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GEN ZONG HAO REVIEWS WAR IN INTERVIEW WITR ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI
Warsaw ZOLXIERZ WOLNOCSCI 7 Apr 71 p 6 A

[Lt cel Jan Budzinski interview with Lt Gen Song Hao, chief of the Central Political
Board of the DRV Army]

[Excerpts] During his stay in Hanoi, our special reporter;, Lt Col Jan Budzinski, was
received by Lt Gen Song Hao, who answered a number of questions on the current political-
military situation in Vietnam during an informal talk. The report on this talk follows.

The general arrives. He is not very tall, has a dark complexion, and is slightly
grizzled. Like all offiers, no epaulets on his shoulders, There are Just two stars

an the red tabs of his ¢ollar. The general belongs to the old revolutionary cadre which
fought against the Japanese and French. In 1987 he was one of the first commissars or
the famous 308th Division of the Vietnamese Feople's Liberation Army which distinguished
itselr against the French on the Nam-Ha front. The general has been chief of tkra
Central Political Board since 1961 and is also a member of the Central Committee of the

The general smiles angd cordially invites me to sit by him on the settee. In keeping
with Vietnamassa customs, -ur talks begin with questions on health and impressiorz -
the couniry. Imperceptibly, it then switches to the Vietnam liberation struggle unz
the current sit:ation in Vietnam. Tre general speaks aquickly, and I can Fardly rsiiow
with my notes. Fe smiles all the time and pours out anecdotes.

When I say that some problems will have to be ignored because of secrecy, the general
recalls that Boris Polevoy, having met a platoon commander of the South Vietnam libera-
tion forece, asked him to appraise the combat Spirit eof the U.S. soldiers. As the
commander said nothing, Folevoy culckly added: "If this is a secret do not tell me."
"No. this is no secret," the commander answered. "I simply did not know what to say
because up to now I have not met with this spirit. T have met only with dead Amerisans
and those coming to us with their hands up...."

Here are the brief basice contents of Ceneral Song Fao's statement :

The Vietnamese Feople are scoring a great victory. The soldiers at the front are Tighting
well, and the industrious pecple of our nucleus are implementing their production tasks
well and are continually ready for Struggle and for all defense work. We are proud

of this, and this reaffirms ocur convinetion that our reople will score their deserved
vietory. Xo conditi~ms have been better for this than those at present,

With 15 years of the founding our party, the Vietnamese people made a revolution and
took over. Our forses Were no st then. We had a few thousand party members and few
cadrass, and our level ol education, Science, and technology was very low. All the
sam~, We won; this was possible because of the indestructible unity of our party, and
because its actions Wwere inspired by reason and courage, and the people gave it their
utmest confidence and showed the will to fight and to believe in victory.
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maﬁy other victories throughout the country. Our armed forces and people in the
past year alsoc smashed another step of the reagtlonary Nixon doctrine which has
forced Asians to kill Asians and Indochinese to kill Indochinese, Vietnamlzed the
war in South Vietnam, and intensified the U.8. war of aggression in laos, further
weakening the Nixon doctrine, plunging the Nixor e¢lique'!s strategic and taetical
(?schemes) into deeper deadlock and desfeat, and placing its forces on the defensive.

Weathering the test of actual combat, our revolutionary forces have made another stride
in thelr growth. Our armed forces have learned more lessons and improved their
tactics, strategies, and techniques, strengthening the revolutionary {7situation)

as a whole, particularly the Lao revolution. The situatlon has favored our revolution,
encouraging us to march forward to even sreater victorles.

However, obdurate and bellicose by nature, the enemy frantically continues to seek

to implement Nixon's Asian doctrine ard prolong the U.8, war of agzression in Indochina,
in laos in particular. However, our comrades officers and men of the three armed forces
branches must understand the mctto: Frerything for the front, everything for the

defeat of the U.S. imperialists ard lackeys. [words indistinet] in well-being.

We must take this ravorable opportunity to improve and strengthen our forces in all

areas, coordinate our combat techniques, strengthen internal and international solidarity,
heighten our vigilance, never urderestimate the enemy, further expand the victories,

take the initiative, overcome all cobstacles, march forward to attack the enemy more
strongly and repeatedly under all circumstances and in all battlefrcnts throughout

the country, and score even greater victories. The new year with brighter atmosphere,

new victories, and new liberated areas, [as heard] we must unite with determination

to march forward to new, great victcries, making the new year a vietorious one.

Once again,.we-pof the Bupreme Command would like to express our greetings to, and
‘confidence in our comrades.

14 April 1971
The Supreme Command of the Lao People's Liberation Army
Scuphanocuvong Greets King
PATHET LAQ NEWS AGENCY (Clandestine} -in English~0636 GMI' 15 Apr 71 D

{Text] Sam Neua April 15 (KPL)-~On behalf of the Central Committee of the Lao Patriotic
Front, and his family, Prince Souphanouvong, chalrman of the E?P.FP. Central Committee,
nas sent a message of greeting to the King of Laos on the occasion of the lao traditional
New Year,

The prince wished the king "good health so as to bring pez:z2 and happiress te the country,
which are the earnest aspirations of the Patriotic Front and entire pu:ple of Laos.”

KPL SAYS 39 VIENTIANE TROOPS DEFECT NEAR LUANG PRABANG

PATHET LAO NEWS AGENCY (Clandestine) in Englisnh 0631 GKT 15 Apr 71 3

[Text] Sam Neua April 15 (KPL)--39 soldiers of the Vientiane puppet army includini 2
company officer stationed at Pak U, northeast of Luang Prabang provincial eapital, :zn
vMarch 23, 1971, crossed over to the revolutionary side, bringing along their wearn i,

4 few days earlier, a soldler of the Vientiane puppet h8th Battalion in Huei S8ai {luong
4am Tha Province), and a non-com of a commnando company of the special forces' in the same
~ven went over to the revolutionary side, bringing aleong their weapons.,
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For 9 years cur people developed their resistance movement against the French ¢olonizers
under very difficult condltions. Our armed forces were small in number, had no fighting
experience, and lacked weapons and ammunition. True, we had many friends in the world,

but they were rfar away., In 1345-50 we fought surrounded by hostile, reactionary forces.

Despite these difficulties, the entire rarty, our peaple, and our army unitedly waged

a stubborn struggle, following a correct politieal and military line, Fighting, we
Decame ever stronger and won bigger and bigger victories, Finally, our reople defeated
the imperialist PFreneh colonizers although they boasted of the Strongest land army in
the world,

Our situation now is Guite different. We have a s5trong proletarian rarty over 1 millien
nemters, a gorract line or action, and ricech fighting experiences. We have many military,
pelitical, and economie cadres hardened through the three great revolutionary struggle.
W= Fave a strong army which has scored rany victories and gained greatly in strength,

The unity of tha rarty and peopla is now solid ang unsrakabie,

SUr country, MNorth Vietnam, which is engaged in socialist constructicn, ‘s
2ly liverated. It is a base for revolution thrsughout the country and a cirong
5 T a grest front. The entire soclalist camp, which s our strong and snduring
urport. 1is cn cvr sids, Oppressed peoples and Progressive markind are on cur side.
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All there are "hz valuable achievements left to us Oy our beloved Fresident 4o rhi Minh
after €¢ vears af revolutionary activity. With these achievements and this night, we
will certainly £ :-.11 his Sacre testament; we wilj Tight until the 1.S. A7grassars
are csaplatates defeated, we will build sozialism, znd we will worthily cortrihute &~
th: worli revoiution.

Ttz U.S5. aggresscrs are oW in a difficult Situation, whizh condemns then to defeat,
T2 again comrmitting a grave strategiz error by trying to prelong the anrressive
etnam. They are zlso committing a number of tastical errers by orarating in
terrain at tre wrong time with incorrest methaods, This is Wiy “hey suffer
defeats in clashes with our troops, although they are strenger ir. tkein raterial anc
technical resources.

Tr

w: Know that (.3, impsrialism is stubborn in its nature and will not give up easily.

We know that it kas great eccnomic and military potential, but we have a determined
will tc fizht.  We want to fight and win. We also rave thke correct tactic or struggle,
which will help us defsat cur enemy.

2 U.5. imperialists admit that they are unable to defeat the Vietrames2 people through
nilitary foree. PBut they cannot come ts terms with defeat. Altrough they are on tha
¢sing side, they want tao negetiate rrom strengts, Forced %5 withdiraw {reir Erzops, they
try fu implemert their prlars through sc-called Vietramizaticon. Trey assert that for 211
American they want tc aveid the tragic Zeath of U.3. soldiers on Vietnam's rields, ;¢
ey 2xpand the aggression to Cambodia and Laos. Implementing tre Nir:r doctrire,
Tke United States wants natives to kill natives; they want Indochiness ‘e will Indecainese.
Trney will rot succeed in this, however.

Jolnser introduced 500,000 U.5. soldiers in%s Soutir Vietrnam because the Szigon regimes
ard I%s puppet troops ceuld not marage on their cwn, Johnson's doctrine proved faulty.

Now Kizcen is irying to withdraw soma ol inis troco wvhile thinking or rrezerving a
strerg pesitise in Vietrnan, This is a vicious circle whieh W11l 1ead to the final “efeat
2 the Asericans.
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The military theory and practice of the U.5. imperialists is full of contradictions.
The United States seeks fto cut off the base [rom the freont to weaken the South Vietnam
liberation forces. In fact, in the past 6 years it has found no effective way to do
this. For over 3 years it constantly bombed the DHY and dreopped millicns of bombs.

It lost thousands of planes and many pilots, and everyone Knows the result., The U.S.
imperialists have suffered many losses in men and materiel, sulfered serious defcats in
battle, and are politiecally isolated. The rosition and authority of the United States
among capitalist countries has weakened.

Attacking Cambodia, the United States asserted that 1t wanted to end the Vietnam war
in this way. U.S. aggression was a fiasco. Now the Cambodian people have liberated
seven-teaths of their country with over 4 milliecn people. Camvodia is now i tre
solidarity “ront of three Indochinese countries and fighting with them against e
U.S. imperialists and their flunkies. T™ie United States has now cxtended aggressive
war to lLaos, where it is also sulfering heavy defeats and where it will find it5070
in an even rore Aifficult situvation. (This talk took place when the fighting in
Lass was underwar’.

A4 Western reporter said irenically fhat the United States has the technology trau cou
send a man to the moon, but it lacks the technology to enable its scldiers to withdraw
spem South Vicz=am's Jungles. FReality has conlirmed this view.

The 1.8, aggressors will certainly not defeaf the peoples of the thrree Indcchines?

countries. ©On the contrary, they will suflfer further setbacks and be completely
defeated. We are hosiing for victory. The Vietnamese people have rich traditions of
unbendiny ~irugsle a,ainst external agzressors. Trey have scored victories before,

and they will wirn this liberaticn struseie as well.

our preatest Joy is =» know we have many sriends in all five cansinents. This 1lifts
ovr hearts and inspire: us with beliel in Iinal victery. The fratarnal socialist
countries are givirg us special aid. To be visited by someone Irom the soclalist
ccuntries, as you, is to us a visit from the pase, so to speak. Zich of these visiis
reminds us of the suppert and aid provided by fraternal countries and cncourages °S$
to fight.

This is why, on behalf of the Vietnamese People's Army, I wish to zcnvey througn you
our cordial thanks to the PZPR, the Folish Government, all the Palish yeople, and the
Polish People's Armed Forces for the support and valuable aid given to the Vietnamese
people in their struggle for national salvatior, against U.S. aggression, and in
spocialist construction.

On behalf of our army I wish to extend cordial greetings and wishes to comrade minister
of national defense of Poland to comrada chisf of the Central Folitical 3Jeard of the
Polish Armed Forces, and to other comradas of the Hinistry of ¥ational Defense. Ve
send our socldisrly zsresetings to all officers, conc-mmissioned officers, and soldiers

of the fraternal Polish People's Armed forces....

The talk lasted over an hour, The general asked me te tea and to have a Joint
photozraph taken a% the entrance of the building. Befere departing, he cordially
shook my hand, wished me good Lealt!, arnd drave off. '"Pleass, forgive me, but you
certainly know that many urgent dutiss await me in this complicated situation."



