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mic conditions have

Reports in the
West ¢ no
agest that ec? food situation is said

Improved very little in Vi .
to have deterioratlnle?i:nl::;l'm:m vinee 1976. hn:vedo vou explain it?

The situation our lf:ﬂr:el, -.nd if so. ngerguﬁe a complicated
d_eve}opment in the last five "Canr:\ Oh:h hliJ"'S vou didn't expect and |
d!dn‘[ €Xpect was the attack by Chj ne“lr‘e may have feared it. but we
gldn ! expect it would come so quinci‘l\. we did our best to delay it
thu; g:i;igzq;ntai |tni‘ght call il‘ the wilj of God: I'd call it the will of

This war 'st i \fe COU]d‘T‘ thelpit. it was closely
ke 2. arted by. the Chinese. greatly upset us. 1Y 1)

nked with the US-China collusion. I¢ n:p,,_,s,gl-ned the disintegration
ﬁf;:jh[i)\;(;rld frt?n[ afrter‘the War in Vic‘lnanj._ .Becausg of this upset we
many new things. but our capabilities are limmited.

How to rehabilitare g very backward ecOnomy. devastatefﬂ by
;  automatically improve. We hoped for tmprovement
in the not too distant future. In 1976 we put up targets for economic
development and improving the living conditions of the people. but
we couldn’t attain them, for several reasons. One was the outbreak of
new wars, as | have mentioned. That kind of war is no longer at our
threshold, but the threat s there. so we still have to maintain our
grrfned forces to defend our territorial integrity even better than

efore.

We also cannot fail to defend Laos and Kampuchea. The US and
Canada feel they have to set up military a'liances even in Europe—up
t Turkey!—so our zone of security is really very modest. Because
vou know, they always attack us from the flank. Now they are using
Thailand, through Kampuchea. 1o attack us. QOf course the
Kampucheans asked us 1o help them. But we also volunteered. in
or_de:r to defend both them and ourselves. The Chinese have four
millian troops. S0 we have to spend very heavily for military
expenditure and curtail our funds for reconstruction. This is one of
the reasons for our failure.

The second reason is that we did not completely realize the
voensequences of war, especially, the depth of the wound. and the
difficulties of 2 dependent economy. That is, an economy some of
whose essential needs have to be met from outside. Our industrial
establishment simply couldn’t meet our requirements. In the south
it’s even worse than in the north. We don't have fuel. ar very little.
We have no steel ver. Well.we have 2 few hundred tons of poor
quality steel: that's all  We have no textiles to speak of .

However, in the last five vears we have been able to build some
major industrial establishments. In fact. in these five vears we have
doubled the industrial constructions of the past. But we couldn’t do
all we planned; we had to wait for a thermal pewer station, Now jr's
nearly ready; it is in north Vietnam. 1t will provide 600,000 kilowatrs
o begin with, so including hvdro-elecrric power we shail soon have 2
million kilowatts. We shall start hvdro-clectric powerin 1983. Now we
are planning another hydro-electric slation in south Vietnam.
We are quire rich in hvdro power if we have the abilitv to harness ir,
In fact we shall have 30 million kw. if we harness everyvthing—we
can have a power station in every pm'\'iﬂ_CL‘- Our scientiéts think "0
million kw. can eventually be produced in the whole of tndechina,
inciuding coal. The Mekong Committes has made these caleulations.
We shall also have solar and wind power. .SOme small experiments
are going on already. but those will mesthy come jater. iy quite
prumising, but we cannot hurry.

Qur food production does keep increasmg ear by vear 1987 wos a

guod vear. The total production by the s1a% tnar private) ways mare
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subsidiary ¢,ops. Thal's apart from all the other crops and apart from
privite preduce.

Why is il not enough yet? Well, two reasons. One is that our
populélion i¢ increasing even faster. It has been 2.5 percent per
annum. though it went down to 2.3 percent last year. We have 47
million people in the countryside and more than 1i millien in the
cities and armed forces. The other problem is transport. The
countryside has a surpius. but it's concentrated in the Red River and
Mekong deltas. People in the villages, generally speaking, are well
fed, though they haven't much extra, The main problem is to channel
supplies to the cities and the army. Unfortunately,the main supply
has to be shifted from the Mekong delta to the north, and gas is a big
problem. Still. we are drilling offshore for oil in south Vietnam.

I thought you were drilling in the north—that this had begun in
19767

We had to stop it because of the Chinese infringementofl our
waters. But we are drilling inland—we have some 0i] near Hanoi .
..You'll soon be smelling Vietnamese petrol in Hanoi. We also have
natural gas; mavbe we can use that for cocking.

To continue about food. in the last few vears the natural calamities
have been disastrous. But you know about that—you know we had
the most terrible floods and droughts, in 1977 to 1980.

During the war years, especially against the USA, other countries
sent 20 percent of our food requirements. This excluded our
purchases of flour. During the war years, the whole of Vietnam
received a minimum of 3 million tons of food a year as aid to both
north and south. That, ofcourse, has stopped now. We are
closing the gap. but we still need to import about one million tons a
year. We shalt try to solve the foed problem in the next few years,and
1think we can. In 1981, for example, our production increased more
than tep percent . . . But in 1981 we did have bumper crops, partly
because we have reorganized agricultrual production; this is a real
advance. Now we can expand and perfect this new kind of
organization everywhere. If we succeed. we can increase our
production by about 20 percent in the next few vears.

However, uniess we are to stop at that, we shall have to
industrialiie_agficulture. We do have really good possibilities to
increase our agricultrual vield, but we need the green revolution
package. Yes, we have some, and we produce our own H‘_I’V's (E.d.
high yield varieties) successfully, but we need more pesticide. oil,
and fertilizer. The new varieties are not resistant fo disease. The
Japanese can produce 10 tons per hectare in one crop. We try for two
crops. and an average of 2.5 tons in each crop. In some places like
Thai Binh we try for 10 tons per year now, but it’s difficult. In some
Southeast Asian countries the vield is very high, but the cultivated
ares is small. and their distribution is not like ours. For example.
Thailand exports 25 miliion tons a year, but General Prem said just
recently that 10 million there are going hungry. Even in India and
Malaysia the problem is not solved. India produces about 130 million
tons for 690 million people. We are producing 15 million for 38
million people—at the moment. we have the edge. China has just
quoted a figure of 300 milliontons for more than a billion people. s0
their vield is not too high. And in the last few vears the Chinese have
taken 26 million hectares out of cultivation by building highwavs,
houses and factaries. And the backward farming methods eroded the
land under Mao. But the food problem is acute throughout Asta—

Vietnam is ne exceplion.

What about the land that was destroyed in the war?

Almast all of it has now been rehabilitated. But it cost us dearly;
10,000 pecple have been killed in the fields. removing mines, since
the war. About half a million hectares of formerly culuvated land
<1ill lie fallow because of the war. Also, deforestation has spoiled the
climate of nearbv cultivated areas in some places. especially 1n
central Vicinam. Some millions of hectares require reforestation.
1t's a lang effort, and the soilhas deteriorated. In some places Agent
Orange remains in the soil. and dioxine has penetrated the water and
the leaves. It will take time to disappear.

" enterprises.

There seems te be an increasing reliance on market trade, and | see
that land is being leased out privately to families in agricultural
cooperatives for part of the year. Are these developments linked?
Why are they occurring? Are they seen as temporary, to tide over a
crisis, or as long term?

One aspect of our policy is to let the free market develop in the
countryside, especially in handicrafts: The private economv in the
villages also includes fruit, stock, fish from small family ponds, and
vegetables.

The state must control the main sector. including electricity, steel,
mechanical engineering, and the major chemical industries. But
small production units are also necessary, and these the state can
well afford to leave to coops or individuals. It solves a problem of
organization, and the state can buy from them. What the state
doesn't buy, they are free 1o sell in the market. In this way the state
can concentrate on developing the major things and on realizing the
potentials.

However, there is another kind of free market, those who compete
with the state, and the smugglers and black marketeers. We cracked
down on them in 1978, and continue to do so where necessary., But
we do rely mote on the market than before, and find it works well. In
the past, the state purchased all the produce that was grown
coltectively from the peasants. Now. the state takes a quota and the
peasants are free to sell the rest where they like.

The situation is different in the south. There, a trade economy had
developed in the past, especially among the Hoa (ethnic Chinese).
Even now. we have half a million petty traders in the South, Whai
we mainly cracked down on there was the illegal trade, smugglers
who had a link with foreign countries, or illegally with state
It's a difficult problem because we have so many
borders. Gold. diamends, all kinds of stuff come in, and we can't
entirely control it, although we try.

The state need not control evervthing, but it must control the key
areas. In the north, we have the state, the cooperative, and the
private or family sectors. In the south. we also have joint enterprises
of the state with private firms. and some formal capitalists—small
industrial producers.  They wili continue for some time, as
complementary forces, but they will also try to compete with the
state with respect to raw materials, so we have to know how to control
them. In a nutshell. the siate is nat vet abte to fulfill ali society’s
needs, so we have tc make creative use of other organs.
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