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s Under the leadership and education of the Party and
President Ho, -and through the progress of long training and
challange in the revolutionary war, our army has quickly attained
its maturity .and achieved glorious victories. Our army has
closely united with all our heroic people to fight the §rench,
expel the Japaness, lead the August Revolution to success and the
resistance to victory, defeat the French colonialist aggressors

and the U.S. interventionists and achieve the resocunding Dien

Bisn Phu victory.. Today in the great anti-U.S. national salvation
struggle, our army has together with the compatriots and

combatants throughout the country struggled very stalwartly,

achieved victories of strategic importance and cr@pﬁted very

favorable conditions for the struggle.

Our army is worthy of being an heroic army of the
herole Vietnamese people, worthy of the commandations of
beloved Uncle Hé1 - Our army is loyal to the Party, devoted to
the people, ready to fight and sacrifice for the independence
and freedom of the fatherland and for socialism, fulfills any
task, overqoniel any difficulty and defeats any enemy,

The history of the victorious and glorious struggle of
our army has proved that in the protracted revolutionary
struggle, fighting along with construction is a law of development
of our army. 1 : :

With respect to our country -- which is not very large
and not very populated -- to defeat the imperialist aggressors
who have large forces with modern weapons and techniques,
we must resort to the combined strenfth of the people's war
in which the People's whrmy with very high combat quality must
play the core role.. In the building of the people's armed
forces, we must always attach great consideration to the
question of the army's quality. _In_the old days, our ancestors
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attached great importance to using seasoned troops to fight
the enemy who had larger forces. Trin Qudoc Tuin [13th
Lentury hero] said: ''In the army, quality is the Wmost
important factor. The number does not count." In the present
day in the revolutionary war, our army must have a determined
strength and at the same time must have'very high quality.

The war is the confrontation of ‘strength between our forces

and the enemy forces. ' Its constant development Tequires

that we exert great efforts, at every phase of its development,
to make outstanding steps forward, and to be strong to defeat
the enemy. The subjective efforts on the basis of objective
conditions must certainly be a factor that strongly influences
the process of the development of the war, and that determines
the victory or defept in the war. Through 27 years of continuocus
struggle and victories, our army has become stronger than -
ever. We have great strength composed of three categories

of troops. Our army has a high political consciousness, very
beautiful revolutionary traditions, an increasingly improved
material and technical basis, good combat forms and methods
and rich experiences in combat. Today all army branches

and services are equipped with modern weapons and war means,

- We have a strong, loyal and experienced body of cadres and

an army of strong and young combatmnts who make quick
progress,who are ecager to fight the enemy and #Hw are brave
and intelligent. These are the manifestations of high combat
quality and at the same time comstitute favorable conditions for
constantlly heightening this combat quality. -

Cur army's combat strength is the combined strength
of the revolution, the political consciousness, the fighting spirit
and the discipline of the cadres and combatants, the leadership,
command and organizational capability of the cadres, the combat
technique and tactics, the organization and equipment, and the
way of managing and maintaining the troops. In the improvement
of combat quality, we must attach importance to various
aspects such as the building of men and the community and
the close coordination between ideology and organization,
discipline and democracy and technique and tactics. The
requirement for an improvement of the quality in an overall
manner must be based on the task of building the Party's
armed forces and on the revolution's political and military tasks
which requixthat we must have a strong army to defeat all
enemies and fulfill all tasks. The process of maturity of




our army is the process of constant struggle to improve

the quality in all aspects: in combat and construction, on the
forefronts and in:the rear bases, in the three categories
of troops, -in all armed services and .branches and in all

- agencies and gchools. T

Y

invincible power, -

munt,.,cpntinually_‘;mengtheﬁ cur army's. revolutionary nature,
using the heightening of its political level as a foundation for
fulfilling the task of building our army in all other fields.

We must be constantly imbued with the view that the Party
must exercise absolute, comprehensive and direct leadershi
over the army, widely develop the education of the Party's
political and military lines inside the army, comstantly streamline
Party organizations of 'all echelons and strengthen comradeship
inside the army and .the bloodsealed relationship between the
army and the people. Thia is the beautiful revolutionary nature
and tradition of our army, It is also the source of our army's

~To improve our army's combat quality, first of all we ﬁ

Our army is a shock army of all our people on the armed -
struggle front. - It is also 2 fool of revoluthwmary violence in
charge of achieving and safeguarding the power, achieving
national independence and freedom and struggling for the sake
of socialism and our intermational obligation. Our army muts
have a high level of political enlightenment; it rmust be bound-
lessly loyal to the revblution.and constantly worthy of the
canfidence of the Party and people. The fighting spisit iz one -
of the most important factors of our army's fighting power.

In order to collaborate with all our people in fulfilling the
historic mission of defeating the U.S. aggressors -- the top
imperialists who have a very reactionary nature, many wicked
plots and tricks and great economic and military potential .-

our army must have high fighting qualities; it must be strong
encugh to overcome all challenges. First of all it must have
firm political qualities and 4 fight well, \

To heighten the fighting spirit of our army, first of all
we must help all its cadres and combatants strongly develop
thelr intense patriotism, be imbued with the bloodsealed north-
south love and heighten their proletarian internationalist spirit,




Our patriotlsm -means love for independence, freedom, -
democracy, natioaal unification and socialism. But thig _
patriotism must be based on'a deep and flhim consciousness

- of the new class because only through adopting the proletariat's
 stand will we be able to build a thorough revolutionary spirit

- and & determination’to struggle against all oppressive and exploi-
'tiz'-.’\fégim'es}i-“ ~This patriotism ia the result of an association
between the  spirit ‘of independence,. the sense of democracy

"

‘and the bloodsealed north-south love and the task of defendn
the North, -liberating the South, unifying the country and

_ constructing socialism, The Vietnamese people are indivisible.
Viet-Nam is indivisible, Southern compatriots are members
of the big Vietnamese family. Rivers can run dry, mountains
can erode but this truth remains unchanged: as long as the
fouth is invaded by the U.S. aggressors and as long as even
one inch of Vietnamese territory has not been liberated, we .
will continue to fight, - The will to liberate the $outh, ‘unify the
country and build socialism is the common will of all our people
and is the "nothing is more precious than independence and '
freedom' and "we would rather lose everything than become
slaves” will. We must closely associate genuine patriotism
and noble proletarian internationalism, o

- Our people's resiatance war is of great, international
significance: it is closely related with the struggle of the
fraternal Lao and Cambodian people and makes worthy  contribu-
tions to the common struggle of all the revolutionary people
the world over against the U.S. imperialist aggressors.

Thus never have patriotism and international feelings heen so
closely associated in the mind of each Vietnamese as they are
today. '

To heighten our army's fighting spirit we must constantly
educate our cadres and combatants in order to improve their
revolutionary ideal. This revolutionary ideal is the objective
of the struggle of all revolutionary combatants, their sacret
responeibility and the power that encourages and guides all their
enlightened, voluntary and resolute actions. Our-idehl is to
live and fight for independence, freedom, national unification,
socialism and communism. These are the highest, crowning,
most enduring and greatest interests of our people. Thege are
also the problems that are closely connected with the
glorious future and happy life of all of us, The objective




- of the life of each oi our cadres or cmnba.tut- is to fight
. to the end for this noble ideal. We understand well that the
anti-U.S. natiomal resistance 1s the present most sacred
and urgent task.of all our pecple throughout the country.
/ - It is for this roason that we have the courags and streagth
K to ﬁght peruverlngly and m;ntﬂ toul vlctory.

In heightening our - nrmy' fighting lplrlt. we must
encourage all the troops to vigorously develop revolutionary
heroism and translate their noble ideals into revolutionary action
in all fields: combat, construction, work and study. The
vigorousy development of revolutionary herofsm is the
glorious result o{ the leadership and education by the Party
and President H6 and also the high development of our peoplo'
stalwart, indomitable tradition and our VPA's - .glorious
characteristics and tradition. It is the crystallization of our
splendid valor, intelligence, creativeness, the spirit of
coordinating action in scoring collective achievements and
creating capabilities for achieving high combat efficiency and
great work outpnt. The brilliant exapples -- for instance

& heroine L& Thi Hong Gam\)&neld high the offensive spirit ,¢s
loyalty and unsubmissiveness and lived bravely and died
gloricusly; hero 1.6 Ma Ludng who has devoted all his youthfpl
enthusiasm to fighting for the revolutionary ideal, fighting well
and annihilating many enemy troops; and numerous glorious
‘achieverments of the heroes and heroic units of the people's
armed forces in both zones of the country -- are vivid pictures
representing the new abundant development of the Vietnamese
revolutionary heroism. :

Heightening the army's fighting spirit is also the process
of educating our cadres and soldiers about the revolutionary
tasks and the situation and taskse of the army so that they may
understand the requirements, resolutely make outstanding
efforts, hold high their determination to fight and win, and,
together with the entire people, persist in and push forward
the anti-U.S, naticnal salvation resistance until total victory.

In order to heighten the army's fighting spirit, an
extremely important factor is the sense of organization and the /
spirit of conforming to discipline. Therefore, cadres and ~
commanders of our army units must conatantly educate our




troops and improve their digeipline,

) Our army's discipline fully refiects the political )
‘characteristic and the fine concept and organizational principles

of & new army of the working clase. It is self-imposed

discipline that is based on the revolutionary characteristic }
of the working class, the Marxist-Leninist ideas, the political
enlightenment, the thorough knowledge of the Party's

policies and:the unanimity between cadres and soldiers,

between the higher and lower echelons and between the troopa

and people and which uses democracy as a printiple in

organizing activilcs. It is the gepuine iron discipline that

no army of the exploiting classes can possess.

The’-aé:jxse of _6rgan.iiation and discipline of our army is-
manifested by thq_ Ioﬂowlng basic relations:

< Dnty'towgrd the Party -- The attitude of our cadres and l ( .
soldiers toward the Party is the most concentrated manifestation
and the most basic political requirement of the army's discipline,
Ideologically and organizationally, cur army must absoluteky B)'
obey the Party's leadership and consider it as the supreme
principle .governing our activities. All our cadres and soldiers
have clearly understood that the- FParty is the staff of the
revolution, 'the vanguard of the working class and the fighter
bringing about happiness and looking after the interestSof the
people, Therefore our army has been extremely loyal to the
Party's revolutionary undertaking, has always considered the
Party's political tasks as a struggle objective and has stood
ready to sacrifice itwelf in order to successfully fulfill all taske
entrusted to it by the Party. Our army has trained itself
in line with the Party's concept and organizational principles,

thus making the army conform the revolutionary
characteristic of the working class, the army's spirit and
action confeom the requirement of the Party's revolutionary

and political tasks, the army's fighting and working performances
conform to the Party's revolutionary style and the soldiers
conform to the nature of the working clase vanguard. Our

army is absolutely confident in the Party's leadership, closely
unites around the Party Central Committee and the Party
committees of all echelons and is determined to successfully
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carry out all policies, instructions and resolutions of the
Party. To train our strict discipline we must first of all
improve our sense of obeying the Party's leadership and
strictly implement all policies of the Party.

. Duty toward the state -- Cur army is one of the core
elements of our proletarian dictatorial state, OCur cadres and
fighters have the duty to respect and defend the state and
observe its law in order to safeguard the fruit of the revolution,
the masses, the worker-peasant class and ¥four own sacrifices.
We must consider the consolidation and strengthening of unity
between the army and various state organs to be a fundamental
political requirement of military discipline because jit is a
manifes tigf'"of the unanimity in the poljtical and in
the ﬂ’éﬁ?} of the classgy, peopld;-s.' and fatherland™p-interentad-
as well as a source of strength for our state aJ(d army.
Therefore our cadres and fighters have always shown respect
for and protected. the revolutionary administration, have stood
united with the state organs and have strictly implemented
the state's policies and lines. :

Duty toward the people -- Our army vomes from the
pecple, serves their. interests and relies on them to fight the
enemy. The endless strength of our army is credited to its
close relations with the peopls, Our army can only become
powerful with the boundless love and support of the people.
Therefore when building and strengthening military discipline
it is necessary to build and strengthen the masses' discipline;
that is, to promote the unity between our combatants and
the people, a very important condition for increasing our army's
combat strength,

Educated by our Party and President Ho, our combatants

have wholeheartedly served the people. We love, resmext,

help and protect the people. We humbly try to learn from
themmn and have always stood united with them in combat and
roduction. Wae strictly observe the masses' discipline and act
in accordance with the 10 honor oathe and the 12 points &

of our military discipline*' As a result re‘lﬁ&g between the
army and people have become as close as between fish and
water. Our combatants and people are united in a great solidarity
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bloc that no enemy force cmn divide and no difficulty can
shake. Our combatants have always been respected, loved
and cared for by the people in production, combat and work,

Duty toward our comrades in arms -- Two relations sL
exist in our army: between the comrades themsslves and ‘
between commanders and subordinates, that is, between higher
and lower echelons, between cadres and combatants, ‘These
two relations are being constantly strengthened and consolidated,
We consider comradeship the basis for the relationship
between military men, between commanders and subordinates,
between higher and lower echelons and between cadres and
combatants, These two relations are being constantly
strengthened and consolidated. We consider comradeship
the basis for the relationship between military #men and the
love of those revolutionary men who are attached to each
other by the sacred mission to devote their lives to serving
the revolutionary undertaking of the Party and people. Our
cadres and combatants stand united with each other, show
mutual love, share woe and weal and coordinate action in
combat and work. They are always ready to assume the
heaviest tasks and help each other fulfill their missions. In
difficult situations as well as in victorious positions they
always show good comradeship, Although we hold different
positions and have different ranks, w'e are all politically
equal. We all have a high sense of democracy and collective
mastership. We all possess a good sense of responsibility
and an accurate spirit of criticism and self-criticism.

Let us respect and help each other so we can make progress
and fulfill our migsion. At the same time, because the
army is an organized and disciplined military collective,

/ we must pay equal attention to the relationship between

A comrades and {la# between commanders and subordinates.

Leading organs and leading cadres are organs and ‘officials in
charge of implementing the Party's policies and lines and of 1
realizing the mission of the revolution and army. ‘Therefore
our cadres and combMhnts always respect and obey their
commanders. Faced with challenges and difficulties, we all
stand ready to sacrifice everything to fulfill cur mission and
satisfactorily implement combat orders. We are&determined to
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overcome all obstacles to fulfill our mission and to strictly
observe the army's regulations, laws, systems and discipline.
The correct settlement ‘of these two internal relations has
/ contributed toward further developing our army's strength
A and 'determi to fight and win" tradition.

Attitude toward the enemy--The enemy of our army k(

s the enemy of our people. That is why our cadres and

~ combatants have a definite and clear-cut attitude toward the
enemy: deeply hatlng him and resolutely fighting him in order
to annihilate him with & firm fighting will, an unsubmissive
spirit ‘and heroic courage. In combat our cadres an .
combatants have manifested their herolsm and m%hey
always advance and never retreat. When the man in front
falls down those behind enthusiastically advance to replace \
him. They are determined to fight and fight until total victory.
When they are not ln combat our cadres and combatants are
constantly vigilant against any enemy, ready to frustrate all
his sabotage plots and resolutely protect the revolutionary
achiesvements. Aps a revolutionary army fighting for a just
cause, our army has a humanitarian attitude toward the ene my
who has put down his weapons and surrendered. Our cadres and
combatants have coastantly and strictly lmplemented the Party's
policy toward POW's and surrendered enemy troops. This
policy and this attitude have greatly influenced the enemy's
fighting spirit and helped those who have been fattered lato
joining or have been forced to join the ememy army realize the
humanitarian feelings and just cause of our army, niirture hatred
for aggressive wars and for thelr mercenaries' life and return to
the people and the revolution.

The good manifestations of the above five relations
prove that our army has constantly developed its re volutionary et
’\/Q nature and traditions and strictly maintained disclpline, thus enhang-
¢ing Its power in order to defeat all Its enemiee.

Presldent HO taught us that "discipline is the strength
of our army.'" Imbued with this teaching, we must constantly
strengthen military discipline In order to cope with any development
of our army and revolutionary tasks.

We must thoroughly understand the significance and goal
of disclpline because organized and disciplined activities are
rules of activities of soclety and coliectives and are conditiona for




allotting work and coordinating activities In soclety and in a
revolutionary organisation. Social activities are organized ones,
therefore there must be principles, regulations and norms to
shackle members to form a bloc and guide, assign and coordinate
every act in order to realize a goal that is discipline. Thus
discipline is the string that links members of an organization

and the element that concentrates everyone's capability into a
common force and a unified action so as to bring the organization's
strength into full play. If discipline is weak, organization is i
loose; without discipline, organization disintegrates. Organization \
requires discipline. In order to build a strong organization

it is necessary to firmly consolidate its discipline. Therefore

& party must have its bylaws, a state its legal system and an

army its rules. Particularly coacerning an army we must see
more clearly.that discipline is of extreme importance.

Discipline is an important factor in creating atrength
to fulflll tasks. It is a condition for using and organlzing forces,
skills and intellect, allotting work, coordinating actions and
building and using material and technical bases and equipment
of the army, Discipline reflects an army's revolutionary
nature and each cadre's and combatmts stand, class viewpoint,
level of revolutionary awareness, responsibility spirit, morale
and personality. Without discipline an army cannot have
internal unity and unite the army and people and cannot have
the strength to defeat the ené¢my. \

For this reason we must permanently strengthen the
educational task and Lnculcate strict self-conscious discipline in
the entire army. We must further develop our fighting guality
and achieve progress in strengthening discipline and in
effecting a change in the self-conscious sense of enforcing
discipline among the cadres and combatants and in strictly
controlling enforeement of discipline. In order to educata
the cadres and comkiatants and to Inculcate the sense of discipline
in them, it is necessary to develop democracy and use it as a
basis for bullding discipline; only In this way can discipline be \
firm and not deviate from the right directlon. Our army is a
revolutionary army imbued with both democracy and strict
discipline. The army's discipline is the discipline of the cadres
and combalﬂeh who have the same goals and idesls and who




williagly and self-consciously enforce this discipline in order
to.unify their determination and action. We use democracy

and diacipline to {nwsure unified solidarity and to create

strength necessary to: fulfill our duties. We regard democracy
-as & princlple for polltlcal and orgnnintloul activities and

a measurs” for ‘pelitical aad ldeologlcal education so as to~
helghten .our revolutloury consciousness. and to gulde and.

. control the enfonomcut of. discipline. KExperience has shown that
ths. more: dernoerl.cy is denloped. the more iaternal solidarity
will be consclidated and the more strict diwcipline will be.

The higher the revolutionary consciousness, the more united and
slnglemlnded the cadres and combatants at high and low levels
will be, and, at the same time, this revolutionary heroism

will help us acquire the sense of voluntariness and self-conscious-
ness, necessary for enforcing dlscipline in a more serious and
strict ma.nner. :

We must develop democracy in many aspects, but we
must coacentrate mestly on developing the revolutionary self-
consclousness of the cadres and combatants In acqulring a high
sense of discipline In order to fulfill thelr dutles; on upholding
the sense of respoasibility and collective mastershlp among
the cadres and combatAgts with regard to the building and
combat activities of their units, as well as the control of
discipline enforcoement; on exercising political equality between
cadres and combatants and between high and low echelons; on
consolldating the relationship of unity, which is that the cadres
love the combatants and that the combatants respect and obey
the cadres, The development of democracy must be carried out
along with the building of the sense of prineclple and cloae !
organization in order to satisfactorlly exercise democracy and
enforce strict discipline,

Lenin sald: '"The army must pouueu the most strict

* discipline which must be enforced not through whipping, but

on the basis of conaclousness, loyalty and the spirit of
sacrifice of the workers and peasants themselves'' (Lenin,
Complete Works, Volume 29, page 225), Therefore we must
intensively proselyts and educate all cadres and combatants and
make them self-consclously acquire a high sense of discipline.
It is necessary to repsatedly educate the cadres and combatants
at all times and in 2ll places and to educate them in actual



fighting and in everyday work., The cadres must educate the
combatants and the masses must educate themselves. It is
nacessary to motivate the people to educate and help the

combat troops enforce discipline and control discipline

enforcement. ‘ -

The cadres and combatants must sericusly train
themselves, must heighten the sense of responsibility, must
be advanced in the ideological field and mmst be exemplary
in all domains, <Cadres at all levels, especially medium and
high-level cadres and leading cadres, must be severe toward
themselves in order to set examples for lower levels. Party
members must set examples for the masses and the agencies
must set examples for units. It is necessary to possess high
determination and correct measures, not te be formal and
mschanical and not to control discipline enforcement in a
perfunctory manaer,

We must actively inspect the cadres and combatante
and urge and guilde them in enforcing and strictly maintaining
discipline.

it is necessary to carry out the reward and punishment
system. Rewards must be made in time and in 2 manner to set
examples. ' Punishments must also be carried out in time so as
to produce educational effects. It is necessary to firmly grasp
the direction of mainly concentrating on praising good examples,
developing positive factors and on eliminating passive, back-
ward factors. '

_ It is necessary to closely combine the ideological and
organizational tasks and to link the educational and persuasive
talks with the task of training and carrying out strict supervision,
which means that the ‘etiucational task must be performed
along with the educational and guidance tasks and the organization
of the strict fulflllment of tasks.

To strengthen the educational task and heighten the
political level and to reinforce the measures to organize and
control discipline enforcement are the two tasks to be carried
out simultaneously and to be combined closely, This is the
relationship between democracy and discipline and between
gself-consciousness and the requirements to be met and is also
the method of bullding and consolidating the diascipline of a
revolutionary army. :
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To increase the i'trﬁngth' of the army it is neceesary that
we build steadfast political bases while endeavoring to improve the
technical and tactical skills of our armed forces. :

Todefeatthe @ncni%ebﬁih;s=:a,:'-med_jforj:'en must have

not only a ‘stalwart combat determination but also good fighting
methods. '_‘For'ggd'by the war, our armed forces have gained

many valuable ‘experiences. - J s -the war ‘develops our armed 7<
forces mu__st'pounil:,;':q:{pia";'ip;iprove'd?flg'htlng-'tn.thods-.and ' _
achieve better combat ¢oordination between. various armed services, \
Therefore it is.necespary to take positive measures to solve the
problem of incressing the leadership and organisational abilities

of our cadres and of improving the technical asd tactical skills

of our combatants so they can keep up with the development of

the situation. ' Tl ‘

The improvement of .the leadership and organizational
abllities of cadres ie a' very lmportant content of our army's
Preseat efforts to helghten the quality of its cadres. To improve
the quality of cadres ls to turn cadres iato well qualified mea
with good ethics, . We attach much importance to the develop-
ment of ethice Hoc'_a.up_e_-‘,.wq. know that ethics are the nature of
revolutionary cadres and a steadfast basis for developing their
abilities. However, cadres who have good ethics but who do
not possess good leadership and organizational abilities cannot
become ‘members of a revolutionary army. The war requires that \\
our military cadres possess [ncreasingly better leadership and
organizational abllities, All ‘our military cadres must possess
Bood ethics and abilities in order to fulfill their missions,

Und_ei‘golng-mqny' years of hard training and fierce
challenges -our militery cadres have gained many valuable
experiences in leadership, organization and command, have
.ntisfactdrﬂy fulfilled all tnissions entrusted, have worthily
contributed toward bullding a powerful army, have rapidly
matured and have gons from one victory to another. We are
very proud of our achlevements.. However, compared with the
requirements of the revolutionary and military tasks, it is necessary
that our cadres make more efforts to improve themselves in all
flelds. . To meet these requirements, it is necessary that our
cadres endeavor to study and train themselves so they can have
the capabilities te satisfactorily Ffulfiil all missions entrusted and
worthily contribute toward helping higher echelons exert command
and leadership while gulding lower echelons in implementing all
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pollclg;{. and'llﬁoq, _The abilities of our cadres must be reflected
in the victories amnd fulfillment of ali missions by thelr uaits,

. The development of the abilities of cadres aims at
making all political, military and technical cadres possess good
‘leadership and organizatlonal abilities so.they can effectively
guide thelr units,. It-is necessary that we seek every means to
~ motivate and encourage all our cadres to ovércome all -
difficulties and hardships and make great. efforts to increasingly
improve their leadsrshlp, organizational, professionsl and
technical abllities; L '

Along with endeavoring to increase the quality of our
cadres, it is necessary that we make efforts to enhance our
combatants' morale and Increasingly improve their technical
and tactical skills.. Manpower and war equipment are two
factors that form an army. However, in a revolutionary army,
man must possess high political. enlightdment and must know
how to-use and be master of the war equipment, If we do not
have men with high political enlightéknent we cannot form a
revolutlonary army. If we do not possess equipment and
technlques and do not know how to use them we cannot form
an army, or if we form one It cannot fight well. Lenin once
said:. In the final analysis, the victory of any war is the fruit

_ \/ of the moralg of the masses who shgd blood on the battlefront

tex” VK {jalk at the @gnlarged Conference ofwo ers and Red Rymy

|/)< ldiers of the ?Bomtulmonovskia glon, 1920). Tt is a
stupld, even a driminal act If an army ls not prepared to
understand combat maneuvers, weapons and war means that the
\X enemy possesses or may possess. (Lenin, Complete Works,

Volume 31, Russian version, Natlonal Printing House, Moscow,
4th edition, 1950, page 76)

The military strength of the three categories of troops
of our people's armed forces is created by the combined uase
of rudimentary and modern weapons. To fully develop this
strength it is necessary to possess good knowledge of the use
of both rudimentary and modern techniques, of which the improvement
of the knowledge of the use ' of modern weapons constitutes a
very important, urgent need, especially for our regular forces.
The more modernized war becomesa and the more refined weapons
and techniques man invente, the greater the need to possess good
scientific and milltary knowledge of the use of these modern
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weapons and war means. Oaly by so doing.can we effectively
develop their effects and achieve high combat output. There-
fore to be master af modern weapons and techalques it is >
necessary that we develop the revolutionary spirit and
determination to fight and motivate all our combatants to
endeavor to study aud improve their sclieatifle and technlcal
knowledge of the vse of ‘this' modern equipment. so. they can

effectively develop their effect in combat. To be master of
\45( modern weapons and equipment means to know how to wppro~ val Y
\/o,t‘prrla.telym fully develop their effectiveness in accordance
with the fighting methods of the people's war and enhance the
decisive role of man in the war. -

v X

To Inc¢rease the troops' combat capacity it Is necessary

to rajse thelr tactical level and properly solve the relationship

\/)C between techniques and tactics. Good weapons are not enoughg
~/ there must also be good fig hting méthods to win the battle. ‘

The "effectiveness of weapons and techniques cannot be separated

from the tactical requiremients. In our milltery art, tactice

are very important. ' Our people's. war tactica have been

developing in all ‘aspects and very effective offensive moves

are avallable.” ¥or this reason all units in our people's

armed forces must hold fast to and skillfully apply the tactics

of the three troop categories. . They- must fight well in

1solated attacks ms well-as: in major attacke i#0 as to be able

to achieve coordinatjon of minor, medium and major attacks

on all types of texrain and fulfill their combat task under all

circumsatances. o :

To increase the combat quality of our armed forces \
we must also preperly carry out management &f troops, ;
Troop management is one of the essential duties of

- commanders. A good commander must properly organize,
train and use his troops. Troop management includes
management of people and material and technical means. To
properly carry out this task is to directly contribute to
developing the armed forces' combat' strength,

To properly manage troops our cadres must first
understand the line and guidelines concerning the building of
‘the army. They must properly understand and implement the
managerial principles of a revolutionary army, maintain and
develop our armed forces' beautiful traditions and seriously
and fully meet these requirements: achieve internal solidarity




of weapons and meane. In insuring good technology it is
Deéceasary to pay special attention to developing the sense of
Ttsponsibility in agencies and to making the specialized
cadres satisfactorily meintain and repair equipment, weapons
and means and inspect their quality. Conceraing the army's
material equipment, weapons and techuical means co#itute the
most important part and cadres at all levels must clearly
know the characteristics and effect of the weapons in their
units in order to use them properly and to fully develop the
charactaristics and effect of their weapons and equipment.

To manage the combat units and the material and technical
bases satisfactorily is aimed at developing the army's strength
in order to defeat the enemy and fulfill all tasks; it is
therefore necessary to satisfactorily carry this out in all the
three troop categorias in combat, in construction and in the
units on the frontline as well as in the units in the rear,

By constantly heightening our combat determination,
by intensively educating ourselves and heightening our sense
of organization and discipline and by endeavoring to heighten
the cadres’ leadershlp and command level and the combat troops’
techaical and tactlcal level, along with streamlining our
organization, lmp_rdvlng our equipment and carrying out more
satisfactorily the management of troop feeding and the manage -
ment of material and technical bases, we wlll certainly succeed
in further heightening the army's quality and in achieving high
combat efficiency In order to win even greater victorles,

In order to cope with the development of the war and our
combat dutles our army will constantly improve its quality
in all flelds and meet ‘the requirement that the more it fights, the
stronger it becomes and the stronger It is, the greater battles
it will fight and the greater victories it will win,

In our anti<U.S. national salvation task we are facing a
very favorable situation. Through their protracted and hard
fight our armed forces and people have successively doomed
many strategic plans of the U.S. imperialists and have gradually
changed the balance of forces hetween ths two sides on the
battlefield to our increasingly greater advantage.




and unity of minds, observe seli-imposed, strict discipline,
thriftily build the army, undertake disciplined spiritual and
material -activities, fight well, manifest a high spirit of
combat readiness and outatandingly fulfill all duties.

-~ We must constantly strengthen the siagl¢mindedness and
solidarity between cadres and combatants and between upper and
lower echelons because” this is a source of invincible ‘strength
with which to defsst the enemy and also a preclous tradition of
our armed forces. . The cadres' mass viewpolant must be
constantly strengthened, They muat display exemplary behavior,
take care of the lower echelons.and combatants, strengthen
comradeship and build eteadfast internal relations.

Qur armed forces, with their long-standing combat
history, their geod revolutionary nature and their numerous
armed branches and services, have developed vigorously and
have coordinated their operations in several aspects and
localities. Troop management must help develop our armed
forces' internal solidarity and singlemindedness and must
insure that they are highly concentrated and unified and
closely organized, The .promulgation of orders, regulations,
systems and rules is aimed at meeting these requirements.
Management of troops is also a task of organizing and
controlling the implementation of regulations and rules. Proper
management of troops must' result in the fact that they are
always ready to fight and can move quickly, fight well and
fulfill all tasks outstandingly. So all commanding and leading
cadres must constastly hold fast to the mumerical strength,
quality, thoughts and organization of troops and the material
and technical bases.- . '

The management of troops embraces many aspects:
political and ideological management, management of the
activities and actions of units, disciplinary management,

- technical managsment and management of equipment and
materials.. All these aspects are cloaely corredkated and
fone of them can be disregarded. At present illﬁmlt- muat
further improve the troops' material and spiritual life,
especially during successive operations and combat,- During
combat and during the movement of troops the troop mess often
encounters many difficulties, and this requires that our troops




possess vigorous, tenacious health to fulfill thelr tasks. For
this reason the troop mess and prevention of disease in
combat and during military Ooperations are very important in
management of troops. To promote a better material and
spiritual life in the units the leading and commanding cadres
must properly organize housing and eating, arrange time and
coordinate combat, labor and relaxation to create conditions
for our troops to take care of themselves, enjoy recreation
and engage in cultural, literary and artistic activities in a
joyful and healthy manner. To insure that our troops have
good, clean and sufficient food our cadres must personally
daily observe and control the transportation of food, the
cooking and processing of food, the mess personnel’'s service
spirit, the financial operations, the boosting of production,
sanitation and disease prevention activitivrs and the care of sick
soldiers. It is necessary to improve the mess task, develop
cultural, gymnastic and sports activities and organize the read-
ing of newspapers and listening to the radio in order to make
our troops' spiritual life more joyfulf and enthusiastic.

The management of the army's material and technical
bases is a very important task., Our army now possesses
very great and modern material and technlcal bases. Thig is
a very lmportant condition for improving the army's combat
strength, We must satisfactorily maintain these material and
technical bases and use them properly to develop the army's
strength fully,

In order to manage the material and technical bases

satisfactorily it is necessary to closely combine the ideological

and organizational tasks and insure good technology. In carrying

out the ideological tagk it is necessary to inculcate the sense of o
/ responsibility and the consciousness of organization and disclpﬁ.‘.—uz @Lm-
RQU& Hésa in the cadres, heighten the sense of disclpline enforcement

among the combatants in protecting the army's property,

heighten the consciousness of protecting public property,

thriftlly build the army and combat waste and corruption. In

carrying out the organizational task it is necesgary to control,

urge and guide the implementation of various systems and

regulations regarding the management of property and mafatenance




Bince atarting their aggressive war in our country
the U.5. imperialists have repeatedly concentrated efforts on
seeking -to creats military superiority in an attempt to rapidly
doom our people’s resistance; but every-time they concentrated
their efforts they experienced increasingly heavier setbacks.

When starting the 'special war" strategy the Americans |
hurriedly strengthened thelr forces in all fields, increased the
number of puppet troops and poured in more money and

h/equlpment in ap attempt to create,a stropg posture and
annihilate the Southern eration ‘armed forces. But right at

' the moment the“_&u.thorn' beration regular army was formed and
when it did not yet possess many large braaches and technicel
services, the U.S, -puppets were dealt heavy, annihilating blows,
From Ap Bac to Binh Gla, Ba Gia and Dong Xoal, the U.S. -
puppets were. dealt strong blows by the liberation regular army,
The U.S. '"special war" strategy failed,

When shifting. to the "local war" strategy, in only a short
period of time the Americans massively sent their most seasoned
armi¢s to the southera part of our country, aimed at changing the
balance of forces on the battlefield to their advantage. They
have simultanecously waged two wars in both parts of our country~~
one on the ground and one in the air--in order to materialize
their aggressive scheme, '

- This was ths unprecedentedly great limited war in the
U.S5. imperialists’' history of aggression. It was the peak of
the U.S. strength in the process of the war of aggression in
Viet-Nam. But U.S. iron and steel could not pierce the brass
, fortress of Viet-Nam, The U.S. strategy was triumphed over by
the revolutionary war strategy. The U.S. Ar orces were
inferior to the Vietnamese people's armed forces. After over-
coming the ordeal of extremely heroic and stalwart fighting,
our people scored very glorious exploits. The Morth complately
defeated the U.S, aggressors’ war of destruction while, the
South launched-a surprise utraﬁegic attack in the early apring
of Mau Thig,. rocking the United States and causing the U.S,
Ximperialistu ‘to go downghill.

With the special war strategy, the war of destruction
strategy and the limited war strategy basically bankrupting them,
the U.S5. imperialists, trying to extricate themselves from their
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/deadlock and defeat, have given birth to a new strategy called
ide-Americanizatior Vietnamization" and the so-called Nixon

ctrine. But this new strategy is experiencing the same tragic
defeat es the previeus strategies, _ -

The U.S. military defeat in the war of aggression against
" Viet-Nam is very obvious, The U.S. political defeat is ever
heavier. The colonialist and aggressive U.S, face ls exposed
with horrible crimes. The puppet Seigon administration is
obviously a group of lackeys in the U.S., pay, who serve the
Amerlcans, who are politically isolated and who are weakening
seriously,

Our people's resistance struggle, shining with the just
cause and recording resounding victories has encouraged the
American people to struggle resoiutely agalnst the U, S,
authorities’' poliey of prolonging the war of aggression.

On the international plane, although the U,S. authorities
have actively and frantically carrled out diplomatic activities,
they are lsolated.

Because of the heavy military and political setbacks
in the war of aggression In Viet-Nam and of the defeats In
the war of aggression in Laos and Cambodia the U.S.
imperialists are facing difficulties on all fronts--military,
political, diplomatic, economic and financiale-both at home
and abroad. These numerous difficulties are the result of the
repeated defeats and are factors in causing the Americans to
suffer new defeats.

The great victokles our armed forces and people have
won are laylng a firm foundation and creating new favorable
- conditions for advancing to win still greater victories and
‘eventually final victory.

Our people's political and military forces are growing
strong. The political forces of the majority of the masses
are very powerful and are secasoned in struggle, They have
been developed strongly in the mountain and jungle areas, in
the countryside and in the urban centers. The people's war
in the localities is mow in the flush of development. The
regular liberation forces have accumulated much experience
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in launching large-scale attacks and in fighting battles involving
many armed branches. They have won many victories and
have matured quickly, '

The antl-U.S, national salvation resistance struggle
of our people as well as of the Lao and Khmer people has
always enjoyed the sympathy, support and great assistance of
the fraternal soclalist couatries, the world revelutionary
movement, all progressive mankind, the American people
and the three revolutionary streams of the era. This great
encouragement is further increasing the fighting strength of
our people and of the Lao and Khmer people who are struggling
enthusiastically against the U.S. impetialist aggressors.

Cur people's anti-U.S. national salvation struggle ls
gathering momentum. The great victories in the recent past
are becoming a new strength. We are now in an offensive
and victorious position and are on the advance, whereas the
enemy is passive and defeated and is on the decline. Bringing
into full play our advantages and overcoming all ordeals, our
armed forces and people are determined to win new and even
greater victories.

The Nixon clique, though heavily defeated, is still
striving to resist our struggle in order to save itself from
defeat, The clique is concentrating on seeking every means
possible to extricate itself from its defeat aad deadlock in
order to continue carrying out its aggressive scheme,

The U.S. aggressors are still subjective, even though they
are in a predicament., Therefore they continue to plunge iato
military advertures, Our armed forces and people must be
vigilant and must realize that our struggle will coatinue to be
difficult and flerce and that we must overcome all ordesls and
resolutely advance to win new victories.

This situation and these tasks require that we make
enormouus and continuous efforts to constantly tip the balance
of power to our advantage. This is a process of hard
struggle, relentless offensives and coatinually bullding up and
developing the forces and Increasing the combined strength of
the revolutionary war in order to win repeated victories.

The rule of our revolutionary war and resistance in
combat must go along with construction, and the more we
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>( On the great fronqllna the&uthern armed forces and
peoplt are vigorously developing their active position, staging
relentless attacks against the enemy on all battlefronts, combin-
ing big battles with medium and small battles, coordinating
offensives with uprisings and intensifying their activities in
all three strategic areas, creating favorable coaditions for
greater achlevements,

In the vast rear base our armed forces and pecple

are closely combining production with combat. For the sake
}(J of their kith-and-kin JBouthern compatriots and for the sake

of thelr sacred international duty they are making effort to

bulld socialism, stand combat ready, assiet the frontline in

all respects and actively build the armed forces and consolidate

our economic and national defense potential. Our armed forces,

actively improving thelr combat skills, are determined to

appropriately punish every one of the Americans' war acts and

military adventures.

Faced with the new situation, our armed forces and
people are striving to develop their offensive position, are
making outstanding efforte and are achleving combat coordination
with the {raternal Lao and Khwmer people in order to score
greater victories before achieving final victory.




