
In skimminq rapidly over Pro.chan'. piece with its 
Innumer~le qui~ble. my attention waa suddenly caught by his 
discussion of the Pathet Lao radio hrOa~caBt of May 6, 1975 on 
his pages 6 and 7. Ha pute forward an interpretation of the 
a.aninq o~ that broadca.t which had never oocurred to me. It 
baars olos. examination. 

He ~aint.in. that the threat contained in the broadcast is 
direoted against the "Vientiane ultrarightist reaotionary 
clique," not &\ila1llllllt the Hmong .paoial forc.s. Wh.n I reaa the 
tull text of the broadoaat in the FSIB file. a couple of years 
aqo, thare was not tha sliwhtaet doubt in my mind that the threat 
was directed aiainat tha Hmonq apecial torces. And even from the 
excerpts oitad by Prosch&n on page 5 I think any read&r of 
Enqlish would conclude that thia was eo. I don't have the full 
taxt with me now, but conaider the following: 

--The phrase ·W. can wipe them out any time" clearly refers 
to the Hmonq special torce.. Whether this is a threat or not is, 
I suppose, debatable. If I were a Haong, I would certainly take 
it as a threat, or at leaat a not very reassuring auqury of what 
my future hold.: 

--This .ame ;roup of people are o~viously the objeot of the 
·very epaeific· threat (proschan's words) contained in the 
.utlilequant .tatament that "the Patriotic Armed Foree. must 
exercise our ri9ht of .elf-detans. and duly punish or wipe them 
out." This i. ao ~ecau •• Si_oUk Na Champa •• ak, the Sananikones, 
and other prominent lowland LaO otficials by May 197! hardly 
conli\tituted a threat again.t which the "patriotic Armad Foroe." 
had to be mobilized; th •• e individuals had been ~aneuvered into a 
pOSition where they no longer had any effective command over 
anything, and in short order could be expected to tl •• acroll. the 
Muonq, wbich .eet ot thelll did. The bong special forces, on the 
othar hand, ware .~thlnq entirely difterent. A con.tituted, 
battle-hardened ·military force ~der resouroeful and capable 
leader.hip, operating in ,a trian41y environment with popular 
support, the Hmonq spacial terce. did constitute a continuinq 
threat to Patbat Lao control. IndHd, the title of the 
broadcaat, ·The U ••• -Van9 pao Special Forces Must Be Completely 
Claaned Up,. cannot be interpreted a. meaninq the ·Vientiane 
ultrariqhtiat r.actionary ~lique/· for if that clique was the 
intended tarqat of the broadcast, tha title wo~ld have sai~ BO. 

--Tha Haon; .. y not bave been aentioned .s such in the 
broadcast (for cbvious political ra.sena of the Pathet Lao), but 
the name of Van9 Pao, their leader, in the title of the broadcast 
lIIake. it clear that the threat i8 to the Hmonq and tha ~onq 
only. 

--The .oat conVincing evidence of the existence of a thra.t 
aqainat the Haonq lies in your interviews of Hmon; whO actually 
h.ar~ this broadoast and took it to mean they were threatened, 
personally and .a a ;roup. (proachan cannot deny that tho 
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broadc •• t occurred.) 

Se in conclusion, I would aay that en the b •• i. ot both the 
~ocument.ry evidence and the interview evidence Proac~n'a 
interpretation ot the mean!n; of the broadclst is not only novel 
~ut alao mistaken. the r.st of hia argumentation i. very likely 
.qually tallaolou •• 

Plea.e not. al.o that he is wron; when h. ..ya en page 2 
that your book was not reviewed in any .cholarly journal: the 
raview ~y Alfred McCoy in The :curD,l of Alian Studi.,. 

I think it la important to bear in mind, when dee lin; with 
an individual who make •• 0 muoh out ot .vidence and the treatment 
of it in hi.torical writin;, that we ara dealin; ber. with • 
raqlme that i. ao s.cretive about ita actions, not to mention it. 
poliot •• , that it ha. naver publi.hed • word about how it eam. to 
powar or how it treated it. defeated enemies attar victory ( •• 9. 
the a.minar campa, the treatment of the kinq)i has never 
indicated the possibility of any amne.ty tor those who opposed 
itl h~. never .pelled out the procedura. tor reinte9ratin9 thea. 
or it. citi~en. Who fled abroad (in contra at to the foraiqn 
officials who find thaDaelve. today oaugnt up in this prece •• and 
who therefore must find .0 .. explanation tor it, leqal, rational, 
or otherwise)/ and continues to shield it. ruling party behind 
the mantle ot la;ality ot What we in the West usually rater to as 
90vernano.. . The only hi.torical account. to have .. er9aa from 
this reqi~. in almost 20 years are tale. at military exploits by 
the valiant Patriotic Foroe. 8qainat the imperiali.ts and their 
valeta. The only rationalization by a top party leader ot the 
party's asc.ndancy is • jarqon-filled little book by Kayaona 
published 1n Moscow in 1980 in Whioh the only sura thinqs that I 
could fina va. that the party justified the usa of violenoe 
aqainat its opponents and the party wa. always rlqht. In theae 
circumstanoe., di.quisitions by Amerioan acadeaica On the 
treatment of historical evidence reqardinq the LPDR have, to .ay 
th_ least, an Alioa in Wonderland character to thBIII. The 4anqer 
Is that this open. the way to tbe re·writin9 of hi.tory by tho •• 
who have an inter. at in dOing so, to the 4etriment of tho.e ot 
future qanerationa Who will bava no YAY of knovinq batter. 

Thank you agoain for the copi •• of doouments from the 
American Jaba •• y. 




