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Dr. Gerry II1oke;r 
D~ment of AnthropologV', Cornell University 
Ithaca, Bew York 

Dear Gerry, 

426~iioad' 
WYnnewood, Pa.19096 
4 June 75 

Knowing y~u I'm 3ure yo,l've made all possible efforts to keep abreast of events in 
Vietnam in een.eial - and the Centrul Hi(J'hlands in particular - and are certainly much 
better informed than I at t~is :point about all aspects of the Fine.l Offensive a.s ifell as 
future prospects for S9Uth ietnam under the new regime, nonetheless I thousht I would 
share somegrapevine info"mstion nnd also solicit your advioe on a ooup-lie of questiona. 

Most of my news is second-hand. I left Kontum in July '74 originally intending to 
take a two-month fUrloush trom MinU Quy Hospital but extended the st~r hoping to intere3t 
my wife in the i~_ea. of beooming nat\U'alized - after being here seven months she rejected. 
tlle plan, and I took: her baok to Thailn.nd at thebeginning of April sos' s to be oloser to 
the situation in S. Vietnam and S6e how the poli ticnl ::::i tUfi.tion woulo. shape up ill viey of 
eventual repntrintion (she ~r s ""'ite unhb·P7';Y in the St tes). During this interval I made 
a three-de.y trip to Stligon and looked up a number of old i'riends & coiieo.gues, in-cotmtry 
travelwas ou·t of the question but I did get together with a number of people who'd oome 
in trom th~ HighliDd. t and came up with the general impression that .. cept for !anMeThuot 
~ which as you know was the focal point of the initial NTA attack (possibly with the 
oollaboration of the local populece, sO'"!le folks say) the Montagnard people st1"yeCl put and 
did not join the exodus to the coast. Spme app~xently fled from B~J[dTluot just to get 
out of the ~ of the fighting (possibly including some of our friends from Kontta Pro­
vinoe, who'd beon resettled there after the 1972' of'fe~lsive as you receJ.l - in f.'3.ct there 
was a color photo at triba.l refue:ees in Newsweek,e.nd I'm positive the designs in the woven 
cloth were from the x:o.tuII area. •• h but as for Kontum- &: Pleiku, I gather that the groups 
who took off for places li..~e Tuy Roa, N!m Trang and erc!'! Ranh down on thf' o02~at were almost 
entirely Vietnamese - eX0e:Pt :lor !,)oas1. bly .;i tew t~ont.~d :far::!i lies uho haC. ope.:}ia1 reason 
to fea:r the ltV'A/VC. KontUDt City itself was undergoing stea.q rocket attllob prior to and 
during tho drift on !anJleThuot, also access to the coast via Highln\Y 14 and Highwa.Y 19 had 
a.lrendy been cut oft, so the populp,tion must h?ve been pretty ji tte:l7' llhen the 133l1.MeThuot 
thing b~ at the end of Maroh. But still it wasn't tmtil the ARB abandonment of Pleiku­
Kontum (and the evacuation of USAID) that the Vietnamese started heading south in masses 
to try and reaoh the ooast. It 1m3 a!>!><Tently just at the time USAID was getting out -
right on the heels of tb.e ARVN wi. thdrawa1 - th~t Pat Smith and most of the Minh '?J.r:I inter­
national people :pulled out. The foreign at!"'ff at the hosrd tal r't thnt ti- e wns ":lostly A­
merican, with one Indonesian &: two Jleu' Zealanders. All left exceTlt for one Americnn and 
one New Zealand doctor, George Christian (~om 13oi:lton - he'd ,'lorked ld th Pat bO.ck in '72, 
maybe you remember him) and Edrio Baker (previously with the NZ surr:i.oal tel:"m in Quinhon). 

Pat herself is baok in Seattle td th the two kids, te?ching Family MeC:icine a.t the 
Uni versi ty there. She and the Kontum Hospital Fund staff of course are quite concerned 
a.bout the absen~~e~D~we about George & Ed & the hocpitol in general, and the ~{F secre­
tary ha.s aSked 1i~e availa.ble channels of communic~tiQn h~e on the East Coast. Ameri­
can Friends Service Committee, Mennonite Central Committee, plus :former Vietnam Christian 
Ser\.rice oolleagues hnve all oo!"!e Up td. th fJ~gestions but so far to my kno.-l1edge there h; ve 
been no responses to KHF's inquiries (which I gather hnve been adc1ressed to Mr. R'!U3'en van 
Tien, rep. of the PRG in Hanoi, and Ime. Pham thi Minh, PRO rep. in Paris). I've sent a 
letter to a. French woman who used to "'fork at the hosni tal to ask her ['bout maldng direct 
oontaot 'id th the PRG delegation th0re, but no e.nS~ier to this yet •.. The ~ew Zealand Consul 
in New York hns loot-cd into the problem t:'nd renorts beck tht't a NZ!'8.per carried a notice 
back on 1 ~ to the effect that Dr. Edric Beker was in Quang Tri, which if true is very 
puzzling - Ed 'ifould certainly never h<,ve left Minh ~ voluntarily, and it rms be that .,. 
he was pressed into servioe elsel1here in e, si tuation i-lhere the PRG thought the medical needs 
were greater. Bishop Seitz and most of his people of course st~ed behind, and in writing 
to Therese I a.sked her to try and get news of him et al. via the Missim de Paris (one French 
priest, old Pere Currian, was rerv·rted killed in the refugee exodus to Tuy iloa, no news from 
or about eny of the others). 



Aside . ~om the J.F:3C end MCC staff ::1embers who stayed behind voluntarily in plaoes suoh 
as Sai~ & D~g and whoh~ve been able to get word baok tothe States, there's another 
person I'm :partioularly oonoerned. about. Kerry Heubeok; a graduate of Carnell Sohool of 
Veterinnry Xedioine inoidentally, who had been working under CARE sponsreaip on a pig­
raising projeot to benefit Kinh ~ Hospitaland the montagnard villagers in that area. 
He had reoently married a Rhade girl from BanMeThuot (you ~ know the family as the.,y 
were quiet prominent, H'Cham herself had studied nursing in Japan far four years, her 
sister married Paul Struh8z'ioh, the U3AID Prov Rep in BanJleThuot who was oaptured when 
the attnok oommenoed but is repartedly alive, and her father, whose name I drm't know, 
VA a distinguished judge';";""" the ohief' judge in Darlao Provinoe I gather.) Al1;Yhow, H'Cham 
hOO returned to BanJleTbuot frOIl Saigon at exaotly the wrong time to do eome paperwork pre­
liminery to getting a. passport - got oaught in the fighting; and was reported ldlled by 
some of the tribal refugees from BE who iter got down to Bha Trang. Kerry; still world.Dr, 
for CARE although the Minh ~ projeot had been abandoned, st~ed on to get oonfirmation of 
the reported death and, aooording to my brother F4 (who stayed in Saigon up until the final 
evaouation --- jobless, but working as a volunteer to help extraot Vietnamese depandents) 
- he lermed belatedly that B'Cham had only been munded and was oonvale soillg on a plan­
tation SlDewhere outside BE. So Kerry too remain9d behind in Saigon; the only fareign staff 
member of CARE on the Beene ~ but their New York o:N'1oe has no liord from ar about him. 
Apparently oommeroial oable conneotions between Saigon & Hong Kong have been r~stablished, 
but no word yet to CARE vie that ohannel. 

So, in a nutshell, que~tion number one is Would you hnve any oonneotions of your own . 
in Paris; Geneva, North Vi.t~, either in aoademio or international saial w~lfare oiroles; 
that might be of aooistanoe in getting word to and from. our Dissing friends? 

Now about the situation of the refugees here in the Un! ted States. I W'r'.S at a meeting 
ye3terday of volag people from vp.rious agenoies in Philadelphia wllioh ( re involved in pro­
oessing &: assisting in other ire.yB at the new oenter in Indiantown Gap, whioh is expected to 
reach a popula. tion of 15;000 very shortly. It is inoredible that Stcte Dep't never worked 
out more detail ed oontingenoy pl.aJlS for this ti.lld other relooG. tian oenters years sao - e.g. 
back in the '72 of:tensive when it looked like till NY.! might roll right into laigon 1t th their 
tanks - but ap:prtrently this Yr'S not done, and prooeCm-es all along the :refugee pipeline 
from s.."tigon to Pennsylvnnia a.r3 being worked out in an extem,!,o:!.'aneous cd hoe manner. Ron 
AokerDIBD - you remember ire were together in Da'l!:: To for e. couple ot years - went back 
over in the final l1eek: before Saigon fell to fetch out some of his tietnameoe in-lawa, and 
Qeoause he had his Vi.tnamese dependents in t.,. he vent through tl.le entire stream inoludin8 
the Embassy oompound in Saigon,Navy oarrier &: cargo ship, Subio Da.Y; <:-1.)0 to' Guam, finally 
Pendleton and home to the farm in Illinois - in the seme aooODJL1odot ions as the masses of 
VN refugees and really got a worm's-eye neif of the ~.mole prooess. H~.s ,hone oall the other 
day dooumented my impression . about the s'oontaneous; unplanned nature of the ~ntire project, 
not only from a logistio angle,which one would expect ~ but also trom the angle of scree~ 
ing prooesses &: paperwork, lihioh one wouldn't neoessarily expeot. The general iiilpression 
that polioies & prooedures for the entire ref'Jgee ":"lrogram bYe not yet entire1..v crystollized 
and are rtill B'1mewhat in a, formative stage w~s reinforced by 0. visit to' the new oenter evt 
Indiantol·JD Gap la.st'ondey. CasoworkE:::rs &: aciillinict-retive f1tcf:f £roJn va.rious vnlaga whiohhan 
been oontreoted by 3tf'te De'~artment to soreen the refu.:-;ee:::::. fOnd s,,1ioi t &: In..'Ooep-s sponso~ 
ship ofiers are now apnearing on the soene, offioes are being set up end an all-out effort 
to get people & prooedures sorted out now seems to be coalesoing. I met ar'me very impressive 
people amOl'l-t; the volag folks inoluding several old aOfluaintanoes from Vietnam; and it struok 
me that on the i'dmi n!strative ::Jide (outsiders C'ren't allowed into the refugee living oom­
pounds, lfhioh D.re olosely rectrioted) there 1ft s nothing terribl,y frenetic nbl')ut the soene 
and that the sooialliorkers were oalmly going about setting up shop; wtioh is remvrkoble in 
viell of the numbers of ;'lgenoie.:; (;; individuals involved r.>.t tho p!'ooessil1C' (':r:d, let 2lone tm 
re1htgees themselves. But I aIm .r:ot the 1m~ession th~,t there will be en,..ba.sis 0'1 produ~ 
tion, that the temno might be sten'r)ed up es refugees oontinue to pour into the onmrr from 
Guam and thet pressure moy develop to turn tho prooessing business into a oro.sh progr'SDl. 
I'll enolose 0 olip~tng desoribing the situation at Eglin in Florida~ whioh speaks for i~ 
~elf' ..;..- so L1uoh e.d!liticmal human misery oould ooour among the refugees (a!1d among sponsortl 
to'o) if there is totglent"'haeis on quantity at the ellJ:)ense of quality in soreening & mntohi:ng. 



I feel strong1¥-. r;.t this- point .. that, if the :.re~l)llrces ... re Jw,ilablej-everything p03si ble 
:nouldbe done to.make li.e agreeable for refugees in the various camps and that th«r should 
be enoouraged to remain '3ettled (excer:t for .pocial c~ses, e.g. those ~rl th relctives who lr d 
immigrated previously) for a number of months while tbe larger situation develops. If this 
uere to beoolIle e.n overall polioy it might help miniml"e the pressure and avoid ha~ty decis­
ions in match-making between refugees & sponsors, more importantly, it would allow time to 
observe the evolution of the new regime in South Vietnam and deterruine whether the initial 
postire of tolerance & reconcilintion lasts. In aoming months it seems like17 that there 
will be a number of diplomrtic missions & internationalsooial agencies setting up Mot in 
Saigon, one would think thnre would be an inoreased outflow of information and it will be 
possible toget an assessment of PRO's presently-stated policy of letting by-gones be by­
gones. It's m,y impression· that a great number of the refugees were s'!-rept up in the evacu­
ation hysteria thnt envrlo-ped Vietnam in March-April alld the.t thEW"ll be regrettin.g this 
os time goes by, espeoially if they l.ft close relatives behind. If people in thisoate~ry 
oan be civen some immediate reassurance that they will be entitled to several months' exis­
tence at the processi1lf; centers ~d thout any pressure to settle lrl th a sponsor and with the 
ultimate right to ohoose repa.triation if the evidence indioates theJ're still welcome back, 
then I'm sure everybody woule benefit --- fewer mis~its, fewer separated families. Other 
benefits of a r-:;ua.rllnteed time-frame to rerne.in ldthin "the camps would be that in this intm­
val some sort of international reception & obser~tion machinery might be established back 
in Vietnam (UNHCR or Red Cross) to provide extra sf'fe~s ~inst refUgees' being perse­
outed upon thai. r return, lihil:' on the other hn?ld our own econoIn)' might be into its long-s:md ted 
upturn, some of the dOJlestic prejudice va. refugees may have abated and life would be more 
agreeable for those who did decide to remain in this country. 

One oondition of this ~rrangement would be physically & administratively improving the 
oent ers so thct refugees lXlUld feel more like .~ests p'nd lesa like prisoners. If' refugee 
mannower were used, the o!,portuni ty to earn a. Ii ttle money might mnka for better r::orale, 
also orientation -orO'Tcms CQuld be set up, instruction in En,~lisb., ch"ios, American folk­
wqs etc. for those who ha.d. p sincere interest in becoming permanent residents. And for 
this cf'.tegory provision could be mnde for protracted iliterac.tion(dth ,!>otential sponsoring 
groups to mini'lize the stranceneos of the A'!lol."ioa1'l envir'onment t:!nd e[;.8·-:; the finaladjustment 
in I£' aving the refugee area. I'm Dure the vast majority of refugees, including those who 
have sound renso~s for stayine here, are terribly ignorant of the T~ted States --- just as 
mos t Americe.ns are p::"'ofouncUy it:;nor·cl1t of" Yietr.am - t'lU' the necessary minimum of knowledge 
& sensi ti vi ty for all !X rties conoerned in refugee snonsrship "pn't 'be acqu1~ed it' there is 
continuing 1ll" ossure to get '!"Ieople out of the oa'1lps pnrl into the community (again I refer 10 
the Inouirer article). 

Here then i:J question N'Umber 'i'W'OI if one l'Tere to try to influence 1'olic:l' in the direotion 
of slowing down the prooessing a~naratus, putting new social work emphasis on improving lie 
•• ,h •• social &: .~L"ysicalenvironment inside the pro(';e8sing centers a.s 't-;ellas 'n the casMlatik 
aspects (If refugee ~creening & reloo11tion, end o'f ellcouraging refugees to deliberote as 
r8t10nallyo.nd with as much dc:ta as possible on the matter of repatriatilln - what, in yt::J.J.r 
opinion, would be the best :neans of trying to promote this aT,>prct!lch? Perhaps it's not econ­
omically or politioally reaiistio. nut beoause things still seem to be so fluid at this 
stege, and beoause this is suoh 0. large &: oocl'plax exorolse IJr socis1 el"..gineering and is cru­
cially imT)ortant to a gre'lt nu."!lOC1' 0: A!reI'io~nE r,·s \lell as Vietnamese, I think it's urgent 
to insure that it' e unr~ ertaken as hu.'II"l'lely pnd :d th 38 weh senRi ti vi ty ~ expertise as is 
possibl~ ••• 

Now for item Number Three, whioh is e' sier to toss in your lap than either of the two 
others. Cllll."inf,' the inter-agency meeting in F'hil~delphia that I mentioned above, it was 
st~ted that no orientation ~eterial has been developed for sponsors or would-be sponsors. 
As one ,rho knOl'1S with grent ~ocuracy the Vietnamese mentality flnd the A."ericQ..."1 ~entali ty 
and the ,dstanoe that seTIr~tes the two, lfljuldyou be able to SUf:'g'Elst a bihliogI'!'1nby -
or better yet, xerox 01'1' 1'Ti-:etever material you me,y h£'ve oor-veniently =tvaibble - so that 
it could be condensed or c.bstraoted and 'Put into p~ ~.,.,}llet form far 0.istribution for the 
A~erican family or ~oup ~hich is either considering or committed to s~onsorill€ a Vietna~e 
refugee? You must be on~ of the most knowl~geable people in the countr,f as ooncerns orien­
tation of the Averl~e l~erican (or fairly average Amerioan, such as llACV & Snecial ~ces 
personnel) to Vietnamese culture, there must be a huge amount of literature on this, and it 
would be a great help if you could give suggestions - and some actual mcterial if possible 
- for compiling a spo~sors' information packet. 



The agenoy whioh is oo-ordin~ting the efforts of the other volags oonoerned with 
refugee relooation in the philadelphia area is Nationalities Servioe Center 

1300 Spruoe Street 
Philadelphia, Pa.. 19101 

- it would be muoh appreciated if you oould set in touohw1th the Director, 1Ir. Miohael 
Blum, on this ~etter of referenoe mcteria1s for sponsors, as there's a definite need in 
this area ~ieht at the present time no matter whioh direotion t~e refugee program takes 
in the future ••• 

So - to rei terata - a~,y advioe or assistanoe you can P:i ve in the areas of 
1) ~tting word to & from, foreigners presently in South Vietnam 2) proooting a more 
rr:tional 3l)'Proeoh to ref'urree mnne..gement, and 3) 'Putting together orientation mnt,"'rial 
for refugee sponm ra, 'tnl1 be most appreoiated. 

Hope yo u hreve found life in Ithaoa. agreeabl£- after returning from Southeast Asia 
- as for me, I o/1n't renll~' ~ I've gotten over DI!' re-entry orisia yet (which is dis­
turbing beoause I've been doiDR community reltions work for the Delaware County Juvenile 
Oourt for over six months now, but oan't shake off this persistent nostalgia for the 
Far East). Sort of env brother Ed, who is enjoying a post-evaouatiCIII' breathing period 
in Bangkok before going on to Sings~ore, where he hopes to settle for a while ••• 

Bi11~ 


