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¢/o N.Z2. Embassy,
45 Phung Khac Khoan,
Saigon,
Soutn Vietnam.
or,
¢c/o 34 Ethel Street,
Invercargill,
New Zealand.
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L, Mr. W.Z, Rose,
c/o 426 Oweh Road,
Wwynnewood,
o Pa. 19606,
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Salgon,
28th March 1975,

Jear bxll,

warvellous to get your letter today ...thanks for using
your head and writing to the Lmbassy...sonething that none of oy
clever relatives Lave thought of doing yet!!l!

1 can understand your concern and inteepest in wnst is zgoing
on here,...while here, where it is all aapcening.. it 1s hard to
corprenend., It is like somethisng out of alice in wondefand. <ust
thank your lucxy stars, that you are wel. out of it.

1 shal_ +try and recount the tale of our last while in
Kontum.... there had been odd rocket attacks during the prevoius
few weeks and thercame the attack on 3ul...a total surprise, Irom
then on, the speed with which things tumbled down, like a deck of
cards, was justv veyond belgef. Cn the Tuesday (11th) we startad
sending out people, wit:s dependents and the CaRz nurses, who h«d
been up there only three weeks, .Jednesday George Lussier went, then
Tnursday, Jr. connelly, on orders from CiRE. .. ,
LR ppetd AP b s NesfUYAl e T (Ko ey VA
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‘hat was an awful day, because Lz and I got s signal from
the N,Z. tmbassy, informing us that kac Riding, with the xed Cross
Team in rleiku, bad been killed in that air Vietnam flight frogy Laos
and also recommending that .d ana I leave then.

By frigay nigut rat h.u decided tzat we woula all evacuate
on the first available flignt, presumably the following wmonaay, or
on Tuesday's choiper. ‘hat night we got little in tre way of sleep,
as tne guns pounded away al. nigat long...out going stuff., In tae
morning, we heard that tnere had been a grouna atvack, 1n tnat area
where Dom d'a, hau his office, just over the briage, but otheriwise
it was very much, business as usual, until about 12.30, when rat got
a message to go acown to the UoslD compounda, urgently. we ot aown tne
there, to be told that a plane was coxing in to take us out...at
1.10...1t was then 12,45!! John was out in tre town somewnere and we
screamed around trying to find him... but he eventually turnea up.
and so we left...5 of the 7 who were left....d and George, as you Xnc
electing to stay...:nc notzing would persuade toem otnerwise,

father Jurrien was tou come out with us...the sishop wantecd
him evacuated...but when I went up to collect nim...he refused..never
was there such dignity, in any refusal,

A ?91 ar carce in =zna we climbed on...and to .k off, at g
great heigh ..f&iﬁ next thing we were coming into l=and in .uil &hon.
...the Volpar going Bhck making a ccuple more trips that day. a4
couple of the nuns...from the kindergarten c=zme out then..one a niece
of Diem....thendake and Tolle went down to Lha Tz -ng.

It was awful having to say goodbye to everyone, in such
haste.,.even now I have to stop and think..aid it all really
hapren...or am I going to wake up soon.

o~ . , . . .

~ Th. ourglc§1 Team ®0k good care of us tha night, then in
the morning we got a C 47 down to Nha Irazng ...Jet and Jir had  gone
down there on the Tuesday ...and from there another Volpar, which
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brought us on down to ouigon, where we have parked on the benevolent.
Sarbhara and tne other gorls, sta"lng with people in Joyce Horn's apart-
ment building, while rfat and I"a¥e 5tarsinz with ongof the girls froxm the
S.l. zmbassy.

ag soon as we got in, we set to work at trying to arganise
the people who bad come out of the Zighlands, to work, preferably witn
llontagnard refugees... US.iD, the winistry of Jsocial welfare etc were
all involved and rat spent a good deal of time each cay, attending meet-
ings, but as yet, notning had hap ened, as in no place, wihere toe
refugees are, 1s the securlty reasonable... and the anmericans won't wan
to nave to fish us out f r the secona time. Lope, now though...someone
has Just dropAed off a note fopr rat from day Luett, saying that he has
set up a hostel for wantagnards, in ozaigon and wints her zelp...I, for
one, will be pkeased to bes doing scretuing constructive., In the hopes
of doing soms work, I went off -nd got myself a tcach-yourself-oteing
book, figurlng tnat these would be the peonle we would most likely be
working with.

we have h.u no positive wora of .d sna weorge, since the
15th, when Tolle went back in...he saw them and again the,refused %o
corme out....Ch, the reason for our nasty departure, wa t.zt the
kititary command was abanding ~leiku..something that co.ld n rdil: be
be llevei when you think of how strategically easy it should be to o,
defena it. between tne tirme tuat we came out and about 4pm tnat afterno
the military were withdrawing from sontinm and pecyvle were t3xing Lo the
ro.d to rleiku.

Zumours that we have neard are... t2at tuere are two
ericans at tue end of the line of peonle heaaing for JTuy i0a... that
za and George had "aisappeared” from the hospital...an iaiot journalist
had said that ne hac phoned nont.m ana toat ur oaker was out woen ne

called.,..we know tiiat the oVe are efficient, ovut to nave set up a
telepnone system...well!!! 4 relisble sourse tells us, tznat LEEA a

212R8andVER-EAIIBE SRR B, THPRRE -1 THRY FHB-G1KI2BRERTRS RESSFECHse
kontagnards from the rontum area, beinz in toe column walking out.
fegarding togds latter...1 could believe, that the V= could nave sent
the lkontagnards there, in a nobtnly direction.

rleixu was repopted, to Te being dbombed,.when tne military
pulled out, they did not blow up their amzmo uump..at least trey aid do
that in rnontum.

~he person we feel mo.t for at present, s serry, wauo
married a girl from 3.7 at tzne end of Jan 1Uary...she went bacx there to
get some papers, for going to the otsthes sna zot caugnt...poor nerry
is Just shattered...wvordas are 8o damned useless 3t times, He spent
acout 10 days in ~ha Tpang, going when he could get on a flight, out
to the ares, where peorle from 3iT were conming in...=nd from all accour
zis wife's village was flattened by VLAZ bombing and wrile the peorle
were running fop tne woods...were mown down by LiWa bullets...out of a
population of 40C, only 2 children survived.

i

zZveryt:zing is Just so God-damned awful

£-t h:s written to the :ixG..the let er is to be delivered
tomorrow, recuesting that Zd and George, be vermittet to wrice, re

their state and the comfitions ip sontum. according % ig Aop8eb- Al
F1an, they want foreign teams who %25 PeenmOTrIR: 1R Ehgir118eratRE
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areas, to continue, in their previous capacity. «hether rat will get =
revly, 1s anoth.r matter,

The news gets worse anc worse., .he evacuation flights
out of wanang have been discontinued, beczuse of the chaos on the air-
field,,, and the panic is on in ..ui uhon ﬁzﬁﬁ S Holy fanily people
cqme out over the lust few days and the ».T. is suprosed to be golng Jdovn
to nha [rang todsay, but tnere are no mesns of COmmunlethﬁ, at presant.
okiff, tried phoning through last night, but all he could get, was the
CIli compound...to be told, thzat all the ¢m<ricsns hza gone down to Sha
Tr"ng, for the night...ana that they may ve back, todzy. The bristol is
conming up from olngu\J“e this afternoon, in oruer fo take vekicles etc, o

out of “N...s0mething tosilly irrelevant, to me., .<thing h=:s hapﬁpned, in
M...1t doesn'+ need to, for tne whole po;ulation is in s.ch a panic now.
-~

Aumo .Ts abouna nere in ssigon, of course, sna toere sars
aaily reports of _nieu's assas: 1nat10n...urs ana caugater were sucovcsed
to zave left toe co.atry L1:s. wWowoo a m=_1 bl sourcs htsz 1t thst one

of tzne generzls shot hin in o laob cGt.ee.anu e in turn szot the
general, who since seems to have vani:he: from the scene,

ion ackerman (7) has just beern in, on ons of his many
abortive trips to see r8&...0¢ is going back to tne otates, next Ihurs,
and will call you wnen e gets there. ocott, .s supcosed to ve going
back tomorrow...and was supposed to coxe By tnis zfternoon and we were
going to o0 out and get drunk!! e has 5t00C ME UD.eeSO 4 wll smttlné Lere
typing tNs ..and drinking gin!!! I Just nope taoat tnis is making some sor
of sense.

rat has of course being getting a run—-arounc with the
kias pppers, ...she went off early this afternoon, to see zbout this ana
came rushing back a short time later, for more bits of paper ana from tne
way she was going on, i think anf exit visa for them uzight be imminent
If this is ti.e case, she will send them out, at tne first oprortunity
and may possiblby go hsrself, though, still with things to be done and
ends to be tiea up..she mignt come bacx, once she gets the kids settled.

One of the problems =t :he zer.nt, is viat sne nas far
too much money...80 many org anizations have money tney want rid of..so
have given 1t to ner Tt use up...and NowW...what 1s there that she will
be able to use it on,

.hen we first came down here, we felt, t:.at we would
protably nave two, maybe three monuhs, in which to work ...tkhen it zZot
down, to how many gfF¥ weeks...and now it is almost to the stage of "how
many days?" The speed witn which things sre hsp ening, is incredible. he
AVa are reported to have 19 divisions in-country ana =notaer 3 on toe
wa¥ in... things down in the U=lta have ba2en gquilet..too quiet.,..and

arnot help but wonder when an attacx is going to te comins from tn
airection,

Lit, the ooy who was doing rhysbo in .uzng ngai... st
was organising someone to take him money, oDut that nl=ce fell, so guicxkly
soo monel d1d not get tpere...lrunl. is d01nh tne L-x:¥ course and will
continue there...the course doesn't finisn, till early next year. Two
other boys were cown here, taking an enterance exam, for a one year

r=ining course...have been accepted 3nd noy of course there is no yay
for tner to get to their families. Taose feJlows are just so0 lost, in

saigon.
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Heaven knows if this is making sny sort of sense..., I seem to sit half
ny time wondering Biat is going on in sontum...how everyone is... just
how many of them are still alive...and if alive,.what sort of state
they are in. Some of the stories that one hears fill one wita so much
horror, that one wants only to be avle to stop thinking. Une tries to
work out a logical thing avout what could nave happened to B d anc geor
iy idea would be, that everynme was ordered to get out...as 1 said, 1
think, the wpntagnards would have been told to go north... &d and Georg
would have said that they would stay witi the people who were incapabvle
of going anywhere...as these people would be, to the LiVs only useless
mouths to fed...that woula have been eliminated...so what has happened
to wu and George???. what has happened to the cisters??? ionestly Bill
I hate to think. laybe I just have a vivid imagination...l Jjust nope so

a few days after we came down here 1 was talkkng to one of ti
the I.Z4. nuns who was taken prisoner at rhouc Zinh and helda for 7 weeks
ohz seemea to thinx, that Zd being a LZer wo.ld provably be CK..,.but
that George, being smerican, would find himself in for a hard time.

K
< . . .
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3 okiff has just come in and says that a nun who came out from
rontum, saia tha. rather Currien ...was seen...with his hands tied
benind his back...and a bullet through his head. rzt is away at zhurbh
so goodness knows waat stories she will come biack with.

How Scott has Jjust come in...he h=s ais tickets sguarea awg]
.e.and my nind is blown!!!!

«pat else do I know...-he 3ishov stayved of course..he wasn'-
in town when we left..was over in :leikm. {te is having a book on the
Banhar of Kontum, publishedin raris, so I shall add your name to my
list of people to have them sent to...ther- is some hzng-up with French
custums or something, that the7 cannot e sent out in bulk.

and that Bill, is about the lot...just be glad tnat you 1
your family are not heee...oh...John an{Tu zave gone back to wnna Irang
to get the papers for her to go to the vtates. wenia is having all sort:
of problems witn her papers ana papers for the kxias... wgay refused to
come out, so meone has any idea where he is. lLus.ier went back to the 3¢
otates lust week, as 1 sald and sc.tt goes tomorrow. when the resy of
us go depends on what we can finda to do...alreacy there are signs of
chaos out at +toa Son “hut. If I aco zo in a hurry, tzen I shall hopefull;
spend some time in singapore, getting board and lodgings with a cninese
family i <now there...at the moment I feel totally anfitted, for re-
joingng the human race, Iy home adaress, I shall put on the envelope.

This piace is rapidly becoming A¥¥  like a railway statio:
...the 5.7, are to arrive at T.5.N. at 6.30...now there is doubt toat
the Bristol will be able to go to .¥. tomorrow.

This whole country is like a patient who has had a cardio-
pulmaary arrest and is being maintained on the reppirator and on an
Isuprel drip...the oxygen and the Isuprel supplies have almost run out.
so that it is only a matter of tire, till the plug is pulled,
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Lets Jjust houpe and pray, that the people we know, have
all the courage they will need, in order to face the future...whatever

is holds for them,

Best wishes Bill...will kepp you informed, now that I
have your address...oh..I had a let er from Jean Taylor...she too used
her head and wrote c/o the umbasgy and was in a real panic, about what

- had happened to us all.

This is all hot off the press...Pat didn't get the exit
visa...but as so n as she does, they will all leave.

News from Kontum...the nun, (Vietnamese) who walked
out with the convoy, ssid that from the 16th the iontagnard sisters
were told to shed their habits and wear lontagnard clothes, bracgikts,
etc, According to her, no Montagnards had left, apart from USAID and
Govt. empdoyees and Pat seems to think th-t they 2are lying low in the
villages and that hopefully Ed, George and the Bishop are with them.
FPat also said thaet the nun said th~«t as the convoy was moving down the
road..the rozd was presumed to h+ve been cleared and th=t 100 or so
people went -head, on Hondas...to be mown down by the NVA, Father C.
was also on th road and that his body had bes=n positively identified
by one of the Vietnazmese priests, from a choprer...when the chopper
went in to retrieve the body, it was fired =t, so they had to leave him
Vigher was 2 problem on the march and at one point where there was a
sizable stream, the water was unuseable, for the stream was so filled
up with dead .bodies. This offensive is just so viscous (? spelling)

I recoil in horror, at some of the stories that one hears.

llust be all,

Stay safe,

P.5. The Bishpp had gone over to rleiku, the day we camme out, to see a_
french priest, who had walked in there from BMT,,,this fellow,,.l can'i
remember his name is apparently an unemotional character, normally, but
when he got in there...all he could say was "4t is terrible...it is
terrible...there are thousands and thousands dead"

The Montagnards around BMT had reported the pressence of NVA tanks
outside there a couple of weeks before the attack came,..their report
was ingnored...and also the Poles and the Hungarians, had pulled out
of there a couple of days before the attack...we were keeping an eye
on our lot!!!

I really seem to be suffering from VD...verbaldiahorrea, that is.

Later,..the ST got in tonight...things were still quiet in GN, but it
was anticipated that anything could happen -t any moment.. there weee
only two foreigners left in the town...and they will be coming out in
the morning. The people had been leaving there for Nha Trang all
through the week and the road was thick with people.

nother report..the Province Chief § a good guzg.stayed in Kontum
and wgs reported to have been shot, around C%u Pou, s he was walking



along the road. Ci;/;>

Godl; .I could go on for hours, about the hoprors of
this thing...have gone on enough already. at this,stage, the other side
doesn'y really need to do anything, so much in the panic, that has been
instilled in the people...who are‘stlll being fed a load of bullshlt,
by the Govt, - . .

I never thought I would see the death of this country.

Must really be all,

1y 2~
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