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t CG3VN was a~.d~d !rem 1962 to '64 by one of the most sh,dowy yet most 
poverful P"rty fi:ures south of th~ 17th. pu-&.llel. To tllis day no one i5 

I 
I 
I cert .. in wh.ether l:.is n9Jl>e i8 H,uyen V"""" C~, Mu.::. Ut, I1H1 Cuc, N,uyen VAn Muo1 

or ( ... 6 1~ u"st llkely) n')ne cf th~se. Cue lI.as been described II.S a ~n in his 
fif'ti~!;, born baoth 1n SQuth !l.nd Ko..-th Viet-N .. m and h"Yin, spent !lost of his 
polltic .. l career in th~ South. According to a d"c=nt captured in No~aber 
1956, Cuc ~~ taen a m~mber of the N.m-Eo Rc,1¢nal Co~ttee and Secretary of tb 
Sai,on-Cnolon PB.rl>Y Coltlll.1"t;"t;ee. One ,,-ell~infc.med sour-:e hloS st ... ted th ... t he 'l{Q.8 

amen, those soutbern branch Parvy cadres se~retly el~~ted to Central Coza1ttee 1 
1960 and ill February 1967 boc.Ci. toe a secret II>!mber of the Foll tburo. 4 

~ . ~te in 1964, co~d of COSVN ~~s assumed by N,uyen Cni Tdll~l1, one of the 
tv~ No~h Vievn'~Ee fcur-st~r g~ncr~15 (Gl&P bein, t~e other), ~aber of the 
P()l1tburo, IUld member of the NVN N"vicn"l I\:te"o~ Council. At this t1. ~ li:uyen 
V .. n Cue probably became Deputy P"rty Secretary at COSVN. When Tbanh died 
(officially) on Jul;y 6, 1967, Cue prob"'cly headed COSVN until Pr·ao Hun:; arriTed, 
presUl!:.i\bly in Octocer 196'{, to replace 'Ibanh.5 As [iftrJ-unkin, =mb ... r of the 
Polit.buro (Tb .. na ro< nlred e11:ht.h) and Fi.rst ~put.y P: ~llIJl'"r of the !'Y.J!.; Hun, brou,lr 
cons1d~rable P.-rty rank with hilil, Accora.l.og 1;0 (;Ol011e 1 'Iran Van Dac (see foatnoi 
3), Ph ... 1II Hun, hold" all of the top positions in the Souta, PII.ny Secret&ry, 
Co~der of the PLAF,Qnd Chi~f Political Officer of the ·PLAF. It i_, h.voTer, 
likely that he shares t.hi .. auth.ori ty with other cormo.nd8 in the nIJrtll.erli hal! .f 
South Vi.,t-Nall. Tbis relatt"nship will be diacuBsed later. 

licuyen Vlln Cue ! .. r~P'>rteQ1y Hun,'s _in Fli.r'ty deputy, and Lt. Gen. 
Trall Van Tra is hiA PT.1.n , ire 1. l<J.lJ.t; ... ,.v C:,al"lt,y. -,Tra is PJl .. ltern ... te m",mber or 
tluI ~.ll.tral CoGlitt .. e &ond a Do;;uty Cnler of Staff of the North Vietnameee ArrII:f • 
.l1a o:u b?rn in 1918 in "\lIf.r~ Npi proYince in cf';ntrl;l.l Viet .. N .. ",. Fro .. 1945 until 
1954, when he 'l{Q.1I r;uouped to the Norta, TN rs a=tive in CClJ:lJru.ni_t ,JdUta17 
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operat10ns 1n the South Viet-Nam and held various co~ds in Interzone VI. 

He vaa transferred South 1n 1963 and has been at COSVN ever since, priDc1pa
~ 

as Cllilirman of the Military Affairs Committee. He is also the lJi. test "'l'ru 

NaIll Trun:;" 'lillo, the NLF clll1ms, is ChliirIlllm of the NLF Military Aftair. 

co=1ttee IIJ1d a Deputy Chairman of the NLF Prea1d1UJ1. There haTe beell at 

le&st t'110 and po_sibly more ''Tran Nam Truna:' S n. 

\ Tile ori(tinal ''Tran Naill Trun," vas believed to be Maj. Gen. Tran Luone • 

. \ ,a IlX!Ir.ber of the Central COll1:nittee and member of' the 0 l~ Interzone V Party 

.' COIlL-lltte~ until he ws re~ouped to
 the North 1n 1954. He'ws sent Soutll apill 

in 1961 and played a 1eadinS role in the re-establishment of COSVN. From 1962 

until 1963, .... hen Tran Van Tra &rrived, Luon, held the "'!'ran Nam 'I'run&:" positio. 

of Ch&irt:l9.n or the COSVN Military ~ffairs Committee and of the NLF Military 

Mf&irs Committee. Since Tra bec&me "Tran N&m '!'run,", Luona: reportedl.1 haa 

concentrated on financial and economic affairs at COSVN. 
" 

t 'On-the politica.l side, a. leading role at COSVN has been plAyed by N~yell 

! 
Van ran" better know by his alias Hai V&r>., a' teputy Party Secret~y, 

since 

1962, '\lhO baa had special responsibility for Party orll.nizatbn, :propapnda aa' 

, security affairs. Under the &lia8 Phau XuAa Tsai he haa &lso bee. a aeaber .r 

i'\ the NLF Presidium and Chairun of the NLF's Libera.tiol1 Federi-t1c11 ot Tra4/J . 

! 1 Ull.ionll. Lt. Col.. Le. Jruan Chuyen (see fostute 3) rated tall& (or Vu) eae '.t· 

. \\l the most powerful. members of COSVN. He ilas apparently been i-ct1"Te 1Jl tlle 

. I South dnce 1945 and never rep-ouped. 

( One of the few overt Party (as the PRP) members in the South hi-a been 

'1 Vo Toan, beet known by the &lias Vo Chi Con~. Toan (or Con~), was formerly 

a Deputy Party Secretary at COSVN .... here he specialized in proselytin, actiTit1es. 

, He ....as belie-red to be amon, those c&dres .... ho vere secretly elected to the Central 

I COl!-.rnittee in l.960 and ,,-ere chosen to help reactivata COS\'N. ±n 1961. (See 

~foQtuote 
4) As Vo Chi Con.:;, he has officially represented the PRP in the NLF 

Presidium. ot whic:h he has been a Vice Chairun.a. He _s reportedly Party 

Secretary of Military Re.:;ion (MR) V until Au~st 1966 wen he returned to the 

North for medic&l trel1t.ent. He _s last mentioned by NLF ne .... s media in NoY4l1ber 

1966. Ac:c:ordina: t8 <!Ine report he vas seen in Phu Yen proTince (SVN) in 1968 • 

. /' Maj. Gener,"l Tran Do, an alternate metnber of the Central COllllllittee, va. 

teputy Political Orticer at the PLAF at COSVN. -He 'Oi ] p •• ! ad', kiHei ell 

F<ebrull.l"J 11, i966-4\U'1n~b~e
.t...a.t.t.ru:~
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N:uyen Van le, has been a COSVN finance and economics speciaUat, but in 

1967 vas reported to be in ~oi for medical treatment. He bas been teaporarily 

replaced by N~. VILA Buona:, .. former Party Secretary of JoIR 3 (SVN), no "... 

..,....------ UNCLASSIFIlm 

a. In Septetnber 1968 "171Ul Nam 'l':-ul:r;' 'iia~ n.t.:ntioned by Radio Liberation as rep: 

aentin.; the PHP at a meeting cf the NLF Presidium. 
. , / .... 

b. 
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. reported in 1967 to be in charce of COSVN rear (lo~istical) serYices. He, 

along \lith Nguyen Van Cuc, Vo Chi Cong, and Le Van Kiet(or Nl{Uyen Van Kiet), 

~~s (according to one source) secretly elected to the Central Committee durinc 

the Third Party Congress in September 1960. (See footnote 4). These four lo'ere 

also chosen to help reactivate COSVN in 1961, Le Van Kiet later, according to 

fD roe reports, became Chief of the Special Zone or MIl 4 (Sa.1gon-01a Dinh) 

Party Committee. Tran Van Quang was another cadre ,.iho helped reactive COSVN. 

Re ~?s the UF Executive Officer before returning to the North sometime after 

1964 and later commanded MIl IV in the North. Accordlll& to some sources he a.lao 

held the "T:ran Na.1I Trun," position, but it is not clear wben, it at all • 

• 
Four North Vietnamese Axmy generals have recently been reported holdine 

'. \ 

other positions in or subordinate to COSVN. They are: Le 1);.c Anh, COSVN Chiet 

of Staff; I.e Tron: Tan, PLAF Execut'ive Officer; To K:;r, Commander of Military 

Re:ion (MIl) 1 (north and east of Sai,on)~ and Dong Van Cong, Commander of MR 3 

(the southern halt ot the Mekong Delta). ( Another NVA ee:leral, Maj. Gea.. H& . 

Xe Tap., an alternate member of the Central COmmittee, has been reported as 

beio: 'a member of the COSVN Military Mfa.!rs CpuD1ttee, but it 1., net c:ertaiA 

vhether or not he is still 111 the' South. 
" 

r.;... ~..:J r/l~....J· 

Militar 
Milit Reeion 

/' 
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\ The extent to which COSVN, controls the northern halt of South Viet-Nail, the 

\ former Trun,-Bo area nov MR Viand the Tri-Thien-Hue MR, is by no means clear, 

i but eYidence indicates tha.t this area enjoys a certain autonomy, and to some 

I extent - perhaps. to a lar£;e extent - comes directly under the North Vietnamese . 

Army Hi,h Command, pri:lcipally for geographic reaeons. COSVN probably exerc1ae. 

& certain de:ree of political control and certainly l!I!1intains close liaison 

\ 
\ 

vit~ the area'. political-military command structure to ensure UAi!ormity of 

policy and preOedurell. 

According to one authority: '~ecent documents have been captured directed 

. by COSVN to all o! the Recions of South Viet-Nam, and a recel1t directiYe frolll 

,Military Rer;ion 5 Headquarters wail ~eta.ced 'policy ••• 8.s,...El"escribed by the . 

Centr~l Political Staff DepeXtment Lor the NVA High Comman~ and R ~OSVN:T'; , 

att4ched to the docur.ent was a dis~em1nation copy of a COSVN directive on t~e 

lOam subject being sent to all subClrdinate units. Colonel rac s1lIlll\oO.rized the 

Milit~el:ion 5 position by statin, that._'it reports directly to Nortb-V1et-lia 

"- a.1ld ~int&1iii=re1x1;j,gncw
itnCOSVN. ,,,8 The present relationship'wciuld nov-'-­

seem, in liOn¥' ways, to be sim1lar to the pre-1961 Trunc:-Bo and Na.IIt-Bo Party 

Com:ntttee8 arrangement. Cgmple.1.e_c:.0,SVN control of all of South Viet-N •• prob&b: 

>,:Oyed te .n~_ infeasible in the face of the U.S. military bUlld-up. ' 

The caBe ot the Tri-Thien-Hue MR, which il cOllprised of South Viet-N •• ' • 

tvo northerumoat ProYinces, Qua:lC Tri and Thua Thien, ia so~vhat differeat. 

Yormrly a .,..rt of MR V, these't'JO proYinces lI'ere or,&l:I1zed aa·a separate 

"Tri-Thien-Hue" Military Re .. 10n in June 1966. There 1& :lOV eYidence ti>at 

th1s region ~8, in effect, joined to Military Re,ion IV wbich include. tbe 

IQutterll npanbapdle", ~ of N<?rtb. V1et-Nq. There .,..1 at aalt It.1.tor1cal 

... ;· ... ::.iN .. ~.: .. ".:'.~.:::;,~ ;:",'; ',:. ,'j ';.~~:,.f~_It.· . . .' 
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