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HC)CGIA HOANG XUAN-HAN TUTRAN 

GREAT SCHOLAR PASSES AWAY 

Famous Mathematician-Sinologist-Educator Hoang XuAn-Han passed away in 
Paris, at 7:45 am on Sunday March 10, 1996, after spending two weeks at the Orsay 
hospital because of a stroke. He was 89 years old. A native of Ha-tinh Province, 
Professor Hoang served as Vietnam's Minister of National Education and Fine Arts in 
the first independent government headed by Prime Minister Trln TrQng-Kim in March 
1945. Later he took part in the French-Vietnamese negotiations in Dalal in 1946, but 
moved to France in the early 19505 to devote himself to scholarly activities, editing and 
publishing many works in Vietnamese history and ancient !ilerature. 

Several generations of students owe him a scientif'lC and technical dictionary, 
Danh-tir Khoa-h{JC, which he had to produce in a hurry when teachers at both the 
secondary and tertiary levels needed a native terminology in their classrooms, where the 
Vietnamese language replaced French in the spring of 1945 as the medium of 
instruction. Professor Hoang taught at the Lycee du Protectoral in Hanoi after he 
earned his Agregation in Mathematics, following his graduation from the Ecole 
Polytecbnique and the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Ponts et OIaussees in Paris. 

The scholarly world admired his rigorous research demonstrated through such 
famous books as the biography of llth-century General Ly Thl1<'mg-~ (which is 

. actually the diplomatic history of the Ly dynasty, 1010-1225), the annotations to various 
translations of Ozinh-ph/! NgIm-khl1c "Song of a Soldier's Wifen composed originally 
in Chinese by ~g Trln-COn, as well as the life and works of poetess lib XuAn­
Hl1ong. Educated first in Chinese classics by his father Hoang XuAn-Uc before 
attending French-medium schools in his homeland, he became the dean of Vietnamese 
studies, possessing unique talents in deciphering traditional works of literature written in 
the vernacular ntnn script. He was an ardent student of Ngu~ Du's works, including 
The Tale of Ki&J --- about which he has left an unpublished manuscript that 
establishes a version closest to the original text through the textual analysis of some ten 
n6m editions of the national bard's narrative in h,lc-Mt verse. 
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Dr. Hoang is survived by his wife of fifty years, his daughter, son-in-law and 
grandchildren. His departure is a great loss to teachers and students alike, and is 
mourned by compatriots both inside and outside his homeland. In accordance with the Id~~ 

of& self-exiled scholar, his cremation will take place at the Onne-aux-Moineaux 
Crematorium in Les Ulis-Orsay (Essonne) on March 14, 1996, then his ashes will be 
deposited at Truc-L4m Zen Monastery, 9 Rue de Neuchiitel, Villebon-sur-Yvette. 
Eulogists at the private funeral will include a French general who was his classmate at 
the Polytechnique, some cultural personalities in the French capital, and those fonner 
students and colleagues of his who have been residing in Europe . 

According to the bereaved family, on April 24, 1996, the elaborate (Buddhist) 
Seven Weeks Mass for the transcendance of Professor Hoang's soul will be held 
simultaneously at Truc-l4m Monastery and at the Hoang family's country manor, 
"Manoir d'Aubonne" (Da-thlj Cam-tuy&l) , 14113 Villerville, outside of Paris. 

Even an incomplete list of the eminent scientist's publications eloquently 
underlines his vast erudition in history and philology, his rigorous research on many 
aspects of Vietnamese literature and culture, and above all, the modesty of a real 
scholar and the kind generosity of a real teacher, always ready to dispense advice and 
guidance. In addition to articles in learned journals (Bich-khoa, Y,an-f#nh in Saigon; 
lJfli-hr;x: in Hue'; Khoa-hf'C, Ng6n-ngii and T{lp-chf Van-hf'C in Hanoi; and Khoa-hf'C 

Xa-ht)i in Paris, to name just a few), here is a sampling of the prolific author's 
contributions to the field of Vietnamology: 

1940. "Quelques poemes en langue annamite du XVeme siecle," Bulletin 
General de l'Instruction Publique, Hanoi, 1ge annee, No. 10, Juin-Aoot 1940, pp. 
180-185. 

1949. (Ed.) lJfli-Nam Qu6C-su Diln-ca "Great Vietnam's National History in 
Verse". Hanoi: S6ng Nhi. 

1952. La-son Phu-tU. [Master La-son served Emperor Quang-Trung of the 
ny-son dynasty]. Paris: Minh-Tan. 

1953. Chinh-p/JIJoof18Am Bi-khao. Paris: Minh-Tan. 
1964. (Ed.) Bfch-cAu Kl-ng(J '''The Marvelous Encounter at the Blue Creek" . 

. Hue': ~i-h<?C. 

1995. (Ed.) V.fn I~ Th~p-Io;p Chling-sinh "Funeral Oration to the Wandering 
Souls" by Nguyc!n Du. Paris: An-Ti~m. 

We deeply mourn the loss of a great Vietnamese scholar and teacher, 
and wish to express our heartfelt condolences to CO Han. 

NOTE: For an exhaustive bibliography 
of Professor Hoang Xuan-HfuJ's publications, 

please contact Professor T\I Tn;mg-Hi¢p 
4 Rue des Champs Elysees, 94250 Gentilly, Fr~ce. 


