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Holloway not ‘named’ from Cambodia

By JaSON BARBER
AND MATTHEW GRAINGER

FYWE words uttered in the Auslra-
lian Padiament — *John Holloway
is a pedophile” — have slunned
buth the accused and Cambodian
child welfare groups.

“This came as a complele and
utlet shovk and had nething todo
withus,” said Teny Culnane, who
runs a World Vision street kid cen-
ter in Phnom Penh, of the allega-
tion which rocked Australia.

“We didn’t name names,” he
said of information which local
NGOs had earlier sent to the
Australian government aboutal-
leged Austraiian peduphiles in
Cambodia.

Mceanwhile Holloway, the
former Australian ambassador
now a top adviser to the Cam-
bodian Foreign Ministry, says
his reputation has been tainted
forever.

Holloway — who refused to
tirlk b the Plroom Pesh Post — told
the Sydney Morning Herald that his
accuser, backbench MP Ken
Aldred, had no evidence

“Hisstatement regarding meis
strictly untrue. Tam angered be-
cause parliamentary privilege en-
ables him to slander innocent citi-
zens without any repercussions.”

“This isa travesty of justiceand
an abuse of free speech” said
Holloway, 52.

But, he believes, the damage is
done. No matter how many times
he denies the allegation, it will be
believed, and his future carcer has
evapurated overnight.
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Aside from sensational bead-
lines, all Aldred has won at home
is the anger of both his own Oppo-
sition leadership and government
nunisters.

Aldred had a biyg week — prior
to naming Holloway as one of 20
diplomats who were pedophides,
the MI* claimed Australia’s chiel
diplomat Michael Costello had re-
ceived §1 million from an Isracli
secret agent with links to South
American drug Jords.

That statement led Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Gareth Evans to de-
scribe Aldred’s allegation as “the
lowest form of political and hu-
man behavior.”

“Even when I'm
exonerated I
belicve these
accusations
will still cause
hesitation.”

Aldred's “pedophile” specch,
however, landed him in hotter
water. His own party — taken by
surprise by his claims — called
them regrettable.

The Australian attorney-gen-
cral, Mr Lavarch, said aldred’s
comments wure the worst breach
of Parliamentary privilege he had
seen in 17 years.

But for all that Holloway's
repulation has been damaged —
and perhaps, jronically, that of
Aldred — there is greater concern
about the possible repercussions
for attempts to track down
pedophiles.

Same child welfare workers in
Cambadia have expressed concern
that the flurry of headlines will
push the child sex trade under-
ground, making it harder to keep
tabs an. Qthers, however, say il is
high time that the issue was thrust
under public, and governmental,
attention.

Regardloss, child vare workers
deny any responsibility for the
claims made in the Austrabian Par-
liament.

Aldred’s June Sallegations fol-
lowed the sending of a confiden-
tial requiest or help to deal with
pedophiles in Cambodia o the

Australian Federal Police CAFD.

Both Austraiian Justice Minis-
ter Duncan Kerr and World Vi-
siom Australia have said the To-
guestwasforan investigationinta
Australians involved inorganized
child-sex activities in Combuodia,

Tony Culnane, lunvever, main-
Lainy e reguest was merely Ion
adviee g how 1o gathey evidenee
against pedophiles, and jor pos-
sible assistance to the Cambodias
pulicu.

He says the reguest camwe from
about 30 UN and private agencies
making up the Child Welfare
Group in Cambadia, which re-
cently began monitoring known
child prostitution pick-up places
in Phnom Penh.

“We are not following indi-
viduals, diplomats, businessmen
or visitors. We're just going to
places o watch,” Culnane sq id of
the work.

But the agencies wanted to
know whether their observations
could be used as evidence under
Australia’s Child Sex Tourism Act,
which allows Australians involved
in prdophilia abroad to be pros-
cewded at home

“Woasked the Austradian Fod-
vral Police ‘Can you send some-
body ta pive us some advise on
what does our abservations mean
in this context? Are they valid?’

“We've had noformal response
yel. Now we dan’t know whether
we will, given what's happened.”

The AFP was also asked
whether they would be willing to
helptrain Cambodian police olffiv-
ers if a child-protection police unit
were established in Phoom Penh.

Cuh‘mnesay:sIh!]lnway,urnth-
ers, were not named to the AFT

“We didn’t fell them the pick-
up points. We didny name
names...we asked for technivad ad-
vice.. We're not guaning tor Aus-
tralians, we're trying o work onta
way we can protect children.”

I Australia, howeyer, NGUs
havie said they wantan AFT inves-
tigation into Avst ralian pedophiles.

A Warld Vision spokeswoman
was (uitgd as saying an investi-
pation was requested inte “Aus-
tralianexpatriates, diplomats and
tourists” involved in pedephilia.

Another agency, End Child
'rostitution in Asian Tourism said:
“We have information that pron-
nent Australians and forvign dip

JOHN HOLLOWAY
Reputation damage

Jontais have beeninvolved inthese
activitivs and we are asking the
povernment to investigate.”

The Australian Department of
Foreign Affairs has meanwhile
staried an inlesmal inguiry into al-
legalions diplomats have beenin-
volved with pedophiba while on
DVETSLAS HEeCYIce.

The allegations ane lony stand-
i - - SO were niised as losmag ages
as 1988, and others more recently.

‘Pweo months age, a Plulippines
sonator alleged that two serving
Australian diplomats, and a
fermerone, had molested childeen
while pusted to Manila several
yoears n\gﬂ

Muanwhite theonly Australion
diplomat to have been publicly
named in Australia, John
Iallesvay, lears [is career is over.

d by “travesty of justice”. Local child welfare
6y had nothing to do with his naming in Parliament.

“Who's going Lo give someone
accused of this any responsible
public job?” he told the Herald.

Holloway, wha is about to fin-
ish a year's contract with theCam-
bodian Foreign Ministry and re-
turn ta Canberra, said: “The gov-
ermment has o dedide whether
I'my suilable for any of the senior
posts now avarable.

“Even when U esonerated |
Belivve Lhal thase acousations will
Sl canse hesilation.”

The foroer ambassador, whois
divorced with five adolt chikdren,
satid hefound pedophiliaabhornent.

“1 don't believe it is a valid
form ot sexuality. 1 believe it is a
crime. Assomeone whohas raised
five children [ canonly say Lhereis
nothing acceptable about forcing
sexuality on children.”
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Australian dipiomat in coux aver child sex charge
uters News

a2152LBY837reulb
r i BC-AUSTRALIA-SEX 04-29 0234
~ BC-AUSTRALIA-SEX@@
~ Australian diplomat in court over child sex charge(@

CANBERRA, Aprii 30 (Reuter} - One o ,Aust?éﬁém@?or diplomats
and a former ambassador to Cambodig John Holloway, was On Tuesday ordered
to face a committal hearing on a charge of having sex with a child in Cambodia.

Magistrate Michaei Somes adjournedihe_case to-August 19 when the
hearing will decide if Holloway, 53, should stand trial.

Holloway, whe also served as a senior adviser to the Cambodian
government, has been charged with one count of having sex with a child under
16 between July 14 and Septernber 30, 1994. in the Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh.

He is the second Australian to be charged under a 1994 law which allows
Australians to be prosecuted at home for having sex with children overseas,

The charge carries a maximum jail term of 17 years.

Holloway did not appear in court and submitted no formal plea.

But his lawyer, Richard Refshauge, issued a statement outside the court
denying the charge.

“My ciient categorically denies the charge and proposes to defend it
strenuously,” Refshauge said in the staterment.

“"He believes the charge has been motivated by disaffected persons with
whom he had unfortunate dealings when serving his country with distinction
as a senior ambassador,” the statement added.

Somes suppressed any details which might identify the chid.

No further detaiis of the allegations were presented to the court,

Reut22:41 04-29-95

Copyright 1996, Reuters News Service
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Cambodia believe Khmer Rouge near capitai
Reuters News
30 Apr 0:15

a0021LBY860reulb
r i BC-CAMBODIA-ROQUGE  04-30 0290

PHNOM PENH, Apri 30 (Reuter} - Cambodian police betieve jungle-based
Khrmer Rouge guerrillas may have infiltrated areas arcund the capital Phnom
Penh, a newspaper said on Tuesday.

Chen Sary, deputy police commander of the northern Phnom Penh suburb of




Rugsei Keo, told The Cambodia Daily that an estimated 50 rebels had been
moved from battlefronts in the northwest to districts just north of the capitat.

The Maoist group, fignting a low-level war with the Phnom Penh
government elected in U.N.-organised polls in May 1893, has mostly
restricted its guerrilla activities to certain provinces and areas under its
cantrol in the north and northwest of the country.

“We are worried that (guerrillas} occupying this area might be thinking
about shelling Phnom Penh or attacking the gasoline storage faciity along
Raute Five,” Chen Sary said, referring to a key road linking Phnom FPenh to
the northwest.

Police were not immediately available for comment on the report.

The newspaper reported that some 150 police had been deployed to search
for the suspected infitrators.

A police official in the Ponhea Leu district just north of the capitai
was quoted as saying police were searching for rebels believed to be hiding
in the forest.

“It is true the Khmer Rouge have infiltrated this district, but we have
not yet made any arrests,” he said.

An army officer believed the guerrillas could be planning to take
advantage of the fact that many soldiers had been moved from the capital to
frontline positions in the northwest.

The Khmer Rouge, who ruled Cambodia by terror fram 1975-79, have fought
the government since reneging on a 1991 peace accord and rejecting the
resuits of tne U.N.-run polis.

~ REUTER®@
Reut00:15 04-30-86
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Cambodia to investigate reports of massacre
Reuters News
30 Apr 2:07

ati11LBY88%eulb
r | BC-CAMBODIA-MASSACRE  04-30 0265
~ BC-CAMBODIA-MASSACRE®@
-~ Cambodia to investigate reports of massacre@

PHNOM PENH, April 30 (Reuter) - Cambodian human nights groups are
expected to send investigators to a southwestern province on Wednesday to
investigate reports of a mass murder.

A member of the LICADHO agency said a sub-committee of iocal rights
aroups had on Tuesday questioned reporters of a Khmer-language newspaper.
Globe, which last week said 22 bodies had been found i & mass grave on a
Koh Kong province island.

She said the committee was expected to send at least two investigaters
and “they’ll probably he ieaving for Koh Kong tomorrow (Wednesday).”

The LICADHO worker was unable ta give any details, but The Cambodia
Daily newspaper on Tuesday cited Interior Ministry officials as saying the
victims were believed to have been killed and buried on February 22,

“Twenty-two bodies were discovered in a mass grave on Turtle tsland in
Kat Kang,” it guoted an unidentified senior ministry official as saying.



The victims had ther hands bound.

interior Ministry spokesman Heng Hak said an investigation was under way
with the help of Koh Kong officials inta reports of the killing in February
of eight or nine alleged thieves.

Recent reports said the men had been caught by villagers and apparently
murdered on an isolated island, but it was not known if there was a link
between the two cases.

Kech Kong, which is difficutt to reach by road, has developed a
reputation as a wild frontier zone and centre for iltegal fogging and drug
trafficking, while the provincial capital near Thaitand has becaome a centre
for prostitution and sex trafficking.

~ REUTER®@
Reut02:07 04-30-96

Capyright 1996, Reuters News Service

hhkkkkArhkhkhhibhkhhhi

Cambodian air force plane crashes, crew survive
Reuters News
30 Apr 5:36

a0327LBY961reuib
r i BC-CAMBODIA-CRASH  04-30 0230
~ BC-CAMBODIA-CRASH®@
~Cambodian air force plane crashes, crew survive@

PHNCM PENH, April 30 (Reuter) - One plane of Cambodia's small air force
crashed on Tuesday but the two crew survived, a seniaor officer said.

The propellor-driven Britten-Narman Islander crash-landed on its way
from the northwest city of Battambang ta the isolated northern pravince of
Preah Vihear, the aofficer told Reuters, asking not to be named.

“The piane's damaged, the crew's okay,” he said,

He gave no details on the nature of the plane’s mission to Preah Vihear,
where the Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction has an important base on the border
with Thailand.

The Cambodian air force can muster a few ancient MiG fighters, some
Czech fighter trainers, some spaotter planes, a few mare propelior-driven
planes and some helicopters.

Government authorities in Battambang are worried that they will face
severe shortages of fuel and other supplies if several bridges destroyed by
the Khmer Rouge are not repaired before the rainy season comes,

The rebels have destroyed five main bridges along the key Route Five,
linking Battambang and Phnom Penh. While most vehicles can detour into the
fields this will become impossible tor big trucks when the rains come at the
end of may.

The city, Cambodia's second largest, was hit by power cuts due to a lack
of diesel fuel last week, Battambang power station director Lum Suen toid
Reuters at the weekend.
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