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!EJitori.::ll: I'The Completion of Ambassador Holdridge ' s t Assignment I "/ 

iT-ext! u. S, Ambassador t~ Indones~ '~:h~ '~Oldridge JhO ha~ cOwple ~ed his 
of duty of about 3 years ~n Indone~a, "ill-Ie""e-' tor home ~mmed~ately. 

tour 

'.'ihiLc sl2rving in Indonesia, Ambassador Holdridge shmved great interest in th2 
domestL . .:: political and economic developments. He was a foreign ambassador 
actively visiting regions to obs~rve various aspects of the people's life and 
national development and to see for himself the difficulties and challenges 
faced by Indonesia. 

The 3.?pointrnent of Holdridge as ambassador to Indonesia "vas unprecedented in 
V.S. diplomatic tradition. President Reagan announced his a?pointnent at a 
stZlte banquet in honor o~ President Suharto 3 years ago. Holdridge ~"as given 
a difficult duty to restore Indonesian-U.S. relations affected by the dbsence 
of il U.S. ambassador for 112 years and Indonesia's rejection of t\\TO candidates 
tu fill tile post. Holdridge was recalled from his post as a de~uty secr2tary 
of sto.te and posted in Jakarta not only .:is ar:tbassador but also as i'special 
envoy" of President Reagan. He represented not only the U. S. State Department 
but also the U.S. national leadership to maintain friendship bet\veen the U'lO 

n.:ltiolls. 

Thus thl2 ZlssigrllJ,ent of Holdridge, a lalented U.S. career diplomat, to Indonesia 
h:'15 !il'lCQ c1. special imprint on the Inc.olh.'s ian people on the one hand and has a 
special :-;i::;nificance for the United S t:ll~3 on the other. Holdridge's assignment 
was Si~llificant in that he was instruct~J to explore all possible means to 
p2rsUa(~2 I'l1Gonesia to nor.nalize dipl~':~:'lli'c relations 1Vitr: the PRe. 

i-\oldridi;~ failed. Indonesia has in ;,1"":<'" -\t)"ved ahead to nonnalize trade rela-
tiL1ns ','ilth the PRe. HO'wever, the key ~ 

Holdrilige but rather the Indonesian jlT'_'­

anJ businessmen to conduct direct tr:!(: 
d~aling through third parties as 1;vcll 

the Indonesian step '.;ras not ~lr 

urbing the Indonesian Government 
': L l~1 Beij ing with whom \ve had been 
.1c:H:>r marginal factors. 

Nevertheless, Ambassador Holdridge h:1:-'; l',.l:..>iC311y succeeded in restoring 
Indonesia' 5 confidence in the Cnited ~~t te,_'s and normalizing bilateral friendshi: 1 



8nd cooper3tion in various sectors. 
capa~ility 3S a prominent diplomat 
and A.merican ?eoples. h1e give due 
efforts to acllieve these goals. 

He hope that Holdridge will use his 
to maintain friendship between the Indonesian 
respects to Ambassador Holdridge for his 

In thl'. :listory of Indonesian-U.S. diplomatic relations, we have noted the roles 
of several L'. s. ambassadors accredited to Indonesia. ~ferle Cochran, r,.;ho ~"as 

dmbassad',)r in the early 1950' s was not only a capable diplomat but also intelli­
Gc:.nt in sevc.ral aspects. He ",.;as not only helpful but also harmful to Indonesian 
interests. Hm.,rard P. Jones, who wrote the book entitled "Indonesia, An 
I~.lpossible Dream" and who posed with Bung Karno in a traditional Indonesian 
cap, "..Jas a sociable, kind, and intimate personality. Earlier, he served as a 
U.S. did officer in Indonesia. But, he "as also a diplomat who spied on every 
move Bung Karno took. He also remember Harsha11 Green, a strategist in organ­
izing demonstrations and coups, who served as ambassador in Indonesia in the 
early and mid-1960's. Green was the most suspicious ambassador with an unpopular 
reputation among the Indonesian people in view of his experience in South 
Korea. ,';e are relieved that John Holdridge left a good and positive imprint 
on the Indonesian people during his 3-year term of office. He had tried to 
restore strained Indonesian-U.S. relations. His efforts are satisfactory if 
nut good. The lesson from the Indonesian-U.S. diplomatic "crisis II has prompted 
Indonesia to return to its historical free, active, and nonaligned foreign 
?oliLY· 
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