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[ } CGSVN was headed from 1662 to '64 by one of the mest shidowy yet most

i ! powerful Farty figures south of th2 17th parallel, To this day no one is

{ certaln whetber his name 1s Nguyen Vem Cun, Muel Ut, Musi Cuc, Nguyen Van Muoi

! : or (%5 18 mast lixely) none cf these, Cuc has been described aas s man in his

! | fifti=s, torn beth in South @nd Norsh Viet-Num and heving spent most of his

|  Political career in the Sauth. Accerding %o a decument ceyiured in Nevember

l 1956, Cuc was then & mecher of the Nwm-Bo Regienal Committee and Secretary of th
Saigen-Coolon Parvy Committes. One well-infermed seurce hes siataed that he was
axcng toose soutbern branch Farty cadres secretly elected to Central Committes 1
1960 and in February 1967 becaps & secret member of the Folitburo.

twa North Vietnameee four-sisr generals (Giap being t\e other), member of the
Politburo, and meeber of the NVN Nutional D:zeace Council. At this Hme Nguy=n
Ven Cuc probably became Deputy Party Secretary st COSVN. When Thanh dled
(officielly) on July 6, 1567, Cue probszbly headed COSVN until Pram Hung arrived,
: presurably in October 1957, to replace Tbanh.5 Asg Eiftb}-ranhm of the
i Politbure (Tbanh ranked eighth) and First Deputy Premier of the NVIi, Hung brough
considerable Party rank with him. According to volonel iran van Dac (see footnet
3), Phum Hung holda all of the top positions in the South, Perty Secretary,

- Commander of the PLAF, and Chi=f Political Officer of the PLAF. It is, hewvever,
! likely that he shares this authority with other commands in the narther: half ef
Seuth Viet-Nam. This relationship will be discuseed later. .

|
]
JJ ' .  Late in 1964, command of COSVN was sssumed by Nguyen Cni Taanh, one of the
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Nguyen Van Cuc e rapsrtedly Hung's wain Farty deputy, and Lt. Gen.
Traa Van Tra is his privcipal wilitary ¢aputy. -~ Tra 18 sn slternate member of
tke Ceatral Committee «nd & Deputy Chief of Staff of the North Vietnemese Army.
Ha was born in 1918 in Quwrg Ngal province in central Viet-Nem. From 1945 until
1954, when he wasg rg;fbuped to the North, Tin/yﬁs active in Cormunist military o
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'P . on-the political side,

/ One of the fev overt Party (a5 the FRP} me
v Toan {oT cong), Va8 formerly

) Nzuyen van Xe, had pee

-

n the south Viet
gerred South yn 1963 end hos
as Chairman of the Militery Affairs Committeé.
Nam Trung” ¥RO» the NIF clsims,
comnittee and & Deputy chairman of the NLF
1east t¥WO and possidly gore 'Tran Nam Trung'8" e

The original “rran Nam Trung” was pellieved Lo be Maj. Gen. Tren Tuong,
Central Committee and member of the Ol Interzone YV perty
uped to the North in 1954.° He vwas sen
taplighment of COSVN. From 19
Luong held the "Tran Nam Trung”
of Chairmin o the CO A 1d of the FLF Military
Affairs Committee. gince Tra became wpran Nam Trung” s LuODE reportedly nesd
concentrated on financil.l and ¢ RS
1e at COSVN has been played ©Yy Rguyea
a Deputy Party SacretarY, gince

Party or;lnizs.ti-n, p;opa.pndn snd
g also been & menber of

s leading To

Van DRog, petter Xnowd by his alies Hal Van,

1962, who ba# ned special responsibility for

, security affairs. Under the alias Foam Yuan Teai he ha
£ the NLF's Liveration Federation ©

f\ the KLF Presidium a0d Cbairsan ©
'\ ynions. 1t. Col. L y¥uan Chuyen (see tootuete 3) rated Dang (or Van) en® ‘of

\ | the mosb poverful gexbers of COSVE. e has apperent
\l gouth since 1945 snd never regroup=d-
mbers in the South nas been

o Toan, pect known by the alias Vo chi Cong.
t COSVN where he specializcd in proselyting activities.

a Deputy Party Secretsry 8

- He wag pelieved to be amoDg t 1y elected tO the Centrsl
1p reactivats COSVN. In 1961. (See

yvo Chi Coni, he has of ficially rcpresented the PRP in the NLF

Vice cpairman’ He Wb reportedly Party
t 1966 when he returned to tne

Xorth for medical treptment, Be v&S8 185t mentioned ©Y NLF news media in NovémbeX
4 ne was seen in Phu Yen province (sVR} inm 1968. -

te member f the Central coxmittes, was

. Ms.j. General Tran Do, an alterne o
PLAF at COSVN. M a

Deputy Polltical ofticer of the
u;iﬂ&-thﬂch—&th&;h.ggﬂ%i_gqp-? A.a-cardifnzvto-lrecent capbure

Februar s
docum=nt, Do_was ‘_;;gp_lacc,d.kby»hachnn ,--fermr?oli‘tical—Ofﬂcer.or‘,._tha.mntx..——

> ...,:

4
n a COSVN rinance and economichk specialist, put in
1967 was reported Lo pe in Hapol for medicsl treatment. HE nas Deem yemporarily
replaced By Nguyen Vao Buong, * gormer Party Secretary of ¥R 3 (8VK), vho vas

UNCIASSIFIED
B. 4in September 1968 nr-gn Nam W‘Jib 2y masioned Y Radlo Liverationd as I'ef
~ penting the FRP at & meeting cf +he NLF Presidiude | .
c&tw is ﬂt{1l Ruve. el \.u.z- "
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. the Third Party Congress in Sept

" party Committec. Tran Ven Q
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- pildtery Regl
"f"/’\ The extent to which C

! Military Region 5 pos

- reported in 1

., by COSVN to all of th

' eouthern "panhandle’ pert

967 to be in charge of COSVN rear (logistical) gervices. Ee,
along with Nguyen yen Cuc, Vo Chi Cong, and Le Van Kiet(or Nguyen Ven Kiet),
elected to the Central Committee duri ng

was (eccording to on€ source) secretly n
ember 1960. (See footnote 4).These four were
Le Van Kiet later, according to

aleo chosen to belp reactivate COSVN in 1961,
or MR b (Saigon-0ia Dinh)

pme reports, becans Chief of the Special Zone |
uang was another cadre who helped reactive COSVN.

Ee was the LAF Executive officer before returning to the North gometime after
196k and later commanded MR IV in the North. According to some gources he 8180
peld the "Tran Kam Trung" position, put it is not clear when, if at all.

Four North Vietnaﬁése Army generals have recently been reported holding

other positlons in or subordinate to COSVN. They are: 1e Duc Anh, COSVN Chief
ot Staff; le TronZ Tan, FPLAF Executive Officer; To Ky, Commander of Military ‘
Region (MR) 1 (north and east of Saigon); and Dong Van Cong, CommandeT of MR 3
(the southern nalf of the Mekong Delta).! Another NVA general, Maj. Gen. Ha
Ke Ten, 810 alternate membeT of the Centril Comuittee, bas been reported a8
sber of the COSVN Miltary Asfairs Committes, dut it is. net certain

baingz & m8
a is still in the Seuth.

whether or not b
U B-3 Taest .
on V(;;E’the Tri-Thien-Hue Military Region -

/Uq -3 'l"/\n“-‘r, :

0SVN, contrels the porthern half of South Viet-Nam, the
v/and the Tri-Thien-Hue MR, 1s by no means clear,
autonomy, end to some

foreeT Trung-Bo areé now MR
but evidence indicates that this ares enjoys & certain
| extent - perhaps-to s large extent - comes directly under the Forth Vietnamese
Army Hizgh Command, principally for geographic reasons. COSVN probably exercises
‘a certain degree of politicnl centrol and certainly maintains close liaison

with the area's politicll-military comnand structure to ensure uniformity of
policy sad prededures. ’

According to one authority: "Recent documents have been captured directed
e Regions of South Viet-Kam, and & recent directive from
.M1litary Region 5 Headquarter ;Preséribed by the
Central Political Staff Depertment [of the NVA Bigh Command/ end R JCOSVE/ '3
OSVN directive on the

attached to the docurent was &

gams subject peing sent to all suberdinate units. Colonel Dmc gunmarized the

1tion by stating that_'it reports airectly to North Viet-Ns

snd ngintlinl_i‘eminnn:ﬁtf COSVN.'"®  The present relationship would mow
geem, in GomS WBYB, to be similar to the pre-1961 Trung-Bo end Nam-Bo Party
Comnitteas arrengement. Complcig_QQSYN control of all of Souﬁ@iﬁﬁfﬁ:ﬁ::_gfob‘b:

prgvgd to_Peg;nfeasible_iﬁ‘the face of tEE_H:§L#E§}1tary puild-up.

Toe case of the Tri-Thien-Hue MR, which is cenprised of Seuth Viet-Nam's
two porthernmost provinces, Quang Tri and Thus Thien, 1B gsopewhat dirtereat.
Foreerly & part of MR V, these two provinces were organized as & peparate
‘ﬂ?i-Thian-Eua“ Military Reglon {n June 1966. There {g now evidence that

this region was, in effect, joined to Military Region IV which includes tbe
of North V;et—ﬂan. Tuere was at lesst hisﬁoric;l
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