
~r.U\,EN KIM (1467-1545). Court officiAl who (ought against the 
:'lIne Dynasty to restore the later to Dynasty to power in six­
teenth- century Vietnam, A notive of Thanh Holt province, he 
WIIS related to the Le rO}'til flJmUy by marriage and supported 
t heir struggle for reinstlJtcment tvhen power was usurped by 
.\Iac Dang Dung in 1527, After 1533 he supported Emperor I.e 
T:'U I.lg Tong, who hod dcc1nrcd himself the legitimate ruler of 
\"le tnnm while living in exile in f .. oos, By the early 15405, 
supporters of the Le o5tublis hed their court In Thanh 1100 Pro­
" i n~e. south of the Red Hiver DcHII, and continued to fight the 
:\1. IC , with their copitnl in Thong Long (present- day Hanoi). In 
15 45 ~guyen Kim died. ll11 cgedly poisoned by the Mac. ot the age 
of "i 8 . 

After Nguyen Kim's deoth. his (nmily continued to support 
l hc "cstorotion of the I.e Dynasty, A son-in-lAw, Trinh Klem. 
bccnnrc dominant at the I.e court. A son, Sguyen HOAng. feared 
IIss;l!>s inotion at the hands of his ambitious brother-In-Illw Rnd 
svug-ht uppointment 8S Governor of Thulln lion, in the South. 
T h e two cooperated to IIchieve the overthrow of the Moc in 1592. 
but t he split between Trinh Kiem and Nguyen Hoang led In IRter 
yenrs to the civil WRr between the Trinh lmd Nguyen lords over 
control of the weak Le Dynasty. (See Later Le DynAsty; ~tRC 
IlUllg' DlIn~: Moc Dynusty; NJtuycn Ifollng: Trinh Klem) 


