
. 'dr' ... s .. · .. 

~
7: M.O. Brown, 

c/o N.Z. Embassy, 
45 Phung Khac Khoan, 
Saigon, 
South Vietnam. 

'

or. 
,c/o 34 Ethel.Street, 
Inver.cargill, 
New Zealand. 

'" 

- /J / \ / 

f , // 

~ --~ 

, r JS T 

Mr. W.E. Rose, 
c/o 426 Oweb Road, 
IJynnewood, 
Fa. 19606, 
U.S.A. 



;;:)cdgon. 
28th hlarch 1975. 

Jear Bill, 
"~a:::,vellous to get yuur letter today ••• thanks for using 

your head and writing to the Lcbassy ••• so~:ethi~g that ~one of my 
clever relatives hsve thought of doing yet! I! 

I can understand your concern and inteEest in whqt is going 
on here •••• while here, where it ~s all ha?~ening •• it is hard to 
comprehend. It is like somethi/'b out of "I.lice inl.onded:and. c ust 
thank your lucky stars, that you are wel~ out of it. 

I shal_ try and :::,ecount the tale of our last while in 
Kontum •••• there had been odd rocket attacks during the prevoius 
few weeks and the;.; came tr..e attaCl<: on .3~~lT ••• a total surprise • ..::'rom 
then on, the speed with which things tumbled down, like a deck of 
cards, was just beyond belmef. On the ::'uesday (11th) we started 
sending out people, wi t.:~ dependents and the C.nR.:i:: nurses, who h;"d 
been up there only three weeks, .~ednesday ~eorge I;ussier went, then 
'::'nl,lrsday, :Or. COUllE?lly t on qrders from C4.tlli_." ! . 
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::'hat was an awful day, because and got a signal from 
the N.l. ~mbassy, informing us that ~ac ~iding, with the ~ed Cross 
'Team in r-leiku, had been killed in that; rlir Vietnam flight froI¥ .waos 
and also recommending that ~d ane I leave then. 

~y ?riaay nignt ~at h~~ decidea that we wouln all evacuate 
on the first available flight, presumably the following ~i.ond.ay, or 
on Tuesday's cho~per. ~hat night we got little in the way of sleep, 
as the guns pounded away al~ nignt long ••• out going stuff. In the 
morning, we heard that there had been a ground attack, in that area 
where Dom d'A. hau his office, just over the briage, but otheriw$se 
it was very mUCh, business as usual, until about 12.30, when rat got 
a message to go down to the iJ0:1.ID corr;pound., urgently. lie got d.own the 
there, to be told that a plane was coming in to take us out ••• at 
1.10 ••• it was then 12.45!! John was out in the town somewhere and we 
sc:::'eamed around trying to find him ••• but he eventually turned. up. 
And so we left ••• 5 of the 7 who weie left ••• ~d and Jeorge, as you knc 
electing to stay ••. ,n~ not~ing xould pers~aae them otherwise. 

3ather Jurrien was tJ come out with us ••• the 3ishop wante~ 
him evacuated ••• but when I went up to collect him ••• he refused •• never 
was there such dignity, in any refusal. 

_-;, v~~r c·qrr.e in ~na we climbed on ••• and tok off,. at g 
great height •• :' . next thing 'Ne were coming into l~md in ,~u~ .lihon • 
••• the Volpar going bbck making a c8uple more trips teat day •. "l. 
couple of the nuns ••• from the kindergarten c~me out then •• one a niecE 
of Diem •••• thef\Jake and Tolle went clown to l~ha :::t:>ng. 

It was awful having to say goodbye to everyone, ~n such 
ha e ••. even now I have to stop and think •• aid it all really 
hap~en ••• or am I going to wake up soon. 

o ·l:h. Surgical 'I'eam 1f;:)k good c,?;re of u~ tha . ni.ght, then in 
the morn~ng we got a C 47 down to :fua TrOlng •• • .Jet ana ,i~r had gone 
down there on the Tuesday ••• and from there another Volpar, which 
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brought us on down to ~i~igon, where we have parked on the benevolent • . . 
3arbara and tne other gmrls, stal.in~ with people in Joyce no=n's apart­
ment building, wtile .I.)at <:ind :'1 'hI'I ~ta~"ing wi tl-;. on~of the; girls fro:n tht 
:; • L.. :':mbassy. 

AS soon as we got in, we set to work at trying to arganise 
the people who had come out of the =ighlands, to wo~k, preferably with 
kontagnard refugees ••• U0:.:.L.J/ the .... inistry of ...)ocial "elfare etc were 
all involved and fat spent a good deal of ti~e each day, attending meet­
ings, but as yet, nothing haa hap ened, as in no place, where the 
refugees are, is the security reasonable ••• and the Americans won't wan" 
to have to fish us out f r the second time. Eop~now though ••• someone 
has just drop.ed off a note for ~at from jay L~ett, sayinc that he has 
set up a hostel for i,~antaDnaris, in 0!lit;on and .,vlnts her help ••. I, fo:::, 
one, will be p~eased to be doing sD=et~ing constructive. In the hopes 
of doing som Nork, I wen~ off, sot myself, a t~ach-yourself-0teing 
book, figuring that these wo~ld be the peo)le we would most likely be 
workin6 with. 

~e have h.a no Dositive word of ~u sn~ ~oorge, since the 
15th, when Tolle ",;ent back in .•• he SR.W them ana again the'1 reL,;.sed to 
come out •••• Oh, the reason for our hasty parture, wa t. at the 
kiJiitary command was abandlng ~leiku .• 3)Dethin:; that co.lei h rdl.: be 
believed, whe~ yo~ think of how strategically easy it should be to -~~/ 
defend it. Detween tne tice that we c~me out ani about 4prn t~at afterno 
the military were withdrawing from ~ont~rn and peo;le were ta~i~g to t 
rO.;.d to l-leiku. 

~umours that we h~ve heard are ••• tta~ there are two 
Americans at t [~e end of tr~e line of people heauin;; for~~y ;ioa .•• that 
i::d and iJ-eorge had II disappear '1 fro~n the r~ospi tal ••• an idiot journalist 
had said that haG phoned ~ont~n and that Dr ~aker was out when he 
called ••• we know that the ~Vfi are efficient, but to have set ~p a 
telephone system ••• well!!! d reliable so~ree tells us, that ~~ii a 
~~:H@~ngv~E-ffi~iH~ri2£~uS~ fnPBt~'~rle!ttS~ lfi~rgi~~sa~~~ftrRa ~~~~f;e8f 
l .. ontagnards from the hontuc area, bein,; in t:c.e column walking out • 
.:legarding tl:,4is latter ••• .!. coulc. believe, that the :a.-. coul.1 have sent 
the kontagnards there, in a notthly direction • 

.i: 1 ;.;. ".vas .::e:;Jooted, to:e bein~5 boc·Jed •• when t military 
pulled out, they did no~ blow u? the am=o uump •• at least t~ey aid do 
that in !\.ontum. 

::!he person we feel ::e.o ~.t for at present, IS i.erry, who 
marri a girl from at the end of January ••• she went back there to 
get some papers, for going to ~he ~ta~~es ana got caught ••• poor ~e.::ry 
is just shattered ••• words are ~o damned useless at ti~es. He spent 
aoout 10 iays in ~:c.a Ttang, going when he could get on a ight, out 
to the area, '.vhere peo?le from 32,:T were cor:ing in... from all accour 
his wife I s village was flattened by V:'; bombing ani wcile the o.;;le 
were run~ing fOD t:c.e woods ••• were mown down by l~~ bullets ••• out of a 
population of 400, only 2 children survived. 

iveryt~~in(":; is just so God-darnnec~ av"lful 

? t h s written to the l~G •• the let er is to be delivered 
to~orrow, re~uesting that La and George, be permitte~~ to wri:e, re 
t. heir state and the conltions in !~ontuIll. Accordin;;. t~ ~B.~i~110ef~~~"ij1f 
?lan, they want foreign teams who ~~d been morK1n~ 1_ u ~ 



areas, to continue, in their previous capacity ... hether .i:-'at will get a 
reply, is anoth0r matter. 

The news gets worse ana worse. :he evacuation fli~hts 
out of ~anang have been discontin~ed, because of t chaos on the ~ir-
field ••• and the panic is on in ,~,ui :~hon, :Att){ ..::i' Eoly .;:<-aeily people 
cqme o~t o~er the l~st few days qnd the ~.T. is s ~osed to be ing lo~n 
to i~ha l'r:mg today, but there are no means of cODI:lunic'3.tion, at present • 
..::ikiff, tried phoning through last night, but all he could get, was the 
CIA compound ••• to be told, t'r..:",t all the ,em, ric ':ns hsG.. sane :i07Jn to 
'rr:~ng, for tae night ••• ~nci t:J.at they may 'De back, tOday. The istol is 
coming up fro:n .:3ing ~\Jre this afternoJn, in oraer to t?,ke vehicles etc, 0' 
out of;JJX,., sor:ething totally irrelevar.t, to ene. ~;,..:: thing hcs pappened, in 
,):i ••• it cioesn':; need to, for t.r"e 'I:~:ole po;mlation is in SAch a panic no·,v. 

/ 

~u:mQ~rs abo~n~ re in JSlgon, of course, and t_ere are 
ciaily reports of _hieu's assas~ination •.• ~rs ana daughter were su~ sed 
to have left t~e co.ntry ~~~ ~~ ~ ••• a ~~:~ bl ouree h"S i~ t~'~t one 
of tile generc.ls shot hie In :;.c.e 1 ,Li~3t .Jat •••• ~n,l :-_e in t :'n shot the 
general, who since seems to have vani "he(i fl"'om the scene. 

rton nckerman (~) has j~st beer. in, on one of s many 
abortive trips to see raa •.. he is going back to the Jtates, next ~nurs. 
and will call you when ~e gets there. 0COtt, ,s sup;osed to be going 
back tomorrow ••• and was supposed to COIl by this afternoon and we were 
going to go out ana. Qrunk!! ;:e has stood. me up ••• so J: J.I:l sitting here 
typing tlis •• and drinking gin!!: I just hope t.c.a~ this is making some sor' 
of sense. 

rat has of course being getting a run-arouna with the 
kids pppers, ••• she went off early this afternoon, to see about this 8...."'1G. 
came rusu1ng back a short time later, for more bits of paper and from the 
way she was going on, I think ant exit visa for thew wight be imminent 
If this is t!.e case, she will send them out, at the first opportunity 
and may possiblby go herself, though, still with things to be done ana 
ends to be tieu up •• she might come back, once she gets the kicis settled. 

One of the problems :~t : h~ :::c~nt, is .... l..at sr"e n3.s fa!' 
too much money ••• so many organizations have money they want rid of •• so 
have 5i ven it to her tm use up ••. an:i nO"N ••• 'N!::-i t is tnere t Sl'.8 'Nill 
be ajle to use it on. 

,;hen we first COlme lO'N!': here, we felt, t~~at we would 
obably have two, maybe three won~hs, in which to work ••• then it got 

O';ill, to :r~ow many ¢.t.tf, weeks ••• Olnci now it is alrr:ost to the stage of "how 
many days? II '::2he speed '.'li til ';/:r~ic!"" tL.ings are hap e:r..ing ~ is inc:,edi ble. :::he 
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way in ••• things a.own in the .0::.,lta have b':en iet •• too C!Jiet ••• 8.!':d one 
car.not help but :,onder 'when an attact:: is going t, be c;)ffiin.~ :'~orr, tnst 
ciirection. 

1i t, the boy who vms doing rhyslho in "uCi.ng -.ge11 ••• .:.' :~t 
~lJas orgs.nisin; so;:;eone to take hi:::1 noney, -:J.~t t::at nl",ce fell, so -;uic::.:: 
:;':--~J-: _~O:le~. lid. not get 1:b:ere ••• r:'runl: .. is do in: tne : .. ¥~ cOQ,=se an':' -Jlill 
continue"there ••• the co~rse doesn'~ f~nish,~till earl~ next year. Two 
other boys were down here, taking an entcrance exaw, for a one year 
tr~~ininG course ••• have been accepted ~nd no~ of course there is no ~ay 
for thee to get to their farr:ilies. 1hose fetlows are just so lost~ in 
...3aigon. 



Heaven knows if this is makin~~ sort of sense ••• I seem to sit half 
my time wondering :e..at is going on in .r~ontJ.m ••• how everyone is ••• just 
how many of them are still alive ••• and if alive •• what so~t of state 
they are in. dome of the stories that one hears fill one witn so much 
horror, that one wants only to be able to stop thinking. One tries to 
work out a logical thing about what could have happened to b~d ana ~eor 
r...y idea would be, that everynae was ordered to get out ••• as I said, I 
thin~, the l~.ontagnards would have been told to go north ••• .r.:.d and. u-eorg 
would have said that they would stay wi tll the people who were incapable 
of going anywhere ••• as these people would be, to the ~iVri only useless 
mouths to fed ••• that would have been eliminated ••• so what has happened 
to lJU and George'!?? ,ihat has happened to the 0isters'f?? iionestly .Dill 
I hate to think. II:aybe I just have a vivid imagination ••• I just hope so 

Ii few days after we cane down here I was talk.k.ng to one of tl 
the K.Z. nuns who was taken prisoner at rhouc 3inh and held for 7 weeks 
0h::; seemed to t;hin~, t~at being 8. :;~er ';iQ"ld probably be eK ••. but 
that George, being American, would find himself in for a ha~d t:me. 

::.!.... ~i.1.--... ........ ao.."; -:;;-.:: :--r":-j'''-'"')Jl.-:::;;i-,c 

.. Skiff has just come in and says that a nun who came out from 
~ontum, sain tha~ ?3ther Currien ••• was seen ••• with his hands tied 
behind his back ••• and a bullet through his head. rat is away at mhu~hh 
so goodness knows '.'i::tat stories she ',vill come b:"ck with. 

l~ow Scott htis just come in ••. he h',s 
••• and my mind is blown!!!1 

s tickets s~uared aw~ 

.I~at else do I know ••• .:.::he 3ishop stayed of course .. he wa n l
. 

in town '....-hen we left •• was ove:;:> in .i leik)l. he is having a book on the 
.i3anhar of Kontum, publishedin !-aris, so I shall add your name to my 
list of people to have them sent to ••. ther~ is some hang-up with 3rench 
cuttums or sometging, that t~e:1 cannot be sent O'J.t in bulk. 

rind that bill, is about the lot ••• just be glad t~~t; you n( 
your family are not heee ••• oh ••. John an-(':['u :~ave gone back to ~~na :i:rang 
to get the papers for her to go to the 0tates. 0enia is having all sort: 
of problems witn her papers ana papers for the kias ••• II refused to 
come out, so R80ne has any idea where he is. ~us~ier went back to the J1 
Jtates lCiSt week, as I said and .;.)c ~ tt es tomorrow. l';]::len the res1 of 
us go depends_on what we can fina to do ••• already there a:;:>e signs of 
chaos out at io~ Son ~hut. If I do ~o in a hurry, then I shall hopefull: 
spend some time in ,singapore, getting board and lOdgings with a Chi!lese 
family I !"~now there •.• at the Doment I feel totally Wlfi tted, for re­
join~ng the human race. ~y home address, I shall put on the envelope. 

rhis place is rapidly becoming i~¢ like a railway statio] 
••• the S.T. are to a~rive at 1.S.R. at 6.30 ••• now there is doubt that 
the Bristol will be le to go to ~.N. tomorrow. 

]his whole country is like a patient who has had a cardio­
pulnoary arrest and is being maintained on the =e~pirator and on an 
Isuprel drip ••• the oxygen and the Isuprel supplies have alffiost run out. 
so that it is only a matter of ti~e, till the plug is pulled. 
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Lets just hcpe and pray, that the people we know, have 
all the courage they will need, in order to face., the future ••• whatever 
is hOlds f~ them. . 

Best wishes Bill ••• will ke'p'p you informed, now that I 
have your address ••• oh •• l had a let er from Jean Taylor ••• she too used 
her head and wrote c/o the Embas¥y and was in a real panic, about what 

. had p.a.ppened to us all. 

This is all hot off the press ••• Pat didn't get the exit 
visa ••. but as so n as she does, they will all leave. 

News from Kontum ••• the nun, (Vietnamese) who walked 
out with the convoy, said that from the 16th the ~ontagnard sisters 
were told to shed their habits and wear Montagnard clothes, brac!!ts, 
etc. According to her, no Montagnards had left, apart from US~ID and 
Govt. empmoyees and Pat seems to think tht they 9.re lying low in the 
villages and that hopefully Ed, George and the Bishop are with them. 
Pat also said tha.t the nun s;;id th,~t as the convoy was moving down the 
road •• the road was presumed to h··ve been cleared and th!lt 100 or so 
people went ',head, on Hondas ••. to be mown down by the NVA. Father C. 
was also on th road and that his body had been positively identified 
by one of the Vietnamese priests, from a choPler ••• when the chopper 
went in to retrieve the body, it was fired ~t, so they had to leave him 
woter was ~ problem on the march and at one point where there was a 
sizable stream, the water was unuseable, for the stream was so filled 
up with dead .bodies. This offensive is just so viscous (? spelling) 
I recoil in horror, at some of the stories that one hears. 

Must be all, 

Stay safe. 

~ 
P.S. lhe Bishpp had gone over to rleiku, the day we cmae out, to see a, 
~rench priest, who had walked in there from BMT",tbis fellow ••• l can'~ 
remember his name is apparently an unemotiona+ character, normally, but 
when he got in there ••• all he could say was "..I..t is terrible ••• it is 
terrible ••• there are thousands and thousands dead" 

The Montagnards around BMT had reported the pressence of NVA tankE 
outside there a couple of weeks before the attack came ••. their report 
was ingnored ••• and ~lso the Poles and the Hungarians, had pulled out 
of there a couple of days before the attack ••• we were keeping an eye 
on our lot!!! 

I really seem to be suffering from VD ••. verbaldiahorrea, that is. 

Later ••• the ST got in tonight ••. things were still quiet in ~N, but it 
was anticipated that anything could happen ·t any moment •• there weee 
only two foreigners left in the town ••• and they will be coming out in 
the morning. The people had been leaving there for liha Trang all 
through the week and the road was thick with people. ~ 

Another report •• the Province Chief Q a good guy'.stayed in Kl~~tum 
and was reported to have been shot, around Chu Pou,~s he was wa 1ng 



alo?-g the road. 

Qodl •. 1 could go on for hours, about the hoorors of 
this thing •.. have gone on enough already. At thia stage, the other side 
doesn't really need to do anything, so much in the panic, that has been 
instilled in the people ••• who are. .still being fed a load of bullshit, 
by . the Govt. 

I never thought I would see the death of this country. 

jJ/(~ 

/-/ J. 

Must really be all, 


