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,/Our wartime allies, the R1norig"~ 
~re forcibly being repatriated 
~,~ JANE. HAMILTON-MERRITT 

W
hen heroes of World War U 

. recently descended upon 
, ' the beaches of Normandy 
bearing stories of honor, v310r and 
commitment, America was toucheu 
by their .actifi= to liberate Eu~ol'" 
fro!ll tyranny. 
'"Rut other soldiers who served 

Americ.'s interests voliantly ill • 

!nore recent war have been treated 
with indifference, and many ~ill 
noW be exposed to peril "'hous.nds 
of Hmong, a mbal people from lAos 
who were the staunchest 
of U.S, allies during the 

Vietn.am War. LionE!l ROSenblatt of 
RefUgees International confirmed 
Ihe positlon or the Loa Humon Rights 
Council th.t lew llmong refugees in 
Tliail.nd wish to resettle to 1.005 at 
this lillOe. 

Hut Phyllis Oakley, the State Dc· 

partment's Bureau of Refugee Pro­
grams' acting director, adomantly re­
ite.rated the bureau's poO!:.ition thJt 
there is "no credible evidence" of 
rorcea repatriation of Hmong to '.30S 

or of ab'.lSeS against I!mong return· 
eC's. 

Initially, the su'!x:om1!'ittec staff re­
fused to accept Hmong aflldavits of 

which Native Americans Wer~ 

driven_ 
Americolns should remember thei:­

histor.' with Native Amlr?ricans. In 
lIlAnY 'ways, tbo Hroong are as differ, 

ent frot!: the lowland lAo as !';ative 
Americans were frO:l: the White maT!. 
We should recall th"t for years Wf; 
treilted Native Amer:cans as second· 
class citizens and cared linle about 
their extermin:nion, as We settled 
them in places where they did nOi 

wanl \0 live. The Loc are doing the 
same ¥rith the Hmong ~d the UnitC'd 
States should not too party to It. 

Vietnam War, wlll be 
forced. from refugee camps 
U1 Thailand and rel"'triat· 
OIl to Loos under a U.K· 
sponsored. agreeme:1 t 
signed last week. While the 
United States was not a di· 
rcct. sign.tory. it supports 
the repatriation program 
and partially finances it. 

America bas take!l this 
C01lrse in the clear knOwl-
edge that the Hmong wHl 

They rescued our air crews 
and fouglu our battles 

during [he Vietnam War. 
Now, when they need us, 

we are sending them 
back lO the communists 

in Laos. 

I testified th3t re-turning such Y'J.l­
nerable ethnic refugees -
atd formf'f US. allies - to 
the dark and repressive re, 
girne in lAos that has pub· 
:lC':y voweG "to W1?e thel7l 
out" was bad policy. I 
poLr:.ted our- :h£lt Laos doe~ 
not allow monitoring of r~, 
tU!'!lees by unannOUI!C"eG 
vis~ts b: c:-edible indl2' 
~nd~nt it.'I-'estigators, :ter 
docs i: -p€:rt:I:it the use of 
nonbiaseG. interpreters. 

Such a pol:cy is ~n viola· 
tion of priaciples sacr£'d tc 
mos"t Ar.leric.aI:s. Yet, r.;.5 
tZI..."Ii: dollars - son;,e S2 n::.i1 'be returning to a repres-

sive and authoritarian 
communist rute they have long b<lt­
tied - a state with a record of 
human rights abuses. Yet the Amer· 
ican goyernment maintains return· 
tng Hmon& will he safe. 

Tn doing SOt Americ.:l!l. policy mat­
ersignore<! the testimony of lorge 
numbers of Hmong from across the 
United States - 150.000 now Ihe 
liere - 'who =e \0 Washin!;'ton in 
April to beg Congress to protect their 
kin folk from being forcibly repatri­
ated_ 

!Juring hearings conducted by the 

House Subcommittee on Asi:re .nd 
Pacific Affairs, chaired by Gary Ack· 
erman (D., N.Y.), they gave compel· 
ling eVidence of a flawed and eer· 
rnpt screening pr-oeess to determine 
refu&ee status. for funong who had 
=ped from Loos to ThaUand, of 
pe~ecl1tiQD: -: and abuses of Hmong 
returnees by,l..ao .uthonties, of eon, 
tintied fighting and use of chemical 

detailed "credible evidence" tllat the 
State Department insists is missi.Ilg, 

Evcntutllly. a few were allowed to be 
submitted for the record: 

flno Oilley, during her testimony. 
ignom the Stste 1Jep3rtmer.t's own 
human lights report th31 descrfoed 
lAos as a police stote where the rul· 
ing communis;: party restricts free­
dom of speech. press and assecbly, 
denies the rights of privacy and mon· 
itors international mall md phon~ 
cw. The report said arrests aTC 

made on unsupported charges and 
thot prisoners, many of them politi. 
~1 pnsoners. are forced to labor for 
both st:ste ilnd private enterprises. 

Why did oakley (10 SOl The US, 

position seems to be aimed at accom­
modating the current Lao regime in 

/ order to enlist its assistance in rc­
siJInng the POW/)!IA issue and in 
cunatliIlg the trafficking of narcot· 
ics from I...ilos. (La06 1s the world's 
third lar&est proo1lC<'r of opium, the 
base for h€roin.) . 

lion this coming yeJr - will be UScG 

for thiS program, wtlicb inyolves thi;: 

repatri.tion of 8,000 Hmong by th, 
ecd of this year, and 4,000 by m:c 
1995. This reoatrianOD should not g( 
forward or.d·cS. !l1Ildmg should b, 
immedi3tely tcrminOlt€r.L 

Many of the Hmoog in Thailand -
either in carn.ps or ill hiding - hav· 
reiatives in the CI:Jte<l Sta\£s. Car 
ada, France o~ Australi&, The 

Shouid be allowed to apply for fomii 
reunilication directly from Tbailani 

rather than sent back to J...aos. 
The Hmong contiou('. to suff~ 

greatly for their alli'lllce with 11: 
United States. This worth)·, hono 
able and prou~' peopl.e.sacrifice 
I!l uch in their I1gh t~o keep .-the, 

homeland freet' _.19 _"Ie5Cae downe 
U.S. air crews, tc defend -cd tical U" 
na"l'igation siteS5~nd to'lkeep at b.:; 
in northern ·L8os:..gom~ 7Q,OOO,'crac 
~'orth Vie~mese "~ ~?K>ps '. for : 
Years. we.pons by the Lao military, and of 

~elhnic C;leansing" against tb~ 

, funong." '. 

I '.: Unlike the .honors given to those 
who' fought rothe ."oattles of DoDal". 

i 1M: HmonB'i'l',~e hearing 'room, 

Tn my test.i.nlony, I noted se-veral 
c:hl1lin;; aspects to Ihe repatriation . 
pIon. Unlli:e1he Cal!jbodian refugees 
who returned. to their villages, 
Hmong are not allowed 10 return to 
thelT mountain homelands;/nstead, 
they Ir.USI Jlve on marginal land In 
the unfamiliar lowlonds on Lao.goy· 
.eroment approved sites_ It's a hostile 
eo.~,ironment with no protec.tton -
silI:i1ar to 1M: Nservation::; onto 

They do not deserve to be mistre.:: 
ed by the United States. Their yale 
commitment and sacrifices for fr~ 
dom should be recognized and r 

warded. '.' 
. , many of whom were former soldiers, 

receivr2d _:no: standiilg' 'o,-:nions for 
their .honor;·~vi1oT' and commitinent 
to the US. government. . 
. Seyer~l memOQrs of Congres!i oIl.JJ.·d 

former CIA director William Colby 

; . told of Hmong S3Crifices curir.g the 
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