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ﬁa Si Phu has bgen sentenced for 12 month term, and Le Hong Ha for 24
ﬁ\nth term.

To be fair the 1000 of pages of Ha Si Phu personal writing should be
returned to him intact.
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Ha Si Phu is the pen name of Nguyen Xuan Tu, born April 22, 1940 in
Bac Ninh province {northern Vietnam}.

A biologist by training, Ha Si Phu completed his post-graduate work

in Czechoslovakia. Upon returning home, he worked at the Vietnam
Institute of Science and distinguished himself by adhering to scientific
methods in research. As he moved up the academic ladder, eventually
holding the post of vice-director at the Vietnam Institute of Science

in Da Lat City, Ha Si Phu was invited to join the Vietnamese Communist
Party. His refusal to apply for Party membership caused his early
retirement.

At first, he undertook scientific research at home. Friends talk about

his diligent efforts to mimic the gualities of the laboratory above

a bathroom, his attention to dusty bottles of chemicals in a small,
poorly-lit room. Facing economic hardship, he later applied his scientific
knowledge to growing mushrooms for the market and brewing homemade

beer. Ultimately, with his scientific interests stymied, he turned

toward the study and analysis of social problems.

In September 1988, Ha Si Phu penned "Hand In Hand We Go Under the
[Direction of] Intelligence,” which was circulated initially among

close friends. In the essay, he methodically dissects socialism under

the current communist regime and points out its many contradictions.

The high-minded claims of the regime contrast with the actual consequences
of its policies. Therefore, the people should follow their own intellect,
rather than the imposed direction of a party which claims to be at

the "pinnacle of human intelligence."

This ten-page discourse eventually made it to the Politburo of the
Vietnamese Community Party, sending shock waves through the leadership.
Over the next two years, no less than 30 commentaries in the official
media attacked the article and its author. Prominent party thinkers
joined in the campaign to discredit Ha Si Phu’s ideas, a subject for
many internal party gatherings. Over time, the author and his writing
became a "ghostly presence," haunting and threatening the regime’s
existence.

The pervasive influence of Ha Si Phu became evident at the Seventh
Party Congress in 1991, when the Party adopted a new motto: "Intellect,
Democracy, Renovation, Solidarity." For the first time, "Intellect"
was placed first among the pantheon of important goals.

Prior to this Party Congress, in April 1991, the dissident experienced
his first direct run in with authorities. While in Hanoi, he met with
Duong Thu Huong, the former communist party member turned critic of
the regime. During the visit, the Hanoi public security raided Duong
Thu Huong’s house and detained Ha Si Phu for interrogation. He was
released after ten days, sent back to Da Lat City, and closely watched
by the public security afterwards.



In 1993, the essay "Hand In Hand We Go Under the [Direction] of Intelligence"
was brought out of the country, and widely publicized in the overseas
Vietnamese media. That same year, Ha Si Phu completed his second work,
"Reflections of a Citizen." Drawing from various disciplines, including
natural and social science, Eastern and Western philosophical traditions,

he considers the nature and role of the individual and society. From

an analysis of the path led by the Communist Party, he points out

the basic mistakes of that approach.

In August 1995, Ha Si Phu took his views another step forward with
"Farewell to Ideology." In this work, Ha Si Phu offers a unambiguous
prescription for the nation. In a famous passage, he says to the leaders
of Vietnam:

"Marxism-Leninism is just feudalism in disguise. It is dragging down
the progress of society and being used to cover-up other negative
intentions...Be gentlemen and let this doctrine say good-bye to our
people openly. Let’s part on good terms. That doctrine was brought
in clandestinely. Now we have gained our independence. Let it leave
by the front door...Don‘t exploit this doctrine as a facade for your
personal interests in this last hour of its life.™

In December 1995, Ha Si Phu was arrested while visiting relatives

in Hanoi. He was charged, several days later, with "stealing state
secrets." It is widely believed that Ha Si Phu had in his possession

a copy of Prime Minister’s Vo Van Kiet’s August 1995 letter to the
Vietnamese Communist Party Politburo. It should be noted that the

Kiet letter is well known inside Vietnam and has been widely published
abroad. It is also an internal Party correspondence, not a state document.

Ha $i Phu has had the courage to analyze the problems of the nation

and propose a way out. For exercising his inalienable right to expression,
Ha Si Phu is now a prisoner of conscience in Vietnam. He was imprisoned
without trial from December 5, 1995 to August 22, 1996. On August

22, in a half-day long and closed-door trial, the communist government
sentenced him to one year in prison. Ha Si Phu is currently held at
prison camp B12 in Thanh Liet, 10 km outside Hanoi.
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