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[Text] Ho Chi M1lIh Cit;r (VRA August 1976)--1. fU11eral ceremon;y for the late Reverend Ho 

Thanh Bien was solemnl;r held on 22 August in Ho Chi Minh City. 

-
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The tun.ral vilit began at 0900 at the headquarterl of the NPLSV Central Committee. Vic. 
Pre.ldont Nguyen Huu Tho, on behalt of Pr •• ident Ton Duo Thang, laid a wreath bearing 
the word. "The pre.ident of the SociaH.t flepUbl1 c ot Vietnam re.p' ctfull,. pOl,.1 tribute" 
betore the ooffin ot the late flev G.B. Ho Thanh Bien. 

I. delegation of the SflV lIational Allembl,. Standing Committe. led by Canrade Truong Chinh, 
..aber of the Political Bureau of the party Central Committe. and chairman of the lIational 
J. ••• ml>17 Standing COIIIIOitt •• , paid a vioit ane! laid a wreath bearing the word. "with deep 
regrets for Rev Ho Thanh BIen. II Comrad.e Truong Chlnh presented hi. condolences to Rev 
Bo Thanh Bien '. relativell and wrote the following word a I1wlth deep regrets for Rev Ho 
Thanh Blen ll 1n the condolence book. 

SflV Vice President Nguyen Huu Tho laid a wreath and wrote the folloWing word. "with deep 
regret. tor Uncle Ho Thanh Bten who achieved great merita in the restoration of independ­
ence tor the fatherland and the national lIberatIon!' 1n the condolence book. 

The delegation of' the VJPP Central Comaittee led by Dr llguyen Van Huong, "", .. ber of' the VJPP 
Central COIIIIIllttee Presidium; the delegation of' the NJi'LSV Central COIIIIlittee led by Mr 
llguyen Huu The, member of the NJi'LSV Central Committee Pre.idiUD1; the delegation of the 
VAlIDPI' Central Committee led by law;yer Trinh Dinh Thao, chairman of the VAlIDPI' Central 
Ca.m1ttee; the delegation of the All-Vietnam Lia1son Committee of Patriotic and Peace­
loving Vietn ...... e Catholic. led by Rev Nguyen Thi Vinh, vice chairman of the J.ll-Vietnam 
Liaison Committee of Patriotic and peacelov1ng Vietnamese Catholics; the delegations of 
the Vietnam Committee for the Defense of World Peace and the Vietnam Committee for Afro­
Asian People 1 s Solidarity; and the representative of the Bureau of Religious Affairs of 
the prem.1er's office came to pay tributes, lay wreaths and write in the condolence book. 

Uao COIling to P&,. tribute and lay wreathe before the cotfin of the late fleverene! Ho 
Thanh Bien were the delegatton. of the NJi'LSV and the Ho Chi Minh City (?People'. Cao­
mittee ). 

Many delegations of various rellg1ons--the Vietnam Unified Buddhist Union. the Vietnam 
Protestant Union, and the Vietnam Cao Dat Union--also came to pay tribute and lay wreaths. 
A delegation from the Saigon archbishopric, led by Archbishop Nguyen Van Blnh, came to 
pay tribute, lay a wreath and write 1n the condolenC"e book the following words: liThe 
Reverend. G.B. Ho Thanh Blen Is an exemplary reverend. a Christian With a devoted love 
for our Lord and an ardent love for the fatherland and the people. II Representatives 
from the Can Tho and. Long xuyen parlshes, Chrlstendoms and religious orders also came 
to ~ay tribute. 

Many delegations from various min1str1es. branches, organs and mass organizations at 
the central level and in Ho Chi Minh City one by one came to pay tribute. 

The funeral ceremony for the late Reverend Ho Thanh Bien began at 1430 sharp. Attending 
the ceremony were representatives of the National Assembly Standing Committee, the V?P 
Central Caamittee, the NFLSV Central Committee, the VANDPF Central Committee, the All­
VIetnam Liaison Committee of Patriotic and Peace loving Vietn~mes~ Catholics, and repre­
sentatives of organs and mass organizatlons at the central level and in Ho Chi Minh C1ty. 
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At the funeral ceremny. the tuneral committee read a Dl&!H:iSage from Premier Pham Van Dong 
and Vice Premier Nguyen Ilu:j' Trinh: "We respecttully convey to the lamily and beloved 
ones ot the late a.verend Jlo :!banh Bien our reg .... Ji&: and coDdolences." 

Prot Pham 'lh1eu, member ot the VFF Central Committee Presidium, read the tuneral or,~on. 
Arter recalli"ll t2la great services ot the lete a.vereDd l!O :!banh Bien in IIIIbll1&11lg 
God-tear~ and patriotic Christians to contribute to bringing the national ~beration 
struggle tovard complete victory. he said: 

"'lbe 1e te Reverend Ho 'Iham Bien was a reverend who ardently loved his country and his 
religion and who made great etforts in Our people's co .... n undertaking. He ia very 
worthy ot the Independence Modal. third cless. the Resistance Medal, first claos, 
and the "Brass JI'ortress ot the Fatherland" 1ns1gnia--the great honor that the National 
Assembly and the gover ... nt bes towed on him. With his death, the VFF has lost 
a typical member. the Vietnamese Catholic circles a clearoighte<l .nd stallllU't guide, 
and his tamily an outstanding tamily member, 

Prot !'ham 1llieu con~1nued: "Following the great victory in the 1975 sprll,g campair 
our entire country has been completely liberated and our people began to live in nu, ,',a­
tion and poace and are advancing tMlard socialism. 1lle •• sacred &spira tiona that he 
cherished over the past 30 years have been material1zed. Although he is deac!, his zh_ ,,,.; 
example re .... 1ns. Regretting hia de .. th .... pledge to do Our utllllat to implement all 
lines and policies set forth by the revolution in the new stage. With this thought in 
mind, we, who are cf)ntlnuing to carry out the cOllllllDn revolutionary undertaking for the 
whole country. resp"cttully bow to his soul and convey to his bereaved tamilyour sincere, 
hearttelt condolences and bId him tarewell. 

'!he representatives attending the cerellllOY were extremely touchec! while listening to 
the last ""rds that the late Reverend l!O :!banh BlJJn Bent to the bizho1>" and the 
Christian colllllLUl1ty: Let all dignitaries in the Vietnamese Catholic Church and all 
Christiana closely unite around the Front, be wholly loyal to the fatherland, pro ... 
that Christiana have correctly imple ... nted our Lord's doctrine, and be worthy ot 
being Vietnamese c1tiaana ot the h~roic Vietnamese people. 

1lle late Reverend lID '!hanh Bien'. oottin was then brought to the Saigon Basilioa where 
a requiem MIl. vas organized and the last rites were administered according to the 
highest form ot .eremoy ot C!\rht!.an1ty. 

1lle ~epresentatives And the late !lev.rend 110 :!banh Bien'. be1'8aved tamily accompanied 
hi. cottin while it was taken to the graveY"rd or the Saigon vicarage for burial. 
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X3ITUlRY OF RKV HO THANH BIEN ISSUED CzILl 
HO Chi Mnh City I)omestic Se rv ice  i n  Vietnamse 1400 GMT 20 Aug 76 CW 

[Text]  The A l l - V l e t M m  L ia i son  Committee of P a t r i o t i c  and Race-Loving Vietnamese Cath- 
o l i a s ,  tha VFF and NFLSV c e n t r a l  conmittees deeply r e g r e t  t o  amounce the demise of fiev- 
e r e &  Ho Thanh men, a c t i n g  c h p i m n  of tho All-Vietnam Liaison Cormittee of P a t r i o t i c  
and maw-Loving Vie tnamse  Catholics: former member of the Standing Cornittee of the 
DRY t i a t l o r d  Assembly, second, t h i r d  and f o u r t h  Iegialaturs; mmber of the VFF Central  
Cornittee; member of the Vietnam C o m i t t e e  f o r  Afro-Asian R o p l e ' a  S o l i d a r i t y ;  member 
of t h e  Vietnam Yorld R a c e  counci l ;  and r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  Independence Medal, )d Class;  
Resistance War Medal, 1st Qass ;  and the f a t h e r l a n d ' s  b ra s s  b a s t i o n  i n s i g n i a .  

In the c o m e  of his illness, Rev Ho Thanh Bien was s o l i c i t o u s l y  cared f o r  by the pa r ty ,  
the government and the f r o n t  a r d  was devotedly a t t ended  and given ca re  and t reatment  
by c o l l e c t i v e  staff  physicians;  bu t  due t o  h i s  advanced age, weakness and acu te  illness, 
Rev .Yo Thanh Rten passed auay a t  2050 hours 11350 GMT] on the 1 9 t h  of August, a t  Thong 
Mlut h o s p i t a l  a t  the age of 06.  

Ho C h i  Mnh City. the 20th of August. 1976. 

Following 1s a brief biography of Rev HO Thanh Bien: 
a t  Tho1 Thuan v i l l a g e ,  Thot Not d i s t r i o t ,  Hau Giang Rov ince  (former Long xuyen); received 
t h e  t i t l e  of  reverend on 2 1  September, 1921; i n  1945, p a r t i c i m t e d  i n  t h e  up r i s ings  a t  
Sake0 diocese,  Trung  Tuat township and Ihu Cia diocese of Chon Thanh and Thanh T r i  d i s -  
t r i c t s ,  Soc h a n g  Rov ince ;  and assumed the fol lowing r u n c t i o m :  v i c e  chairman of the 
SOD Trang R o v i n c i a l  Lien-Viet Front;  chap la in  of the  National Guard regiment i n  Soc 
Trang; ard adv i so r  t o  the Central  Committee of the Resistant Cathol ics  ASsOCiPtiOn i n  
Xam Bo. 

In the r e s i s t a n c e  war a g a i n s t  the R e n c h  c o l o n i a l i s t  aggressors ,  Rev Ho Thanh Bien res- 
o l u t e l y  alld a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the motivat ion of the c a t h o l i c  compatriots i n  Warn 
Eo i n  general  and of t h e  Cathol ic  fo l lowers  i n  Soc Trang i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  con t r ibu te  
t o  the p r o t r a c t e d  war of r e s i s t a n c e  i n  Nan En and scored many achievements. 

i n  1954, Rev Ho Thanh Bien went t o  regroup i n  the n o r t h  a n i  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the Cathol ic  
rmvement t o  b u i l d  s o c i a l i s m  and i n  t h e  ant i -U.S.  na t i ana i  s a l v a t i o n  r e s i s t a n c e  war. In 
t h e  course of h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  in the nor th ,  Rev HO Thanh M e n  was appointed t o  assume 
the f ~ l l o w i n g  func t ions :  a c t i n g  c h a i r m n  of the All-Vietnam L ia i son  Corn i t t ee  of P a t r i -  
o t i c  and Peace-Loving Vietnamese Cathol ics ;  m e m b e r  of t h e  Standing C a m i t t e e  of the  DRV 
National Assembly, second, t h i r d  and f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e s ;  member of the VFP Central  Com- 
m i t t e e  f o r  Afro-Asian S o l i d a r i t y ;  and member of t h e  Vietnam World %ace Council. 

Ttiaas to h i s  many successes  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  the X-ench c o l o n i a l i s t  and anti-U.S. 
n a t i o n a l  s a l v a t i o n  r e s i s t a n c e  wars ,  Rev 30 'ihanh 3ien was awarded the Independence Wda l ,  
3d Class:  the f ies is tance Ibda l .  1st Class and the f a t h e r l a n d ' s  b r a s s  b a s t i o n  i n s i g n i a  
by  the National Assembly and govermEnt.  

Rev HO Thanh Bien was born i n  1890 
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JBITUARY O{RBV HO ~-;;-;;;?lISSUXD 
Ho Ch1 Minh C1ty Domelt1c Service 1n Vietnamel. 1400 GMT 20 Aug 76 (}W 

[Text] The All-Vietnam Lia1son Committee of Patr10t1c and Peace-Lovina Vietnameae Cath­
oliOl, the VPP and NPLSV central committees Oeeply resret to announce the demise of Rev­
erend Hc Thanh Bien, actina chairman ot the All-V1etnaa Lia110n Comm1ttee of Patr1ot1c 
and Peace-Lovina V1etname.e catho11c.: former member ot the Stand1n& Co .... 1tte. ot the 
DRV National Ala.mbly, second, third and fourth le,1Ilature: member of the VPP Central 
Comm1ttee: member of the Vietnam Comm1ttee for Afro-Asian People'l Solidarity: member 
ot the V1etnam World Peace Council; and rec1pient of the Independence Medal, 3d Class; 
Res1atance War Medal, 1st CLaslj and the fatherland's brass bastion 1na1gnia. 

Ia the course ot hiB illness, Rev Ho Thanh Bien was solicitously cared tor by the party, 
the government and the front and was devotedly attended and given care and treatment 
by collective staft physicians; but due to his advanced a,e, weakness and acute illness, 
Rev Ho Thanh Bien passed away at 2050 hours [1'50 GMT) on the 19th of August, at Thona 
Nhut hosp1tal at the ase of 86. 

Ho Ch1 Minh City, the 20th ot AUSUSt, 1976. 

Followins il a brief biography of Rev Ho Thanh Bien: Rev Ho Thanh B1en was born in 1890 
at Thoi Thuan vi11ase, Thot Not distriot, Hau G1ans Prov1nce (tormer Lons xuyen); received 
the title ot reverend on 21 September, 1921; in 1945, part1cipated in the uprisinss at 
Sakeo diocese, Truns Tuat township and Nhu Gia diocese of Chon Thanh and Thanh Tri dis­
tricts. Soc Trang Province; and assumed the following .functions: vice cha1run of the 
Soc Trang Provincial Lien-Viet Front; chaplain of the National Guard regiment in Soc 
Trans; and advisor to the Central Committee of the Resistant catholics Association in 
1iam Eo. 

In the reSistance war against the French colonialist aggressors. Rev Ho Thanh Bien res­
Olutely and actively participated 1n the motivation of the catholic compatriots 1n Ham 
Eo 1n general and of the catholic followers 1n Soc Trans in particular to contribute 
to the protracted war of resistance in Nam Eo and scored many achievements. 

In 1954, Rev Ho Thanh Bien went to regroup 1n the north and participated in the Catholic 
~ovement to build socialism and in the anti-U.S. national salvation resistance war. In 
the course of his activities in the north, Rev Ho Thanh Bien was appointed to assume 
the f~11ow1ng functions: acting chairman of the All~Vietnam Liaison Committee of Patri­
otic and ~ace-Lov1D1 Vietnamese Catholics; member of the Standing C~mm1ttee of the DRV 
National Assembly. second, third and fourth legislatures; member of the VFF Central Com­
mittee for Afro-Asian Solidarity; and member of the Vietnam World Peace Council. 

illanks to his many successes in contributing to the French COlonialist and anti-U.S. 
na tional salvation resistance wars. Rev Ho '!hanh Bien was awarded the Independence ~dal~ 
3d Class; the Resistance l'~dal. 1st Class and the fatherlandls brass bastion insignia 
by the National Assembly and governnent. 
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