
h RE TRAI~I~G, MR, CHAU, LIKE MANY OTHER 
~NM:~~;EO~~RE_;OUCATIO~ CENTESR~,~WO:SS S~~i~~N~~R~~~~T~g~£' 
OF ULTIMATE RELEASE. VARIOU ~Un , 

/1 MPS HAD THE E"[CT OF KEEPl~G THEIR SPIRITS AND 
f ~~~S~~G HOPES ONE SUCH RUMOR, THAT WORLD PUBLIC O~INION 

WOULO FORtE THE COMMUNISTS TO RELEASE EVERYONE DID NOT 
R CHAU HEARD 0' THE HUMAN RIGHTS MOVE­

=~~~M;H~~~L~~YRE_~RAINING AND WAS DEEPLY IMPRESSED BY IT. 

~~:;;~~Ti~N:E1~GV~ir~~M8Y ~~EB~~~~~~~S~~EA~gM;~A~Ii~T~AS 
SOME EFFECT ON THE WAY THAT PRISONERS ARE TREATED. STILL 
ANOTHER RUMOR THAT MADE THE ROUNDS OF THE RE-EDUCATION 
CENTERS WAS THAT ALL INMATES WOULD BE RELEASED ANO PER­
MITTEO TO GO ABROAO. 

MR CHAU KNOWS OF SEVERAL HIGH OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER 

~VN ~H~ AR;H~NI:Ej!R~~~~N;~A~~ ~~~~~Ri(~~~iTn~~:~;~~N~~R) 
(~S! ZORMER ARVN GENERAl)wHO IS ALSO IN LONG THANH, AND 

RMER GENERAL DO KE GIAI WHO WAS A ARVN REGIMENTAL 
6gMMANDER. EX_COLONEL AND PREFECT OF SAIGON, BANG VAN CUA, 

'ORMER ARVN AIRBORNE COMMANDER, WHO IS ALSO THE BROTHE~ 
0' NGUYEN NGOC LOAN, FORMER GVN CHIE' OF SECURITY HAS BEEN 
RELEASEO ,ROM RE-TRAINING. IN THE OPINION 0' MR, CHAU, 
MR. CUA WAS RELEASED BECAUSE OF HIS ADVANCED AGE ANO 
BECAUSE THE COMMUNISTS WERE 'ORCED TO SHOW THE ~EO~LE THAT 
THEY COULD TRUST SOMEONE WITH SUCH A WELL-KNOWN 'AMILY, 
THE COMMU~ISTS, MRo CHAU SAYS, ARE AFRAID 0' HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS AND ARE VULNERABLE TO ACCUSATIO~S 0' MISTREAT­
MENT OF ~RISONERS. HE THINKS THAT ~ERHAPS HIGHER RANKING 
PERSONS SUCH AS FORMER COLONELS WILL BE RELEASED BUT THE 
COMMUNISTS 'EAR AND MISTRUST YOUNGER O'FIC!RS 0' THE 
'ORMER GVN. THEY EVEN MISTRUST CERTAIN COMMUNIST DF'ICIALS 
SUCH AS NGUYEN HU THO WHO RE~LACED TON DUC THANH AS CHIE' 
OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, MR, CHAU 'E!LS THAT THO 
IS NOW SUS~ECT 'iECAUSE THE COMMUNIST CADRES IN THE 
RE-TRAINING CENT~RS ARE ASKING QUESTIONS ASOUT T~OlS 
'ORMER ASSOCIATIONS. 

e, THE ESCAPEI IMMEDIATELY A'TER RELEASE 'ROM RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP, MR, CHAU BEGAN ARRANGING HIS ESCAPE '~OM VIETNAM. 
HE CONTACTED A FRIEND O~ HIS WHO WAS A FORMER GVN OF'ICIAL, 
AND ~URCHASED A SEAT ~OR HIMSEL~ AND HIS EIG~T YEA~ OLD 
SON ON AN ESCAPE BOAT FOR NINE TAELS OF GOLD. MR, CHAU 
THEN ~URCHASEO FICTITIOUS IDENTITy ~A~ERS THROUGH A ~RIEND 
FOR l~e DONG. ASSUMING THE FALSE NAME 0' TRAN CHU, ~E 
USED THES! FRADULENT DOCUMENTS TO TRAVEL FROM HO CHI MINH 
CITY TO CA MAU WHERE HE JOINED THE GROUP 0"2 OTHER 
PERSONS PLANNING THE ESCA~E. THE OTHERS CAME FROM CA MAU, 
HO CHI MINH CITY, SAC LIEU AND NHA TRANG. MR. CHAU HAD 
ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO HAVE HIS wIFE ACCOMPANY HIMSEL' AND 
THEIR SON ON THE E8CA~E BUT THEY CONSIDERED SUCH A ~LAN TO 
BE DANGEROUS. CHAU'S WI'E IS A DENTIST IN PRIVATE 
~RACTICE, WHICH 18 NOW ~ERMITTED IN 1'10 CHI MINH CITY, 


