Saigor's New Chief Spokesman* )55

Hoang Duc Nha
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By FONX RUTTLRIIELD

Eresial 1y The New York Times

SAIGON, South Vietnsm,
Jan. 10—When Hoang Duc
Nha first propesed to Dis
wife., Tam, her family vehe-
mentlyv eprosed the marriage.
“He is only a psor expincer
working in a Government n.
fice, he has no  fuiure”
friends recail that her pa-

rents  said  at the tim2.
Thev supgested 2
Masn A0 (*au‘:.dv docinr
inatead. Bt she
Inthe  iounht beter of
News the tall, bovichly

A gond - lonki

Mr. Kha znd agresd 1o the
match-—she was rizht.

~ At the earlv aoe of 3! N
Nha nas gquictiv bescame the
closest confidant of Prestdent
Nruyven Van Thicu and, in
the view of most knnwledge-
able Vietrnamese, the rnnst
powerful man in the country
zfter the President.

In a country that vahies
fammily tics. it 15 not surpris-
ing that Mz, Nha is also Presi-
dent Thieu's c¢ousin  and
adopted nepheow.

A Hand in Everything

Dl:gu'sm' behind the un-

pretentious  titles wof press
secretary  and  secreiary o
the President, Mr. Nha re-

portedly has a hand in every-
thing from hetping write 5.
Thieu's speaches to appaini-
tap amhassadors 1 Irais-
ferring qenerals. When Henrw
A. Kissinger came to Saizon
in October to negotiate South
Victnam's agreontent to the
draft peace Gecord, Mr. Nita
—wha speaks fluent English
—alpne sat in with Lir. Thieu
cn the lalxs " L

In fact, Mr. Nha appears
to combine the roles plaved
in Washington by Mr. Kis-
singer, Ronald L. Zizgler, the
White House press secretary,
and Charies G. (Beshe) Re-
bozo. Presicdernt Nixon's clos-
est friend.

Today Mr. Nha added an-
other ihho— Dracidans Thi---
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Ui Pe,. intars3ticnal
Said to have a part In
every activity.

presidential press oifice, the
nation2] reaw and telev ls‘m
siations, and part of th
" pwwr. g Pcliticai
Wdrtare Deuariment,
As commission sengral of

swate for 1'.L,r""= cn. with
the ranx of Ca v ministar,
. Nha witl Le resocnsible
for an ambitious eifnst o

build up o2 ﬂo\'crrnent's
psu”arm s 4..:'rv and
caunter ioe Communisis in
the L“.’E’I".L ci a (.CchL:i!'C‘. The
Vieinamesa name Inr ’nis new
ofiice, translated lteraiy, i
Sneciul €

~rmission for Civic
Froselviizinz.

To many Vicnamcse and
Americans, alr. Nka is a
strarnge ¢h ." -rr the "':h

ror a year, sino» LI, Thiecue's
--:*1&({.0"1 as P.endm in
tl".e fall of 1971, Mr. Nha has

graduailg.' broken off almost
ail contact with the largz
Saigen press corps. refusing
(o ?!C"pt phone Ca-LS, never
hoiding  press  cconjorences,
and renuiimg a.i atiempts to
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His Lzid rolations with
Americans pre ironic, becavsa
My, Thieu clearly values hinr
as an cxpert in handling
Americang. Mr. Nha gradu-
atod with a harchelor of sci-
ence in clectrical engincering
from the Lniversit vof Pittsd
burgh is 1966, and he affects
many Western customs: driv-
ing a "'eer. Mustang, wearing
woell-tatisred ‘.dsiness suits
in the | cst i
expensive foreign cizarettes.’

ark «f Greatness

One of Mr. Nha's {ow outs
wa d“: Vistnamese character
istics is his hahit of allowing:
se.cral long ba'rs tn pratrude
from a praminent mole on
his ciieex. In Viernamese fra-
givinn, it is a mark of man.
rated to beco nroal.

Rarn irto a (mnitv of «r1a1l
rice snerchants n the cantrab
s e eoaatal province
. Nia has
ded 25 in-
atticulate and a
very QUick learner. Although
his t'::m.\ tie to President:
Thieu Las undeuttedly helped
tead to the I dont’s trust
in Bint owien be Drstowent
10wk for Mro Thieuw i
1067, b2 was onlv ane of sov-
cra; .v-w-\ mbers in the
n..:cc a-.d frionds say it was
his abiiity t.,ut crnablad him
g outsirin L e others.

N Naa's is also
Arerican-aducated, a gradu-
ate of the Ou 4 Schent of
Art. Uplike the wives of
many prominent viettamese,
che fa%es liltic interest in
her time

telligent

wifn

business and sponds
at home printing bright ab-
cract canvasses ard taking

czre ai thoi rwwo L:'.ild:rm. a
4-vear-old boy wnd a 2-year-
old girl. .

His Fncnds o Well ‘

Several of Mr. Nha's,
fr:mar ard family members
..... 2 risen to power with
h m. His nrother, Hoang Duc

Minh, a comro\craxai flcure

trics, smoking’
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