
:\'ca;\,E~ LORDS (~~y~). Powerful aristocratic family and 
founder of the Nguyen Dynasty (1802-1945) in Vietnam. The 
fumily rose to prominence during the decline of the Le Dynasty 
( 1·128-1788) In fifteenth-century Vietnam, when an influential 
mandarin. Nguyen Kim. supported the restoration of the Le 
ag-lIinst the usurping dynnsty established in 1527 by Mac Dung 

------

Dun!t. After Nguyen Kim's dcnth in 1545, two tll'/lnehcli ui" llle 
family. represented by his Bon, Nguyen Hoang, dl\d his :;\)11 in 
law Tdnll Kiem, assisted the Le in returning to power in 1~!;J'2. 

DUl"mg the next two cenlul'jes I.e Dynusty rule I'::; wei'C JUI:liuu­
ted by tile two powerful famUics- -lhe Trinh and thl) Ngl1yvlI-
who hurt restored them to the throne. The Tl'inh IOl'ds Wei'!! dum­
inant in the North. and in the capit!!1 of Thang Long (pl'C:;CI,t­
day Hanoi). where the lmperlUi 1;lmily WilS locnted, The N(.{ll~ en 
Lord:> contl'olled the area of Vietnam south of the IJl11lnh Sllil 
Spur. where Nl{Uyen Ifoang had been n!tmed governor in 15:J1S. 
At first Ihe two families COOpcl'uted against theil' l;\)mmOn elll:I;)Y, 
the ~lac, But lifter the Mac Wel'C dl'lVell from Thang J.on~ III 
1592. the Trinh and the Nguyen tho!mselves became I'ivlIls, 1'01' 

two centuries \'h.!tnnm was divided, ulthough buth lteceplcd the 
legitimacy of the powel'less Le Dynusty. 

Under Nguyen rule. the Vietnamese boundsl'Y ~rllduully ex­
tended toward the south, The rump state of Chnmpa wos lk­
stroyed. and the lower ~1ekong Dcll!I seized from IIle di!jintc~:Tllttng 

Kingdom of Angkol' in the late seventeenth century. Hut I'lll'ill 
unrest led to the outbreak of the Tuy Son Rebelliun in 1771, In 
1783. the Nguyen capital Ilt Sll.i~on WIIS conquel'ed uy the 'LIY Son 
and Nguyen regime overthrown. Nguyen Anh. u pl'ince of the 
deposed Nguyen family. was able to survive. however. Ilnd HI 
1802 he defeated the Tay Son and proclaimed the cstllhlishnll!llt 
of the Nguyen Dynasty (1802-19-15), (See Nguyen Anh. Nj..('u)"l'n 
Hoang; Nguyen Klm: Tay Son Rchel1lon: Trinh hicm: Trinh 
Lords) 
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