
...... NGUYEN VAN LINH (1913- ) (real name Nguyen Van Cue), 
Leading member of the VJelnllmese Communist Ptu·ty (VCP) und 
current General Secretary of the Party. Born ill Hanoi in 1913, 
Nguyen Van Linh was brought up in South Vietnam. wilen) he 
joined the revolutionary movement as an adolcscent and \~a.s 
arrested (or political activities in 1930. Relcased from pd.son in 
1936. he took part in Communist Party open1tions in Coddn China, reportedly 8S 8 prot~gt1 of Le Duan. He 1V1l:;' I'eurrested III 1941 
and spent the '., <I" years in Poulo Condora prison. 

After World War If Nguyen Van Linh served under I.e Huan 
in the Party apparatus in tlie South and (under Ihe pseudonymn 
Muoi Cue) was director of the Central Office for South \'ielnlirn 
(COSVN) trom 1961 until his replacement by (~elleral N!ruyen Chi 
Thanh in 1964. fie remained as deputy to Thunh and )lIler to 
Thanh's successor Pham Hung until the end of the wur, 

In 1976 Nguyen Van Linh was raised to Politburo runk und 
headed the Party committee for Ho Chi Minh City (the new name 
for Saigon), In 1978 he was djijmlsaed, reportedly becHu:lc uf 
his faOure to carry out the ParlY's plans for sociaJist Irllnsfor­
mation in the South. At the Fifth National Congress of the Party, 
held in March 1982, he lost his PolHburo seut, but shol't1y there'· 
after he returned 8S Party chief in Ho Chi Minh City and W08 
quietly reinst8ted in the Politburo in 1985. At the Sixth National 
Perty Congress in December 1986, Linh wes named Gencl'al Sec­
retary to replace the aging Truong Chlnh. As General Secre­
tary he has pushed reforms to stimulate the stngnant Vietnamese 
economy. (See Centrtll Office for South Vietnam i Victntllllcse 
Communist Party) 


