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Philip Habib 

C ,Hcn diplolTl 
\V,h ,H!vi ... ur. vc prt.··;i-

,knt... ,Ind four "'t.·l rics att.' during ,1 

Jk'riod ill l:.S. hi ... lory of l'~lrl.'fl1dy l"ompkx 
,md diH'r ... ~, f(lrl'ign policy'. 

H,lhib, \\ flO"'l' po ... ilioll" r,lI1gcd rmm spc­
lied t.'I1\ ()y til Pre,idcnl Ron,lld Rl'.1gcln ((l 

,1I11b,I ...... ,Hlor 10 Korc.l, dkd of ,1 heart ,1l1Zll"k in 
Frdnl"l' 011 ,\1,IY 25 at ,Igl' 72. He \\',1<; the..' Clli­
forni,1 ·\lllmn! A"oli,llion' ... 19S2 Alumnu<; 

I 

\ 

of thl' Yt.',lr, ,lilt! <l forml'r Rq.!l'nts Lt.'l"turer .II Bnkl'lcy· ... [n<;ti­
IUle of [nlt.'rrhuiun<ll Rl'Lltion<;. 

H,lili]) ... cr ... ·l'd in thl' forl'ign <;l'rvilc- for Ill'arly 10 Yl',n ... , ri .. -
in).! r,lpidly lhrough (he TanKS <IS <In ,H.lvisor <lnd cOlhlJ!taJ11 on 
,llnll),1 ,Ill ,Hed" uf fort'i~n policy: A<;i<l, C .... llIr.l1 Amt'ri(d, Ihe 
,\liddlc Eel ... !. ,mil Ihl' philippint' .... From 196810 1971, he \\',1'> 
,I !lll'fllill'r ()f Ihe U_S. lkll'g<Jtitllllo thc Vil'II1<lllll' .. e Pl'.H.C 1.1lk .... 
,][ \\.hidllinll' h l, ,Hhi",l'd D\..'fl'll'ie Sl'(Tl'ldfY CI.uk Clifford 10 
... (Ill' I lOl11iling :"Jorth V"it'IIl.llll. Allhough Ihl' ,tall'men! pUI hi"; 
0\\ II l,lrI,'t'r in jl'op,udy, i! ,JI ... o C<Ulll'J him the rc"'pCl'1 of hi., 
ull k,lglll· ... ,HId l, ... I,lhlhhl·d his repul.3tion as an irreprl,,, ... ihlc 
"[ rlll h'll' lin" \\" ho \\' ,I"; nul <lfr,lid 10 deliver unpopular ddviLl'_ 

fk ... IT\·l'd ,1", ,lfllhd ...... ,Hlnr 10 Kort:a fro III 1971 10 1974, ,111([ 
Ihell .I ... ,\, ... i ... IJnl "'l'lrl'I,Hy of ... tdte for East Asian and Pacific 
,dL1ir<; UIl[il 1976. Ahl'r ... utTl'ring Iwo hear! attacks, he rl'lircd 
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ill I 97~ ,md hl.:"g.J1l h."J~hjllg Jnu dOl ng fl'''i<..',ln:h ,]( 
ell .mcl lht· HOOVl.'f Ino;lilulion. In 1981, hI..' W,l<; 
'-'..Jiled OUI of rdirl'ml'nt by Rl.:'ag.1I1 to '>l'rvl' it" (he 
Prl'sidl.'lll'S po::rsollal rcpn.:'St'ntJliw in Ihl' Middle 
EJ')I, and latef in Ihe Philippint.:'s. 

While.lt the llt'gOli.:lting table in the Midell\.:' 
Ed"t, H<lbih was able to help st'cure a cease~fifl' in 
Bd rut Jnd (() conv lIKe the PLO 10 \\- ithdr,n\ from 
LI,.·banon. 

From 1986 to 1987, he was ReagJn's "Pl'CI,11 
envoy in Cl'ntral Amt:ricil. He urgni thl' lNhitc 
Houst" 10 Ill'gotialt.' with Ihe Communist"; thl' 
Rl'Jg.l1l administration chose nol to '}(':Cl.;'pl his 
.1dviu;", and HJbib left. 

H<.1bib waS born in 1920 in Brooklyn. the ..,nn 
oj Lebanese Christian immigraJlt". He fl'CeiVl'd 

hi ... b,llhclor's tit-pet' in forestry from the University of Idaho 
J.nd ,ltkllded Cal on the G.L bill after World War II. He 
rl'".'civcd his doc!OrJ.tc in <lgricultural enmomics .lnd \VJ'i 

rCLTuitnl by the Sl.lle Department str.light out of Bt'rkcky. 
Habih was \vell known for his professionalism, hon;:sty, 

IOY,lll)" and courage to stand behind unpopular beliefs. "Fur 
governml'nt to work, it's indispensible to have gutsy pt.·ople 
likl' Phil who will fight for what the), believe on the in'>ide," 
Pctn T,unofL president of [he Coundl on Foreign Relations, 
told tht.' ,\','U' Y,lrk Times. "Most bureaucrats just keep quiet on 
the inside, go along, and then le.lk their disagreements to the 
prt.·"". phil never went public, never destroyed his credibility 
wilh hi" "uperiors, and never betrayed his loyahy to the in...li­
lution<; of government." 

He is <,urvived by his wife Marjorie of Bdmon!. 
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