
The 145th Combat Av iat i on Battalion <Vietnam) As sociation i s a 
fraterna l Veterans org3nization filed under IRS Code section 501(c)19. We 
are estab lished for the purpose of holdina reunions , writ1nq unit a nd 
bat .-f:..a.l ion h i stor 1:_1 , a n d t o re- esta blish the c omra dery o f the Battal 1on, 
·units and Detacnnents associa ted wi t h the 145th CAB , (45th Trans BN in the 
'?<1r1 y da ys) . t..Je are trying to 1 oca t e everyone who served with the 145th 
Combat Av i ation Battal ton and the 45th Transportation Battalion in 
'v' ietn am, the •.mi t s 1 i s ted below : 

Aviation Companies 
HHC 147th 
18th 184th 
25th 190th 
68th UTI68th 
71 st 197th 
74th 334th 
117th 213th 
118th 242nd 
119th 335th 
12oth CO.A 82nd 
121st CO.A 501st 
135th 57th MED DET 

Transportation Companies 

8th 81st 
33rd 93rd 
57th 339th 

And all dotachments 
of these units 

Ma ny of these units served with the 145th Battalion for just a short 
t ime in Vietnam. To truly re-es tablish the comradery of the units we 
welcome, and hope for , eve ryone assigned to these units to join in with 
us . To us a unit is a unit no matter what other Battalions it may have 
been ass i gned to before or a fter serv ing with the 145th. 
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1-219-483-5149 

We have had a very good responce in rene.fi.ng memberships and joining the Association. but 
we sti l l spent more in 1990 then we took in. If you check the mailing label of this newsletter , 
you will see your membership status. The mailing label will say Member. or Please~ .. or 
Please jo in . If it says Please renew or Please j o in then please send in your $10 lllellbership dues 
so we can keep l ocating new people. Sane people have asked fora raninder of when their dues are 
due and the ind ividual mailing label is the easiest way. The 89-90 membership year expired on 1 
Jul y .. so check your membership card and please renew if ' it expired in July 1990. 

I think I wi ll actually get th is newsletter out on time. If it seems like these newsletters 
a.re close together i t s because the last one was so late. In 1991 I will try to have each of the 
news l etters out on time. 

The T- sh i r t sells have been going real well especially the Association design. Along with 
t he Assoc iation .. we also have unit T-shirts for. the 68AHC .. 118AHC. 12<W-IC .. i21AHC,. 135AHC,. 
190AHC, 1m, 19"7t h, and 334AHC , and I'm working on the design for the 71AHC. For more de-tails on 
t he T-sh irt designs see pages i9 and 20. And I'm 1#.lrking on more of the unit T-shirt. designs,. 
let me know which des ign you want me to work on next. 

You wi U notice that sta.rting on page 2,. is a section called Readers Response~ [ look 
forward to receiv ing your response from this newsletter and hope to find many more of the 
deta ils of our history in your responses. So send in ~tever info you can and of course we are 
a lways interest in any remarks you may . have. The Readers Response section of the newsletter is 
your section .. wr itten by you, I ~ill put in almost everything you send in ,. unl ess I feel that 
you d idn ' t want i t put in, space permitt ing, if you mar k it for the R R section or not for the R 
R sect ion i t will hel p. Let me icl'}{M H you think there is to many Editorial Notes,. most are .to 
expl a in why I do t h ings cert a in ways or give credit where credit is due. Writing the · Readers 
Response sect ion g ives me a chance to catch up on the mailp if you have written in your letter 
and answer is probably in that section. 

I have gotten many pos i tive cooments about the articles about the Battalion HistOMJ.- so the 
ar t ic l e cont inues in this newsletter on page 14 .. 15 .. 16 & 17. The art icle deals ~ith the .time 
per iod 10-20 J 1..ane 1965. If you woJJld l ike to see more details on your ti~ with the 145th please 
send in any information you c an . Remember I was there in 69-70 and that's the only time period 
that I can rananber, s o please put in as many deta il s as possible. And for those of you who 
served with a un i t before or a.ft E<r it ~as assigned to the 145th please ser.d me inf o on your unit 
sp I ca.n cover than better. My h istor ical inf ormation f ile is still very t hin after Tet of 1968, 
so pl ease send me any information you can .. try to put as close a historica l date on it as you 
can. 

If any of you have aniJ sets of orders t hat has any infonnat ion about anyone who served with. 
t he units l isted on the ccr¥er of the ~sietter please send me a copJ~ if you haven't done so 
already. The info."'ffiation may help l ocate them. If you have any old address please send t hela • I 
need al l t he inf ormat ion you can send. If you have any a.Trent address or c~ get any current 

~ address , I will put them on the newsl etter mailing lis t . I would appreciate it i f you coul ~ copy 
t he top of the cover page and post i t aro~ere some of our fonl!er members may be .. VfWs ,. ~­
Leg., Military Pos t , Guard Units, etc., etc . 

This ne¥1sletter contains al l the information about our 1991 Reunion, and includes forms for 
you t o send in to the Reun ion Committee . rt wil l r eal l y help the Reun ion Conn it tee if you send 
t he forms in as s oon as possible <ASAP). There is information a.bout the back-up hotels and 
campgrounds ~ the Hol ida.y Inn is fill i.ng up fast . I talked tt1 ith Gen Kenipi a f ew days ago and the 
Co;miittee is really working to put t o.Jether a f ine Reun ion for us . Ther e is a good poss ibl ity ~ 
could have over 500 people attend the Reunion including fam ily members. We have about 110 former 
members of the Battal ion that l ive with in a 45 minute drive of Fort Rucker . SEE PAGES 9-13. 

r hope you enjoy this newsletter .. I tried t o put in many interesting art icles. Please let 
me Krl(Jl;,I what you think, pos itive or negat ive ') If 'you have anything you think NOUl d be of 
i.nterest please send i t in . r would apprec iaw i.t. 
P.:iqe 1 Thank You James L Bodkin 
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READERS RESPONSE 
Here a.re SCJme of the letters I have r-eceived since the last newsletter-a I thank all tllho ..-ote in 
and I invite everyone to write in. I think this is the best part of the newsletter. · Please read 
the letters, I think you will find thm very interesting. And this is a.bout the only way that I 
get caught up on answering most o.f the mail. So please M.'.ad on for the answers to the letters. 

Dear Jim & Deb; We are looking forward to June with eager anticipation - I think this one will be ' 
a blockbuster. Have located only 2 that I don't see on the l ast roster: Ori ie J Uudet:wood <Jill>. 
wife Glynda .. - 118th ,AHC 1966 ".Jor 
C.O., and James J Ransbotham, wife 28304-2930 Ph 

Exec Off o 145th <:.A.B. 1968-69u I gave both applications for 11et11bership aa.ybe they 
have joined by now. Also sent info and application to Michael Lindell - he is already on the 
Roster a.s r.un-mallber. I have reservation at Holiday Inn - spoke with Charles Haney - he also has 
reservation. George (Mens 
(Editor ial t'..ote> Thank you George, Jim Underwood and James Ransbotham have both been added to the 
maili.ng list_. I sent both of them a newsletter vole 15 and a 90-91 Directory. Hopefully both will 
be at the "91 Ret.mion, sounds like the hotel is fill ir.9 up fast. In the next letter you will read 
that Michael Lindell. 's HG unit was activated and he is back on active duty at Fort Bragg .. I sent 
a newsletter and Directory to him a.t his home address. I wanted to let him know that his friends 
from the Vietnam War raaember him,. before he's in the middle of the next war, that we support hill 
and hope for his safe return home. 

Dear Jim, Have enclosed a check for 145th Asso retlEMal. Hope it brings me up to date. -Have also 
thN:Mn in a couple or so photos I took of the Aviation Huset.n last Jtme. I most always make the 
W-4 reunion there. looking forward to seeing you next year. My current telephone nLDber is (703) 
491-6c..'>BS. The one sha.:n in the Directory is an old one. One of our old 68th pilots CbS--66> Hi.Ice 
Lindell, is back on active duty at Fort Bragg. His NG outfit got activated! Also Jim, there is a 
miss-spelling of a. name in the directory Fr anlc Rush C68th) should be Rusk. Talked to Frank a few 
days ago, he is f ighting a second bout with cancer. Hopefully in N11ission a second time! As 
Always .. John Hope the whole fam ily has a wonderful ChrisUna.s and best wishes for ·the Hew Year. 
John & Barbara 'La.nqwasser 
<EDITORIAL NOTE> Dear Jam, I received your Christmas card yesterday a.nd inclosed goo will find 
your new membership good till July 1992. Thank: you for renewing your membership .. that's ""1at keep 
our people located list growing . Deb and I were at Fort Rudcer the la.st part o-t July 1990 and we 
really liked the new museum. ['m sure everyone at the reunion that tours the new · 111.1seum· will 
~njoy it. I'm looking forward to seeing you at the resJnion, we've cmie a long way frm the Net 
and muddy t~t in Kokomo 1986. I'm glad General Kengon could get our reunion set for the sa.e 
time as the W-4 Convention. I have corrected the spelling of Frank Rusk name for the next 
printing of the directory .. as well as your phone. nunber. And [ put Frank back on our nt'WSletter 
mailing Hst, hopefully he will enjoy reading the newsletter while beating the cancer. The last 
newsletter 111-a.iled out has an article and survet,1 about cancer .. maybe he Nill be able ·to shed sane 
light on what kinds o-f cancer to look for and what warning signs there are. I've talked and 
corresponed with Bob Wright a few times . in the last couple of 1tOnths,. he really needs sme aoral 
support now. His mother was kilie~ btJ a burgler around the first pa.rt of Oct. The killer NaS 
caught and r~ they have the ordeal of the trial. NcM Bob has to deal Mith his anger about the 
murder of his mother as well as his PTSD. Bob will be in the VA hospital fran 26 Dec 90 to 9 Jan 
91. His add. .. ess there is: Bob Wright,. V.AJ'1.C. Ward 8,. Northampton.. ft'.\ 01060. AH.er that he will 
be bade at hane. Bob Wright, - • Bob says his 
faith in God and the st41port of his family and special friends is all tha.t is getting him -~ 
this. You might want to drop h im a 1 ine every now and then and let him know we care about h is 
well being. 

Dear Jim, How are you? I'm doing a 1 ittle better. They changed llY llledication a couple times to 
help me after the murder of my 11K1ther. The new meds made things NOrSt !aellaril and Prolixon>, I 
went off them after 1-2 weeks. Now I'm still very depressed, isolated, anxious and on the verge 
of rage due to suppressed anger from Nam and the intrder. I sleep erractically with troubling 
dreams and nightmares but usually wake between 3 and 4 thrashing, crying and angry . We're <wife & 
sons) are getting closer to God and are getting strength fnn Him. Our faith is a big help. My 
wife bought me a display case for all my military medals, ribbons , patches, badges, etc. Along 
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with framed Honorable Disc~ <one fraa active Anny and one frm 6 years in the 6uard) 1.'m 
guing to display this on the wall wer my T .V .. in the living roca. ['• also including bl~ of 
sane s l ides fran Nam. Jim, what l'ci la.eking is a battalion crest pin <preferrably the one w used 
in 65-67> to include in the display, mine t1as lost in the shuffle over the years. If you could 
help out by Christmas I'd appreciate it, if you can't cme up 111ith the older, original version 

'" I ' ll settle for the one uS-00 later,. the one you use on mr newsletters and llE!llbership card. 
Whatever it cost, let me know and I' 11 forward it to you. I'• due to go back into · the 
Horthallpton ,. Wt V..A.H.C. PTSD lttIT 12/26.190 - V09/91. This is to help me deal with 11Y aother's 

• ratii'der and hal!I it qets a ll mixed up with Hall in my head. Would appreciate cards or letters frm 
Association members ldiile in the hospital,. address is : Bob Wri~t,. VJ.'tiC,. W.ird B,. Horthaapton,. ·HA 
010fi0. I met a guy named Danny the other day who served with the 120th, ga.ve him gour address, 
phone number and explained a little about the Association. The other guy,. Wayne '-:~" Mm also 
served "'1ith the 12.0th was very appreciative of your quick response of a raisletter and· is ·eager · 
to -get involved in the Association. Will sign off now. God bless you and yow' family and have a 
wonderful Christmas. YOl.r Friend, Bob Wright 
P.S. You can print this letter if you want. Thanks for all your caring and suppcrt, Jim. Say HI 
to Deb. 
<EDITORIAL NOTE) I called and tallced Ni.th Bob, ~ needs 0tr caring and support "'*· I feel ~t 
is the least I can do for a friend and brother Vet. When l first made cooU.ct with -Bob· in !'86 
Eob "'25 working very hard to help other Vietnam Vets and everything uas going pretty .ell · in his 
life. Bob 11JaS very willing and helplul in locating more people and helping to~, otr 'fi.rsi 
reunion together. A few weeks before our first reunion Bob called and asked llll'lat RS planfted ·to ·· 
keep us in coota.d after the rewtion. fiany .of the ideas for CM.W" Association ame frm Bob~ The 
next year everything seem to fall apart for Bob. Its been a long tMrd ~ttle for Bob fighting' his · 
~Y back up, I've knoNn ma.r11J that lllOUld have given up, but Bob is a fighter. I'• sire- Bob •ill 
make it bad< up on top. Just when things were starting to SllOOth out for Bob, his ll!Other"t11aS ·­
murdered. All I can do is to offer Bob sme moral support and be here- whefl he needs 11e. · Any 
encouragement you can offer him will be verl kcrae. He needs our iaoral support "°"'· His address 
is: - - Let let him know we care- abou\ ·'04.r 
brother Vets. I wasn't able to help Bob o with the Bn crest for the display, if anyone can 
please l e t him know. 

Dear Jim I would 1 ilce to express my sincere thanks to you. because of ip.r efforts in responding 
to a request I ma.de a ti.+tile ago,. I had a very pleasant surprise. I was sitting in my den watching 
T . IJ . one night when the phone rang . I let the answering •achine get it. Hy da1.9lter- o:nes 
dol:mstairs to tell me I had a phone call frua saneone in Alabaaa. This was quite a surprise since 
I don 't know anyone fran Alabama. Much to mtj Strprise it was Roger Dillow my pilot in tta.. I 
ilmediately called him bade and we spent an hour or so on the phone. I'm looking forward to 
meeting up with him and others fran the 68th at our ne>Ct Reunion. So Ji11 once again thank you for 
iaa.king this wssible . In appreciation please accept my small donation to the Associat ion. Good 
luck and keep up the great work you are doing. Thanks Again, Walter Warren 
CEDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you Walter for the $15 donation. MON you really know why ..e have our 
Association, t o reunite old friends and have reunions, on the phone and/or in person. That's lillhat 
makes all the work worthwhile, and I pass on the thanks to a ll those who help locate IAOre people 
for us. Most of the work of locating more people for us is done by otr members ~ very sel~ 
get g1Jdl credit, so to all those, I say thank you and I pass along W.a.Ite.-s thanks. Each tiae [ 

"' print a Hew People Located I ist in the newsletter many of our m..."!llbers have a small reunion with a 
very good fri~nd frm many years a.go. Every ruM and then SGJleOfle will ..,. ite in and tell about a 
s pec ial call t hey received , it happens hundreds of ti.-ues a year, that's what keeps our 
Association worthto:lhile . Thank you Walter. 

Dear Debbie & J.iln, Our family wishes you and yours a. very special- Herry Christina.s and prosperous 
Hew Year~!~ Both of yoo have done an outstandi.flg .iob. a job- above and beyond the call of duty . 
Mahala and Mele. Kai ifc iinaka and Haua.l i Hakahihi Hou. Ruth & Stan Takeuchi 
CEDITORIAL HOT£) Thank yoo Ruth & Stan. Ea.ch ye.ar "1e get llMMJ many Christ.as cards frm 
Association maabers and we appreciate thaa all . Sane express best wishes, others have short 
notes , and other contain letters. All of then let us know that they are thinking of us. I want to 
thank all of you who have sent car ds, we a.re thinking of you too, and wish you all the best 
through out t~ year. They make me feel very special,. and show the closeness of 0tr Association,. 
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as in comparison to national offices of. V.F.W.s, D.A.V.s, and American Legions. As far as the 
••above and beyond tr-.e call of duty0 

.. I'm just following an idea.. a dream.. I had as I "1fa.S 

preparing to leave Vietnam, that sane day we could all get together again, in a peaceful relaxed 
surrounding. My biggest wish is that more of us be able to get together,. all of us. The saddest 
part is that not all of us made it bac=k hane. And that many of those that have made it bade hone 
have not gotten the peace and jos,ges that life should bring. The best part is that so many have 
joined ar.d share the idea, I'm oot quite sure if I got the spelling right or exactly what the 
translation is on the last pa.rt of the note .. b1Jt it sounds nice. 

Dear Jim, Enclosed you will find my dues for the continued support of the organization. Also I 
have taken a picture of the OOth Trans Deta.dnents Patch which is enclosed. The· ~ negatives 
should be of qua.I it•J that you can work with should saue one want to silk screen. The large 
picture is actual patr.-h size. Should some one ~nt sane patches there is a patch store outside of 
Yolmska naval b~....e which does this by computer. Would have to check on his price first. He has 
more than 4000 patches on the 111alls of his business. This is not the original patch that the 
detact'viient left Ft Devens with. I don't have one of those to offer as a historical sample. The 
unit had been L11 ~-111 ~. year5 when r arrived. The patch was unt'ortuna.tely rather drab and ·the 
troops ~Ja.nted something brighter and also to set them apart from the 121st which we were attached 
to. So what you see is mat evolved fran a. contest. Then they wanted blue hats to set thell apart 
on the flight line. So when the 121st Cdr observed the first Vietnamese laborer 111earing a blue 
baseball cap he asked my CO if that was one of his fiSJI replacements .. A..lld you can understand there 
is not enr....ugh time or space to explain the cOflllersation after that. Also have enclosed · two· 
General Orders relating to t..o awards of the Presidential and Valorous Unit Citations the -unit 
received. There is also DA 6ro9 dtd 1970 which awarded the Meritorious Citation. I am unable to 
find a copy oot t:o.:·re in the Pacific Rim= Stateside posts may have it. Smeone may be looking for 
this to write the big story. Hang in there keep up the good work. Would enjoy to at~· the 
reunion but I will. be in Europe at the time,. maybe next time. Yours Truly .. Harcellus A Karriqan 
CW4 A'v'H USA Ret 
<EDITORIAL NITTD Thank you -for renewing your membership Marcellus. And thank you for the pic:tw:es 
of the OOth Tr.ans Oet patch,. they ~ill be placed . in the Battalion Display and '1fill be avail ible 
wh£n 1.>1e are ready to start on Trans !}et silk screens for t-shirts. It would be nice to . get a list 
of the Army Avn patdles that the patch st..c.re outside Yokuska naval base has on its wall,. maybe a 
few are ones 11rere looking for. If anyone has one o.f the original patches that the ooth Trans Det 
left Ft Devens with please let me kooi#. The information from the two General Orders will be added 
to the Bn and unit histories. And the copies of the General Orders will be added to the display 
of mil itar"J orders that we have. H ;myone ~s where and how to get copies of General: Orders 
please let me krn:iw. 

De<ll" Jim, Tha..l'lk you for the ~sletter I received recently - was really great to hear fran you & 
the A.:ssociatior.. Enclosed is IDIJ bank ~a-ft for $77 US to cover my membership to 30 June 92 plus 
the merchandise as listed on the gr~n form. Best wishes to all in the Association for Christmas 
%,. toget.~r with a prosperous 1991. Graeme Price ~/i3-5th AHC,. Oct 69 - Sept 70 
<EDITORIAL l\'OTD Thank ~'DU for your outstanding support. It's always great to hear from our 
members i.n Australia. Hopefully I'll be in contact with more of the manbers fnn the 135th soon. 

Dear .Jim, f!ml sendin.J yoo money -for T-shirts, use the rest of the money as you see fit. Also 
enclosing a. set of orde..-s .. hc.pe they come in handiJ for locating people. [ think you and your wife 
Deb are doing a great job on the newsietter. I . look forward to receiving it. Keep up the good 
work. Robert Raffaelo 
<EDITORIAL NOTD Thank yo1.A Bob for your 'order for 2 T-shirts, one Association design and one for 
the 121st .. and the $34 dona.ti.or.. I'm logging the information from the set of orders into the help 
find file. The first three nl.lllbers of the social secur ity ni.nbers on the orders tell me what 
state the people were from; so hopefully some can be located soon. 

Dear Jim, Received the newsletter last week and to my suprise realized I hadn't paid my <*Jes at 
the reunion last A:..,-g. fr.JOJJed the er.ti.re letter .. and was especially happy to hear Bob Anderson 
had won the primary in North Carolina. Hope he won the seat in the General Election. Also enjoyed 
Bill Frakers comments corn:erning .Joe Jobe~ Oick Jarrett Mid Marv Dorra All of us go back to a 
t ime when Army AviatiGn was in its infancy, so to speak, and the entire Corp of Aviation wouldn't 

Page 4 



equal half the nunber that ended up serving in the 145th in aNam~'. Enclosed is my check for this 
year and next years dues. Hote my address change bade to mtJ permanent address in Bryan/College 
Station , Texas. St i ll have a couple of business enterprises in the Austin Area, one with my son 
and another wi.th a.r.other '"Old Warrior" by the name of Bill Rhym. Keep up the great work. See yo:.J 
in June at Rucker. Cal Dodd 
<EDITORIAL NUTE) Thank you Cal. Bob Anderson hasn't said how the election came out, hopefully 
rru hear from him before long. r heard a. few of the stories Bill Fraker has~ never a dull 
mounent, hopefully they all will be able to make the next reunion. Hope.fully all your business 
enterprises will work out fine. When IJOU see Bill Rhi~"'l tell him were st-ill around., bring hU. to ·. 
the 91 Reun ion, it will be a great time for everyone. 

uea.r Jim. I would like to thank you and r enjoy your newsletter e-"ery. time I get it.· I see a:lot 
of name of people I knew in Texas in the i35th AHC, that I went over to Vietnam with. I would 
like to say one thing~ we didn't KOOi.ti what we wa.s getting into= We didn't 1rnow it was going to 
crnie back to hound us in the form of PTSD. I was in a PTSD program in the W\ Hospital. Where they 
turn Veteran agair.st Veteran. But there is a few people who lied a.lot about there Vietnam 
experience just so they could get disablity and it makes it hard on other peopl~ trying. When I 
was in the program there was more drug addicts & alcoholics then straight people. But the PTSO 
program in VA is trying to straighten it out. What I know of the 135th started in Gray Anny 
Airiield Texas ~n the i35th was blow as the Lone-Stars and we ~ent to 'Jung Tau Vietnam where 
t he campany ·was renamed and split up and sent to other companies in Vietnam. I went to the 
Greyhounds in Bear CaL Most of my pl t went to. I went back to Vietnam in 1971 and I helped stand 
the i35th d®m at Zeon and from there they went hane. They served at Vung Tau, Blade Horse, Bear 
Cat~ Dong Tam~ and Zeon. The 135th served there CountriJ in time of war. So this newsletter is one 
of tr.e best I've read. I would like to ask everyone that reads this newsletter to get out and 
sopport the fmlerican Legion.. DAV~ and VFW,, these people do alot for Veterans who need help. I 
belong to the MJ. We need to belong because the old Vets are dieing off, they need younger Vets 
to take over and fight for the benHits the governnent is trying to take awa_y frm us. Also we 
'Jietnam Vets ought to recognize the nurses and other wooien who also was over there to, who also 
have PTSO. So we should remgnize these ladies~ they ;;ient through alot ta.king care of us when 111e 

were all stmt up. I got the T-shirt and I really like it. I washed it like you said and all 
colors are still theren In closing, I'm proud of belonging to the 145th C.A.Bm Asso. Yours Truly,. 
Richard C Starkey 
<EDITORIAL H!JTE) Thank you Richard. I think 'JOI~ will find that each group of Vets going through 
the PTSD program will be different. One time the program will seem like a waste of time and the 
next time it might he great. The amount of trust btJilt up between the guys in the program usually 
determines it effect~~eness. There usually is a lot of drug addicts <in>j alcoholics in the PTSO 
progr~Tts, both conditions are s1Jw..etimes a S!Jllptan of PTSO. In that case both PTSD and addiction 
must be treated. And there are cases where people clai.-r.ing disablities frOlll PTSO never served in 
th~ military. One good thing about c.ur Association is t he honesty, in most cases there is someone 
else in our Association that can verify the ma in part of each event~ It ~ould be nice if all of 
our peopl e in need of a PTSD program could be matched up and sent through a program ~ith other 
t hey were ~ith H<im. Sui:.ething like this could be done with an origwi.zation like ours but would 
probably be to intense for ~'A t o want t o handle, and the counselors running the program would 
just about h.:.ve to have a i.,• ietnam he l icopter cr~.emb:?r backgrou_rm. And I agree about support i.ng 
th~ ~=n.Js, Df!Ns , ~erican Legions, etc., within a few years Vietnam V~ts will be the biggest part 
of tr.eir membership . And in just a few years after that another group of Vets will take they turn 
when most of us are gone= 

Dear Jim , I don't kn.~..., just how to start th is letter. I just found out about your Association. I 
have a copy of ~~ur newsletter. I found it interestL'11J. rs there an:~ay possible, r would like to 
here from anyone serving with the iiSth AHC Bien Hoa . . I was there from 70-71. I would also like 
to kn.__~ mor e about your Association. I am also interested if you have any of Rl!J unit patches. r 
saw in your letter you print T-shirts. I need to see t~.e designs you put on the shirts, colors, 
etc. I am in the V.A. hospital in Johnson City. TN. r am having a h.:.rd time ~ith my PTSD problem. 
I would like any information you.have on my unit . This to help me remember what ~nt on while I 
was there. r would also like to see if you can help me locate a brother of mine. His name is and 
all I know are as follows: SP4 Willidlll Pierce, 11~Jh . AHC, Bien Hoa, 70-71 , He came from Pagosa 
Spring. CO, he ~as our wrecker operator~ This ts all [ c~n remember oi him. I ~ant to join your 
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Association. I <lffi sending you $10 for GlY snanbership. My name and address are as follows: Ivan L 
Gillian, ••• - - - • ~ I was an EJ1. I served with the 145th CAB 
with th1~ 118th AHC , Bien Hoa -tram May 10 thru Apr 71. I was a cool<, ration person etc. I hope you 
can make heads or tails of ir.y letter. Right now I am not thinking very well. Thanks for being 
around . Sincerely, Ivan L Gillian 
<EDITORIAL NITTD Thank you Ivan. I'm sending, in another package, otr latest ne111letter, a 
directory, B4ttalion historical info, T-shirt design info, and your membership card. Hopefully 
there are many names you raneinber from you tour in the directory, and tha.t sane of the people 
wiil be able t-0 help !J01.J ~ith more information. I wa.s with the 68th AHC fNJD July 69 - Dec 70 and 
remember some of the time period you were there. I remember the coapany areas, movie area, da.V 
roans, the Adi.on Inn 81 Club, giit shop. etc. I don't remember the date ri!ttt !'KM but I raaembe!r 
the 118th AHC Mess Hall being hit by a 122 l't1 rocket. I'll add Sp4 William Pierce to our Help 
Find File and hopefully some of our people in Colorado will look for him. Pagosa Springs is about 
SO to 60 miles due east of Dtrango. The Hsth AHC patches we have are reproductions made from 
David Evans, original, necii condition patch, the blue is just a little bit darker than the blue on 
the T-shirt design. 

Dear Jim & Debbie, Hi! Hope this finds you guys OX. We're fine here. Getting ready for "the 
t-.oJ.ida.ys. Sorry to be sending these dues later than usual. With 9e ~itching jobs its been 
r.ectic! lo.1e're planning on ta.Icing our vacation for the 91 Reunion so we'll see you there. If we 
can help l1# i th anything aniJt ~ call us! By the '1A.Y, lllhen can we order T-shirts • ith the 68th 
Logo! Keep up the good job. See ya at Ft Rucker! Bill & Joy Shockley & Bill 
CEDITORrAL ttlJTE) Thank you Bill & .JosJCe. I hope Joy likes the new job. We're looking foward to 
seeing you at the Reunion. Everything going real good around, the kids are doing real good in 
schr.P.>l. And as per QI.Jr' phone conversation the Top Tiger T-shirts are on there way. Take care. 

Dear Jim, Your efforts are greatly appreciated. Enclosed is an extra $10 for the good of the 
Assna Thanks Jim Buchheister 
<EDITORIAL NITTD Thank you Jim, its so nice to be appreciated and everything helps. 

Dear Jim, I see that annual dues are due so I thought I'd include a note. I enjoy reading the 
na>Jsletter & reviQt,1ing the membership directory to see ""ho's in there that I knew. I like to read 
the unit histories too. I depM-ted Travis in June 62 with 20 other officers, aost of llllhm had 
only recently been checl<ed out in the UH1A (28 hours, I believe). I believe lite were the first 
Huey outfit in RVti, We were to get 10 IJ-IIAs bs,J ship in the near future, we ~ satelited on the 
old 57th Trans in tent city at Tan Son Nhut, Saigon. We didn't have anyone with ~ time to be 
an IP nor did we have a maint. officer. They located 2 guys in COU'ltry & 3 of us M'lo were Otter 
qualified drew straws to see who had to go to the 18th Avn Co COTTER>. None of the 3 of us Nanted 
to go but Jack ~an & I lost, S.'J we were transferred to the 18th at Nha Trang. The UH1A Oet 
mission was to support mcv HQ & the 3 Corps HO <later 4> . After they got their birds, that's 
what they did. Ray Viming Cone of yoor manbers) was a rnanber of that Hues:l ()et & stayed with thelll 
for a year, so he can provide more info. I lllellltion this because I've never seen anything in the 
!1€1,i;sletter about this Det. The armed gt.'nships, UIT. came later in '62. Mi:l second tour was in 
66-67 with the llfARV Flt Det in Saigon, Tan Son tflut. Lie had 18 - Ll8fs til Aug 67 when the U21s 
started cominiJ in. We also had 4 - 6 !JiIDs which we fl~ out of Hotel 3 <Heliport 3> at Ta.n Son 
Nhut. Also had 4 DeHavilland Beavers <L20s) for close-in flights, pri•arily in Ill & IV Corps 
area. I don't icnDW if the Flt Det '=""""" got a nunerical designation or not. After I left in Sept 
57, they mav'ed out of Saigon to Long Vanh <?>just south of Long Binh <USARV HQ), that was the Co 
HQ of USAR'J Fit Det. While in Saigon they were collocated right across frm the HSth Bn HQ in 
t hat cmpound at Tan Son Hhut. LTC Dick Johnson was our Co Cdr, by the way. So I don't know where 
:,sou can list me for miJ second tour QV~ there, a~y r retired in '70 as a LTC . I '111 working on a 
3 year civil service tot.tr in Genllany but will be returning to Patrick AFB in Florida. next year- & 
t hats home. Hope to attend one of yoor reunions one of these days. Keep up the QQod work. I'm 
sure you have a l ot of thankful SJ~ppDrters. Best regards, Bob Herbold LTC, Retired 
CED ITOR IAL MOTE> Thank yoo Boo and yc-ur right. not enough has been said about the 145th Flt Oet, 
or as S:'3ll~ cal led the Huey Platoon. In Newsletter Vol. 14, page 9, Bob LaMonte, tells a little 
bit about it. Hopefull.y we will hear more about them frcm our readers. Frmi the information l 
have the 57th Med Det was the first unit to arrive in Vietnam with Hueys in February 1962. But 
t he 145th Flt Det was ~~ first to arrr~e in Vietnam with Hueys for the purpose far ~ich they 
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us ed t hem , f or car go and troop transport . We should also have more info on the history and miss ion 
of t he 18th ~ Co, theij held together all the fNn unit in Vietnam in the early days. I think that 
the USARV Flt Det used t hat as their n~ the whol e time they were in Vietnam. H anyone else has 
more info please l et us know. And Bob if !,.·=ou arrive back in the St ates befo~ June 7th, 8th, and 

9th hopefull y we wi ll see you at the Reunion at Rucker. 

Dear J im, Her e are the ten patches you had asked for. As they are sold, just deposit the total 
proceeds ($40.0()) in the Association bank acct . I have already deducted that frm the total due 
the Association frm projected patch sa.les. 10e As sociat ion Cby DY figures) has received a total 
of q o ,20 not C()(llting the projected $.40.00 fran these patches . It was anticipated that sales 
woul d be sl~. and it is no burden on me whatsoever that it '1fill ta.Ice "-'ite a while yet to recover 
the cost of having the patches made. We Nill have then available for sane time to ccne yet, and 

ul; is good. Ad ios for nt:M, and have a Happy ~Year! Killer CDa.ve Evans) 
fiHTORIAL NOTE> Thank you killer, I really appreciate your dedication to our Association and your 

mak ing the 118th "nulderbird" patches avail.able to the lllSlbers of the 118th. I want to 
congratulate you and Sharon on the news of your firs t baby being due on June 10, 1991. 

Sorry to be a late dues payer. IJncle Sam gave 111e a call and on Auq 1, 1990 I was at ft. Rudcer md 
on Sept 20, 1990 in Saudi Arabia. Just rettrned Dec 15th so correspondence is slightly behind. 
Albert J Willet t CW4 USAR, '"Spartan 28s 
<EDITOR IAL NOT[) I cal 1 and talked with Al right after I received his letter. Al NaS with the 18th 

f!r.;n Bde which cons ist of two Battalions of CH-47s and one Battalion of I.Ji-is. I talked to Al a.bout 
the 145th Association adopting his t.rtit, sending letters, cards, packages, to meabers of the 18th 
{Nn Bde. He thou47it it was a very good idea. He suggested .e send the letters to the Chaplain to 
be distributed to the troops. So here is the address: 

Chapla in 
Jfie, 18th Avn Bde 
APO HY 09657-4000 

Now that we have a unit and an address I would like eadl of us , as an Association, to send a 
letter and l e t them know that we support them as soldiers doing their duty a.s asked. and that we 
pray for their saf e return. By the tiine this ~sletter is received by you we will 90st likely 
lcntM if our troops are in battle or if War was avoided. I ask each of you to think bade 20+ ~ars 
a.go when we served i n Vietnam, not knowing from day to day Nhat ~Id happen to us , and how lonely 
it was with no r.ia il a t ma il call . As an Aviation Bde with CH-'47s and lli-1 aircraft 1110St of us can 
relat e to t he j obs these troops are doing . It 's my guess that the linage of the 18th f!wn Bde 
includes the 18th Avn Co that served with the 45th Trans Bn and 145th Cc=bat Aviation Battalion in 
Vietnam. Let us let these troops know that they are not f orgott en and people back here really do 
ca.re . 

Dear Jim. J us t received the newsl ett er . sorr y f or t he de l ay in mu dues , no excuses. lnc:losed find 
check for t h is and is names of two lllE!mbers of 335th AHC . 

1967 
1968- 69 

Al so inclosed are copies of orders, 1st ~n Bde 1967-68 wi th sa:ne lllelllbers names. Again, Sorry 
for my de l ay. Keep up the good work. Sincerely , Jotvl Bonacorda. 
P . S . I made mtJ reservations t oday (12/28/ 90) at Holiday Inn, they said they had plenty le.ft. 
P .P .S. I th ink your Idea about adopt ini~ a unit is great. I aB a Red Cross Volunteer for Operation · 
Cant een wi th 1s t Div. 
\ErTORIAL NUTE> Thank you John f or renew ing and f or the address . I have s ent both of ~ a 
newslet ter and a Direc tortJ. I wil l be addin.1 the inf o frm the orders into the Help Find File.· I 
want to thank you for fil I ing out t he s urve1J , when 1110re are returned I will cmipile h 
infornat ioo and separ a te b1J units, j.~s . dates , e tc, et c , and see if life can make senc:e out of any 
of it . The individual infonnation ·will be kept conf ident ial a nd the ~erall information and 
conclus i ons ~ill be publish in the n~sletter Wien ava ilable . More and iaore people are saying they 
have made the ir r eservations a t the Holiday Inn so it should be getting pretty 1111ell fill by the 
t ime th is news letter is delivered .. a canplete Ret11ion 91 package is on page 10-13. 

Dear Jim , Ret urned her ewith ar e your surveys on effects of Agent Orange and Pos t-Tr aiina.tic Stress 
Disorder CPTSO) . Many of us . of course, supported the Ranch Hands in t he ir defoliation mis sion , 
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especially in the earlier days of the conflict ••. no effects here '1fhatsoever, ill or otherwise • . I'm 
saving a PTSD episode so I ca.n extennina.te sane liberal puke trying to lobby against our guys in 
SouttVHest Asia. Texas courts have already freed several veterans who've claimed flashbadcs lead 
them them to violent behaviour .... ~ally after p:"Olonged sessions involving be2f' and tequila. As 
a. matter of information, the 57th Medical Detachment <Helicopter '4nbulance), one of the original 
145t-h CAB units, deployed to Saudi Arabia this past August. Please include in your list of '"other 
or'~a.nizations0 , one that is closely allied to the 145th CAB\.'A, the Dustoff Association. The 
organization consists of aermedical evacuation cr~ers ~ aviation medical officers, and others 
supporting the Army aeromedical program, past and present, in Wa.r and in peace. It ' s ljeflesis was, 
of course, the experience in t.he Republic of Vietnam and it's founder was a Dustoff c rew chtef: 
from the 1965-66 time frame. The address is : Dustoff Associatioo, PO Box 8091, Wail"lllllriqht Station, 
San Antonio, TX~ 7B2C43 .. H~ in, Jim Truscott, Col, MS 
<EDITORIAL tIDTD Thank you Jim, for any survey to be helpful it needs a large nt.nber of 
participants~ When more of the surveys M'e ret-llf'fted the information will be ctJmpiled and the 
results printed in the newsletter. All survey fonns are confidential, saDe parts of scae of the 
remarks maybe pri."lted but no authors given .. [ an hoping tha.t everyone will return their form soon. 
There ttas been much debate about caU5e or af'f'ect surounding PTSD and drug and alcohol abuse. Scme 
say drug and alcohol abuse cause , PTSO episodes,. others say PTSO leads to drug and alcohol abuse, 
st i1 l others say the drug and alcohol abuse is self medic.at ion for the PTSO ~ptans. All of these 
people are right a."Ki ~; · l>lithout knowing the person involved it is impossible to aak:e a good 
judgement. There are some Vets that use PTSD as an excuse. In lllOst cases ooly the individual can 
determine their m«l motives,. and then only if a real case of PTSO is not to severe. The ma.i.n part 
of dealing with PTSD is krKMledge and understanding it, knowing that what Ne are feeling is nomal 

.for oor experiences,. and kOOilli.ng that there. is hope .ar.d '1le can deal ~ith it. And like many· of you 
I still need to set ~n and fill out the form, my NHe has been asking me when I am going to ·fill 
out the form and if I will share it ta1ith her.. It isn't easy to fill out,. and .. shar.i.ng the 
information with her will be 100 times harder, trust and being wlnerable is still a problem-, but 
I will do it. Well ei'lOIJgh said about the survey for lcrn:M. When ever [ have room in the newsletter 
f or Other Orga.-iizations I wil I try to 1 ist the Dusto.ff Assoc. 

Dear Jim,. Reference HUU5, page 10 <ln individual wanted to lcncM the origin of· .the Vifc.tng nose 
emblem for the &.m Platoon of the 121st. Suggest he contact the following individuals cm page ·16 
90-91 Directory. 1.Jerry Daly ,. 2.Billy Lindsey,. 3 .. Joe Levinson, 4.Ralph Hanmer Cnot listed). These 
people were a.11 in the unit when I arrived . in Jur.e 1964 and the propeller spinner and' water 
Buffalo horns ~ere being assembled into a \Ji.king Hellllet. The avionics compartment doors~ being 
painted with the emblem and as usual door switching went on as aircraft were substituted, 
t.~ansferred,. et.c. Hope this helps. Lindsey or Daly · should remember t.'le unit historian :!itha 'Was 
putting all kinds of notes in a big ledger. Unfortunately other than General Orders I sent yoo all 
my p.apers are in Goverraent Storage '1lhen I took this job if I didn't can them. It will be· another 
couple of years before I see them again. I ' m. in the process of writing my memoirs of that period "· 

·and can in saae · recollectiOfl..s .. I was the maintenance officer so participation in operations was 
not my daily activity. But I wil I answer any referals for inforaation Jun 64-Jul 65 time-frame. 
Yours Truly, iiarceltus Karriqa.n, 17th ASC 01 Box 3137, APO Sf 96504 
<EDITORIAL NOTE> Thank you, and you were right, please read on for a letter fran Billy W Lindsey. 

Dear Jim,. Keep up the excellent writ you are doing in keeping old ties going and renewing 
friendships of the past and sanetimes, trying times. Your efforts are appreciated. I've included 
my check for membership renewal - what a good deal a rn response to H.F. Cusidc's curiosity about 
the 121st Aviation Co "Tiger and Viking• emblems, I served with the 121st fron January 1964 thru 
Jan 1%5. While there, .[ was told that the 121st had a Bengal tiger as a mascot but that ~ of 
the guys one day pla.yfulfy threw a ponc:hO liner wer the tiger while it was lying down and jueped 
on the t iger. The tiger did what any of us 1.«>Uld do - it came up fighting. Army policy naturally 
condemed the tiger and it was banished to a zoo in the U. S. - As for the Viking emblm on the 
gunship nose,. [ painted on the originals in about May 1964 after activation of the gmship 
<Viking) platoon. We got our 10 hours of transition training from tha CH-21C's to the new UH-1B's 
in 'Jing long CUBth Avn Co> and then gunnery training frClll the guys of the UTT out of Saigon. As I 
was only a WO Jug One W01 at the time, I was not privy to exactly who came up with "Vikings• and 
for what . reason but we liked it arid it served us well. [am currently flying a BK11?- for emergency 
medical service. Sincerely, Billy W Lindsey, CW4 USA CRet> 
CED HOTD Thanks Bill • Page 8 
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"REUNION 9:'.L" UPDATE 
{ 

The 1991 Reunion wi l l be held at Fort Rucker, ~Alabarna, on 7th, 8th , and 9th of June 
1991, that's the same week-end as the W-4 Co~vention at Fort Rucker. A "Early Warrior 
Reception" will be held s tarting at 6pm, 6 June at the Ozark Holiday Inn. Page 10 - 13 of 
this newsletter is the most current information from the Reunion Committee. It is arranged 
this way so it can easily be taken out of the newsletter if desired, and can easily be 

·· found located right in the center of the newsletter. There is a reunion form that should 
be sent to MG <Ret) Richard D Kenyon as soon as possible and include your check to caver 
reun ion cost and me.al s. On pa.ge 10 is bas i c info on reun ion , page 11 a.nd 12 is the 

· schedr...ile for the Reunion, page 13 contains info on lodging in the Ft Rucker area and air 
transportation infoNAation. 

The Hol iclaiJ Inn in Ozark, AL w i 11 be our ma in host Motel, it has 71 rooms reserved 
for us and one of those will be set up as a Hospitality Room and the other 70 are reserved 
for 01Jr reunion. As usua.l ea.ch per·son will make their cawn room reserva.tions, to reserve a 
room you m1Jst tell them that you are with the i45th Reunion and ·one night's money or 
credit c.:!.rd nLmber to guarantee to hold. AnyQne attending by themselves and wanting to 
share a room the Reunion Committee and hotel are willing to help set it up. The oorrnal 
meal cost in that area is less then $10 per meal, the Saturday Buffet meal charge is 
$10.50 for ea.ch .adult and $5.25 for children, the Reunion Fee is $10.00 per family. 

When look i ng over the schedule you will see all the exciting thing that that the 
Reunion Committee has planned for the reunion, tours of the nec,a, museum, flight simulator 
center, br iefing in Post Theater about Fort Rucker's current activities, parade on main 
parade ground or static display of current aircraft, and airfields. Most of our activities 
will be combined with or shared with the CW4 Reunion and !14th AHC.former members. This 
will really be great for many of our members were CW4s and some of those also served with 
the 114th. The 114th AHC may have been under the command of the 145th for the first month 
it was in Vietnam, although that hasn't been confirmed yet, the l14th did serve in the 
same Battalion as the i2ist AHC during most of its time in Vietnam. 

Dress will be casual and you may want to have swim gear with you. Everyone I have 
talked to ~bout the reunion have been very excited about the location, and the people who 
served with Gen. Kenyon are very excited a.bout him being the Chairman, they say that 
~verything he does turns out great. 

Richard Kenyon served with the 68th Armed Hel. Co. and the 197th Armed Hel. Co. in 
i965 as a Captain and served as the Battalion Commander of the 145th C.A.B. from -1 Dec 70 
to 19 July 71. Since his retirement from active duty on 30 June 1987, he is now the 
Honorars=' Colonel of the 145th Avn. Regiment and head of a major corporation -in the Fort 
Rucker area.. 

Watch for "Reunion 91" updates in future newsletters as the plans come together. , The 
next ne1Asletter will have this Reunion Information package and will also update the Air 
Tr ansporta t ion i n-f orma t ion. The Reun ion Inf onna t ion w il I be · sent out to every one we · have 
an address for, that will be aver two thousand former members of our units before the 
reuni'on. 

How that we only have 70 rooms reserved I would suggest that you write to the hotel 
and reserve your room, please state that you are with the 145th Combat Avn Battalion 
Reunion on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of June 1991: Holiday Inn, Ozark, 151 US HWY 231 H, 
Ozark, Al 36361 1-205-774-7300. And for your convenience the even nl..lnbered rooms are on 
the pool side of the motel and the odd nl.11\bered rooms are on the outside of the L-shape, 

~ for those that like to party ask for the even n1..1T1bered rooms and those that want it a 
little quieter ask for the odd nl.lllbered rooms. To guarantee to hold send one night's money 
or credit card number. 

General Rich.a.rd Kenyon and the reunion committee have been looking at a back up motel 
to handle the over flow, see page 13 for a complete list of Motels in the area and their 
prices. For those wanting to camp there is a list of Camp Grounds on page 13. 

Ifve talked with George Reese who served with the 117th AHC 71-72 who operates. the 
Yankee Trader in Enterprize and he will be contacting our Reunion Convnittee and the CW4 
Reunion people about setting up his Vietnam Display at the Reunion. That's the display 
that was set up at the VHPA Reunion last year. George collects, buys, and sells all types 
of military memorbila all the way back to the Civil War. Anyone wanting to do any trading 
George will be there . 
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145TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALI ON (V I ET NAM ) 

ASSOCIATION 

REUNIO N 

WILL BE HELD AT FORT RUCKER, AL AB AMA 

7, 8 , 9 JUNE 199 1 

(S AME TI ME AND PLACE AS THE ANNUAL CW4 REUNION) 

The f ollowi ng pages pr ovide planning inf o r mati on and a personal 

registrat ion f orm t o be c omple ted ana returned t o : 

MG (R e t) Richard D. Kenyon --
·-

pr i or to 30 A:t>rll 1991. Please note that each attendee ls 

responsib l e f or making his own motel reservations ! Refer questions 

to Jim Bodkin at (219) 483 - 5 149 or General Kenyon at (205) 598 -

0401 . 
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SCHEDULE 

(The dress for the entire reunion is appropriate casual attire!) 

Th ursday, 6 Jun Q1 - 1800 - ? 

Fr iday, 7 Jun 91 0900 - ? 

"Early warrior Reception" -
outdoors at the Ozark 
Holiday Inn. Reunion 
registration desk will be 
available. Pay-as-you-go 
bar. Dinner available at 
the Holiday Inn. 

Renew acquaintances at the 
Lake Lodge on Lake Tho locco 
at Fort Hucl<er. 
(Transportation will be 
available from the local 
mote ls to the Lak e Lodge). 
Reunion registration desk 
will be set up. CW4 
Reunion and 114 tl1 AHC 
attendees will also be at 
the Lake Lodge. Lunch 
available at the Lak e 
Lodge . 

Optional Events 
(trans~or ta tion provided): 

1000 - 1400 

1500 - 1600 

1600 - 1700 

Paga II 

V 1 s i t the new A rm y Av 1 at 1 on 
Museum and the Flight 
Simulator comolex to see 
the latest· techno lo gy 
flight simulators (motion 
base and visual displays). 
Round-robin buses schedu 1 ed 
from the Lake Lodge and 
retu rn. 

Briefing in Post Theatre 
wh ich te lls about For t 
Bucker ' s current 
activities. 

Pa rade on main parade 
ground srr static display 
of current helicoot ers and 
aircraft at same locati on . 

Dinner and the e veni ng on 
your own. 
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HE p 
Its r enewal t ime aga in and o:.Jt of 1899 people we have located only 913 receive our 

newsletter , out of those 913 peoole only 451 p~ople have paid for t he Jul~ 1990 thru 
June 30 , 1991 dues year. That means that less than 1 out of every 2 receiving this 
newsl e t.ter have paid this ""ears dues. And I do thank that 49.3X of ""ou that have paid. 
You are the ones that have the word MEMBER wrote in the lower left corner of the address 
l a.ble of this ne;...is letter. The other 50. 77. recei•ving thi s newsletter have not sent in 
t hei r dues f o r th is year a s of 1 Feb , and to that 50 . n~ I want to encourgage you to 
p leas e s ent in yot.1r dues today, if yo:J wa it 'JOU might forge t . That 50. 'r.4 can tell who 
they are by 1 ook ing at the l c.v,.;er 1 eft corner of their address 1 a.bl e, if it says PLEASE 
RENEW MEMBERSHIP or PLEASE .JOIN , than pleas e do so. If for some reason you c.an not 
afford the $10 a year dues ancl want to continue rec eiv ing the newsletter, just send me a 
note so s tat ing, it will not be put in the Reader s Res pons e s ec tion of the newsletter. 

Now that everL~one r ece iving this news letter has the complete in7ormaticm a.bout our 
1991 Re-:1..mion I 1,11ill be taldng a few hundr e d peopl e off t he m~il ing l ist 1.mless ! receive 
dues f rom them . H you have receive·:f 3 or mor e newsl etters from us and haven ' t paid 1,1our 
dues or contacted me t o let me know you are ir.terested in our As soc iation, YOU WILL 
TAKEH OFF THE MA ILING LIST . 

It would realltJ be great if we coul d t;et most of the 1899 people we have located t, 
dec ide to jo in our Association, so if you have any f riends listed in the 1990-91 
Dir ectory , t ha t most of you received , tha t does not h.l.v e a n ~ bes ide their rank , please 
encour age than to j o in our Associat i cn. If we got 1800 of the pecple we have located t o 
j o in w~ would have about $18 ,()(X) a year to wor k wi t h, wi th tha.t we could ge t better 
eqr.iipanent and f ind ma n•J lilOre peopl e that we a ll ~'lant to loca.t e . So pleas e , ever1::1one, 
consider 'Jourse l f a s '.l very impor t ant part of our member:ah i p commit t ee and encourge 
other s to j o in. 

On the other s ide of this page is a membership form and also the fonn to order 
ot her i t em you might be interested. On page 19, 20 and 23 of t he news letter it tell s 
about these i t ems . Pl Aa.se c.:msider if you 1i1ould I i ke to purchase an~4 of these items , if 
so ao ahead ~n order. 

Tha nk you for t a.k ing the time t o r~acl t h is and I 'l l be wa i ting to hea r f'r om you. We 
do need money to serve you bett er. It is m=J wish that we didn ' t money, bu t it is ,1 f ar.:t 
of life t ha t ever ything t .:..kies money . So Jr.Ast a. l 1tt l e b i t f rom each of you will go a. 
long 1;1ay. Thank you. -<' '()_ '?, . ~ ~/ 

"', ~.. \'/ !J• 'c., 
Jim Bodk i n '</ ·1 
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S HARE TH E R I DE~ CAR POOL TO THE REUNION 
P.eter Deoj ~.y who 5erved w i ti-, th2 190th AHC tn 1968-69 as a crew ch ief and 

docrqunner called i: o ask if I kn~ .:.f anr~on::? in the Tampa, FL area t hat •>1anted t o s hare 
a ride f.o the reunion, to ci.rt cost and conserve fue l . r told him that no one .from that 
area had cont act ed r.1e ':olet .~bout car ~O::)•:Jl mg to the reun i on . If 1:10•.J l 1ve in t he Tampa 

and want to c~.r f'lOOl to the re•.inior please contact Pete r Deojay, 
or c~. 11 and I eavo message if he isn 't home . 

H ls ca 11 reminded me to r8Ti ind •:Jou d.bout -::ar poo l ing t o the re;..1n ion . Wi th t he way 
th i ngs a.re going i n t he Mid-east i t onl'::j seems r ight to t.r•J to :;hare t he r i de , and ma ybe 
it ~~ill also mal<e it poss ib l e for r.iore people t o <ittend t he reunion. Yo• J C<l.n check the 
dir-ectort_~ for pt:op l .:.! 11-.;ing in r~cur area, or •:ont.act mt? for info on people in your area . 



MEMBERSHIP FORM 
145 th Comb.a.t Av ia.t ion Battalion (V ietn.a.m) Assoc ia.t ion Memb e r s hip Form 

Name ____________ ___ _ _ ___ _____________ ________ _ 

served wi t h t he 14Sth CAB with <UNIT> _ _ ______ _ f r om <DATE> ____ to ___ _ 

have enc losed $ 10 f or each member sh i p year. Tot a l __ for 1 J uly 1991 to 30 June 199_ 

Renewal IN. 46805 ___ _ 

C A SSETTE T A PE 
Send me the cassette t ape . By order ing this t ape I agree not to copy them and to protect 
t he cop~r ights for futher dist ribut ion. 

___ "Bat t l e o f B ien !ioa / G•.mshi p Ac tion " Audio Casse tte sells for $15. 
Name ____ ___________ _______ _ _._ ______ ___________ _ 

Street-------------------------- - ------ - - ------
City, State,Z ip ___ _________________________________ _ 

Send or der to: 14Sth CA&JA, 3719 FOREST HILL AVE. FT WAYNE, IN 46805 
*************************************************************************************** T OP T I GE R PATCHES or COWBOY PATCHES 
Send me Top Tiger pa tches , or Send me Cowboy Patches, at $4 each. 
Harne ________________________________ _ _ _______ _ 

Street _ ___ _ _ ___ __________________________ _____ _ 

City,State,Zip ___________________________________ _ _ 

Send order t o: i 45th C.A. B.V.A. 3719 f ores t Hill fwe , Fort Wayne , IN 46805 
*************************************************************************************** 

C OLOR T-S HIRTS 
Send me ____ Un i t T-Shirts a t $13 each i ncl udi ng postage . (Mar k Unit and Size) 

tt01--01 i45th BN Asso. 

006-02 71.st AHC 

__,__ #11--02 120t h AHC 

tt13-02 135th AHC 

#17-01 UTT ( 1962- 1963) 

#17-04 197AHC 

#05--02 6Bth AHC 

#09--02 i 18th AHC 

#12-02 121st AHC 

lt16--01 190th AHC 

___ Medium 

___ Large 

___ Ex- l arge 

__ XX-large 

#17-0 2 UTT <1964) __ XXX- l ar ge 

#i7--05 334th AHC <1966-68) 

Send order to : 145th C.A.B. 1v1 .A .. 3719 Forest Hi l l ~ve, Fort Wa'=4ne, IN 46805 
1-219- 483-5149 Al l ow 4 to 6 •..11eeks for deliver•:J , if not in stock. See page 19, 20 
and 23 for T-shirt des cript ion. 

C it~ ,Sta.te ,Zip * *** **********""*...,,*""*-::*-::*-::*"""*'""*'""'*'""*""*""*""*""*""*'""*""*'""'*""*"""*"""*'"""*-::*-::*-::*-::*""*""*'""*'""*'""*'"""*~*'"""*'""*'"""*'""*'""*'"""*'""*'""*'"""*'""*'"""*""*'""*'""*""*""*'""*'""*'""*'"""*'""*'""*'""*'""*'""*'""*'"'*'""*""*""*""*""*""*~*""*~*~*'""*~*~* 
THUNDERBIRD PAT C HES 

Send me Thunderb i r d Patche s at $4 each 

Street _________________ ~ 

,..... c .J 7· 
\~ i t u, ._, t a.te, ,_ 1p 
• •:Jr der t o · Dav 1d Ev.:ms 



NAME 

ADDRESS 

HOME PHONE 

NUMBER ATTENDING REUNION 

REGISTRATION FORM 

NAMES OF PERSONS COMING WITH ME 

NAMES AS DESIRED ON NAME TAGS 

PLANNED ARRIVAL DATE: 

MOTEL/CAMPER SITE WHERE I'VE MADE RESERVATIONS: 

HOW TRAVELING: POV 

AIR 

OTHER (Explain) 

complete and return by 30 April 1991 to: 

MG (Ret) Richard D. Kenyon 
C/O DynCorp 
P. o. Box 39 
Fort Rucker, AL 36362 

We are working on a discount air fare through Nortn..Jes t Airlines which should be 
completed by the end of Feb. You can get more info ·by calling Nortl'Mest Airlines 
Reservations and refer to 145th Combat Aviation Battalion Reunion Package. 

In the next newsletter there will be a special 1-800 nl.l'llber for Nortl'Mest, to make 
it easier, along with the complete discount infonnation, to and from Dothan, AL. 
airport. 



REGISTRATION FEE 

1 . REUNION PACKAGE AND TRANSPORTATION AT $10.00 

2 . SATURDAY BUFFET DINNER: 

(INCLUDES THREE MEATS, 
VEGETABLES , COFFEE OR TEA , 
AND DESSERTS) 

ADULTS AT $10.50 = 
CHILDREN UNDER 12 
AT $5.25 = 

TOTAL = 

$10.00 

Please s end your pre-reunion cost by check or money order payable 
to 1 4 ~th CAB (Vietnam) Reunion along with your r egistra t ion sheet 
to : 

! ... ! chard D. Kenyon 

·-



ORDER FC>RM 
Name. _ _____ __________________ _________ ~ 

Street~------------·~--------------------

City,State,ZiP·~----------------------------~ 

Phone~------------ I 
Send form to: 145th C.A.B.V.A., 3719 Forest Hill Ave, Ft. Wayne, IN. 46805-1301 
1-219-483-5149 I 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

145th Combat Aviation Battalion (Vietnam) Association Membership . Form 

I served with the 145th CAB with (UNIT) from (DATE) to __ _ 
Rank (check one) EM WO OF __ _ 
I have enclosed $10 for each membership year. Total __ for 1 July 1992 to 30 June 199_ 
Regular Associate (family) me~ber Renewal NL21 

-----------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------CASSETTE TAPES 

Send me the indicated cassette tape/s, Audio Cassette sells for $15. See page 23 

"Battle of Bien Hoa/Gunship Action" 
"Combat' Assault" "Songs of the UTT" 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TOP TIGER c::>r CC>WBC>Y PATCHES e>r HAT 

Send me Top Tiger patches, or Send me __ Cowboy Patches, at $4 each . 

Or send me 145th baseball cap at $5 each. 
-- See page 23 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------VIETNAM VETERANS TIES 
Send me _ __ Vietnam Veterans Ties, $22 each. See page 23 

.--- Navy Blue Burgundy 

COLOR T-SHIRT'S 

Send me Unit T-Shirts at $13 each including postage. 
#01 -01 145th BN Assa . #05-02 68th AHC I 
#06-02 7lst AHC #08 -03 117th AML 
#08-04 117th AHC #09 -02 118th AHC 

#10-02 119th AML #11-02 120th AHC 
#13-02 135th AHC 

___ · #17-01 UTT (1963-1963) 

(Mark Unit and Size) 
__ Medium 

_ _ Large 

__ Ex-Large 

__ XX - large 
__ XXX- large #12-02 12lst AHC 

#16-01 190th AHC 
~· ~ #17-02 UTT (1964) #17-04 197AHC ~~ #17-05 334th AHC (1966-68) 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery, if not in stock. See pa~e 19, 20, & 23 for description. 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::]:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Detach and send order to : David Evans, 29609 Bock Street ~ Garden City, MI 48135 I 

THUNDERBIRD PATCHES 
Send me Thunderbird Patches at $4 each. See page 23. 

Name 
~-------------------------------~ 

Street 
~-----------,----------------------~ 

City,State,ZiP~----------------------------

( 
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RENEWAL 

PLEASE 

Instead of putting in a bunch of numbers
1 

and percentages I'll just say 
that the 1st of July starts a new membership year. A few hundred of yo~ 
have already paid for the 1992-93 year. And I'm sure a few hundred are 
getting ready to send in their dues real soon. But just incase you're not 
one of those, then please consider sending in your dues and joining us. 
Your dues money will be used to fund the newsletters and help locate more 
people. If for some reason you can not afford the $10 a year dues and want 
to continue receiving the newsletter, just send me a note so stating, it 
will not be put in the Readers Response section of the newsletter . . 

I'll be printing the 92-93 Directory soon so if you have a change of 
address or if I don't have your current phone number please send it in as 
soon as possible. Once the Directories are prin~ed and sent out they can't 
be changed. 

On the other side of this page is a membership form and also the form 
to order other item you might be interested in. On page 19, 20 and back 
page of the newsletter it tells about these items. Please consider if you 
would like to purchase any of these items, if1 so go ahead and order. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and I'll be waiting to hear 
from you. We do need money to serve you better. It is my wish that . we 
didn't need money, but it is a fact of life that everything takes m9ney. so 
just a little bit from each of you will go a long way. 

Normally this page is a little longer but this time I thought I'd save 
you a few minutes in reading time and maybe you would use those few minutes 
to send in your membership or a fund raiser order. Thank you. 

I Jim Bodkin 
I 

MEMBERSHIP FORM ON TOP OF OTHER SIDE, ORDER FORMS ALSO 

" I 
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Scheduled Events continued 

Saturday, 8 Jun q1 0900 - ? Back at the Lake Lodge. 
Bus transportation from 
motels and return in the 
even ing. 

Optional Events 
(Transportation provided): 

Sunday, 9 Jun 91 

1000 - 1600 

1800 - ? 

0900 - 1030 

1030 - 1100 

If parade on Friday, static 
display of today's 
helicopters including the 
AH-64 Apache at Hanchey 
Airfield. Museum again 
open for visitors. 

Buffet dinner and business 
meeting at the Lake Lodge. 

Champagne Brunch at the 
Officers' Club on Fort 
Rucker. Pay-as-you - go at 
$5 .95 per adult and $3.00 
per child (under 11). 

Non-denominational Memor ial 
service at Recreation 
Center Auditorium. 

END OF PLANNED EVENTS 

All who desire can attend the CW4 Reunion Picnic at the Lak e Lodge 
on Sunday afternoon ($8.50 per individua l covers all you can e a t 
and beer). 
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I NFORMATION ON LOD GING IN THE FORT RUC KER, AL ARE A 

MO TEL S: 

Ho li da y Inn, 151 us Hwy 231 N., P . O. Box 190, Ozark, AL 36360, 
(2 05 ) 774 - 7300. Room Rates: Single $35.00 plus tax; Double $39.00 
plus tax; 3rd person $5.00; children under 19 free. Restaurant, 
poo l, l ounge. Make reservations early as Holiday Inn will only 
bl ock 70 ro oms, but will take res e rvations for 145th up t o a ll 101 
r oo ms . 

Best Wes t e rn Ozark Inn, us Hwy 231 south, Ozark, AL 36360 , ( 205) 
77 4- 5166. Room rates: Single $27.50 plus t a x; Double $32.50 plus 
ta x. No restaur ant - complimentary continental Breakfast, po ol, 
lounge. (Ask for best rooms in new building). 

Econo Lodge, 241 Daleville Ave 1 Daleville, AL 36322, (205) 598-
6304. Room Rates: $29.00 plus iax for 1-4 persons. No restaurant 
- many fast food outlets within wal'king distance - pool, no lounge. 

Da1ev111e Inn, P.O. Box 1107, Daleville, AL 36322, (205) 598-4451. 
Ro om rate s : $30.00 tax included for 1 - 2 persons. Restaurant, 
poo l, lounge. (Ask for best rooms in new building). 

The Gre enhouse Inn 8: Lodge, 5.01 S. - Daleville Ave., Daleville, AL 
36322, (205) 598-1475. Room rates: $27.95 plus tax for 1 - 4 
pe rsons. Pool, no restaurant or bar. No facilities with1n ·walk1ng 
distance. 

The Co lony Inn, 630 
6262. Room rates: 
pe rs ons $2.00 with 
(closed on Sunday), 

Glover Ave., Enterprise, AL 36330, (205) 347-
$34. oo pl us tax for 1 - 2 persons. Extra 

maximum of 4 persons per room. Restaurant 
pool, lounge. 

comf ort Inn, 614 Hwy 84 By~Pass, Enterprise, AL 36330, (205) 393-
2304. Ro om rates: $35.00 plus tax for 1 2 pers ons. No 
r e st aur ant, complimentary continental breakfast. Restaurants 
within walking distance. Pool, no lounge. When calling, identify 
yourself as 145th CABV Reunion member. 

RECR EATIONAL VEHICLE PARKS: 

Fort Ru c ker (Active Duty or Retired Military & DOD Civilians) 
outd oor Recreation, · Bldg. 24201 - Lake Tholocco, Fort Rucker, AL 
363 62, ( 205) 255-4305/5768. 18 spaces with water and electric i ty 
(dump station on post), restrooms and hot showers. Hat e s: 
$6 .00/day, 35.00/week. 50% discount with Golden Age Passport. 

Oza rk Ca mp er Park, 3 mil e s North of Holiday Inn on us Hwy 231, Rt. 
2 , Box 448, Ozark, AL 36360 , (205) 774-3219. 40 spa c e s with full 
hoo k up s . $ 11.25/day for 145th reunion. 

Mr. D' s RV Park, 1 mile North of the Holiday Inn on us Hw y 231 , 
P . O. Bo x 1147, Ozark, AL 36361, (205) 774-5901. $10 . 00/ da y . 

TRANSPORT ATIO N - The lo cal a irport is Dotha n, Alabama . It i s 
se rv ed by th r ee airlines that utilize commuter air c raft. Northwest 
Air li nes comes in from their hub in Mem phis, TN, while Del .ta a nd 
Eastern come in from Atl ant a . Th e r eun i on committee is arr anging 
discount air f are s a nd t he details will be provided in th e ne xt 
news l et t e r . 
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BATTALION HISTORY 
BATTLE OF DONG XOAI~ i0-20 JUNE i965 

At 0100 hours, 10 June 1%5, the U8th AHC was directed by the Ill Carps Tactical Operdion Center to send 
its standby fire team imediately to Dong Xoai. They were told th.it the Dong Xoai Special Forces Cai:ap had been 
under extreme heavy aortar and small arms fire since aidnic1it. The fire te.1111 approached the tam at 013> hours 
and started ming firing p.15Ses once they tH!f'e in position CNer the town. Thecj Mere engaged by the Viet Cong' 
as SOO."l as thee; be9an firing and the tracers fND their !JJlS kept the enemy gt.SlN!rS a&il.lN! of their position. 
Without the slightest heSitation, the two armed helicopters kept up a steady streaa of fire to silence the 
enany 9ln5 surrounding the Special. forces caapoond. Not ll'lt il after Uiey had expentkid all their amunition, a.net 
tt'.e fire team leaders hel icopt~ was hit by ground fire and the pilot ~. did the two helicopters leave 
the b.lttle area. 

At the time that the I ight fire team~ closing Bien Hoa, JII C4lrpS had decided to reinforce Dong Xoai by 
helicopters at first light lllith Vietnamese infantrq. At 043> how's, flight c:rews of the 118th Alliation Cmp.1nlJ 
~re on fl ight I ine preparing for the cOlllbat assault at day 1 ight. 

The tcwn of Dong Xoai is situated at the 110st illportant ro.id ~tion in the heart of Wit- Zone D. The 
lklited States Special forces has established a fortified cmpotnt and fUll!rOUS strong points at strategic 
locations taking the entire area under their camand. l1any parts of the fortiHcations ..ere still under 
constnA.-tioo i#len the first 1110rtar shells a.woke the defenders. 

At 0600 hours, 10 J~ 1%5. all flyable 11Bth AYiation Cmpany air<Taft departed Bien HM for a cmibat 
assault on Dong Xoai. The morale of ~ cmpatwJ ..as high. They had grONO fond of the Special Forces fNfY' three 
years in ti:hic:h the cmpany has sef"'lled in Viet Mam. Many members of the Special Forces B OeUchlent at Dong Xoai 
were friends of the ctapany. Although the tactical situation was extremely confused at Dong Xoai and only 
scattered intelligence as to the enemy's strength and positions had reached III corps. the 118th ..as radlj to 
do a.ni,lthing within their capability to aid the garrison t.flder attack. 

Phooc Vinh. the nearest fortified town to Dong Xoai. was the staging ar@a. Eleaents of the 1st Battalion 
7th Regiment ARVN, 111ere going to me the first assault with the 118th Alliation O:mpany. Due to ~ 1rfJ1!f10J of 
the situation. there t1as little time to gather data on the enemy situation. The landing z:one for the first 
assault NaS an open field two miles north of Dong Xoai and next to the road that led to the Tham Loi 
Plantation. In case mre ground troops Kere needed, two more landing z:ones were chosen at suitable strategic 
areas in the vicinity of Dong Xoai. 

The formation of 1UKh helicopters begin to receive fire as they began to descend east of Dong Xoai. ()i 

final ~ch into the first landing zone more fire was received. The fli!t1t held ~sive fire as it .as 
not knowt at the time "'1ether friendly troops 111ere in the area. Seconds before the fl i!jlt touched cbin the lead 
helicopter reported what appeared to be friendly civilians waving to thell fraa the~ of the landing zone. 
The flight leader at once gave the order- to the crews to hold their fire because the4j 9lllere friendl~ civilims 
in the area. As soon as the ships l~ and the troops started tatloading the civilians dove into CIJnCNled 
fox holes where thecj had their ...eapons hidden and imediately engaged the helicopters. Due to the fact the 
'100le flight of helicopters were low oo f12l and were able to beccae airborne and out of the range of saall 
aras very ~idly, no tijor damage to the flight element resulted. HcM!Yer,with the depar!l.n of Ur 
helicopters, the Viet Cong directed their fire on the assault troops in the landing ~. The enmy had 
utilized the lack of int.el ligenc:e on the part of the allied fOl"Ces to their best aft./antage at the crucial 
RMDent by deceiving the heliborne force.Ooce the troops were C01Ditted, they Mere alltiushed. The .Viet Cong, fraa 
their trell prepared positions, syste.aatically cut down the lead elments of the 1st Battalion, 7th Regillent. 
later Nhen the battle '4a5 wer, it Wi1S disclosed that the 1st B.ittalion ceased to be a fighting unit 1-!flty 
minutes after it "faS coi;mitted into the Viet Cong trap. 

When the 118th AYiation Company returned to Phuoc Vinh for more soldiers and fuel, they -.ere infomed tha 
the Viet Cong had a.'1tici.pated heliborne reinforcements for the ~ Special Forces Callp were eapl~ing· 
strong units with heavy weapons and they intended to occupj Dong Xoai. It was also disclosed th.it all the 
friendly troops had ~ forced to reyosition themselves inside the .ain ctllp<Uld that had the best defensive 
capability. ~ 

When the HSth helicopters, loaded with soldiers of the renaining eleinents of the 1st Battalion, 7th ARVH 
departed Phuoc Vinh they set their organic anaed helicopter platoon ahead of the flight to coocb::t a 
reconnaissance of the intended landing zone. The anned fire zones made repeated passes over the air strip at 
the Thanh Loi Plantation for traces of the enemy concentrations but were able to find no evidence of the Viet 
C-Ong 1.JSing the plantation to stag attack on Dong Xoai. The fact that the el'll!CIMj up · llltil the battle of Dong 
Xoai, had never used a plantation ~ly as a headquarters and staging are.a caused the flight elements to hold 
their suppressive fire JXJWer again as the helicopters approached to land. 
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As the !18th Av iat ion C,oolpany's fonnation of fourteen troop helicopter approached the linding strip a 
heard of cattle ap~ared and 'iliO'vect up the strip to the intended landing area. The lead helicopter ma.de a 
decis ion to land the troops short of the original intended area. The decision saved llWlY lives. Ho sooner had 
t he sk ids of ~ first helicopU!r touched ground dien a tr8lendous explosion~ seen and heard and felt. The 
enemy had detonated a hugh cl a~ mine planted at the original landing area. The explosion of the mine was a 
signal. Within seconds of ~ explosion~ reports of autmatic ~ are came fNlll an 11E1!1>ers of the 
f ormation. The soldiers and helicopters were caught in a hail storm of bullets and exploding mrtar NJUnds •. The 
enemy f ire was cmi.ng frcD ~re- rn the ~ll lcept and beautiful plantation iv..nsions they were firing froa 
windCMs and roofs. ~ the rubber trees fire from concealed bunkers and fox holes. At once, the armed escorts 
of the 118th Av iation Cmpany charged in and fired everything they had on both sides of the helicopters sti.ll 
unloading the ir troops . At the same time the door gunners of the troops carries were burning up the birrels of 
t~i.r machine guns to suppress tlie enemiJ fire. rt t4aS only a fEM seconds since the fonaation of the helicopters 
had landed, and yet it was alN?ady eternity for the helicopter CNWS and the AfMf sol~ on the gr'Olftt. Scores 
of the brave little Vietnamese solders were falling in frt1nt of the eyes of the helicopter crEWS as they 
Natched them leap frm the aircraft and fall as enemy bullets s lallllled into their bodies. The helicopters were 
also r&eivi.ng heavy d~ge in those seconds on the ground. One of the troops c.irriers had a 110rta.- NUld 
explode right outs ide the cod:pit causing it to roll aver imediately on its side. A spl it second later it 
exploded in a bail of fire. The entire CTS1 was killed. The rmainir.g helicopters Mere taking off at this tinle. 
All 91JnS were firing, but the enaiiy fire NaS not decreasing in intensity. fraa roof tops, Minibr.i doon=ays and 
t renches, enemy bullets ripped into helicopters .. When a.t la.st the whole fonaatioo was out of range of the enemy 
weapons, only one helicopter repa-ted negative damage.· 

The Viet Cong had planned the attack on Dong Xoai with superb care. There NaS no question left in 
anyone's mind that further hel i..bome assaults into available landing z:ones would mean annihilation to the 
majority of the g;owld troops and at tremendous risk to the aviation elements. The 11sth Aviation -Cmpany 
cainander, in temporary cmaand of the entire Army A'viation efforts in Dong Xoai at the time ordered the 
n:maining elements with troops aboard back to the staging area. The la.st helic(!J!ters to land At Phou Vinh .ere 
tw armed helicopters fraa the 118th. The fire team remained over the battle area to a.ct as radio a:mutication 
relay and fire support for the Wound troops. ~light fire team had expended amunition and had lost all 
CIJllN'lications llfith the gromd assault elements. It Mas not laom at this time ..tiether the Special forces 
cmpound NaS still holding out after almost 18 hours of cootinuous attadc. 

The 118th Aviation Cmlpany's flight surgeon in charge of the medical a id statim at fltuoc Vim .as at the · 
cmuiication center requesting Air force C/1:1> transports to evacuate CNer a tuldred ~ MVN solders ..taen 
a relayed radio came through fnn Dong Xoai. It .as one of the Americ.ans in the Dong Xoa.i Special forces 
canpoond. The aassage NaS tragic and heroic. It said I am using my la.st battery for llY radio a.r,d there · is no 
more amt.mition; Ne are all lt!Ulded. ~ of the lllOre serious~ M"e oolding tTer.ades with safety · pins 
already pulled. The Viet C..ong ·are attacking in tunan waves. The last ..ave has been ~eated but lfe ·are 
expecting the next wave t'KM. 

The camnander of the .11sth t>.tio was ~ and heard the radio ESsage stood up and said "I •going in•. 
With that he went to tm parked helicopters~ five other otfi.a!f"S foll~ hill and enlisted O"elil lll!llllers just 
cl mbed into their seats and Naited for take off:. 

Three Helicopters departed Phouc Vinh for .Dong Xoai to evawate the brave solders tlho were holding out to 
the last grenades. ~ they were about to close Dong Xoai, A message to all air ooits in the Dono Xoai- area 
came CNer the radio. Dong Xoai was declared .to a free strike area and everything that IKlYed NOUld·be IMRbed. and 
strafed. The three helicopters, nevertheless, pressed on Mithout hesitation. Such titas the 1110ral present ·in the 
118th Aviation Cmpany. Had there beeTI need tor the entire canpany to go to Dong Xoai, the c.mpany woold . rave 
volunteered to the aan. 

The 118th Aviation ~'sown organic helicopters .again played a vital role in the suc:cessful execution 
of the mission. The armed escort contacted Air Force fighter bmber'S in the area and astc fer their fire 
support. While the Air Force made their bomb r1A1S wer the town the a.l'lled escorts went in frm the south with 
all guns firing. One quarter of a mile sooth of Deng Xoai compound titas a IH.ter C7'QSSing. The Vi.et Cmg had 
concealed in the are.a tNo French armored ca.rs that Nel"e captured earlier in the battle. The aJ"'9ed helicopters 
1o11ere able to discover these mobile ~a.pons pl.atfonas during their low reconnaissance tiy fire and engiged tta 

· with rockets. Their accurate fir'e effectively rendered the armored cars incapable of further cmbat. Had -the 
.~ cal. 11.achine guns on those .arnored cars not ~ put out of action, they NOUld have taken a serious toll of 
the troop carriers as they approached Dong Xoai. 

The three troop carriers now moved in fraa the south. They were fast and low and their door gwiners ..er-e 
firing .at any trace of Viet Coog activity in range. There Mas constant firing and aa.rtcing of tarqets all along 
the flight route into the soccer field at Dong Xo.ai. With cm1plete Strprise they touched <blrl in the soccer 
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field outside the Special Forces ccnpound. Hastily, the Viet Cong organized an attack. The crews reported enemy 
standing up on +...he rnnprn.md walls and firing do.Bin .at the helicopters not more then fifty feet away. While the 
hel irnpters were being hit frrni all directions and the door gunners firing at point targets at close range, a 
Cf'a;I chief leaped frail the helicopter and exposed himself a:apletely to ~ enell!IJ fire. He fired a full 
ma•;Jazine from his M14 at the rnnpouncl entrance, then with disregard for his (1.110 safety, -fought his Nay into the 
·Cmpol.md and br-oi .. ight out t-he last defenders of the outpost. For this .act of valor the CTQf chief was ~ 
the Distinguished FliJing Cross. There were nine wounded {lmericans .and eight Vietnamese that were rescued frm 
Dong Xoai that .a:ftern'.loo. Thelj were the last srvi..vors of the original defenders of Dong Xoaia 

At the debriefing held at Phuoc Vinh after the three helicopters had returned, an interesting event came" 
to everyone's attention= Within seconds aft-er U\e take off of t he evacuation helicopters, the area' where they 
had landed exploded into w.odar fire and it was raked with large caliber ma.chine gun fire in all quadrants. The 
fact that the helicopters ~ able to successfully a:nplete their mission can be attributed to the element of 
St.."7-ise and the darin.~ coirage of the HSth helicopter ~. The Viet Cong were evidently expecting a landing 
i.n the hea.At of Doog Xoai= The extra seconds it took U\?111 to reposition tr.eir ~a.pons to bear do«t upon the 
helicopters that~ making the evacuation allowed the successful accomplishlllent of that daring aission. For 
their c011rage ab..."ll/e and ~"JOO the call of diJtJJ, the th.ree crews 1r1ere decorated with one Distinguished Service 
Cross, fi\.--e Silver Sta."'S, one Oistjfl91Jished flying Cross and -five Air Medals for heroism. 

With the evacuation -0f the c~, the armed helicopters and Air force fighter bmbers were f'ree to Dalee 
strike aver the entire area. The Milled helicopters made strike a-fter strike stopping only to rear11 and · refuel. 
There li!as constant rain of fire fri:n the sky in t.he W!.~le area, was the remark made by III Corps advisor ill" a 
HSth Aviation C-Gllpany conmand and control helicopter. 

Late in the afternoon of 10 June 1965, the 52nd Ranger Battalion arrived in Phuoc Vim. Plans l!lef'e 

imaediately put into effect to t.ake t-hm to Dong Xoai. Verbal orders were given to the aviation cmpany 
cGOO!anders while the crews made last minute chedcs on their helicopters prior to becming airborne·. As · the 
baitalioo-siz:ed ai.mobile fo.--ce neared Dong Xoai, the final decision tifas to put the ·Rangers into the soccer 
field w.~-r-e the s1Jccessful evacuation was made a few hoUrs before. 

The ii8th Aviation Cmpani::J lifaS again given the honor of leadifl9 the coabat assault. The flight route · was 
the same as we used on tt-.e pre'v'ioos evacuation mission~ The helicopter slipped into the soccer field receiving 
only scattered _:small <Ll"l!IS as tooJ landed 2 Once oo the ground, ~er. the. Rangers were being shot -dmiln as they 
tried to ffi.'Jlle . from the landing zone to the cam.,"'0000 and toward the center of tmm. The enemy, nevertheless, 
mllSt not have expected an:Jther daring assault that day and the air strikes must have done their job '1ella The 
Viet C."Jng hastill,f prepared a defense around the church in tGIJl witch had become their forward command post. 
Hai;iever,. resi..shnce was sl{!f.llly p1Jt to an end~ the compound was seo.JN!d, the UMrl ~cupied. ~ Xoai was 
under control of the allied forces once a.gain ~'hen· darkness came that day. The success of the last assault must 
~e attri.but~ to the hi..ijl degree of mooilitij and fle~ibil ity of oor fighting force, and the determination and 
\ilil l in•~"leSs of our t'l i•:Jht crews in their helicopters. : 

The iiSth Aviation C-0mpany r-eturned to Eien Hoa after the I ift o-1 52nd Ranga- Battalion on 10 Jme 1965. 
The d.ay of ~a.v~ h,;,tir.,~ had cai..1sed the loss of one entire helicopter crBit and aircraft, plus almost ever-y 
hel icopter having received bullet and shrapnel damage. Ten purple hearts were ~de-cl to me;ubers of the !18th 
T~.uni:k"""'"rbirrl~ as a result of this actio.,= 

!luring tt-.e night; more detailed intelligence of the enemy situation wa:s developed. The enemy had initially 
cr&Gitt·::-d a. full ~iment of r-~gi..ilar troops ~ith hea.vi::J supporting eL~ts. Seven Viet Cong «nti-aircra.ft .gm 
~-"'.ls it i&.s were destroyed by air in and ar-ound Oong Xoa i. Hundreds of mortar round from enmy CM>rtars had 
dest."1}:Jed practicaliy e"v'eF';f fortifica.tic.n in the ~.pecial Forces Compour.d. But the devastation air strikes and 
i:l.~t.1r·~ents had caused the Viet Cong to suffer hea'v''J losses. D:Jring the day a second regiment with 
headquarters at the Thanh Loi Plant.atioo had t~'.J be coonitted for- the attack on the cmpound. The Viet Cong used 
htalian :;;av-e attacks on the cc.""lipound was repeatedly ~aten back before the defenders ~ere evacuated when their 
allF.1.m it ic.n gave out. HG.;1ever, even thoi~ the I,} iet CGf11J oc~ ied a.Li of Dong Xoa i by late afternoon 10 June 
i%5, it ;.ias not long before they (1.lf're a>1er¥Jhel;r.ed by the allied forces. The arrival of the battle wise ARVH 
Ranger Battalion :;;as enow,;. to break ail o.~¥-riiz:ed resistance i!'1 the immediate vicinity of ~ town. ·"' 

The next morning ii J1xie 1%5 113th Ff.liation Compa!'llJ 111as bad in full strength at Phouc Vinh. There was to 
be a battalion s iz:ed C{]llbat . assault with the ii!3th -i!S tm lead elroient.. One hi..a·d'ed paratroopers of the 7th 
airiKwr~ ~Litt.al ion ARVN wer-2 lifted b:J the 118th into the soccer at Dong Xoai. Although fire was expected by 
the a.via.hon units, the armed escorts fla'I lo;.i to Qr-aw fire frcn the enemy prior to the arrival of the troops 
carr1,1in.~ helicopters, no enemy fire ~as received. The assault was completed with the arrival of the remaining 
elements of tr.-e a irmoh i.le b.a. tta lion. . 

La.r-~e scale medical i:;vacuation o-r ARVN casualties began imediately after the air landing of the 
paratroopers on H JtJne B"j 5. Hostil itie:s were coming to .a halt in Dong Xo.ai except for isol.ated and rear ~ 
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actio."l. The woonded were brought to the soccer -field and loaded on helicopters. There were al.most no medical 
facilities at Dong Xoai all the casual ties were taken to Phuoc Vinh where the 118th Aviation Company flight 
surgeon had ~t up a clearing station. The doctor had been working for over forty hours with little rest when 
the mass evacuation of wounded ARVtt soldief"S began. Helicopters continued to bring to Phuoc: Vinh seriously 
wounded and the medical personnel were O'v'erwhelmed 111ith the worlc. At one ti.me there were over t.o OOnlred 
wounded awaiting treatment at Phuoc Vinh. The medical pel"Sonnel worked diligently and many soldiers I ives ~ 
saved~ 

On 12 .June 1%S, again staging frooi Phuoc Vinh, Republic of Vietnam, the cmpa.ny lifted elements of the 
first battalion 43· Regiment ARvlfi. The mission of the 1st Battalion was to reinforce the garrison already 
located at Dong Xoai. The troop strength at Dong Xoai was approaching a thousand and sufficient strength ~ 
present to seC"Jre the to!.iln. 

Except for isolated snipers amt eneay soldiers that 1r1ere trapped in the tmm itself, the 1:1aine body of the 
enemy had vanished. There was only small uni.ts enga~ts on 12 June 1965. The U8th provided armed 
helicopters support on a continuous basis to give fire support to the ground forces. There was ensny fire · but 
no casualties were sustaL"led bsJ the flight crews. The armed helicopters also made an extensive remmaissance 
and search of the areas where the elements of the 1st Battalion 7th Regiment were' coomitted to battle on 10JWle 
1%5. Th~ were unable to detect any si~ of the AR'JH unit. The U8th thus prepared for an assault on the 
following day. 

After being in continuous operations for aver 72 hours, the 118th Aviation Cmpa.ny still provided the 
majority of the helicopters for t.he assault on 13 Jooe 1%5. Despite the h&Mj casualties and excessive daaa.ge 
to the helicopters, the morale of the cmtpany remained extremely high. Hany of the helicopters now carried 
volunteer gur.ners consisting of clerks Med crn:W..s fNlll the cmpany. 

The company went to Xuan Loe to pick up soldiers belonging to the AwH 43 Regiment. A hlntred soldiers 
!#~ lifted inw a l.andir19 ZOfle a half 11ile north of the original assault area conducted oo the first day of 
the operation. From thela.ooing area, the soldiers were to move through the jungle and rubber trees to search 
for the troops t-ffit ha.d disappeared shortly ,ifter they ti1ere Landed. During the conduct of the assault, 
scattered small arms fire was received fr(Jll the etl8r.Y hiding in the vast Thanh Loi Plantation. Thi! cmapany did 
not sustain mJ damage t-0 the helicopters. nor a.niJ casualties. The enemy in this assault, Vned out to be the 
weather witch became to be a serious hazard to flight. 

The lift of the 43 Regiment was conducted at night under 11inimua I ighting conditions. All dtring the 
daylight hours. ti.re teams searched for the 7th Reqiment soldiers. Finally the situation becme too urgent not 
to risk an air asgult and ground search. The 11Sth was the only airmobile mnpany experienced in night 
assa11lts. The assault was accomplished a.ccordi.™J to schedule. ~ due to the rapidly deteriorating '1Seather 
on the return flights, the pilots ~re unable to hold their formation and hei icoptef"S were scattered all over 
"War Zone D". There was hidden thunderstorms throogh oot the area. Heavy rain reduced visibility to bare 
minim:;; and winds gusting up to forty knots m.:tde any helicopter flying extremely difficult. Only the high 
degree of training and professionalism of the aviators preventM sure disaster and Loss of crews and 

, helicopters. The flight returned to Bien Hoa ifldivid1.Jally with every helicopter accounted for at 23:.> hours. 
iiany of the hel i.copters had but few minutes of fuel rmaining. 

The Dong Xoai battle was to have a final chapter on 20 June 1965. On that date the largest heliborne 
0p--eratioo in t.he HI Corps area l;lilS to dima.x the closing of the battle. The 118t.h Aviation Ca;ipany was again 
chosen to lead t he assault of seventy-seven troop carders and forty armed escorts. St.aging for Hon Ouan, the 
miss i.cm of the he l i.borr.e fo."'t:e ~as t.o conduct combat ass:au l ts to the area nort.'l of Dong Xoa. i where 
reconnaissance patrols and intelligence indicated a concentration of Viet Cong forces in a n.tiber plantation it 
was beli.eved that the«J ~ere remnants of t-he two ef!efi'tlJ reg iments that had attacked l>on>:J Xoai. It appeared that 
the enemy was now attenpting to withdraw and break contact. 

One ttmusand and ei.ghty-ni.r.e paratroopers witch ~re the entire 3rd and 8th ARVM Airborne Battalioos, 
ere.am of the Vietnamese Army, ~re landed by combat assault. Minor damages were sustained by a single 
heii.copter :;;itch ~as r:aused biJ one ert€llilJ :saaU a.rns bullet. There ~as no other incidents of enemy resistance 
that da~. 

0."1 20 June 1%5, the battle of Dong Xoai came t o a close for the 118th Aviation Company . 

Distinguished Unit Citation were ~a..~ded to the 14Sth C.A.B., 117th AHC, 118th AHC. 120th AHC, 197th AHC, 
and Canpa~.:J NS01st r..m . fill. for their actions be~n 10 June 1%5 t o 13 June 1965. 

) 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Th is financial report covers 1 October 1990 to 31 December 1990. This report i s 
intended t o g1·ve •Jou an over a l 1 l •:Jok at what your dues and donation money is used for . 
If uou have any ques t ion5 or s uggestions please l et me know . I want you to know that 
your money is be ing used for the i ntended purpose . 
Bal a.nee 1 October 1990 . • • • • • • • • . • . . • • • . • • • • • . • . . . . . . . • • . • • • . . • • • • • • • $488 . 77 
Total depos i ts 10/1/90 t o 12131/90 <Dues , Donat ions, Fund Ra isers ) • . $1619 . 40 

Expend i t1..1res 
Postage ...... . ....... . .. . .... .. . . . . $281. 53 
long Dis tance Phone •• • •••• • ••• • • • • • $ 199 . 27 
Mis cell aneous (see note) . . • • ••• • ••• $520.94 
Bank Fees • •.• •• •• .• ••••••••• • ••• • • •• $29.55 
Fund Raiser Supplies • • •• •• •••• . .• • . $351 .35 
Copy Machine Repairs •••• • • • • • . • •• •• $484. 39 

Tota l .••••• $2108.17 

Tot a l expend itur es •••. • • • $1867.03 .•••.•••• - $1867 .0 3 

Balance 31 December 1990 •••••• • $241.14 
Miscel l a neous i nc l udes computer supplies (paper, mai l i ng l abe l s, printer ribbons , etc . ) , 
n~~s letter s upplies (pa per , s t apl es, copy machine suppl ies, etc. ), envel opes , notes 
books , ink pens , e t c . The Fund Raiser s upp l ies are l isted separt a t e l y in this r eport 
because the amount was so large with getting the supplies to make the si lk scr eens, 
buy i ng ink, and T- s h irts . Our s tock is slowly bui l d ing up and s el l s are go i ng rather 
we ll. 

To give you a look at how we did t h i s last year , her e is a brake down of what we 
brought i n and what we spent : 

1990 Total intake •• • • • ••••• • • •• •••• • • • • • $6368 .60 
1990 Expenditures 

Post age .•• .... .. . .•. • .. . .. • . • • • .. . $1639.78 
Long Dis t ance Phone • •••• • ••••• • •••• $585 .0 9 
Mis ce ll aneous <see note) • • •••••• • • $2379 . 53 
Bank Fees • • • ••• ••• • • . : ••• .•• • • • . .• •• $88 . 12 
Fund Ra iser Suppl ies .••• • •• • •• • • •• $1555 .04 
Cop~ Mach ine Repairs • ••• • • • • •••• ••• $749 . 39 
t1emor i a. 1 Fund . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. s •••• • ••• $60 . 00 

1990 Tot .a l expend itLires .. .•• ••• •• • • • • •• • $7056.95 or Negative income $ 688.35 
For that $608.35 negat ive income or loss we have located many new people and increased our 

s t ock. We s t art out 1991 wit h 142 T-shirts print ed r eady t o go with a cash value of $1846 and 
suppl ies to print another 146 at a cash value of $1898 . So as a profit for all our eUorts in 
1990 we have many new f riends and a T-sh irt stock of $3744. 
~T WE REALLY ~EEO IS FOR EVERYONE WE 1-WJE LOCATED WOO HAVE NOT JO it£D THE ASSOCIATION TO 

Jorn. WE NEED THE MONEY TO KEEP 6RIJ.JING. So please check your membership card, if t he c ard i s 
expired or if' you don ' t have one p i.ease ~ro in our association, we need 4'QUr suppor t . If another 
59 people ~ould have Joined or r enewed t.~.e ir dues our negat ive inccxne would have been a positive 
incm.e . I 1o1ant to thank all those who have joined and all who have made donations a.bove the 
dues, t o :.:four credit WP have do,....e this 1;1ell. 

Ue have cut our e¥penern:es down b1-:f o."lly sending news letters t o t hose who have j oined the 
association er ,iust been locat~= NOTICE if you have not joined please do so# if not you 
probably 111 il l not recieve am; r.mr e naois l etters. Right aft er t h is newslett er I ~ i ll be cutt ing 
down t he ma ii i m l i.st again. ;.'.hen I rece i·v~~ mm~rsh ip dues I code t he ind iv idal 's file with the 
ilffi1bership •Jear/s they joined, example ':K>- 9L 91- 92, 92-93, if t he code is not on your f ile the 
prin"i2r will not print a mail inq lable for yoi.J. Membership years are frm 1 Juh4 to ~ June , n<M 
is ihe t ime t o join or r enew 4our- m€mbers h ip . Our Assoc iation wil l continue for al l those who 
join. Check t he mailinq lab le on this nBrisletter for 4our me1nbership s tati.Js. 

PLEASE JOIN TODAY~ WE NEED YOUR S U P PORT 
Pa.ge 1S 



COLOR T-SHIRTS 
The T-shirts sell for $13 eac:ti. They are in the original unit patch designs and colors as dose 

as I can. They are printed on ringer type T-shirts, that's ttihite T-shirts with dark blue around the 
neck and sleeve~. '"fhese T-shirts. are pr int.ed 111 i th. Association monei; and all monecJ frrni the T-shirts 
~ to the Assoc1at1on to help with expenses. So if _you can, olease order one, t~ are also great 
advertising for locating new members for our Association. The 'lettering outside the Association and 
Unit designs are printed in black ink. The pictures at the bottOll of this page are black and white 

' because this copy machine doesn't prL'it a1lor hl.Jt please try to i111a9ine 'them in color. [ have 
ass i 9ned stock msnbers to the des i_gns for easier ordering and f il I ing of orders. Pl ease try to use 
the stock rn.mbers .. I will try to stock them in M~i.1.a-n. Large. XL .• XXL. XXXL. The Association T-shirt 
design is the unofficial 14Sth C.A.B. "First In Vietnam" design. It is intended for use bl) ~ 

• eligtble to be a member or associate member of our Association. I '1100ld Li.Ice to see eyeryone have an 
Association T-shirt and a unit T-shirt for their ur1it. 

To order see order fonn inserted! in newsletter. Thank you~ and please send your order today. 

{31..ACK 
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NEW PEOPLE LOCATED LIST 
21 January 1991 r 

The l ist is arranged chronolog ical ly by unit. I arranged the list as accurately •s 
possibl e with the information I have, some people I only have the year they enter~d 
Vietnam, others I have t he complete date. I would like to have at least the month and 
1;1ear i n .a.nd out of the unit , if possible. I tried to l ist people's rank in one of three 
cat egories , OF=Of'f icer , WO=Warr-ant O·H icer , or EM=Enl isted Men. Please check the 1 ist 
f or accuracy, pl ease notify me of any mistakes or blank s paces. The * beside t he rank 
denotes t hos e who have sent in their annual dues already. Note the da.te on the top of 
the page . Some of the people l i s t ed have a new address so use t his as an update to the 
Directory . Thank You 
IJUT IA,Cf m£ f"IRST fW£ STREET cm ST ZIP Ptm: IW\1£ DAT£ RAfl( 

JffC BOJTOQES(I ~ILY lMSIW..£ 963 1%4 EM 
tiiC IMSBOTWtt .MS J FAYETTEV Ill.£ 1968 1969 IF 
ltiC BRISKT llrt>SAY W UIJl~lill 1971 ·1m EM 
68 AX<: BASOSY J(Hi ti Pl«EIIX 1969 1970 EM 
Ar.i.>1 Broff ALFRED J ~VEST!lt 1964 1965 
71AHC SfABll_T Rtll 6ARl.Ali) 1966 1967 mt 
71 AOC ~ .JM:S Sl.IDELL 1%11969 
71 AMC BIER{WiS BOO FT alf'8BL 1967 1'68 
71 AHC l.Wl)IHI VIC 6RIDlm) 1968 1969-W 
71 AHC 6ARREH IC-45554 IWHELE VPl:JN ll.l£ 1%9 tm EH 
71 AMC BfAllOff" HIOM..J l.JUIIBJR6 1970 1971 
117AHC IW)EH RmER'T CMTIJt 1965 1.965 
117AHC BOUCmRD JIHt R PITTSlllRlil 1967 1.%8 
11'/AHC BESEM JOSEPH tutSllt 1971 1972 
118AHC l~ !m.IE • Jll1" AUSTiii 1966 196& (F 

11BAHC TtilWt STev1E f1t.llll 1968 1968 EM* 
11.IWIC 6IllIAfl l'.M L IDllTAlfl !DE mo 1"11-·att 
11!r!HC llERiffil lll. OM.IE EDM 1965 1966 
119AHC BlOOl.E 11lcmEJ.. B WM1M 19'5 1966 CF 
11~ awes WESt..£Y l OWUSTill 1967 1968 EH 
119AHC Qcmt ALMS CIJ!OOXl 1969 1969 f)tl 

1YMt KIJUR AffTlDI'( J OE1fJER 1969 1970 Di 
1YMI BmKS J(Ht J IURTllt 1912-tcm 
93 TRAM BEYER 6E1£ A SAN AKTIJIID 1963 1%4 
121AHC cmw..J.. JOC tUA 1964 1964. IF 
12WlC BEJIETT "ramE CWJ'llIA 1968 1%9' 
l35AHC MB4 STAH CM IO 6EI1.IH1 1968 1%Q:. EM 
l:MIC Af«RS !DJ SAN AffTIJt ID 1968:1%9' 
135AHC BLACK IW'ERflt AnMTA 1969 19i'O 
1.35AffC rums J!HI J ll6Hll 19711972 
13!WlC IW.J..IS ARTilR H FT ROO<ER 19'/2 1972 
l~ ~n.EY MVID R ROOERTA 1969 1970 w 
1~ BEJH:TT OOJID £ Ml.IHGTIJf 1%, 1969'lF 
IJTT TATE lRVOO W ~ITEFIB..D 1962 1963 EHi 
197AHC BDO£TT OOWt.D E fAYrnl\llill 1966 1967 w 
33-WfC HlJR1.ACl£R JCI: l.ATM 19661969911 
33'4AHC ~mmJSE J£Hf H tEW PRESTIJH 1966 19 . EHi 
33.wtC B{ll! [SQl 0006 11 MYER 1968 1969 w 
33Wte AOOIR RllltIE L MCJm.\6E 19711972 
21~ B111f1KEHSHIP EARt£ST w tlltfIBKUO 197'0 1971 
A/82 TR!WIS LYLE T ROCKfWT 1965 1967 EM 
3MfC MOOR [S{Jt JOE ~CIJJE 1967 1%7 
33!iitC BROO<EJ..58'( JOttl ~ 1968 19 
3MiC LUKI ROO£RT E JUtCT~ cm 1968··1%9 
3MiC 8Ufl.£R RICK E lAKEWOOO 1971 1971 
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LAST MIMUTE NOTES 
335th AHC COWBOY PATCHES 

Jim Spanel who served with the 
335th AHC in 1971 has gotten his 
oriQinal 335th AHC patch reproduced. 1 
will try to copy the patch here in the~ 
newsletter but it doesn't come out very 
good in black & white. The patch design~ 
is a cowboy riding a huey and lassoing a 
VC. The cowboy is wearing a red shirt, 
blue pants 1 riding a green helicopter, 
brown boots, gloves, hat, and VC 
clothes, black outlining, the patch also 
contains some yellow and flesh tones. 
Jim sent me 25 patches to sell to raise 
funds for the Association at ·$4 each. 
Hopefully we will have enough so that 
everyone who served with the 335th who 
wants one can get one. See order ·form nn 
back of "HELP" article. 

PHONE BOOKS 
l use phone books from a.11 over the country to look up people we are trying to 

locate. If I could get evers,;one going to our Reunion to bring this years or last years 
phone book it w•::iuld really build up my collection, and hopefully help in finding more 
people. So please try to remember to bring a phone book with you to the Reunion. 

ANOTHER MOVING WALL 
Back many years ago John D~~itt, a Vietnam Vet, a doorgunner, was so moved by the 

"WALL" when visiting Washington, DC that he wanted to build one in San Jose, CA so that 
West Coast Vets that couldn't go to Washington, DC could atleast see and feel the 
"t:.JALL". He put together a 1/2 scale "WALL" and set it up near San Jose. He was 
approached by other Veterans grmAps to di sp 1 asJ the 1/2 sea I e "WALL" in the.ir area before 
the i/2 scale "WALL" wa.s ma.de permanant. That's the story of the "Moving Wall". The tt1 
rule John had for the "Moving Wall" was it wasn't to be used to sell anything. Back in 
1986 and 87 Adolph Coors Company had what they said was an original idea· of building a 
i/2 scale "WALL" and take it aror .. md the country , this was after seeing the "Moving 

l.-Ja.11", a.nc! .j1..~st so happened the showing da.te a.nd pl aces was about the same as the new 
distrib1.1tion places for Coor Beer . After much court and attorney time Coors settled with 
John's orqianiza.tion ancl got 01_1t of the Wall business, and I'm glad of that. Now I hear 
that another company has a "Hoving Wall", t here is no charge for it and they only show 
it on their property. The company SCI, Service Corporation International, a 1987 Sl.lfllTlary 
stated that this company is the largest publicly held funeral service I cemetery company 
in Horth America. , operat in•;i some 375 f 1;nera.l homes, 91 cemeteries, 22 funeral product & 
suppl:~ manufacturing plants , two casket distribution centers a.nd 72 flower shops . 
thr•JU•~hout the U.S. 8: Ca.nacla. Nos>J I'm sure that a comp.3.ny as big as SCI wouldn't be 4 

trying to take ad-vantage of the fa.ct that most of us ~hetnam Vet are reaching the age. 
t.<Jhere t..;e st.a.rt th inking about the need for their services. If a company was using the ',. " 
"Wali " to pla1::5 on our emotions and sell us thing .. I wou ld consider that as being illYlloral • 
a.nd unethica.l. Anyone tha.t would l ik>? to 1>.1rite and thank them or send comments, here is 
their .address : Service Corporation International, 1929 Al len Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 
(7i3) 522-5141 

I don't bel ie"ve t hat any of the people who's names are on the "WALL" made that 
s.ac ifice just to help sell a product, or to make a poli tical statement for what's going 
on in the ~<1orl d today. Peop 1 e shou 1 dn 't use the b 1 ood of our brother and s ister Veterans 
for their or,..m profit or personnal viewpoint. 

Page 22 



FIJN D RA I 'SERS 

l..Je h.a.ve .a. few on go in~ fund r.a. i sers , the purpose of these is to ra. i se 
operatina funds for the association and to provide ~ou with items ~ou 

m .iaht 1 ike . We need the mone1=4 and ha.te to beg for it. Membership forms f'or 
those v.J ho need to join or renet>J their membership is on the top of the 
i:wder form inserted in the nei.>1sl etter. Pl e.a.se he l p us gr01A1. 

TOP T I GE'R PATCHES 

Gary Allison had 200 Top Tiger patches made up, they sell for $4 each. He donated 
the last 70 to the association. He funded this project with his own money. After this 
project is completed we hope to be able to have patches made for the ·other un its. 
H0pefully the association will be able to fund these projects, the demand and the 
a:v·ailabil ity of a patch wil 1 determine which patch we have done next. See order f orm 
inEerted in newsletter-. 

THUNDERBIRD PAT CHES 

David Evans had 200 Th• .. mder-b i rd, " It Sha 11 Be Done" patches made up.. they se 11 for 
$4 each . Any profits he is donating to the Assoc iat ion. The patches look great. You can 
order them by writing to: David Evans, 29609 Bock St, Garden City , MI 48135. Or send 
order form inserted in newsletter. Include your name and mai ling address with·the $4 
ea.ch. 

335th COWBOY PATCHES 

Jim Spanel who served with the 335th AHC in 1971 has sent me 25 of the CCXJBOY 
patches to sell to raise funds and also to give you the opportunity to have one. The 
patch is the 4" round one of the Cowboy riding a huey and lassoing a VC . The patches 
sell for $4 each. 

CASSETTE TAPE 

The tapes "Bien Ho.a Attack, Tet Jan. 31. 1968" and "Combat Assa.ult 190th Avn. Co . 
<Gunship ) " I put on one tape. Bien Hoa Attack on one side and 190th Gunships on tne 
other , and cal ling it "Battle of Bien Hoa and Gunship Action", At the 07 Reun ion we were 
selling these for $10 each, they have been put on one tape that we are selling for $15 
as a fund r.;l.iser . This combined tape has been verrJ popular- with a.11 who have heard it 
and I recomrnend it to ever~one who served at Bien Hoa or anyone who s erved with a 
helicopter unit. Order one, I th ink ~ou wil l like it . See order form inserted in 
newsletter. 

Color T-Shirts: 

now have the color T-shirt ma.de of the original IJTT design. the one with the 
helicopter on it and the UTT T-shirt with Pegas1.is <the fly ing horse) on it and the 197th 
design <Pega.sus with the 68 and 197 a.dded), we also noi;i have full color T-sh irts for the 
68th AHC, ?ist AHC, 118th AHC, 120th AHC, 121st AHC, 13Sth AHC, 190th AHC a nd 334th AHC, 
these designs a.re ready to be mailed 01.Jt when I receive yo1Jr order. These des igns are 
printed on t he -front of a 1.-1hite T-sh irt ab1:iut 12 11 to i3" high including the lettering 
and are t n co 1 or as ci ose as can be matched tc1 the orig i na 1 col or. The cost is $13 ea.ch 
and all pr·of'its 90 to tho? Associa.tion. See page 19 ~ 20 of this n~1sletter for more 
details and pictures. Use order form inserted in newsletter. Send order to: 145th CAB'JA, 
37 i 9 Fore st H il l Ave, Fort 1,..Jayne.. IN 46805 

The Association T-shirts a.re ready to be mailed as soon a.s I receive your order, 
thelJ are go inQ rea l fa.st . 1...Jhen the current stock runs out I' 11 pr int more, so del ive~ 
time should be short. Thet,.1 have the 145th "first in Vietnam" patch design with 
Asso•: ia t ion :>1r it ten be 1 ow, -3.nd in col or, 
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