 
rE!QardinQ the UTT a.nd although I qermi.na.t.ed the idea in Terrances' brain I'd have to sa~ it's 
his baby. It's something I would like to work on cause I get so tired of seeing movies about 
Viet iiam with helicopters that don 't look ri¢rt . with markings that don't look right and with 
crew and pilots that don't look right or act riQlrt. Seans like Hollywood is in to spending big 
bucks to get the tt9runt l ookn just ri¢lt but can't seem to do much good getting the helicopters 
to look the wa4 they did in Viet Nam. Little bitch a~all. But it leads into the reason for this 
ietter. One of our early birds is alive and well here in Ha\lfaii!! I work as a lllUSeUI Technician 
for the IJ.S. Army M!.lSel.I!l of Hawaii. We are locat..ed on the beach of Waikiki, an old coast 
artillery battert4 at Ft. DeRussy Crananber the R & R center at Ft. OeRussy?>. I kncJM it's a tu.ff 
job but someone has to do it . ~all abmJt two tJears ago we were lookinq -tor a helicopter for 
our rauseua and got in touch l>1ith the Ft. Rucker Muse..n who had an extra -o• llodel Mhen the paper 
work arrived it turned out we were qettinq an "A". Well you know there were not many of then 
buiit US2 to be exact>. The UTT used a few of them in the early days and I thought how nice it 
~'!luld be to have a tJTT bird here in Hawaii (The UTT started in the Paci-tic-and that's part of 
our story) I'd written a bock C Army Gunships in Viet Mam) with a lot of focus on the UTT and so 
cr.etled my picture file and w<:M! 59-1695 the first photo in the color section of my book, 
supplied to me ten 1,fea.rs aQO bl-" a fonner lJTT lllE!lllber Col . Roger Baker. It was the Htmber 1 
aircraft first platoon. We had saae histortJ ••• one o-f the first 15 M"llE!d helicopters to c<ne to 
Viet iiam. The photo is even earlier than that,. taken on Okinawa in '61. Our '"A" is now with the 
214th Plv'N Reqiment at W~ler Field. I'm supervising it's restoration and we will put it back 
into it's oriqir.al markings and condition as best as possible. I'd like to ask ~ help if I 
mia.ht Jim? Could you run this in-fonnation in the flQr.ISletter so we could get in contact with 
anuone who 11ay have crell#ed or piloted this bird. I have only this one picture of 58-1695 and 
would like more for our historical propert~ file. I don't think Rucker knew what they had or 
theu wouldn't have given this helicopter to us. At a1ltf rate it represents the pioneering 
achievements of our Battalion and early da.~ of the armsd helicopter and we will give it a good 
home. I'm SO."'NJ I can oniy qive you a photo c~ of the picture but if you'd like to ~ it in 
the newsletter let tDe know and I'll make a decent print. I also have a qul?Stion about soae field 
modifications that were done to certain IITT "A•'s involving a ~ting bracket on the cabin roof 
a.nd belly, on both sides of - 1695. It shows up in other IITT "A" inodel photos I have. I believe 
it had to do with an early armament fit. As I've detailed in Anny 6tslships in Viet Hall, the lJTT 
fitted their "A•s with armament but the aircraft was not designed for external stores, but these 
particular fittinQS had nothing to do with the .30 cal guns and early 8 tube rocket SlJStem. I 
think !,'OU're doinq a qreat job with the newsletter and I'a very sorry I'• livinq wa11 the hell 

-OV~ here and not able to get to the reunions. They sound great and every tiae I read about 
yours and the VHcm reunion I say I'm going to try to make the next one. Maqbe in 91 I wil I, 
cause I mat_4 be wnrki.nQ at the ANlll,4 Aviation Musetn if all goes well. In that case it would be mq 
.dream to qet back to Rucker (trla.5 there in '66) and helped interpret atr great Army Aviation 
historl,l and tradition. I'm especially delighted to finally see a 120th T-shirt my order blank is 
enclosed-- how 'bout one with the " Razorback" pig for the qun phtoon? Keep up· the good '1110rk, 
r.cµa to meet 1,;ou and others in 91. Best ~ishes Bob Chen<Meth 
<EDITORIAL NUTE> Thank you Bob, and hopefully the crew of 59-1695, 11 in the 1st Platoon urr 
1962, will contact uou. And anyone else that knt:Ms d.bout these aircraft. write to Bob Chenoweth, 
46-058 Aliikane Pl. 12113, Kaneohe, HI. 96744. I have corresponded with Terra.nee Horin a few 
times a.nQ sent him information on the histoM,1 of the 1-45th and its units. Its mu hopes that he 
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Its renewal time again and out of 1802 people we have located 
812 receive our newsletter, out of those 812 people only 275 people 
pa. id for +~b.e. .lul y 1990 t.bru .. . June 3.0 ·' 1991 E::k~e-2 \:}2-ar . T:-• .:.:t means tha.t 

on l •=~ 
ha:v·e 
crnl y 

i o:st of 2'-/er1,;1 3 rece iv i n~t this nei,•Js letter ha:-.'e p-3. i cl t .h is 1,,.1e-3.r s dues. And 
I do thank that 34% of you that have paid. You are the ones that have the 

1,-.:ord MH··18ER 1Arote in t he lm<Jer lef't corner of' the -3.ddress la.ble of this 
ne:;,1sletter. The othe r 66;:{ recei·.,.·in9 this ne~•!sletter h.;:.:.,.· e not sent in their 
dues f ·or th is 1=-4e .3.r -3.S of 1 t:;ept , -3.nd to th.::-.t 66;-:; I 1,..1.3.nt t .o encourg.3.ge 1"'~0 1_~ 

to please sent in your dues today, if you wait you might forget. That 66% 
can tell who they are by looking at the lower left corner of their address 
la.bl e .. if it sai.,,~s PLEASE REMHJ MEMBERSHIP or PLEASE .JO IM.. tha.n p 1 ea.se do 
~u. If for some reason you can not afford the $10 a year dues and want to 
cont i nue receiving the newsletter , just send me a note so stating .. it will 
not be put in the Readers Response section of the news letter. 

If all 812 people receiving this newsletter pay their dues we wou ld 
h-3.'v'e $8 ·' 12() to ,_ .. Jerk 11-.1 i th this ne ;-1; t i:::Jea.r. !.-<.!hi ch 1,,1ou 1 d be a doub 1 e 1.AJha. t. i -!: 
took to opera.te in 1989. ~.Je noi,-J h-3.ve h i•;iher m-3. i 1 ing cost a.nd h ighet 
printing c~st, but we should still be able to put some back for future 
t1eeds ~ 

It would really be great if we could get most of the 1802 people we 
ha:.,1 e located to decide to join ow~ Associa.tion, so if you ha: .... ·e a.n•=~ friends 
listed in the 1990-91 Directory, that most of you received, that does not 
have an * beside their rank , pl ease encourage th~ i:.o join our 
Associa.tion. If '-"Je •;1ot 1800 of the people :.;.Je ha.ve loc.a.ted to join 1.AJe 1,11ould 
ha.ve a.bout $. 18 .. 000 .a. year to 1,,_1ork :_,.; i th .• 'Ai th tha .. t 1,,Je cou 1 cl get better 
equ i penlent -3.nd -find ma.n•=-~ more peop 1 e tha. t 1 .... ie a.11 •A1ant to l oca. te. So 
pl e.a.se, everi:Jone, cons icier yourself a.s .::.. ver 1=-1 importa.nt part of our 
membership cornm i t.t.ee a.nd encourge others to join. 

On the other side of' th is p -:± ·~ e is a. membership form a..nd al so the form 
to order o'ther i tern 1=-.;ou mi ·~ht be interested. On pa.ge 20 and 23 of ·the 
ne1 . .1.1sletter it tells a.bout these items. Ple.a.se consider if i.,,~ou 1,-1o~ld like 
t.o purch.:>.se -~.n1=-1 of' these items, if so ·~o -3.he.:.;.d a.n order not'' be-fore we get 
into the Christmas buying sea.son. In th is net.&1sl etter 1,-1e have added the 
135th AHC T-shirt design. I ~lso think I'm going to start taking orders 
for the i 18-th, 68th, a.nd 190th AHC designs n01 . .&1, al thought de l iveri.,,~ time 
will be a little longer , until the screens are made and stock is built up. 

Thank you for taking ~ne time to read this and I'll be waiting 
he.:tr t·rom 1~0=-~· t·.Je do need · mone·=~ to serve 1::.lou better. It is m1J "''ish tha.t 

• . ,, , , <.e.J • ..Lt . • 
a i dn · t ' money, bu"t. it is a fa.ct of' 1 i fe thd. t ever1=~ •,r1 l ng t.a.k es mone1:1. 
just a little bit from each of you will go a long way. Thank you • 

. Jim Bodkin 

. to 
r},le 

So 



145th Comb a. t Av i a.ti on Batt.a_ l ion <Vi etna.m) Assoc i at.ion Membe r s hip Farm 

St reet _ ___________ ________ ____ _____ _____ ______ _ 

City. St at e .Zip _______ _ _____ _ _ ________ ___________ _ 

Phone ___ _ ____ _ _ _____ ~check one EM _ ___ wo ___ _ OF ___ _ 

served with the 145th CAB with (UH IT> ______ _ _ __ frcxn <DATE) ____ to ___ _ 

have enclos ed $10 for each membership year. Total _ _ for 1 .J• .. .ily 1990 to 30 .June 19_ 

Reou lar Associate (family) member Renewal ____ _ 
Send to: 145t h C.A.B.V.A. ,3719 Forest Hill f::r./e, Ft. Wa.yne, IN. 46805 
*************************************************************************************** CASSETTE TAPE 
Send me the cassette tape. B•,,; order ing this tape l agree not to copy them and to protect 
the cop:,,w i ghts for futher di str i but ion. S i gnature req1.; i r-ed on bot tern of form. 

___ "Battle of' Bien Hoa/ G: .. mship Action" Audio Cassette sells for $15, 

Ci t=:J. Sta.te ,Zip ____________________________________ _ 

S ignature _____________ _ ________________________ _ 

Compl e te amount inclosed $ _ ___ Send order to: 145th C-ABVA, 3719 FOREST HILL ~JE, FT 
WAYNE. IN 46805 
*************************************************************************************** THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 
Send me ____ Thunderbird Patches at $4 each 
Name _____ ________________________________ _ _ 

Street ________ _____________ ________________ _ 

Ci t•J, State ,zip 
Send order to: David Evans, 2 
*************************************************************************************** 

TOP TIGER PATCHES 
Send me Top Tiger .patches at $4 each 

Name ------------------------------------------
Street ------- ----------------------------------
City ,State,Zip _ ___________________________________ _ 

Send order to: 145th C.A.B.V.A. 3719 forest Hill f:Ne, Fort Wayne, IN 46805 
*************************************************************************************** 

COLOR T-SHIRTS 
Send me ____ Unit T-Shirts at $13 each including postage. <Mark Unit and Size> 

ttOi-01 145th BN <FIRST IN VIETl'iAl"D Asso. 

tU1-02 120AHC 

IU2-02 12iAHC tt13-02 135th AHC 

__ tt17-02 UTT <1964) 

___ Med i1..1n 

___ Large 

___ Ex-large 

__ XX-large #17- 0i IJfT (1962-1963) 

1117-04 197AHC ___ XXX-large 

C.A.B.V.A., 3719 Forest Hill f::r~e, fort Wayne, IN 46805 Send order to : i45th 
1- 219-483-5149 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery, 
description . 

if not in stock. See page 20 and 23 for T-shirt 

Name------------------------------------------

Street---------------- --- --- --------------- ----
City, State,Z ip ______ _ _ _ _________________________ ~ 
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The Vietnam Veterans Restoration Project (VVRP) organi7.es teams made up primarily or Vietnam veterans 
who return to VietDam to repair and reconstruct the coontry. 

Team ID is going to Yen Vi.en to construct a 4,000 square foot clinic. 

GENE RUMMAGE, SR. WILL BE WORKING ON THIS TEAM. 
BUT HE NEEDS YOUR HELP TO GET THERE!! 

You CAN PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN THESE PEACEFUL EFFORTS WITH YOUR 
•DONATION. No AMOUNT Is Too SMALL, BUT TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. 

TEAM III IS DUE TO LEAVE SEPTEMBER 3, 1990 WITH AN ORIENTATION 
AND PREPARATION MEETING SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 30, 1990 IN 

SEBASTAPOL, CA. 

***************************************************************** 

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT GENE RUMMAGE'S 
EFFORTS TO WORK WITH THE VVRP. 

ENCLOSED IS MY DONATION FOR: _ _ $5 $25 

$50 $100 OTHER ~$ ______ _ 

Name --- -------------

Address ----------- ----

City/State Zip-- ----------

Telephone ---------------

*You may claim a tax deduction by making your check out to "Veterans for Peace, 
Inc.fVVRP." 

MAIL TO: Although Gene has all ready left for Vietnam he et ill needs 
the funds . 

GENE RUMMAGE, SR. 

If you would like more information about the Veterans Vietnam Restoration Project 
and/or participation on a team, indicate this on the form. 
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will write the sc.~een pla~ for a 1DOVie about the first qunships (the UTT>. and the movie Mill be 
a hit, and tr.en oo to a 1V series usinq the rest oi the 145th CAB histe>Ml. All this with the 
Aviation part being correct~ and ~ith people rotati.nq in and out~ the storu being our history 
and Vietnam Aviation h istory. I'll outline more <l.boui this later in the newslet~. And yes 1 
want to ao platoon and Detacment T-shirts but I ha.ve to Qet all the unit T-shirt des i!Jns done 
first. Hopefully see (#.OU at Rucker in 91. 

Dear Sir, I have read with great interest ~ur newsletter on two occasions but 1 a. a little 
disa;:mointed with the omission of one of the best Assa.ult Helicopter Caapanies CAHC> in Viet Hant 
\in m'.J opinion). I wa.s assianed to the 114th Aviation Campany fron t1arch 24, 1964 until t1arc:h 
29. 1965 in Vinh Lor.Q Vietna.11. The unit was cmpraaised of three separate platoons. t.> lift 
{red and white platoons respectivel~) and one attack (blue platoon> and a support eleinent, the 
344 Transportation Comparu,h I was assigned to the attack platoon known as the Cobras. The unit 
displat;.ied two different emblems on the aircraft noses. The qun platoon had a coiled cobra on its 
nose compa.rt.ment door lfhile the lift platoons showed a. chess knight with outspread wings on 
their no---.:.e canpa.rtment doors . The unit designation was "The Knights of the Air"~ · A· CDPlf of our 
unit patch is er.closed for your files. The patch was also displa"'ed on each door of the 
aircraft. I also have a unit history for the period of 1114 assigrnent to the Wlit if you are 
interested. The point I have missed in 14our newsletters that concerns not only the 114th but the 
12ist is that m4 unit the 114th, was respons ible for brirn;ii09 the 121st into the ttrbine age by 
transi.tioninq the Sha~ee drivers i.nto the UH-18. We worked "'ith the gun platoon IDt!lllbet"S 
<Vildnqs) and showed them what we It.new. That's why the1.f turned out to be so good. I was wounded 
twice and medevaced rune later. Mu Platoon l eaders included Captain Pete Kendrick .. the qrand 
father oi qun platoon tactics and Capta in (ric»1 Lieutenant General) Robert Molinelli or "Big t1o". 
We desianed the cu.~rent M!58 rocket pod used today on the AH-1 Cobra. r spent another 17 years 
with the A.'"1!14 .all in aviation. I am currently employed bq the Army as a civilian helicopter 
technical inspector ;;.iorki.nQ fo.~ the Director of Logistics at Ft. Ord .. Califomi.a. I am quite 
certain that you have not neqlected us intentionall4 but none the less I feel slighted by not 
beinq rememberc Sometime later the 114th was changed to the 305th or 306th Aviation Cmpany~ 

sister unit to the CCMho1-15 · Currently I under-stand that the 114th Aviation Cmpany Cea.tJ.at 
Suppc:-t) is stationed at Fort Richardson. Alaska as r spent :s ix years with thEltl and left in 
1982. At last report they were still flyinq UH-tH's but are due for the ~ ~ Bbdc Haliillcs 
soon. Well Jim I'll close for now with a 911all request. Please let me know if I am eligible to 
join 4our fine oraa.nization as I would be very proud to do so. Additionally if I can fan.a.rd the 
unit histor-'4 to l,lOU 1,1ourre welcome to a copy. Again tha.nlcs for the newsletter and the fine 
oraanization 4ou have established. I remain: Respectfully Lane R. Ransdell. 2!J8 Whitney Place, 
Mar Lria • C.A. 93933 
<EDITORIAL NITTO Thanks for the letter Lane, and I'd like a COJMJ of the 114th unit history. 
Please don't f~l sli!4hted because the 11-4th was not listed as one of the units of the 1-45th. 
frrni ti;hat I have heard the 114th was a very -fine aviation 1X1it. The information 1 have on the 
1i4th is: The 114th arrived in Viet.na.ra on 10 l'tay 1%3 and \'fas stationed with the Delta Avn Bn 
when it arrived 11 June 1963. I have no infOl"'llation about "'1o or if the 114th M'-4 have been 
assiqr.ed to within t.hat 30 day period bei'ore the Delta Avn Bn ranted. The 121st was transferred 
from the 4Sth Trans Bo to the Delta Avn Bn in J1Jly 1963. The U4th and the 121st Illa.de up the 
l>eita Avn Bn until 30 Sept 1964 when the Delta Avn Bn was redesignated the 13 Aviation Bn. The 
1i4th was transierred to the 214th ft~n Bn in Auqust 1969 where it stayed until 29 Februa.rq 1972 
when ~ left Vietnam. We restrict m.ir membership to fonaer IDe!Dbers of the Ll'lits and 
detacments assiqned to the 4Sth Trans Bn and 14Sth C.A.B. for two reasons: CU so as to not 
hurt membershtp in orqanizations like the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Asso and the Vietn~~ 

Helicopter Crew Members Assa., and (2) I've oot about all I can handle with the units listed on 
the ca~er of the newsletter. If r was wronq about the histor1:1 of the 114th then it Mill be added 
into the Asso., I've been wrona before and I know I will be a.~ain. TNO newsletters aqo Georqe J 
Yc: ... na .. ... _ who c1m11anded the ii-4th fraa Feb 64 
to December 1964, said that he wanted to hear from others that served with the 114th. 

Jim: This is 120th Roster en 27 Septanber .. 1963. Thought you mi.Qht want to publish it. rt is in 
my scrap book. As well the 57th is havinq a reunion at Fort Rucker this weekend which I shall 
attend. l: ' li aive uou a. re~ort. John B. Givhan 
<EDITORIAL NOTE> Than~ 1~u John, I'll loq the names into the Help find list. 

PaQe 12 



BATTALION HISTORY 
~7th TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 

The 57th Transoortat ion GomoamJ <Light Helicopter) <H-21> had for several ~ears 
a.bl1,.1 si_mpi::>rted the trainin~ a.nd efforts of the STRAC 4th Infantr1=' Division. stationed at 
Fort Lei . ..; is. 1;.Jash inqton. In .idcl it ion to th is s1Jpport which included ever1,1 facet of 
militar~ preparation both domestic and overseas. the 57th Transportation Campan~ 
repeatedly assisted the local populace during times of strife or peril. Search and 
Rescue. flood relief, transporting fire fighters in the ru9~ed hills a.nd mountains of 
easter·n Oregon. medical evacuation and a host of other duties that a.re conimon to a well 
trained. highl1J skilled helicopter organiza.tion. All of these tasks were performed with 
a minimll"l1 of fanfa.re a.nd a maximi_.a-n of professional competence. 

In Ma.1,;1 of 1960, orders were received that were to ch.:i.nge the entire perspective of 
the 1..m it and eventu.:i.111~ br i n9 the des i gnat ion of the unit before the e1:1es of the world 
and the scrut in1,,! of the Uni t.ed States Arffi':f. These t.iere the order·s changing the stat1..&s of 
the 1..mit to a. STR.AF II Catel'.;~mr-1.,,l. The fol lowing d.a1.,;ls, weeks and months were devoted to 
loadin:::; plans, alert pl.:ms. notific.ation plans. basic lo.ads .and a host of other projects 
enoi..;qh th.1t co:Jld f.avorabll;l .:i.nd actver·sel'J effect the unit during the initial and 
critical moments of a movement, t··le",-"?r satisfied ·.a.nd never quite perfect enough, these 
p I ans ~\Jere studied . tried , re1;mr·k ed . re-tried . and po 1 i shed aga. in and again. The fruits 
of th is 1 abor would scimeda1,,; be enjo1,Jed when the moment ca.me .a.nd there was not time left 
t o correct mistakes. 

Apr·il of 1961 found the 1.1mr ld in a. t1.Jrmoil a.nd South East Asia floundering in 
internal dispute. Al 1 e1,Aes fol loi..i,1ed the news reports closel1,i and speci.Jlation of 
ass i st<.<.nce of the American pi.~b l i c ~.;as a common top i c. 

April proved to be a triple barreled month for th is unit. On 1 April 196"1 the 57th 
Transportation Cc;f'Op.a.n~ was selected as a Superior STRAC unit and was awarded the 
s t reamer for the unit 9uidon and a caveted scroll. S~veral days later messa~es were 
received directina the t.mit to prepa.re for mry.,.·ement. Pl-!!.ns were pulled from the files, 
boxes taken out of stora.i;;e, and pack in9 and crat in9 bei;lan on· a twent1,;1-fmJr hour bas is. 
Shot records recei\..-ed1 willsr pci;_.1.Jer of c.t.t.orne•J .' clothinq inspection, double checks on 
.airer.aft and vehicle rn-:tintenance, replacement of short time component parts and the 
multitude of other items tha.t mt~st be checked and double checked when ~ou are a.bout 
r·e.:i.d1:i to move. All loading was .accomplished in the prescribed time frame <.<.nd the waiting 
for add it i on.3. l orders bei:;_~an, One da.i_,l , two da•.,;lS , a week a.nd then the word to un 1 oad and 
prep~.re for immed ia.te movement to Ya.k ima Wa.sh i.ngton to support the STRAC 4th lnfantrlJ 
Division thro:.,11:;;iho1xt. their 1.,:learl1,t. division maneuver. Carefull~ each item was unpacked and 
stor·ed. Massive notes taken to emphasize the lessons learned a.nd assist us should the 
cla1; a.rr ive for another move. 

Di.~ring the tem~re at Ya.kima Washington; the tmit received a clelat,~ed Army Training 
Test. In order not to interfere or impose an1,,J restrictions on the ma.netrvering forces, 
the ATT was progr.immed over an el even cl.al.J period. Ump ires seemed to be ever~here and 
a.n:::A-.:here testing the w1it .at ever1,,A possible opporhmit1:i. Air raids infiltration, smoke, 
qas .:i.ttacks, night movement, securit~, opera.tiona.l missions, nothing was excluded. The 
results 1.-'!ere rewarding .a.nd Justified the long hours and efforts which must be put into 
a tw stimula.ted combat mission to recei·.,.·e the maxim1_,1m amount of training in a short 
period of time, A score of 97.8 1.-'!a.s a.warded the unit for the trul!J outstanding job th_elJ 
did durinQ this exercise and test. 

Immediateli.J upon rett<rn to fort Lewis_ an IG inspection was in order and once again 
the unit went into high gear to make a good showing. Operational missions were at no 
time slighted or dela1.,;lecl becat6e of the additional work created b1~ the normal 
preparation for a big inspection. Night flights .. support missions and others continued 
on as normal. Once again the spirit and esprit-de-corp of the unit emerged and each 
soldier buckled down to the task .at hand. Once again, these efforts were rewarded b~ a 
rating of Superior b1.,:1 the Inspector General. 

Ea.rl1.,:1 November found the officers and men of the 1..mit starting to think about 
Thanks\;]ivina and Christ.mas leaves. Little did thei,,J. real ize that Thanksgiving would be 
spent on the Pacific -Ocea.n and Christmas would be a ·sacr:ed moment .or two in South 
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1..Jietna1n, crammed between mainten.3.nce and missions. When the flag went up and the order 
to move ,,.,as received,. the procedures were old h-a.t. Inspections .. checks, allotments etc., 
were more or less routine. 

In four da~s, one hundred percent of all TO&E aircraft were flyable and ready to 
depart. At 1000 hours .. 6 November· 196L twenty H-21's departed GralJ Field, Fort Lewis, 
W.:lshington for Stockton, California. At 1900 hos..irs, 8 November 1961, twenty Helicopters 
arrived at Stockton, California without incident. This included a night flight over the 
Sierra Mos.mt~. ins .• reach inq an altitude of 10, 500 feet. 

On 2:1. November 196L the cJnit departed for "destim.tion unknown" aboard the USNS 
~ore. Ti,..Jents-::1-one da.ys later·, cr·~ds gathered to observe the Banana Helicopters docked at 
Saigon, Vietnam. Hundreds and hundreds of people gazed with adniration at the big 
helicopters •.•Jith U.S . Arms.,_~ boldl•.J written across the side. As rapidly as possible the 
cacoons :;iere removed, en9ines pre-oiled and the crowds waited expect'antl•J as the first 
helicopter prep.:..r·ed for Tl i•;;ht. f.moke blew out of the exhaust as the enqine roared into 
action, Slc~_:;lsJ the bl.a.des started to ti.1rn. Faster and faster until the pilot made all of 
his flight checks. Then with .a. powerful lurch , the first United States Arm~ Cargo 
Helicopter t.o fl!.,l in South 1-.Jietnam .. lifted off the deck of the carrier USNS Core and 
sped doi..o.m the Mekong River to the Saigon International Airport. Another first for the 
57th Transportation Company, One b!.:l one the H-21's maved noisily off the carrier to 
their new home in a str·anqe and 1..mfamil ia.r land. 

The 22nd of December i 96 i t.ii i 11 be long remembered by the men who served with this 
unit cin th-:i.t c.fa.l.). Opera.tini;:i .jointl~ with members of the 8th Transportation Company 
(Light Helicopter) a. training exercise was condsJcted north of the city of Saigon. 
Ever•.Jone- tme1;..1 that this was a rehearsal for the real thing tha.t was to fol low. Thirt•J 
H-2i he l i copters 1 oa.ded to maximum capac i t•J with crack ~Hetna.mese para troopers raced 
across the docile co1_mtr·'-!lsicle. Take-off, check points, release points and the landing 
area were hit '1;.Ji th ex.a.ct timing indicating the degree of · professional ism and training 
that these two units possessed. The training exercise was completed successfully in 
evert,1 detail and we know that we were reads,,& for the "big one ". 

At d~.wn on the morning of 23 December 1961, the pilots examined their aircraft with 
unusual thoroughness. E.a.ch item on the pre-flight check list was carefully scrutinized. 
Sims_~ltaneousli.,_t the Vietnamese par.a.troopers quietly and orderly broke themselves into 
ch.a.lk l•::>ads and assembled around the helicopter that. was to ma.ke history for them. 
Slc~ly the · time passed. One hour, two, then three. The pilots laughed nervously as 
intelligence patientl~ tried to get a fix on the radio that we were after. Then the word 
came. Go! Witrr the 57th Transportation Company leading into a small page in history, 
thirty helicopters formed in echelons right and left. gaining speed as they left the 
Saigon Airport behind. On time, and on tar~et, the helicopters flared for a landing into 
a.nd almost impossible zone. Perpendicular rows of pineapple fields deep in . mud and 
water. If ever pilot tra.inini:~ and technique paid dividends, this was the day. small arms 
fire broke out immediately and several of the aircraft were under fire as they departed 
the area to return for additional troops and reinforcements. All the aircrafts departed 
this area but one. As the pilots looked back the1,,1 could see the cloud of black smoke and 
or~nge fl~~es reaching for the sk~ and there was little doubt as to what had happened. 
Another, but undesirable first for the 57th Transportation ·company. The first aircraft 
to be lost to insurgent activity while on an operational mission. 

On the 24th of December 1961, Specialist Fourth Class George F. Fryett, was 
reported kiclnaped by the insurgent Viet Cong. The 57th Transportation Company and the 
8th Transportation Company were jointly alerted to prepare to mass a large n1..111ber of 
troops as soon as the location of this American soldier was determined. Frantic 
preparations were made to continue making ready the H-21's for this most important 
mission. That wore~ •.--iouldn't come until June 1962. 

On 2 January 1962, the word was received and for the first time, a large nt111ber of 
troops 11-_1ere delivered into an otherwise inaccessible a.re.a.. One thousand and thirty .six 
troops were flown int•J a hole · in the jungle. This la.nding zone was no more than 300 
yards b~ 150 ~ards. The ground was soft and the zone was further confined by isolated 
trees and brush growing at random. T.all, towering jungle trees ridged the area and the 

· Viet Cong roa.mecl _at will throughotJt ·this dense foliaged area; Without incident, this 
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miss ion wa.s performed to t he ama.zement of the ',) ietn.a.mese staff and ccmnanders who were 
no;1 gras ping the import ance of he l icopter in the ir operations and the complete freedoia 
and fl ex ib i 1 i t tJ it would g i 'v'e them in f'L~ture act ions. 

A one time pr ior i tiJ of training bec.ame our goa 1 • He l i.copters departed regularly to 
t r ain the Infantr~an on the minimt.;n pr ocedures he must qra.sp prior to being sent on an 
assa1.; l t mission. In t hree months , the 57th Tra.nsportation Company adequately trained 
26 , 364 men . l..Je now had t he fl ex i bi l i t1.,.~ t o move an'°..iher e in the Mekong De 1 ta Area and 
dis pl ace t r ained troops . At firs t a.wed b•J the helicopters, the Vietnamese soldier soon 
came to l ook f or'!Ala.rd to a.n a.ssaul t b 1.:.1 t r1e helicopter . Slow! ~, the local CO!Mlanders began 
to employ the helicopters more and more in less stereotyped missions. New ideas were 
sought and in ~very case t he pilots of the 57th Transpor tation Company carried them out 
to t he l etter . An entire nei..~ concept in thinking and maneuver aga inst the insurgent 
forces macle tr1e he! icopter the most des i red tool in their i rv.;ent•::>r1.,.1, The ratio of men 
emp loyed, to Viet Cong destroyed, clearly demonstrated the soundnes s of helicopter 
vert ical err.;el opment. 

Wi t h t he a r r iva l of the Un ited States Marine Squadr on ca.me and even qreater 1 ift 
capab ili ty . instead of fifteen choppers , we could n•:iw employ thirty or more. The raen of 
t he 57th Transportatic•n Compan1,1 eagerl1,o1 greeted the Marines a.nd passed on to them the 
experience t r1at we had gai.ned dur ing the mam,t assault missions we had flown . On 22 April 
1962 , anot her f i r st was r ecorded for the 57th Transportation Company. A massive mission 
of t h irty he l icopter s, lifting 1 , 104 troops, flown jointly by United States Marines and 
Uni t ed St ates Arm•.J He licopter p i l ots descended upon a. little known a.rea in an effort to 
suppress those who wish to overthroi."1 the goverrrnent . With minimum pl;)_nning and liaison, 
the mission was per formed in tra.ining-film . st•,,ile. Each rJnit moving directly to the 
appointed place at t he appointed t ime with split second timing. 

Spec ialis t Forth Class George F Fryett was released by the insurgent Viet Cong 
f orces on J une 23 , 1962. 

On the 19th of .Jul1:1 1962 , a triple threat wa.s passed against the Viet Cong. On this 
da.•J, f or the firs t time, fort•J helicopters deposited their troops in an area south west 
of Ben Cat. These choppers were fl~n by the 57th Transportation Company, United States 
Mar ines , and Vietnarnese Air Force pilots. Four hundred and eighty soldiers were massed 
adjacent to a suspected Viet Cong strong point. Landed in flooded rice paddies with mud 
and water up to the waist and chests of the debarking men . A feat deemed impossible just 
a few short months ago . 

As of the 24th of .Jul '.J 1962 th is unit has fl own 4 , 583 hours in support of the 
Viet namese forces . A grand total of 133,464 ton miles of cargo have been flown to assist 
t his na tion in its struggle for independence a.nd freedom form the Viet Cong. 51,358 
t roops have been transported by helicopter to insure the eventual defeat of the 
insurQents . 

Flying as many as eight hundred and fifty hours a month they have clearly shown 
that helicopters have carved for themselves a notch in history and have added a new 
dimension to modern warfare. 

The e•~es of the world have careful l<,,J fol lowed the progress of this 
determ i.nat ion , outsta.nd ina Esprit-de-Corps and honest dedication the•J 
contempt to the dangers that surround us and performed each and e¥ery 
best of our abiiity. 

unit. With true 
have 1 ived in 
mission to the 

The 57th Transportat ion Compan1-:1 became the 120th Aviation Company <AMU on 25 June 
1963, and later the 120th Aviation Comp.an1J <AHC>. 

The 57th Trans Co was assigned to the 45th Trans Bn when it arrived 1 July 1962 and 
stayed with the 145th C.A.B. until July 1966. The 120th AHC departed Vietnam in October 
1972 . 

GENE RUMMAGE RETURNING TO VIETNAM 
Gene RtXnmage who served with the 120AHC in 1963 and 64 will be returning to Vietnam 

and i s due to leave September 3, 1990 . This will be the third group of l)ietnam Veterans 
r etur·n ing to Viet nam to build Clinics ancl the1,1 w i 11 be constructing a Foot Clinic at Yen 
Vien. The•J a.r e going t here t o he lp t he people t hat we went there to help in the 1960's. 
Gene 8 week t rip ~1 i l l cost h im about $2200. Inc 1 os ed in this newsletter is a donation 
paper so for any of i..iou that can plea.se he lp Gene with a ·aonation. 

Page 15 



L 
f 

"REUNION 9:'.L" UPDATE 
The _1991 Reunion will be held at Fort Rucker, Alabama, on 7th, 8th. and 9th of Ju~9 

1991, that's the same week-end as the W-4 Convention at Fort Rucker. 
I recentl~ talked with Gen. Ken~on about approximate related reunion cost. The hotel 

rooms will be $35 per single or $40 per multiple occupancy per night. The Holiday Inn in 
Oz e<.rk , AL h~.s 72 rooms reserved for us and one of those w i 11 be i;;et up as a Hospital it~ 
Room a.nd the other 71 are reserved for o•Jr reunion. We wouldn't have the complete hotel as 
reported in the l ast nes.iis letter, and as us•Ja I each person w i 11 make their own room 
reservations, to reserve a room •,,;ou must tell them that !.JOU are with the 145th Reunion and 
one night's mone•J or credit card nl.OOer to guarantee to hold. Anl,.'one attending by 
themse 1 ves and wanting to :share ~ room the Reunion Ccmn i ttee and hotel a.re will ing to help 
set it l..!p. The nor·mal meal cost in that area is wa.IJ less then $10 per meal, and the 
re1.mion fee has not been discussed 1.,~et. And a.s always, I will be getting the hotel 
rese~vation forms and send them to everyone and let each person make their own 
reservations. 

When I talked with Gen. Kenyon right after the 89 Reunion he had many exciting ideas 
aoout activities for the reunion _, tours of the new muset.m, flight simulator center, and 
airfields. Those plans are still going fof"1Alard. Friday June 7th and Sunday June 9th we 
i-iiii have our reception and activities at. the hotel at pool side. On Saturday June 8, 1991 
we will be at the Officer's Club at Lake Tholocco and the NCO Club will cater the 
81.1ssiness Meetin-;v'Dinner meai, buffet st•Jle. Dress will be casual and !JOU ma•J want to have 
swim ·~ear with you. Everyone 1 have t-<'.l k ed to about the re1.m ion have been very ex:c i ted 
about the location, and the people who se~ved with Gen. Kenyon are very excited about him 
being the Chairman, they say that ever~thing he does turns out great. 

Richard Ken~on se~ved with the 68th Armed Hel. Co. and the 197th Anned Hel. Co. in 
1965 es a Captain and served as the Battalion Commander of the 145th C.A.B. from 1 Dec 70 
to 19 July 71. Since his retirement from active duty on 30 June 1987, he is now the 
Honora.r•.J Colonel of the 145th Avn. Regiment and head of a major corporation in the Fort 
RiJcker area. 

Watch for "Reunion 91" 
the January 1991 newsletter 
upcla. te pack aQe. 

updates in future newsletters as the plans come together. In 
which you should get by Feb. 91 will be a. complete reunion 

Now that we only have 72 roans rese~./ed 1 would suaaest that you write to the hotel 
and reserve your room, please state that you are with the 145th Combat Avn Batta.lion 
Reunion on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of June 1991: Holiday Inn, Ozark, 151 US HJY 231 N, 
Ozark, Al 36361 1-205-774-7300. And for your convenience the even nt.mbered rooms are on 
the pool side of the motel a.nd the odd numbered roams a.re on the outside of the L-shape, 
for those that like to part~ ask for the ~ven n1..rnbered rooms and those that want it a 
iittle quieter ask for the odd numbered roans. To guarantee to hold send one night 's money 
or credit card nLmber. 

Gener-al Richard Kem,mn and the reunion committee will be looking at a ba.ck up motel 
to handle the a~er flow soon. 

My wife Deb and I visited Fort Rucker on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of July and stayed 
at the Holida~ Inn. The rooms were real nice and the food was great. The breakfast buffet 
was $3.95 and the dinner buffet was $4.95. While we were there we visited with most of the 
reunion volunteers, We visited the new m1.tse1..!ll and 1 'm sure everone w i 11 enjol,_A it, its so 
much nicer in the new air conditioned building. We went through the flight simulator 
center and Deb a.ncl I rea.11¥ enjo1-:1ed it. William Ruf who served with the 93rd Trans Co 
real l u aave 1.1s a area.t to•..ir of bu i 1 ding. After Deb tried to fly one of' the simulator she 
said ~he didn't s~e h~1 anuone coulcl fly a helicopter, "Your hands and feet and eyes have 
to do to man•J thinas all at one time!", I think it was probabl•J the -first time a simuhtor 
went into o•Jter sp;.ce. It was the great teaching of Bill Ruf that got us back down safely. 
I'm s1...;re ever•,,mne will reall•J enjm,i the to1..1r of the Flight Simulator Center. We stopped at 
one of the airfields where they practiced emergency l anding and explained to my wife what 
they were doing and wh•J, she said it didn't look a.nyth ing l ike they shaai on TV, which is 
who.t I have been telling her for ~iears. 

We rea.l l 1.J enjoyed our visit at Fort Rucker and I know E?'v'eryone w i 11 have a great time 
at the reunion. See you there next 1,:1ear, 7th, 8th . and 9th of .June 1991. 
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F INANC I AL REPORT 

Th i s financi .3.1 r eport covers 1 April 1990 to 30 .June 1990 . This report is intended 
to t;l i ·..,·e 1,,;ou a.n over a 1 ! l oak at 1.•Jha t '=mur d1..ies and donation mone1,,i is used for . If l,,lOU 

have anr"J quest ions or s1J.99est ions pl e.a.se let me know . I want ~01.J to know that uour moneu 
is Deina us ed for the int ended purpose. 
B.a.l.a.nce 3 1 t1a.rc h 19'? .. () •• II •• 1f •• II II ••• II o c ••• •• • • !I o. s • • • •••• II c • • • c • • •• ••• $1158 . 84 
Total depos its 4/01/90 to 6/30./90 Ww:s .. Donat ions , Fund Raiser s) • •• $1549 . 40 

Expend i t :.ir·es 
P.:::is-t-.a.ge c a c •• c c c II ~ II II • c ••• ll II .., c •• G II II 0 • $294 s 82 
Long Dist ance Phone •• •• ••••• • •• • •• • $187.13 
Mi see 11 aneorJs ( see not e) • • ••. , •• • •• $460. 79 
Bank Fees • • • • ••• • • •• • •• •••• • •• . • •••• $14.22 
Fund Raiser Suppli es .•. . ••. • •.••••• 5683 . 36 

Total •.•••• $2708.24 

Merner i a 1 Fund • •• • • • •• • ••• •••• , • ••••• $30. 00 Thomas "Larrs,,i" Sanders 
C:opi.,J M-3.ch i ne Rep<1. i r-• • , • •• • • • , • •••• •• $60. 00 

Total expendi tur es •• •• ••• $1730 . 32. - $ 1730.32 

Ba.lance 2'.0 .June 1990 • •••••••••• $977.92 

Miscell aneous i ncl udes comput er s upplies (paper , mailing labels, printer ribbons , etc.) , 
nes;.is l etter supplies (paper, staples, etc.), envelopes. notes boolt.s, ink ,:>ens. copy 
m.:i.chi ne supplies , etc. The Fund R:i. iser supplies are listed separt.a.tely in this report 
because the .amos .. mt ~'la.s so large with getting t he supplies to mak e the silk screens , 
bui.,.ling in!<:, .;:..nd T-shir-ts. Our· stock is slowly btdldinq up .md sells are going rather 
wel l. As of i Aw;~ust 90 we ha.\:e 68 T-shirts printed and ready -to go with value of $884. 
and i3i unpr i nted T-sh irts i n stock a.nd when printed will be worth $1703. The printed 
and :...mpr inted T-shirts i n stock adds up to $2587, m i.mJs a.bout $600 for ink .• packaging 
and postage, le.av es aboLit $1987 worth of T-shirts in stock waiting to be sold. So, 
a l thoui;:;i1 our balance at the end of .J1...me is lower then our bah.nee at the begining of 
Apr i 1 , we a.re ma.I<: i ng some progress. 

Ev en thou~h r.•Je are m.a.k i ng pr-ogress •:Joti w i 11 see some large expences in the next 
quart er 11,,; f i n.a.nc i a l r eport , so '·"'e st i 11 need yo1.Jr support vers=' m1.Jch. We had to buy a 
srna.11 .1 ir cond itioner to coo l the copl,! ma.chine and computer to keep them .from shut ing 
ary~n and break ing dQ:Aln. And soon we will need to rep lace the drl.lll in the copy ma.chine, 
t h a. t cos t ~.botit $:350 , it h<i. s -3. f ei,.J n i. ck s in it now a.nd put a few b 1 i ps on each page • We 
are tr1=1 i ng to m.a.k e do w ith i t now but it w i 11 need to be replaced when it gets worse. 

WHAT !.iJE REALLY MEED I S FOR EVERYONE l.JE HAVE LOCATED WHO HAVE NOT JOINED THE 
ASSOCIAT ION TO -JO IN. WE NEED THE MONEY TO KEEP GRO,..J ING. So please check iJour membership 
car·d, if the c a. rel i s expi r ed or if 1~01_i don't have one please join our association, we 
n~ed ~our support. 

We ha.,;e c1Jt our expenences down b1~ onl l.,_l sending news I etters to those who have 
j oined the .associat i on or just been located . NOTICE if 1::101.1 have not joined please do so, 
i f not '"~ou proba.b 11.,_1 w i 11 not rec i eve am,:1 more nei.iis l et ters. When I receive membership 

.. dues I code t he ind iv id.al' s f i 1 e with t he membership !Jear/s therJ joined .• example 89-90 .• 
90-91 , 9 1-92 , H the code is not on !.,_lour f i le the pr int er w i 11 not pr int a mail ing 1 a.bl e 
for ::Jou. Member ship 1::1e.a.rs are from 1 .July to 30 June, now is t he time to join or renew 

• qour mem~:;ership. Our As soci a. t i on ~'iill cont i nue for .a.11those1;1ho join. Check the mailing 
l <0•.b le on t his ne1-<!s letter f or 'JOI.Jr membership st.a. t us. 

No: . .i; i s the best t i me to rener,tJ l.,_lOur membership, we just started a new membership 
:,,Jea.r the ist of .J1.i l 1J , And mult ipl e 'Jea.r membership a.re a lwa1::1s appreciated. Check your 
membership e<:i.rd to see if it r.3.n out the f i rst of .Jul•.,_:1 1990. 

P LEA S E J OIN T ODAY , WE N EED YOUR SUPPORT 
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11......J I SI.JAL DREAMS 
MOVIE 

DOOR - ~UNNER 

---
Terrance Dillon Morin , Writer-Director for Visual Dreams Broadcast Production is 

;.iork ing on a feat1Jr·e film _. ~'lork ing title "Door Gunner 11
• The idea was first brow;,lht to 

him O!J Bob Chenoweth, author "Arrn:.J Gunships in Viet Nam 11
, Bob served with the 120th AHC 

in i967. and is one of o•Jr members. 
Terra.nee Dil Ion Morin served as a Huel_,I loac:inaster in Borneo and has beaucoup right 

seat time. He also ma.de the first sport p~rachute j•...111p in Borne that was from a Hue'=' 
with pontoons. He spent three 1.,tears in Vietnam and stal,!ed in S. E. Asia and Europe for 
another seven 1:1ea.rs. 

After T . D. Morin found out a.bout the HarletJ Davidson motorq~cles that the guys 
57ist Trans. Det . had, that the French had left behind .. he decided to use that as the 
11hook" he needed to get Holl1J¥1ood's attention. 

When I found out about the project r wrote to T.D. Morin with the idea of doing the 
movie ab0t~t the first 1,_iea.r of the UTT in Vietnam, .and if the movie is successful, doing 
a. weekiiJ TV series using the rest of the battalions history and stories from the 1800 
people we ha:v"e l oc.a.ted so far. I've seen the TV series "China Beach" ancl "Tour of Duty11

, 

and m~ feeling is that after a few weeks they lost their story line and are in no way 
historic.a.1111- accur.a.te. It seems 1 ike a.II their main characters have been in Vietnam 
atleast 5 1,.1ears. I won't even comment on their misuse of helicopters in their TV shows, 
I'm sure 1~01J have enoui;th comment of t,Jo1Jr OJ.In. I would 1 ike to see the T'J series be bu i 1 t 
around the 1Jse of m.rr aircraft and their miss ion , not the characters. 

! n a recent 1 et ter from T. D. Morin he sa id ther·e are three star ies here that build 
simultaneousl1:1: 1. The ver:,;1 beginning of our involvement in Vietnam as advisors. 2. The 
invention and evol1Jtion of the Armed Helicopter, the best fighting machine ever made. 3. 
The "off duti,,~" exploits of the door gunners and crew members as they explore Saigon an• 
the countr-1,Js i de on their Ha.r 1 e1~s • One of the org in.al "A" mode 1 Hueys is in Hawaii being 
rebuilt for the Army museL.;m by Bob Chenoweth who is also the technical consultant for 
"Door Gunner ", see Bob Cheno•;.;eth 1 etter on page 11. 

Some of the org ina l members of the IJTT have al read1J conta.cted T. D. Mor in and a.re 
helping with their stor~. For this project to be successful and to truly tell the story 
the wa:::l it real l 1,,1 was .• I encourage a 11 the former members of the UTT to write to T. D. 
Morin and a.ssist with historica.l information and what you remember a.bout that time. And 
those of ~o•J tha.t served in Vietnam between 1961 to 1964 please write to T .D. with 
inforti<-~tion about •,,!our unit, missions, and what IJO•J remember about working with the IJTT, 
And please send me a copy for our historical files. from what I hear sane of the former 
members of the LITT are in the process of making audio tapes oi their experiences. 

I/m really excited about this project, the movie "Door Gunner 11
, and ma1,.1be, the 

follQI/.! on projects. A few of ~ou might ask what these projects might do for us as an 
Association, and I would hope this project would help us locate more of the former 
members of the 145th C.AB, it's units and Detachments. With the advertizing for a feature 
film and all the Vietnam Helicopter Vets that would go see the film, just getting listed 
in the credits with ~n address or phone number might bring in many new former members of 
the battalion. If it brings in J•Jst one special friend of one of our members it would be 
\'JiJrth the effort. 8t~t if it did nothing more th~.n show how the gunship came to be what 
kind of people it took to get the Job done, it would be worth the effort. 

I hope tha.t ~ou wil 1 be as excited a.bout this project as I am, Please take a few 
m imutes of •:iour time a.nd see if there is anything that •,_.iou might be ab 1 e to had to th is 
pro.j ect. With a.11 of us 1>1ork i ng together we should be ab I e to put together a movie where 
none of oLir people a.re for9otten. Not onl•,.1 just the pilots and crew chiefs .• but also the 
25th Inf. Door Gtmners, the roech<1.nics, POL, ATC, Medics, Cooks, etc., etc., everything 
that added to the mission and the life of the people tha.t served with the UTT and the 
units they supported. Lets see if we can paint the picture so as many of the details are 
correct as possible. In so ma.n1,,& of the movies the details are al 1 wrong , l il<e in Tour of 
Out:~, the mountains aroi_md Tan Son Nhut , the•,,! rea 11 y bug me. 

So please help out with this project a.nd send what information •,_.iou can to: Visual 
Dreams, Terrance Dillon Morin , 
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The fo ll(XlJinQ article is in anS1>ier to the man~ question about if the 145th Combat 
Av iation Battalion still exist , where it's located, and what it's doing. The 145th 
Combat A'-lla..tion Batta.lion is now called the 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, with 
the United States Arm~ Regimental System, and serves under the 1st Aviation Brigade (Air 
Ass.aul t). The 1st Bn, 145th Avn Regiment is st.at ioned ;.i,t Fort R1Jcker, Al abam.i and has 
taken over what the 6th Training Brigade had done. The mailing address is: Commander or 
Hea.dqu~.rters, 1st Batta.lion, 145th Aviation Regiment, Fort Rucker, AL 36362-5092. One 
thing ~ou will notice when entering an~ of the three main gates at Fort Rucker is the 
1st Aviation Brigade emblem on the nose of the d ispl a1~; helicopter, When I visited t he 
new musei..rn at Fort R1..icker some of the aircraft had 01.Jr unit and flight platoon marking 
on t hem. 

The 1st Batta.lion, 145th Avia.tion Regiment carries 1,r.Jith it the histor1.J of the 145th 
Combat Aviation Batt.al ion. The Chieng or Great Bronze Gong is disp l a•::ied in the 1st Bn .. 
145th Avn Re~ conferrence room al on•::i l-'1 i th some other art if acts. 

1=t B.a. tt.a. l i •:::::>n 
145th Aviation Regiment 

The 145th Aviation 8attal ion was const i t•.ited on 28 Auaust 1963 and activated in the 
Republic of ',.Jietnam on 24 September 1963 t'rom the a.ssets of' the 45th Transportation 
Battalion <Transport Aircraft). The 145th Avn Bn remained in Vietnam until 2 April 1972 
and 1,r.ias stationed a.t Ta.n Son Nhut, then Bien Hoa, then Long Binh. The 145th Avn Bn was 
stationed stateside until it was inactivated on 30 September 1982. Redesignated on 2 
October 1988 as the 145th Aviation Regiment , a parent regiment under the United States 
Arm\:l Reg imenta l S1Jstern , the ist Bat ta 1 ion, 145th A'v' i at ion Regiment, was headq1..Jartered at 
Fort Rucker, Alaba.ma, with its current mission under tho? Training and Doctrine Command. 

MISSION: The 1-i45th Aviation provides con1flla.nd a.nd control -for the ad'ninistr at i on, 
training, and operationa.l support of U.S. students attending the Aviation Officer Basic 
Course, the l;Ja rr.ant Officer Candidate School a.nd the Initia.l Entr1j RotarrJ Wing Course as 
wel 1 a.s supporting al 1 interna.tiona.l stuc~ents .at Fort Rucker. The batta.l ion has six 
1 ettered campa.n i es. 

A Comp.:i.n1.,1: .ai:iministers the Arm•.J's six week Warrant Officer Candidate School. After 
~raduat ion t'rom this rigorous school, the Wa.rr~nt Officer Candidates <WOCs) attend the 
te::hr.ica,l training for their respective specialties prior to .appointment as warrant 
oft' icers. l..JOCs entering av i-:i.t ion ~<1i11 progress to B Cc~11p.an•J · 

B Comparn,i : The WOCs In it i a. l Entr1.J Rotar1~1 Wing < I E~:t.J) Course at B Compam,t begins 
with the pr iroary phase in the IJH-i a.nd cont in•.Jes thror.1gh instr1.m1ent qua l it' icat ion, In 
.;.;.ddition to the flight tra.ining, the WOC:s continue to receive professional development 
training from the compa.n\:l cadre. Th is pha.se of training la.st t'or 20 1.-'leeks. 

C Compa.n•.J: WOCs progress to C C1::irt1pa.n1~~ for the Multi trad: phase of instruct ion. The 
C Comp-J.111,,1 cadre provides the final professional de-velopment and counse l irrg to prep.are 
the WOCs for appo intment .as Anm,i A·,,.,ia.t ion 1,..Jarrant Officers. During this pha,se of f l ight 
tra in ing. the students are tracked into one of fot.ir airer.a.ft: UH-1 , OH-58 , UH-E.0, or 
AH-1. Tra i ning is from 16 to 20 1,-Jeeks dependinQ on the t1:1pe of aircraft in which the 
student is trained. 

D C•:x-np'1n~: a.dministers the nine 1,r.1eek t:.""v·iation Offict-rs Basic Coi.1rse (AJ..JOBO which 
consists of two phases. The first phase is fat~r weeks and concentrates on combined arms 
ta.ctic.:i.1 oper.a.tions . After the completion of the first ph.a.se, the students are 
transferred to E Compa.n1J for attendance of IERI.\). After IERW , the students ret1.Jrn to D 
Compa.n1:1 to complete the 5 112 week long second phase. In this phase, the l 1eutenants 
recei·.,1e tra in ing to prethem to meet the technic.:i.l requirements of' a jw1ior leader in .a.n 
av i a.ti on 1.m it . On 1 ~ after comp 1 et i nqi this s econd pha.se w i l l a l i eutenant be awarded 
a.v iator wings. 

E Compa.n1~1: provides the comma.nd and control for a.11 officers attendinQ the Initial 
Entri,,i Rota.r!J Wing C IER!;)) course. IERW is 36 to 40 weeks depending 1.Jpon the t •Jpe of 
aircraft in which the student is trained. 

F Compan1-::1: is the Interna.tional Mil ita.ri.J Student Officer compa.ny and is responsib l e 
for at:ininistrat-ion of all international sh.idents on Fort R1.Acker. 
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CO L OR T-SHIRTS 
The T-shirts sell for $13 each. ~ are in ~ ori.Qinal unit patch desians and col ors as close 

as I can. Theu are printed on rinoer tupe T-shirts. that's white T-shirts with dark blue around the 
nee~ i§O sleeves. These T-sh irts al"e printed 1<1ith Association moneu and all moneu frcx:i the T-shirts 
QD to ~the Association to help with ex~nses. So if ucu can, please order cne, they are also qreat 
advertisino for locatina new members for o:~r Ass01::iation. The letterino outside the Association and 
Unit desicns are printed in black in~. The pictures at th~ bott1J11 of th is paqe are bl ack and white 
bec~use this copu machine doesnrt print color b:..it piea.se tru to imaqine th8tl in co lor. [ have 
.!sstaned stock rn..mber-s to the ~esians for easier oN:!e.-ina and fil l inq of orders. Please tru to use 
trn:! stock nunbers. I will tru to sfodc tha in M~it..'ti. Larae . XL. XXL. XXXL. The Associat ion T-shirt 
desian is the unoffici 1l 145th C.A.B. "First In Vietn2.il" des ian. It is intended for use bu ever-~ 
eltaible to be a mBnber or associate~ of ou.~ Association. I would Like to se<:> ~~have an 
Assoc iation T-shirt ar.d a unit T-shirt for th2ir tL~it. 

To order see order form inserted in ne;i;sLette:-. Thank tmu. and please send uour order t odau. 
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NEW PEOPLE LOCATED LIST 
16 August 1990 

The list is arranged chronologically b14 unit. I arr< ~ the list as accurately as 
possible with the information I have, some people I onls,,I havt:? the !Jear they entered 
Vietnam, others I ha.vi:? the comp 1 ete date. I wou 1 d 1 i ke to h-3.Ve at least the month and 
~ear in and out of the unit, if possible. I tried to list peoplt:?'s rank in one of three 
categories, OF=Officer, WO~arrant Officer, or EM=Enlisted Men. Please check the list 
for accuracy, please notify me of any mistakes or blank spaces. The * beside the rank 
denotes those who have sent in their annual dues alre~_chJ. Note the date on the top of 
the page. Srnie of the people 1 isted have a_ new a.ddress so use this as ~-n update to the 
Directory. Thank You 
lRiIT LAST tM r IRST PWiE STR£fT cm sr z IP ptlJ£ DATE DATE RAii( 

lf\ROLl) s 
IRVIN l 
mamw 
iIDB!f( f 
~YNE 
Jlk<iffii H (JOOY 
JAMES J 
DOOaAS 0 
~WV::S 0 
ROBfITT K 
ORIN 
LTC 6£0R6£ W 
t1ICHA£l 
R£CW!RD F 
JOHN RAY 
C.tW> 
MICHA£l 
JOM!i MY 
KHt 
CWlRLES L 
LT6 JMS E 
~l 
Fm 
JERRY 
JMS J 
JCrmHY 
~~ 
Xt"lES E 
JIK:S A 
RUBERT 
BOOBY F 
WIYNE 
WILLUfl R 
Rro.M 
TH!l1AS 
~D 
PAKDY 
COL 6El~G£ 
mt.IRICE A 
LAA<.:E 
V£Rtl 
IBL~ 
STEVE 
ROSf...RT P 
EVMS 
JAC.K 
WALTER H 
STEMM LEE 
GARY l 
6AL£ c 
RIC!Will 8 
JI!'\ 
CW4 Wlllwt 6 
6EOR6E w 
ROD 
ROY C 
IRVIN L 
li!Jl'W.I) c 
Ctf'.\D 
ROBERT S 
C!Wtl.ES f 
ct-MES[) 
CUL JOE 

EHT£RPR Ist Al 3633> 
IW..F.V UlE AL 36322 
Ctt ICAl..10 IL ro633 
OOERPR IZE Al 3bn:> 
SAHDY 00 97055 
tDn.ULU HI 96815 
SAM AITTONIO TX 7~ 

.~ Tii 30018 
OOERPRISE Al 3633> 
EHITRPR ISE AL 3633> 
(JZAfl.1( Al 36360 
OZARK AL 36360 
OZARI< AL 363© 
!W.BIIll.E AL 36322 
ENTERPRISE AL 363:J> 
OllttfA!t o:c 73533 
FAtt.4000 HJ 07023 
ENfERPR [st Al. 3633) 
TEXAAKANA TX 75503 
Rlh...~ HJ 07456 
FORT ti:AD£ It> 20755 
BOZiWt MT 59715 
JO!t-Sfoti SC 29832 
FRfDERICK MD 21701 
FORT BELIJOIR 'XI 220ro 
COll~US fA 31«J06 
HIGH Rll)l.Jt Kl ~ 
flm:RPR [SE Al 36:m 
Ff WID! TX 76137 
f;fR lt18Fl£LO \Xi 22152 
OOERPR IZ£ Al 363l> 
~y 00 97055 
FAIRFAX STATIOO \Xi 22039 
~ Al~71 
FA IRFl\X SfATIOH \Xi 22039 
~ Fl32810 
APO Sf ~ 
{lP{) tiY 09128 
W\RRIHbf(Jt IL fm10 
~ fA3H1~ 
AHODWJE M 99515 
{)l()_fff}fi CITY llC 73162 

Sl"EM!rnT SPR IKGS CO 00477 
llUVERSAI... C ITT TX 781 
S l£RF1i VISTA If!_ 85636 
~ fA310 
lllARK Al. ?.6360 
H£ND£RSl)i lfJ 89014 
TEHPlE TERRAC£ FL 33617 
flWl(L Ift - PA 

ROUlt) t.m: BEACH IL 60073 
IA!\Rllll5TOl1 PA 1611 
OZARK Al. 36300 
ST tWIT IHJ Il..L£ lA 
P£HSACfilA FL ~ 
UlAAl< Al 363 
~IUE AL 
OOERPR ISE Al 
CrtJCCAH (I{ 
PFLU!iERV lll.E TX 
EM1IRPR ISE Al 
W illl DtSTOO 0£ 1 
ClltCUMTI <Ji 452 

1%2 1%3 w 
1963 1%4 OH 
1%3 1%4 EHi 
1%6 1%7 Of 
1966 1967 B1 
1971 1971 Off 
1965 1965 fF• 
1968 1969 OH 
1969 1969 IF 
1969 1970 B1 
1970 1970 B1 
1967 1%8 OF 
1%9 1970 WO 
1%2 1%3 WO 
1%4 1%5 WO 
1%3 1%4 WO 
1964 1965 
1%4 1965 w 
1%4 1965 
1964 1965 WO 
1964 1965 OF 
1%4 1965 WO 
1%.S 1%6 
1%:> 1965 WO 
1965 1966 WO 
1965 1%6 
1%5 19 
1966 1967 WO 
1966 1967 WO 
1%6 1967 OF 
1966 1967 IF 
1966 1967 EH 
1967 1968 OF 
1%7 1968 
1967 1968 OF 
1967 1967 {I' 
1967 1968 WO 
1967 1968 w 
1967 1968 WO 
1967 1968 w 
1967 1968 Of 
1967 1968 {I" 
1967 1968 w 
1967 1%8 WO 
1967 1968 (}ff 
1967 1968 WO 
1968 1969 Of 
1%9 197Q WO 
1969 1970 WO 
1969 1970 WO 
1970 1970 WO 
1970 1971 fJtl 
1964 1965 WO 
1970 1971 Oft 
1%11962 Oft 
1%2 1963 WO 
1%3 1963 (J"I 
1963 1%4 ()f 
1963 1964 WO 
1963 1964 {l'I 
1971 1972 w 
1971 1972 Oft 
1%3 1%4 Oft 



12Wte ~.Jil.S 
121AHC MESSA 
121AttC WH IDJORTH 
121AHC ADAi1S 
121AHC CliS ICK 
1M-ie STARKEY 
1~C &.IITZER 
147AVN CMBEl.L 
1~ Pfil 
1~ CflJEtf:Y 
.1mtc WYNXOOP 
imle YA.ffDA 
1~ D'~Y 
1~.i+.: L06AN 
lffT WRISHT 
IHT F~ 
lITT HICW\L 
UTT lllff SfUTlfR 
lITT wrn<S 
lfIT KINS 
UTT-197 1Aki IHTAHC£ 
19'/AHC DUFF 
197AHC MOKRZYCt<I 
~ CITTLIP 
33W!C ~Tl.ER 
33'1AHC JORDAN 
334AOC Ill\ LllffMCE 
21~1tC AU.EH 

Tl«MS A 
PAIJL l 
i:HLLOO E 
HUC-tt W 
Mta?la F 
RICHARD C 
000 R 
RICW\IID L 
STE:PHE:ff 
ROBOO' p 
ROBE:RT 
MELVIN L 
Jl!K:S F 
JIBIT!Wt 

RrCWIRD~ JMSA 
l.H. <M 
BERMm> E 
JIM i> 
~ 
ROMl..D w 
JOHti 
TH!W!S J 
TH!WIS B 
HWAlID 
JOftl D 
ROMIJ) W 
ROBERT T 

&~ 
lA 70460 
TN mfl:J 
VA 23229 
fil.. 35741 
(i/,_ 8:>929 
Al 36360 
Al 36:m 
Al 3533:) 
TX 78148 
Al 36n> 
Al 36:m 
CA m37 
('A 95706 
& 36330 
AL 36360 
& 36330 
Al 36360 
Al 36322 
Al 364::D 
TX 76710 
VA 22003 
Al 363© 
LA 70017 
FL 32810 
\A 92669 
TX 76710 
TX 

LAST MINUTE NOTES 
"OLD l.....JARR IOR" 

1%4 1%5 Ill 
1%4 1%5 WI 
196-5 1%6 (J't 
1%8 1%9 IH 
1%9 197V 81• 
1%7 1%8 
1%7 1%8 w 
1970 1970 Of 
1967 1%8 Ill 
1%7 1%8 w 
1%7 1%8 w 
1%7 1%8 w 
1%8 1%9 .. 
1969 1970 w 
1%2 1963 l«l 
1%3 1%4 EM 
1%3 1%4 Ill 
1%4 1%5 B1 
1964 1%5 Of 
1%4 1965 Wt 
1965 1966 w 
1965 1966 CJ'• 
1966 1967 w 
1966 1967 (J'• 
1967 1967 Of 
1967 1968 
1968 1969 w 
1969 1971 EM 

A few people have a.sked whu the newsletter is called "Old Warrior". The newsletter 
is called Old Warrior beca.use th.at was the battalion call sian that I remember. I 
ched:ed the VHPA list of ca.11 signs and theu list that the 145th used, Iraquois in 
fA-65, Red Bird in 66, a.nd Old W.a.rrior in 70-72. In the pictr...ires tha.t LTC Deets sent in, 
Old Wa.rrior is written on the nose cover of his Aircraft in 1967-68. So the name of the 
newsletter "Old ~-!arrior" referres to the Batt.a.lion callsign a.nd not our a.ges • 

. TOP TIGER #069 
The ffrst letter in the Readers Response pa.rt of the newsletter, page 2, sent in by 

Walter Warren ask 11-ihat ever h.:.i.ppened to his '3.ircra.ft. When I visited Fort Rucker in 
Julu .. I had dinner ;1.Jith Cpt (then) Ro•Jer Dillow. I showed him 1>ihat I had p•.Jt toaether 
for· - the Readers Response sect ion . He sj. id he remembered i....1a1 ter 1,..Jarren ver1.1 well and made 
s1...<re he had his current address .:i.nd phone rn.;inber. Roger sa. id that H069 was at Fort 
Rucker in 1969. Roaer Dillow is now a ci·v'il ia.n fl iaht instrL1ctor a.ncl about to retire as 
a LTC fran the Arm~ Reserves. And h.as volunteered for our 1991 Re1 .. mion Committee. 

LI FE t-1Et-1BERSH IP 
Sorne of our members h.ave as){ed «bout Life Memi:>ersh ips and at o:...ir next Reunion , 

June 7th, 8th, and 9tf1 , 1991 a.i:. Oza.rk, AL., hopefr_~llu we will set 'JP our Life 
Membership. One suagestion was $150 for the Life Membership, but that will have to be 
de-cided at thg next. reunion. I ha:.,1e been tell ina those that ask, that what ever theu p~u 
in membership dues before that time will be p1:Jt toward their Life Membership. Let me 
knot,! what you th ink abc11.,1t th is . 

PHONE BOOJ.<S 
. . You ma1::l notice that m.a.ny of the new people located above a.re from the Fort R•.Jcker. 

R1 ab~IJ1a. area. When I was .3.t Fort Rucker in .July I happen to get a phone book from that 
area. I 1JJas a.bl e. to locate 25 more people bll check inq the phone book a.ga ints the 3900 
n;,iJoes on the he-1 p find l i st. As more names -come in from o 1 d copies of orders I w i 11 
check for them al so. At the current time I ha·ve phone books for a.bout 30 cities, I would 
l i k~ to have a iJhone boo!<: from most of the cities in the U. S, The idea. be ina to check 
the phone books· from mil itar1,,i base tmms for a.11 the people on the help find list and 
check the non-mi 1 i t .:i.ru base c i ti es for a 1 l the names on the l i st that ~-.ie know were from 
tti.at state. If 1:1ou ha,:1e a.n extra phone tuJo!.::, even a. 1:1ea.r or ti..10 old, that you can get to 
rne it l,\JO:..;lci be helpful, to sa.ve ma.il inq cost just brinq it to me a.t our ne><t reunion. 
I·'m also looldno for voiunteers t•J looi.:-up phone numbers in their loc.al phone books, if 
1,,iou 1t1oulcl be wifl inq to do th.at I will send ~lO•J the names to look for. 

~TAMES R THORNE 
You ~"ill .a.lso not.ice m.~n•.J 01ore r,eople from the 118th AHC have been located and I 

want to th.ank .J.a~'Ttes R Thorne and Bi 11 Wieland from the 118th for giving of their time to 
1 oca te these pe•JP I e. I ts not e.a.s1_; and their doing a area t job. Man1,;1 of th~ pilots of the 
i18th will be Qettino tooether the 7th, 8th, and 9tn of September 1990 in Atlant.a, GA. 
Hopefullu •.J.le ,,,.,111 ciet a-lot of information on 1,t.1ho served on ~\lh ich aircraft and where 
mere of the 118th ~eople can be found. 
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F LIN D RA I SERS 

1,..)e ha.ve a. fe• ... i on qo i ng f'u n d r.3. i sers • the p urpose of t h ese is t o r a. i se 
operat tna funds for the assoc ra.t 1on a.nct to provide ~ou with i terns i,,.iou 
m iaht l 1ke . t.Je need the mone 1.,_1 and ha.te to b ea -for it . Membership f orms f o r 
those 1.•Jho need to ,10 in or r e new their membersh lP is on the t op of t he 
order f orm inserted 1n the n ei,.Jsletter. Plea.se help us ~row . 

TOP T IG E R PATCHES 

Ga.r~~ Al 1 is".>n had 2CO Top T iq.er patches made •Jp. the·~~ sell for $ 4 ea.ch. He dona ted 
the l ast 10 to the association , He funded t h is project t~ith his own money. After this 
pr:J.ject is comp l eted we hope to be a.b1e t•:i ha.Ye patches ma.de f or the other 1.Jnits . 
Hopefull •,.J the a.ssoc iati on !.>.;ill be .3.ble t o fund thes e projects. t he demand and the 
a.va1labil it!J i::if a patch ~11ill deter1T1ine •>1hich pa.tch we have done nex t . See order form 
i nser t ed in newsletter. 

Da.vid E·.,,a.ns ha.d 200 Thunderbird. " I t Shall Be Done" pat ches made 1.ip . the1,1 s ell for 
S4 each . Any profi ts he is donat ing t o the Association . The patches look grea t. You can 
order t hem b:..1 writina to: David Evans. 29609 Bock St. Ga.rden Cit1,,1 . Ml 48 135. Or s end 
order f orm inserted in newsletter. Include 1.io:.w name and m.3.i l inq address wi th the $4 
each. 

CASSETT E T A P E 

The tapes "Bien Hoa Attack. Tet .Jan. 31. 1968" a.nd " Combat Assault 190th Avn. Co . 
<Gunship)" I put on one tape . Bien Hoa At tack on one side a nd 190th 61 . .mships on the 
other. and ca.11 ina it "Ba.ttl e of 8 ien Hoa and Gunship Act ion ". At t he 87 Reunion we were 
sel 1 ing these for $10 ea.ch . the1J ha.ve been put on one t ape t hat we ar e s elling f or $ 15 
as a. fund raiser. This combined t..3.pe has been ver•,t popular with a ll who hav e heard it 
and I r ecorrimend i t to everyooe who serve d at Bi en Hoa or a ni.,1one who served with a 
he l icopter emit. Order one. t h i nk l}O•J t.iJil l like it . See order form inserted in 
newsletter . 

C olo r T-Shirt:s 

I now have t he color T-shirt made o f t he origina l IJTT desi~n . the one with the 
he l i copter on i t .:i.nd the UTT T-shirt t.LJ i t h Pega.s•Js <the f l t,.i i nq hor se) on i t a nd the 197th 
desi\]n <Pegasus with the 68 a.nd 197 a.dde d > . we also now have f ul l c o l or T- s h i r ts for t he 
:i.20th AHC and 121st.. AHC , t hese designs are readt.J to be ma i 1 ed out whe n I receive ""our 
order . These designs are printed on the front o f a wh ite T-shirt a bout 12" h ii;ih 
including the l e tterin9 a.nd a.re i n color a.s close as ca.n be matched to t he orig ina l 
color. The cost is $ i3 each and al l prof its ~o to t he Association . See pa~e 20 o f th is 
newsletter for more details .ancl pict ures. Use order form inserted in news letter. Send 
order to : i4Sth CABVA. 3719 Fores t Hill Ave,. Fort Wa.1,1ne. rti 46805 

The Associ~tion T-shirts are read•J to be r1la.iled as soon as I r eceive ~our orde r . I 
th i nk tl1e1,.1 ~! i 11 90 rea l fa.st. When the current stock r 1Jns ou t l '1 l pr int mor e, s o 
del •veru tirne should be short. The•"! have t he 145th "First in Vietnam " pa tch des i gn "-li th 
A.:;socia.t1on written bel ow . .and in co l or. 

I .,;.m n~J al ~·:.i t?.king orders for the 135th AHC unit T-shirt desicm. 
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