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CEll SO~.JG 1-'.AO REVIE\.,rS WAR IN I~'TERVIEW i-lITH ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI 

WarBal .. ZOL~':IERZ :WLrWSCI 7 .4.pr '71 p 6 A 

[Lt Col Jan Budzinski interview w::11 Lt Gen Song HaD, chief of the Central Political Board of the DRV Army] 

[Excerpts] During his stay in Hanoi, our special reporter" Lt Col Jan Budzinski, was received by Lt Gen Song Hao, who ans'.J'ered a number of questions on the current political­military situation in Vietnam during an informal talk. The report on this talk follows. 

The general arrives. He is not very tall, has a dark complexion, and is slightly 
griz~led. Like all affiers, no epaulets on his shoulders. There are just two stars on the red tabs of his collar. The general belongs to the old revolutionary cadre which fought against the Japanese and French. In 1947 he was one of the first commissars of the fa:nous 308tli Division of the Vietnamese People1s Liberation Army which distin;uished itself against the Prench on the Nam-Ha front. The general has been chief of the Central Political Soard since 1961 and is also a member of the Central Committee of the party. 

The genc~al smiles and cordially invites me to sit by him on the settee. In keeping with Vietnaf!'!ese customs, :::l,.;.r talkS begin wi th questions on health and impressioC's ,')~ the COl.;r.try. Im~erceptibly, it then switches to the Vietnam liberation struggle ~'l'.:: the current sit~~~ion in Vietnam. The general speaks quickly, and I can r.ardly ~Jll~w with my notes. Be srr.iles all the time and pours out anecdoteS. 

When I say that some problems will have to be ignored because of secrecy, the ge~eral recalls that Boris Polevoy, having met a platoon commander of the South Vietnam libera­tion force, aske(j h::'n to appraise the combat spirit of the U.S. soldiers. As the commander said nothing, Polevoy c\lickly added: "If this is a secret do not tell me. II UNo. this is no secret. II the commander answered. "I simply did not know what to say because ~p to now I have not met with this spirit. I have met only with dead Ameri~ans and those coming to us with their hands up .... !1 

Here are the brief basic contents of General Song P.ao's statement: 

The Vietna:nese people are scoring a great Victory. The soldiers at the front are fighting well, and the ind'..lstrious people of our nucleus are implementing their production tasks well and are contin~ally ready for struggle and for all defense work. We are proud of thiS, and this reaffirms our convinction that our people will score their deserved Victory. Uo conditi"'1s haVe been better for this than those at present. 

With 15 years of the rounding our party, the Vietnamese people made a reVolution and took over. Our forces were mo st then. We had a few thousand party members and few cadres, and our level of education, science, and technology was very low. All the 
sam~. we won; this was possible because of the indestructible unity of our party, and because its actions were inspired by reason and courage, and the people gave it their utmost confidence and showed the will to fight and to believe in Victory. 
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many other victories throughout the countrJ. Our armed forces and people in the 
past year also smashed another step of the reaetionary Nixon doctrine which has 
forced Asians to kill ASians and Indochinese to kill Indochinese, Vietnamized the 
war in South Vietnam, and ~ntensified the U.S. war of aggression in Laos, further 
weakening the Nixon doctrine. plunginJ the Nixor. cliquels strategic and tactical 
(?schemes) into deeper deadlock and defeat, and placing its forces on the defensive, 

Weathering the test of actual combat, our revolutionary forces have made another stride 
in their growth. OUr armed forces have learned more lessons and improved their 
tactics, strategies. and techniques, strengthening the revolutionary (?situation) 
as a whole. particularly the Lao revolution. The s1 tuation has favored our revolution, 
encouraging us to march forward to even 0reater victories. 

However, obdurate and bellicose by nature, the enemy frantically continues to seek 
to implement Nixon1s Asian doctr:ne ar:d prolong the U. S. war of aggression in Indochina, 
in Laos in particular. However. our cOr:1.rades officers and men of the three armed forces 
branches must understand the metto; E?erything for the front. everything for the 
defeat of the U.S. imperialists ar~d lad.eys. [words indistinct] in well-being. 

',1e must take this favorable opportunity to improve and strengthen our forces in all 
areas, coordinate our combat technique::;, strengthen internal and international solidarit:/, 
heighten our vigilance, never underestinlate the enemy, further expand the Victories, 
take the initiative. overcome all obstacles, march forward to attack the enemy more 
strongly and repeatedly under all circumstances and in all battlefronts throughout 
the country, and score even greater victories. The new year with brighter atmosphere, 
new Victories, and new liberated areas, (as heard) we must unite with determination 
to march forward to new, great victories, making the new year a victorious one. 

Once again, .. we~of the Supreme Command would like to express our greetings to, and 
confidence in our comrades. 

14 April 1971 

The Supreme Command of the Lao People's Liberation Army 

Souphanouvong Greets King 

PATHET LAO NE'IIS AGENCY (Cla"destine) in English"o636 GM]' 15 Apr 71 D 

[Text) Sam Neua April 15 (KPL)--On behalf of the Central Committee of the Lao Patriotic 
Front, and his family, Prince Souphanouvong, chairman of the Bi'P.F. Central Committee, 
has sent a message of greetin~ to the King of Laos on the occa3ion of the Lao traditional 
NeW' Year. 

The prince wished the king ngood health so as to bring peC:::0 and happjr.L:53 to the country, 
which are the earnest aspirations of the Patriotic Front and entire r:'-~ ~ple of Laos. n 

KPL SAYS 39 VIENTIANE TROOPS DEFECT NEAR LUANG PRABANG 

PATHET LAO NEWS AGENCY (Clandestine) in EngliSh 0631 Gr';T 15 Apr 7"2. J 

(Text] Sam Neua April 15 (KPL)--39 soldiers of the Vientiane puppet army includin-:; J. 

comp;,;.ny officer stationed at Pak U. northeast of Luang t':,abang provincial capi tal, ::n 
r'larch 28, 1971, crossed over to the revolutionary side, brinLing along their ',olea; .t.', 

t, f'ew days earlier, a soldier of the Vientiane puppet 48th Battalion in Huoi Sai (:'uon.; 
.,'8..';1 Tha Province), and a non-con of a commando company of the special forces' in toe same 
. p~a went OVer to the revolutionary side, br~r,ging along their 'N'eapons. 

- 0 -



IV. 15 Apr 71 K 2 NORTH VIETNAM 

For 9 years our people developed their resistance movement against the French colonizers under very difficult cond1 tions. Our armed forces were small in nUIr,ber» had no fighting experience, and lacked weapons and ammunition. True, we had man;}' friends in the world, but they ~ere far away. In 1945-50 we fought surrounded by hostile, reactionary forces. 

Despite these diffic'Jlties, the entire party, our people, and our army unitedly waged a stubborn struggle, following a correct political and military line. Fig~ting, we 0ecame ever stronger and won bigger and bigger victories. Finally, our people defeated the imperialist French colonizers although they boasted 'Jf the strongest land arr.'J in the world. 

01..:r sit'Jatio:l noW' 1s qUite different, We have a strong proletarian party oVer 1 l:lillion ~emters, a correct line of action, and rich fighting experiences. We have ma~y military, peL. tical, anJ ecoD-::Jmic cadres hardened through the three great revolutionary str1.lgg1e. h'e !-.a ..... e 3. strc:-.[! ar:ny which has scored r.;any victories and gained greatly in strength. The '.lnity of t:,~ 1=a1':'y and people is now 501.:.d and unsr.1.kaole. 

Halt' of our ecur.try, rJorth Vietnam, which is engaged in socialist constr'Jl.!tic·n. ::''3 
~'):npletelJ li'!)e1'3.ted. It is a base for revolution. thrJuehout the ecwitry and a ::;t,ro?1G base J~ 3. Gre2.t fr~nt. Tr.e en'.:;ire soc:.alist camp, Io.:hich ::'s O1..:.r strong Oinc: end'J::'ing 
su~port is en ~t'r side. Oppressed peoples and pr~g~ess!ve mankind are ~n ~Lr side. 

All ti":.-e are ~iJ2 valuable achievements left to uS 'Jy our beloved Fresi:::!ent !1o ;:hi j·:irJh ai'7_er 6-;: years o . .f'" revollltio:-:.ary activi ty. 'viit:"1 these a::hievcments and this nizht, ..... 'e will certainly f :~~ll his sacre~ testament; we will fiGht 1..:.ntil the U.S. a~ere3sJrs are cc~pl?t:a:~ defeated, we will build so:ialisM. znd we w!ll worthily cc~trib~te t~ 
t~~ wor!~ revo:ution. 

Tr.2 U.S. aGgressors are :10 .... in a difficult sii,uation, ..-hich condemns tr,er:l to defea:', ':'r.ey are again co::r::.~i:t;.ing a crave stratee::i-: error by trying to prel.)!;,; the a'1"cressi·'e 
1-.'3:> ~:'1 Vietnar.J. ':'~1ey are also committing a n.u;.1":ler of tactical errors r:r C)p·r3ting in ~iif't'ieul: terrain at; tr.e wrong time with incorrect metr.ocs. 'This is w:-:y ';(-.~y s-..:ffFor jefeat5 in clashes with our troops, althoueh t~ey are strenger i~ ~r.ei~ J.aterial and technical reS01..:.l"'ees. 

'::2 kn~w t:~at L~.S. i!Tlp~rialism is stubborn in. its ;1ature and will not give .Jp easily. ':Ie kno\f tl:.at it !":as great eccnomic and military potential, but ~{e r.aH' 2. deter!T.ined -"li1.1 t-:. fi=:;::.t. We Wctnt to .f'ight and win. lie also r.ave tr.e c"Jrrect tact::.c of struf3Gle, which will r.el~ -..:s dereat our enemy. 

:·n8 U.S. in:perialis-l.:s ad:r..it that they are unable to def'3at tl":e Viet;.ameso:> people throUiih 1-,ilit3ry force. But they cannot come to ter;r,s wi:h defeat. Al~;i'.ough they are on t(:~ losi~g sid~, t~ey want to ~ezotjate fr~m stren~t~. Forced to witt;iraw t~eir tr~~ps, tr.ey try ~8 i~plemert t~eir pla~s throuGh so-called Viet~amization. T~€y 3ss!'rt that f0I' all !\;::eY'icar, the~r want to avC)id the tragic '::'ea":h of U.S. soldiers on V:"-2t::3.:"'s fie11s, '·dt ~v[:r;:· '?xr;ar-lC: tl;? aggress:::"')n to CaD~bod.ia and Laos. h.plerr,entinr; He NiY.~r. doctrir.'2, :r:e ~}r.::'te:! States wants natives -:"0 kill "'1atives; :hey "I-:3.nt Ir.d:)::!hi."1es~ ':0 /.:il1 Indsc:-,ine.:.;~. T::ey ' •. 'i11 :not ~uceeed in this, h')wever. 

jaL:'1s:::r. intr'.)duced 500,000 u.s. soldiers int') Sout:-:. Vietnam because the S~::'gor. rec;il":'.<:; ar.d ::.~.;s p'.:..ppet troops could n:'Jt manaee 0::' their c~.T., Johnson's doctrine proved faulty. 
~:)1': li:::"):cr; is "trying to withdl'3!v some of '(".is troc:::3, Hhile thir::kir.g ·Jf pre:::erving a strcr..g pC3:;.ti')(' in Vietnan. Tr,is is a \'ieio'.1:. c:.rc.1E. which .. ·ill lead to t~e final ':':E-C~"3.t ~~ the A~e~icans, 
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The military theory and practice of the U.S. imperialists is full of contradicti'Jns. 
The United States seelcs to cut off the base from the front to weaken the South Vietnam 
liberation forces. In fact, in the past 6 years it has found no effective way to do 
this. For over 3 years it constantly bombed the DRV and dropped millions of bombs. 
It lost thousands of planes and many pilots, and everyone knows the result. The U.S. 
i~perialists have suffered many losses in men and materiel, suffered serious defeats in 
battle, and are politically isolated. The rosition and authority of the United States 
amonz capitalist countries has weakened. 

Attacking Cambodia, the United States asserted 'that it wanted to enj the Vietnar:l \,ar 
in this way. U.S. agGression was a fiasco. row the cambodian people have liberated 
seven~tenths of their cO' .. mtry wi th OVer 4 million reople. C.:ln'Jodia:iS nOH i:": t':"'," 

solidariL.' ~rClnt of three Indochinese countries and fighting with them agains~ t;~e 

U.S. i~perialists and ~heir flunkies. ~he United States has now extended aL0rc~~ive 
\/ar to Laos, where it is also suffering heavy defeats and i-Ihere it will find .-. t~· -.~ 

in an even :-::ore d~.ffic'...llt Situation. (ThiS talk too]< place when the flghtiJ:.C i:", 
Laos was underway',. 

A i'iester:1 reporter said i:':)nically t:-:J.t t.he 1.inited States has the technology tr:a~, ,.;:. 

send a :':ian to the r::Jon, but it lacks the technol:Jt;y to enable its soldiers to w} tI~ir?w 

!'r0m South Vi·:, :::--.:3.)"': I s jungles. Rea li ty :'as confir!7'!ed this view. 

The U.S, aggressors will certainly not defeat ,he peoples of the tr.:oee Indocr,ines! 
countries, On t:-:e contrary, they \Jill suf'fe!' fur:::er setbacks 2r.,1 be completely 
defeated. ;,'e are r:,:-> ~i:-1g for Victory. The ~lie,,::::-:.a;:;ese people have r'..ch traditions of 
unbendin,:' - ~ .:'l.:.g;:;le 2...,"1 ~ns t external a,-::,;ressors. T!":ey have score:! victories before, 
and they will win this liberation str'_~::~le as ·,.fell. 

Our greatest jo;{ is ~~") kn0' .... we have r.;an~T :~'::':!.ends in all fiVe con':::'r;ents. This lifts 
oer hea!'ts and insp'--r'~': :lS with belief in final v':'ctor~r. The fra.:-err;al socialist 
countries are givir.f; '_3 special aid, To be visited by sor::.eone fr:>~: tr.e s0cialist 
countries, as you, is to uS a visit fron the case, so to speak. ZJch of these visits 
reminds us 0:' the st:pport and aid provi:.ied by f .. aternal COt:ntr':'eS and encourages s 
to fight. 

'1'his is why. on behalf ':if tl~e Vietnam.ese People IS k:-my. I wish tQ :::c:nvey tr.rou[c. you 
our cordial thanks to the PZPR, the PQlish Governoent, all the P::;lish ;e':iple, and the 
Polish People IS Arr.led Forces for the s~pPQrt and valuable aid eiven t:J tr,e Vietnar:ese 
people in their struggle for national salvatior., against U.S. ace~essi~n, and in 
socialist construction. 

On behalf of 'J'Jr ar~.y I wish to extend (;ordial greetings and wishes to c'Jmrade minister 
of' national defense of Poland to comrad~ cr,ief of tr.e Central P'Jlitical 30ard of the 
PoliSh Ar~,~ed Forces, and to otr,er comra;les of the t-;l,>-,istry of jI,:atiotlal Defense. He 

Send our soldierly ?:reetings to all Officers, conc':"F.,--.. nissioned offic-::.rs, and soldiers 
of the fraternal Polish People IS .I\r:::ed :.orces .... 

The talk lasted over an hour. The [,eneral asked De tc tea and to have a joint 
photograph taken at thz ~ntrance of th<=: bd_ldin£ 3€fore departinz, he cord.ially 
shook my hand, H:!.shed me g:}od heali:::, ar.d drove o'!'f. "Please, forgive me, but you 
certainly know t~:at r.,any t:r[ent dut~eo; aT.~ajt :11e ir. this eonplis3ted sjtuatiori. 1I 
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