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the area concerned as reported from forelgn broadcasts, newx_a?
agency transmissions, newspapers, -and ‘perlodicals. Items are

Inferred that they have been disseminated only in the medium, -
in the language, or to the area indicated.

The labels “Text,” “Excerpts,” “Summary,” “Abstract” appearing
in brackets “[ 1" on the first line of the body of an ltem denote
treatment of the jtem by FBIS. Thus, [Text] indicates the com-
plete rendering of an item ag bresentéd by the source; [Excerpts]
indicates the selection of textual portions; [Summary] indicates
an abridged paraphrase but may Include textual portions en-
closed in quotatioh marks; [Abstract] {ndlcates the Belection of
certain facts from an item. ' A “Brief” is an’abbreviated format

- which may be employed for the concise presentation of materials
brocessed by any of the methods described above,

Headlines, bracketed words or notes, editorial reports, and reviews

* are cofnposed. by FBIS. Names rendered Phonetlcally are en-
closed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a question
mark and enclosed in parentheses ‘were not clearly heard but -
have been supplled as appropriate to the context. Other un-
attributed parenthetical notes within the body of an item origi-
nate with the source. Ellipses or incomplete sentences originat-
Ing with the source are indicated by & serles of pericds. Times
within ltems are as given by the source,
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SONG HAO NHAN DaN ARTICLE ON PARTY LEADERSHIF OF VPa

Hanoil NHAN DAN 24 Dec 69 3

[Article by Lt Gen Song Hao: "Party Leadership Is the Cause of the Growth and Vie-
tories of Our Army")

Pirst Installment

(Text] on 22 December this Year, the VPA was 25 years old. Organized and led by
our party and venerated and beloved President Ho, assisted and reared by the people,

military exploits. Our army has unremittingly developed the Working ¢lass! beauti-
rful revolutionary nature, oyr people's indomitable and heroie struggle tradition,
and its matchless fighting strength to unite with the entire people to defeat great
imperialist aggreesive armjes, ineluding the V.S. imperialists' most cruel and
modern one. OQur army became the pecple's powerful army "loyal to the party, raith-
ful to the people, ready to sacrifieingly fight for the ratherland's independence
and freedom and for 8ocilalism, fuifrilling any tasks, overcoming any difficul ties,
and defeating any enemies,"

Looking toward 1¢ts glorious history, our army is extremely enthusiastic and proud of
the party's ang venerated and beloved President Ho's talented ang clearsighted lead-
ership. The party's leadership is the Source of our army's maturity and victories.

In the contemporary era, the transitional era between capitalism and socialism,
hational 1iberation revolution is an inherent part of the Proletarian revolution
worldwide and, in order to be thoroughly Buccessful, any revolutions must be led by
the working class and its party. President Ho said: "It is necessary to have the
leadership by the working class! genuine revoluticnary Party. Only when led by a
party knowing how to creatively apply Marxism-Leninism to our country's concrete con-
ditions can we lead national liberation revolution and Soclalist revolution to suce-
cess." (Ho Chi Minh: "The Great October Revolution opened the liberation path for
nations. ")

Deeply penetrated by the secilentifiec Marxist-Leninist revolutionary reasoning, in-
heriting the people’s revolutionary struggle experiences and indomitable tradition,
our party intimately knows that, to regain genuine independence and freedom and to
liberate the nation and the c¢lass, there is no way other than leading the masses in
waging revelutionary struggle and using revolutionary viclence to smash counter-
revolutionary viclence in order to regain and maintain administrative Power and safe-
guard the construction of the country.

Fresident Ho taught: "In the hard struggle against the class' and nation's enemy,
it is Necessary to use revolutionary violence to oppose counterrevolutionary vio-
lence, regain administration, and safeguard it." (ibid.) Therefore, in the revolu-
tionary Process, on the basis or launching the masses?! broad revolutionary movement
and building Powerful political force, our party c¢reated and organized armed forces




as violence tools for gaining and maintaining the revoluticnary administration. T
create the army as its violence tool for carrying on revolutionary struggle w&#‘auu*
party's extremely impcrtant historical task.

The history of the world's and our country's revolutions proved this: The decisive:
significance 1is trst this armed force must be organized and led by the working eFass’
party if 1t 1s to really become the working class' and nation's revolutionary’
struggle tool and to possess powerful strength to fulfill its role, for only wHEf: ied:
by the party can our armed fcrece: have a beautiful revolutionary nature, really be-
come the people's armed forces, and be boundlessly loyal to the ¢lass' and nation's
revolutionary enterprise. Only under the party's leadership can our army have cor-
rect struggle aims, lines, an¥ building prinectples and favorable conditions for
developing strength, defeating =ny enemies, and fulfilling any tasks.

In revolution's history, the Juprested people who had their own armed forces, but

who wer# Act led by the party of the proletarian class, either were dispersed by
theilr ruleFfs! attacks or saw the exploiting classes change the nature of their admin-
istract.on, set up after thelr revolution’s success, or take advantage of this admin-
istraticn vo oppose the workers' interests.

In our <cuntry, under French domination, when our party had not yet been founded to
fulxyi1) 1te historic mission, our people repeatedly arose and heroically struggled
against the country-grabbers and country-sellers. Many revolutionary movements set
up th={r revolutionary armies which struggled very heroically. But because of the
fact that they lacked a sclentific revolutionary theory, a correct 1line, and a firm
leéﬁiﬁg organization of the advanced revolutionary class, these armed forces could
not Jevelop themselves and failed to achieve victory.

Thes- revclutionary struggle movements did not succeed. Only when our party assumed
the ..adership over the revolution, basing itself on the political struggle movement
and :ae broad political force of the masses, did our people's armed forces--set up
and ied by our party--grow quickly and win glorious victories and our revolution
achleve victory after victory. As justlv pointed out by President Ho, "our party's
red flag is as brilliant as the rising sun, tearing apart the screen of darkness and
guiding our people in firmly advancing toward victory in our anti-imperialist and
antifeudalist revolution." (Ho Chi Minh: ZSelected Works, page T65)

The pzry closely led our people'!s armed forces immediately after their founding.

It built for them very firm politicai and idecvlogical bases. It determined the
objective: of their struggle, their revclutionary nature, and the line and principles
ruling their building and combat. Thanks to this leadership, during the past revolu-
tionary phases, our army has continually and quickly grown strong, won glorious vic-
torles, and been always ready to fight and make sacrifices for the sake of national
and class liberation, worthy of being called the herolc army of a herolec nation.

Prom the realities of our army's building and combat tasks over the past decades,
the folloWwing conclusion can be drawn: Party leadership is the cause of and a fac-
tor deciding the birth, growth, and victories of our army; leading the army 1s our
parry's hiastoric task; and constantly and firmly maintalning and thoroughly
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implementing party leadership 1s the highest principle or directing all activities
of cur army and is a problem of eiass stand and ¢lass viewpoint, revolutionary char-
acter, and politieal tasks of" our army.

1--The Party's Revolutionary Line and Tasks hre Qur Army's Struggle Objective

The party's political and miiitary lines, the correct and creative lines on waging
the people's war and building the armed forces, are the trends for directing our
army's bullding and combat tasks. They are a lighthouse illuminating the way for our

army to continually, strongly, and 8teadily advance toward winning one victory after
another.

Qur party has asserted our army's struggle obhjective which is to implement the
party's revolutionary line, struggle until the country is independent and until
tillers are given land to cultivate, and advance toward socialism and communisn.

Our army's function is to right, work, and carry out production. OQur army's main
tasks serve as a core in the armed struggle of all our people. They involve rignt-
1ng and defeating the enemy on the battlefields and protecting the administration,
the revolution, nationai independence ani freedom, and socialist censfruction in our
country. Our army's struggle obJective, rfunctisn, and tasks reflect the revolu-
tionary nature ang determined-te-fight-and-win spirit of our fpeople's army.

In the past 25 years, heightening their nature and theip "loyal te the party ang
faithful tc the Feople” tradition angd constantly aiming at theip struggle oblective
¢l rezlizing the party's revolutionary line, our armed forces have bravely overcome
all trials, fighting alongsidzs the entirs people to defeat every enemy and gloriously
fulrilliing alli tacks.

Right after their emergance, our armed forces, compelied to operate under very diffri-
cult conditione, bravely fought against French colonialism and Japanese fascisnm,
Tlsing up alongside the entire people to regain administrative power, to advance the
hugust Revolution toward brilliant success, ané to found the DRV, thus marking the
very important significant historie initial victory of the pecrle's democratic
national revolution in our country and ¢pening 2 new era, the era of independence

and freedcm of the fatherland.

In the resistance against French celcenlalism and the U.S. interventionists! aggrecs-
sion, to safeguard the nzvwly regained power, our armed forces stalwartly conducted

a protracted, hard struggle, cooperating with the entire people in defeating French
colonialism and supporting our peasants’ uprising tc overthrow ths feuvdalist Iandlcrd
class and to successfully achieve the people's cdemecratic national revclution in half
the country.

Since the complete 1iberaticn of the northern part of ocur country, our nationzl revo-
lution has entered a new Phase with these two strategic tasks: achicving the social-
ist revolution in the WNorth and completing the pecple's democratie national revolu-
tien throughout the country. Meanwhile, U.S. imperialism, the enemy number one of
our people and the world's people, has invaded the scuthern part of cur country




through neocolonialism, successively waging the "special war" and "regional war% in
the South and then the war of destruction against the North.

Absolutely loyal to the party's revolutionary undertaking and grasping their objec-
tives and tasks, our people's armed forces, united with the entire people, have besp
resclutely conducting tke anti-U.S5. national Bsalvation struggle to proteet the

north, liberate the south, and move toward naticnal reunification, winning Very sraik
victories and now advancing toward complete victory.

The above realitles are clear proof that our armed forces have been truly a sharp,
violent tool of our party in the revolutionary struggle. Their struggle objective,
task, and function are to reajjne the party's glorious revolutionary undertaking.
Grasping and resoclutely strugg’ing to successfully implement the party's political
and military linesvand tasks Iy *he.only .duty of our armed forces.-— . e

The pantg!g revoluticnary line and task and our ammed forces'! struggle objective re-
flect Lqé “avelopment rule of our soclety and our people's interests and most basic
and deepest deslre for independernce, freedom, and soclalism, aiming at liberating
the entire nation and class and tringing an easy, happy life to all our people.

This 1s a basic political condition to create unity between the armed forces and
pecplie, between the frontline and the rear, among the forces of revolutionary organi-
zations, and between cadres and fighters. This unity is a source of invincible com-
bat =irength for our people's armed forces. o

Oun ?grty's military line 1s a c¢reative application of the Marxist-Leninist theory
on nravoluticnary war amd revolutiocnary armed forces to the concrete conditicens of
our country. It inherits and highly develops our nation's tradition of stalwart,
unyinlding armed struggle and our ancestors' skillful, resourceful military art.

At the same time, 1t accumulates the valuable experiences of friendly socialist
couniries. In correetly and ereatively implementing our party's military line and
1ts iine of bullding people's armed forces, our armed forces have bullt themselves
into steadfast, strong forces in all spheres: Political, ideological, organiza-
tional, man and cr~smunity, leading organizztion, commanding organization, and mass
organization, spirituzl, capacity, knowledge, and material and technical bases. Our
armed rorces have unceasingly matured: Their revolutionary nature has been further
consolidated arnd developed and thelr comprenensive combat strength has developed
rapidly and steadily.

Fightiny for the party's revolutionary line and tasks and carrying out the bullding
task according to the party's armed forces building line and principle, our army,
from officers fo enlisted men, has cherished a fine ideal and a great revoluticnary
objeetive. The unanimity between the army's fighting objective and the basic
interests of each officer and enlisted man has resulted in the high political and
moral unanimity within our army. It is the cause of the boundless spirit of fight-
ing and making sacrifices, of collective mastership, and of the creativeness and
vitality of those who have voluntarily taken up rifles to liberate the people, the
class, and'th¢mselves. It is a basis for building fine relations within the army.
It 18 a baaiﬁ for the ¢lose revolutionary solidarity between higher and lower
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echelons and between officers and men; for the spirit of democracy and political
equality--sharing hardship and assisting one another with kith-and-kin love; and for
the sense of organization and strict discipline and voluntariness, always considering
the implementation of tasks as a criterion for ail acts and the implementation of the
party's revolutionary line as a content of cne's lifetime struggle. This represents
the revolutionary nature and political and moral strength of our army which is en-
tirely different from the army of the exploiting class, an army which is composed of
mercenary troops and replete with internal contradictions ané can easily disintegrate
when faced with difficulties and dangers. Therefore, strengthening internal secli-
darity and sericusly implementing all democratic and diseiplinary systems is a prob-
lem of principle and a problem concerning the nature and valuable tradition of our
army.

Pighting for the party's revolutionary line and tasks and carrying out the bullding
task according to the party's armed forces building line ari principle, our army has
actually beccme a revolutionary army, a people's army lcved, trusted, protected, and
cared for by the entire party and all pzople. The army-people unanimity tradition
hias beccme an immense scurce of strength of our army. Our pecple's revolutionary
spirit has forged the army's fighting spirit. The people ‘s hearts are the firm anc
Eteady prop for the army. Our pec¢ple's human and material rescurces. are the abun-
dant. inexhaustible potential of the army. This scurce of etrength has continuali-
develcped along With the successful develcpment of cur country's revoluticn and wit~
the unceasing improvement of the revolutisnary traditions and nature of our pecple
ant the building of ocur beautiful socialist regime.

Unanimously serving the people. our army, when engaging in fighting, is resclved tc
destroy the enemy to liberate and defend the country, ir peacetime, endeavors o
study, improve its quality, develcps 1ts militant strength, and constantly heightens
vigilance and readiness to gc when crdered and Tight when the enemy comes. It has
achieved victories in all battles. Meanwhile, our army has positively carried cut
propaganda among the pecple to enlighten them, and has learned frecm, loved, and
helpsd them, and has participated in building the cecuntry and consolidating the in-
creasingly strcng and steady rear. :

Issulng from the pecple and fighting for the people, our army 15 alsoc a sharg weqn-
of the revoluticnary administraticn. Therefore, the task of our army, a maln or.::
of the state machinery, 1s to satisfactorily fulfill all tacsks entrusted toc it -,
party and state, and primarily to fight the enemy, to fight the aggressors, to dei.»
the people's administraticn, to give an example of seriously carrying out the lina.
and policles of the party, the laws of the state, and to contribute to building arnc
strengthening a sound people's administration.

The reaiities of the struggle and building of our army have clearly shown, thus far,
that cnly by fcllewing the party's revolutionary line, and ¢ontinucusly aining at
the party's political chjJective to fight, will our army have an accurate line of
action; an absclute revclutionary spirit, and will our army be able tc associate
patrictism with international proletarianism, the people's and national character
with the class character of the army. Only by thorcughly understanding the party's
revoluticnary line will we be able to strengthen the stand, viewpoint, and
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rgvelulionary nature ef tha arsy, to have a basiz (¢ correctly solve the relaticns
Tcivwesn the army and the rarty, the internal relation: of che aray, the relations
batween the arimy ani the pcople and the internaltional gciidarity relaticns, to
Froperly édevelop the comprehensive strength cf the army and to help 1t fulrill its
tasks. It ic cbvious that the politieal line, the military iine, the stand, view-
reint and revolutionary nature of the prarty are the crigin and decisive factor for
the maturity and victories cf our rccpleis armed forces. .

At present, the revoluticn ir cur ccuntry is entering a great and histcrical phase,
Thc anti~U.S. national salvation resistance to liberate the South and defend the
Scclalist North has achieved and are achicving grezat and overall succecses. Desplte
their obviouz defeats, the U.S. aggresscrs arc still very stubborn and cunning in
prolonging the aggressive war. Our present anti-U.8. national salvation struggle
requires that we must exert cur utmost efforts fo advance and achieve cemplete vie-
tory.

Tc fulfill this historic miseicn and to coxply with Freeident Ho's teaching that "as
lcng as an aggressor remains in our country, we must continue our fight tc sweep him
away," cur armed forces must always te ceeply aware c¢f the party's revolutionary linc
and their tasks, funections, and great respcnsibllities, hcighten their strictly revo-
luticnary spirit, their warm patriotige, and their determination te fight and win,

tc persistently strugzle alongside the entire people te lead the anti-U.3. national
salvaticn undertaking to complete victery, and fulfill their saered cath toward
beloved and respected Presicdent Ec.

2--The Stand and Thoughte cf Our Armed Forces Are Thcee of the Working Class and
Marxism-Leninism

Aeccording to the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint, the revclutionary movement requires a
revoluticrnary thecry, revelutionary acte require revcluticnary thoughts, and revolu-
ticnary.crganizations can be set up ¢nly with revolutionary people. Therefore, so
far. our army has, in any circumstances, attachad extremely great importance to
ideciogical work, considering the pclitical and ideclogical works extremely important
conditions for carrying on any tasks. President Ho taught: "...the work of leading
the thinking is the most impertant cne..., only when thoughtic are unified can actions
be unifiec¢. If inside and cutside the party and from high rznks tc low ranks,
thoughts are uniried and actions are unified, we will certainly succeec, despite
difficult tasks and hard, complex work." (Ho Chi Minh: "Selected Works,” p..486)

Complying withh President Ho's teachings, in the past sccres cf years our army has
actively, permanently, deeply, and broadly carried out political educaticn and
ideological leadership in the army building task as well ac in fighting in accordance
with Marxist-Leninist principles and the principles and the party's reveolutionary
line and tasks and on the basis of the characteristics of cur armed forces' birth,
maturity, and building and fighting activities.

Qur army. was born and raised in the era of transition from capitalism to sncialism
on a world scale, when the communist ideal deeply penetrated the hearts of billions
of people, and when the dream of sozialism came true for one-fcurth of the earth.



The socialist camp came into being and developed vigorously. The national libera-

tion movement was surging like a storm. The revolutionary and peace forces have

become stronger than the counterrevolutionary and war-provoking forces. Our people's
; revolutlonary struggle, which lies in the offensive pesition of the world revolu-
tion, which represents the great revolutionary tides of the era, which on the rront-
line of the world people's struggle, and which fights for peace, independence,
democracy, and socialism, has therefore enjoyed the great support and strong en-
couragement from brothers and friends worldwide.

Our army, which is the son of a heroic people--a people poscessing arn unsutmissive
and indomitable tradition--has conducted a Frotracted and fierce revolutiocnary
struggle against foreign aggression to build and protect the ccuntry. The spirit of
‘ "loving independence and freedom and of accepting death rather than be slaves" has
i become the deep and lofty desire of the Vietnamese pecple. has been transmitted from
one generation to another throughout thousands cf yearsfof history, and has been
turned inte the marvelcusly brave, revoluticnary spirit of our army.

Born in the masses! fevolutionary movement, our army cbmprises the elite sons af our
. people, who are filled with hatred for the enemy and eager for independence and free-
i dom, whe, in response to the fatherlanc's call, are determined to follow the party's
é revolutionary path in order to save the country and their families, and who have
! voluntarily enrolled in the army. Being directly organized, educated, and led by

the working class party and President Ho, being illuminated by vanguard theories,
i being guided in its action by correect revolutionary linas, being fostered and sup-
ported by the people, b2ing permanently encouraged by the rear, and being fcrged in
the furnace of protracted revolutianary struggle against foreign aggression, our army
has therefore constantly possessed a very high combat spirit.

Cur army it our party's main tool of viclence for struggling to libarate the peorlac
and the class and to seize and maintain the adminicstration through thc form of armed
struggle--the most difficult and fiercest ferm of the class struggle, the revclu-
tionary struggle, which utilizes both sociology and natural seiences--primarily

i - sociology. military sciences, and sciences conczrning the life-cr-death national
struggle and class struggle between us and the enemy--in order to achiwve the prlit-
ical objectives cf the revolution. Oup arnyfs combat objective is thzs cruzl im-
perialists' armed forces specialized in aggression, which possess powerful materic

' and technclogical bases and many military and pclitical plots and tricks tc “nvaus
and rule our country.

. 5 In the last decades, our army was built and fought under the condition that cur cou:

1 " try had two opposing soclal systems and administrations. Tae corrupt social system
in the areas under enemy control, the enemy's psychological warfarc argunsnts, and

the remnants of the old societyis views continually'tried to influsnce our combatants!
views. On the other hand, due to the actual situation in our country and army, the

majority of our officers and men came from the peasantry and other middle classes.
They were animated by intense patriotism. But they had weak points. TFor example,
they were noi deeply conscious of the goals and ideals of the working class'
struggle, and they were more or less still influenced by nonproletarian thougnte.




Tae corplete conirast between the utmost shamefui life of @ people having lost thei
country and the injustice and cruelty of the former soueial s&stem, cn the cne hani,
and a 1life in independence and freedsm and the niceness of the now scclal system, ¢
the other hand, enablcd people te compare and distinguisn between black and white,
£trengthen their confidence in and love for the new gyzten;, and heighten their dete
minaticn to struggle resolutely to erase the old and cutdated social system and
transform the ¢ld men in order to build a new systen and new men.

Our army was born and grew up in the revolutionary struggle movement cf our peaorle

under the leadership of the party of the Vietnamesc working c¢lass. Our working cla
was very united. It was animated by the ideal cf struggling stanghly for the libe)
tion of our people, the laborers, and men, for the elimination of the old society,

and for the buiiding of a new social system. With its good tradition cf unity and

its histecry of gloricus struggle, our party led our people in undertaking an exira-
ordinary revolutionary task.

Headed by Fresident Ho, ocur party early asscciated Marxism-Leninism and the inter-
naticnal revoluticnary experiences with the concrete situaticn in our ccuntry in
order tc lay down a genuinely revoluticnary line and educate, mobilize, and organiz
our people tc launch a revclution. Under thz glorious banner cf oup party and Pres
dent Hc, cur revclution advanced eontinually, achieving victory after victery. Cur
pzople werc ccnstantly animated bty proletarian and revclutionary thcughts while en-
gaging in revcluticnary activities. Reformism ani opportunism did net have the con
ditions te exert their ncxicus influences upon our party's revclutionary armed forc
A1l nonproletarian thoughts were swept away gradually.

Building and struggling under these conditions, cur army has assimilated good ideas
along with preventing the effects of leftover bad ideas. Generally, in reveclutiona
struggle, especially in armed struggle--a very eritical and fierce struggle in whicl
we have ¢ overcome many sacrilices and hardshipz--there 15 a rermanent conflict
tetween ac¢tive revolutionary and passive rightist thoughts. In this ideological
struggle, the geal of the i1declogical task is to unremittingly improve and develcp
the gocd an? to resclutely overcome and prevent the bad, so that revclutionary
thoughts and rcvolutionary men can be continuously bettered zné mistakes andé errors
can be swept away. Succeeding in the ideoclogical struggie front is the steadfacst
foundation fer gaining success in the armed struggle frent. Conversely, succeStes i
armed struggle have the effect of strongly mobilizing, enthusing, anc develcping cuz
army'!s active revolutionary thcughts.

In the pact scores of years, under the party‘s and venerated and beloved President
Ho's leadership, our army has unremittingly taught ocur cadres and soldiers Marxist-
Leninist reasoning, the party's political and military tasks and lines, the working
class' nature, and the nation's, the working clasz', and our party's and army's
valiant struggle tradition, so that our entire army is thoroughly aware of the aims
and ideals of its struggle, absolutely believes in and thorcughly implements all the
party's lines, stande, and policies. We have constantly educated our army, imprcved
ite patriotism and love of soclalism, heightened its national pride and internationa
proletarian spirit, deepened 1ts hatred and indignation against imperialists, feudal
is¢8, and their henchmen and against any forms of oppression, exploitation, injustie



and eruelty, huilt 16s oflensive revclutiounary spirit and that of rasolutely fight-
ing and viralng, improved and developed 1its lNeroie revelutionary spirit, and en-
souraged tha emwlation for annihilating the aggressors and achleving exploits.
Thanks Sc this; our ary, since its birth. has been constantly and absclutely loyal
to the rparty, faithful s the paople, and fcugnt for them, determined to arnihilate
any enenles and fulfill any tasks entrusted bty the party and people. Qur army has
had very many heroes and valiant combatants whc have fought with matchless gallantry,
a boundless sacrificing spirit, dedicating all their spirit and strength to the
fatherland. Under the party!s leadership. our army has united with the people and
achleved military exploits never known before in our nation's revolutionary struggle
hiztory, setting a brilliant example of the Vietnamese heroic revolutionary spirit.
Tnis 45 the 3uccess of cur party's corrvect and talented leadership, political teach-
ing task, and ideological leadership in the army.

This guccess. alcng with the growth and victsriass of the army, previde us with the
feliowing major experience: To make the awmy politically and ideologically steady
ari strong and to inerease its fighting capakilities. The most basic problem s to
strivc Yo pepularize the working class! ~iand and ideology, o improve and develor
the people'es haroie, stalwart, and indonitable tradition, to uphold the hercic pride
snd the determinzd-to-fight-and-win spirit, to continually improve Marxist-Leoninist
zthies. to theroughly carry cut the pariy’'z peiicies and lines, to resolutely
siruggle tc cvercome errcneous theughts. and tc continually improve cfficers! and
men's knowledge of military science and woric and organizaticnal capacities.

“ur army iz A revelutionzry army founded and led by the party. It ig the working
classt now type of army fighting to implem:nt the party's revolutionary lines and
taskz., Therefore, i{ mu3st be built or th2 basis of Marxist-Leninist ethics, of the
working class'! revoluticnary nature, of the unylelding spirit and tradition ef revo-
lutionary struggle of the p2ople, and of cur party's political and military iines.
This enables our army tc be endcwed with a beautiful revolutionary naturce, to develop
in advanzed military science. to really bezome a new type army, a powerful people’s
army. Lo te censeicus of its nistoric missicn, to distinguish between the enemy and
our fricndly forces and our own forces and between the two regimes, to nurture deep
hatred for all cppressive and exploiting regimes, to heartily cherish and love the
independercz and freedom of the latherland--the beautiful socialist regime--and to
forge a determlnation te struggle for national and class liberation and socialist
caonstruction. Only bty holding firmly %tc the working class! stand cun we be aware

of the twc military lines, two winds cf war, and twe tvpes of army, thereby making

it possible for us to successfully build the party's revoiutionary armed foreces, to
victoriously conduct the psoplefs war, and to fulfill the glcrious tasks and functicn
of the people's army under party leadershirp.

Moreover, because cur army is a tool of cur party and because it fights for national
and class liberation and for building and protecting socilalism, it absclutely must
possess the stand and ideology of the working class and must possess communist
ethics, as Lenin said: "...Our ethies are absolutely dependent on the class struggle
interests of proletariat. Our ethics originate in the class struggle interestz of
the proletariat.” (Lenin, "Selected Works," Volume 2, Part 2, page BH5, Su Tha%
Publishing Housa, 1959} President Ho also taught us: "These ethics are not
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conservative. They are new, great ethics and are not for the sake of indiviaugl
reputation but for the common interests of the party, the people, and mank!nd,!
{"Changes in Work Methods," page 33) 'Therefore, only: by strengthening the. training.
and improvement of the working class stand and ideclogy ¢an our army acquire the
revelutionary nature, gooc_l political and ideological bases, a high combat spirit,

and powerful combst strength in nrder to successfully implement the party's poilgiasl
and military line:s snd insure that all our cadres and combatants not only become s
standing revolutionary militarymen to fulfiil every task of the armed forces, buf
also become good citizens in ocur regime, the outstanding youths of our people, who
are worthy of being the men of the great Ho Chi Minh generation and are ready to ful=-
fil1l every task entrusted to them by the party.

The bullding of the working clzss! stand and ideclogy and the development of our
pecople'!s stanch and indomitable struggle. tradition consist::of closely combining the
heightering of the class enlightenment with national enlighterment and the strengthen-.
ing of @igg}ne patriotism with proletarian internationalism.

In the history of revolutionary strugigle, the class problem and the national problem
have been clcsely assoclated with one another. Any class lies in a definite people,
and each class solves its national problem in conformity with its own viewpoints, If
the working class wants to liberate itself, it must sclve the national problem and
literate the people. Lenin said: "...the working ¢lass cannot become strong nor
mature and take shape, if it does not 'form itself in the national scope! and if 1t
does .ot possess 'a national nature...'" (V. Lenin, "Marx-Bngels Marxism,” page 38,
Su That Publishing House, 1958)

The emergence, maturity, and development of the working class in countrigs worldwide
is cl~>sely connected with the people and country. The Vietnamese working class was
born and grew up in Vietnamese society, and it has been linked to the Vietnamese
socicsy, and it has been linked to the Vietnamese people's histery, tradition, and
destiny. “herefore, it 1s necessary to rely on the historic conditions of Vietnamese
soclety in zrder to bulld the working class stand and ideology for the army so that
we can acquire concrete and accurate revolutionary contents. Only if we firmly stand
on the working clcss stand to examine and solve the national probiems can the national
spirit and patriotisr cevelop fully and in tke right direction, can we have strength
in our reveolutionary acts, and can our army fulfill its task as a struggle tool for
national anZ eclass liberation.

Although the unylelding, indomitable spirit 1n struggle 1s a longstanding tradition
of our natlon, 1t has not fully developed into a power with which to win success for
the revolution because of 1ts dependence on fixed historie conditions. During nearly
a century under French colonlalist rule, our people, losing their country, indepen-
dence, anl freedom, were politically oppressed and eccnomically exploited. Remaining
culturally ignorant, they could not raise their heads and progress. All their sue-
cessive uprisings and struggles falled because they lacked a correet leading class.
The feudalist class surrendered to imperialism and served as 1ts lackey. Although
being 2 great force having an earnest revolutionary spirit, the peasantry could not
lead the'rgfclution because 1t represented a scattered, small production force. The
national bourgeolsie was small and weak. Only the Vietnamese working class,
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representing the most advanced production formuwla and having a strictly revolutionary
spiri¢, was capable of uniting the entire nation and mobilizing the public at large
to participats in the revolution. Right aftsr its e€mergence, it conducted Successive
Etrugeles against the snemy. President Hc was a great patriot, the first Vietnamese
tommunist, and a genial Ieader of our working class and peorle. He used Marxist-
Leninist theories to educate our working class agnd Pecrle ani to lead the Vietnamese
revolution to a completely new phase.

Qur party and the respected and loved President Ho hoisted high the national and
demoecratic banner and led our p2oplz in overthrowing imperialisn and feudalism in
order to advance our country toward sceialism, With naticnal ang democratie revoly-
tionary lines, our people advanced teward soclalist revolutien In an extremely cor-
ract and creative fashion, thus correctly reflecting the law governing the develop-
tent of Vietnayese soelsty and corrcctly satisfying our people's age-oléd basic de-
mands and earnest aspirations for "naticnal indepandence, land te the tillers, and
afvance toward sceialism. " Our partiy ras Tigorously awakencd our rFecpiels patriciism
arg nas ferged their hatred and Epiecit c¢rf rzsclutely and thorcughly ¢eprosing fereign
agrressicn and every oppression and cxploitasion, Cur party's eorrcct lines znd
practical aztivities have gucceaded in maty izing and organizing the exiremely great
Tevelurionary foress of varicus revolutlinnzey tlasses, varicus strata cf Pzople, and
varicug nationszlities in the unitsa national “ront and in building the steady woirker-
F:2gant alliance bloe under the working clzss leadership, thus making cur nat:ignal
rvevoliiicr. {ruly beceme onr masses' struzgla undertaking.,

Tharougnout this revilutionary movement Frot2es, our party an? Fresidernt Ho paig spe-
<¢ial attention to educating our p2ogle angd stirring their patriotism sna traditicns
cf stanchness ang unsubmissivenzas, Precident Ho taught us=: "Fatrioctizm 1s like a
precious cbject. Scmatimes it is dispiayad in a glass cace cr a crystal vase (3 be
¢learly and easily seen. Sometimes It ic hidden in a trunk. Qur duty consicts of
bringirg out znd displaying these hidden rFrezious objecta. Tuat is: we mist en-
deavevr to explain te everyone, organize him, lead him, and stimulate his patrictism
30 that he will devote all 113 energics to fulfilling +ha patriotic tack, the rga
sistance task.”" (from "Ho Chi Minn's "Selected Works," page 267)

Under thae icadership and education of our party and President Ho, our ratelotinm was
¢losely asscclatzd with our love for sceialism: nationalism with proletarian intep-
nationalism; the task of national liberztion with the task of liberating the working
¢lass. Jaborers, and mankind, Thnis asscelation created for our pscple and army a
deep revolutionary eentiment and a great powar which we used fo defeat the enciny,

In past deeades, under the leadership of our Farty and President Ho, cur army clozaely
assoclated 1ts education and the heighicning of itsg class eonscicusness, socialist;
consciousness, and proletarian internaticnalist spirii with +the imprevement of iis
naticnal consciousness and genuine patriotism, Oupr army was conitantly €ncouraged

by the entire party. all our people, and all our worldwlde friends teo struggle for
national independence and unification and fcr soclalisn. In close association with
the thoroughly revoluticnary spirit of the working class, this patriotism developed
strongly day by day and became a strong power urging our army te enthusiastically
advance and surmount all difficulties in order to fulfill its tasks and defeat the
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engmy., Qur army fought under any circumstances to fulfill its great duty touggd up
people and fatherland and f£ts noble duty toward the world revolution. Simul tanseuaty
our' army stocd shoulder to shoulder ‘with the- brotherly cotntries: and worldwide mayes
lutionaries, helping szch other in the struggle against the enemy--imperialism,
headed by UGS. imperiaiism. Thus our army was worthy of being called the new-style
army of the working =izss, an army belonging to both our class and people. The leye
and assistance of all our people and the support and admiration of brotherly goufia
tries, brotherly armies, and worldwide revolutionaries heightened its morale and
increased 1its strength, enabling it to attack and defeat the enemy,

Our army's determination to fight and win is the thoroughly revolutionary spirit and
the revolutionary offensive spirit of the working class in assoclaticn with the
patriotism and the tradition of herclc and indomitable struggle of our people and
party. This is-a-manifestatio’--in a m&st concentrated way--of -the layalty to -the
party and people of an armed force wholeheartedly fighting &ind undergoing saerifices
for the injerests of 1ts class and people. It 1s also a brilliant manifestation of

the Vieinifese revolutionary heroism in the Ho Chi Minh era.

The determinei-to-fight-and-win spirit is the spirit of resolutely and successfully
carrylng out all tasks entrusted by the party and of teing always ready to go any-
where when the fatherland requires and do anything at the request of the party and
the peopile. It is the spirit of never submitting to any enemy and resolutely using
the revolutionary will, courage, stalwartness, and advanced wisdom of the working
class and the heroism and bravery of a people to fight and defeat all enemies. It
is alac the spirit of constantly upholding revolutionary vigilance, continually
heightening the militant strength, and being ready to annihilate all enemies and win
compléte victory for the revolution.

This noble determined-to-fight-and-win spirit will remain forever as our army's
valu.tle tradition. Presidant Ho, the beloved father of the armed forces, offered
our z.my the determined-to-fight-and-win banner. When he was alive, he constantly
fostered the determined-to-fight-and-win spirit of soldiers. It was this spirit
which was instrumental in the glorious military exploits in the G-year resistance
war against the French--typlecal of these exploits was the historie Dien Bien Phu
victory--and is instrumental in the resounding vietories in the anti-U.S. national
salvation struggle. Thanks to the determined-to-fight-and-win spirit, in the history
of its gloricus struggle, our army has constantly overcome innumerable difficulties
and ha-iship, has continually develeped its rorces, has become inereasingly strong
and ever-victorious in fighting, and has triumphed over all enemies and satisfac-
torily fulfilled all tasks. Therefore, the improvement and development of the
determinzd-to-right-and-win tradition has become a very important and indispensable
educational content concerning people's revolutionary war.

Shaping and consolidating the working class stand and ideology 1s a process of build-
ing and improving collectivism and overcoming individualism. The fact that our
army's collectivism has been bull% increasingly firm and steady has repulsed and
wiped out individualism. This success has led to the victories of our army on the
battlefields and has enabled it to be constantly endowed with the "loyal to the party
and devoted to the people" revolutionary nature and to have a basis for carrying out
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party leadership in the aray bullding task and in combat. Therefore, ocur army's
very Important ideological task involves catisfactorily bullding collectivism and
thorougnly overcoming individualism.

¥
s

Like individualism, collectivism has its ¢lass origin, its remote soclial origin.
The formation and development of collectivitr as well as the birth ané destruction
cf individualism are govern:d by definite regulations an? conditions. In the revo-
luticnary struggle, once the party cf the prcletariat kaeps a firm hold on Marxicm-
f Leninism, it is fully able tc undarstand anc transferm the seociety, Likewise, in

; the ideological task, under th: samc conditicn it ic atle tc understand and tranc-
| forr men's thoughts, Therefore, 1t is certainly atle tc build zollectivism ane
overcore individualisz.

Individualism 1= an outcome of the private cunerchip system. Certainly, it will be
abclished simuitanzcusly with the Frivate cwnership system. 1In a sceialist roginme,
there will tz nc foundation for individualisr to exist ang covelop, The existence
of individusaiism in scclety as well as in {he army ic a leftover outcome of the old
sceiety, ar cutcome that we nave not yev compietely zovten rid of. In a gocialist
regime, irdividualism is an ebstacie {2 cozial progrzes.  In the revolutionary army,
individuzlism 1= ccrmpletzly cencrary <o its revoluticnary character ang iz a great
obstacle to fulfilling its tasks. Tae reasen iz toat irdividuziism will be harnfu.
to the solidarity and unity cf an crgan, (¢ the individualfls pregress, and te oulyo-
ing cemmunist ethics, thus restrieting the develepment of revoluticnary capabilities
for fulfiilirg tasks.

Thz communict revclutionary and ethizzl idcclegy--the eszential substznces of witch
dre awarenctg:s c¢f the dutieg toward raticnal liberatiorn, clacs liberaticn. and =ocias-
154 construztion: the Spirit of teing rcady tc gacrificingly right for the cormunicst
ideal; the "cneself for everyons, cveryenc for crecelf” epirit; the spirit of being
industricas, ¢conomiczal, rightsous. henest, impartizl, musbic, unitad: and sc forto--
is cempletaly censistent with (ke foundztions of the neesecialist regine an? ihc naw
man. 't is being heighten:d an? encecurzszzd Ly everyenr and has in facl, beceme toe
vanguari ideclogy that has conctantly guided cur pecple's znd army's rcvclutignary
activitics.

Tre communist preletarian and ethical ideclogy. thc core of wnich ir collective
thinking, is manlindis mecst progressive ideclegy., 1t nze th: power (¢ foreibly

persuade and reeducate man in arder (¢ lidcrate hiT from being tied te ang influs

! by the i1dzciogies or explelting clasges and clé@ rzoeialist regimes, and to improv

him. Constantly and satisfactorily ecucated and traineg, any cf ouvr cadres and ..
diers. regardless of class, will be ebi¢ (o atznder their clf claczse! ang sceietia:
stands, points cf view and idecleogics, in crder t-o gopt the proietarian and nzw

: gociety's stand and ideology. Ey sc deing, the only way is ce muke alleoni cfrforts

‘ te build revolutionary idzcleay and (¢ be trains¢ in realictie revelutionzry struggle
' for producticn and fer building the rcw scecisty, sc that cverybedy can have faveorablic
conditions for developing good ideas and cverconing the bzd cnzg in any Gifficulty
and complex situation and preventing influencer frer any false and enemy external

ideas.




vhcural directs accion: aetion reflects thnughi. Tha working siazs® cian’ and
ICccleme, the patiiotism and love of socigliem, the 17 4

miraticu Lo fight and 1

win, and thoe commmist othies of each of 2ur vaderorn aod roldlere and of 2 rrvira

Eray ars reflected in every construciiorn and fighoawr aclivity, Every rirscen deing
hig Lest {¢ fulfiil every task accerding te his pesitlcn and resporsibility, ¢n cco

tr

the best resultz, and o unite wigh and aszcist his cemradce and cCcrnranicns—-in-arns
fulf11i their dQuties reflecis hig powerf{1l peliticsl awdrznszss. Fop CYery unit cc

#2il as for our cnuire aroy, fulfilling any bullding and fighting tacsks reflects
tleadfect and feaitful 1declogical levels and pelitical tasiks. Pulfilling ali the
tacksz entrugted by the rarty angé pocple is the eriteriz for assegsing the idaclicpie.
level and the result eof the ideclogical task of cup erny.

Ecbn. matured, and acting under the extrem:zly faverable conditicns ef the era, .ur
pcoplc‘s'ncw era, led, guided, znd ecducated bty our party, benefiting f{rom Lroad,
daep. and ccoastant political educaticn and ideclogical loaderzhip, ang centinucusly
trainzd in thc ceethingly reveluticnary struggle furnace fop a icng timz, cur army
n&f a sztisfactoriiy revolutionary cheracicr and the extrecoly precicus traditicn o
bei:g‘tlcyal to the party, faithful tc the pzeple. .. fulfilling any duties, <cveicomd.
any diffizuities, defeating any ensmiecs. ™  Cur aray has had the hener cf fighting
under_ﬁ}éﬁﬁdept hp‘k leadership ane cducation. He consiantly faught us {he hercic
Vieﬁnamesgayal;ant ard ctanch spirit, the firm spirit cf fighting fer the nutie and
bédbtf%ultscciaiist and comrunist ideal, tiie love fep CCTrades and ccompatricts, nok
;e?blubicﬂafy unity, Lhe pavamours duly tcward the worlé reveieticnary cnterprice,
aﬁirthe noble revclutienzry ethics cf being hunble, siaple, cecneny-minled; rightsc:
hahest; and izpartial. Leerninz frem Precident He and following hi: feotsicps, cur
arﬁy.haﬁ ﬁnrcmittingly develcped 1ts catisfactery quality anz revoluticnary ethics,
15505&5} ﬁc be worthy cf being a ccntinzent of fucccsgers undertaking hic great rov
ldfioﬁéry'entorprise.

Sur arm}'s etand and 1gdcolegy arc that of the werking class ang of Marxiswm-Leninizm
Thesc”héﬁe bzen steadfastly built ynder our party's leadarship ond nurlured in tae
coﬁrsz'tf tac revolutionary struggle and armecd strugglc <f cur pzcple. The sicad-
fastnesz ¢f cur army‘'s stand, 1dcciogy, and reveluticrary n-wure hag Erevided it
with pciitical and spiritual superiority and hat been the reveluticaary army's absce-
lute streongpeint. This very peliticai ani gpiritual sicadfuctness has created
favoratle ecrnditions fopr our arimy tc be well crganized, creatively maxe use of its
military art, and have a ccrrect ideological standpeint in huliding andé uszing
material and technical foundations in crder te continuously devilep cur army's ccua-
bined strength. Taanks tc this very pclitical and spiriiuai ctecadfastngss, cur army
has been constantly a matured and victoricus army thet ha:z fulfilled the functicn cof
being the party's keen and violent tocol wiich has satisfacterily carried cut g1l
tasks.
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Second Installment
Hanoi NHAN DAN 25 Dec 63 8

[Text] 3a-7o Firmly Grasp the Party Viewpoint and Ideclogy in Order to Build and
Develop Military Art and te Build and Apply Military Scilence and Technology

In any war, eaen balligerent side has definite political objectives and a war leadep-
ship line, on the basis of which it buillds 1tz armed forces, organizes and builds its
rearbase, and, at the Bame time, bullds its cwn military science and art in order to
conduct the war, lead its armed forzes' actien, and achieve the established political
cbjectives, Every army attaches the greatest importance to building and developing
its military art ang constantly improving the standards of its military science and
technology in order to win vietory. 4n army's military art and sclentific and tech-
nological standards represent the content of ang a conditien for building the
strength of a war and of this army. This strength exerts a highly important infrlu-
ence on the outcome of a wap, Military art, whizh falls within the realm of scelo-
loglecal sciesnce, bears a highly obvious, conprehensive class character z2nd is depen-
dent cn the character of a war, the nature of an army, and the historical position

of the class leading this war and this ariey. Tnerefore, there iS no common military
art for the armies of different classes, n the other hand, each class has 1ts cwn
military art.

Thus, t: victoriously lead the revoluticn. the proletariatis party, which is the
revolution'!s brain trust, must PoSsess not cnly a correct revoluticnary line, cor-
rect revelutionary objactives, and powerful revolutionary mass forces, but also
methods of carrying out revolution and a highly scientific, creative art of leading
the revolution in erder %o develop revoluticnary strength, achieve revolutionary
obJectivas, and implement revolutionary lines. As far as leadership over a revolu-
tionary war is concerned, to acquire strengzth for winning victory, it is necessary to
Successfully bulld a combinad, comprehensive strength which gncompasses the strength
inherent in zorreect con3dtruetion and combat lines, in the rasolute, thoroughly revo-
lutionary spirit, in the material bases and the standards of advanced military sci-
ence and technology, and in a correct, skillful, and ecreative military art.

Qur army's military art is that of the proletariat. It is therefore bagically dir-
ferent from that of the bourgeoisie, because our military science and art are based
on Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theories, on the stand, viswpoint, and ideology of
the working class, on the revolutionary nature of a new-typz army, on the Just and
mass character of the liberation and revolutionary wars. on our pzople's glorious
traditions of military struggle against ferelgn aggressions over the past thousands
of years, and on the rich experience drawn from the history of armed struggle in the
revolutions in various countries in the wcrld.

Fully aware of the great importance of the military art in building the comportment
and inecreasing the combat strength of our army in opder to achieve victory in the
armed struggle, our party has attached importance not only to leading our army in
building itself politically, ideologically, and organizationally, but also in leading
the formulation and development of oupr military art.
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Since the formation of our armed forces, which carried out armed struggle in ¢B6RYi:=

nation with political struggle to regain and-maintain-revolutionary powsr; ou- BRFL¥ - -

has led the bullding -of a unique, extremely creative military art for our army. In
building our army and in fighting against the enemy, our military art, through vari-
ous revolutionary peviods, has been constantly improved and has successfully devel&pkd
its absolute superl/nrity, making a highly important contribution to the victory oF

the revclutionary war in our country.

Built on Marxist-leninist revolutionary theories and on the armed struggle experience
of the world working class, our military art has been deeply imbued with the revolu-
tionary stand and ideology and the correct, creative political and military lines of
our party, Our mfIitary art 3150 has inheritdd our people's courageous, stalwart,
indomitable, skillful, and creaiive traditions and experlence in revolutionary and
armed struggles, Our military iri{ hés been based on the firm, comprehensive strength
of our svuntry's revolutionary mén, revolutionary armed forces, and advanced soclal
system, Bidae and improved by President Ho, the great leader of our party and people
and the heloved father of cur army, our military sclence and art have developed in-
spiringly and in conformity with the historical conditions and situation of the

armed scruggle in our country.

Luc'dily demonstrating 1ts correct, creative character, our military art has con-
trib:“ed toward developing the enormous strength of the people's and revolutionary
wars ' order to defeat the professional armies of the Prench colonialists and the
U.S. tmperlalists. In the socuth, the extremely talented military art of the
southern people and liberation troops 1s defeating the U.S. aggressor army!s strate-
gict Bnd tactics and 1s contributing toward developing the Vietnamese military art
to a degree that is unprecedented in the hihtorw of our people'!s armed Qiruggle.
Through decades of combat and building, our armed forces have acquired the following
profound experience: Our armed forces! military art could only be bullt and devel-=
oped under our party's leadership. Only by basing ourselves upon the party view-
point and ideology can we firmly grasp and creatively apply this military art in
order to defeat every enemy.

Qur military art comes from the people!s and revolutionary wars. It is deeply im-
bued with the revolutionary stand and viewpoint and the sclentific, objective assess-
ment methods adopted by our party in correctly and creatively solving the problems

of exeiting leadership over the armed struggle, strategic leadership, leadership over
campaigng, tactical leadership, and so ~crth, in order to advance the war toward
victory.

In our military art, which has been deeply imbued with the people’s war viewpoint of
our party, we have developed the enormous strength of the masses of people, using
them as the main forece in waging the war. We also have regarded the working classt
resolute and thoroughly revolutionary spirit, our people's stalwart, indomitable
traditions and creative intelligence, and our armed forces! determination-to-fight-
and-win spirit as the basic factors determining victory. This also represents the
polttical and moral superiority of the people'!s war and of the revolutionary army,.
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The history of the antiaggression war in our country shows that though possessing
absolute political and moral superiority, we have been usually inferior to the enemy
in equipment, weaponry, and technolegy. Therefore, only by fully developing our
absolute pclitical and moral superiority, insuring good organization, satisfactorily
using ocur equipment and weapons, clearly understanding the enemy, and knowing our-
seives well, can we acquire an active, resclute, skillful, and creative spirit and

a high determination to win.

Based on the people'!s war viewpoint, on the conditions and circumstances under which
the war it ccnducted, and on the balance of forces existing between ug and the enemy,
cur military art has fully reflected and lucidly demcnstrated the motto of waging an
all-pecple; all-out, and protracted war, relying mainly on our own strength, and
doing cur best to procure international assistance.

In our military art, we havc successfully develcpzd cur people's enormous forecs.,
using our three-trocp-category armed forces as the core forces emplcoyed by all our
pzople in fighting the aggresascrs, fuccessfully developing the capatilitie: of every-
cne. every crganizaticn, and every force, successfully using every kind of equipment
ani technclcgical mzans, and bringing inic fall Flay all our ctrongpcints and experi-
ence in fighting the enemy, in ordesr tc achieve victory. Cur armcd forces must
highly demenstrate their initiative, active spirit, znd spirit of fighting perse-
veringly, of simultanecusly and satisfactcrily perferming cembtat and censtruecticn
tasks, and of annihilating the enezy while impreving our ferces. Theyr muct inzure
that th: more they fight, the mecre powerful they bzcome, and thc more vieteries they
win. It it alsc necessary tc satisfactorily develcp the strength of the three trocop
categories in close cocrdinaticn with the mevement for mobilizing all thie pecple to
fignt the aggressors, to ecordinate armed and pelitiecal struggles; and tc highly
develop the combinzd strength of the pacpie's war. The people's war in tha scuthern
part cf cur ccuntry has been highly ceveloped. Tac scuthern arme? forces and pcople
have ccordinated their armed and p:slitical struggles and their threc-pronged--mili-
tary, political, and trcop prezelyting--offensive in ail the three gtratecglic areas:
wountains, rural delta, and urban. Thesc are the special features cf the "wage an
all-peoplc, all-out war" mctte and of the talenied miiitary art of the fpaople and
the people's armed forces of our country.

Cur military art has demonstrated the revoluticnary offenzive 1dcolcgy and the suvi-it
cf taking the initiative in actively, rescelutzly and continuously attacking and
annihilating the enemy. This cffensive spirit criginates in the werking clase!
thoroughly reveiutionary ideciogy, in cur people's stalwart, indomilable spirit, anc
in our army's determinaticn to fight and win. Firmly gracping this cffensive
ideclegy, cur troops, under normal circumstances, censtantly maintain their vigi-
lance and a high combat readiness. setting cul whenever they rcceive ordcre, righting
the enemy whenzver he comes, and winning vwhencver they fight.

In combat, our troops highly devzlop their determination to win, taking the initia-
tive in actively, courageously. skillfuliy, resclutely. and centinucusly attacking

the enemy, winning one victory after another, frem small to big victoriecs, and ad-

vancing from winning gradual, partial victories teward winning tctal victory. This
offensive ideology has also been demonstrated by the spirit of actively and

ey
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extersively annihiiating the cnemy's strength ani war equipment, undermining hie
ferale, weakening nim organizaticnally, anc complately frustrating his aggressive
determinaticn, schemers, and zete.

Cir military art has also reflected the crzative spirit of the Vietrancse warking
zlass--the clase which lesds the revolutien znd misters the ccciety, Cciences, and
" technclogy--and the btrave, resourceful, intelligent, dreative, ccurageous, and per-
fevering traditicn cf our psople and army in producéien and cenbat, Tals ereastive
spirit has dcvelopcd our peeple's and army’'c invincible strength ane exporience:s ang

ctrengpeinte in fighting the enemy and in pretecting the ceuntry. This creative
tpirit has rede cur army constantly pcesess a strong crganization, high technolegy,
and geod methedis ef acticn and find many mcthods of attacking thez enery with high
efficiency and grcat strength, of usinz small forees ta c2feat large encmy forces,
and of using Quality tc defeat quantity. This creative <pirit has made every lrcop
category, armed branch, locality, and bzttleficlc develop ite cepzbllities, experi-
ences, strengpoints and possess unigue, creative combat metiacds. It is this crea-
tivce and active spirit waich has forced the enemy not tc Tight in zecordance with
sirategies anc tactics--his strengpeints in fighting.

This ccnstitutes the rarty!s basic thcughtz in cup military art. Tocrcughly under
gtcod in. the process of building, develcprent, and applicaticn, these thoughts have
mage cur army*s military art far curgpass every rilitary art ¢f any army of the ex-
rleiting class, of imperialism.

War is nct eonly o challenge to the lives, the determination znd wiil cor human being:
ard the strength of 2 regime, but alsc a challenge tc the rilitary art and the leve:
anc ability tc tulld and utilize military sciences and teclhinclogy.

Therefcre. in order tc build elreng armed forces, it is necessary te poesess accural
building and combat lin:s, material and technelegical -tazes, ma2n with revcluticnapry
enlightenzent, and 2 high combat spiriﬁ, tc firmly grasp the party's pclitical linec
and tacks and military lincz and tztks, Lo firmly grasp the military art, and tc
accurately utilize the army's equipment znd technclogy.

In the armed struggle as well as in Fractical precuction, beth men azné tecls are ver
impertant. Il there are tcels but no men. there 1s n- Froduccien; conversely, if
there are men but no tcols, or Iif there are {cols walch no ornz knows how to use,
preducticn cannot develop. It is the same with buildinz the armed forces. We all
know that withcut mcon with revoluticnary enlightenment, there can be no revolutionar
army; and that without weapons, equipzent, technolegy, ani accuratc uce of thece
weapens, equipment, and technology, there can be ne army, nor an aray with geod com-
bat ability. Lenin repeatedly said: "The fact that an army dcos not prepare for
firmly grasping all types cf weapons, every means, anil every combat trick, which thi
army has in hands or can have, constitutes a stupid and oven cinful act.” (Lenin,
"Complete Works," Volume 31, page 76, Russian language editicn. Naticnal Publishing
House, Mcecow, 1950}

‘Therefore; in the armed struggle and bullding the armec forces, our party not cnly
‘has set forth correct military lines and tasks and firmly grasped the building of th
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revolutionary stand, thoughts, and nature and the buiiding of our army's military
art, but has also paid speclal attention to leading and heightening our army's
sclentific and technological level and to buiiding its material and technological

; bases., Therefore, leading the building and development of the miiitary sciences and

i technology constitutes an aspect of the partyis leadership over the armed struggle

! and the bullding of the army; and firmly grasping the party's viewpcints and thoughts
in crder to correctly build and to satisfactorily utilize sciences, technology, and
material basee 15 a responsibility anc an extremely important requirement of our
army,

Frcm the point cr being equipp=d so rudimentarily in their €arly days, with many
' units possessing only knives, handgrenades and rifles as weapcns with which to fight
i the enemy, our armed forces now FCSscss great, strong material bases ané an increas-
ingly higher technical and sclentific level. Many of their armed branches and cer-
vices possess material and technical basca embracing many sectlicns, ircluding tech-
niques cf use, maintenance, and repair, producticn, service tc combal, and military
activities. We pcssess not only mcdern eqQuipmsnt and techniques, but alsc rudimen-
) B tary weapons and equipment which are used very creativeliy anc cffectively in ccmtat
i and constructicn., We rosgesc neot only equipment and techniques with which to fight
the enemy, but alse tc protect and slrengther cur ferces.

As manifectations of the success c¢f the peeple's war line, our army's growth ang
victories 1n past decades reflected the ncral strength and talents ¢f ocur pecple and
f ‘ aray, the rapid heightening of cur aray's scicentific and technical level, and the
: quick develcpment of its material rasec. Under party leadership. cur army Xept a
firz hold on the Party's viewpoints ani standpointe concerning the heightening cf the
) army'e scientific and technical level and the building and develorment of its material
| bases.

! Science and techniques must serve the revoluticnary tack and conferm t¢ the party's
political l1ine. In the army. military sciencec and techniquer must sarve the building
and comtat tacsks. The duty of military science an? techniques iz to continaally pro-
vide the armed forces with suitable equipzent and techniquec an? t¢ insure that this
c¢qQuipment and techniques attain the highest degree of efficlency and durability, thus
enabling the armed forces to annihilate the enzmy and protect and develor themselves.

This 1z the class standpoint, the revelutionary standpoint, and the mest funiame.t ...
standpoint of our party concerning its lcadership cver :science and technigques, be-
cause as long as there are classes angd cirass struggle in the scciety, not only
soclology, but also natural sciences are btuilt and used tc serve the pclitical gcals
. . of a class. '

Military science angd techniques are a branch of natural sclences. But their building
. and application must be cleogely aczocilated with the army's rolitical obJectives,
building and combat line, and clas:z nature. Thus, in bullding and appiying cur miii-
tary science and techniques. we must be guidad by cur partyic p2litical line ang
goals and military line and goalsz, regard thc completion of our army’s buliding ang
combat tasks as our objective, and use the thorougnly revoluticnary spirit the reve-
lutionary offensive spirit,; the mastershnip spirit, and the ¢rcativensss ¢f the

I
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werking class and people as an ideclogical bare witich we pust rely ¢n tc stimlate
the deveierment of wilitary science ans techniques.

Cur aray's iilitary se¢lence ang t2chniques, built and used in gccerdance with this
ctandpeint, haye Epeedily and steadfastly developed, ieenly satis{ying Lhe construc
tion ang righting needs, thus making important contributicns tc fulrilling our army
cuties,

U2 the basis of these duties and needs, the building of cup military science and
tcchniqugs st bz incessantly and tightly linked with the historical eircumstances
and cenditiens of oup naticnal revecluticn ang the constraction angd fighting realiti:
=f cur army.

The socialist reveolution in our countiry is that whieh advances from agricultural
cccnony and =zall productien into socialism by bypassing the capitalict developrent
phizse, Cur werking class and pecple are the masters of society zanad are increasingl;
mastering science and techpiques. Our natienai economic baccs Previously were not
substantial and cur nzticnal defense industry net yet highly modernized, thus, we
Cic nct yet have material and technical ccnéitions fer preducing modern, finz, ani
ccmplex rieces cof cquiprment. However, thanks to the party's correct revoluticnary
linc ane cur eclf-reliznce Spirit, by developing the strength of the material and
tccehnical basce cf our country's excellent sccialist regire, and thanks tc substan-
tial help froz the socialist camp, we have had steadfast material and technical bgs:
fer sueccssfully building angd fighting. OCur armed forces have develcred cur people
and arey's traditicn, éxperience, anc strongpeints in preducing and fighting and
lcarnzd frox and satisfacterily used th¢ militariiy scientific anc technical progre:
achieved bty fraternal ccuntries in crder te tuild, develop, ané satisfacterily use
our army's military science and techniques.

The practiée cf our armed struggle 1s that of a peorlets war teveloped to it fulle:
tc oppose the enemy which 1is an aggrescive imperialist army with numercu: concentra-
troopz welil supplied with modern equipisent. This practice requires that our armyis
sclence ang techniques catisfy the censtruction and righting needs of three troop
categeries, of branches ang services, and ¢f the masses in order tc carry c¢n a war
with many typzs of weapens and stratagsms c¢n all battlefields and under various con-
crete circumstances. and tc fully develor our strengpoints to defeat the enexmy. O
by clearly understanding this eccnstructiion and fighting practice alcne with develop-
ing creativity in building military seience and techniques, can we decvelop our sei-
ence, techniques, ang experienze and satisfactorily use science, techniques, and
experience of fraternal ccuntrias' armics. tnly by adhering to this rractice can we
render cur army's scicnce, tachniguss, equipment, and weapcne suiltatle to our natior
revelution, our fighting duties. eclimatic, geographic, and economic ecnditions, and
tc the Vietnamese people and defezt the ensmy's science and techniques. Practice ha
proven that, improved and used at the right time and place and in accoriance with th
characteristics and strongpeints of the Vietnamese Peopie, tattlefields, men, and
w2ys of fighting, any rudimentary or mcdern weapen and piece of equipzent can achilev
p:ymendous effects, and have high efficiency and power.
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Therefore, the bullding and development of our scisnce and techniquea must closely
follow the revolutionary realities in our country and the real situaticn of cur

; army’s building and combat 50 as to make sclence and technique continually develop
and satisfactcrily serve cur army'ls goals.,

Equipment and weapcns are the armed forces means of action. Therefore we must pay
spacial attention to developing the mastership spirit and the abilities of ail offi-
cerz and men in the building and aprlication cf science and techniquec.

Men and equipment and techniques--»n which one bases cngsell tc build and organize

i an army tc¢ wage war--are twe factors for achieving our rarty's military goals and
the objectives of our army's combat, Of these twe factors, men with revolutionary
consclousness and with scientific and technical capacity are the most important fac-
ter, Bacauss men are capable of building, using, and developing the power of the
material and technical bases in order to fight and defeat the enemy, because men are
the dacisives factcer.

% Taerefore, to satisfactorily butld ang apply science and techniques, cquipzont and
wcapens, first cf all, it is necessary fo builé men and deveiop te the highest degree
their activity as revcluticnarics and mastzrs el science and techniqu:zs. It is
necessary t¢ build a revelutionary stand, an ideology and cembat iGecals zo that men
san beccme the masters c¢f their cwn lfvss. Jnly then can they become the masters of
zelenve znd tcchniques and have correci view: and the necescary cepacity tec bulle,
develop, and arply sciance and techniques in a satisfaectcry way. Accerding ¢o the
Farty's revclutionary views, tc masler scienze and teehniquee docs not mean t¢ was-
ter thez in thzory only, bit tc master ther aitc in Eracticc. One must not only
nandle ang msintain tecanlcal equiprent satisfectiorily, but alsc ray srecial ztten-
tion {c davelcping techniques, improving tica continually, and disecvering new tech-
- niques ccatinvally in order to centinually inerease the efficlency of setence,

R tazehniquss, weapons, and equipmznt in gerving the needs of our army's ccombat and

! buildine tasks.

Under the leadership of our party ani President H3, our army not orly had a ccrrect
buildirg =nd ccabat linz, good rzvolutionary nature and traditicns, and very rirm
stand and visws, but also & c¢reztive and unijue military art and Quickly dzveloped
military scicnece and techniques, Taic military art and thiz military scientific
and technical level made important contributicne teo the bulldinz of the fighting
ability and the dzveclapment of the overall power of cupr pecple’s war and pacplels
armed forces in crder tc defeat all enemy aggresscrs.

Now the aggresscr in our country is U.S. imperialisn--an imperialist wic pooseiseos 2
4 - large military force, which has mod=rn material, sclzntific, and technieal bases, and
o which continually changes its tricks, techniques, and equipmsnt in order to achieve
1ts aggrestive plet. Our army has acquired many combat experiences. Its equipment
and tsachniques have made great progress during the anti-U.S. naticnal salvation
struggle. Thus, daveloping to a high degree cur military art and heightening our
army*s military scientific and technical level in order ta cempletlely defeat 1. S.
aggressicn is the requirement of our revolutionary task and alss g requirement cf
cur army. We must develop %2 a high degree our determination-to-fight-and~win
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tradition and, at the same time, constantly heighten the level of our military art,
develop science and techniques, and satisfactorily build and use our army's mitanigl.
bases in order to develop the great.fighting power of our people, completely defeat
the aggressive plot of" the U.S. imperialiéts, and successfully fulfill all historic
tasks of our army.

{eouTo Build a Corcingent of Brave, Stalwart, and Resourceful Cadres HEmployed as the
Core of Our Armed Forces

In the revolutionary struggle, we all know that, after determining a correct polit-
ieal line, the decisive cordlition for the success of this line is the organization
of 1ts implementation in which the key problem is building a contingent of cadres
firm and strong in every respec.., Since cadres are the core forece which have a
decisivg nature-in organizing thc. implemantaticn of every line-and policy of the -
party, are a bridge butween i'i¢ party and the masses, educators, -organizers, and are
guides of the masses in the execution of every party line or policy, our party and
Presidea’ Mo, in the leadership over the VPA, have shown their great concern over
bullding 2 contingent of cadres, considering it as a "precious capital of the party"
and the core of revolutionary forces. President Ho taught: "The success or failure
of everything depends on whether cadres are good or bad" and "With good cadres,
everything ¢an be done” ("To Readjust Working Methods"--page 18)

In our armed forces, a cadre member must educate and train fighters in every respect
on the basils of the party's line, policy, guideline, viewpoint, and thoughts while
commaniing thew in combat and in every task. He is often a party member or a party
corfulttee member assuming important tasks or technical work, leading the masses, and
educiting fighters, The basic condition insuring that our army is really a people's
army, an ever-victorious army having both wisdom and courage, is that the contingent
of cidres must remain absolutely loyal to the party, the people, and the fatherland,
mist e virtcous and capable, and must possess good manners. Such a contingent of
cadres will help further strengthen the wrelations between the party and masses and
between cadres and fighters in the army in a spirit of revolutionary comradeship,
political equality. solidarity, and mutual assistance in fulfilling every duty.

Man iz the most decisive factor ol our arwaed rorces! combat strength. He must be
endowed with a high revolutionary awareness and combat skill and capacity and the
erfeet of his rcie 13 very important. Though good, a weapon cannot develop 1ts
effect .7 1% is not manipulated skillfully by a brave fighter. Although fighters
are skill#ul, the armed forces cannoct develop thelr revolutionary nature and com-
bativity il cadres are not good organizers and commanders. Our armed forces' combat
strength i5 a combination of many factors and a ¢ollective strength.

Under the collective leadership of party committees and branches, the role of a cadre
consists in organizing, coordinating, combining, and transforming separate or partilal
strengths into a collective strength. If cadres lack a high determination and power
to organize implementation, a resolution cannot be turned into an action, even
tagush the leadership of party committees and branches is accurate. As a result,
there will “e no success or the success will be limited. Moreover, if cadres are

no% steadfast, the efficlent leadeprship of party committees and branches will be
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affected. Under complex, difficult eircumstances, the role of cadres, especlally
.. responsible cadres, is mora: important. Realities prove that in many cases of flerce
struggle and dirficult tasks, steadfast, resolute, Wise, brave, and active cadres

ﬁ{' having a correct I:uolj.c'r line and versed in organizing 1t5 implementation have
q cooperated with thelr units in satisfactorily achieving thei. tasks and in leading
the fight to victory., As taught by President o, "cadres are the root of all tasks.

Cadre training 1s 2 basic task of the party, wnich must feed and teach cad#gy, d5E
like a gardener who cultivates precious trees, It 1s necessary to eSteem trlsnted
people, cadres, and every person who is useful to our common work." ("To ®izdjust
Working Methods"--pages 52-57)

Qur people's revolutionary undertaking has progre:.cd more and more. Our party's
political and military tasks have unceasingly devel:-ped. Our armed forces have
matured,rapidly and are now an army with all armed hranches and .services and with
numerous items of complex equipment and techniques. Oyr combat scale has become )
larger and our military science has further developed., For this reascn, the require-
ments regarding the quality of our contingent of cadres in every respec: have fur-
ther increased. So, bullding a sufficlent contingent of steadfast, strong, and
perfect cadres for various branches and sections is a great problem having rundamen-
tal significance for the irmedlate tasks and exerting a very important effect on the
long-term tasks. Td satisfactorily build a contingent of cadres is to create a

basic organizational condition for our armed forces to successfully carry out party
leadership in every situation and in every domain of activity in the army.

Originating from the party's political and military tasks and the army's building
and combat tasks, with the aim of insuring that our army fulfill every immediate
and long-range task, our army has, for decades of building and combat and through
experiences drawn from realities, clearly understood the requirement for and task
of bullding a body of army cadres. This is the requirement to build a body of per-
fect cadres possessing high quality and adequate strength in order to meet the
demands of various branches, echelons, army branches, armed services, and the three
troop categories., This body of cadres must comprise individuals who are absolutely
loyal to the party, who wholeheartedly serve the people, who fight bravely, stanchly,
resourcefully, and flexibly, who work devotedly and positively, who possess fine
revolutionary ethics and a high politieal, military, specialized, technological, ard
professional level, who possess an inereasingly high cultural level, and whose health
and ages are consistent with the requirements and duties, in accordance with every
task. This body of cadres must continue and constantly develop the army's tracition
and experiences and must satisfactorily meet every immediate and long-range comiat
and bullding requirement. This body of cadres must possess steady core forces, good
and abundant basic and reserve sources, and forces necessary to fulfill the present
tasks, while possessing reserve forces necessary to satisfactorily fulrill the en-
sulng tasks. All this reflects the requirements set forth by the army's combat and
éf building realities and reflects the law governing the development of our army, which
is that the more our army fights, the stronger 1t becomes, and the more it fights,
the greater victories it wins,

Meeting these requirements is the basic objJective of the policy toward cadres in our
army. Thils is a conSimious, long process of struggle in many flelds, considering the

e
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comprehensive improvement and heightening of the ¢adres! level 23 a main task; con-
sidering tire task of permznently seeking tc understand and clessly manage the cadrecs
ac & condition; and considering the adequate nusrignmant of works to cadres, with the
2im of fully develoring their morale and ability an? of insuring the fulifillment cf
cvery tatk, as & gozl. Wanile building thc bedy of cadres, it is necessary toc firmly
graspy the rollowing three links: leadership-assuming cadree, tasic cadres, and
cpeciallzeé and teehnologilcal cadres; 1t is neceszary to pay attention to building
the body cof cadres as a whole and every individuzl cadre; it 1c necessary to stream-
linz and develcer the bedy of eadres of the three troor categories; and 1t is neces-
sary tc clotely cocrdinate the leading echelons with varlou: transhee and specializaed
agencies in implemanting thz poliey toward cadwea in both building and cembat. in
ans outside the army. The key problem for meeting the requirement in building the
body of cadree in cur army ccnsists of thoroughly grasping the party'es politfcy iines
toward cadiyes.

The partyr!s nelicy lin=zs toward cadres originate from the par-tyls politieal ang
crpanizaticnal lines, These linzz are the trends and principles of leadership over
svery aspa2ct and 1ink o th: policy toward cadrac. These linc:z ¢learly indicate in
wihr i direction the task of saeking scurces cof radpas and of ferning and selecting
thex must bz criented, wiat ncras this task must follcw, z2nd wha{ raquircments the
content: of traininy erd dmpreowing cadres must mzet in ordar - attata the geal of
naging the btedy of cadres in thz armed farnzs censtantly steadr zolitically, pure
wolitlealily, firm in theis attitude and thoughts, abgalzitely loyal te the party anz
peepie, an? virtuous and able ¢ fulfill cvery task. Ta's 15 2 problem related to
whe building, firm pretecition, and develeopnent of the army's neture ang trallilosn
and ve the implemertation of the party's prinzisles of leadershilp over our army.
Tinis L& tpe basie direzticn and also an cssentiel problem of the whole policy tcward
cacres, while it iz also a trend by which every cair: 2y improve and train YMimseif.
In {nplementinz the policy toward cadres in gensral and each individual :adre in
particular, a failure in thoroughly grasping the pzrty's pclicy linss toward cadres
will adverscly affect fthe revolution and will impeds the fulfillment of tatks by
cadree, because if these linss aras not thercughly grasped there will bs no trend for
selecting and training cadres, and the bzdy of eadres will have nc basc from whicr
¢ mature anc develop e£tzadily. There may te nc problerm under faveratlc eircum-
slances, but in the leng run and when facing difficulties, the tody of cadres wcula
harly have a base from walch te insure the fulfillment of thelpr tacks.

To thoroughly understand ths cadra~task linc =et forth by the party is to correctly
underztand and Implement the reviewed subctance of this linz, ineluding elass direc-
tion and cadre criteria and policy. The dirzction of c¢lacs effert, which shews the
wzy fer egeleceting cadrec, 1s the principle guliing eriteria and pclicy. Criteris
are the rcquirements and conditions to be fulfilled in selecting, training., and im-
proving cadres. Policy involves measurecs for training, imprcving, and assigning werk
to cadres in accordance with class direction and cadre criteriz. These are the three
fundamantal substances of the cadre taek line. They are tightly linkeed with each
cther. It is wrong to view the cadre-task line as ocnly onz cf class direction or as
dealing only with class origin and not to see that there are close ralationthips
between ciass direction, criteria, and policy. Not to correctly solve any one of
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these threc guestions is to fall Intc errcr in the lins anc stendpeint ¢f the partyis
cadre tasks.

Class directicn is one of the fundamental questicns of the cadre-task line of the.
pérty.' It clearly reflects our party'‘s eclass stand. Sur army ic a poople's army--a
trenchantiy vielent tocl of the proletarian administration, and a very important
organ of the revciutiohary state. It must exercise one ¢f the functions of the dic-
tatorial preletarian state, which 1s to smash the class and people's encmy. It must
unite with the entire people to regain and malntain the revolutionary administraticn.
Therefore, the army must nake the party's pelitical line ancd geals its fighting aims,
make the wcrking class' ideological stané and viewpcint its nature, apply the class
line to the organizational task, and mainly choose workers and peasants in selecting,
educating, arnd¢ tralning cadres.

The army's contingent af cadres must necezsarily be that of the party and prole-
tariat. This direction is absolutely necessary andé correct. It 1s in accordance
with the revolutionary practice in cur country, the needs and tasks of our army,
With Fresident Ho's teachings, "Workers ané peasants are the masters of the pevol: -
tion," "Workers and peazants have been the most vigercusly oppressec,”" "Workers art
peasants are the mcst numercus, s¢ the etrongest” ("The Reveolutionary Path™). Sim
war, army, and state are outccmes of a sociely with classes, the building of our
army‘e ccntingent of cadres must insurs carrect ciacs direction and zufficient pc .t
ical criteria as long as there still are clacs struggle, revolutionary struggle,
state, an€ army. Even though in each revclutionary Bhase and each link cf the cad:e
task, the use of elass direction muszt be lively, concrete, and in accordance with %he
characteristics of each ciprcumstance, it in necessary not to move confusedly awav
frcm clase cirecticn or to disregard political criteria. This is a question of stand
and principie. Only by so doilng, can cadre contingents have steadfast bases for
developing, maturing, and fuifilling their duties.

Toe have an excellent cadre contingent serving as nucleus of the armed forcee, the
party has cet forth an ethical and talent criteria. It is the direction for each
cadre tc train and educate himself as wzll as the conditien for selecting, training,
and impreving cadres and assigning tasks tc them. The ethical and talent eriteria
as set forth by the party are based on the stand ang viewpolnts of the prolegtariat
anc the requirements of its revoluticnary tasks. .They represent an important, basic
content of the task line of cadres aimed at realizing the line of insuring the selec-
tion, training, and imprevement cof numercus elite qaéres for the party and armed
forces. If z cadre correctly follows the class direction but deviates frem the
ethical and talent criteria, he cannot beccms an elite cadre but will rall into fer-
ma2lism or fractionalism which has been c¢riticized by the party. Otherwise, if he
pays attention only tec the criteria but. fails to correctly follow the class direc-
tion, there will be nc basis for the contingent of cadres to mature cteadfastly.

Morality and ability are two fundamental qualities that all our officers must have.
He who lacks one of these qualities cannot become an officer. President Ho taught
us: “He who has talents must have virtues. He who has talents, but has no virtues..
does harm to the country. He who has virtues, but has no talents resembles a Buddha
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who, staying in the pagoda, does nobody any good." (From "President Ho's Appeal,"
volume 3, page 279)

On the basis of thoroughly understanding our army's missions and goals, we must base

ourselves on the characteristics of each braneh, profession, military branch, mili-
ptary service, post, or revolutionary phase to determine the concrete contents of
officers' morality and ability. Any officer of any branch, any profession, or any
post in our army must regard combat readiness and fulfillment of his tacks as the
obléctives of his training. He must improve himself to the highest degree and most
satisfacterily fulfill his tasks--especially under fierce and arduocut circumstances
and when the task 1s difficult and arduous. Fulfilling the combat and other tasks
is the yardstick for measuring the morality and ability of our army's officers.

The relationship between morality and talent, in fact, 1s the relationship between
stand and ideclogy and work capacity. An officer must have both morality and abil-
ity. Morality means revolutionary nature. It is a basis on which we must rely to
improve cfficers, give them tasks, and develop thelr ability. Ability 1is revolu-
ticnary officers' capacity to work to develop the effects of morality and achieve
the goals and ideals of the revolution.

President Ho taught us: "Carrying out the revolution in order to transferm the old
soclety into a new goclety Is a very glcricus work. But it is alsoc a very heavy
duty, a complex, protracted, and arduous struggle. Only he who is strong physically
can carry a heavy load and travel the long way. A reveluticnary must have a revolu-
ticnary mcrality to fulfill the gloricus revolutionary tasks." ("Revelutionary
Morality" by Fresident Ho, published in the HOC TAP magazine, December 1958 iscue)
The realities emerging from our army's performance of c¢onstruction and ccmbat taskes
have further substantiated this teaching by President Ho. Only ethice provides a
sound basie for cultivating our skills. Likewise, creativeness, skillfulness, and
flexibility originate in the determination to fight and win. Tae developzoent of
skills and the usefulness of these skills to the revoluticr. can only be achieved cn
the basis cf ethics. Conversely, only by acquiring skills can we mecet ethical re-
quirements. In the army, which represents a combat organization possessing exten-
eive equipment and technélogical means and many highly complex and inspiring combat
forms, even greater importance must be attached to the problemc of leadership, com-
mand, technical. and professional skills.

The ethics which our army cadres must possess s that of the armed revclutionariee
standing cn the forefront of the armed struggle of all our people. These ethics,
which President Ho taught our army cadres, are demonstrated by the fact that- "poli-
tics is manifested while fighting the aggressors," ("President Ho and the Armed
Forces," page 122--SONG HAO), by "loyalty to the party and devotion to the pezple,”
by thoroughly revolutionary epirit, and unflagging fighting determination, and the
spirit of "standing ready to fight and to undergc sacrifices for the fatherland's
independence and freedom and for socialism,” and by willingness to sacrifice onels
life for the revolution. This represents the c¢climax of the revolutionary ethics of
those directiy engaged in combat in the life-or-death struggle agalnst the enemy on
the battlefield. These ethies, which are an inzeparable component of the proletarian
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revoluticnary ethics and of collectivism, apra clesely assccizted wilkh the qualitles
and the fine traits of tho outszbancding werkers in every field of zetlivity, It ir
therefore nececsary, under normal circumstanczes, o gtrenuoucly cultivate one's
revolutlonary qualitibs dnd ecullivate cerrect thoughts and seontinment teward oneis
duties, the party. the people, onc's ccmradec and ccmrades-in-arme, onesell, and cng's
family. We must train ourselves inte "simple, nedezt, diligent, thrifty, hcnest.
selfiess, upright, arnd impartial" cacres; resclutely eradiecate individualism; and
Insure that in ccnstruction and cembat and under favorablec cr difficult circum-
stances, a corrcet attitude is conctanily maintained toward the encmy, the pariy,
the people, an? cur compades ané comrade¢gs-in-arms in cembat, in werk perlcrrance,
and in other activities.

Ethics alene 1s not enough., It is also nocessary to acquire capabllity. Only by sc¢
doing can we become cadres. While stating that ethic:o rerresenve the basic facter,
W& alsc acsert that capability iz highly imrertant. Capatility represents the lev:~
cf understzanding, knsﬁiedge. and experience, and the abtility tc practice. This
represents the level cof understanding of Ma-xict-Leninist thecrics, the ability t-
organizec leadership and command, and the levels of poelitical, military, cul tural
profescsicnal, and techneclegical knewledge. 4As a party cadre in the armsqg forces,
every cadre-in our army--Gepending en nic level eof Knowledge and avility and on ti.
requirements of each cchelen--must be thercughly imbued with the Marxist-Leninist
viewpcint ani theories concerning war and thnc army; know how te correctly and cre
tively apply these theorie:z tc the practieal conditions cf the armed struggle in
Vietram; be deeply imbued with cur party‘s military line; and understand cur ance. -
ters® traditicns of and experience in ighting the aggrecscrs, and the extrencly
riek, oreative experience in ccmbat and conztructicn acquired by our army ang peonl:
under party leaderthip. In a situation in which our military cecience has increas-
ingly developced and our armyfs material and tecanical bases have been increasihgl-
imrreved, and in waich the cnery hac concocted many insidicus, perfidious schemes
and tricks, pessessec extensive, medern equipzent and technolcgical means, and nac
repgularly changzé hic fricks and ixproved hic equipkent, it Is all the mcre Necegsir,
fer us te strenucusly engage in studies, n explcring new things, and in recaclitu-
lating cur expcrience in order teo censtantly improve our standards in all fields arg,
thereby, insure an increasingly saticfactery fulfillment el cur duties.

Oniy vy firmiy grasping and correctly applying the ethical ané capability'éiiteria
and, cn the basis cf these criteria, selecting, training, anc improving our cadres,
can our army vualld a firm, strong cadre ccrps fully éépablé cl fﬁlrilling every task,
It it errconecus to separate [ethics frer capabilityl, to attach importance only tc
capabllity while slighting ethics, cr conversely, to stress only ethics while paying
inadeguate attention te capability or tc separate the ethical and capabillity criteria
frem the clase direction,

To implement the class direction and apply the ethical ang capability criteria, we
must alsc firwly grasp the cadre policy, winich is an impeortant part of the line
governing the perfcrmance cf work-related cadres. This reprecents the praovisions
and measures for training and improving ¢adres and effecting a distribution of work
in ceonformity with the class direction, the establishgd eriteria, and the abllity
and strongpoints 8f each category of cadres, with 4 v188 t¢ insuring that the cadre

—
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corps develops steadfastly and that each cadre progresses and fulfills his duties.
Our cadre policy is based on the party's organizational line, on the requirements

of revolutionary tasks, and on the real situation of our soclety znd army. The main
content of the cadre policy consists of training and improving our cadres, effecting
a distribution of work and assignments in conformity with their ability, and thereby.
meeting revolutionary requirements and creating conditions for our cadres to con-
stantly progress and to serve the revolution more and more satisfactorily. The cadre
policy demonstrates the party's stand and viewpoint regarding the common interests of
the revolutionary undertaking. This poliey also demonstrateg the sentiment of the
party, the army, and the crganizaticn tocward cadres. If only a certain aspect, a
certain facet, of the cadre pclicy is understood, this policy will be implemented in
a deviate fashion.

Thorcugh understanding of the party's line governing the perfcrmance of work related
to cadres is demonstrated by a thorough, c¢orrect implemsntaticn of all the three
following contents: the class direction, established criteria, znd cadre policy.
The process of thoroughly understanding the party line governing the perforzance of
work related to cadres represents a process of heightening the lzvel of class en-
lightenment, cultivating correct ideological awareness, and rectifying in time any
erroneous ccgnizance cf the lins governing the performance cf work related tc cadres
--in awareness, in action, and in the performance of educational and crganizational
tacks.

Over the past decades, ied and educated ty the party and Fresident He, the cadre
ccrps in cur army nas made rapid, steadfast progress anc has met the army's con-
struction and ccmbat requirements. This is a result of the correct, creative appli-
czticn ,of the party's linz governing the perforaance of cadre-rclated werk in cur
armed forces construction and in combat cituations. OQur army has nct enly built a
large, strcng cadre corps, but alsc has acquired extensive, valuctle crperience in
the perfcrmance of work related tc cadres. We have gradually and fully realized the
rroblems of prineiple and have understcod moere profoundly and beccme more confident
in the party line governing the performance of work rclated tc cadres.

With the party'es correct, creative line governing the performance c¢f wWcrk related to
cadres, with the valuable experience acquired cver the past decades, especially the
rienh experience zcquired during the yearz of construeticon and of anti-U.S, national
galveticon recsistance, and with a c¢adre corps which has becen tested in the twe great
revclutionary wars of cur people and which possesses very abundant, steady replenish-
ment scurces, we definitely possess a firm basis for building a cadre corps which is
atsoiutely loyal to the party and the pecple, which is ethics-imbued and capable,

and which cutstandingly fulfills every task entrusted to it by the. party and the
state.
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[Text] 5--To Build and Steadily Consolidate the Political Task Organlzation znd
System in Crder To Carry Out the Party ILeadership.

The revolution led by the working class party is the greatest, the most thordagh,

and the deepest revolution in the history of =zociety. Because the proletarishn
ravolution basically differs from all precedihg revolutlens, it is designaed ot

to replace a form and system of exploitation with snother, but it is aiméﬂ at
establishing the working class dictatorship, at completely referming thé old soclety,
and at building a completely new socialist system without class, with nc more
exploitation and oppression--the most advanced and superior society in history.

In order to score successes In revolutionary struggle, 2t is primarily necessary
to have the genuine party of the working class which firmly grasps the sclentiflic
theory of Marxism-leninism, which possesses correct and creative revolutlonary lines,
and which is closely related te the masses in order to be the vanguard foree of
the class and the staff of the revolution. Moreover, it is alsc necessary tc have
the masses' great and powerful revoluticnary forces possessing a high sense ol
political enlightenment, a close orgenization, and a firm revolutionary spirit

and serving as forces to implement the party's revolutionary lines and tasks.
Because the masses are the founders of history, the revolutionary undertaking is
that of the masses, and without a massive participation by the masses, revolution
cannct be crowned with success.

For this reason, in revolutionary leadership, the responsibllity of the party of

the working class consists not only in setting forth correct revélutionary line

and tasks, but also in carrying out the revolutionary mobilization task and leading
and organizing the sueccessful implementa‘ion of revolutionary line and tasks. These
are the two basic links of the revolutionary leadership task. If the party cannot
set forth a correct line, it cannot lead the revolution. Woreover, if it does not
carry out the revolutionary mobilization task in leadership, 1t cannot develop the
masses! strength and transform the revolutionary line and tasks into real viectory.

Revolution is a comprehensive struggle in all spheres and on all fronts with the
participation of many revolutionary mass organizations and forces. For this reason,
the party'!s leadership task must embrace all domains and fronts and must be carried
out in all revolutionary forces of the masses. Wherever the revolutlonary struggle
and the masses' activities are prevalent, there the party must carry out its leader-
ship and revolutionary mobilization task to concentrate the masses! great strength

to defeat the enemy and realize the revolutionary objectives.

Our country's revolution led by the party of the Vietnamese working class 1is a
people!s democratic national revolution moving toward the soclalist revolution to
liverate the nation and class and to build a socialist and communist regime it is
the greatest, deepest, and most complete revolution in our country'!s history.

To successfully lead this revolution, our party has not only set forth a correct
revolutionary line and determined a very creative revolutionary method, but has

also grasped the revolviionary mobilization task and carried out steadfast, com-
prehensive leadership in all struggle spheres and among the masses! forces. As

a result, it has succeeded in developing the great strength of revolutlonary forces
and of the entire nation and realizing 1ts revolutionmary line, tasks, and objectives.
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Qur armed forces are an armed revolutionary mass organization set up and led by
the party and employed as a violant teool for realizing the party's revolutionary
line and tasks. Qur party considers the organization ¢ and close leadership over
the armed forces as its political responsibility and historic task.

To carry out this leading task, our party has not only laid down a political 1line

and a military line to lead the overall building and combat tasks of our army, but
also has conducted a deep revolutionary mobilization movement in the army and carried
cut its comprehensive leadership over the army. Our party has built an organizaticnal
system and a leading system from top to bottom to exert leadership over the army.

It has also bullt a system and organized a network of political task in the army.

In building an organization and a system of political tasks in the army, our party
has aimed at carrying cut the revolutienury mobilization task, exerting its leader-
shiv over the army, building our army politically, building its reveciutlonary nature,
and developing its fighting power in order to successfully implement the party's
revolutionary line and tasks.

Immediately after founding our armed forces, our party laid down the principles
governing the peliticai building of our armed forces, regarding them as the fundamental
principles governing the building of our armed forces. It also built a system of
political tasks and organized the carrying ocut of these tasks in the army.

At the 1st party conzress in 1935, a resolution on the crganization of a pern .=at
worker-peasant self-dafense corps was adopted, stipulating that in platcons and
companies, the.- must be "a communist delegate playing the role of commander....l

The revolutionary -nature of the sellf-defense corps must ™

be preserved.... The party's commanding powWer must be sirictly implemented in the
self-defanse corps...-" (¥Military Resolution cof the Party," QUAN DCT NHAN DAN
Publishing house, page 21} In the national salvation army units, the Vietnam liberation
army propaganda units, the Ba Tc guerrilla units, and so forth, there were a system

of pelitical tasks, political commissars, and cadres entrusted by the party with
carrying-out party tasks and political tasks.

Due to the fact that our party has been constantly concerned with consoliazting tnhe.
politieal tasks in our army have clear and correct goal:c and trends. They have
peen guided by Marxism-Leninism and the party's experiences concerning revoluticnar,
struggle. They have a strong and stable organizational system, have been governed
by strict principles, and have work methods consistent with the organization of our
army's activitles. Thus, political tasks have fulfilled their duty of implementing
party leadepship over our army, consclidating our army's revolutionary nature day

by day , developing our army's revolutionary traditions day by day, making our army
absolutely loyal to our party and people, and causing our army to constantly keep

a firm hold on its struggle obJectives, resolutely achleve the party's revolutionary
line and goals, and satisfactorily fulfill all tasks. Political task in our army
have become a source of power, a tradition, a principle governing our army's buillding.



Originating from thke principle of partly leadership cver the army, frcm the rarty's
Folitical and military lines, and from the characterisitics and nature of the rew-
type army of the prolstariat--a revolutionary army under our party lealership--ths
political task is aimed at detarmining the gecal, duties, rrincipies of aetion,
organizational foraxs, md work methoeds,

Since we have had our army and the party leadership over it, there hase teen the
organization »nd aetivities of the political task. Our army's political tack

iz elosely asscciated with the party leadership and crganizss 1ts activities under
the party leadership. Whetever thare are party leaderchip, armesd forcaes

: activities, and army duties, there are the organization and activities of ths

political task.

Our political task has considerad the implementation of the party leadarship and
the consclidation and ctrerngthening of the party leadership over the army as a
basic taslk, used the rarty's political and miiitary lines to datermine the tas:,
trends ard centents; ¢oncidered the tuilding of the revoluticnary nature and the
type arny nature ard the fulfillment of the army!'s comtat duties as a goal; ang
¢onsidered the leadership comportment and methcd in accordance with the party's
nass lines as the basie comportment and methed of the pelitical tack.

The party's reveolutibnary movement is a process of revolutionary enlighterment,
rotitiecal education, ideclogical lsadership, and orginization and zuidance of ti.=
masses'! action in achieving obJectivas and fulfilling revclutionary tasks,
Therefors, in any field and in the organization of any force, the revolutionar:
mobilizaticn task, alred at implemsnting party leadership, must regard Marxici-
leninisn, the working class' stand, 1deologzy, and naturs, and the party's
revolutionary line and tacsks as its trend and content; rarty organizations ac
leading starffs; the buildinzg of mer and mass organizaticns as the tuilding or
active forees; and the successful fulfiliment of revolutinnary tasks and tne tL: .o
T each cerganization and each forece as its objective,

- Thoroughly understanding the prineiples, standpoirnt, and methcds of the party':
revolutionary mobilization task and epplying them in aceordance with the
characteristies, objectives, and natura of the revolutionary armed forces, our
political task as asserted i1ts thrae fundz-ental characters--leading character,
£L.77. secharacter, and mass character.

Only through ¥eepinz a firm hold on the cbimetives and nature of the political tasi
ciln wWe make all activities rollow tihe Tight trend, correctly fulfill our tazsks and
duties. Mavecorrect work methods, and achieve all the obJeatives of the

pelitical task in all rields of our army's activitias,

Qur army is a mass organization and a revoiutionary force organized and led by our
perty; “utitis an armed mass organization. Thus, it has not only the general
characteristics of a revalutionary organization and a mass force of the party,

' but also the particular characteristies and nature of an armed force, These
characteristics and nature are reflected by the mission of our army which is our
party!s tool for enforcing revelutionary violence; by its main task which 1s to
struggie to destroy and disintegrate the enemy's counterrevolutionary violence,
safeguard our administration, and preserve the revolutionary achlevements; by

the direct targst of its struggle, which is the armed enemy; by its righting place
! which i3 the battlefield; (paragraph continues]

T
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by the characteristics of its activities, which are to Struggle urgently,
continuously, fiercely, and flexibly; and by its organizati-r2l structure which
consists of associat’ng .aen having deep revoluticnary enlightenment and a yide
rnouwledge of nilitary science and techniques with c¢lose crganization, strief
discipiine, and utnost concentraticn and unity and with a large and coaplex material
basis, thus creating a combined strength for combat and the fulfillment ~f a'l tasks,

These charaecteristics and this nature have breught forward the necessity of making
our arny stable and strong conmprehensively--poelitically, ideclogically, and
organizaticnally. It is necessary to build both men and the community; help ocur
army's officers and scldiers heighten their political enlightennent level, acquire
good revolutionary virtues, and improve their abllity and their =zilitary, scientific,
and technical knouwledge; and help our army organizations build a base which is
stable politically, streng ideologically, and tight organizationally, heighten thezir
nilitary, seientific., and technical level, improve their werk and cznhat methods, and
reinferee their material and technical bases so that they can ecntinually develop
their great powsr and satisfactorily fulfill all the armny's tasks.

eharacteristics and nature have alsc required the political tasit to cerrzetly

i 221 relations Letucen idszology and orzanizatien, betysen pglitics 2and techniga:
watsen men and weapons, and ketween the develcpment of the pouer of the matertal

ar¢ tzchnmigal tases in our arny.

Thercfore, the political task in cur army must not only comply with the party's
general principle of revoluticnary motivational tasli, but zlse apply it in
accordance with the army's characteristies and activity rules. Not being thoroughly
aware of the general principle, we will easily fall into errors of lire ané principle;
qoever, not being thoroughly awere of the characteristics, nature, and particulsr
ruies of arsed struggle and araed-force building, ve will meve away from the army’s
r2alities and the armed forecs® concrete duties and will nct have adaguate and
substantial preecsdures for action.

‘znsequently, our aray's pelitical task will ret have particular roictents, ferns,
mathods, and activities different from thst of the party's revolutionery motivaticnal
~ast in the nass crgans' political struggle, producticn, ard so forth and will fin

it difficult to fulrill the task of implementing the party's leadership in the
ermed forces.

Jur army is a revclutionary army which has been organized and led by cur party, the
vcorking class! party. This ic a class arny, but alsc a pacple's army. Therefore,

sur army'!s birth and develcpment have their ~'n histerical circumstances and condlticr
and characteristics. Our army was born in t!: national salvatiocn struggle mevement
led Ly our ¥nowing party, cadres, and scoldiers, .:cellent men in regard to revciutima
classes and strata who have voluntarily Joined the armed forces. Our army's buildirg
and maturation procies ia a continuous proecess which, inheriting our nation's arazad
strugrle experience and unyielding tradition, aims at realizing the people's
ds“ocratic and national revolution advancing toward socialist revolution under our
country's histerical conditions.
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Therefore, our army is the voerking class new type of army which makes the Marxist-
Leninist revolutiopary ress ning its ideological foundation, the working ¢lass revolutionary
enterprise:its'fighting-goal.;and the working clnss*revolutionsry nature. its own. More-
over our army has i zhararteristics, tradition, and experience of a Victnamese pecple's
army and ol the Vietnames. people. Therelfore, the political task must originate frco

this characteristic to tlearly understand and awplr the Marxist-lLeninist reasoning g§§
viewpoint, to be thoroughly aware of our party!s political and military lingz, uof
implement sur party's leadership in the army, and to politically and sdeoloxigmlly build

s the army in accordance with the real conditions and circumstances of our coupsry's

i history. Alsc, the political task must take this sharacteristic intoe consiceration in
order %o build adequate organizational principles and forms and poli“icai;task regulations
and methods and to satisfactorily develop the politizal-task tradition ard experience

in our sarmy. '

Along with developing armed forces, a rigorous political task:system has been installed -
! in main forech, regional, militia, and self-delfense units, in branches, services, in

national-defenge organs, schools, Tfactories, and so forth, In units from regiment-size

upward we have assignsd political commissars and organs, in battalions arnd eompanics

we have assigned political ¢sdres, &néd in speclalized pranches! organs...., according

to necessity, we have assigned political érgans, commissars, or cadres.

The political task has the following concrete goals: 1--To educate Marxism-lLeninism;
© -~ . to build the ideological view and stand and the reasoning method of the working class;
! to heighten patriotism and communism awareness; to develop the cadres! and soldieps!
revolutionary quality and ethics amd organizational and discipline consciousness.

2--To thoroughly understand.the party's line, stand, and policies and the army's
fighting and huilding goals; to advance cadres and soldiers under the party's leading
banner,

3--To thoroughly understand the party's military lines and goals, stands toward building
the peoplets armed forces, the carrying out of the people's war, strategic and tactical
ideology, military art, and building and applying scimnce, techniques, and specialities;

to motivate cadres and soldiers to actively study and learn in order to heighten tactical,
techniedl, and professional levela; to satisfactorily use and manage material and technical
bases in order to fully increase their power of providing the army with sufficient strangth
to fulfill any tasks and to defeat any enemies.

4--To implement the party's stand toward building politically, ideologioeally, and

organizationally steadfast party organs in order to lead units throughout the army; to
build and develop all mass organs'! functions and activities; to successlully build a

‘ comtinggnt of virtuous and talented cadres able to fulfill any tasks and to be the

nucleus of the armed forces! building and fighting tasks.

! " 5--To build and strengthen the internal, people-armed force, and international solidarity,
f 50 that our army can highly develop develop 1ts strength in order to wholeheartedly unite
Wwith our people and our fraternal country's people's to fight the common enemy, to gain
glorious successes, and to fulfill our national and international tasks.




6--To carry on the safeguarding task; to smash all the enemy's sabotoge maneuvers;
to disintegrate thea enemy'!s units; to nurture and develop revolutionary forces.

To achieve great results, the political task in our armed forces must assoclate the
improvement of knowledge and i1deological building with leadership cover activities;
the ideological task with the organizational task; the leadership of party echelons
and chi bo with the organization of the carrying out of the political task by
commanders and political organs of various echelons and the mohilization of all
armymen to carry out the political task; the bduilding of men with the building of
organizations, and so forth.

The poliitical task must keep a firm hold on these tasks--propaganda and training,
organization, cadres, protection, c¢ivilian proselyting, and militazry proselyting--
and know-how to carry them out flexiblvy and creatively, in accordance with %l
characteristics, nature, and goals of all the thrgse forces, on all battlefields,
under all combat and building circumstances of azll military services and brinches,
in all sciantific, technical, and other fields. Only then can the political task
develop is power to a high degree, thus making positive contributicns to Laproving
our avay's qualities and developing 1ts combativity in order tc defeat the enemy.

Th2 entire political task of our army 1s aimed at implementing party leadership,
building our army's vevolutionary nature, and developing our army's combativity in
order ko achieve the party's revolutionary tasks and objectives. Thus, building

the system of political tasks and organieging them firmly is the fundamsntal and
permanenl requirement of great significance toward the implementation of party
leadership. It is a principle, a tradition, an experience, as well as a responsibility
waleh we rmist fulfill to help our army satisfactorily carry out zll its combat and
building tasks.

6--To Bulld a Firm, Strong Party Chapter as a Nucleus of Leadership and Unity in
the Armed Forces

Marxist-Leninist theories and the historical experience of the world proletarian
revelution have c¢learly shown that in order to achieve victory, the prcieturiar
revelution must be gulded by the sclentific, revolutionary Marxist-Leninis* thecsr.=»s,
use the revolutionary classes' forces to carry out revoluticn, and possess a rexc. ,
clear-sighted brain trust in order to lead the revolution. The brain trust, that

is, the firm, strong vanguard party of the leading working class, 1s the most hasic
condition, because only by possessing such a party c¢an revolutionary theories be
applied to practical conditions, can lines be formulated, and can forces be built

in order to lead the struggle to victory. Reviewing the proletariat?!s revoluticnary
movement over the past decade or more, the Marxist parties have asserted that the
building of the proletariat!s party into a firm, strong one is a universal rule

and the most basic condition for the proletariat to fulfill its glorious, historical
duty. Marx said: "The organization of the proletariat into a political party is

a sine qua non for insuring that the socizl revelution achleves victory and its
ultimate goal, that of annihila%ting ¢lasses.” (Marx-Engels, "Selected Works,"
Volume 1, Su That publiching house, 1962, page ¢18.
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__23'1927. President Ho said:"...revelutionary strength tust be concentrated., To
concentrate revolutionary strength, there must be 8 revolutlonary party.” He
s8id:  "There must madmarily be. 3 revolutionary party, in orger that, domestically,
we mobilize and organize the masses and, externally, we communicate With the
oppressed peoples and the proletariats everywhere. Only when the party is firm
can the revolution triumphs. Likewise, only when the helmsman is in firm control
can the boat move." ("The Revolutionary Path®)

To exert party leadership over the armed forees, the very basic, very importent
requirement 1is to build a proletarian stand 2nd a proletarian ideclogiczl vicwpoint
and to set forth construetion and combat tasks for the army. The zrmy must also
possess leadership, command, and mass organizations in order to translate party
lines end polisies into the armyfs action, suceessfully achieve revolutionary
objectives, and fulfill revolutionary tasks. Of thess organizations, the party's
leadership organization plays a deeisive role, because only. when the leadership
organization exists can the command .and mass organizations have a direction orienting
their action end have objectives for which they strive to achieve. The realities
emerging over the past decades have proved that only by having a firm, strong party
chapter possessing a numerous, firm cedre and party member corps and firm party
branches and party committees from higher to lower echelons can all our armed forces
and every army unit constantly adopt correct policies, take correct action, and
thoroughly understand party lines, guidelines, and policies in construetion and
combat and in the performance of military, political, and logistic tasks. Thereby,
our army!s personnel and organizations constantly remain firm and strong, firmly
maintain the working class's stand, possess an outstanding combat comportment and
work performance and a grest combet strength, and are capable of defeating every
enemy and fulfilling every task.

For this reason, our party regulations clearly stipulste: "The party organization

in the Vietnzmese People's Army 1s 8 component of the party organization under the
Central Copmittee's leadership.” To absolutely obey the party Central Committee,

to resolutely implement every party. policy and resolution, and to closely unite around
the party Centra ommittee frepreatnt ua\t&?q‘of principle. They also represert

our ari&*s po tl‘fl respoh ibility, duty, dnd extremely fine traditions.

The party chapter in the army is the nucleus of leadership in the party's armed

forces. Every victory of the army is inseparable from the construction and leadership
achievements of the party organization in the army. only when the party organlzation

is rirm and strong can the army be firm and strong. This 1s a profound experience
drawn from the realities emerging from our army's performance of combat and construction
tasks.

Over the pest decades, under the party Centrel Committee's leadership, the party
chapter in our army has matured steadfastly and comprehensively. Trained in the
practical conditions of the revolutionary struggle and of our army's performance

of construction and combat tasks, our party members and c¢adres in the army have
improved their stand, ideology, and leadership capability, satisfactorily developing
their vanguard role in every field of mass activity. Party branches have constantly
admitted into the party the advanced elite from among the masses, thus insuring

the high quality and increasing the numerical strength of the party member and

cadre corps. [psragraph continues]
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The party organization has been inereasingly and comprehensively conseclidated,
has become firm politically and ideologically, large ard strong organizationally,
and outstanding in leadership, and has strictly adhered to principles. The party
leadership system has constantly and suecessfully developed its strength in order
to lead the armed forces in fulfilling every task.

This represents a success of great signifieance in exerting party leadership over
the army. This alsc represents a success for the army's party chapter in rfirmly
grasping and correctly applying the party-building principles to the practical
cembat and construction conditions of our armed forces.

In building and firmly strengthening the party organization so that it ean fulrill
1ts leadership task the key problem is to constantly strive to firmly maintain and
enhance the class and vanguard character of the party.

To enhance the partyt!s class and vanguard character, it is necessary to builld and
comprehensively and firmly strengthen the party politieally, ldeclogieally, and
organizationally. It is necessary to constantly improve the party members!
understanding of Marxist-Leninist theories, educate them regarding the party's
reveolutionary line and policies, and enable them to build a vwerking-class stand

and ildeclogy and to overcoms nonproletarian thoughts. It is also necessary to
attach the greatest importince to building and the party organizationally,
developing party members, improving and perfecting the party committee and party
branech organizationa, strictly implementing the principle of eentralized demoeratie
organizatidn, and satisfactorily implementing the party's activity system, in
order to achieve unity of thougnt, organizatien, and action, develop the party
members! intellect and eapabilities, and inerease the leadership strength of party
organirzations.

Enkancing the partyts elass and vanguard character represents the steering ideoclogy
whieh has.thoroughly permeated the content of the tasks of bulld:ng the party, man,
and the organizaticn. This ideoclogy must be primarily reflecte- by the formation of
a large, strong, and outstanding party member corps ror party chapters.

Party members contribute toward formulating party lines, guidelines, an? zolizieg,

They directly implement every pafty directive and'resolution. closely assoeiatir..
themselves with the masses, and constitute a scurce from which prospective membe.
are picked for party committees and for the party member eorps. They also provdde
a basis for building and firmly strengthening part- organizations. The party ‘
members' ideclogy, ethies, and capabilities represent a basic fastor defermining
the militant strength of party scrganizations, It is for this reascn that in
bullding the party member corps as a highly important task.

Our party, which represents an organized vanguard corps, is the working class's highest
organization. Therefore, our party members must truly represent the woerking class's
ethics and skills.

Though the formabion of the party member corps must be comprehensive, qualitatively

and quantitatively,‘qualitj is always an important problem. The impfovement cof the
Party members' ethics and capabilities must be regarded as the mair conten:. The

party cannot lead the revelution without an adequate number of party members.

Therefore, we have hitherto advocated positively and econstantly developing the pérty
and enabling it to acquire widespread bases in all units and in every field of aetivity,
in conformity with fulfilling every task. [paragraph continues]
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It is a requirement that party memters serve as the nuclei of leadership wherever &)
masses exist, and that party leadership organizations exist wherever command

' organizatiosns exist. PFaczd with osur arny's rapid developnent, especially under

bk combat circumstances, the quantitative requirement for party members has
substantially increased. ¥t realities keve shown that if the rarty only pdsgesges °
4 numerous, yet qualitatively inferior, membership, it does not possess realustréngth.

The party's strength is leadership, the class vanguard rule, and the staff of the
revolution. Therefore, in the task of developing the party, regardless of
circumstances, we nust firmly grasp its class and vanguard character, class direction,
political criteria, and the riotto of "actively, steadily, and permanently insurir -
quantity and quality~-attazhing more importance to quality--~and developing along
with consolidating.” )

The party member!s qQuality must rerflect .the Conmunist. Party membetr's fundamental
criteria. He must be gble ©o fulfilll his duties in the organ, the realm, and thc
technical branch Where he works.

The more steadfastly the aruy is develeoped and. the formidable the fighting task,

the more we need to raise the party member's quality so that the party menber
constantly has endugh talent and virtue to fulfill his -task as a vanguard soldioe;
The party member must have the working class stand, viewpoint, and thinking rmethoo,
understand Marxist-Leninist reasonirg, clearly understand the party progran and
bylaws, grasp the party's nilitary jdeolszy and line and its viewpoints toward
building and developing military art, buiid and apply military sclence and techne io,
and have a .deep and breoad intimate knowledge or the specialties and business '
3f the branch where he serves., It is necessary t3 ba progressive in thinking arn:
exenplary in behaving, to responsibly and efficiently contributé to common leade:uii
to satisfactorily fulfill one's task, and to sucecessfully educate, convince, an.
nobilize the masses to unite to successfully carry sut the decisisns of party
cormittees of various levels and carry osut snes units tasks.

To steadfastly build basic srgans and party committees of various levels, we nus:
actively prsvide provisionary party menbers with favorable conditions for beconing
official party nenbers and help every party member to know how to satisfactorily
carry out the leaging taslk, activities among the pecple, and the tasks or party
cortmittees at various levels. A party member who is a cadre especially must know
how to skillfully carry oul tke tasks of a party committee. To puild a runerays
contingent of party members of high and appropriate quality, it is also necessary
to successfully build and nurture mass forces in osrder £9 have 4@ Ssdurce [or
developing the party. It is necessary to educate the massges to clearly understand
the party's rfighting goals and ideals and the party member’s duties so that they will
voluntarily and conscizusly fight under the party'!s banner, satisfactorily carry
out tre tasks entrusted by the party, responsibly and constructively criticize

the party member, supporit and assist the party member to fulrfill his tasks, con-
tribute ideas to the party's leading task, and actively train them in aceordance
with advanced examples set by party members.

1 s . o
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By bullding a sound group of party members of high quality advanced in every aspect,
having a strength fitting the requirements, tasks and crganization of the units, playin
a leading role in various flelds and under all circumstances, havin;; the support of

the masses to carry out the party leadership and to serve as a reserve source of party
members, will we be able to have a basis for building sound party chapters and to have
conditions to successfully carry out all tasks.

The requirements of heightening the class and vanguard character of the party is
determined not only in the building of man, but alsc the building of the party organiza
tion. The party chapters, from chi bo to party committees, must be sound, strong,

and advanced. Only in such c¢ondition will our entire party become a well-organizad var
guard body and the highest organization of the working class. Each party organization
must fulfill the leadership task within 1ts scope of activities. Only in such:a
conditlon will the army’s party committee be able to fulfill its leadership task. Only
with strong organization we will be able to davelop the morale and capabilitles of
each man into collective strength, a combined strength. But this strength must be
reflected by a clear-cut distribution of manpower, close cooperation of all ergans and
all men, unity and unanimity of views and action, and by self-enlightenmant and
voluntary spirit to fulrill all tasks of the revolution and to carry cut common
objectives and ldeals., Organizational strength also resides in building and improving
good men, revolutionary men, and reforming backward psople. Therefors, alang with
building men, building thne party organization 1s also of great importance,

The requirements of the heightening of the class and character of the party in the
organizational field require that great efforts must be exerted to strengthen and
improve the leadership of the party organization, and primarily to heighten the leadar-
ship strength of the chil bos,. the basle party organization in our army. The party's
oasie organization 1s a meeting place for all party members, the leadership and unity
2zore 1in the unit, and an education and training center for all party members, The
2arty's basic organization unites the party with the masses. It is a place where

the masses are directly mobilized, organized, and guided to carry out all lines and
colicies of the party, a testing grovnd for 411 policies and leadership-of the various
echelons. The strength of the party's combativity and leadership, and the .relations
setween the party and the masses primarily depend on the basic organization of the
2arty. Therefore, the building of Sound basic organizations of the rarty and the
strengthening of the chi bos?! leadership capability is a most practical and effective
-ask to heighten the class and vanguard character of the party, a problem of great
importance in the entire task of building and sound army party chapters.

President Ho taught:

"To lead the revelution, the party must be powerful. The party is powerful when the
party branches are good.” (President Ho's talk at the new party members! training
course organized by the Hanoi Municipal People's Council, May 1966). Therefore, we
vonstantly consider the building of party branches an important goal in the task of
bullding the party, and we assert that "only when party branches are powerful, can
companies be powerful, and only when party branches are good in teadership, can units
be successful in building and in combat." Therefore, we consider this a principle
for building the army's basic units and assert that all echelons and party members
must be responsible for building party branches.
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To heighten the class character, *he vanguard character, it is recessary to thoroushly
grasp the party's orgonizational principle znd systom of actlvity and leadership. The
' party bylaw had clearly determined that the party!s erganirational principle, aetivity,
' and lecdership are ruled. by cemocratic centralization, Lenin indicated that "the vnifi-
cdtion in the problems of principles and stratopies-constitutes an essential but in-
sufficient condition for insuring the pariy’'s unification and task centralization....
To achileve these objectives, 1t is also necessary to achleve unification in the
organizational task." ({Lenin, Selected Works, Volume 1, Part 1, page 591} It is

with the aim of achieving this unification in the organizational task that our

varty considers the principle of derocratic centralization as 1ts own basic organi-
zational principle. This principle determines the relationship between individuals
ané organizations, between wminority ang majJority, between low and high echelons, anA
botuveen compenents and an entire apparatus., It succeeds in insuring high unification
vith regard to will and action, thus making the entire party form a steady bloc.

It succeeds in developing the positive and creative character among the majority

of party members and in rully concentrating the intelligence of the party members

and the masses on determiﬁing accurate lines and policies and on managing to

! Successfully implement them. Moreover, the satisractory implementation of the
principle of democratie centralization is also aimed at insuring widespread

democracy and strict discipline inside the party, at making the party ranks

steady, united, and singleminded, and invigorating the party!s leadership strength

The party chapicr in the army 1s a nariy osrganizatisn to assume leadership sver the 3.
Torces. The arned farces, which are closely organized, vhich observe a strict diega.-:

Which operate intensively, which conduct a difficult, fierce fight against the ener- --
wiit victories, must, therefore, ever more satisfactorily observe the principle :f C;ﬁT
central_zation so as to strengthen unity and singlemindedness and ts fully develo:
talent ard inteliigence of the entire party cnapter to fulfill the party's leader;r
Lask. Thorosughly understanding and correctly applying this principle, our army's iér
chapter has regularly carriec sut the party!s political and ideological tasks, sa:is?act' i
implemented the system of critielsm and self-criticism, strengthened discipline and

contro: l.aside the party ranks, heightened the party members! level, ang eniouraged -,z
ABESES Lo contribute vieus concerning the party building task, That lg why, sz far 3:
party chapter has acnieved unity of thought and actions, turned itselr into a solié‘q;;
achieved sokidarity and unity of mind at all levels, and contiriuaily developed tie s :

-4 its Jeadership aver the army s trhat the latter can fulfill all 1ts tasks.

v
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To e:isrce the party's principle or democratic centralization, it is necessary tn
?athractorily carry osut the system on party committees: the chi bo exerts czilacoi,
; ;earersh}p while its head assigns tasks and 1s responsible for erganizing the carry.rz
! o 2 these tasks. This system is almed at centralizing leadership on the commun:tf
vallzing the intelligenece sf all 1ts members, making this leédership comprehensi;é

il realistie, and developing to a high degrea the imtiative spirit

» creativeness, ang

<¢nse of responsivility of all its members; and at closely ceordinating various aspects
of the party'!'s tasks in the army, thus insuring a unity af nind and actiohs.
insures correct and thorough implementation of the command's crders and instru
It enables those with sclentifie, technical, and professional tasks to
views and ideas and apply them correctly. [paragraph continues ]
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This system is fully consistent with our armed forces! urgent work and ccmbat conditions
and all the scales and forms of their activities.

While building its organizations, the new-style party of the working class must fulfill
the very important task of strengthening unity and singlemindedness. Because our
party is a bloc with a common will and uniform actions, any division or dissension
inside the party weakens 1t and creates gaps which the enemy utilizes to undermine our
party and revolution. Unity of mind and actions inside party organizations is a most
concentrated manifestation of our party!s internal relations. Thus, President Ho--

the founder, trainer, and leader of our party--taught us: "Unity is our strength.
Closely united, we are surely able to overcome all difficulties, develop all advantages,
and fulfill all tasks entrusted us by the people.”" {From "Hc Chi Minhls Selected
Works," page 505). Just before leaving us forever, he still advised us: "Unity is

an extremely precious tradition of our party and pecple. All comrades, from the
Central Committee down to the cell, must preserve the union and unity of mind in

the party as the apple of their eyes." (PFrom President Ho's testament). Abiding

by President Ho's teachings, so far we have paid great attention to preserving and
strengthening the party's internal unity. As a result, our cells, party committees,
and army cells have constantly fulfilled their duty as nucleus in achieving unity

in each unit and in the entire army, turning it into a bloe having unity of mind and
actions and being strong enough to fulfill its tasks.

The most basic foundaticn for our party's_solidarity.and unity 1s our party memberst
revolutionary awareness of the obJectives and ideals of struggle and of the historie
mission of the proletariat. Thus, our party's solidarity is Just a revolutionary
cclidarity based on the love for the ¢lass and on comradeship. Moreover, only by
-eightening our political awareness, improving the party's revelutionary nature,

- 2quiring profound eclass sentiments, and resclutely eradicating individvalism can
we create good bases for strengthening our solidarity and singlemindedness.

sreover, party solidarity must be manifested through an organizational unity. 1In
“very revoluticnary phase, our party has set forth a program and rules as obJectives

nd struggle tasks as principles for organizing the actions of all the party and members
¥or this reascn, every party member must implement the party's program and rules to
nsure rigorous unity of mind and action.

Our party has resorted to criticism and self-eriticism as a basic method to strengthen
w«nd maintain its internal solidarity and unity. President Ho advised us that "the best
~ay to consolidate and develop the party's solidarity and unity is to broadly implement
democracy and to permanently and sericusly carry out self-criticism and criticism.”

At the same time, party members and party corga:.’ i%ions must voluntarily and seriously
ecarry out party principles and systems regarding activities and leadership, strive to
implement the party's policies and resolutions, and observe organizational discipline
1n order to transform our party into a bloe whiech has a unity of mind and action, a
nucleus to unite and lead the masses, and a source of strength with which to fulfill
“711 tasks.
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To heighten our party's class and vanguard nature, we must conatantly consolidate and
strengthen the relations between the party and the masscs.__Tg'cqnsolidate and
strengthen its close relatians with the masses 1s a political task and a rule of
existence and development for a party of the working class., The duty of our party--
the vanguard team of our class and the staff of the revolution--is to constantly lead,
educate, unite, and organize the masses into steadfast, strong revolutionary rorggg

to achieve the great struggle objectivas of the proletariat: mnational llbg@ghlqﬁ,
class liberation, and sociplist and communist construction, N

To fulfill these requiremsnts and tasks, all pariy committees and branches .n our
armed forces have strived to take care of the education of cadres arnd tihhpers.
especially youths in every respect in order to unceasingly heighten their political
enlightenment, knowledge, and power of action. They have worked to gnable the masses

in the army to reach a high lavel of political enlighterment and to ﬁnderstand that

the party ‘has‘led the revolution“to success and has organized, guided, and aducated - -
our armed forces to become mature and viectorious so'th@t they maintain their confidencs
in the party's line, policy, and leadership and unite closely around the party with

a determination to realize party leadership. This has made the youths in our armed
forces worthy of being ef'fective arms of the party and continuators of the revolutionary
work of the party and people. At the same time, the masses can realtize that their

duty is to contribute views on the leadership of the party members, As a result orf

this the level of party organizations, party members, and the masses can be railsed and
the relations between the party and masses can become closer. Moreover, to consolidate
and strengthen the relations between the party and masses, it is necessary to educate
party members and cadres to acquire a correct mass view point and love, assist, and
learn from the masses in order to make progress and fulfill all tasks.

Our army strength is that of a community--the combination of strength tn various

fields. It 1s dutybound to fulfill combat and building tasks. Therefors, the party
organizations in the army must, together with the masses, form a cemented bloc,

and must succeed tn fully developing the masses! talents and intelligence and in

leading the masses in satisfactorily fulfilling every task. Our army 1s a revolutionary
organization--an wrmed combat organization possessing a strict discipline and enloying
leadership, command, a democratic system in the politieal, military, and economic fields,

" and the managerial and educatlonal prineiples of a revolutionary army. This is necessary

and very important. When this system and these principles are constantly implementec
correctly, there 1s a good relationship within the internal ranks of our army, and the
party and the masses achieve very close coordination.

However, failure in possessing adequate political enlighterment and steady mass viewpoints
" mady easily lead toward replacing leadership with command and replacing convincing education
with arders, thus adversely influencing the relationship between the party and the

masses. Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to educating cadres and party

members and to helping them acquire a high sense of political responsibility and a

correct viewpoint regarding love for the masses in order to fulfill the party's

‘leadership task.
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Steadily bullding the working class parly is a law disseminated in broletarian revolutior
and proletarian dietatorship. Vigorously bullding and developlng the army's party chante
is a task and prineiple feor iImplementing the party's leadershlp over our army. Our
perty's strength 1s comprehsnsive., Our party is powerful in terms of llnes, poliecles,
and their inmplementation. Owr party 1s powerful politically, ldenslosleally, and orzan-
izatlonally. Wnen party menbers are powerful, the entire srzanizatisn of the party

is powerful and all party chapters are steady. Our Vietnamese working class and

poople now have our party as the brave, resourceful vanguard force of the class and

Che talented staff of the revolutlion., Our party possesses this great power because our
varty 1s a new-type party of the working class--the foremost elas; of the era -and
sause sur aray has Marxisa as 1ts ideoslogleal base, because sup party has correct
lines and policles as combat objectives, because cur party possesses a body of

zevole, stanch members, bacatise aur party possesses steady, forged-in-struzgle, and
vell-experlenead party leadershilp party organizations, and beecause our party pnossesses
paverful mass forces which are clesely united around the party. Under the leader-

. ol the party Centrul Exccutive Comalttee, the army's party chapters have steadily
221t and have eonstantily led swr army in satisfactorily Tulfilling every tasi and in
Teatinn every enemy.

Wo are living In the most zlorlous and greatest eraof our pesplz, “he Ho cnl Minh
e most brilllilant eva in the glorisus hisSory of osur Eeople. This 13 the era
o7 independence and freeion of the fatherland, the soclalist era in oup country. "
"VWE Central Committee's oration at President Fo's f{uneral)

J..m She glorious banner of the party and beloved President Ho, our arnmy aas hecone

a herole aray ¢ a herolec pesple.

Quroarny hag unceaslngly achleved rescunding feats-of-arms and together with all sur
voople, def'eated the French colenlalists and Japanese fascists, achleved the glorisus
use Revolution, led the irst sacred resistance to a brilliane vietory and is
rlausly defeatlng the U.S. imperiallst aggressors to defend th - narth, liberate
th:e south, and reunify the fatherland and contrlbute tc the defense of peace in
Indochina, Southeast Asla, and the world.

Jur zray has a history of long and contlinuous struggle, It has been forge. snrnu-h
revolutlonary flames, has progressed from a have-not to a have, from initiz. smal
ferees into a powerful arny having three catezoaries or troops.  With every-strong

ry tranches and services, having a sound leadership and commanding system, a body of
cadres, party members and combatants of great virtue, talent, and milltary skills, and
raving a sound rear, our army 1s capable of defeating all enenies.

Our Arny, which was born of and has been fizating for the pecple, 1s a revslutionary
arny which truly belongs to the people. Possessing extremely valuable traditions, it 1s
unflazgingly loyal to the party, wholeheartedly serves the people, is indissolubly
urited internally, 1s united with the people like rish and water, and wholeheartedly
ralntains internaticnal solildarity.

Our army's victories represent victorles for Marxism-Leninism : d for our party's anrvect,
nighly creative politlcal and milltary 2ilnes,
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Cur army's victories represent victories for the thoroughly rditlutionafi spirit
and the working ‘elass' reve utionary offensive spirit, which have ‘béen ciosely
associated with tha courageous indomitabie sspiri our pébple,-a heroie,
stalwart people whe have never been sibAuFd” S}lﬁdégiéﬁny_thrcugh thousands of
years oi national derense and nation-building-struggle. --- - &

Cur army!s victorles have been e¢losely associat=1 with the protection and care
provided by our entire party and people, with the development of our fine scaidad
system, and with the inereasingly grea:t sympathy ard support of the socialis:
camp and the world revolutiohary movement,

These are victories for our entire party, people, uand nation. Our partyi8 and
peoplels victorles alsc represent vietsries for the socialist camp and for all
progressive mankind, These victories have lucidly demonstrated the truth that

in the present world situation, a people whose territory is not large and whose
porulation is not numerous, but Whe are led by a genuine, stalwart, and courageous
Marxist-Leninist party, certainly can defeat any imperialist power in order to
regain independence and freedom and protect their couniry and their interests,

Our party has organized and led our people's revolutionary army in carrving nut
armed struggle. OQur army must therefore be thoroughly imbued wilth party leadersih'n
in order to constantly prove itself worthy of belng the new-type army of the
proletariat, an invineible army, and a2 revolutionary army of the new era, that of
vietory for socialism and eommunism on a worldwide scale,

The U.S3. imperialists, the archimperialists, hoped that by using bombs, shells,
and bullets they could reverse the rules governing the development of history and
oppose our pecoplels aspirations. But they can in no way avoid defeat and doom.
The undertaking of our party, our people, our army, and our great, boundlessly
respected and beloved President Ho Chi Minh has been recorded in the glaring,
golden pages of history of the 20th century.

Lookling back at our army'!s glorious history, we appreciate even more deeply the
immeasurable merits of our party and our respected and beloved President Ho. We
feel even prouder of our hercoic party, our heroiec people, and our hercic army.

The historical route traversed by our army has been full of hardships and dangerous
opstacles, But is has been shining with armed exploits. The route traversed by
our army is only one section of the path leading toward our party!s goal, that of
eradicating classes, eliminating war, and building a beautiful, plentiful, and
happy soclety--a soclalist and communist society.

Though obviously defeated, the U.S. imperialists have remained very stubborn and
perfidious, refusing to renounce their evil aggressive designs vis-a-vis our country
and scheming to occupy the scuthern part of our country and turn it into a neocoleny,
to proleng the partiticn of our country, and to undermine peace in Southeast Asia
and the world. Our pecple have won great victories and will certainly win total
vietory.

As the assault force of all our people in the antil-U.S, national salvation resistance,
our army vows, together with all the people, to completely defeat the U.S, aggressors,
protect the north. liberate the scuth, and proceed toward reunifying the country,




