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NOTE 
,,' " -, 

ThIs publication contalns current information on developmentS Iti the area concerned as reported from foreign broadcasts, news' agency transmissions, newspapers, and periodicals. Items ...... ·:. Ilrocessed from the first or best available sourcel·lt shotiJ.d not be' Inferred that they have been disseminated only In the medium, In the language, or to the area Indicated. 
The labels "Text," "Excerpts," "Summary," "Abstract" appearing In brackets U[ j" on the first line ot the bodY'ot an Item denote treatment ot the Item by FBIS. Thus, [Text] indicates the com­plete rendering ot an Item as presented by the source; [Excerpts] indicates the selection ot textual portions; [Summary] indicates an abridged paraphrase but may inclUde textual portions. en­closed In quotation marks; [Abstract] IiIdlcates the .selectlon ot certaIn facts from an Item .. A "Brlet" Is an' ·abbrev4\ted 'toimat which may be employed tor the concise presentation ot materials processed by any of the methods described above. 
Headlines, bracketed words or notes, editorial reports, and reviews areoolnposed. by FBIS. Names rendered phonetically are en­cl08~ iii parentheses. Words or names preceded by a question' mark and enclosed In parentheses were not clearly heard but have been supplied as appropriate to the context. Other un­attributed parenthetical notes wlthlil the body ot an Item origi­nate with the source. Ellipses or Incomplete sentences originat­Ing with the source are IiIdlcated by a series ot periods. TImes within Items are as given by the source. 

, . 

PubUcatiqn of an item in thU report does not imply official support for 
the opinion it expresses. 
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SONG HAO NHAlI DAN ARTICLE ON PARTY LEADERSHIP OF VPA 

Hanoi KHAN DAN 24 Dec 69 S 

(Article by Lt Gen Song Hao: "Party Leadership Is the Cause of the Growth and Vic­tories of Our Army" ] 

First Installment 

(Text) On 22 December this year, the VPA was 25 years old. Organized and led by our party and venerated and beloved President Ho, assisted and reared by the people, and hardened 1n the revolutionary furnace ror a long time, our army has a very valiant history with periods of hard and fierce struggles but full of brilliant military exploits. Our army has unremittingly developed the working class' beauti­rul revolutionary nature, our people's indomitable and heroic struggle tradition, and its matchless fighting strength to unite with the entire people to defeat great imperialist aggressive armies, including the U.S. imperialists' most cruel and modern one. Our army became the people's powerful army "loyal to the party. faith­ful to the people, ready to sacrificingly fight ror the fatherland's independence and freedom and ror socialism, fulfilling any tasks. overcoming any difficulties, and defeating any enemies." 

Looking toward its glorious history, our army is extremely enthusiastic and proud of the party's and venerated and beloved President Ho's talented and clear~ighted lead­ership. The party's leadership 1s the source of our army's maturity and victories. 
In the contemporary era, the transitional era between capitalism and socialism. national liberation revolution is an inherent part of the proletarian revolution worldwide and, in order to be thoroughly successful, any revolutions must be led by the working class and 1 ts party. President Ho said: "It is necessary to have the leadership by the working class' genuine revolutionary party. Only when led by a party knowing how to creatively apply Marxism-Leninism to our country's concrete con­ditions can we lead national liberation revolution and socialist revolution to suc­cess." (Ho Chi Minh: "The Great October Revolution opened t.'1e liberation path for nations." ) 

Deeply penetrated by the scientific Marxist-Leninist revolutionary reasoning. in­heriting the people's revolutionary struggle experiences and indomitable tradition, our party intimately knows thatl to regain genuine independence and freedom and to l1berate the nation and the class, there is no way other than leading the masses in waging revolutionary struggle and using revolutionary violence to smash counter­revolutionary Violence in order to regain and maintain administrative power and safe­guard the construction of the country. 

President Ho taught: "In the hard struggle against the class' and nation's enemy. it is necessary to use revolutionary Violence to oppose counterrevolutionary vio­lence. regain administration. and safeguard it. II (ibid.) There.fore. in the revolu­tionary process, on the baSis of launching the masses' broad revolutionary movement and building power.ful political force, our party created and organized armed .forces 
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as violence tools for gaining and maintaining the revolutionary adminlstratl.o'i'G" '':f"~ 

create the army as its violence tool for carrying on revolutionary struggle ."..,dti.'; 
partyrs extremely impcrtant historical task. 

The history of the world's and our country's revolutions proved this: 
significance 15 thst tl:ls armed force must be organized and led by the 

The decisive­
working e<.I:~'. 

party if it 15 to really become the working class' and nation's revolutlonar$' 
struggle tool and to possess po'Weri"ul strength to fulf!ll its role. for only wSllt'f~lJe4:' 

by the party can our armed fcrce;: have a beautiful revolutionary nature, really be­
come the people1s armed forces. and be boundlessly loyal to the class! and nation's 
revolutionary enterprise. Only under the partyls leadership can oUr army have cor­
rect struggle aims, lines, an~bu11dlng prlnc~ples and favorable conditions for 
developing strength, defeatine 2ny enemies, and fulfilling any tasks. 

In revt')h:.t~.onJs hlsto'ry, the ..,:'pp;::,essed people who h'ad their own armed forces;~ but 
who wer'$- ~ct led by the party of the proletarian class, either were dispers-ed by 
their rulers· attacks or saw the ~xploiting classes change the nature of their admin-. 
istrat. .... on, set 1J:O after their revolut':'on J s success, or take advantage of this admin­
lstrath .• "I. LO oppose the workers· lnterest;s. 

In our (~untry. under Prench domination, when our party had not yet been founded to 
fulJ.'J 11 ttz historic misSion, our people repeatedly arose and heroically struggled 
againft the country-grabbers and country-sellers. Many revolutionary movements set 
up t.r···d r revolutionary armies which struggled very heroically. But because or the 
fact that they lacked a scientiric revolutionary theory. a correct line, and a rirm 
le~f; organization of the advanced revolutionary class, these armed forces could 
not cfevelop themselves and failed to aChieve victory. 

ThE::::'."' revolutionary struggle movements did not succeed. Only when our party assumed 
th€ ._,·adersldp over the revolution, basing itself on the political struggle movement 
and ;,ne broa.d political force ot the masses. did our people IS armed forces--set up 
and led by our party--grow quickly and win glorious victories and our revolution 
achil!ve victory after victory. As justly pointp.d out by Presid&nt Ho, !lour partyls 
red flag is as bY"::'lliant as the rising sun, t~arlng apart the screen of darkness and 
guiding our peo~le in firmly advancing towarct Victory in our anti-imperialist and 
antifeudallst rE"volution. 1I (Ho Chi Minh: ~elected Works, page 765) 

The pc..:-"-;y closely led our people I s armed forces immediately after their founding. 
It built for them very firm political and ideulogical bases. It determined the 
objectt~e~ of their struggle, their revolutionary nature, and the line and principles 
ruling their building and combat. Thanks to this leadership, during the past revolu­
tionary phases. our army has continually and quickly grown strong. won glorious vic­
tories, and been always ready to tight and make sacrifices for the sake of national 
and class liberation. worthy of being called the heroic army of a heroiC nation. 

From the realities of our armyls building and combat tasks over the past decades, 
the following conclusion can be drawn: Party leadership is the cause of and a fac­
tor deciding the birth, growth, and victories of our army; leading the army 1s our 
party's historic task; and constantly and firmly maintaining and thoroughly 
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implementing part~r le2d.(~!'sh1p 1s the highE:st principle 0:' directing all activities 

of our a:t"1!lY and 1s a p~oblem of class star.d and class viewpoint/ revolutionary char­
a~ter, and political tasks of our army. 

I--The Party1s Revolutionary Line an~ Tasks Are Our Army's Struggle Objective 

The partyts political and military lines. the Correct and creative lines on waging 
the people's war and building the armed .forces, are the trends for directing our 

army's building and combat tasks. They are a lighthouse illuminating the way for o~r 
army to continually, strongly, and steadily advance toward winning one victory after 
another. 

Our party has asserted our army's struggle objective which is to implement the 
party's revolutionary line, struggle until the count:oy is indeJ:endent and until 
tillers are given land to cultivate, and advance towarG socialism and Communism. 
Our army

f
3 function 1s to fight, work, anc capry out production. Our armyfs main 

tasks serve as a Core in the armed struggle of all Our people. Toley involve fig;'t .. 
lng and defeating the e:1amy on the bat{';lefields and protecting the ad!ninistration. 
the revolution, national independen~c anj freedom, and sociali~t ccn~truction 1n our 
country. Qlr armyfs struggle objective, Iunction, and tasks reflect the revclu­
tionar~" nature and detel'iTlined-tc-f1g~t_anj_,,",ln spirit of our people~s army. 

In the past 25 years, heightening their natu:'e and their "loyal to the party and 
faithful tc the people" tradition and. constantly aiming at their struggle ob~€.ctive 
of !"ea11z1ng the party's revolutionary line, uur armed forces ~ave bravely oVer'c:>me 
all trials, fighting alongsid~ the entire people to defeat e7ery enemy and glor~ously 
f~lfilling al~ tasks. 

Rlg!1t at'ter their emergence, our armed ,forces, compelled to operate under ver.\' C.:f!'i­

cult conditlone~ bravely fought against Fren'Jh colonialism and Japanese fascis!:, 
rising up alongside the entire people to reg~in administrative power, to advance the 
hUguSt Revolution toward brilliant suece5~. and to fo~~d t~e DRV, thus marking the 
very important significant historiC initial victory of the pec~lelE:: democratic 
national revolution in our country and op8n1ng a new era, the era of indepe~dence 
and frEedc~ of the fatherland. 

In the resistance against French colcnialisrr. and the U.S. intel'ver.tionlsts' ag6rE:~­
sicn. to safeguard the nawly regained power, our armed forces stal!,.."artly (;cnduct.ec. 
a protracted, hard struggle, cooperating with the entire people i~ defeating Prcn~h 
colonialisn:. and supporting our peasants! uprising to overthrow tha fet.:.dalist landlord 
class and to successfully aChieve the peoplefs cemocratic national revolution in half 
the country. 

Since the complete liberation of the northern part of our country, our national revo­
lution has entered a new phase with these two strategic tasks: achieving the social­
ist revolution in the N;)rth and completing the people's de!nocra tic national revolu­
tion throughout the country. MeanWhile, U.S. imperialism, the enemy number one of 
our people and the world's people, has invaded t~e scuthern part of cur country 



4 

through neocolonialism, successivE'ly waging the "special war" and "regional ¥t~I'. lIt 
the South. and then the war ot destruction against the North. 

Absolutely loyal to the party's revolutionary undertaking and grasping their objec­
tives and tasks, our people's armed forces, united with the entire 
resolutely conducting tt:e antl-U. S. national salvation struggle to 
north, liberate the south, and move toward national reunification, 
victories and nm., advancing toward complete victory. 

people, 
protect 
winning 

have betl7-, 
the 
ve,ry ,!%j!~ 

~ ~ 

The above realities are clear proof that our armed forces have been truly a sharp, 
violent tool of our party in the revolutionary struggle. Their struggle objective, 
task, and function are to rea~~~e the party's glorious revolutionary undertaking. 
Grasping and resolutely strugt;~.'i_ne to successfully implement the party's political 
and military llnes-:and tasks ~;1 7.he -only . .juty or,'our armed forces.·? 

The pa~l~J~ revolutionary line and task and our armed forces' struggle objective re­
flect ~;~e .. ~avelopment rule of our society and our people's interests and most basic 
and d~epest d~s!re for independe~Je. freedom. and socialism. aiming at liberating 
the entire nation and class and cringing an easy, happy life to all our people. 

This 1s a basic political condition to create unity between the armed forces and 
peoj>..I.e, between the frontline and the rear, among the forces of revolutionary organi.­
zatl0'.s, and between cadres and fighters. This unity is a source of invincible com­
ba t t,l;rength for our people I s armed forces. 

Our ~irty's military line is a creative application of the Marxist-Leninist theory 
on I~.Volutionary war and revolutionary armed forces to the concrete conQ.1tions of 
OU'l:' "-:-untr:r. It inherits and highly develops our nation's tradition of stalwart, 
unyi:~lding armed struggle and our ancestors I skillful, resourceful military art. 
At the same t1.me. it accumulates the valuable experiences of friendly socialist 
cOWl;"'.I'les. In correctly and creatively impleJr.enting our party's military line and 
its line of building people IS armed tor~es, our armed forces have built themselves 
into steadfast. strorlg forces in all sph~res: Poli tical, ideolo.$ical, organiza­
tional, man ,and c":r.munity, leading or~aniz;;t!~H, commanding organization, and mass 
organization, splritu~l, capacity. knowledge, and material and technical bases. Our 

armed forces have unceasingly matured: Their revolutionary nature has been further 
consolidated ilr,j developed and their comprehe:1s1ve combat strength has developed 
rapidly a~d steadily. 

FightiJ'.,\.~ for the party' 5 revolutionary line and t:::lsks and carrying out the building 
task according to the party's armed forces building line and prinCiple, our army, 
from officers to enlisted men, has cherished a tine ideal and a great revolutionary 
objective. The unanimity between the army's fighting objective and the basic 
interests of' each officer and enlisted man has resulted in the high political and 
moral unantrnity within our army. It is the cause of the boundless spirit of fight­
ing and making sacrifices. of collective mastership, and of the creativeness and 
vitality of those who have voluntarily taken up rifles to liberate the people. the 
class" an~ th.~mselves. It is a basis for building fine relations within the army. 
It is a bas14 for the close revolutionary solidarity between higher and lower 
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echelons and between officers and men; for the spirit of democracy and political 
equality--sharing hardship and assisting one another with kith-and-kin love; and for 
the sense of organization and strict discipline and voluntariness, always considering 
the implementation of tasks as a criterion for all acts and the implementation of the 
party's revolutionary line as a content of one's lifetime struggle. This represents 
the revolutionary nature and political and moral strength of our army which is en­
tirely different from the army of the exploiting class, an army which is composed of 
mercenary troops and replete with internal contradictions and can easily diSintegrate 
when faced with difficulties and dangers. Therefore. strengthening internal soli­
darity and seriously implementing all democratic and disciplinary systems is a prob­
le~ of principle and a problem concerning the nature and valuable tradition of our 
army. 

Fighting for the party 1s revolutionary line and tasks and carrying out the bt:.ilGing 
task according to the party's armed forces building line and principle. o·J.r army has 
actually become a revolutionary army. a p~ople1s army loved, trusted. protected, ar.c 
cared fer by the entire party anc all p~ople. The army-people unanimity tradition 
has become an 1mm~nse JourCe of strenE;th of our ar>lly. Oar' people IS revolutlona!'y 
spirit has forged the· army's fighting spirtt. The people 1c, hearts are the firm am! 
steady prop for the army. Ou.r people's human and material re~curces are the abun­
dant, inexhaustible potential of the a:,;ny. This source o~ ~trength has continual] .~. 

develop~d along with the successful dellelop~nt of cur country's revu2uticn and WJt:.~. 

the unceasing improvement of the: revolutionary traditions and nature of our peeple 
and the building of our beautiful socialist regi~e. 

Unanin:ously servir.g the people, our army, when engaging in fighting, is resolved to 
destroy the enel'J.y to liberate and defend the country. ir. peacetime. enc.eavor~ tl' 

study. improve its quality, develops its militant strength, an~ constantly heightens 
vigilance am! readiness to go when ordered and fight when the enemy cernes, It has 
achieved Victories 1n all battles. Meanwhile. our army has positively carrjec C'.lt 

propaganda among the people to enlighten them. and has learned frem. loved. and 
helped them, and has participated in building the ccuntry and consolidating the in­
creaSingly streng and steady rear. 

ISS'..lir.g from the ~eople and fighting for the people, our army 15 also a sharp we'r:'~ 

of the revolutionary administration Therefore. tnc task Gf our army, a main o:,.:~· 

of the state machinery, is to satisfactorily fulfill all tasks entrusted to it t, 
party and state, and primarily to fight the enem;y, to fight the aggressorc, tc;.. dLl 

the people's administration j to give an exa'1lple of seriously carrying out the lLl~~ 
and policies of the party. the laws of the state. and to contribute to building .;.rlt.: 

strengthening a sound people 1s administration. 

The rea~ i ties of the struggle and building of our amy ha\re 01 earl y shown. thus far, 
that only by following the party's revolutionary line, and continacu~ly aitling at 
tIle party's political objective to f'ight, will our army have an accurate line of' 
action: an absolute revolutionary spiritJ and will our army be able to associate 
patriotism with international proletarianism. the people1s and national character 
with the class character of' the army. Only by thoroughly understanding the party'c 
revolutionary line will v-Je be able to strengthen the stand, viewpOint, and 



6 

~c .. olutionary !1ature cf t;1~ ar.ny, to ha',c a baei::;: tc cO.erEctly solve the relati.cns ':ct.'..'e'9n the army and the part;)o's the tr.te:':1al relatJ.om~ of t:.hE- ar;:1Y, the relations 
';),:;tw~e:-I the army ane. the pcop::"e ane the ;;'nt;ernat1or'.al so'J..iuarity r~laticns, to 
properly develop the cOinprehens1vc strenGth cf' the ar::ly and to help it fulfill its tasks. It if: obvious that the political 1;[nc, the military line, the stand, view­ro!nt and revolutionary nature of the party are the crigin and decisive factor for the matur1ty and victories cf our pecplelt armed forces. 

At pre~cnt1 the revoluticn ir. cur ccuntry is entering a great and histcrical phase. The anti .. U.S. national salvation r~sista!lce to liber-ate the South and defend t!1e socialist N~rth has achieved and are achieving great and overall &~ccesses. Despite their obviOUS defeats, the U. S. aggressor::. arc still \~ery stubboz:..n and cunning in prolonging the aggressive war. O..lr present anti-U. S. national salvation struggle 
req"J.lr~E that we must exert cur ut.'1lozt eff'orts to ad· .... ance and achieve cOinplcte vic­tory 

Tc fulfill elis hlstor::l.c miseicn and to cc:r.ply with Fresident HOIS teaching that lias 
1 eng as an aggressor remains in ou:, country, we must continae our fight to sweep hill". away," cur armed forces must always he cecply aware cf the party's revolutionary line and their tasks, f:.,mctions, and great responsibilities, heighten their strictly revo­lutionary spirit, their warm patriotis~, and their determination to fight and Win, to p~rsi~tcntly struggle alongside the entire people to lead thG anti-U.S. national salvaticn undertaking to complete victory, and fulfill their sacred oath toward beloved and respected Preslc!e:1t Hc. 

2--The Stand and Thoughts of Our Armed Forces Are Thcee of the Working Class and 
Marxism-Leninism 

According to the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint, the revolutionary ~ove~ent requires a revolutionary theory, revolutionary acts require revclutionary thought & , and revolu­tionary-crganizations can b~ set \;.p cnly with revolutionary people. Therefor·e, so 
far~ our ar~y has, 1n any circumstance~. attached extremely great importance to ideclogical ',oIOI'k, considering the }:clitical and. ideological H·orkz extremely important condition~ for carrying on any task~. President iio taught: n •.• the work of leading the thinking is the most important cne •.• , only when thoughtc arc unified can actic;n~ be unified. If inside anc outside the party and fro~ high rank~ to low ranks, thoug.'1te are unified and actions are unified, we: will certainly succeec:., despi 1~e difficult tasks and hard, complex work. I! (Ho Chi Min.'1.: IISelected Works j " p.,.486) 

Complying with PreSident HOI·S teachings, in the past SCores cr years our army has actively. permanently, deeply, and broadly carried out political euucaticn and ideological leadership in the army building task as well at in fighting in accordance \-11 th Marxis t-Leninis t principles and the prinCiples and tile party I s revolutionary line and tasks and on the basis of the characteristics of cur armed forces' birth, matu!"'ity. and building and fighting activities. 

~"{ army was born and raised in the era of tranSition from capitalism to socialism on a world scale, when the communist ideal deeply penetrated the hearts of billions ot people, and when the dream of so~ialism came true for one-fcurth of the earth. 
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The socialist camp came into being and developed vigorously. The national libera­
tion movement was surging like a storm. The revolutionary and peace rorces have 
become stronger than the counterrevolutionary and war-provoking forces. Our peoplels 
revolutionary struggle, which lies in the offensive position of the world revolu­
tion, which represents the great revolutionary tides of the era, which on the front­
line of the world peoplers struggle, and which fights for peace, independence, 
democracy, and socialism, has therefore enjoyed the great support and strong en­
couragement from brothers and friends worldwide. 

Our army, which 1s the son of a heroic people--a people possessing ar. unsubmissive 
and indomitable tradition--has conducted a protracted and fierce revolutionary 
struggle against roreign aggression to build and protect the country. The spirit of 
rrloving independence and freedom and of accepting death rather than ce slaves lt has 
become the deep and lofty desire of the Vietnamese people. has been transmitted from 
one generation to another throughout thousands cf years:of history, and has been 

I 
t'.Jrned into the marvelouslY brave. revolutionary spirit of our army. 

Born in the masses' re'lolutionary movement, our ar:r.y compri::ses the elit~ sons ,Jf our 
people, who are filled with hatred for the enemy and eager for independence an'j free­
dom. who. in response to the fatherlandls call. are dete~mine1 to follow the party1s 
revolutionary path in order to save the country and their families. and who have 
voluntarily enrolled in the army. Being directly organized, educateu, and led by 
the working clas.3 party and President Ho, being illuminated by vangl,;.a:-d theo~ies, 

being guided in its action by correct revolutionary lin~s, being fostered and s~p­
p~rted by the people, b~lng permanently encouraged by the rear, and being fcrged in 
the furnace of protracted revolutionary struggle against foreign aggression, 0'..11' arm,) 
has therefore constantly possessed a very high combat spirit. 

Our ar~y i:: our partyls main tool of violence for- struggling t .. ) liberate the peoplz~ 
and. the class and to seize and maintain the ad;ninistration through the f')r;n of armed 
struggle--the most difficult and fiercest ferm of the class struggle, the revclu­
tionary struggle, w:,ich utilizes both socio~ogy and natural sclencc~--pri'll~rily 

sociology, mil! tary SCiences, and sCience3 concGrning the life-cr··death nation:):, 
struggle and class struggle between us and the enemy--in order to achie;:ve the p_-~:: t­

ical objectives cf the revolution. Our arJly's combat ()bJective i~ th::; c['u2l j:1"­

perialists I armed forces special ized in Ciggress1on, which possess pc ..... crful rna t;e~.f E' 

and technological bases and many military and political plote and trickt: to !n'I<>'''':'<' 

and rule our country. 

In the las t decades J our army was buil t and fought under the condition tha t; C'Jr cou:: 
try had two opposing social systems and adminis trations, Ti1E: corrupt soc 1al sys tern 
in the areas under enemy contL'ol. the enemy! s psychological warfare argu:nen ts, and 
the remnants of the old SOCiety's views contin"Jally tried to influence our combatants! 
views. On the other hand, due to the actual situation in our country anj army, t~e 

majority of our officers and men came from the peasantry and other middle classes. 
They were animated by intense patriotism. But they had W8ak points, For exa:nplE, 
they were not deeply conscious of the goals and idealS of the working class f 

struggle, and they were more or less still influenced by nonproletarlan thought~. 
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'l';le co~plet£ contrast between the utmost shameful life of' ~ people h~Ying lost thei 
cou:-;.tryand the." injustice and cruelty of the fvrmer ::o.J1:ii.l s~rsteJn, cn the cne h2.!1i, 
and a lifE in indepenc.ence and freedcm and the niceness of the n;:,., sccial system, C 

the oth-:r· h&nd, enabled people to compare and. distinguisn between black and whi tc I 
~trcngthen their confidence in and love for the new sy~ternl and heighten their detc 
minaticn to struggle resolutely to erase the old and C'utdated social system and 
tran5fcrrn the old can in order to build a new system and new men. 

Our army was born and grew up 1n the revolutionary ~t!'uggle movement ct our people 
under the leaccrship of the par·ty of the Vietnamese working class. Our working cIa 
was very united. It was animated by the ideal of struggling staq~p'ly for the liber 
ticn of our- people, the laborers, and men, 1'or the elimination of the old SOCiety, 
aru:! :for the building of' a ne ... social sY3tcm. With its good tradition of unity and 
its history of glorious Gtruggle, our party led our people in undertaking an extra­
ordinary revolutionary task. 

Headec by Fresldent Ho, our party early asscciated Marxism-Leninism and the inter­
na tional revolutionary experiences wi th the concrete si tuation in our ceuntry in 
order to lay down a gcnc1nely revolutionary line and educate, mobilize, and oreaniz 
our people tc launch a revcl~tion. Undc~ the glorious banner of our party and Pres 
dent Ho, cur revolution advanced continually. achieving victory after victory. Our 
p~ople were ccnstantly animated ty proletarian and revcluti~nary thoughts while en­
gaging in revolutionar,r activities. Ret'ormisM an:! opportunism did net have the co!':­
di tion~ tc exert their noxicus influences 'Jpon our party r s revclu tionary armed fore I 
All nonproletarian thoughts were zwept away gradually. 

B>.;.ilding and str'.lgg11ng under these conditions, our army has assimilated good ideas 
alone with ~reventing the e:ffects of leftover bad ideas. Generally, in revolutiona' 
struggle, especially in a~~ed struggle--a very critical and fitrce struggle in whicl 
we have to overCOIllE many sacr1:fices and hardshipz ..... there is a plZrmanent con:flict 
between aetlvc revolutionary and passive rightist thoughts. In this ideological 
struggle, the goal of the ideological task 1s to '..lIU'cmlttlngly improve and develop 
the geed an~ to resolutely overcome and prevent the bad l so that rEvolutionary 
thoughts and revolutionary mer. can be continuously bettered ~nc mistakes and errors 
car. be swept away_ Succeeding in the ideological struggle front is the steadfast 
foundation for gaining Success in rthe armed struggle front. Conversely, succes!:es j 

armed struggle have the e:f:fect o:f strongly mobilizing, enthUSing, and. developing OUI 

army's active revolutionary thoughts. 

In the past ~core5 of years, under the party:s and venerated and beloved PreSident 
Ho's leadership, our army has unremittingly taught ~~r cadres and soldiers Marxist­
Leninist reasoning, the party's political and military tasks and lines, the working 
class l nature. and the nation1s, the working clasG', and our party's and army's 
valian't -struggle tradition, so that cur entire army is thoroughly aware of the aims 
and ideals of its struggle, absolutely believes in and thoroughly im~lements all th€ 
partyls 11nes, stands, and policies. We have constantly educated our army, imprcved 
i t~" patriotism and love ot socialism. heightened its national pride and internationa 
.p.roletaN._'a-n spirit, deepened its ,hatred and indignation against imperialists, feudal 
ils t.s , and their henchmen and aga-i'nst 8"A11'orms {)f oppreSSion, exploitation, injustic4 
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~r..d c:,~~lty~ b,111t j.ts of:..:'ens1vil revcllltioutl.:r:r spirit and that of rasolutely fight­
:t:~g and ~'t!".nln;;1 imp:,O\'ed an::! developed its heroic revolutionary spirit, and €:1-

:;rnra:!:e:c'i t:l-':! cruuJ.ation ~vr annihilating the aggressors and achieving exploits. 
ThanJ..::s to this; our ar'jr,Y, since its birth: has been constantly and. absolutely loyal 
to i:he party. faithful to the p30ple r atld feught for them. determined to ar.nlhl1ate 
any enemies and fulfill any tasks entrusted cy the party and peo~le. Our army has 
bad very I:i.3.ny heroes and valiant combatants whc have fought with =natchless gallantry. 
a boundless f>acl-if1clng spi!"i t. dedlca tina: all their spirt t and strength to the 
fatherland. Under the )arty' s leadership; O,lr army has united with the people and 
achleve1 military exploits never known before in our nat1ont~ revolutionary struggle 
ht'3tory, setting a brl111ar,t example of the Vietnamese heroic revolutionary spirit. 
This ts the success of cur party1s cor~act and talented leadership, political teach­
ing task, and ideolog1c~1 leadership in the army. 

r[his .;i.uccess: alcng tiith the growth anll vi~t,:ries of the army, prcvide us wiLt. the 
feLiowing major €:xpc-rience: To make the a,:,:ny politically and ideologically stcac!y 
ar.: si::ron,! and to inc:-ease its fig~ting (;apacilities. The most basic problc~ is to 
st!'lvc. i;o [..op"J.larize the working :lasG I :~';;an:l. and ideology, to L'Tlprove ~<t)d dlZ"v~lo}: 

tiK :;'E;O;:'J.£ IE; h3roic, stalwart, anI! Indo:n::"tab'tc tradition, to up::-told the hercic pride 
and the c:~tc:r.:lin~d-to-fight-ar.d~win st:::'rit-, to ':!.Jnt1n-.1ally improve Marxist-L:nin!.~t 
.=thtcs: t~ thct'oug!11y carnr cut the rJ.rty':~ policies and lines, to resolutel:r 
.5 ;;ruzgle tc cv(;.rCome errcneou& thc'.l.ghts: and tc contin'J.ally impro'lre officers I and 
rr.~n'z k:..c .... l('cgr::: af military sclt;nce 3..<"11 ,:n"rlc and organizaticnal capacities, 

Ca!' arUiy i~ a !'o<;volutio!'1ary army fO'..lnde1 and led by tile party. It is the wcrki!1.,? 
clas~f n~w type cf arr.y ti~~ting to i~pl~m:nt the party's revolutionary lines anQ 
tasl(z. T/1erefo:L'e, it must be built 'Jr. th'? basis of Marx13t .. Leninist ethics, of the 
·..t,)rklng class I revolutionary nature. of the unyielding spirit and tradition of revo­
lutionary struggle of the p:!ople: :and of cur party1s political and military lines_ 
This enables ou~ army tc ~e endowed with a beautiful revolutionary natu,~, to develop 
3.!1 advar..::c:=d military SCience: to r~all:,.~ be~ome a new type army. a powerful pzople's 
army. tc be ccnscious 0f its historic mission. to distinguish betw~en the enemy and 
,JUT' friendly forcl:f: and. "JU!' ow:"~ fo:.('ces and between t~e two rcgimes~ to nurture deep 
~atred for all cppressive and exploiting regimes, to heartily c~erish anj love the 
!ndepender.c~ an1 fre~dcm of the fatherlan!--the beautiful socialist rzgime--and to 
forge a determination to struggle for n~tional and class liberation and socialist 
construction. Only by holding firmly to the working class I stand cem we be aware 
of ths twc ~i11tary lines. two kinds cf war, and two type~ cf army, thereby making 
it possible for us to successfully build the party1s revolutionary armed forceG, to 
victoriously conduct the people's war, and to fulfill the glorious tasks and f~n~ticn 
of the people1s army under party leade~ship. 

Moreover, because our army 1s a tool of c~r party and becauze it fightz for national 
and class liberation and for building anj protecting socialism, it absolutely m~st 
possess the stand and ideology of the working class and must possess communist 
ethics, as Lenin said: f; •• ~ Our ethics are absolutely dependent on the class struggle 
interests of proletariat. Our ethics origin~te in the 
the proletariat. II (Len1n; "Selected Works, II Volume 2, 
Publishing House; 1959) President Ho also taught us: 

class struggle interests of 
Part 2. page 445, Su Tha~ 
"These ethics are not 
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conservative. They are new, great ethics and are not for the sake of lndlvi~~ 
reputation but for the common interests of the party, the people, _and mankin\ltl~ 
("Changes in Work Methods, "page }}) Therefore, only: by strengthening the tra1"iRg. 
and improvement of the wo~klng class stand and ideology can our army acquire the 
revolutionary natu~. good political and ideological bases, a ,high combat spirit, 
and powerful combat stL'ength in. oroer to successfully implement the party's poli~~9~1 
and military line" ;.nd insure that all our cadres and combatants not only bec2"'~ 9Ilh 
standing revolutionary milltarymen to fulfill every task of the armed forces, 'b4~ -, 
also became good citizens in our regime, the outstanding youths of our people, who 
are worthy of being the men of the great Ho Chi Minh generation and are ready to ful­
fill every task entrusted to them by the party. 

The building of the working che.' stand and ideology and the development at our 
people's stanch and indomitable ,truggle. tradition consist"of closely combining the 
heighterSng ot the class enlightenment with national enlightenment and the stl"engthen-_ 
ing ot ~~R5tne patriotism with proletarian internationalism. 

In the history of revolutionary str~ggle. the class problem and the national problem 
have been ~lcsely associated with one another. Any class lies in a definite people. 
and each class solves its national problem in coQ!orm1ty with its own viewpoints. If 
the working class wants to liberate itself, it must solve the national problem and 
lib~rate the people. Lenin said: " ••• the working class cannot become strong nor 
matur~ and take shape, if it does not 'torm itself in the national scope I and if it 
does l.ot possess la national nature ••• I" (V. Lenin, "Marx-Engels Marxism, n page 38, 
Su That Publishing House, 1958) 

The emergence, maturity, and development of the working class in countrie, worldwide 
1s cl;~sely connected with the people and country. The Vietnamese working class was 
born and gre·w up in Vietnamese society, and it has been linked to the Vietnamese 
soc1 .... >;y, and it has been linked to the Vi-etnamese people's history, tradition, and 
dest.i..tay. ' ... 'heretore, it is necessary to re;l-y on the historiC conditions of Vietnamese 
society in ~rder to build the working class stand and ideology for the army so that 
we can acquire concrete and accurate revolutionary contents. 0n1¥ if we firmly sta.nd 
on the working cl~Es stand to examine and solve the national problems can the national 
spirit and patriotisrr ~evelop tully and in tt8 right direction, can we have strength 
in our revolutionary acts, and can our army f~lfill its task as a struggle tool for 
national an:' class liberation. 

Although the unyielding. indomitable spirit in struggle is a longstanding tradition 
of our n~tion, it has not fully developed into a power with which to win success for 
the revolution because of its dependence on fixed historiC conditions. During nearly 
a century 'J.nder French colonialist rule, our people, losing their country, indepen­
dence, ani freedom, were politically oppressed and economically exploited. Remaining 
culturally ignorant, they could not raise their heads and progress. All their suc­
cessive uprisings and struggles failed because they lacked a correct leading class. 
The feudalist class surrendered to imperialism and served as its lackey. Although 
being ~ gr~~t force having an earnest revolutionary spirit. the peasantry could not 
lead the ~volution because it represented a scattered. small production torce. The 
national bourgeoisie was small and weak. Only the Vietnamese working class, 
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re:p!'esent1ng the most advanced production .!'omUla and having a strictly rdvolutionary spirit, W',llS ca!lable- of uniting the entire nation and mobilizing the public at large to ~1rtlcipat~ in the revolution. Right after its emergence, it conducted successive strusgles against the enemy. Prcsid~nt He was a great patriot, t:10 first Vietnamese 
commur~5t, and a genial leader of our working class and people. He used Marxist­Leninist theories to educate our working class and people and to lead the Vietn~ese r~volutlon to a completely ne~ phase. 

Our' party and the !.'espected and lov.zd Pre~ident Ho hoisted high t:1.e national &nd democratic banner and led Our p~opla in overthrowing imperiali£~ and feudalism in order to ad7ance our country toward socialis:n. With nal;lcnal and democratic revolu ... tionary lines: our people advanced toward 30cialist r~volut1cn in an extremely cor­r:=!ct and creative fash:f.o!1, thus correctly reflecting the law governing the d~'telor­:nent of ,rietna.:nese society and correctly sattsfyln6 our peopl(; 's age-ole basic de­man..is and earnest aspirations for "natic,!lal indep~nd~nce. land. to the t:L.llers. and advance toward sccial ism. II Our party :r~a~ 'rig0l"'0Usly awakened our pC'cplc ~ s pa trio-;;ism ar.r1 ilas fcrged their hatr::!.! and Epi.£'it (,r :'-!sc-lutely and thor,:-u[,:11y op~o3i!'1g foreign 
a.g.~r'es.sic:1 and every oppresnion a!'l1 cx,loit.a':;ion. Our parcjr1c correct line:;: a.nc. 
practical a~t.ivltle~ ha'}e Eucceede1 in :r.·')";::Ujzing anc! org:;.niz1ng th~ extremely g.i'eat 
:"(,\·01ution~ry ['orcas or var:!.c"J.~ ..... avol"U.~;~.():il~2y .::!asses. \~aric·u5 strata cr p~oJ;lc, and V"ar ir:us na t 1.ona11 ties in t~e uni t.-;rl na ti o!1.al :::'ont and in building the steadj~ \of ):i."keJ.~­
'p:;~S"ant all iance bloc under the working C~C:3S leadership, thUG making c~r nati::mal rCVol'lt.ic!", ',;rUly be~cme our ::nasses: stl.':..:;glr:: t:ndertaking. 

T:.roughout this r~v,)lutionary mov'2mcnt r,;=OI~~~3, our party an:: F!'es1d€r.t Ho pa1ci. sp~· \!ial attentiu!"! to educating our p~o'ple 3.:'1<1 $~irring their patriotism a.n~ ·'ra11tlc:'ls cf" stancr.neS3 a!1Q unsuLu11ssiven,zsc, Proe[119nt Ho ta-:lght us: IIFatr10ticm is like a precio'J.s cojee;t. SCill~times it is c.isplay~d in a gla33 CaC0 cr a crystal vase t:) be clearly and easily seen. SOlleti'llcs it i::: :lidden in a trunk. :)ur daty conzi:::ts of bringir..g out Lnj displayins t~'ese hidJ.en rre<!lous objectd. 'That is: ¥:c tl"lst cn­
deavo1.~ to Explain to everyone. organize him, 1ea·j him, an'! et1::lulate his patr1ctlsm 80 that he will devote all his e.nergies to fulfilling th2 patriotic ta:::k, the re­sistance task .. fI (from IIHo Chi r!1Jin..I-t!~ r:Sclected W~rks,1I pag~ 367} 

Under the IGadershl::> and education of O·.l~ }:3.rty and President Ho. ::>""J.r }:att'iotl:.m ilas closely associat~d with our love for 3ccialism; !tationalls~ With p:;:oolEtarian inter­nationalism; the task of national libcrz.tion with the task of liberating the "t>l()!'king 
class~ laborers, and mankind. Thia a~5cciation created for ou~ pscple and army a deep revolutionary sentiment and a grl3<.t ... po"W~r which we used to defeat the en:-n:y. 

In past decades, under the leadership at' o':Jr party and PreSident Ho, cur army closely associated its education and the heightc.ning of its class consclc~sn~se, socialist; consciousness, and proletarian 1ntsornatlcnalist spirit with the improvement of' itD national consciousness and genuine patriotism. o-",r army was (on:;tantly encouragEri 
by the entire party; all our people~ and all our worldwid~ friends to struggle for national independence and unification and fer socialism. In close aSSociation with the thoroughly revolut1cnary spirit of the working class, this patriotism developed strongly day by day and became a strong power urging our army tc enthusfastically 
advance and surmount all dit'riculties in ord€~ to fulfill its tasks and defeat the 
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enemy. Our army fought under any oiroumstanoes to fulfill its great duty towtfd OU~ 
people and fatherland and its noble .duty toward the world revolution. 51mulu.n.~QIlOUl 

our army stood shoulder to shoulder . with the' brotherly oOUntries' and worldwide ~" 
lutionaries, helping each other 1n the struggle against' the enemy--imperlallsM. 
headed by U:5. imperialism. Thus our army was worthy of being oalled the new-styl~ 
army of the working '..:1::'55, an a.':'t!ly belonging to both our class and people. The -ktrl4 
and aSSistance of all Our people: and the support and admiration ot brotherly O,o_~~". 
tries, brotherly armies, and worlC1.Wide revolutionaries heightened its morale anct 
increased its strength, enabling it to attack and defeat the enemy. 

Our army's determination to l'1~t and win is the thoroughly revolutionary spirit and 
the revolutionary offensive npirlt of the working class 1n association with the 
patriotism and the tradition of heroio and indomitable struggle of our people and 
party. This is·-a-manifestatio:':--'in amO'St ooncentrated way--of .. the lOyalty to -the 
party and people of an armed fOI~e ~~oleheartedly fighting knd undergoing 5acri~ce5 
for the i~t~re5ts of its class and people. It 1s also a brilliant manifestation ot 
the Vie:~ese revolutionary heroism in the Ho Chi Minh era. 

The deta~1nec-to-tlght-and-win spirit is the spirit of resolutely and successfully 
carrYing out all tasks entrusted by the party and of being al~~ys ready to go any­
where when the fatherland requires and do anything at the request of the party and 
th~ ~eople. It is the spirit of never submitting to any enemy and resolutely using 
the r~volutionary will, courage, stalwartness, and advanced wisdom ot the working 
class and the heroism and bravery of a people to tight and defeat all enemies. ·It 
is 8150 the spirit ot constantly upholding revolutionary vigilance, continually 
heichtening the militant strength, and being ready to annihilate all enemies and win 
complete victory for the revolution. 

This noble determined-to-fight-and-win spirit will remain forever as our army's 
valu~,11e tradition. President Ho, the beloved fathe:r of the armed forces, offered 
our ;,;..~my the determined-to-fight-and-win banner. When he was alive, he constantly 
fostered the determined-to-fight-and-Win spirit of soldiers. It was this spirit 
which was instrumental in the glorious military exploits in the 9-year resistance 
war against the Prench--typical of these exploits was the historic Dien Bien Phu 
victory--and 1s 1nstr~mental in t~e resounding victories in the anti-U.S. national 
salvation struggle. Thanks to the determined-to-fight-and-win spirit, in the history 
of its glorious struggle, our army has con5t~ltly overcome innumerable difficulties 
clnd ha:-0.ship, }:as continually developed it;; forces, has become increasingly strong 
and ever-victorious in fighting, and has triumphed over all e.nemies and satistac" 
torily fulfilled all task~. Therefore: the improvement and development of the 
determined-to~fight-and-win tradition has become a very important and indispensable 
educational content concerning people's revolutionary war. 

Shaping and consolidating the working class stand and ideology is a process of build­
ing and improving collectivism and overcoming individualism. The fact that our 
ar.my's collectivism has been built increasingly firm and steady has repulsed and 
wiped out individualism. This success has led to the victories of our army on the 
battlefields and has enabled it to be constantly endowed with the "loyal to the party 
and devoted to the people" revolutionary nature and to have a basis for carrying out 
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party leadership 1n the army building task and 1n combat. Therefore, our army1s 
very important ideological task involves Eatisfactorily building collectivism and 
thorougilly overcoming in11viduallsm. 

Like fndlvld'.!alisrn, collectivism has its clase origin, its remote social origin. 

The formation ant: develop:nent of collectivi'f:;r. as well as the birth ant. destruction 
cf Individua~ism are gover~~d by definite regulatlcn~ and conditions. In the revo­
lutionary struggle. once the party cf the p~cletariat kz~p~ a firm hold on Marxism­
Leninis~, it 1s fully able tc und~rstand ant: trano::!'crm t!1e society. Likewise. 1n 

thE ideological task, und~r th: ~arr.: conditicn it I:: ac.l€. to undcrztana. and tranc­
for~r. Jlenfs thc·.J.g'1ts. Tnere:fore, it iz cCl'tainl!~ ac1e tc buile collectlvis)J anc 
overco~e indlvidualiSili. 

Individualism is an outcome of the p,'":'ivatc c'Nnerchip sy::;tcnt. Certainly, it will be 
abC'11shec. sl!Lulta:1~cu'3ly with t!1c private cwnershir syct,.:m. In a sccialict r~gir:1c, 

thero;:: will t:. nc foun1ation for in1l7idtnlj SIT. to ex:st a:1d Gcvelop. 'rhc existence 
of' individualism in society <is i,011 ac i!': t;lC 2.rrr.~T i~ a lcftc:vcr outcJme cf the old 
society, C'.r. Cl..!tCO!n€ that we ha.,e n.)t y,zL" (;orr.plctel~· ~,)t.tcr.. riC. of. In <1 £:'lcialist 

r.:gime, lr.divldualism is an C'bsta,cle t(; ::;o~ial Pl'O[!'"·~s~. In the revolt:ti..~nar;y amy, 

in:!lvidualislOl is (!ci!:plet~ly ccni::ra:-y ~;} i t3 Y',:volutic:1ary eha!'acter anr: iz. a ereat 
ob.:taclc to ful['illing its taske. 'Info- I'~C!sC'r:. is t:lat ::'r.dividuc:liEm will be har.nftL. 
to t:1C Eolid.arity and unity cf an c::'can, '';C the inC1v:.d·..:.al IS pr0gres:.~ an:i te ·ouiJ.t'.· 

in.; cc:n:nU:1i~t ethic5, thue restrlctir.g ',;hC' dc\'clcp::.z.nt of :'cvoluticnar;y cap3.bilitles 

far fulfillirg tasks. 

Th~ cCinr:unict r~vclutionary and ethl~2.1 id-:!clcgy--t:l€, ~ssen·.;ial eub~tanccs of "..:l:'ch 
aTe awaTenc~s cf the duties towarc r.~tior.~l lib~ratio~, cla:s Itbcraticn. and ~2~ia:­
ist constru-:tion: the spirit of tClnz I':ady tc ~al!rifici:1.G1J· fl£ht tor t.he ca:rlllunist 
id0al; the: r:cn~self for cveryon2, cveryc!1c fer cn~::;elfl! rpiri tj the spipj t cf bE:ing 
indu5tric .. '.r., c;:ono;ni~al: rigr.:'eou.'3. l-:.c!""!c~"L, irr.y:.c:rti;:l, ;~LJ.;;,b]eJ u:1it?rl; an6. sc f0rt:"'-­

is cc:nplet~l.Y ccnsistent wl~~h (he; fCl!n1atj.on:: 0'" tIll: noc·';:ocia1i!".:t r~£j!J.c an:' t.!1c r!~\o. 

man. It is beins heightenJd an:: enecurG.Z;:<'. ty c\'er:.;cr..::> 2nd has ir, fae'..., bc('.cL:O;:' t~,..: 

vanguar~ id:zclogy tbat has c~n:::tantl~r C;.:iC:d'. cur r:ccple If; .s.nC: ar:n;f!z Nvcluticn.:r~: 

activities. 

T:c .. e co~.mu!1i.3t prcl€:tarian an.:! ethical id::L.lc/,;y, ti'l.c cer.: of which iro (;ullcctiv( 

thinkinZ. is n:an~<1nd; s most pr:J£rcl.izi\rc ic.cclcgr. H. j'.2.1Z th.: pvwcr tc fc;.. ... .;,::bly 
p;::rsu<id.s and. reed'.l.cate !nan in order te 1 iQ-:'1~a1'c I ... i:r. f;:-oc:li 1::eine tic-d tc ani.! influ::. 

by the 1dcclogics of exr;lciting classcz an~: cIe! z::ci.ali.s<; rceirr.et:, and. to imprc.·J· 
l".im. ConstOlntly anr-:. satisfactorily cC:'lcat.cd an~ trainee, any of our (;ar.!. ... cs and :.;..:.~ 

dier~~ regardless of class, tvi).} be c:l"'ic to at:.r.dcr. t::'cir clr.. cla::~:2£: and £'e-cif.tie: 

sta.nd.s, PJint~ of view. and ideclogics, in crCt:I"' te. ac.;:·pt t!18 pro:i.et2.:-tan a,'ld n::;w 
SOclety:z ::;t8.nc. ar,d ideology, Ey sc dc...in;~. th·" on!.,} wJ.y i:: l(; mOike· all M 0"J.t (;ffc-rt~ 

tc build revolutjona~y idsclcgy an~ l0 br tra~~7~ in rc~li~tiC r0volulion~ry ~t~~ggle 
f0r producticn and fer building the r.cw E.Qcizty, 3C that ~·vEryt0d~' can l1<>.vc favorable 
con1i,tiom: fer developing good ideas and overco:r:i!1l the bad. cn~s in any difficulty 
and. complex si t.ua ticn an::! preven ting infl u'?ncc::. f rcrr. an~r ['a1 se anr1 ene·my exter';'1al 
ideas. 



lo·,CilZ:l1,. (I::Y'CCt,G :l,!l:;l)n; action reflects t;v)'_!Zh'..;, Th(~ \o:orklne ·~l~.:""i.: :eta._,.'. ClI):: 
~(_\:..r.:.lr'i~·, Ell.? p~~.t,_!'1ot1!":li an~ 10,;( o~' E.oc~a.l~~:r:, l:J-,e. lc': ... ~··::.1rat:j.ctl '_e ~: . .fht a:1lt :) 
H~;:J ~!:,:l t~!.:: (,-)l:1.lf ... I'):i.:3t ,':!ti';ic$ cf each of ;)i.l]" [~ad:.-'·-.r, ac(: ;oJct::'~l'f. a!1l~ ci' ':.:~' ::,~_'~i!~c 
::.",:.~y <l"!-:; r-:-flcci"::'d in cv~ry con::.t ..... uction ard fj[;:;.tJ:-.~· 3L.Li\'it;~'. E"J~!~" r~r-::;cn ,kine-. hi.!: L::..:t. to fulfill eveI'Y t~::.k ac(;(:!:'.J..ir· .. I£ to hi::: I.C·cit-.:.c,:, .. ano:l IC!spo"':_t.it'i11ty, t'.) ::;cv 
~;:1.2' be::\" !'e~u:;' t:::, .::mJ to uni to;; wi th and a3::i:: t hi:;; eCiil-:,-'a(k~ <i:-:.tl ccr.;ranicns·-in-ar:r.3 
ful~ill th:Ji!" duties refle(.~·s hiG pow~rf·tl pclitic::al awaI'Gnc'1S. Fer c·!(.ry unit 2.~ 
;.f~ll <l~ fer our cnl:ir.e ar:lly. f'..llfilling an~r build:i.ne 8,:16. f~.f,hting ta~k3 reflects 
t:tcadi'~ct and f{'..1itflll id12.clo3ical l(.'v:L, anti pc11th;a: ta:::j-::~. Fulfilline ali the tack: er.tr .... u::tec. b;;' t!le ;.lrty and }:('cpl.: iE the critc!'ia fer' as"e~~ing the ld~c~~lric, lev(-l and the r<;!Eult of the ideologic.al to.:::k of r.UI' 2I'.!>y. 

Bcr::.. mat\.!rcc.t and actine; unc.er the €xtr~r:.:ly favorable cor,diticns of the era, ,_ur people's r .. cW" era, led, gJided, and cc.ucatcd t.y our party, bcncf:.tir.€ ff,:)::'! l::r::ad, 
d.::!er, ,:md cc:tstant political educati<:l a,lci 1dcclc,!;ical 1,:!adcr:~h11). C".!"".';' ccntlnuc:ls1y 
tr,,-in~d in t:1C eeethingly rcvclutiC'nary ~trueglc fUI"n·~cc fc:, a leng Li:r;c, cur ar-!::)" :1a!: a .;;atisfacto!'i~y r~volutionary ch£ractcr and th.e c-xtr~r:.~ly pre-cicue tr;:;.dittc!"';. c ~el:-_g·l.l1cya::' to th~ P3.!'ty, faithful to the p2cpl€· •.. fulfil11ng anr dutic;::;, ,:vcl'cJ:ni. a-.i.y dli!i~'J.lt:le31 defeating any cn~oie::::.[~ ('t:.:;.~ arW)' h(ls had t:1e hcncr cf fighting ..( - ..., -..w1.cr. Pr:;sioer.t HOi£. leadcrshi!J an':' cduc:atior.. He com:i:antly tL"!."...1S1-.t JS t::le hcr-cic ,~.... • Ill;. , 
Vi:;.tna:ue::;c'\,·aliant ar,d stanch sp.:i..rit, the fim spirit c! fighting fer the. ;;.(;i;i.c a:-,j ".; ...-.... . . 
i)ca'!tiful'zcciCillGt and com.T:"J.nlst ldtal. CtC Ion: fer ccr.rad.!Zs anc_ c.-:n:.r:~tricts, nC'c .. l,.' , , 
reyolut1cn~r-y un1t~{, tile paramo'J.r:i;; duty tc .... z.ru the worle l'c'IC.i.l.!.tic.nary c.nt~rpri:e, an.:i -tho: noble I'evclutionar~~ cth1c~ c[ bC:':-"iS h:':"::ible, zi'::lplc, (.ccncm.y-mir.~·cd., I"'ig!-:1,;~c' h'Jn~~t; a~d. 1mp:lrtial. L~aprdnz {rem Pre::i6cnt He anc follow'::':lg hi: fcotc'Jcp::, cur­ar':r.y ha5 un!'c~ittir:.g1.y d\?\"clcpcd it.s ::~l.:!..;:;fa(.tcry quality ... n:i rcYoluticnarJ ct:-.ic::::, i~~_or0'~--;' ~c be ..... ort:ir cf being a ccntinzcnt 0f :L<.CCcst.=cr~ under(;aki:-.e r.i:; Cr-.::::::.t r-:-: lutio~ary €r.t~rpri~c, , , 

" Our arm~'~E etand and. idcoloey arc t:1<lt of the: werking class Q.nci cf Marxis-.n~leni:1i:;:m These l1ave t:::cn steadfastly b"lilt unc!er O'..l!' partyls l€aczrshi}J <:r:d n:1rt.urGrj in t:1C co...lr:z 'ct t:1C revol"J.tionary ttruggle an(: ar:ncd str'-lgGlc cf' C:~f."' p::cpl€. Th~ ::;tC2.c.­fas tness cf cur army's stand. idecl cgy I and revel uticr.ary n:-.l '.....T·,: ha!; }:rcvidcC: it 
W"it~l political and spi_ritual superiority and hat. been the; rc.,:clt<.t1o:1ary ar:r.~,r.:; <ib;:;;c­lute strcr .. gpcint. This ver'~' poll tical an5. spirt tual st-€.acifu.~ tncss hae created 
favorable conditions for' our army tc.. be WGII crganized, crcati\,E..Jy matc2 usz cf its milita.ry artJ &nd. have a. ccrreoct id~clog:i.cal standpcint in '1uildine; arid u:ing 
material ane technical foundation.!:: in cricr tc continuo-oJsly dev~lcj:- cur (irrn.)rr~ ce.:,· bined stre.ngth. T;1an~s to this very peli tical and spiri '0.,''':'.:11 s tca6.fas tn:;: S3. c."J.r army has b~en constantly a matured and v1ctoricu.: ar.r,y thi!t ha;; f;Jlfilled U.e function of being the p::Irtyls keen and violent tool w:lich has sat1sfactcr-ily carr1ed cut all 
tasks. 
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Second Installment 

Hanoi Nl!AN DAN 25 Dec 69 s 

[Text] 3--To Pirmly Grasp the Party Viewpoint and Ideology in Order to Build and Develop Military Art and to Build and Apply Military Science and Technology 

In any war, each b~lligerent side has definite political objectives and a war leader­ship line, on the basis of which it builds its armed forces, organizes and builds its rearbase, and, at the same time, builds its c·wn military science and art in or'Cier to conduct the war, lead its armed forces' action, and achieve the established political objectives. Every army attaches the greatest importance to building and developing its military art and constantly improving the standards of its military 5clen~e and technology in order to win victory. An army's military art and scientific and tech­nological standards represent the content of and a condition for building the strength of a war and of this ar~y. This strength exerts a highly important influ­ence on the o~tcome of a war. Military art, whj~h [aIlE within the realm of sccio~ logical s:ience , bears a highly obvlou~, c,:.~prehensive class character C!nd is depen­dent en the character ot a war, the nat-.\l'E of an army, and the historical pos,1tion of the clnss leading this war and th1c arjay. Therefore. there 1s no collDlon military art for the armies of different classec. en the other hand J each class has its cwn mili tary art. 

Thus, t: victoriously lead the revolution; the j:roletariatl 5 party, which 1s the l"'evolutlon l s brain trust, &Dust possess not cnly a correct; revolutionary line, coJr ... rect revolutionary objactiv~s, and p0werful revolutionary masS forces, but a1£0 method3 of carrying out revolution and a hig~ly scientific: creative art of leading the revolution in orjer to develop revolutionary strength, achieve revolutionary 
obJectiv~G, and implement revolutionary lines, As far as leadership over a revolu­tionary war is concerned, to acquire strength tor winning victory, it is necessary to successfully build a co:nbin~d, oomprehensive strength which €ncompasses the strength 
i~,erent in ~orrect conatruotion and co~bat lines, in the resolute. thoroughly revo­lutionary spirit. in the material bases and the standards of advanced military sci­ence and technology: and in a correct, 3klllfuL and creatiVe military art. 

Our army 1 s military art is that of th~ proletariat. It is therefore basically dif­ferent from that of the bourgeoisie: because our cllitary Science and art are based on Marxist .. Leninist revolutionary theories r on the stand, viewpoint. and ideology of the working class, on the revolutionary nature of a new-typz army, on the Just and mass character of the liberation and revolutionary wars: on our pGoplets glorious traditions of military struggle against foreign aggressions over the. past thousands of years, and on the rich experience drawn f~om the history of armed struggle in the revolutions in various countries in the wcrld. 

FUlly aware of the great importance of the military art in building the comportment and increasing the combat strength of our army in order to achieve victory in the armed struggle, our party has attached importance not only to leading our army in building itself politically, ideologically, and organizationally, but also in leading the formulation and development of OUr military art. 
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Since the formation of our armed forces, which carried out armed struggle in eB6Pai: 
nation with political struggle to regain and~maintain.,...,vo1utionary powori cu'· l'iF~ 
has led the buildlng~Df a unique, extremely creative mdlitary art tor our army_ In 
building our army and in fighting against the enemy, our military art, through vari­
ous revolutionary pe~iOds, has been constantly improved and has successfully develS~d 
its absolute supel>!./"I~ity, ~aking a highly important contribution to the victory o! 
the revolutionary war in our country. 

Built on Marxist-Leninist re701utionary theories and on the armed struggle experience 
of the world working class, our military art has been deeply imbued with the revolu­
tionary stand and ideology and the correct, creative political and military lines of 

our party. Our mf!Itiry art alba has inherited our people's courageous, stalwart. 
indomitable. skillful. and creative traditions and experience in revolutionary and 
armed struggles. Our military j!,t has been based on the firm, comprehensive strength 
of our et)untry's revolutlonal'J t1en, revolutionary armed forces, and advanced social 
system, li111 t and improved by President Ho, the great leader of our party and people 
and the 0eloved father of cur army, our military science and art have developed in­
spiringly and in conformity with the historical conditions and situation of the 
armed scruggle in our country. 

Luc~,dly demonstrating its correct, creative character, our military art has con­
trib·.~"ed toward developing the enormous strength of the people's and revolutionarY 
1.lars t ....... order to defeat the professional armies of the Prench colonialists and the 
U.S. \~perialists. In the south~ the extremely talented military art of the 
southe~n people and liberation troops is defeating the U.S. aggressor army's strate­
gio~ lL~d tactiCS and is contributing toward developing the Vietnamese military art 
to a degree that is unprecedented in the history of our people's armed struggle. 

Through decades of combat and building, our armed forces have acquired the following 
profo'.:.nd experience: Our armed forces I military art could only be buil t and devel':' 
oped under our partyls leadership. Only by basing ourselves upon the party view­
point and ideology can we firmly grasp ~~d creatively apply this military art in 
order to defeat every enemy. 

Our military ar·t come s from the people 15 and l'evolutionary wars. It is deeply im­
bued with the revolutionary stand and viewpoint and the 5cientitic 1 objective asses5~ 
ment ~thods adopted by our party in currectly and creatively solving the problems 
of exe:, .. -4;ing leadership over the armed struggle, strategic leadership, leadership over 
campaigns, tactical leadership, and so ~crth, in order to advance the war toward 
victory~ 

In our military art, which has been deeply imbued with the people's war viewpoint of 
ou~ party, we have developed the enormous strength of the masses of people, using 
them as the main force in waging the war. We also have regarded the working class I 
resolute and thoroughly revolutionary spirit, our people's stalwart, indomitable 
traditions and creative intelligence I and our armed forces' determination-to-tight­
and-win spirit as the basic factors determining victory. This also represents the 
pol "'.~ical and moral superiority of the people IS war and of the revolutionary army. 
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The history of the antiaggression war in our country shows that though possessing 
absolute political and moral superiority, we have been usually inferior to the enemy 
in equipment, weaponry, and technology. Therefore. only by fully developing our 
absolute pclltlcal and moral superioritYI insuring good organization, satisfactorily 
using our equipment and weapons, clearly understanding the ene~y. and knowing our­
se~ves well, can we acquire an activE. rC3clute, skillful, and creative spirit and 
a high datermination to win. 

Based on the people's war viewpoint, on t~e conditions and clrc~stances under which 
the war iE conducted, and on the balance of forces existing between us and the enemy, 
our military art has fully reflected and l\lCidly demcnstratec! the motto of waging an 
all-peeple, all-out, and protr3ctec war, rElying mainly on our own strength, and 
doing cur best to procure internation3.1 as'si~tance. 

In our military art t we have ~ucces.3f'ully develcp~c. CUI' p~ople t s enor";nO'lS forces; 
using our tt-tree-trocp-category ar' __ ned fcrees as the: core forces e:nplcytG. by all our 

p~cpl£ in fighting the aggresscrs. £""lCCEssfully den~loping the cap~t:ilitie: of every­
cne: every crga.nization, and every force I su.ccessfully using every kind of cquip:nent 
an::r technological !!l~ane, and bringing intc ["111 r;:lay all eu:.- ::trongpcints and exptri­
ence in fighting the enemy, 1n ord~r· tc achieve vic tory. 0.11' ;J.rmcd f(lr'ce3 m'J.tt 
higi.11y demcnstrate their In!tlativ~; active spir'it.: ~n1 spirit of fightins perse­
veringly, of simul taneou~ly ani satisfactcr·~ly perfermir.g cc:n1:~t and ccnstructicn 
tasks, and of annihilating t~e ene:ny while ix.prcv1n(!' our fcrces. They mu::t 1nzurc 
that th: more they fight. t:1E mCi"e powerful t~:!y b~comC'J and the more v1ctcriEz they 
win. It is also necessary tc satisfactorily ~icvelCl:: the strength of the th!"ee trcer: 
categories in close coordinaticn with the ~G7C~cnt for mobilizing all t~c people to 
fignt the aggressors, to ccordinate:: aT'J:cd and ~olitical straggle';;, anI! tc highlj' 
develop the cO!!1blnzd stre:ngth of the p~opiels W3.r. The. pC0I=-le's war in th::! scuthern 
part cf cur ccuntry has been highly 'e· ... elope~. The sC'lthcrn ar:ncc~ fOI'ces and peoplE 
have ccordinated their ar~ed and p~l!tical strugr1es &n~ their t~rec-pronged--mill­
tary. political. and troop prcs~lyting--offenslv€ in all the thre~ ~tratcgic areas; 
mountainz, rural d~lta, and urban. 'These are the fpccial fcaturec of the "wage. <if. 

all-people .. all-out war" mette and of the talented mi:'itary art of the p3oj:le and 
the pEople'e ar:ned forces of' our- coar.try. 

C'J.r military art has demonstrated tl-te revoluticnary offen;;.ive iC:colcgy and. the su:' "it 

of taking the initiative 1n activ~lys rcsolut~ly and contin~ously attackir..e <inC 
annihilating the enemy. This offensivE: cpirlt originates in the wGrking clacs t 

thoroughly revol utlonary ideelogy, in eu!' pE opic r 5 5 tal wart: indomi table spi rJ t, anc 
in our ar;nyt s determinaticn to fight anG. win. Firmly grar>ping thjE offensive 
ideology, cur" troops. under normal circuJl.stanccs, constantly mai.ntaln their vigi­
lance anc a high oombat readiness. SGtU ns: cat w~enevC"!' they receive orders, fighting 
thc enemy when~ver he comes J and w~nning whenever they fight_ 

In comb3t, our troops highly dev~lop thci.r determination to win, takinz the initia­
tiVE in actively, courageously, skll1fully~ r~solutely, and continuously attacking 
the enemy, winning one victory after another. from sm3]l to big victoric::. and ad­
vancing from winning gradual. partial victories toward winning tctal \'ictory. This 
offensive ideology has also been demon3trated by the spi.rit of actively and 
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'2xtt:!r.:iivcly ann:lhi.iattng the enemyts stl-eng~;h an:i war equipment .. uncGrmird .. ng hiE 
.ncr-alp.. weakening j11m Qrganizationally: anc:. cOl!".p12tcly l'rJst!'al-:~r.c; l-:.i::. aB'g!'2ss~~VC 

dcternin.;:iicnp s<.!hcir.cc, ant: actz. 

C-lr military art hae also reflcctcc the crzativl' spirit of the Victr.ar..cse H?rking 
~lass--thc cla:;~ w!11ch lEads the rEvolution and m3."::tc;rt. t.he ~cci~tYJ :c..ienccs, and 
technclogy--and the braire, r~Eourceful, intclllg~nt, creative: ccuragcou.3, and pcr­
tevering tradi tiC:L cr our p~oplc and a!'i:I.~~ in pro.:lu·: den and cCr1bat. T.1i~ crc<:.tivc 
:::pirit has developed our pccple'f:; anti ar:nylf. invin(,~.bl(; ~tl'cIl3th anc ex.p;::orience~ and 
.:trcngpc1ntr 1n righting the enemy and in prctccting the ccuntry. Tilis creative 
cplrit hac r.:~dc cur army constantly pCtSeEs a strong crgan!zati0l':: hiGh technology, 
anc goo~ methcis. of' action anc. fine! many IT.cthods of attack~ng th2 ~ner.lY with high 
ef.flciency ar.r: great strength, of us1n3' EmaIl forccG to c.~feat large eneny forces, 
anti 01' us:fng quali ty tc defeat quantity. This creat-i';e o:piri.t ha:::. :Lad,,} every lrcop 
ca tegory, ar-mcc branc:l, local! ty: and hI! ttleflE.lc. develop i tE capabll i tic~, exper1-
eneas, strcngp'.Jintf. and possess uniqUE, creativ~ c")mbat mct:lcdG. It is thiz crea­
U.vc ane act!\'c spirit w:lich has forced the eneu,y nct tc fig!1t in accor-dar.ce \\'it:l 
strategies: anC tactlcs--hls strcngp01nts in fighting. 

This ccn~tltutes the party1s basic theught~ in our military art, Tr.orcaghly under 
:otood in t±.e: prc.ccEs of cTlilt!ing, dcvelcpJ:Cntl and at:plicaticn, these thou.ghts have 
made cur arrr.y I ~ mili tary Elrt far f:"Jr,Pass eVEr'S mili tary art cf any army of the ex­
plciting class. of Im~eria11s:;n. 

War 1s nc·t only;: chiillengc to the? lives, the dcter:n1natio:1 c:.nc. wi:.l cf h·l.lIr.an bC'ing:­
ane thc strength cf a regime. but alsc a challenge to the military art and the leve: 
and a.bility to cuild and utilize military SCiences anr,! teclm<..lo.€.'y, 

Therefcre, in ord~r to build stron3 armee fcrccf:, it 13 ncce~cary to J:crsess accuraf 
b"Jildlng and corr.bat l1n~s, u.aterial an~ tcchnclogical-ba.ze.:::, In.:n with rcvclutio:nary 
enlightcn:r.ent. and a high combat spirit. tc, firmly grasJ,: the: J:.:irtyl!; pclltical line::: 
and. tazk.::; and mll1 tar:{ line: and taEks, tc firmly groaE}; the Irilit.:'!ry art. <inc tc 
accurately utilize the army's equip:ncnt Qnd technclogr. 

In the armed ::.trugglc a& well as in practical prcc.uction, both men an~ tccls are YU 
important. If there are tccls but no men: there is n::: :t=rodl.:.ccicn; (',ol':1Jcrsely. if 
there a:oc- men but no teols. or if there are tcols w!1ich no 0r.: knQwe how tc uE"e, 
p:::ocdllcticn cannot develop. It is the same wi th building the armed. fcreet;. We. all 
know that without men with revolutionary enlighten'l'lent , there can be nu rcvolutionar 
army; and that without weapons, equip~entJ technology, an~ accurate u~c of th£se 
weapens, equiJ-;nent: and technology, there can be no ar;ny, nor an ar:lY with goo~ C.;)'J!­
bat ability. Leni.n rep~atedly said: liThe f:let that an army doC's not J:re:parc for 
firmly grasping all types of' weapons. every means J anj every combat tricks which thi 
army haE in hands or can have. con3titutes a stupid and even ::inful act-I! (Lenin: 
IfCor.lplete: Works," Volume 31, pag€- 76, Russian language editicn; Naticnal Publishing 
House. Mo~cow, 1950} 

'Therefore; in the armed struggle and building the arJ1eC forcet., our party not cnly 
has set forth correct military lines and taskS and firmly gra~pcd the building of th 
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revolutionary stand, thoughts, and nature and the building of our army's military art, but has also paid special attention to leading and heightening our army's 
scientific and technological level and to building its material and technological bases. Therefore, leading the building and develop.uent of the milit.ary sciences and technology constitutes an aspect o'f the party's leadershiJ: over the armed struggle and the building of the army; and firmly grasping the party's viewpoints and thoughts in crder to correctly build and to satisfactorily utilize sciences, technology, and mat.e.rial basel! 1s a responsibility ant!. an extremely important requirement of our army. 

Frcm the point cf being equipp:ed so rudi!I1entarl1y in theil' early days, with many units possessing orily knives. handgrenadcs and rifles as weapcnt with which to fight the enemy, our armed forces now possess great, strong material baEen an~ an inCreas­ingly higher technical and scientific lavel. Many of their a~med branches and ~er­vices possess material ami technical basc.:. embracing many secticn::, iT.eluding tech­niques of use, ma1nten3nce, and repair, producticn. service tc combat., and !D.il:ttary activities. We pcssess not only modern eq'lipm:mt anc techniques, but alsc. rutiimGn­tary weapon::; anli equipment which are used very creatively anC. effectively in ccml:at and construction. We pOSEes~ not only eqiJip;nent and techniques with w~lch to fight­
the enemy, but also tc protect and strengt~Er. cur fcr-ces. 

A~ manlte~tatiom; of the success af t!le peopleiE. .... ar lin£', our ar:ny1s growth and. 
victories in past decades reflected the noral strength and talentn cf our pecple and 
a~y, the rapid heightening of cur a~y'= scientific anC technical level, and th~ quick develcp~nt of its material baset. Under party leadershi}:; CUI' 2.rmy kept a firil:. hold on the party's viewpoints an:i st;.ndpoint~ concernil1f the heightening ef thE army'E scientific and technical level and the building and develorJlent of its mater-ial ba!'es. 

Science and techn1 qucs must Serve the revol utic.nary taek and conform tc the- PJ.:'ty t e political line. In the army. military science and techn1q",lc::t must tervC' the:- bu1lding and comtat ta::ks. The duty of military Ec1Enc~ an! techruquc:: is to contin:.lally pro­vide the armed forces with f;uitable equip:t.ent am! technique::: an= tc in~ur€: th~t- this e:qu1p:nent and techniquef; attain the highcE.t deg;·ee of eff'5.c1ency and durability. thus enabling the armed forces to annihilate the enzmy and protcct and dcvc::lop thcmstlv8~. 

Thic 1s the claes standpoint, the revolutionary standpoint, and the meEt fun.iamE.;·.t .. ~ standpoint of ou~ party concerning its lc::adership ever E.cicnca and techni.qucs, b~­cause as long as there are classes and class struggle in the scciety~ not only sociology, but also natural sciences arE' cai1t an':' used tc serve the pclitical gcal., of a class. 

Military Science and techniques are a branch of natura.~. sciEnces. BJ.t their· b'-t::ilding 
an~ appl~cation must be closely asz;ociated with t:le armytfj r;:o11tical objectives • 
buildin3 and combat line, and clase nature. Thu=. in buildinb and applying cur mili­tary ScienCE:: and techniques .. we mu::;t be guided by cur party'::; p:J11tical line and goals and military line and goalz, regard the co:npletion of our armyis buDding and combat tasks as our objective. and use the thoroughly revolutionary spirit the revo­lutionary offensive spirit; the mastership spirit, and the creativeness of the 
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'..rrrking class and pt:!ople a::: an idee-logical b~e~ w~;c~ ~ ffia!3~ rely en tc ot~:.r .. q?te 
t-~v~ dcvclcprcnt cf iilili tary science ar.~ techniq~c-::. 

Cur nriJ.r I s mil i tary science and t~~ni quer: r bull t and use~ in aCCC1'c.ancc with thif. ctanepo1nt, have speedily and steadfastly developed, keenly satisfying the construe tian and fighting needs, thus makiI1,3 important cont.ributions to fulfilling our a~my cuties. 

0:1 the basi£'. of thes·e duties and needs, the building of our mili tary science am 
tcchniquc~ b."1.!st b.::! incessantly and tightly linked with the historical circumstances .::.nd ccni1 ticns of our na t1cnal revcluticn and the con:;. tr''..lction ana fighting real! tit 
~ t cu!' arClY. 

Th~ socialist revolution 1n our country 1s that which a~vancts from agricultural 
eccno~ anc ~~al~ producticn into socialism by bypassing the capitalist develop~nt 
pha~c. O.lI' working class and people are the masters of' SOCiety and are lnc:oeasingl: 
m3~terl~e SCience and te~hn~ques. O~r national economic bates previously were not substantial an~ Cur nctic~al de!en~e in1~stry net yet highly modernized. thus I we 
~ic net yet have ~aterial and technical ccneition~ £Cr prcducing modernJ £1n~. anj 
c~pl'x rictet cf equipment. ~owever. thanks to the partY'e· correct revoluticnary 11n-:J ant!.' cur Eel! -reliance sp1ri t, by developing the strength of the rna terial and 
tcch~ical basc& cf our cou~trylf excellent socialist re~lme, and thanks tc subs tan­
ti~l help fro~ the socialist camp. we have had steadfast material and technical ~,~, £Cl-' succc-&sfully building an~ fi:-ghting. (}..lr armed forces have <!evElcped cur people 
an~ army1s traditicn, ex~rience. anc strongpcints in prcducinc ane flg~ting and 
lcar~c! £ro:r. and sat1sfactcr-.:!.ly us~d thc militarily scientific and technical progre_ achieved by fraternal ccuntries in c-rcler to build~ develop. S:fld satisfactcr.Dy u:::e our armyl S ml1i tary sciencE and techniques. 

The practice of our armed E.truggle is that of" a people's: war developed to it:: 1'ullE.: tc oppose the enemy which is an aggres::ive imperialist amy with numercu~ concentra 
troop~ well supplied with ttodern eqaip~nt. Tnis practice requires that our army1s science an' techniques satisfy the ccnstruction and fighting needs of three troop categcries. of branches and services. and of the masses in order tc carry en a war 
wit~ many typ~s of weapcn~ and stratage~ en all battlefield:: and under various con· er-ete circ.u'::lt.tances: and tc full:r develop our- strongpoints to defeat the enc:ny. Or~ by clearly understanding this construction and f'ighting practice alene with develop­in€" creativity in building mil1 tary science and techniques. can we c!cvelop our 5c1-
en~e. t~c~~iqUeE, and experien~e and satisfactorily use SCience, tcchni~~eEI and 
exp~rien~c of fraternal ccuntrle~1 armios. Cnly by adhering to this practice can Wf render cur army's science, t2chni(l'ues. eqUipment, and weapcns suitatle to our natior revolution. our fighting duties; climatic. geographic, and econo~ic ccnditions, and tc the Vie tnamese people ang ~~.f~~ ~ the enemy I s ~cience and techniques. Practice ha proven that,_ improved and used at the right time and place and in acccrdanc~ with tr., characteristics and strongpo1nts of the Vietnamese people, battlefields. men, and ¥2YS of f'ighting, anx rUdimentary or mode-rn weapon and piece o£ equip:n.ent can achiev 
"'?-~''2l'1lendo~e ef'f'ects. and have high efficiency and. power. 
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T~le:::,efo:rer the building 3111 develop::nent of our science and technlque3 must closely 
follow t~le revolutionar7 realities in Q';ll' country and the real situation of cur 
army's building and combat so as to make science and technique continually d~velop 
and sati5factcrily serve cur ar~yrs goals. 

Equipment and weapons are the ar~ed forcc~ means of action. Therefore we must pay 
spa-cial attention to developing the mastership spirit and the abilities of all offi­
cerE and men in the b'~ildlng am! ap:r;11cation of science and techniquee. 

r~n and £qu!p~nt and techniques--~n which one bases oneself to build and organlz~ 
an army to wage war--are two factors for achieving our party 1 s military goals and 
the objectIves: of our ar;nyfs co:nbat. Of these two factors, men with revolutionary 
consciousness and with scientific and technical capacity are the ~ost important fac­
tc~. ~cause men are capable of building, using, and developing the ~ower of the 
material and technical bases in orde~ to fight a~d defeat the enemy, because men are 
th~ aecisivs factcr. 

T..1(!refor-e, to oatisfac.torily bUild aru: apply ::iclence an-:'!. technique!:; cQulp:.:.cm'i: ani 
l>rcapcn::r, flrst of all. it is ner;sssary trJ b1lilc men and dc\,:::lop to the hlghe~t degree 
·~:1e:i.r activity as revcluticnaries a!1Q. rt3St~!'~ of science an:i 1..e;chniqu~s. It is 
necessary tc: build a revol'ltionary 5 t:.nct I a:-:. ioeoloeJ and. cccbc::.t icicals so that men 
~an beccI!.e t.'1e masters cf their cwn l'::'·J~s. Jnly then can they beco:ne the ma~ters of 
zcienoJl!.' arId techniqueE an1 have correct viet,/'.:; 2nc. the necef.>cary capac;it~· tc baile, 

dGvelo~, and apply sci,;,nce and techniquc,! 1:'1 a :::atisfactcry way. According t" the 
I::i:rtytS r-oZ'lclut1onary views: tc gaster- science and tcchniqu£f.: doer net !!1~an tc mas­
ter thci:. in thzcry only, b'lt tc :naster· ther.. alec in p'r"aet1cc. One :nust noc only 
21andle and !no.intain tech:lical eq'.li}:'nent s;;:ci3f~ct()r11y, but also pay 5],::ccial ~ttcn­
ticn tc daveloping techniqu,;s, i:nprovinz th~Ln continaal1y, an!! discovering new tech~ 
n1ques CC:1tinOlally in order to ccntin:.lally increase the efficiency of' £t.ier..ce, 
t~chniqaes. t.f.;;ap.J:ls, a.."'l.d equipmant in ~cr'_'ing the nce:ds of cur arm:rlE ccmbat a:ld 
buildin~ task:::. 

Under th~ :J..eadership :::t our party and. Pr.:~ldent HJ, o',.n'l ar:n::.' n..:lt or.ly h.:c:. a ccrrect 
bu1ldir:.g ~nd cc:nbat lin~, good r:;volution3:':'Y !lature and traditicm:, anc: very- firm 
stand and viaws, but also a. crec.ti,-,~ a!1d t:ni":lue military art an::: quickly d~vel')ped 
mil!.tary science and techniques. T:liE military art and. thi~ n:.11itary :clentifio:. 
and technical level made iinportant cO!1t!'lb·..ltion~ to t~,c bt:.ildinz cf t~1C f:tg!lt:Ln,3 
ability and the d:avc-l:lpment of the, overall power of CUi" peeple f :: war anc. p.30}::Je IS 

armed forces in erdar to d2feat all ene~y ~ggre3sors, 

Now the aggressor in our country is U,S. i~p?ri~liso--an imp~~lali~t w~c Po~S€~SCC 2 

large Utili tary force I which has mod3'rn material; scizntific., and technical basez
l 

anc. 
''':!1ich cont1nually changes its trick,3, technique:::, and equ1pmznt" t~ order to achieve 
its aggrest1ve plet. Our arJny has acquired many combat cxp~riencu:, Its equipJ'lG-nt 
and techniques have made grea~ progress during the anti-U.S. national salvation 
struggle. Thus, daveloping to a high degree our military art a~d heightening our 
armyfs military scientific and technical level in order tJ completely defeat u. S. 
aggressicn is tha require~ent of our revolutionary task and also a requirement of 
cur army. We m'l.st develop t.::> a high degree our determination-to-fight-and .. win 
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tradition and" at the same time, constantly heighten the level of our m11itqrJ ~rt:~ 
develop soience and techniques, and satisfactorily build and .use our army's m'.~lp . 
bases ~n order to develop the ~at,righting power or our people •. completely defeat 
the ~ssive plot of the U.S. imperialists. and successfully fulfill all historic 
tasks of our army. 

4--To Build a Co!c;i.ll6ent ot Brave, Stalwart, and Resourceful Cadres ~ployed ~& '-hill 
Core of Our Armed Porces 

In the revolut1onary struggle, we all know that, after determining a correct polit­
ical line, the decisive cor4~tion for the Success of this line is the organization 
at its implementation in which the key proble~ is building a contingent ot cadres 
firm and strong in every respec::'. Since cadres are the core force which have a 
decisivt\ nature -in organizing t"'J.,' imp1eJll4lltat~,cn of every line ·and polic," of the· 
party, are a bridge b~tween t!;E:! yartyand ttJ,e masses, educators, ·organizers, and are 
guides ~t ~he masses in the exeout1on of every party line or policy, our party and 
PresideHt :~c.J in the leadership over the VPA, have shown their great concern over 
building a ,:,ontingent of cadres, considering it as a "precious capital of the party" 
and the cor-e or !'evolutionary rorces. President Ho taught: "!}be success or failure 
of everything depends on whether cadres are good or bad" and I'With good cadres, 
everythjng can be done" (liTo Readjust irlork1ng Methodsll--page 18) 

In OU~· armed forces, a cadre member must educate and train fighters in every respect 
on th~ basis of the party's line, policy, guideline, Viewpoint, and thoughts while 
cOIro!J?nding thell1 in combat and in every task. He 1s often a party member or a party 
cu~tttee ~mbpr assuming important tasks or technical work, leading the masses, and 
educ'ting fighters. The basic condition insuring that our army is really a people's 
ar.:lllo", an evep-victorious army having both wisdom and courage, is that the contingent 
of c~dres must remain absolutely loyal to the party, the people, and the fatherland, 
must _e viri~ous and capable, and must possess good manners. Such a contingent of 
cadre~ will help further strengthen the ~elations between the party and masses and 
between cadres and fighters in the army in a spirit of revolutionary comradeship, 
political equality: solidarity, and muturtl assistance in fulfilling every duty. 

Man is the most; deci.sive rc;..ctor of our arrli.:;.d forces' combat strength. He must be 
endowed with a high revolutionary awarenes~ and combat skill and capacity and the 
ei'fect of h~_s r-G~·.e is very important. Though good, a weapon cannot develop its 
effect ~: 1t is not manipulated skillfully by a brave righter. Although righters 
are skill:'ul, the armed forces cannot. develop their revolutionary nature and com­
bativit¥ i~ cajres are not good organizers and commanders. Our armed forces' combat 
strength i5 a combination of many factors and a collective strength. 

Under the collective leadership of party committees and branches, the role of a cadre 
consists 1n organizing, coordinating, combining, and transforming separate or partial 
strengths into a collective strength. If cadres lack a high determination and power 
to organize implementation, a resolution cannot be turned into an action, even 
t;-:'OU,Q'.;r. the leadership of party committees and branches is accurate. As a resul t, 
t~er~ will ~e no success or the sua~ess will be limited. Moreover, if cadres ar~ 
n.o+; steadfast, the efficient leadership of party committees and bl~anches will b€ 
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affected. Under complex, difficult clrcumstance~, the role of cadres. especially 
re~P911s1bl_e_. cadrss, 1s mora iI:!.portant. Reali ties prove that :f,n many cases of fierce 
st~ggle and difficult ta..skl, .st_eadfast, re.solute, wise, bra"le, and active cadres 
having' a co~rect- p~iic:T line ~d ver~ed in o;ogarrlZlng .it~ implementation ha~(:'" . 
cooperated with their units in satisfactor1ly achieving thei: tasks and ir. leading 
the tight to victory. As taught by President Eo, IIcadres are the root of al;I. ~a:.l~:';,:. 

Cadre training 1s a baSic task of the party. which ~ust feed and teacb cadi;'~!~\ .;-..t5~ 

like a gardener who oul tlvates precious trees. I~ 1s necessary to esteem t:,-·1e:nted 
people, cadres, and every person who is u8~f»1 tv our common work. II (liT.) ~,~~djust 

Working Methods"--pages 52-51) 

Our people1s revolutionary undertaking bas prcgre::.;cd more and more. Ou.r party's 
political and military tasks have unceasingly deve:~ped. Our armed forces have 
matured"rapidlY,jind are ,now,an army with all armed branches and .services .. and with 
numerous items ot complex equipment and techniques. ~r combat scale has become 
larger and our military science has further developed. For this reasc~) the require­
ments regarding the quality of our contingent of cadres in every respec:-. have fur­
ther increased. So, building a sufficient contingent of steadfast. strong, and 
perfect cadres for various branches and sections is a great problem having fundamen­
tal significance tor the immediate tasks and exerting a very important effect on the 
long-term tasks. Td satisfactorily build a contingent of cadres is to create a 
basic organizational condition tor our armed forces to successfully carry out party 
leadership in every situation and in every domain of activity in the army. 

Originating from the party's politi~al and military tasks and the army's building 
and combat tasks, with the aim of insuring that our army fulfill every 1nmlediate 
and long-range task, our army has, for decades of building and combat and through 
experiences drawn from realities, clearly understood the requirement for and task 
of building a body of army cadres. This 1s the requirement to build a body of per­
fect cadres possessing high quality and adequate strength in order to meet the 
demands of various branches, echelons, army branches, armed services,. and the three 
troop categories. This body of cadres must comprise individuals who are absolutely 
loyal to the party. who wholeheartedly serve the people, who fight bravely. stanchly, 
resourcefully, and flexibly, who work devotedly and positively, who possess tine 
revolutionary ethics and a high political, military, specialized, technological, ar.~ 

professional level, who possess an increasingly high cultural level, and whose health 
and ages are consistent with the requirements and duties, in accordance with every 
task. This body of cadres must continue and constantly develop the army's tr3.(j.tion 
and experiences and must satisfactorily meet every immediate and long-range com~4t 
and building requirement. Tnis body of cadres must possess steady core forces, good 
and abundant basiC and reserve sources. and forces necessary to fulfill the present 
tasks, while 
suing tasks. 

possessing reserve forces necessary to satisfactorily fulfill the en­
All this reflects the requirements set forth by the army's combat a~d 

building realities and reflects the law governing the development of our army, which 
is that the more our army fights, the stronger it becomes, and the more it fights, 
the greater victor~es it wins. 

Meeting these require::i!,ents is the basic objective of the policy toward cadres 1.n our 
army. This is a co!".:'::;':' ''!l:ous, long process of struggle in many fields I considering '~he 
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comprehenSive imprcvemznt and heightening of the cadres' level &3 a main task; con­
sidering tile task of p:;:rms.n~ntly seeking to understand ani clc5~ly manage the cadref. 
as a (-ond! tlonj and considering the adequate 9.3s1gnm~nt of wor~:s to cacires, with the 
a1m of fully develoj:ing their m::>rale and ability an:! of insuring the fulfillment cf 
~very taek. as £. goal. Waile building the bc1y of cadres, it is neces~ary to firmly 
grasp thl:. rollowing taree lin..'lcs: leadership-assuming cadreE, basic cac.res , and 
::.psclalize:c. anti technologi"=al cadres; :ft is necessary· to pay attention to building 
the: body cf cadres as a whole and every individ".lal cadre; it 1e necessary t-J stream­
lin~ and d6velcp th~ bcdy of cadrc;.s of the three troop eate,gories; and it i5 neces­
sa!'~ t.e clorely cocrdinate the le3.ding ec.helons wit:1. '-ariou.s i::ranchet and spec.la1iz0c 
agencies in iCl~lcIr3rlt1ng th~ policy toward cad!"c! in both bailding and ccJtbat: 1~ 

anti outside the aI':n~". 'J''he key problem for meeting the requl!'e!l'l.~nt in bUilc:i:1g thE 
body of catire~ 1n r:.ur a)~:."ly ccnsists of thoroughly gr-a~ping t~;? p3~tyl5 polIcy lines 
tCW'::irC. cadres. 

The pa::'t:.·I~ peliey lin:~s tt1t..'"ard cadres originate: frc.:n the pa:,ocyl s p:Jlitical a!1:o. 
crf.'3.nizaVi.cnal 11r .. <::s. The!e 11nz~ are the trcnd.~ and principle:::: of' leader:3hip over 
~"ery asp~ct an~ liM ot t:,~ policy tcward. cadr·~t. 'These lincz clea.rly indicate in 
'o"~1.~ t· dire(. tio!"! e.1.€ task Qf 6aeking ScUrce! cf" ~ad~ s: a:11 of fcr:ning and s:e:'e.cting 
th~:n IJ."J.st b:: cr1er:.tl?o_t, ",flat ncrl:!l.s this t9.s!{ !!I'.lst follcw~ ani It..-'l~t r~qu1rc:u~nts the 
contc!lt~ of tra1n:Lr.3' P-f'\\ i:ni.')rc~'in! cadres !l1 • ..t$-~ !r..:;ct in or:lzl" t-: attaL'l the gcal of' 
makir.& the boc.v Gf r;arl:;:'I'::': In th~ armeC: fo:::"t;'"~:;. c0nstantly s~,;c2.d:~ ~:>litically, V.ll'e 
:;::~li~;lca:;'ly, i'irr:; jon th(1L" attttude an1 th-':J:.13:-tts, abS:'=Il-..:tely 10yal to thG party an.::!. 
P0C},:i.C.: 2.r.~ \~irtu:;l\':.'5 an~l ~b"\e t~ fulfill (;..\"ery task. Th:-os!.:; a. pJ"::blerr:. re::at".!d to 
)-·~{c buij.dir.g, fir:r. prct'){!i;iu:':.: and d~velC'p.Tl:::mt of the. ar~.y'c r.z.',:·ure ant: t;.:oa;:li.;~;m 

ani t·c thc i;r.plcmer..tation of the party's p:'in:!!ples cf leaders!11p overo our aro.y_ 
Th:ts is toe ba.sic dit'co'!ticn and. also an ..:~sentlcl problem of t:t(> -mole policy tcwa!'1 
,:adr e 5, while it is also a trend by which every Ga5.~~ I:13.y im~rovp and trai~~ ~imf.el t. 
In i!T.:plem.:nting the p1.)licy toward cadres i!l genE:!'al a..,c! eac~ individU3.l ~adre in 
partlculQ.r, a f'a11urs 1n thoroughly grasping the party1s pelic;r lines toward cadres 
Will adversely affect the rC?volut1on and will 1:nl=ec!~ the f'u.lfillm('nt of tasks by 
cadreE, because if these lines are not thorc-lghly grasp:;:d there will bs no trend fer 
selecting an( training cadres, and the b:-dy of cadres will han: no base fro::n whi~r: 

"';0 matur·e Cine. de\pelcI! et~ad11y. 
stances~ but in th~ long ran and 
harc~J;r have a base fro::J. w:lich to 

There may ba nc l=rvble~ under [avcrabl~ circum­
when facing difficulties. the body of cadres wcula 
insure the ~Jlt1llm€nt of their taEks. 

IJ'v t::lo!'oughly understand th~ cadre-task lin.: .set forth by the party is to correctly 
u."1.c.(?rzt-and and implemEnt the reviewed subtta.::1ce of this line. inoluding class dir'ec­
ticn aile cadrE crite~ia and policy. Th€ dir~ction of class effcT"t l which shews the 
wa.y fer' selecting cadres; i5 the prinCiple gili5ing criteria and pelicy. Criteri.& 
are the N;qu1rem~'ntE and conditions to be fulfilled in selecting, training, and ir.1-

proving cadreS. Policy involves measures for tra.ining, 1~prov1ng, ~~d assigning wcrk 
to cadres in accordance with class dire~t1cn an1 c&i~~ criteria. Th~se are the three 
fundam2ntal substances or tile cadre task line. They are t1g;,tly linked with each 
other. It is wrong to view the cadre-task line as only on~ of clas~ direction or az 
dealing only with class origin and not to see that there are close ralationships 
~etween c~ass direction, criteria, and policy. Not to corr~ctly solve anyone of 
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these three Q'J.est1onz is to f?ll 1ntc C!'!"Gr 1n t):c 11n2; an:::: st.::r.dpcint cf' the p~rty;s 
'.!aOl"c taE,l{.::; • 

Class d:i..rect1c(! i~ onc of the: fu~c.amcntal G.uezticns ct.' th€:l cadre-task l:Lr'l:e of ~~~. 
party. It clearly reflects our party!~ class stand. OJ.r army if: a poople1c army--a 
trenchantly violent toel of the proletarian administration, and a very important 
organ of the revc·l1.!tionary state. It Jr.'..tst e~erc1se one of the f~.mctions of the dic­
tatorial proletarian state, which if; yO s~sh the cla~s and peoplcls, enemy_ It must 
un! to with tIle entire people to regain and maintain the revol'J.tionary administraticn. 
Therefore, the army mus t make the p:'!!'ty I s pcli tical 1 ine ant! goal s 1 ts fighting ai,ms I 

make the werking class' i~eological stanc and v1ewpcint its nature, apply the cl~~s 
line to the organizational task, and mainly choose workers and peasants in selecting. 
educating, ar:c: trainin!: cadres. 

The armyts contingent Pi' cadres :must nece:::sarily be that of the party "and prole­
tariat. Tni~ direction is absolutely necessary and correct. It is in accordance 
with the revolutionary practice in cur country, the needs and tasks cf' our army, 
with Fresi6.ent no's teachings, "Workers and peasants are the masters of the revoL.:· 
ticn, II lJ"lorker~ ane. pea~ants have been the most: vigorously oppressec:!, II "Workers an I 

peasants are. the mcst nurnercus, se the etrongest U (liThe: Revolutionary Pathll). Sicu_ 

war. army, and state are outcc:nes of a SOCiety with classes, the building of our 
arrnY;E contingent of cadres mu~t inr.ur~ c~rrcct cla~s di~ectio~ and tuffieient pc~_t 
ieal criteria as long as there still arc cla~t strug~le, revolutionary struggle, 
state, ant army. 
task, the use of 

Even '_though in eactl l'e,!clutlonary phase and each link cf ~he cad.:e 
class direction mu~t b~ lively, concrete. and ~n accordance with the 

characteristics of each circumstance. it i:: necessary not to meve confusedly awa" 
frem clasE (!irecticn or to dizregard political criteria. This is a question of st . .:md 

and principle. Only by so doing. can cadre contingents have steadfast bases for 
developing. Ita turing , and fulf1lling their duties. 

To have an excellent cadre contingent ~erving as nucleus of the armed forces, the 
party has &et forth an. ethical anc! talent criteria. It is the direction for each 
cadre to train and educate himself as w~ll as the condition for selecting, trainint::. 
and imprcving cadres and assigning tasks tc them. The ethical and talent criteria 
az set forth by the party arc based on the stand and viewpoints of the pro~~;:~~ti:lt 

anc:! the requirements of its revoluticnary tasks. They represent an important, basic 
content or the task line of cadres aimed at realizi~§ ~he ~!ne '?f 1~~qr1ng the selec­
tion, training, and improvement of numerous elite e:adres for the party and armed 
force~. If a. cad;-e correctly follow.:; the class direction but deviates from the 
ethical and talent cr1teria~ he cannot bcccrr.~ an elite caure but will fall into fO~­
~lism or fractional13m which has been criticized by the party. Otherwise, if he 
pay~ at~ention only tc the criteria but, fails to correctly follow the class direc­
tion, there will be ne basis for the contingent of cadre~ to mature ~teadfastly. 

Morali t;,{ and abili ty are two fundamental quali ties tha t all our officers mus t have. 
He who lacks one of these qualities cannot become an officer. President Ho taught 
us: liRe who has talents must have virtues. He who has talents. but has no vlrtue~ ... 
~~~5 harm to the ~9untry. He ~~o has virtues. bu~ Pe~ n~ ~~!ents resembles a Buddh~ 
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who. staying in the pagoda, does nobody any good. IT (From "President Ho's Appeal,ll 

volume 3. page 279) 

On the basis of thoroughly understanding our armyls missions and goals, we must base 
ourselves on the characteristics of each branch, profession, military branch, mili­
tary service, post, or revolutionary phase to determine the concrete contents of 
officers' morality and ability. Any officer of any branch, any profession, or any 
post 1n our army must regard combat readiness and fulfillment ot his taEks as the 
objectives of his training. He must improve himself to the highest degree and most 
satisfactorily fulfill his tasks--especlally under fierce and arduouE circumstances 
and when the task 15 difficult and arduous. Fulfilling the combat and other tasks 
is the yard::,tick for measuring the morality and ability of our army's officers. 

The relationship between morality and talent, in fact, is the relationship between 
stand and ideology and work capacity. ~~ officer must have both morality and abil­
ity. Morality means revolutionary nature. It is a basi~ on which we must rely to 
1ml=rove ctt'icers, give them tasks, and develop their abili ty. Abili ty 1s revoLl­
t10nary officers' capacity to work to develop the effect~ of morality and achieve 
the goals and ideals of the revolution. 

PreSident Ho taught us: "Carrying out the revolution in order to transfcrm the old 
society into a neW SOCiety is a very glcricus work. B'.lt it is also a very heavy 
duty. a oomplex. protracted, anc! arduous struggle. Only he who is strong phYSically 
can carry a heavy load and travel the long way. A revolutionary must havt a revolu­
tionary morality to fulfill the gloricus revolutionary taSks." (IIR€vclv.tionary 
Jibrality" by President Ho, published in the HOC TAP magazine, Dec.emh(-r 1958 is~ue) 

The reali ties emerging fro!l1 our army I s performance of con~ truction anc: cccbat task!: 
have further Eubstantiated this teaching by PreSident Ho. Only ethic'~ provides a 
eO~~G basie for cultivating our skills. Likewise, creativeness. skillfulness, and 
flexibility originate in the determination to tight and win. Tne developffient of 
skills ane. the usefulness of these skills to the revoluticr. can only be achieved en 
the casis cf ethics. Conversely, only by acquiring skills can we meet ethical re­
qu1rement~. In the army, which represents a combat organization possessing ext~n­
Elve equipment and technological means and many highly complex and inspiring combat 
forms. even greater importance must be attached to the problemD of leadership, com­
mand. tec~nical: and professfonal skills. 

The ethIcs which Oilr army cadres must possess ;:3 that of the armed revolutionaries 
standing en the forefront of the armed struggle of all our people. These ethics, 
which President Ho taught our army cadrec, are demonstratec by the fact that· II poli -
tics is manifested while fighting the aggressors,1I ("president Ho and the Armed 
Forces," page 122--S0NG HAOj. by "loyalty to the party and devotion to the pe~plell1 

by thoroughly revolutionary spirit. and unflagging fighting dEtermination, and the 
spirit of Ilstandlng ready to fight and to undergc sacrif.:!.ces for the fathei"'lanjls 
independence and freedom and for SOCialism, IT and by willingness to sacrifi:::e one I s 
life ror the revolution. This represents the climax of the revolutionary ethics of 
those directly engaged in combat in the life-or-death struggle against the enemy on 
the battlefield. These ethics. which are an in3eparable component of the proletar!an 
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revolutionary 'ethics and C'f collectivism, ar;;:: clc~e':Ly a~sccl2.tcd \-:itl1 L1€: qual:itlc;~' and the fine traits of the Qutt:tar.c.il1£ wcr}:c:l'z in evc;:r;,l' field cf :,:"c'~lvit~·. It i.'~ therefore nece.ssar~r, und0r normal circ!Jmst.a~1cN:, to ~tren-~~.Jtt:::lr ct:.ltivat(~ onc't. 
revolutionary C;,ualitH~a a.nd cultl\'atc correct thc'.lg~t:; ami ::'cnti;:lG.nt .tcv:-arc. o~.c:z duties, the party: the people, OOCIf: ccmrade::: and cC;:lradc~-i:1-3.rl:1':, oneself, an':: cnE;ls family. We must train our:.clvcf:o intc "f.itlple, modc~t" c.iligent, thrifty, hcne~t, selfless, upright. ar.d impartial" ('a.c.rcs; resclutely eradicat::- ir.dlvic.ualisrr:; anc. insure that 1n conr.truct1on am! combat and under fa-.rorablc cr difficul t circur::.­stances, a correct attitude 1s com:tar:.tIy rr.ai:ltalned towar-c. the cllcrny, the party, the people~ an:: cur comrades anc. 00mradeE:-in-arrr.s in cC!l'lbat, in work pcrfcrrrancc, and in ot~er activities. 

Ethics alene is not enough. It is al:30 n~cc:;sary to acquire ca~abil:!.ty, On:y cy S( doing can we be:come cadres. \I.'hile stating t;"at ethic: re:~re~,e!:.t.[; the ba:::ic factcr, ""$ alsc a~sert that capabili ty i.: hig:11y 1r:~c,rtant. Capability rcprescntt th£ le'; cf under:; tanding. kn~wiedge. and. experience, anc. the abili ty to prac tice. 'This 
represent::: t:"e level of unders tandinz of r-:a:"xi~ t-L~ninist th~C"!'ict. the abl1 i ty t r 
organize leaderchip and cO~~3nd, and t~c levels of political) nilitary, cultural, profe EE:icnal, anc. tcchnclcgical kncwled:;c. , .. s a party cadre 1'n the arj;;Z~ forces, 
every cadre ·in O;J.r army--d~pcnding en hie IE-7el of knowlecgc and ability' anc! on t:. requirements of each echelcn--mu::;t be thcroughly imbued. With the Marx1tt-Leninist 
viewpcint and theories concerning war am! the am.y; know how tc correctly anc! erE t1vcly apply these theor!ec tc the p:-actical conditions of the armed ftruggle in 
V1etr.arr.; b£ deeply imbued wi th cur party I s I:!.il i tary 1 ine; anc. c.nderc;tand our anc(: ... · tcrs! traditicnG of and experience in fighting t~c aggre.3scrs. and the cxtretlcly ricl:. creath'c experience in ccrnbat and con:;t:r<lctic'!1 acquired by our army and p(;r::r:3". 
un~cr party leadereh1p. In a situat1.on :':1 which ou!' military ::c1ence hae increc..s­ina:ly dev€lcpcd and our army,ls material anc. technical bases have been increas1ngl:' irn;rovec., an'! 1n w:1ich the enemy ha: (;oncoctec! n:.an~~ inzidicus, perfidious schemc;s 
an-:::' trickc. Pc~s€sse(j extensive, n:cdern equipJlE:nt ai1d tcchilOlegical meanE:. and h2'" 
r€culz.r"ly ch ... nC2c. hl~ tricks and irr.provec. hi~ equipw€nt, it is all the more neceE:~,:r:r fer us to strcn'J.ously engage in studies, ~.n explc:'ing new thingc, ar.d in recapitu­
laLine cur eXj:...:rience In order to ccn~tantly 1Ii1prc-vc our !;tandarc.c in all field:: a;·c., thereby. 1n~ure 4n increasingly sat!cfactcry f~lr111ment cf cur du~ies. 

Only i:y f'irr:lly grasping and correctly appl~'ing the ethical and capability·crjteria 
and~ cn t!1.e basis cf these criteria, ::.;electing~ train;tng, anc. ilnpr'oying our cadres, can our army o'lild a firm. strong cadr~ ccrps fully capable: of fulfilling every task. It iE ErrCnecus to separate [ethiCS frG~ capability] I to attach importance only tc capabili ty wl~,ile slighting ethic£, Cl' conver~elYl to stress only ethic::; while paying inadeq'.latc attention to capability or tc separate the ethical and capability critE:ria 
fr~:n t:.e clasE direction. 

To impleJlcnt" the class direction and apply the ethical anc. capability criteria, we rn-:.lst alsc firmly graf:p the cadre polley. which 1s an important part; of the line 
governing the performance of work~related cadres. This represents the provisionG and measures for training and improving cadres and effectjng a distribution of work in conformity with the class direction, the establ~shed ~riteriaJ and the ability 
and Gtrongpo1rtts bf each category of cadres, witH ~ ~i~Q ~ insuring that the cadr:e 
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corps develops steadfastly and that each cadre progresses and fulfills his duties. 
Our cadre policy 1s based on the party's organizational line, on the requirements 
or revolutionary tasks, and on the real situation of our society ;;.nd army. 'n1e main 
content of the cadre policy consists of training and L~prov1ng our cadres, effecting 
a distribution of work and assignments in conformity with their ability. and thereby. 
meeting revolutionary requiTements and creating conditions tor our cadres to con­
stantly progress and to serve the revolution more and more satisfactorily. The cadre 
policy demonstrates the party's stand and viewpoint regarding the common interests of 
the revolutionary undertaking. This policy also demonstrates the sentiment of the 
party, the army, and the organization toward cadres. If only a certain aEpect, a 
certain facet, of the cadre policy is understood, this policy will bt implemented in 
a deviate fashion. 

Thorough understanding of the party1s line governing the perfcrmance of work related 
to cadres i5 demonstrated by a thorough. correct Implem~ntation of all the three 
following contents: the class direction, established criteria, ~nd cadre policy. 
~1e process of thoroughly understanding the party line governing the perfor~ance of 
work related to cadres represents a process of heightening the level of class en­
lightenment .. cul tivating correct ideological awareness. and rectifying in time any 
erroneou~ cognizance of the 11no governing the perfor~ance of work relatee tc cadre~ 
--in awareness, in action, and in the performance of ed~cational and organizational 
taeks. 

Over· the past decades. led and ed'J.cated by the party and Fres1dent Ho. the cadrE 
ccrps in cur army nas made rapid, steadfast progress ane ha~ rozt the armr l £ con­
struction ane cc~bat requirements. This is a result of the correct. creative a~pli­
c~tion .of the partyl:.; line governing the perforoance of caire-related. werk in cur 
ar:ned. forces construction and in co:nbat .:;1tuationc.. Our army ha~ net cnly bull t a 
large, etrcng cadre corps. but also has acquired exte~1ve, valu<:t.l(; cypcriencc in 
the perfcI"'C.3.nce cf work related to cadres. We have gradually and fullJr realizeG the 
problemz of principle and have understcod mCr£ profoundly and becom€ more confident 
:.n the party line governing the performance of work rcla tee! tc cadr'es. 

Wi th the ~artyl e correct, creative line governing the performance of :.Jerk related to 
ca~res~ with the valuable eXJ:erience acq:tir·ed over the };3st decades: ec}:edally the 
r.iC:~1 experie>nce acq~ired during the year:;: at const!'t:ction and of anti-U. S. national 
tQ.lv~tion reSistance, and with a cadre corps which hat b~en tested in the two great 
re\·clutionary wars of cur people and w!1.ich possesses very abundant, steady replenish­
ment scurces, w~ definitely possess a firm b25is for building a cadrE corps which is 
ai:so:i.utely loyal to the party and the peeple, w.bich is ethics .. imbued anC: capb.ble J 

and which outstandingly tulfills every task entrusted to it by the. party and the 
state. 
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Third Installment 

Hanoi NHAN DAN 26 Dec 69 S 

{Text] 5--To atild and Steadily Consolidate tbe Political Task OrganizBtion 2nd 

System in Order To Carry Out the Party Leadership. 

The revolution led by the working class party is tCla greatest, the most thOI(h~~, 
and the deepest revolution in the history of ~,,)cie-:y. Because the proletar~~AI 
revolution basically differs from all preceding revolutions, it is designed ~tJt 

to replace a form and system of exploitation with another, but it is aimea at 
establishing the working class dictatorship, at completely reforming the old society, 
and at building a completely new socialist system without class, with no mo~e 

exploitation and oppression--the most advanced and superior society in history. 

In order to score success~s in revolutionary struggle, ~t is primarily necessary 
to have the genuine party of the working class which firmly grasps the 5cler.tjfic 
theory of Marxism-Leninism, Which possesses correct and creative revolutioT!.3r:r :ir.cs. 
and which is closely related to the masses in order to be the vanguard force of 
the class and the staff of the revolution. Moreover. it is also necessary tc have 
the masses' great and powerful revolutionary forces possessing a high sense of 
political enlightenment, a close organization, and a firm revolutionary spirit 
and serving as forces to implement the party's revolutionary lines and tasks. 
Because the masses are the founders of history, the revolutionary undertaking is 
that of the masses, and Without a massive participation by the masses, revolution 
cannot be crowned With success. 

For this reason, in revolutionary leadership, the responsibility of the party of 
the working class conSists not only in setting forth correct rev6lutionary line 
and tasks·, but also in carrying out the revolutionary mobilization task and leading 
and organizing the successful imPlementa!ion of revolutionary line and tasks. These 
are the two basic links of the revolutionary leadership task. If the party cannot 
set forth a correct line, it cannot lead the revolution. ~reover, if it does not 
carry out the revolutionary mobilization task in leadership, it cannot develop the 
masses I strength and transform the revolutionary line and tasks into real victory. 

Revolution is a comprehensive struggle in all spheres and on all fronts with the 
participation of many revolutionary mass organizations and forces. For this reason, 
the party 1 s leadership task must embrace all domains and fronts and must be carried 
out in all revolutionary forces of the masses. Wherever the revolutionary struggle 
and the masses I activities are prevalent, there the party must carry out its leader­
ship and revolutionary mobilization task to concentrate the masses' great strength 
to defeat the enemy and realize the revolutionary objectives. 

Our country 1 s revolution led by the party of the Vietnamese working class is a 
people1s democratic national revolution moving toward the socialist revolution to 
liberate the nation and class and to build a socialist and communist regime it is 
the greatest, deepest. and most complete revolution in our country's history. 

To successfully lead this revolution. our party has not only set forth a correct 
revolutionary line and determined a very creative revolutionary method, but has 
also grasped the revo:_1:+.ionary mobilization task and carried out steadfast, Com­
prehensive leadership i:l all struggle spheres and among the masses' forces. As 
a result, it has succeeded in developing the great strength of revolutionary forces 
and of the entire nation and realizing its revolutionary line, tasks, and objectives. 
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Our armed forces are an armed revolutionary mass organization set up and led by 
the party and employed as a violent tool for realizing the party1s revolutionary 
line and tasks. OUr party considers the organization o~ and close leadership over 
the armed forces as its political responsibility and hi3toric task. 

To carry out this leading task, our party has not only laId down a political line 
and a military line to lead the overall building and combat tasks of our army. but 
also has conducted a deep revolutionary mobilization movement in the army and carried 
out its comprehensive leadership over the army. Our party has built an organizational 
system and a leading system from top to bottom to exert leadership over the army. 
It has also built a system and organized a network of political task 1n the army. 

In building an organizatton and a system of political tasks in the army. our party 
has aimed at carrying o,ut the revolut:{0::''':':-Y mobilization task, exerting its leader­
ship over the army. building our army politically, building its revolutionary nature, 
and developing 1 ts fighting power in order to successfully implement the party I s 
revolutionary line and t8.sk~. 

Immediately after foundiT.g our armed forces. our party laid down the principles 
governing the political building of our armed forces, regarding them as the fundamentdl 
principles governing the building of our armed forces. It also built a system of 
political tasks and organized the carrying out of these tasks in the army. 

At the 1st party congress in 1935. a resolution on the crganizati::m of a perrr. "o->.:1t 
worker-peasant self-defense corps was adopted. stipulating that in platoons and 
companies. th" .. '- must b~ tla communist delegate playing the role of commander ••.. ~ 
The revolutionary nature of the :self-defense corps must ·,1 

be preser·."ed •••• The party I S co:nmaJiding power must be strictly implemented in the 
self-defense corps .••. " ("Military Resolution of the P<lrty,1I QUAN DC: NHAN DAN 
Publishing house~ page 21) In the national salvation army units. t.he Vietnam liberation 
army propaganda units. the Ba To guerrilla units. and so forth. there were a system 
of political tasks, political commissars, and cadres entrusted by the party with 
carrying out party tasks and political tasks. 

J)-J.C to the fact that our party has been constantly concerned with consollaating ;';hf.' .. 

political tasks in our army have clear and correct goal~ and trends. They have 
been guided by Marxism-Leninism and the party1s experiences concerning revolutionar~ 
struggle. They have a strong and stable organizational system. have been governed 
by strict principles. and have work methods consistent With the organization of our 
army1s activities. Thus, political tasks have fulfilled their duty of implementing 
party leadership over our army, consolidating our army1s revolutionary nature day 
by day, developing our army's revolutionary traditions day by day. making our army 
absolutely loyal to our party and people. and causing our army to constantly keep 
a firm hold on its struggle obJect:"ves, resolutely achieve the party's revolutionary 
line and goals, and satisfactorily fulfill all tasks. Political task in our army 
have become a source of power, a tradition, a principle governing our army's building. 



O1'je;inat:!.ng from t~e p1'inclple .J!' p2.r~y leader~hip c'nr tht"'. arn;/, frem th~ p3..rLy l s 
rolit1cal and military l~nes, and fi'Q,n t!'-le ChJ.I'dctl!l'i~tics and ~~atl,re of t!l~ r.~'>';­

type army of the proletariat--a revol'ltionary army unde-r our party lea1ershlp--the 
political task 1s 3imed at det~rmini:-jg the goa]. r:1\l·~ie,s. principies of act!l:on, 
organiza t ional f01':1.5, ;v} d work met21Oc.s. 

Since H'E: have had our army and the party leadersh:i.p ovt"::'r it. there haEe been th~ 
organiza'·.ioT"1 .HldactivitiE-s of the political ta5k~ Our army's political task 
ie cl'::'sl!ly associated with the party leadership and (;rGaniz~s its activities u:-:.der 
the party leade-rship. Wherever ti'.ere are party leadership. arm~d fOY'ces 
activities, and ar-my duties, ther!! are the orga:tization and activities of th~ 
political task. 

Our political task has considered the implementation of the party leadership a;10 
the consclidation and :-:tl'etr.e:th(!ning of the party leadership over the army as a 
basic ta~!<:, used the r,arty's pol1tjcal and milltarJ lines to d~termine the t3.s\. 
trends ar.d ccntents; con:1d~red the rUildi!1~ of the revolutionary nature and tr:t! 

type- arny nat.ure and the fulf'illrr.ent of the arr.lyl~ comtat d'lties as a goal; anr; 
considered the leader'shi~ comportment a!1j m~thcd in acc·:lrdance with t\l-! part:rl~' 

mass lines as the baSic comportment and method of the ,clitical task. 

The partyls revolutionary moverr.ent is a process of revolutionary enl::'ghter-::<'.'O'n' .. , 
ralitic3.l education, ideological 1~ader3hip, and orsan1zation and guidance of' tLe 
masses l action in achieving obJectives and fulfillin~ revolut1onary tasks. 
The:-efore, in any: field and in the organization of a:11 force J the revolutio:1ar:. 
mobilizat.1cn task, 3ir:ed at implem~nti!1S party leadership, must rebard Marxi:..-:-.­
Leninifn, the ~orking class' stand, ideology, and natur~, and the party's 
revolutionary line and ta~ks as it.:; tre:-,d and cont<!ntj p3rty organizations a~ 

leading zlaffs~ the buildin.~ of' mer. .nc l1ass organlzaticns as the building cf 
active forces; ar.d the successful fulfillment of revolutionary tasks and tne t:.." .~ 

breach oreaniz3tion and each force as its objective. 

Tho~oughly u>lderstanding the principles, star.dpoir.t, and methc1s of the p1.rtyl;. 
revolutionary mobilization task ano ~pp:ying thel1 in accordance with the 
Characteristics, ob,1ectlv~s, and nature of the revolutionary armed forces, our 
political task as asserted its thr~e fund":':Jental characters--leading character, 
.1.." :character, and mass character. 

Only through keepin,:: a firn hold on the obj~ct ive::; and nature of the political tasv 
C3..'1 ~· .. e rr.ax~ all activities follow the right trend, correctly fulfill our tasks and 
d~t.:i.e$. p.ave correct work methods, and achieve all the obJeotives of the 
pclitical task in all fields of our army!s activities. 

Our al~my is a mass or&anization and a revolutionary force organized and led by our 
party; :',~t ttis an arrr.ed mass organization 4 Thus, it has not only the general 
characteristics of a revolutionary organization and a mass force of the party, 
but al~o the particular characteristics and nature of an armed f'orce. These 
cha.racteristics and nature are reflected by the mission cf our army which is ot.:r 
p'J.rtyls tool for ent'orcing revolutionary violence; by its main task which is to 
struggle to destroy and diSintegrate the enemy's counterrevolutionary violence, 
safeguard our administration, and preserve the revolutionary ~chievements; by 
the direct target of its struggle, which is the armed enemy; by its fighting place 
which is th'e battlefield; (paragraph continues J 



32 

by the characteristics of its activities, which are to struggle urgently, 
can tinuously, fierce ly, and flexibly; and by its organlza t; ;!,,~ 1 ~ trucLtre '.;hich 
c~:" .. sists of associat~ng . .len having deep revolutionary enlightenne::r an(l rl. 1.Jide 

lmo;]ledge of 'lilitary science and techniques \-lith close organization. strict: 
discipline, and ut:,ost concentratlcn and unity and t..flth a large and CQ-1r1ex "'1atcrlal 
basis, thus creating a cOr:\bined strength for combat and the fulfill~_,ent -;f (111. tas;{s. 

These characteristics and this nature have brcught forHard the necessity of making 
o'J.r arny stable and strong co:~prehen5ively--politically. ideologically. and 
organizationally. It is necessary to build both men and the cOr:l:nunity; help our 
arm::' s :::-fficers and soldiers heighten their political enl ighten~1ent level, acquire 
geod revolutionary virtues, and improve their ability and their ~ilitarYJ scientific, 
and technical lcno'.rledge; and help our ari:lY organizations build a base which is 
stable politically, strong ideologically, and tig~t organizationally. heighten th~ir 
ni~i ta!".";, scier:.tific, and technical level, ir:rprove their \1cr;( and c::::r.bat :Lcthods, a:ri 
reinforce their ~aterial and technical bases so that they can cont~nually develop 
their gr2at po:;er and satiSfactorily fulfill all the ar~yls tasks. 

::'::2se charact::!ristics a~d natc;.rc have also required the r;o1itical tJ.s:: to ccrr2ctl:; 
~'..:t~:..,2 a:1 rcl:;:i:.:r:s ;.et',;cc:1 ide81og;1 and organizaticl1, ~et',reer, pcliti:s ':!r.d tecl':liq _ 
::~t :~en r:,en and ',·:eapons, and 't::et',leen the cevelcp:nent of t~e pO,Jer of the rtaterial 
2:-,d techni~al cases in our ar:l:!, 

Tlv:rcfore, the political tas;{ jn cur ar::iY :":lUSt: n~t only ca';iJ:ly vith tho:' p,s.rtj·'~ 

Gen~r~l prinCiple of revolutionary ~otivational tas~:, but ilso arrly it in 
accordance \d t'f1 the arrow r S characteristics and acti vi ty rules. f\ot being thoroughly 
3Hare of th'2 gEneral principle, He H11l easily fall into errors of lir.e anc principle; 
'10',feV0r. not being thoroughly awcre of the characteristics, nature, ond particu:;'"l' 
::,:,,:J.cs c~ ar.::ed struggle and ar~.led-force building. lie H111 ~ove a .... ay fr::l:n the ar.~::·I!5 

~~alities and the armed forces 1 concrete duties and ~ill net have ad2quate and 
:· .... b:ta:1tial procedur'.!s for action. 

-::nseq~entJ.~.t, our ar:nyls political tas;.:: H111 not hano partir.'llar r;,-)j·;t.c~"lts, fcr.'1f, I 

::1,~ti1;)ds. and activities different fror.l tho;t of the party's revolution&ry r.18tivati:::nal 
:as:~ in the Mass organs' political struggle. prad~cticn, a.r:d So forth and :r111 find 
:.t difficult to fulfill the task of implenenting the party's leadership in the 
arned f:)rces. 

Our arny is a revolutionary arm;,,' '.'Jhich has been organized and led by Cllr party, th'2 
',:or!cing class' party, This i~ a class ar'ny. but also a pe~pJe's ar::.::,. Therefore, 
::;::.:r arm:,,'s birth and d2velcp:nent have their"" ']1 histcrical circl..!!Tlstances and conditior 
a:;d characteristic::). Our army '.;as born in t:' n<'1tional salvati-::m struggle mOve:nent 
l~d by .Jur :mo' .. ling party., cadres I and soldiers, ,.;'~<':81Ient ;-:;.€:n in 
clas~es and strata Hho have vol'J.ntarily joined the arJ:!ed forces. 

reGard to reve' uti en a 
Our ar:ny's buildirg 

and ;i:aturation proc3ss ia a continuous process Hhlch, inheriting our nationls ar:71ed 
str~g~12 cxperienc0 and unyielding tradition, aims at realizing the ~eoplers 
r:l8':C'cratlc and national revolution advancing tOHard socialist revolution und';r our 
country1s hlstcric3.l conditioI"!s. 
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Therefore. our army is the ,,'(~!"l{ing class neH type ,-'f army \o;hich makes the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary ~ea~, ~l~2.ng its iCt'"ological foundation, the working class .revolutionar~ enterprise: its' flghtlnF goa] . ;and the" working class 'revolutionary nature. its own. More­over our army has ;:.:-; -:;ha!"'a(~eristic5, tradition, and experience of a Vi0tnamf.'Se people's army and of the Vietnam'35, people. Therefore I the political task must originate fr(~' this characteristic to dearly understand and .a:!)): ~:' the Marxist-Leninist reasoni.r,L,S ~:Ui viewpoint. to be thoroughly aware of QUI" party 1 s pC: itical an':! military 11n~_~. !;,:' ., implement :.ur· party· 5 leadership in the army, and to politically and Ideolo'~rl-~llY build the army in accordance ·.lith the real ['~nditions and circumstances of our c6~if~ry's history. Also. the political task mu:;;,t take this ~haracteristic intu cOI~sic.eration in order ~"o build adequate organizational principles <lnd forms and pol.:tic<;I.-l.::task regulations and methods and to satisfactorily develop the politO_~al-task tradition and experience in our army. 

Along With develtlping armed force's, a rigorous political- task ,system ha'S~ been installed r­in main forch, regional, militia, and self-defense units. in branches, servioes, in national-defen.. organs, schools, factories, and so forth. In units froffi regiment-size u·pward we have assigned political commissars and organs, in battalions and eompanies we have assigned political csdres. and in specialized pranches' organs ....• accord:ng to necessity, we have assigned political ~rgans. commissars, or cadres. 

The political task has the followin~ concrete goals: I--To educate Marxism-Leninism; to build the ideological view and stand and the reasoning method of the work1ng class; to heighten patriotism and communism awareness; to develop the cadres' and soldiers' revolutionary quality and ethics,a.d organizational and discipline consciousness. 

2--To thoroughly understand, the partY'.-!3 line. stand, and polic ies and the armyl s fighting and ~ullding goals; to advance cadres and soldiers under the party's leading banner. 

3--To thoroughly understand the party's military lines and goals. stands toward building the people1s armed forces, the carrying out of the people's war, strategic and tactical ideology. military art, and building and applying Science. techniques, and specialities; to motivate cadres and soldiers to actively study and learn in order to heighten tactical, technieal. and professional levele; to satisfactorily use and manage material a~d technical bases in order to fully increase their power of providing the army with sufficient str~ngth to fulfill any tasks and to defeat any enemies. 

4--To implement the party's stand toward building politically, ideologiaally, and organizationally steadfast party organs 1n order to lead units throughout the army; to build and develop all mass organs' functions and activities; to successfully build a crnnting~at of virtuous and talented cadres able to fulfill any tasks and to be the nUcleus of the armed forces' building and fighting tasks. 

5--To build and strengthen the internal, people-armed force. and international solidarity, so that our army can highly develOp develop its strength in order to whole'heartedly unite with our people and our fraternal country's people's to fight the common enemy, to gain gloriOUS successeS, and to fulfill our national and international tasks. 



6--To carryon the safeguarding task; to smash all the enemy1s sdbotage rnaneuve~s; 
to disintegrate the enemy1s units; to nurture and develop revolutionary forces. 

To achieve great results, the political task in our ar~d forces must associate the 
improvement of knowlddg .. ~ and ideological building with leadership over activities; 
the ideological task with the organizational task; the leadership of party echelons 
and chi bo with the organization of the carrying out of the political task by 
commanders and political organs of various echelons and the mobilization of all 
armymen to carry out the political task; the building of men with the building of 
organizations, and so forth. 

?he political task must keep a firm hold on these tasks··-propaganda and training, 
organization, cadres, protec.tion, Civilian proselyting, 8!1d military proselyting-­
and know-how to carry th~m out flexibly c:lnd creatively~ in accordance with '.; • .;' 
characte::-istics, naturl~. and goals of all the three forces. on all battlef :elds, 
under all combat aId building circumstances of all m~litary services and r.:~·;:I~hes. 

j.n all sciantlfic. tec~nicdlJ and other fields. Only thcln can the pollt:L<:al task 
develop is power to a h~_eh degree, thus !1l::lking positive (;ontrib'.ltlons to i;r.rt·~v.i.ng 

our 8't'nlY'S qualities and dev~loping its combatlv~ty in order to defeat the ene:ny. 

Th·~ ent1!'e political trtS'.<. of our army is aimed at implement!ng party leadership, 
building our armyls i'evolutionary nature. and developing our army1s combativity in 
order to achiev~ the ~art;y I s revolutionary tasks ;Jno obJectives. Thus. building 
the system of political ta~>ks and orgJnizlng them firmly is the fundnmntal and 
p~rmanenl requirement of great significance toward the :lmplementation of party 
leadership. It is a principle, a tradition, an experience. as well as a responsibility 
i.J"~·lich we mast fulfill l;o h~lp our army satisfactorily carry out all its combat and 
building t~sks. 

6--To Rtild a Firm, Strong Party Chapter as a Nucleus of Leadership and Unity in 
the Armed Forces 

Marxist-Leninist theories and the historical experience of the world proletarian 
revolution have clearly shown that in order to achieve victory. the pr~:<::;'::~:'ia:-. 

revolution must be guidp.d by the scientific, revolutionary Marxist-Lenini..;· the::L,~~ .. 
use the revolutionary classes I forces to carry out revolution, and possess a re:-.r.. 
clear-sighted brain trust in order to lead the revolution. The brain trust. that 
is, the firm, strong vanguard party of the leading working class, is the most basic 
condition. because only by possessing such a party can revolutionary theories be 

applied to practical conditions. can lines be formulated, and can forces be built 
in order to lead the struggle to victory. Reviewing the proletariat1s revolutionary 
movement over the past decade or more, the Marxist parties have asserted that the 
building of the proletariat's party into a firm. strong one is a universal rule 
and the most basic condition for the proletariat to fulfill its gloriOUS, historical 
duty. Marx said: "The organization of the proletariat into a political party is 
a sine qua non for insuring that the soci21 revolution achieves victory and its 
ultimate goal, that of annihilating classes." (t.1arx-Engels. "Selected Works," 
Volume 1. Su That publi~hing house, 1962, page c18. 
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~·.1927, President Ho ssid:IT ••• revo!utionary .;;tren'~':,n dtust be c9ncentrated. To 
concentrate revolutionary sL>~ngthJ there must be a revolutionary party.1I He 
sa1d: I1There must ........ ar1 ly· be. a r,evolutionary. party, in order that, domest1.cally. 
we mobilize and orgar~ize the masses anci, externally, we communicate with the 
oppressed peoples and tbe p~oletariats everywhere. Only when the party is fi:-J:": 

can the revolution triumphs. Likewise, only when the helmsman 1s in £11'1:\ control 
can the boat move." (TIThe Revolutionary Path") 

To exert pQi.ty leauership over the armed forr.es. the very basic, very import.811t 
requirement 1s to build a proletarian stand 8nd a proletarian ideological ·:i, ..... ~point 
and to set forth constructioh and combat tasks for t.he army. The army liiUSt also 
possess leadership, command, and mass organizations in order to translate party 
lines and polioi •• into the army1s action, sucoessfully achieve revolutionary 
objectives, and fulfill revolutionary tasks. Of the~~ organizations, the party1s 
leadership organization plays a deoislve role, beoause only_ when th~ leader,ship 
organization exists can. the command .and mass ;organizations have a direction orienting 
their action and have objectives for which they strive to achieve. The realities 
emerging over the p'ast decades have proved that only by having a firm, strong ;:3rty 
chapter possessing a numerous, firm cadre and party member corps and firm party 
branches and party committees from higher to lower eChelons can all our armed forces 
and every army unit constantly adopt correct policies, take correct action, and 
thoroughly understand party lines, guidelines, and policies in construction and 
combat and in the performance of military, political, and logistic tasks. Thereby, 
our army1s personnel and organizations constantly remain firm and strong, firmly 
maintain the working class's stand, possess an outstanding combat comportment and 
work performance and a 'great combat strength, and are capable of defeating every 
enemy and fulfilling every task. 

For this reason, our party regulations clearly stipulate: "The party organization 
in the Vietnamese People's Army is a component of the party organization under the 
Central COl;lUllitteels leadership. II To absolutely obey the party Central Committee, 
to resolutely implement every P&l"ty policy and resolution, and to clo~e~y unite around 
the partr' Se~tra.l..fomm1 ttee .(represent aa~' ~o't' principle'. . They also. represer.t 
our a""~s .poht1fll'~.spoh"'1bll1ty. duty. lnd extremely fine traditions, .. ~. ~ 

The part~ chapter in the army is the nucleus of leadership in the party1s.armed 
forces. Every victory of the army is inseparable from the construction and leadership 
achiev~ments of the party organization in the army. Only when the party organization 
is firm and strong can the army be firm and strong. This is a profound experience 
drawn from the realities emerging from our army's performance of combat and construction 
tasks. 

Over the past decades, under the party Central Committee's leadership, the party 
chapter in our army has matured steadfastly and comprehensively. Trained in the 
practical conditions of the revolutionary struggle and of our army's performance 
of construction and combat tas~s, our par~y mempers and cadres in the army have 
improved their stand, ideology, and leadership capability, satisfactorily developing 
their vanguard role in every field of mass activity. Party branches haye constantly 
admitted into the party the advanced elite from among the masses, thus insuring 
the high quality and increasing the numerical strength of the party member and 
cadre corps. [paragraph continues] 



The party organization has been increasingly and comprehensively consolidated. has become firm politically and ideologically, larg~ ar.d strong organizationally, and outstanding in leadership, and has s~rictly adhered to principles. The party leadership sy5tem has constantly and successfully developed its strength in order to lead the armed forces in fulfilling every task. 

This represents a success of great significance in exerting party leadership over the army. This also represents a success for the armyls party chapter in firmly grasping and correctly applying the party-building principles to the practical ccmbat and construction conditions of our armed forces. 

In building ~nd firmly strengthening the party organization so that it can fulfill its leadershiP tD,sk. the key problem is to constantly strive to firmly maintain and enhance the class and vanguard character of the party. 

To enhance the partyfs class and vanguard character, it is necessary to build and comprehensively and firmly strengthen the pRrty politically, ideologically, and organizationally. It is necessary to constantly improve the party members I 
unders~anding of Marxist-kninist theories. educate them regarding the party1s revolutionary line C:llld pol ieies I and enable them to bUild a werking-class stand and ideology and to overcome nonproletarian tho~ghts. It is also necessary to attach the greatest lmportance to building and the party organizationally, de-,eloplng party member:::). improving and perfecting the party committee and party 
b~anch organizationa, st~ictly implementing the principle of centralized democratic organization. and satisfactorily implementing the party1s activity system, in order to achieve unit~r of thought, organization, and action, develop the party members! intellect and capabilities, and increase the leadership strength at party organizations. 

Enr.ancing the party1s class and vanguard cha.racter represents th~ steering ideology Hhich has.thoroughly permeated the content of the tasks of bullc.:ng the party, man, and the organization. This ideology must be primarily reflecte r • oy :he formation of a large, strong, and outstanding party member corps for party chapter5. 

party members contribute toward formulating party lines, guidelines. a::,:' -;-,2"li:ies. 

They directly implement every party directive and resolution. closely aS$oc1atir­themselves with the masses, and constitute a scurce from Which prospective memb~. are picked for party committees and for the party member corps. They also provdde a basis for building a:nd firmly strengthening part· r organizations. The party , members' ideology, ethiCS. and capabilities represent a basic factor determining the militant strength of party organizations. It is for this reason that in building the party member corps as a highly import~nt task. 

Our party, which represents an organized vanguard corps, is the working class's highest organization. Therefore. our party members must truly represent the working class's ethicS and Skills. 

Though the formation of th~ party member corps must be comprehensive~ qualitatively and quantitatively, quality is always an important problem. The improvement of the party members! ethics and capabilities must be regarded as the main content. The pdrty cannot lead the revolution without an adequate number of party members. Therefore, He have hitherto advocated positively and constantly developing the party nnd enabling it to acquire widespread bases 1n all units and in every field of activity, in conformity with fulfilling every task. [paragraph continues] 



It i5 a requirer:J.ent that pJ.rt,Y meml'ers serve as t::e nuclei of leadershir- \o/hercver tJ:e 
masses exist, and that party leadership orGa~lizations exist Hherever c:Jr:u::.and 
:JrGaniz~ti:>ns exist. Fac~d \lith our arnyl s rapid dcvelopl:1Cnt, especially under 
c:Jr.1bat clrcul':lstances, the quantitative requirement for r;arty r..eI:1be:':>5 has 
substantially increased. P-,lt realities tl1ve shoHn that if the party only ptl~~e~~es 
a numerous, yet qualitatively inferior, l:1embership, it docs not possess real strc:-.c',,:--.. 

The party1s 5trength is leadership, thc class vanguard rule, and the staff of t~e 
revolution. Therefore, in the task of developing the party, regardless of 
circumstances, we oust firoly grasp its class and vanguard character, clas:; l1!rect::.o:" 
political criteria, and the L::ltt:J of "'actively, steadily, and permanently insurir_,~ 
quantity and quality __ atta~~hing mOre importance to quality--and developing al::mc 
with c:Jnsolidating. II 

The party member's quality must reflect ,the Corununist Party niember'_s fundaoental 
criteria. He must be ftble to fulfilll his duties in the organ, the realr.1, and tl:0 
technical branch where he works. 

The lJOre steadfastly tt,e [.ruy is developed and_ the formidable the fighting taSk, 
the norc \.;e need to raise the party menber's quality so that the party meClbe!' 
constantly has cnougr:.·· talent and virtue to fulfill his tasl-;: as a vanguard soldic' 
The party mei:lber must have the worl-ci!lS class stand, viewpoint, and thinkir.g r..2t::-,~S, 

understand J.iarxist-Leninist rea.sonir.g, clearly understand the party pr:)t:!'an and 
byla",.;s, g:.~a5p the party' 5 oilitary .i_de:Jlo;;y and line and its vi0wpoints t::n.;ard 
building <l:1d developing r.tilitary art, build and apply mili tary science and techr.c ~~~­
and have a .deep and broad intimate kno'..'ledge 0[' the specialties and bUSiness 
of t1:e branch w::erc 1".0 serves. It is nceessary t:J be progressive in thinking a.,'; 
ey.enplary in bchavln..:;, to resp:Jnsibl~' and efficiently contribute' to cor.unon leade.'.~;::. 
to satisfact:Jrily fulfill :Jnefs task, and to' successfully educate, convince. an .... 
r..obilize tr.e oasses to unite to successfully carry out the decisi:Jns of party 
connittees of vari::lus levels and carry out ones units tasks. 

To steadfastly build basic :)rcans and party cOr.u:littees of various levels, He r.:.us: 
actively provide pr:)visionar'Y party r.lcnhe-rs \lith favorable conditi::)!"~s f:Jr bccor:ir . ..; 
official party r.le!:1.bcrs and r.elp every party r.1ember to 101:JW h:JW t::) satisfactorll::,' 
carry :Jut t~c :!.eadine ta~J,::, activities am::l:1G the people, and the tas){s of party 
cOr.t.'TIittees at vari::lus levels. A party nember wr.o is a cadre especially r.mst kr.:::ll." 
how t:::l sl:illfully carry Ol1~ t1".e tasks :::If a party c:}mmittee~ T:J build a nl.lpfl'::>I,l_S 
c::mtingent of J:arty r.\cnbers of hier. and appr:)priate quality, it is also necessary 
to successfully build and nurture nass f:)rces in order to have ~ S:)urce fjr 
dcvc1O'p1ng the party. It is necessary to educate the o.aZ;.c$ _t~" clearly understand 
the party' ~ fighting G:Jals and ideals and the party mer.lbe~'·f ~ ~uties SO tr.at they wi1:­
voluntarily and consci::lusly fi8ht under the party's banner, satisfactjrily carry 
out tr.e tasks entru~ted by the party, resp:)nsibly and constructively criticize 
tJ:c party r:lemb~r, support and assist the party r.J.ember to fulfill his tas,ks J con­
tribute ideas to the party's leading task, and actively t'rain them in acc::>rdance 
with advanced examples set by party J':lember:3. 
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By building a sound group of party members of high quality advanced in every aspect, 
having a strength fitting the requirements, tasks and organization of the units, playin 
a leading role in various fields and under all circumstances, havi;-,g the support of 
the masses to carry out the party leadership and to serve as a reserve source of party 
members, will we be able to have a basis for building sound party chapters and to have 
conditions to successfully carry out all tasks. 

The requirements of heightening the class and vanguard character of the party is 
determined not only in the building of man, but also the building of the party organ1za 
ticn. The party chapters. from chi bo to party committees, must be sound, strong, 
and advanced. Only in such condition will our entire party become a well-organized var. 
guard body and the highest organization of the working class. Each party organization 
must fulfill the leadership task within its scope of activities. Only in such: a 
condition will the armyls party committee be able to fulfill its leadership task. Only 
with strong organization we will be able to develop the morale and capabilities of 
each w~n into collective strength, a combined strength. But this strength must be 
reflected by a clear-out distribution of manpower, close cooperation of all organs and 
all ~en, unity and unanimity of views and action. and by self-enlighte~~ent and 
voluntary spirit to fulfill all tasks of the revolution and to carry out common 
Objectives and ideals. Organizational strength also resides in building and improving 
gOOd men. revolutionary men, and reforming backward people. Therefore, along with 
building men, building the party organization 1s also of great importance. 

The requirements of the heightening of the class and character of the party in the 
organizational field require that ereat efforts must be exerted to strengthen and 
improve the leadership of the party organization, and primarily to heighten the leader· 
ship strength of the chi bos." the bas ic party organization in our army. The party's 
~asic organization 1s a meeting place for all party members, the leadership and unity 
~ore in ~he unit, and an education and training center for all party members. The 
;>arty's baSic organization unites the party .... ith the masses. It is a place where 
~he Masses are directly r:1Obilized, organized. and guided to carry out 'all lines and 
oolicies of the party. 8 test1ne ero~n0 for qll policies and leadership'of the various 
echelons. The strensth of the party's combativity and leadership, and the relations 
jctween the party and the masses primarily depend on the baSic organization of the 
~arty. Therefore, the b~ildinb of ~ound baSic organizations of the party and the 
strengthenlnc of the chi bos l leadership capability is a most practical and effective 
~ask to' heighten the class and vanguard character of the party, a problem of great 
importance in the entire task of building and sound army party chapters. 

President Ho taught: 

liTo lead the revolution, the party must be powerful. The party is powerful when the 
party branches are gOOd. It (Pres fdent Ho I s talk a t the neii party I.1Cr.lbers r tra ining 
course organized by the Hanoi Municipal People's Council. r~ay 1966). Therefore. we 
~onstantly consider the building of party branches an important Goal in the task of 
building the party, and we assert that lIonly when party branches are powerful, can 
companies be powerful, and only when party branches are good in leadership. can units 
be successful in building and in combat. II Therefore, we consider this a principle 
for building the army1s basic units and assert that all echelons and party members 
must be responsible for building party branches. 



To heichten the cl<lSS chart1cter, ::-,~ var.[;uarC ch2.racter, it is r.ccetsary to tho:'ou::;hly 
Gra~p the party1s orGDnizational pl~inciple Dnd systcr:a of ~ctivity and .1e~ccr!jhiP .. ,':h~ 
party bylaH had clearly cetcrMi'ncu that the party's orGanlzati~n~l prlnc1ple, ,,8ctl .. 1~Y, 
anll. le<::rlership are ruled- by C·]mocratic centralization. Lenin l.noicated that the. unlfi_ 
cation in the proJlems of principles anC. str8.t':':!cics·constitutes an essenti~l but In­
"'ufficient condition f::>r insurinc th(' party's un1f'ication and task cent1"3l1zation.". 
;0 <lchieve these objectives, it is also necessary to achieve unification in the. 
organizational task. II (Lenin, Selected Works, Volume 1. Part I, page 591) It 15 
uith the aim of achieving this unification in the'organizational task that our 
party considers the principle of deMocratic centralization as its own basic orgar:i­
zational principle. Th1s princjple determines the relationship between individual~~ 
anc: orGaniza tions, between -:ninori ty and rna Jori ty. between low and high eche Ions. an, 
bctueen cot!ponents and an entire apparatus. It succeeds in insuring high unification 
uith regard to will and action, thus making the entire party form a steady bl~c. 
It succeeds in developing the positive and creative character among the maJorlty 
of party members and in ~ully concentrating the intelligence of the party members 
and the masseS on deternining accurate lines and policies and on managing to 
successfully implement them. I1oreover, the satisfactory implementation of the 
principle of democratic centralization is also aimed at insuring widespread 
democracy and strict discipline inside the party, at making the party r~nkS 
steady,- united, and singleminded, and invigorating the party IS leadershlp strengtl!. 

The party chap:..;,!l' in the army 1s a ?arty ::>rganization t'J assume leadership :>ver the'" 
fo!:'ces. The arr.:eU forces, WhICh are closely organized, which ::>bserve a strict dl~'~ .. ,~ 
WhlCh operate lntensively. which c::>nduct a difficult, fierce fight against the El,er:: 

wir: ··:'c~:>rles, must, theref::>re, ever mnr"e satisfactorily observe the principle :,f (1'''''~: 
centl'al_zation 50 as t:> strengthen unl ty and singlemlndedness and to fully devel,);: 
talent ::or-.d lntelilgence :>f the entire party chapter to fulfill the party's leace:':S:l_ 
Lask. 'i';-,or::>ughly understandlng and correctly applying this pr1nc1ple, Our arm:r1s 
chapter has regularly carried ::>ut the party's political and ideological taSks, sa~::.s~'8.C' 
i~pl'2J:-,e~j::ed the systeln of crl'tlclsm and self-crit1cjsm. strengthened discipline and 
.::ont~·"):_ :i.,:slde the party ~"'anks·. heightened the party members I level, and en':::Juragec 
.fiasses to contrIbute vlet/s concernlng the party bUilding task. That 1~ why. so far, Y_' 

party chapter has a.-cnleved un~ty ',)f thought and actl::>ns. turned itsel.t lnto a sol.ic 
achieved soi.idarity and Unlty 01' m1nd at all levels, and c::mtlnually deveJ'Jped ti.e s 

l' its leadershIp ::>ver the army 5':) tr.at the latter cun I'ulflll all ltS tasks. 

To ~!.l)rCe the party's prlnciple of democratic centralization, it is necessary t~ 
sat-'?l'actorily carry out the system ::>n party C,:)Inlnlttees: the chi bo exerts c~:lec~~L 
_e::::_: '~I'5tlip while its head assigns tasks and is resp::>nsiole fO.r:. o,rga,n1zlng the car'I'~':..r.~ 
GHc_ .)-" Vlese tasks. This system is aimed at centralizIng lea'der~hip on the commu,,::-.:, 

:- allz1ng the intelligence ':)f all Its members, making this leadership comprehensive 
J.l:d :::'eallstlc, and develop1ng to a hIgh degree the Inltiative spirit, creatlveness, ar,d 
<-(,rIse of respons1-0il1ty of all its members; and at cl':)sely coordInating varL)Us aspects 
of the party's tasks in the army, thus' Insur1ng a unity of R,1nd and actions. This system 
insures c',)rrect and thorough implementation of the command's orders and instructior.5. 
It enables those with scientific, technical, and professional tasks to have constructive 
vie,ws arid ideas and apply them correctly. [paragraph continues] 

e, 
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This system is fully consistent with our armed forces I urgent work and combat conditions 
and all the scales and forms of their activities. 

While building its organizations, the new-style party of the '.Jarking class must fulfill 
the very important task of strengthening unity and singiemindedness. Because our 
party is a bloc with a COmmon will and uniform actions, any division or dissension 
inside the party weakens it and creates gaps which the enemy utilizes to undermine our 
party and revolution. Unity of mind and actions inside party organizations is a most 
concentrated manifestation of Our partyls internal relations. Thus, President Ho--
the rounder, trainer, and leader of our party--taught us: "Unity 1s our strength. 
Closely united, we are surely able to overCOme all difficulties, develop all advantages, 
and fulfill all tasks entrusted u.s- by the people." (From nHo Chi Minh1s Selected 
toJorks," page 505), Just before leaving us forever, he still advised us: "Unity is 
an extremely precious tradition of our party and people. All comrades, from the 
Central Committee down to the cell, must preserve the union and unity of mind in 
the party as the apple of their eyes ,n (From President HOIS testament). Abiding 
by President HolS teachings, so far we have paid great attention to preserving and 
strengthening the party's internal unity. As a result, our cells, party committees, 
and army cells have constantly fulfilled their duty as nucleus in achieving unity 
in each unit and in the entire army, turning it into a bloc having unity of mind and 
actions and being strong enough to fulfill its tasks, 

The most basic foundation for our party l s_sol1dar1ty.and unity is our party members I 
~evolut1onary awareness of the objectives and ideals of struggle and of the historiC 
7.issiOn of the proletariat. Thus, our party1s SOlidarity is Just a revolutionary 
::::e'lidarity based on the love for the class and on comradeship. Moreover, only by 
eightening our political awareness, improving the party's revolutionary nature, 
~~uiring profound class sentiments. and reSOlutely eradicating individualism can 

t.:e ~reate good bases for strengthening our solidarity and singlemindedness . 

. ::lreover, 'party SOlidarity must be manifested through an organizational unity. In 
'very revolutionary phase, our party has set forth a program and rules as objectives 
!~d struggle tasks as principles for organizing the actions of all the party and member~ 
~or this reason, every party member must implement the party's program and rules to 
.nsure rigorous unity of mind and action. 

O'J.r party has resorted to criticism and self-criticism as a basic method to strengthen 
·-.nd maintain its internal solidarity and unity. President Ho advised us that lithe best 
'/ay to conSOlidate and develop the party's solidarity and unity is to broadly implement 
~ernocracy and to permanently and seriously c·lrry out self-criticism and criticism,lI 

At the same time, party members and party orgal,' 1tjons must voluntarily and seriously 
carry out party principles and systems regarding activities and leadership, strive to 
implement the party's pOlicies and resolutions. and observe organizational discipline 
in order to transform our party into a bloc which has a unity of mind and action, a 
nucleus to unite and lead the masses. and a source of strength with which to fulfill 
.- ~_l tasks. 
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To he1ghten our party's class and vanguard nature, we must Cqn~tantly consolidate and 
strengthen the reJ..a,tions between the partY,and the masses. TQ consolidate and 
strengthen its close relatiups with the masses 15 a political task and a rule of 
eXIstence and development for a party ot the working class, The duty of our party-­
the vang~ard team of our class and, the staff of the revolution--is to c~nstaDtly le~d. 
educate, un~te, and organIze the masses into st~a..lfast. strong revolutionar;i fOT~""t:I 

to achieve the great struggle obJectl-:es of the pl'-::letariat: natio;1al 11b~.1,~t."i.Qn. 

class liberation, and soci;;tlist and communi~t construction. 

To fulfill these requirements and tasks ~ a.ll part-y commi ttees and branche.s ... (1 our 
armed forces have strived to take care oJ..' the education of cadres and (14hters, 
especially youths in every respect 1n order to unceasingly heighten their poli t1cal 
ehlightemner.t, lmowledge, and pot.:er of action. They have worked to e:nab1e the masses_ 
1n the army to reach a high level of political enlightenment and to understand that 
the party 'has 'led the revolution-·-to succe~s and has 0rgani-zed, guided. and educated 
our armed forces to become mature and victorious so· th4t they maintain thelr confidence 
in the party's line, policy, and leadership and unite closely around the party with 
a determination to realize party leadership. This has made the youths in our armed 
forces worthy of being effective arms of the party and continuators of the revolutionary 
work of the party and people. At the same time, the masses can rea11ze that their 
duty is to contribute views on the leadership of the party members. As a result of 
this the level of party organizations. party members, and the masses can be ralsed and 
the relations between the party and masses can become closer. Moreover. to consolidate 
and strengthen the relations between the party and masses, it is necessary to educate 
party members and cadres to acqUire a correct mass view pOlnt and love, assist, and 
learn from the masses in order to make progress and fulfill all t.sks. 

Our army strength is that of a community--the combination of strength 1n various 
fields. It is dutybound to fulfill combat and building tasks. Therefore, the party 
organizations in the army must, together with the masses, form a cemented bloc, 
and must s~cceed in fully developing the masses' talents and inteillgence and in 
leading the masses in sat1sfactorlly fulfllling every task. Our army IS a revolutionary 
organlzation--an armed combat organization possessing a strict diSCIpline and enJoyi~g 
leadership, command. a democratiC system in the polit1cal, military, and economic fields, 
and the managerial and educat10nal principles of a revolutionary army. ThiS is necessary 
and ver~ important. When this system and these principles are constantly implementec 
correctly, there is a good relatIonshIp wlthin the Internal ranks of our army. and the 
party and the masses achieve very close coordination. 

However, failure in possessing adequate political enlightenment and steady mass Viewpoints 
may easily lead toward replacing leadership with command and replacing convincing educatlon 
with ~~ders, thus adversely lnfluencing the relationship between the party and the 
masses. Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to educatlng cadres and party 
members and to helplng them acqulre a high sense of polItical responslblllty and a 
correct viewpoint regarding love for the masses in order to fulfill the party1s 
leadership task. 
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Ste.:!.dUy building the .. i:lrkin.::; cIa:::;:} ;,Jarl;y !s a law disseminated in proletarian :<evo:utb~ 
ClrlU proletarian dictatorship. V::Gorously building and developln3 the arny's party c111.ptc 
1:::; a ta:::;k and principle for ir.lple:nenting the pal'ty's leadership :lver our aI"r.!y. Our 
p:rty's strength Is comprehensive, Our party is powerful 1n terr.1.s of lines, policies, 
and their inple::1entatlon. Ota' party Is powerful p:)lltlcally. Idc:')lo:;ically. ar.d or,3;an­
izationally. When party r.1€nbers are power-fuI, the entire organizatbn of the party 
is potlerful and all party cllapters are steady QUI' Vietnamese \J::lrki:-Ig class and 
p'':'')plc not..[ have our pa:-.,tj' ,::.B the brave, resourceful vanauard force of the class and 
';j:(: '~3.lc;-jted staff ~f t!1e rcvQlutbn. O~r party PQssesses this Great power because QUI' 
I;;,r'';:l is a new-type ;arty Qf the \"'Qrking class--the fore;:t::>st cIa3::' of the era -and 

;) ~';3U~C our ar::ty has j'ofarxis::1 as its ideological base. because QUI' party }-,as correct 
line::; and p::>licies a$ co:nbat ::>bjectlvcs, because Ol,;,r party possesses a bod:,' of 

:-.<"·.'~':"c, stanch members, b~~a'_tse our party p::lssesses steady. f~)l'l';ed-in-stru6Gle, and 
'.ic':"1-cxpcl·lenc2d p2.rty le~dcrship party organizations, and because our party possesses 
;),")':c-r:'ul :7:ass f::>rcEs which <,.r·e closely united around the party. Under the leader­
';:'.~p :-1' the pn:-t:r Cr;ntc;.ll E::ccutive COI':l."1ittee, the armyts party chapters have steadily 
.J _:':"2.:' ;);.d have ~onstd~lT.ly led ou... ... army jr. saii.3fc.ctorily fulfillinG every tas!{ and in 
dcrca~~~~ cve~y enemy, 

'~.:: );' . ..' '!.ivir.;; in the In.)::;t Gloriolls and ,£;rea'Cest era?f our peo::pl2, lithe H:. Chi Minh 
'~:'J. :';':C- ::1.)::;t brl1l1.1n'c c'.'a in the gl:)rious hi:;:'or] :)f our people. Thi.3 is the era 
:.l-~ :;'J:,l..:?(!:-td~~f:cc 3:1d freei,:m :)f the fatherla:'1d, the S:lcialist era in o...:r c:l:.:;-:try, II 

:V1-1F Cr:ntrc:t:;' cor.u:tittee's oration at President EO'S funeral) 

:_~ "":-110 010rious b,Jn:ler of th~ party and bel:)ved President Ho, :)'...11' ar:-:1:1 :l3S be-cone 
;:;, her,)':'c or::q -:.f a heroic pe:)plc. 

'\.~:-' eU',l:; :13S l..:!'tceasina1y achieved resounding :-('8.ts-of~arms ar.d together with all our 
:r;c:;p!c. defeated the Fpench colonialists and Japanese fascists. achieved the glorious 
A:l:::::;:' Revolut..i.on, led the first sacred reSistance to a brlllian:.. victory and is 
':.':':'~<J·..::::lJ def€atin::; the U. S. lr.lperlalist aggressors to:: defend th' n:·:-th, liberate 
"'Lf' s:Juth, and reunify the fatherland and c:Jntrlbute to the defer:.se of peace in 
Ind:Jc:li:".a. Sou~heast As i8., and the world. 

J:..:r ':1':-:1:" has a history of lO!1~ and contlnuo::u3 struggle. It has 
:"(;'::..:1 utlonary flar:1es, h;)s pro,Gressed from a }--:a\re~n::lt to a have, 
!'~rCC3 i:1to a powerful arny having three cate2~ries of troops. 

been f:Jr2;E. :.'"';,r~,~;-., 

fran Initla~ s~al 
With every-stronG 

ar'::'.~' :;.r-3.nches and services, h8.Ving a sound leadershi~ and cO;:!..";land ins system, a body of 
c2dre5, party mef.lbers Jnd c::>lllbatants of ereat virtue, talent, and military s~llls. and 
:-.0.·Jin2 a s::lund rear, our arr.J.Y is capable of defeatinc3 all enenies 

Ot;r Arny, which was b::>rn of and has been fighting for the pe:Jple, is a revolutionary 
;\r::1:] ~·;hjch truly belongs to:: the people. possessing extremely valUable traditions, it is 
u~fla0ginsly loyal to the party, wholeheartedly serves the people, is indissolubly 
uflited internally, is united with the people like fish and water, and wholeheartedly 
caintains internatio::nal solidarity. 

Our arnyls victories represent victories fo::r Marxism-Leninism 
higf'.ly creat ive pol it ical and military lines. 

d for our party's ~Ol'rc0t. 



Our army's victories represent victories for tht" th:)I'o-..;.ghly m-.wt1onarj- spirit 
and the working class t revoluti6h~ry offen"sive spir1-t, which 'have 'b~en c"losefy 
associa ted wi til the cot:rageou~; itH10mi ta bllt':SP . .ir1~: Qur people.' a hero1e. 
st"ah/art people whc ;;ave :leVer been s\i~aui!d~bl:~tt.~.,_thrcugh thouaands of 
years of nat.l6nal deferi~e and' nation-bu11ding:-struggle. ' ' 

Our armyls victories have been closely associa::;;:-i i·:ith the protection and C3.I'f'. 

provided by our enti:-e party and people, with i::hp development of our f'~ne ~~'i(tj~;rE 

system, and with the increasingly great symDathy ar_d support of the 5001a1i:1' 
camp and the world revolutionary movement. 

These are victories for our entire party. people, ~,nd nation, Our pa.:-t:y-f·g Dl1d 
people's victories also represent victories for the socialist camp and for all 
progressive mankind, These victories have lucidly demonstrated the truth that 
in the present world situation, a people whose territory is not large and whose 
population is not numerous, but who are led by a genui_ne. stah/art, and courageous 
Marxist-Leninist party, certainly can defeat any imperialist power in order to 
rega.in independence and freedom and protect their co',-",try and their interes'ts, 
OUr party has organized and led our people1s revolutionary army in carrying. IlUt. 

armed struggle, OUr arr.1Y must therefore be thoroughly imbued with party leade:o:-sh"r, 
in order to constantly prove itself worthy of being the new-type army of the 
proletariat, an invincible army, and a revolutionary army of the new era, that of 
victory for socialism and communism on a worldwide scale, 

The U.S. imperialists, the archimperialists. hoped that by using bombs. shells, 
and bullets they could reverse the rules governing the development of history and 
oppose our people1s aspirations, But they can in no way avoid defeat and doom. 
The undertaking of our party, our people, our army. and our great. boundlessly 
respected and beloved President Ho Chi Minh has been recorded in the glaring, 
golden pages of history of the 20th century, 

Looking back at our armyls glorious history. we appreciate even more deeply the 
immeasurable merits of our party and our respected and beloved PreSident Ho, We 
feel even prouder of our heroic party, our heroic people, and our heroic army. 

The historical route traversed by our army has been full of hardships and dangerous 
obstacles. But is has been shining with armed exploits, The route traversed by 

our army is only one section of the path leading toward our party1s goal, that of 
eradicating classes, eliminating war, and building a beautiful, plentiful, and 
happy society--a socialist and communist society, 

Though obviously defeated, the U.S. imperialists have remained very stubborn and 
perfidious, refusing to renounce their evil aggressive designs vis-a-vis our country 
and scheming to occupy the southern part of our country and tUrn it into a neocolon:y, 
to pr~long the partition of our country. and to undermine peace in Southeast Asia 
and the world. OKr people have won great victories and will certainly win total 
victcry. 

As the assault force of all our people in the anti-U.S, national salvation reSistance, 
our army vows, together with all the people, to completely defeat the U.S. aggressors, 
protect the nort~, :iberate the south, and proceed toward reunifying the country, 


