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ON THE PRANK PROSCHAN PROPOSBD ARTICLE ENTITLED
"JANE HAMILTON--MERRITT: An Bvaluation of Her Scholarly Wo

Frank Proschan, who is closely associated with the Laoc People's
Democratic Republic, LPDR, and its Amerlican lobbyists, lncludling
Roger Rumpf and Jacqui Chagnon, formerly of the American Frlends
Service Committee, and now with the Asla Resource Center, based in
Washington, D.C., is apparently part of the LPDR's attampt to rewrlte
lts dark hlatery aince coming to power in Laos in 1875 in order to
galn from the U.9. Most Favored Nation tradlng status and all the
accompanying potential benefits which are critlcal te alleviating the

dire economic condltlens in the LPDR.

A U.S. Non-governmental Organization, NGO, Forum on Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos was held In the Washington, D.C, area from June
2-4, 19%4. Hlem Phommachanh, LPDR Ambassader to the U.S., ln hlis
remarks, wrote: "We hope in the near future, Preslident Clinton wlll
choose boldly to grant Most Favored Natlon tradlng status to Laos, as
he has don€ for some of our neighbors.®

Also in attendance at this conference were Rumpf, Chagnon, and
Proschan. Rumpf introduced a petition asking Congress to grant Most
Favored Natlon trading status to the LPDR and urged conference
partlclpants to sign the petltion.

Congress would, in fact, have a difficult time In granting MFN to the
LPDR because of its long and consistent record of gross vioclatlons of
human and civil rlghts. This is a regime that is described by the
State Department’'s most current Country Report on Human Rights as a
Communlst ene-party state In which freedom ¢f speech, assembly, and
religion are restricted and where police monitor Lao soclety and
forelgners, denies the right of privacy or the right of clitlzens to
change their government, where arrests are made on unsupported
charges; accusers' ldentitlea are wlthheld, and lnternal travel l=
controlled by the government. Prlsoners--many polltical priscners--
laboxr for hoth state and private enterprises, suggesting a multi-
party system brings long Iimprisonment, and human rlghts groups are
not allowaed,

This is a regime that when {t came to power in 1975 launched a
campalgn to eliminate or silence those who had not sided with it. On
the 1ist were senlor military, pollce, and clvilians of the Royal Lao
government, minocritlies allied with the U.5. during the Vietnam War,
and the royal family. The extermination of the beloved Lac King and
Queen in a "seminar" camp is well-hidden by Vientliane's diplomats.

This 1= also the regime that violated International weapons
conventlons by using chemical and bloleglcal toxins agalnst lts
political adversarles--particularly the Hmong ethnic minority--
throughout its almost 20 year control of Laos.

with this record, it is doubtful that Congress would want to grant
MFN trading status to Laos.



community, the LPDR seems intent upon expunging ita history of human
rights abuses, rape, torture, concentration campg, mistreatment of
its minorities, and the on-geing violatlions of international weapons

conventions.

"Academic freedom," according to the State Department's current human
rights report on Laos, "remains tightly controlleq. Laos
academiclans are sometimes denied permlesion to travel abroad for
conferences or tralning. The Government also restricts and monltors
the activities of Western scholars doling resarch in Laos." As a

result, Independgnt ressarch 4D {408 by Westerners is impossible.

Jane Hamilton-Merritt's TRAGIC MOUNTAINS: THB HMONG, THE AMERICANS,
AND THE SECRET WARS FOR LAOS 1942-1992 (Indiana University Press,
1893)-~14 years in the research and writing--describes In great
detail the activities ang policies of the LPDR from the time it toock
over the government of Laos by force in 1975 to the presesnt.

Tt 1s obvious that Tragic Mountalns and its author stand squarely In
the way of the LPDR's attempt to rewrite its history and thus stand a
chance of gaining U.8. MPN status., The LPDR, through agents angd
apologists, needs to discredit revelatlons of this dark ang
tepressive regime. Thus, the need to dlscredit Traglc Mountalns and

its author.

To the forefront of this LPDR campaign of disinformation comes Frank
Proschan, an academic-type In Semiotics. His efforts in the fall of
1992 to stop the publication of Tragic Mountains falled, the book was
published, broadly and favorably reviewed, and is now in its third
printing. Hls current effort against Tragic Mountains la his
propogzed article "Jane Hamilton-Merritt: An Evaluation of Her
Schelarly Work" which is attached and which was recently distribyted

to key staffers on capitol Hill.

Using academics as unreglstered lobbylsts is a well-known technlque
of propaganda and disinformation employed by foreign governments.



