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Dear Bill,

One thing about staying in hotels, is that one can stock up
on stationary!!!

any thanks for yowr letter...the news about Ed came as a
great surprise. I hadn't heard this, nor could any of my imformants, so
this afternoon, 1 checked out with the Auckland papers in the library
and sure enough, there was a report, in the paper of May I that Ed was
workigewith a medical team in wuang Tri. 1t was a rather® loosely writt
articl® and I wonder now at the valildity of it. Also on Saturday night,
there was an interview on tel.y, with Ed's Mum and Dad and all they knew
was...nothing, so after, I phoned thea and told them what you had saigd,
for which I think they were grateful.

I have a feeling that this is going to develope into a real old
ramble, s0 excuse my meanderings....

I had a letter from Pat and so far, or at least when the letter
was written, she hadn't written to the Bakers, so maybe a letter from
you would be welcome. Their address...J.V.T. Baker

Main Roead Ngrth
Paraparaumu
N.Z.

I also had a letter from Melba Badders and was delighted to get
that...l think she will e&mp- be writing to them. She was agking if I had
any ideas, so I suggested that perhaps they might try writing in French
or even Vietnamese..if you can write it. The V;etnamese can be funny as
far as language gees and often have or rather had more repsect for some-
one who spoke ¥rench, when they didn't speak Vietnamese..it is always
worth a try.

Melba also asked for any addresses of Minh Quy people thatl have,
so I've sent those on to her., IJ \fow ™o~ avwy — Hhe. [ed “tane Lfnaws

I hhd a letter from John...he doesn'! say much, but I heard from
Pat, that as well as his wife, he has 5 of her relatives with him,..
including his father-in-law who had to hsave his leg amputatsd, in Saigon
«.Dick Matern did +the job. A house had falien on him, when he was on
Phu@uoc Island, When he wrote to me, he was trying to get a job, with a
construction company and was also tryin:zz to get into nursing school. 1
just wish that I could do sometning for him, with all the problems he
naving, with having to feed accomadate ete, such a large family.
His address, in case you haven't got it yet.
30I Blemhuber Avenue
Marquette,

I have had three letters from Barbara Svitlik and she has the
same news, as Pat and Melba.

And 1 was delighted to get a letter from Senia, last weeke... it
was awful for a while, wondering what had happened to all the various
members of our team..o1 perhaps, 1 should say..family..for in all the
letters I have had, there is so much concern for other people. It is more
like members of a family, writing to oneanother, asking [Tor news.

Anyway, Senia is back i: Indonesia after having many of her paper



A W ﬁﬁff! with the family killing a pig for the

oseasion and a party that lasted for 4 days.

37 Scolts Road, Singapore9. Her address, in case you haven'®’ got it...and
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Senia Simandjantak,

¢/o Rev. S. Simandjantak,

P.D. Sipahutar,

Tarutung,

Sumatra

Indonesia.
She was asking for Phyliss address, so I shall be able to send that on
now, as well as writing ¢o her myself, for I had only her Stateside
one and had the feeling that she was still in BK,

Bernadette wrijes and from what she says, things mightbe on the
move,,,but first of all...

The former Saigon Ambassador left N.Z. for the greener fields of
the U.5.A. about 10 days ago and it was announced, th& the Yugoslav
Embassy, was handling any matter pertaining to Vietnam. Since then, I
have been trying to think of the mest diplomatic words, I could use,
when writing to them and also to our own Rinistry of Foreign Affairs..to
see what their attitude is...but so far I haven'T had all that much
success.

Anyway, Bernadette says that in Wellington, it was thought, that
the Yugoslavs were Jjust going to be looking after the Saigon Ambass's
house and cars etc...until Jack (Enwright) went and saw the Ambassador,
who wanted to know the names of all those, who wanted to return to
Vietnam!! B. heard all this from Skiff and one of the first things that
she askedhimwas...had Jack inquired about Ed,,but of course Jack hadnl!t
Now everyone is flapping around up there, trying to find out what they
can from F.A. before rushing off to make their appointments with the
Yugoslavs.

I have writtén to one of the guys, ¥ho worked in the Saigon e
Embassy, privately to find out, to whom I should best write at F.A. and
also dropped the bit that I got from Melba, about the possibility of
. channelling momr®py, through Canada or N.Z. I thought it might bring some
reaction.

The address of the Yugoslav Embassy, i8 49 Hobson Street
Wellington.
Just in case it is of some use,

I have also written to all the people I can think of, who migt
have had some news from Saigon, since the take-over and as well, to
Sister Mary Lawerence, who is the N.Z. nun who was thken prisoner :nd
held for about 7 weeks back in January. She is now back here after
having been evacuateatwice and seems to have ears in all sorts of places
and is a bit of a character...quite capable of stirring up the shit, wher
the occassion warrants it!! I am hoping for some repiies soon.

034 Jack baby, has been in a tizzy, for he heard that his
girl friend had made it out to Guam and now he is putting pressure on
to have Vietnamese families addmitted here. The girl was a midwife in
Binh Dinh and hér husband a doctor, so it should be a cozy set-up!!
This country has played ithe wholet thing very cool..at one stgge the
Govt said they would take 50 familiea, but there was a foul up in
communications with the U.N. Committe? for Refugees, so nothing has
hapoened, as yet. At another stage, they said they would take to famil-
ioa af Vietnamasa alresadv living here and when the students made their



A m m One would almost think that they did not

want Vietnamese here...but public opinion
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I haven'y heard from Jean Taylor for a while, so wonder if
she has gone off to the Sudan as she was talking about in her last lettexn
which was dated @§7/4...and which seemed to travel around the world in a
bottle, before I got it.

Oh...I merfioned to Melba about Belinda...I wrote her a
couple of times to her U.K. address, but have had no reply...but in the
last letter I had from her, about Jan-Feb, she was on her way to take up
a new job in Asia...s0 I must remember to write and see in anyone in
Singapore knows where she is. The thing th4 she ment.oned in that letter,
was that around September, she thought she might be making a trip to
Notth Vietnam, inspecting their midwifery services. If I can track her
down, she might be a help...but on the other hand, those people up thete.
might not thank her for such ingquiries,

Seems like I spend all my life writing letters, but I did
get around to writing to Scott, the other day...after seeini on telly,
that Omaha..Nebraska, had been flattemed by a tornado...poor Becott goes
from one disaster area, to another. Also wrote to Pra Dhan,

I menfioned T;erese to Melba, but as you have already write
to her..that doesn'™ matter. I do hope by now that there is some word of
Kerry '

Seeing as I am rambling on...I might as well mzke a job of &
Leaving out the Quang Tri report...l have always doubted that Ed and
George remained in Kontum...if in fact anycne remiined there. We were toi\
that the Vietnamese were told to leave..,and they went south...then there
was the report of the overflight of Kontum, supposedly by an® American
rlane, which reported that the town and countryside appeared to be
démerted. Noq,as most of the Montagnards came from the northern patts of
the province, I could believe, that they were told to return to their
own lands and then, if these people took all the able-~bodied men into
their own forces, then I could believe, that with the major patient source
gone...the lack of staff at the hospif&l...that Ed and George would have
gone with the people...though how they would have made out for supplies
etc, in order to work...l still haven'} figured out yet. From say around
Dak To etc..isn't there a road that goes to Quang Nghal, so that if they
were caught up with there, they could easily have been taken to Q.zgzand
then further north still, If they did in fact go to QW= with all the
Vietnaése, hhAving moved out of there they only people there would have ba
been Montagnards, who were supposed to have be n in a sorry state. This
latter bit, I think I got from Rmah Dock..the Ethnic Minorities Offiwer
in Pleiku, some months ago.

Oh anotherlteer 1 have rec#ived, was from John Roberts who wm
with USAID in Qui Nhon...poor 0ld John sounds a right mess...he had been
trying to get a Vietnamese girl out, as had Lou Borum (ex military) but
neither of them had any success. The last John heard from Saigon was on
April 25, Tstatl Ketp writrm 1> oln ‘ncase bhe bewy omvgte

For myself,.,..well I still haven't got a job, though I have
applied for one, as a District Nurse. here in Invercargill...this is a
temporary position and if I got it...it would just suit me fine...it will
giveme a chance to save a bit a sorely needed cash, as well as time to
really make up my :xind what I want to do. I went for am interview, with
the hospital matron, who had a clever idea,.for her..and that was that 1



Social worker...God help everyone..the

A W 4 latter, was in Gore...a place just passed
‘1!‘!!’ the last tombstone!! I think my lack of
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ago, 1 was on the verge of moving up to Wellington, but my badood pressure
was playing up, so once again, 1 have falgden into the hands of a physiciam
and things aresettling down again, I feel that until thef* ale settled,
then 1 am better to.stick around here.

I moved back into the 0ld house at the weekend.e
all glorious Victoriana...the whole 9 rooms of iti{!! I am just using
a couple of rooms downstairs....and I don', think I shall be taking in
bearders!!! It is a real barn of & place, But the rent is dead cheap, 50
who can growl, There have been the moment s of trauma though...like not
being able to find the flex for the fry-pan cooker..the toaster no longer
seems to want to pop...while the coal range...it is just fine, with the
energy c¢risis ete...BUT...tomorrow I have t#o clean out the flues and I
think that is going to be quite an experience, to say the least!!

I have just been reading through your letter once
again and another thought... If the Quakers are still there, then could
you make any .inquiries through their offices, about Ed, for he was very
pally with one of the blokes working in Quang Ngai...unfortunately 1
can'y remember his name..even if I did know ite— &t be bat gu'éc a

SCese ? htsrnbee .

And maybe I forgot to say the last time I wrote,
but one of the local priests told me that there had been an article in
a British Catholic paper, saying that all Bishops in South Vietnam were
back in their own dioeses. I guess as far a Bishop Seitz goes..he could
be anywhere from the north of Kontum province to the south of Darlac.

Now I must really stop this attack of verbal diahore
and try and prepare myself emotionally...and physically, ént\my assult
on that flue tomorrow.

All best wishes and I send off any news as soon as

//W‘:

And here come the P.S.'s....

Ky cousin here, is one of those D.X. pe ople and his
claim to fame is that he is the offical B.B.C. representative in N.Z..,.
so 1 have asked him to keep his ears open, when monitoring any of our
friend's broadcasts, Coz is blind and during the '39-'45 war listening
to German radio and picked up a lot of information regarding prisoners..
he did the same thing in Korea and also in Vietham...if I remember
correctly, he taped these broadcasts and sent them to relatives in the
States.

I hemz it.

And Warwick Howe..from the 5.T. and who was seconded
to the kmbassy in Saigon, is gupposed to be getting a job, with the
NeZ. Govt. in Tanzania... now 1 think you know everything..relevant and
irrelevant!!!
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