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/[ Text_/ Under the light of the resolution of the 4th Party Congress, our
people are eagerly and enthusiastically carrylng out the three revolutions
in order to build the system of soclalist collective ownership, build the
system of large-scale soclalist production, build the mew culture and mold
the new socialist man. This is a process of comprehensive, continuous,
profound and thorough revolutionary change on the part »f all of soclety.

The family, the smallest organizational unit of soclety, absolutely must
underge this change along with soclety. There is a close relatlonship between
the famlly and scclety.

The family, the natural cell of soclety, is the form of existence of the

life of man, The family is a social product and develcps together with the
development of soclety. Soclo-economic conditions during a speclfic stage

of history determine the nature and structure of the family. "“The family
system 1s totally controlled by ownership relations.”(1) Conversely, the
famtly is a factor that has an important impact upon soclety. During each
age, the state of the ruling class has established laws, established ethical
and morel prineiples to serve as standards for each farily to follow in order
to protect the interests of its class and, at the same time, strengthen soclal
order. These laws, ethics and morals were implemented by the people and

gradually became the behavior of the family and the habits and customs of
soclety.

The nature, task and function of the family and the relatlonship among the
individual, the famlly and soclety under the different soclial systems are
not the same,

In a soclety in which there is private ownership and exploiting classes, the
family is a private economic unit and has the objectlve ol protecting the
right to own and inherit property. The family 1s establlished on the basls
of economie interests, class interests and the structure of the fanily is
determined by theae interests., It 1s the man of the family who has the right



5; yietnamese family was formed under the historic conditions of the Vletnamese
F oeople, & people who posaess a tradition of diligent labor, unity and love

" for one another, heroic struggle against forelgn aggression, respect for

ethical values and respect for feslings and obligations. Of course, having
1ived for severel thousand ysears under the feudal system and for nearly

100 years under the colonlal systea, the Vietnamese fanmily has been unable

to avold some of the characteristics of the feudal family with its "head of

the family" attitude, the unjust Principle of respect for the man but not the
woman and countless customs and habits which shackle the worker, reduce the
dignity of women and trample upon the legitimate interests of youths, teenagers

and children.

Following the successful August Revolution, the victory of the national
democratlc revolution and the soclalist revolution in northern Vietnam had

a profound impact upon the family, In particular, since the virtual
completion of socialist transformation, we have had the conditions for
establishing the new style family, the soclalist family. Socialist production
relations have beenestablished, the dictatorship of the proletariat has

been constantly strengthened and women have been liberated and particlpate in
every social activity: these are the conditions for establishing a new
system of marriage and the family. The marriage and family law pronulgated
1n 1960 was based on the principles: a free and progressive marriage, one
husband and one wife, equality between man and woman and the protection of
the rights of women and children, New style relatlons between husband and
wife, between parents and thelr children, namely the relations of equality,
mutual respect and love for one another, are forming. The material and
spiritual lives of families have constantly been improved.

When the country was partitioned and we were engaged 1n the long, savage

war, We were unable to research and guide the establishment of famllies in

a comprehenslive manner, unable to establish specific principles concerning
relationships within the family, principles based on the spirit of soctallst
ethics. The remnants of feudal thinking, the long-standing habits of small-
scale production and the influence of bourgeols culture are deeply lmprinted
in many of our concepts of ethlcs, happiness, life, the relationship between
persons, etc., Therefore, in addition to the new factors, unwholesome phenomena
atill exlst within many famlilies, phenomena which cause many pecrle to not
truly have peace of mind or enthusiasm, phenomena which adversely affect the
establishment of the new culture and the molding of the new sociallist man.

Now that the country 1s at peacs, independent, unified and bullding soclallsnm,
the question of building the new, beautiful family has become a pressing
requirenent of the revelutlon, a fervent aspiration of each person, & practical
demand of everyday life. The war of aggression of the imperialists had many
serious consequences upon the spiritual and material lives of our Vietnamese
families., The ancial 1lls left behind by neo-colonlalism have also had an
impact upon the effort to mold the new socialist man and establish the new
soclalist family, The major changes occurring in the economy, sclence and
technology, such as the reorganization of production, the zonlng of production
areas, the reorganization of pomulation centers, the constructlon of new
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economic areas, agricultural mechanizatlion, the redistrivution of the sociai
labor force and so forth, will raise many new problems concerning man ang
life, The material and spiritual lives, the personal and collective lives
of each perscon and the relationshlp among persons within the family and society
will raise new demands which the family must promptly meet, Under the conditions
of our society's change from the old to the new from top to bottom, how must

the family be developed so that it contributes along with society to insuring
that everyone, from adults +to children, thinks correctlv, possesses beautiful
feelings and good health, receives an education, can rest and relax, achleves
high productivity and has a civilized, happy life? This is also an inportant
fleld in the struggle between soclalism and capltalism. Consolidating and

strengthening the position of socilalism within the family will help accelerate
the three revolutions. '

In accordance with the line of the party, on the basis of the laws of the state
and the actual situation of our country and by applying the expertences that
have been galned, the responsible agencles must set forth correct guidelines
and take appropriate measures to guide and help families uphold thelr good
traditions, overcome their weaknesses and think, feel and live in a manner
conslistent with the new soclety,

On the basis of the organic relationship between the family and soclety and

the fact that the interests of the famlly and the interests of soclety are

the same, one conclusion which can be reached is that the bullding of the family
mist be closely linked to the bullding of the new soclety, to the three
revolutions being carried out at thils time,

The objectives and guidelines of building the family must be based on the
roquirements and actual conditions of soclety. The principle underlying
the establishment of the relationship between the family and soclety is that
the interests of the family must be subservient to the interests of soclety.
In the immedlate future, in the first stage of soclalist construction, in
which we face many difficulties, each farily must still endure hardships,
meke sacrifices and contribute as much as possible to advance our society
from a backward economy heavily damaged by war to soclialism. Without the
contribution and sacrifice of each person, each family we cannot have an
independent, autonomous, Prosperous economy in the future and, if the countzy
1s poor and dependent, the family cannot enjoy comfort and happlness,

Tre bullding of the new culture of a sociallst, national nature, the strugzle
to eliminate the ideological and culturel remnants of the old system and

tre molding of the new, soclalist man must be carried out in a continuous
coordinated manner from within soclety to within the fauily. Only by delvizg
desply into concepts concerning ethics, morals, love, marrlage and the raising
of children and the customs, habiis and style of 1ife within the family can
the building of the socialist ideology and culture be conplete and thorough.

On the other hand, only on the basis of the victory of the three revolutions
can the building of the new famlly be carried out under favorable conditions.
Therefore, the bullding of the famlly cannot be carried ~ut on ths basis of




" gubjective desires, rather, it must te carried out in a gradual, deternmined
panner on the momentum of development of the three revolutlons. This does
not mean that as the three revolutions are belng carried out 1n soclety the
family will automatically change. ithin the family as well as 1n soclety,
the old does not disappear nor the new appear on their own., Moreover, the
family is part of the personal life of the indiwvidual, consequently, the
old is very deeply rcoted and time 13 needed for the new to become firmly
rooted. Therefore, the replacement of the old with the new within the family
mist be done in an even more determined and continuous manner in order to
achieve the desired results,.

Whereas the family must be subservient to the interests of soclety, soclety,

on the other hand, must care for the life of the family. Le Duan sald: "The
party, state and mass organigations must care for the life of each family, care
for it in every respect, that is, in terms of the food, housing, education

and the rearing of children of each family. When resolving problems pertaining
to the lives of the people, we must glve our attention to the family unit and
its varied needs, must try to serve the life of the family as well and
conveniently as possible. What must we do for the family, what are the needs
of family 1ife? These are the questlons which we absolutely must ask ourselves
when thinking about problems pertaining to the economy, production and everyday
life; these are guestions to be answered by the cooperatlive, the district

and provincial levels and the state plan, in general."(6) Therefore, in
conjunction with encouraging families to fulflll their obligations to soclety,
1t 1s neceasary to glve appropriate attentlon to such practical matters as
improving the organization of the distributlon of graln and food products so
that 1t 1s both convenient and efficlent, lmproving public health, sanitatlion
and public service projects and expanding and improving collective wellfare
rrojects as well as the various forms of carling for and teaching teenagers

and children. Facts at many places have shown: by knowing how to organize

and tap the inexhaustible capabilities of the masses and with the assistance
of the state agencies, especlally the government on tha baslc level, we can

resolve the problems mentioned above well within the liml%s imposed by present
conditions.

Together with establishing a good relationship between the famlly and socliety,
we must fully concern ourselves with establishing beautiful relations among
the persons within the family so that they enjoy a truly civilized and happy
life. These beautiful relations do not develop naturally, rather, they can
orly be the result of a process of struggling to transform long held thoughts,
feelings and habits which have become outmoded and struggling to establish
new, beautiful thoughts, feelings and relations sulted to the new systea,

The relatlons among the persons within the family are not purely a private
matter, rather, they are also of profournd soclal significance. The relations
btetween husband and wife, between parents and children and between brothers
and sisters are blood relations as well as relations between persons within
the socialist system. It 1s clear that we cannot contlnue to practlice ihe
hablits of the old society but that we must build new relations, ones which
thoroughly implement the thinking "cne for all, all for one” and express the



spirit of equality, democrecy and love, respect and help for one ancther.
This 1s a demand of soclety; at the same time, 1t 1s in the interests and
for the sake of the happiness of everyone, Only on the tasis of equallty
and mutual respect can there be true love for one another and happiness.

This 1s one of the special charecteristlcs of the new soclallst man. "The

new man is a person who knows how to bulld a happy family on the basis of a

happy society, a person who possesses a full sense of responsibllity and a
genuine spirit of love in husband-wife relations, a person who possesses a

high sense of responsibility to molding hls or her children to be new persons.”(7;

The relations within the family do not pertaln solely to the individual. They
also have an impact upon the material and spiritual life of soclety, upon
social order and security. Therefore, these relations are not simply a matter
of ethics and feelings, they are also of a legal nature. Our state has
promulgated and 1s now etudying anmendments to the marrlage and family law

and w11l research the establishment of other laws related to this matter (such
as a law on the protection of teenagers and children and so forth) in order

to define the legal responsibllity of the persons within the family and
express the state’s recognition and protectlon of marriage and the family in
keeping with the spirit of the soclallst constltutlon.

For a long time, many young men and women, when embarking on thelr lives as
wives and husbands, mothers and fathers, have not been trained in the viewpolnts
and knowledge needed to perform these important functlons well. Is this not
one of the causes of the family tragedies which should not occur ln our
beautiful soclal system?

Thers are two main relationsnips within the family: the relatlonship between
wi<e and husband and the relationship between parents and thelr children.

The relationship between wife ard hustand is based on lcve between a man and
woman and on a sense of responsibllity to each other, to thelr children and

to soclety, This relationship has a very large impact upon the health, life,
private thoughts and feelings of everyone and even influences the future of

- each parson, Without recognizing the great revolutionary changes in soclety,
without having a revolutionary concept of life end happlness, 1% is not

easy to free oneself from feudal, bourgeols and petty bourgeols viewpoints 1n
this very complicated and delicate matter. We must lnsure that everyone {men
as well as women, youths and perents whose chlldren are now adults) possesses
the correct concept of love and marriage. We must abolish such remnants of
feudalism as early marriages, forcing a woman to marry against her will,
demanding gifts from the future bridegroom, marriage ceremonies and so ferth;
we must also reduce the incldence of such unwholesome phencmena as illegitimate
love, husbands and wives separating from each other, etc. Legal agencies and
public opinion must harshly denounce such barbarous actlons as paltreating
and beating wives and children, We must guide and help ycung men and wWomen
correctly implement the principle of free and progressive marrlages based on
the spirit of genulne love. After they have married, husbands and wives must
build families in a spirlt of responsibiliiy to one another, to thelr children




and to soclety, The husband and wife must respect each other, help each
other make progress and discuss and perform the work of the family together.
They must compromise wlth each other, respect and patlently persuade each
other and resolve thelr conflicts beglonning with the very first day of their
marrlage., Deserving of attention is the fact that conflicts in love, marriage
and the family, if not resolved at an early date and if allowed to becone

too deep, can lead to blind actions which have very sericus consequences.

The happiness of the famlly is the responsibility of the wife and the husband.
It 1s even more necessary for the woman to see thls as her right and respon-
sibility. Endeavoring to achieve a worthy position in soclety and live an
independent life through her own labor without relylng upon her husbangd,
makling every effort to iaprove herself in every respect, knowing how to
conduct herself and treat others and respecting herself, this is the basls
for selecting a worthy mate and achleving a happy family life, The wWoman
mist, under all circumstances, display self-rellance, take the initlative
in building her life, rely upon the law and the collective to protect the
legltimate interests of herself and her children and avoid being econtent
with her lot and negative.

In every soclal system, the family has the function of bearing children in
order to maintaln and develop the race. Childbirth 1s not something that
pertains only to the husband and wife, it is also directly related to the
matter of balancing the population and the economy, balanclng production
and consumption. Our country's present annual rate of population growth
is approximately 3 percent, which makes it one of the highest in the world!

In view of the fact that our economy 1s still underdeveloped, this high
birthrate creates additional difficulties for families and scclety, Therefore,
in order for soclety to develop in a balanced marnner, in order for the future
of the race to be wholesome and in order to insure the health and progress

of mothers and children and protect family happiness, chlldbirth cannot be
unplanned as it was under the old system, rather, it must be a self-

consclous, delicate matter based on dlscussion and agreement betiween the

wife and her husband and reflecting the concern and respect they have for

each other. This 1s the civilized, scientific way of life, it reflects one

aspect of persons who are the masters of society, the masters of nature, the
masters of themselves,

Bearing, raising and teaching children who meet the requirements of society
are the noble function of the mother, the source of happiness and joy of the
family. The new soclaliat man is the product of social relations, the

result of the three revolutlons; this man, however, is still born and ralsed
within the family. Consclously or unccnsclously, the famlly is still the
first school of children, parents are stlll the filrst teachers of their
children, The family is the place where children spend the majority of thelr
lives from birth to adolescence, the perilod of time when the basic elements
of each feeling and attitude are formed. Each influence of the family leaves
deep impressions upon children which they carry for the rest of their lives.
Although the education provided by soclety plays the dominant role, 1t cannot
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replace the educatlon provided by the family, particularly the teaching of
feelings and ethics, an area 1n which the family exerts profound influence.
The resolutlon of the 4th National Congress of Delegates of the Party pointed
outr "We must mold the new men from the time he is borm, mold him in each
period of his life, in all mass organizations, economi~ and cultural
installatlons and social activitles, in each sector, on each echelon, in

each ward, hamlet and family,” The famlly must work with the school and
soclety to train the generation of Vietnamese soclalists.

As a very lmportant educational environment, the family must have the same
educational goals, subjects and methods as the school and society. Only in
this way can the educatlonal reform program set forth by the 4th National
Congress of the Party be thoroughly implemented,

The fallure to coordinate the various educational environments has a harmful
effect upon the understanding and confidence of the young. At present, the
bullding of the country demands a large number of youths to participate in
productive labor in agriculture, forestry, industry, construction, communications-
transportation, and so forth. In the future, on the momentum of development
of the sclentiflic-technological revolution, the majorlty of workers will
acquire a college educatlon through on-the-job training. However, because
they do not clearly understand these requirements and this trend of developrment
of soclety, many familles think that the only way youths can make progress 1s
by attending college., This misconception has caused a number of youths, when
asslgned to work at a workslte, cooperative, or enterprise, to lack the
enthusiasm youths should have or possess a very dangerous psychology of
disappointment just as they embark on life.

The educatlon provided by the famlly encompasses many areas; however, the
most Important and difficult is the molding of children who possess a
beautiful soul, beautiful feelings and ethics. Many parents only give their
attentlon to the feeding of thelr children, tc thelr children's academic
oducatlion but are not appropriately concerned with this matter. The souls
and ethics of children are not molded by means of long-winded dissertations
on theory or by means of the whip, rather, they must be molded by means of
the life of. labor, the brave struggle, by means of the bright examples set

by parents., At the same time, we must understand the characteristlics of

the paychological and rhyslologlcal development of children, teenagers and
youths in the new age, understand the characterlstics of each child and
cenduct a very detalled and thorough process of education. If we sinrly
malntain that "everything will turn out all right,” rely upon the "many
things taught by teachers” at the school or blame everything on circumstarces
beyond our control by saylng that "parents bring the child into the world but
1t 1s the world that molds his character” and do not glve attention to this
matter at the very outset, by the time a bad child becomes aware of what he is,
it will be too late, Ralsing a child is a science, an art which we must leamn
and apply throughout our lives as parents, Even when children are on thelr
oWn and have started a famlly, parents must continue to provide them with
g:ldance in several areas of their lives,
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As the relationships within the family differ so, too, do the relatlonshlps
between children and parents differ under the soclalist system.

The soclalist spirit of “one for all and all for one" does not permit us to
be indifferent toward anyone, especially our parents, the persons who brought
us into the World and reised us from childhood. The sociallst lives a life
of integrity and loyalty. If a person does not respect his father and love
his mother how can he love the working people, how can he value his friends
and the collective? The attitude toward one's parents must not only reflect
gratitude to the persons who brought you into the world and raised you, but
mist also express the gratitude of one generation to the preceding generation
that worked hard and waged a difficult struggle to help build and defend

the fatherland. When our parents become old and ill, we must, in addition

to our natural obligation of caring for them, also show concerm and respect
for them so that they are happy and secure in thelr older years.

Within the family, in addition to the primary relatlonships mentloned above,
there are many other relatlonships, such as between brothers and sisters,
betwean sister-in-law and mother, between wife and sister-in-law, between
children of the present marriage and children of former marriages, between
grandparents and grandchildren, ete. It can be sald that the famlly 1s a
small society. The famlly consists of persons of many different generations,
consequently, they differ in terms of their concepts, abilities, feelings,
preferences, ways of life, etc. If, in the life they share, lnstead of bullding
the spirlt of collective owmership and the spirit of loving, respectlng and
compromising with one another, each person in the family Js concerned only
with himself, it will be impossible to avold confllcts and the life of the
family will be nothing more than a process of putting up with one another,
which w11l adversely affect the spirit of work and productive labor of each
member of the family. Conversely, if each person realizes his responsibllity,
1f the members of the family love, compromise with and help one another, the
family will be a happy collective which is able to motivate everyone to
overcome each difficulty and fulfill his task to soclety and provides each
menber With a harmonious, rich collective as well as persomal life,

The relationships among each person within the fanily must be expressed,
strengthened and consolidated by means of the organizatlon of family life,
The organization of family life not only has an impact upon the dalily life
and happlness of each person, but also influences the repleonishing of the
energles expended each day in work, the consumption of soclety and the
creation of the habits and style of the new soclalist man,

The organization of family life encompasses numerous complex, detalled

matters which vary very widely depending upon the preferences and circumstances
of each family, upon the conditions of each region and the country. However,
1t 1s still necessary to establish several general guidellnes., At present,

1t is clear that superstitions and backward customs and hablts in weddings,
funersl ceremonies, death anniversarles, Tet celebrations and so forth must

be removed from the life of the family. The need to establish a sclentific
and sanitary way of life in our food, clothlng, housing. health care, the
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btearing and raising of children and so forth is a pressing need. Those
families which have the necessary conditions should make every effort to
raise chickens, hogs, vegetables and fruit, store earthenware vessels of
pickled melons and eggrlant and have jars of soybean sauce and fish sauce
in order to make their contribution to reducing the difficulties encountered
by socliety ln supplylng these products. At the same time, depending upon
actual circumstances, an effort should be made to increase the cultural
activities within the family (in the form of books, newspapers, the radio,
recreation, entertainment, and so forth) in order to make life richer and
happier. On the basis of the developrent of the economy and by making full
use of the material, spiritual and cultural services provided by society,
each famlly must make an effort to organize its life in the best possible
wmanner permitted by clrcumstances. If We utilize the capabilities of each
member of the family, establish an efficient divislon of labor and budget

expendltures we can, although we still face many difficulties, make life more
confortable,

On the basls of the viewpoints and understanding presented above and the
experiences galned 1n the varlous campaigns conducted in the localitiles to
build families of the new culture, we can establish the following standards
of a family of the new culture:

First, building familles who exerclse collective ownership and live amidst
equality, harmony, happiness and progress:

--The husband and wifs nust love and respect each other, discuss and look
after the affairs of the family and practice planned parenthood; parents must
relse healthy, obedient children who follow the five teachings of Uncle Hoj
children must respect, love, care for and help their parents.

--The life of the family must be well organized; there aust be an efficient

division of labor; expendlitures must be planned; the family must live in a neat,
clean fashion and the health of its nezbers must be maintained.

--Zveryone must help one another make progress through study and trairing and
not engaze in superstitious practices. o

Secondly, enthuslastically participating in labor and practicing econonmy.

--tvery individual must comply with the labor regulations governing his duties
and enthusiastically try to make progress in his laboer, work and studies.

--Zconozy must be practiced in production and everyday life, in wedding
ceremonies, funeral services, death anniversary services and Tet celebrations.

Thirdly, there must be full compliance with each position and poliey of the
rarty and state,

--1t 1s necessary to enthusiastically contribute manpower and wealth to the
construction and defense of the country.




It 1s necessary to set good examples in complylng wlth each law on the
protection of soclalist property, the management of the econcny and the
management of the market,

--Tt 18 necessary to set good examples in complying with each regulatlon and
rule on the new style of life.

In view of its revolutionary signiflcance and comprehensive nature, the
bullding of families of the new culture is the responsibility of all the
people, of all of soclety and must be closely linked to the other campalgns.
This is a process of replacing the old with the new 1n the thinking, feelings
and hablts of tens of millions of persons; therefore, the measure of foremost
importance in this effort is to do a good job of teaching and improving the
understanding, thinking and feelings of the people., Numerous thorough and
regular measures must be taken which touch upon each person. If we only
conduct a fast, impetuous campaign, the results will be temporary and the old
ways will quickly return. Therefore, the building of ramilles of the new
culture can only become a mass movement if we have the rerponse and coordination
of the varlous sectors, especlally the propaganda-training, cultural and
educatlonal sectors. -

In conjunction with remolding thinking and deepening the knowledge of bullding
a family, organizing one’'s 1ife and raising children, full attentlon must be
glven to gulding the effort to build families of the new culture, creating the
pinimum material conditions needed, establishing specifilc laws, regulatlons,
policles, rules and codes, etc., These measures are indispensable if we ars

to achleve specific returns from the campaign. Of coursse, ¥e will accelerate
these activitles primarily by developing the potential among the people in
conjunction with the very important assistance provided by responsible agencles.

The campalgn to build familles of the new culture in a manner closely linked
to building the new style of life of society is a long campalgn whlch will
develop from a low level to a high level, from pilot projects to general
practice, from one aspect to many, develop in breadth and then gradually
develop in depth and culminate in the establishment of the beautlful custeons
and hablts of the new soclety. We must conduct regearch as this campaien
Progresses and, after each period of time, conduct & prelialnary and final
review and galn experience in order to adopt appropriate themes and measures.

In view of its very broad nature, the building of families of the new culture
1s not the speclal work of any one sector, All governmental agencles and

mass organizatlons are responsible for performing this work under ine leadership
of the party commlittee echelon. The government of each locality Will, depending
upon the actual situation, establish central jobs to be performed during each
period of time, establish coordinatior among the varlous sectors and mobilize
the sectors to pool thelr forces in order to perform pressing Jobs. Each
sector must take the initlative, fulfill its function, cocrdinate With other
sectors and research and discuss ways to carry out each job. 0Omly through

an effort made in many areas by the entire party and all the people ~ver a long
pariod of time can we synchronize the effort to bulld tamilies with the stages
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of development of soclety in the process of carrying out the three
revolutions, thereby creating strong, stable conditions for the three
revolutions to support one another's development.
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