
i 
" 

j 

': 

A 

"-~ 

NAME. SONG HAO 

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH. 

CURRENT POSITIONS AND DATE OF APPOINTMEN~ • 

• Lieutenant General, PAVN, 1961 
Chairman, General Political Directorate, PAVN, 

Mar 61 
Member, LOP Central Committee, Sep 60 
Deputy Secretary, Central Military Party Committee 
Vice Minister of National Defense 

PREVIOUS POSTS. 

1957 

Sep 59 

Feb 61 

Mar 61 

Feb 71 

-Mar 71-

Apr 71 

TRAVEL. 

Appointed Deputy Chmn., General 
Political Directorate 

Promoted to Major General 

Appointed mbr., Cmte for Cultural 
Relations with Foreign Countries 

~ppointed Vice Min. of Defense 

Mbr., Electoral Board for Fourth 
NA 

Mbr., Vietnam Fatherland Front 
Central Cmte. 

Elected deputy to Fourth NA from 
Thai Binh Provo 

MAJOR SPEECHES AND PUBLICATIONS. 

Dec 6.4 

Dec 66 

Apr-May 67 

'21 Sep 67 

19 Dec 67 

'2, j Oct 68 

24-26 Dec 

18 Jan 72 

69 

"Party Leaaership Over People's 
ArJ?Y', II Hoa T.apJ .'12 ... 

. , ' 
"Promote Deterrnination-to-Win 
Tradi tions," Hoc Tap" t 12. 

• "People's War and People's 
National Defense, II Tu·yen Il't~an; 

'4-5. 

"Strong Regiments are Needed to 
Defeat U.S.," Nhan Dan. 

"Develop the Army to Defeat U.S.," 
Nhan Dan. 

"Tasks of Army Youths," Nhan Dan. 

"Party Leadership is the .Cause of 
the Growth and Victories 9f Our 
Army," Nhan Dan. 

"Constantly Heighten the Army's 
Combat Strength," speech i)) 
Quan Doi Nhan Dan. 
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SONG HAO (cant.) 

Other articles written by Hao appear in issues of 
Quan Doi Nhan Dan, Hoa Tap and Nhan Dan. 

(SEE ATTACHED BIOGRAPHY FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION) 

July 1972 
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OSongHAO 

Chairman, GClleral Political Department, 
People's Army 

Deputy Millister of Defelice 
Member of Lao DOllg Party Celltral Commi/lee 

Licut.·Gcl1. I bo is the Chid Politic~ll Commisl;;lf of the North Vicln~In1CSC 
Army. lIis carl!l!r has been distinguished by a spectacular risc to the pinnacle 
of polilico·military innucllcc. UOlh his origin anti professional backgrounll arc 
unknown, except that in June, I !J54, he W:1S a Illl.:ll1hcr of a delegation to the 
french Ilil;h Command. lie is the epitome of the party iueologist ,Inti has been 
cardully ~roomcd for his responsibilities. 

As Chairm;!.n of the Geileral Pulitical Deparlment (GPO) in the High 
C.olllllland 6flhc Army. he heads an institution of (':/lormous·powcr. Primarily. its 
rolctis to ensure the politic;11 reliability of oniccrs and men nlike nnd slimul'lle 
ranalic~11 devotion to the State nn.d party. The GPO is responsible for indoclrina· 
lion nnd purges in the army in the guise or"self-illlprovclllcnt" ;md "rectification" 
c3lllpnigns. Through its political omcers it also engages in propaganda and 
supervises l1'1or:1Ic nnd discipline. 

Politi':'1I OfliCCfS (coll1miss:lrs) nrc iltl:IChcd to GIIQ :.Inti all subsidiary 
cOIllIll:lnds, tr:lining: centr.:s, comb'll lInits, :lnu operational areas. They must 
he in :t position to gauge the st;1I1danl or prori,iency of military personnel; 
they ar~ r,:spollsihh.: as much ror political tuition ;IS fOf mili(OIry trainin!!. 
M4.1rco ... ·cf. they keep in close tOllch with the S.:crel;II'y of the Communist 
p.lny br.tnch within their fOTlll'llion or unit, supporting him in ;Ill his ;lclivities. 
The GPD operates on lhe principle' th~t "the direction of the army must be 
carried out in strict conformity with the directives of thc Lao Dong Party 
Central Committee". 

Song Ha.o a.tlr:tcted attention by his speeches on'lhe pplitical re-education 
(rcctifica.tion) rno\"cmcnt Within. the :trmy some ycar~' ago, In 1959; he was. 
promoted Major.Geneml and appointed Deputy Chairman of the General 
Political Department. In 1960, he was elected to the Lao Dong P;lrty Central 
Committee. In 1961, he Qecanl.C Ch:tirman of thc GPD and Deputy Minister 
of National Defence. By this time he h:td been promoted Lieutenant-General. 
He was re-appointed a member 'of the National Dcf~~cc Council'in 1964. 

While primarily an a.rmy ma.n, Song Hao has ;llso on occasions made his 
presence felt on the general socia.l sccne. In Novcmber. 1968, he delivered an 
important speech to a congress of "Determined-to-win" Youths, in which he 
berated some youths for their lack of revolutionary zeal, and their fondness for 
Ubourgeois" culture and dress. He accompanied President Ho on several 
occasions in Jale 1968 and early 1969. 

Oct 1969 

IH-I-NY (IO/G9) 
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