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NGUYEN KHANH. South Vietnamese military officer and head of 
"young TUI'ks " moveme nt that took power in Saigo n in JHnUlI l' Y 

1964. Born of a mode:; t l)/l~kg l'ound in North Vietnam, Nguyen 
Klumh became a cn ree I' mil il lll 'Y office r and rose rapidly In the 
ranks after the Cene va C(JII fc re nce in 1954. becoming deputy 
chie f of staff under the I"I.!~imc of P)'esidc nt Ngo Dlnh Diem. In 
,lunua ry 1964 he led a COlli ) oq{llnizcd by younger military officers 
:.Icninst the senior ofriCC l'S unde r Gcne r81 Duong Van .'linh that 
hud removed Pres ident N~~ll Dinh Diem from power. 

Gencrnl Khanh and h is "youn g TU I'ks ," middle- ranking military 
officers such as Nguye n Cllllnh Th L Nguyen Van Thteu and 
~guyen CaD Ky. were younce)' thu n the generatJon that had over­
Ihl'Own Diem and were inclint!d to fllvo r the Ame ricans over the 
French. They lacked politic:1I experience, ho weve r. and suffe red 
from factlonnlism in theil' )'a nks . Acting unde r U.S. advice. 
t\hlln h established 8 civ il ia ll I::0vcrnmcnt, headed by a so-culled 
Sup reme National Council wh ic h replaced Gene r al Duong Va n Minh 
:.IS Chief of State . The fac tiona li sm continued. punctuated by 
~t'o\Ying tension between Cntholic ll nd Buddhist elements in Saigon 
lind r.cncrlll Khl'lnh wos ousted fl'om power in Februar y 1965 , 
(S<!c Duong Van ~1In h; ~l i1itAry Revol ut iona r y Cou nc il ; Sguycn Cao 
Ky; Sguyen Van Th ieu ; T)';)11 Vil li !tuo ng ) 


