
THE POET PATRIOT 
NGUYEN DINH CHIEU 

N :;UYEN Dinh Chieu was 
born on July 1 st, 1822, 
and died on July 3rd, 

1888, at the age of GG . His 
father, Nguyen Dinh Huy, was 
an low- ranking ofricial of the 
Nguyen dynasty, who had been 
di smissed from office because of 
his refu se l to repress a peasant 
insurrection led by Le Van Khoi. 
Nguyen Dinh Huy, after his 
dismissa l. had taken his family 
back to his native village in Ben 
Tre, among the toiling peasantry. 

Nguyen Dinh Chieu had want­
ed to follow the path of patriot­
ic scholars, to study, pass 
official examinations, and take up 
the burden of public a ffairs. 
When he was 24. he went to the 
imperial capital of Hue to sit 
for the doctoral examinations. 
death ca me and he went back to 
his native village to mourn for 
her. A severe eye ailment born of 
sorrow caused him to lose his 
sight, and he had to give U!J his 
death came and he went baek to 
dream. 

Text, HI EN PHUONG 
Photos, TTXGP 

meam love of the people, hatred 
of those who harm the people, 
and opposition to aggressors. He 
is certain that honest people will 
eventuall\' be saved from oppres­
sion, that dishonest and wicked 
people will eve ntually suffer de­
feat and punishment. LUC VAN 
TI EN, his renowned work, is 
both autobiographical and ethical 
in content. It sings the love be­
tween Lue Van Tien and Kieu 
Nguyct Nga. prJiscs the solida· 
rity of the poor, extols patriot­
ism. 

In the last thirty· Years of his 
life, he witnessed chaos, tribula­
tion ,and mourning born of 
foreign invasion. I li s writings 
ca rried the anger and aspirations 
of the people who were longing 
for liberation . His many poems 
_ "Refugees from the French", 
"Flood"," A Moving Scene", etc.­
clearly express his feelings . 

righting in the ranks of the 
people, his view of the role play­
ed by the latter, especially the 



Abollt th3t time. French co lo­
nial aggre5sion began . The 
'lguyen COllrt refused to fight it. 
3nd instead tried to pbcate the 
French by offering them the 
three Eastern r-rovinces of Nam 
Bo. The three Western provinces 
were soon also occupied by the 
enemy. Of the scholars. so me col­
laborated with th~ aggressor; 
others withdrew to a heemit's He. 
Nguyen Dinh Chieu sided with 
the people and resolutell' refu,cd 
a ll co-operation wi~h the enemy. 
In spite of his bI'ndness and ill 
health, he was very active, teach­
ing. writing prose and poetry 
to attack the invaders and the 
betral'al of the mandarins and 
the kfnd. extolling patriotism and 
calling on the people ~o rise and 
struggle [or national sOHreignty. 

To the national literan' treasu ­
n' he added mam' works' of ~1'C:lt 
\,·a lue. In recogniiion of hi , noble 
thoughts and deeds. the South 
Viet Nam Nationa l Front for Li­
beration in 1965 gave his name 
to a major literary award of the 
Sou th - the NGUYEN DINH 
CH I EU prize . 

NguI'Cn Dinh Chicu's writings 
arc imbued with pa~riotism, hu­
manism, and faith in the \-ictory 
of justice. Par him, patriotism 

peasants, was a very progressive 
one. For the first time in Viet­
namese literary hi5tory. the peas­
ant and his heroism. under the 
poet's pen. were depicted in a 
concise and comprehcnsi\'c way. 
In such works <IS .. FI..:n-.:r:tl Ora­
tion fOl' the Brave Fighters of 
Can Giuoc," and "Funeral Oration 
fOl' the War Martyrs of the Six 
Province>". he ex~olled the he­
roes who had laid down their 
lives for the country: the toiling 
peasants. who worked hard and 
nevCl' ate the ' r fill. I'et s tood firm 
against the invaelers and fought 
to their last iJreath [or th e CO'II1-
try. This ~CCOl1n t s for the i111 -

I!:cns~ ;1nd lasting popularity of 
Ng uI'Cn Dinh Chieu's works . 

Ng uye n Dinh Chicu is an hall ­
our 10 his n~tive Ben Tre. M 
trJeiition of the nation and the 
indomitnblc spirit co ntained 111 
his writings. the people of Ben 
Tre province have been fighting 
\vith grcJ t resolve against Amer­
icnn aggression, for nation sa lva­
tion. Jnd have achieved resoucl­
ing exploits. It \,-as in Ben Trc 
thJt the firs t co ncerted uprisings 
"gainst the US·puppet rule crup 
ted ill 1959-60. The chdren of 
heroic Ben Tre are the worth I 
successors of Nguyen Dinh ch ·ci..i. 
the po ci' patriot. 


