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June 22, 1994

The Honorable Ben Gilman, Vice Chairman
Foreign Affairs Committes

U.S. Congress

Washington, D.C, 20515

Dear Congressman Gilman:
Recently, I received a of the draft document allegedly writien %Mr Frank Proschan

that is being arculated o k2y Members of ress about Dr, Jane Hamilton-Merritt in an
apparent atternpt w0 discredit her and her book '

The draft document—aside from aozing academic arrogance in quite a number uf places—
leaves out major pieces of information ncluding the endorsement of her book by former
CIA director Bill Colby and its widespread endorsement by combat veterans in the Hmong.
Air America and Ravens commurity,

Sadly, the real victim of this apparent character attack by Mr. Pryschan will probably be the
Hmong refugees &t Ban Napho camp and Wat Tham Krabok in Thailand. As you may
know, despite your important efforts at the April 26th hearing of the Fore"?n 3
Committee, Subcommittee on Asia, regarding Indochinese refugoes, the U.S. Department
of State and the Royal Thai government have not erd to allow any of the thousands of
ng the Vue clan—io ieave the camp for
resettlement in third countries. They will, therefore, it seems, be all sent back to Laos even
though many were closely associated with the UTA secret war in Laos and the curren:

Emong resistance,

Like Rwanda and its tribal/ethnic divisions, the current implementation of the Lueng
Prabang Tripartite policy may be a recipe for disaster and genocide.

Dr. Jane Hamilton-Merritt and some of her book may bce;;:gnlih'ca.ﬂy incorrect”® to some in
the mainstram Indochina policy establishment entrenched 1 acaderme, the State

ment and the NGO community. Attacks against her character and her work detract
from tha real issue at hand—the lives and long term security of the Hmong refugees in Ban
Napho camp and at Wat Tham Krahok as well as the policy implamenmtion failure of the
T.vang Prabang Tripartite Agreement  Time is running out for these Hmong refugees—
and the assurances that proper monitoring has been done by the authorities in Laos does not
seem 10 be completely true,

Elements of the Thai military recentfy foreibly triated 25,000 Cambodian refugees. By
the looks of the current Hmong refugee crisis, 2 similar gtuation may face the Hmong at
Wat Tham Krabok—who some say are closely associaied with the Hmong résistance (and,
therefore, it would seem, at greater risk of retribution if they are returned to Laos).



individuals intimately associnted—or ecoaomicelly associsted—with the present Lao
e, mmthhynmmmmmuuﬂwmmmmwmm
(mvpn)m vecerana and resistance fighters—like the ories you met
the Vietiam war——ys resistance lerrorists,” | -
Your continued efforts—and thoss of Dy, Jane Hamilton-Merritt's—are crucial in order to
mcmnycsofthm'lmmﬁmmmmm‘mdﬂndrmnmaﬂmmfmdumuch
rmu»mmsmmmgmvmm»wmmmm.

Mmhmd&m—mﬂhu&dﬂeﬂwof)‘ma jona! staffer Paut
Berkowitz—on behalf of the Hmaong people at Ban Napho and Wat Tham Krabok,

Sincerely,

oc: Members of Congress




