
PHO BASG. Second hIghest degree granted in the, :',;il service 
examination in traditional VIetnam. The degree. meaning "sub­
ordinate Ibt. to WAS awarded to cllndidate8 who had pS80ed the 
metropolitan ex-am «(hi hoi) but whose performance dId not medt 
permission to eompete Cor the highest degree (tien sj) in the 
palace eXlIminulion (thl dlnh). Pho bang graduates were ellgjble 
for employment IlS officials. normally at the provincial or Pl'eft:l!­
tural level. (St:e Civil Service ExaminlitionSi ~!) 


