The Story of a Vietnamese Rebel

SAIGON, South Vietnam~~Ho
Nhan Hieu is a thirty-year-old
Vietnamese who ent
e last 15 vyears
either agitating against various
South Vietnamese povernments
or in jail for political action.
Small and wiry, quick to smile,
capable of halting English, Hieu
has hard brown eves and a
stubborn determination to keep
on struggling for the kind of
Vietnam he believes in.

In 1855, as a teen-ager in
Hue, he joined a “peace move-
ment” advocating the holding
of the all-Vietnamese elections
scheduled for 1956 by the
Geneva accords of 1954. For
that, the Diem regime gave him
5ix months in jail.

Sentenced Again

By 1957, Hieu betame in-
volved with a “popular high
school" in Hue, which he de-
scribes as having to do with
"folk culture” but which the
Diemists considered paolitical.
In 1959, that involvement
brough him two jail sentences,
one of three months, one of five
months. '

In 1963, Hieu was one of the
leaders in Nhatrang of some-
thing called the United Front of
Students and Pupils, agitating

inst Ngo Dinh Diem. He was
arreMed again but before he
be jailed Diem was over-
rown and all political prison-
ers were released. :

The various governments that
followed looked little, if any,
better to Hieu. In 1964, as a
student at Dalat University,
he became the president of a
Struggle Force of Students and
Pupils against the short-lived
regime of Tran Van Huong. He
escaped arrest but the publica-
tion of the group was sus-
pended by the Government
after three issues.

Dalat Uprisng

In March, 1966, when Nguyen
Cao Ky was in power in Saigon,
Hieu was the “press and plan-
ning commissar” for the Dalat
University Struggle and Hold
Force of People, Students and
Pupils for Democracy. This
group took over the Dalat city
administration and held it for
about two months, running the
city more or less adequately
and setting up a self-defense
force to fight off the police.

This is still eonsidered one of
the most successful popular up-
risings of modern Vietnam, and
was all the more remarkable
because, although mainly Bud-
dhist, a number of Cathalic
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students were among its lead-
ers, and one of them, Ho Quang
Nhut, was its president, Ky
finally flew in troops from Sai-
Bon and ousted the Struggie
and Hald Force in June, 19686.

Hard Days in Jail

- Hieu fled to Saigon, hid out,
went back to Dalat, was ar-
rested in Octoher, 1966, and
held without charges for three
months, He seized this oppor-
tunity to lead a revolt against
brutal prison conditions, for
which he received some severe
beatings and a year's sentence
at a trial he was not allowed
to attend.

He served forty days in
Chthoa prison at Saigon before
being transferred to Conson Is-
fand prison in February, 1967,
There he led a protest against
poor medical treatment, for
which six months were added
to his sentence. At Conson,
known as the University of Ho
Chi Minh for its effect on
young Vietnamese prisoners,
Hieu lived with 150 men in one
small room, ate fish paste,
shrimp paste and soy oil, and
put in his days at hard labor,
hauling and chopping wood.

He also spent a month in
solitary, shackled to an iron
bar in the “tiger cage,” a cell
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with a barred roof open to the
equatorial sun.

Taken back to Chihoa in No-
vember, 1968, under the Thieu
regime, Hieu was ordered to
sign papers inducting him into
the South Vietnamese army. He
refused, was taken to Covap
military prison, and although
even the prosecutor recam-
mended his freedom, was sen-
tenced to another year by a
military tribunal. But Hieu
smuggled ocut a letter ta stu-
dents urging South Vietnamese
seif-determination and a cali-
tion with the National Libera-
tion Front. Copies were discov-
ered, and he was beaten after
a kangaroo trial in Covap.

Fugitive Nationalist

Recently, Hieu was taken to
Chihoa and again ordered to
enter the army. He again re-
fused. On May 8, he was paroled
for two months, at the end of
which time he must either re-
turn to Covap prison or enter
the army. He aims to do neither
but will become a fugitive.

Through it all, Hieu has re-
mained an avowed nationalist,
favoring Vietnamese independ-
ence and democracy. He is not
a pacifist. “If as in the ancient
days the Chinese invade my
country,” he says, “I would
fight them.”



