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THE Lt CODE: LAw IN TRADmONAL VIETNAM: A COMPARATIVE 

SINO-VIETNAMESE LEGAL STUDY WITH HISTORlCAWURlDICAL ANAL­

YSIS AND ANNOTATIONS. By Nguyen Ngoc Huy and Ta Van Tai, with 

the cooperation of Tran Van Liem for the translation. Athens,Ohlo: 

Ohio University Press, 1987. 3 vola., pp. 293, pp. 360, pp. 363. 

Reviewed b" Jokn Quigley* 

, . 
This work is the first English translation of the code of Viet­

nam's Le Dynasty (1428-1788). This event is significant because the 

Le Code is the only extant authentically Vietnamese code of laws. 

Codes adopted by previous dynasties have not been preserved. The 

code adopted by the only subsequent dynasty (Nguyen dynasty, 

1802-1945), while better known outside Vietnam,' was practically a 

carbon copy of the Chinese code of the period, that of China's Ch'ing 

dynasty. 
The only previous translation of U Code was a 1908 translation 

into French by Deloustal. In addition to the translation itself, the 

authors provide extensive commentary, article by article, that in­

cludes comparison with the Chinese codes that influenced the U 

Code. They also include a brief account of Vietnam's legal history 

and an article-length piece describing differences between the Le 

Code and the Chinese codes. 
The U Dynasty was important for Vietnam as a state. The U 

took territory from the neighboring Khmer and Cham peoples to 

~;,c Y .• rna>n i'~ t"es .. ..JIt.IlA)' b(;(1.4"r\e& 

The Le Code is the only code that revealS Vle.nam·s approach to 

law in the pre.modem period. Because of its authentic domestic 

roots, it exerted an influence even during the Nguyen dynasty, when 

it had offiCially been repealed. The authors make the point that 

while U Dynasty Vietnam was under strong influence from China, 

as ViE'tnam had been since ancient times, nonetheless it developed 

its own approach to substantive law and legal institutions. There is 

- a definite tone of nationalistic pride underlying the authors' fre.­

q~nt r~iteration of the uniqueness of various U Code proyjsi.ons, in 

comparison to Chinese codes.· 
The distinctiveness is revealed in two major areas of the law. 

. The first is procedure. The U Code marks out procedure ~re 

clearly as law J:!isliDct fonn .. substantive law t,Qy1 is true of the Chi­
nese codes. In criminal cases it distinguishes more sharply than the 

Chinese codes between the pre-trial inve~tigation and the tr!Jl, en­

suring that the two are nQ,t conducted by the S8!!1e of(!.cial 

The second is civil law, where the U Code regulates more com­

prehensively than the Chinese codes. While the Chinese codes were 

• Professor of Law. Ohio State University. 
1. Philastre. LA Code AnnamiU: No"",,/le TnJd"ction Compllite (1909. reissued 

1967). 
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The Vietnamese 
Tradition 

of Human Rights 
BvTa Van Tai 

~~~~:at~~th~e~time of the 40th anniver-
'v the Declaration of Human 

observed world-wide as a broad 
and international law basis 

the rightB to the dignity and 
individual in any society, this 

Vietman's human riglttB, 
apinst 20th century intema-

rightB law, provides ample 
on the universality and timelessness 

international human riglttB standards. 

important, limely and et'e7l daring pm of 
... Highly original both in its general am­

and in the specific analytical tasks it performs 
the ml)'. The rorrtparison of medieval Viet-

law axles with twentieth century international 
is a first. [ltl deals with aU kinds of issues that no 
has et'e7l seriously raised before ... It clearly 

the study of premodern East Asian law, as 
makes an enonnous amtribution to Vietnamese 
.. Dr. T ai ... does not take Vietnamese legal 

wlue, but tries to support his findings, 
with the rerorded observations of 

:e,ewitnesses. " 

- Alexander Woodside 
Professor of History 

University of British Columbia 

~ O/Im on daily life among the tm/y 
1triiII~ ... is rarely Ilt!lIi1abIe to 5IUClents 

public ... The ml)' the framework of 
out aspects human life generally 

Ifliliistcrri'ans, . thase of Asia, is very 
the lies in its enc;.do-

Slureerled admirably in the 
'.",'OOCh he has taken, getting across very weII 
. of human and /egalaffairs ... A major 
for the study of Vietnamese historical .. 

-Dr. John Whitmore 
University of Michigan 

"A legal history of human rights in traditional Viet­
nam, enriched with a wide range of relevant political, 
eamornic, social and rultural data... Can even be 
"iewed as preliminary survey of data {and] working 
hypotheses on China, Koren, and Japan, at least when 
similar statutury laws were found in the axles of The 
Tang, Ming, Ch'ing, Yi (Korea) and Tokugawa 
Japan. The books, as a case study using international 
human rights standards as tools for data compilation 
and analysis of a traditional society, has "indicated the 
universality and timelessness of modern international 
human rights standards. This methodology may become 
blueprint for researr:h on the human rights record of 
any country .. . [ltl "-ill appeal to lawyro and legal 
scholars, historians, and social scientists studying Viet­
nam and Asianists in general; and to human rights 
activisits {of] the United Nations and nongovemmental 
organizanOns . .. A proud symbol for the Vietnamese ... 
Objective etJidence of their rich tradition {thot] makes 
the case for their claim to an ancient humane 
civilization. " . 

-Oliver Oldman 
Learned Hand Professor of Law 

Director, East Asian Legal Studies, 
Harvard Law School 

"A trul~ unique study. Cutring across time and 
rulture, it explores in depth hot" one premodern sodet\' 
handled issues relating to the rights and duties of its 
people ... Every student of Asia u ill learn much from 
this pioneer work." 

- Robert Scalapino 
Director, Institute of East Asian Studies 

University of California, Berkeley 

"There was general amsensus about the irnporfLlna 
of this subject and the thoroughness of cooerage." 

-Florence Trefethen, 
Executive Director, Council of 
East Asian Studies Publications 

Harvard University 

T A VAN T AI is Researc h Associate, Ea.t Asian 
Legal Studies, Harvard Law School. A former 
attorney and professor of law and political science in 
Vietnam prior to 1975, he now practices law in 
Massachusetts. To cite some of his publications, he 
coauthored The Laws of Southeast Asia (1986), The 
Le Oxle (1987), Doing Business in Vietnam (1974), and 
authored Resenrch Methods (1972 & 1974), and 
articles in Journal of Asian History, American Journal 
of Camparalive Law, Vietnam Fonan. 

/ 

CONTENTS: Introduction: International 
human rights as a framework for analysis. I. Inte­
grity of the person: life, liberty and security of the 
individual (home, correspondence, honor, security 
against arbitrary arrest and detention, cruel and 
inhuman treatment and punishment, fair trial, 
appeal, exceptions of national security) 2. Equality 
or discrimination: family status, social status, sex, 
racial consideration. 3. Civil and political rights: 
freedom of movement, asylum; freedom of thought, 
religion and expression; freedom of assembly and 
association; access to public offices. 4. Economic, 
social and cultural rights: social security, medical 
care, freedom from hunger, property, family and 
educational rights. 5. Degree of government com­
mitment and enforcing government compliance 
Uudical and other remedies). 
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Dear Proiesor Ta Van Tai, 

SOuUleast Asia Program 
120 Uris Hall 
Cornell University 
IUlaca NY 14857 

30 November, 1987 

Pat PIl-II ... y has handed over Ule Ulree volumes on tlIe L~COde. I had 
been out of Ule country and unable to reply earlier. I cannot thank you 
sufficiently for this magnificent gift. These volumes are certain to become a 
I3ndmark ·in Vliottlamec..e studies, and I, for one, Will benefit. I have already 
noted your shrewd observation on page 14 of Ule first volume that Quat and 
MaJ.lh were able to make changes during ~-Wn's reign! I hope that I Shall 
ha,'e Ule Wit to make use of your scholarship in my study of the Tran period. 

WiUl renewed thanks for Ule gift, 

Yours sincerely, 
t.£'L~~ 

O. W. Wolters 



Nguyen Ngoc Huy and Ta Van Tai. THE LE CODE: Law in Traditional 
Sino-Vietamese Legal Study With Historical-Juridical Analysis 
1988. Vol., 19. No. 1. pp. 166-168. 

Vietnam, A Comparftive 
and Annotations'

l 
March, 

The U Code: Low In Tr..t1t101Ul1 " ....... m. A t:ompwallYe ShIo-V~ Lelal 
Study With HlstorM:.J.Jurldlcal Analysis and Annotations. 3 Volumes. By NGUYEN 
NGOC HUY and T A V AN TAl with the cooperation of TRAN V AN L1EM for the 
translation. Athens and London: Ohio University Press, 1987. Vol. I: Pp. zii; 293; Vol. 
II: Pp. 360; Vol. III: Pp. 363. Tables. Appendices. Sketches, Bibliosraphy, Glossary, 
Index. 

The publication of this work has been eqerly"wj\ited by specialists of Vietnam, and it is 
clear that expectations have not been disappointed. These three volumes not only pro­
vide a readable. translation of the Penal Code of Law of the U dynasty as it took form in 
the fifteenth century, and was developed during the three following centuries. but they 
also contain invalual!le research aids for analysing the relationship of Vietnamese Ilw to 
Chinese law. 

The . .!!.n! volume contains an introduction under three headings: ·a brief legal history' 
of Vietnam", ·preparation and organization of the work", and ·special featur~ of the U 
Code"; the rest ofthe first volume is taken up by the translation itself. The 'fcon~volume 
contains anlll!.talions to the Code; the annotations include compatillmL'll!illtQlb~r Viet· 
uamese and Cbi!1ese law codes, references to episodes recorded in the annals and in other 
Vietnamese warks that throw light upon legal provisions. discussions of secondary litera· 
ture, and expositions of problj;ms in tra'!slating terms and defining legal concepts. The 
t!!i~i! -volume contains ·tabl~ ~!!version" between the U code and the codes of the 

. rang, Ming, arid Ch'ing dynasties of China as well as the Nguyen dynasty of nineteenth· 
century Vietnam; it also contains fQrms for cenain legal acts: parents' testament, prop­
eny distribution among brothers andlor sisters. mortgage sale of riceland or ponds, sale 
of land or ponds,loan contract, covenant of serf emancipation, and boat sale agreement; 
this volume also contains a bibli.Qgraphy, a Slossary, and an index, a/l well-done and usa· 
ble; finally, there is a list of Vietnamese rulers, and also sketches of seventeenth-century 
Vietnamese metropolitan life that were published in the early eighteenth century in Lon-
don with Samuel ~aron 's description of the country. . 

The meticuloll4 comparative analysis clearly documents the distinctively Vietnamese 
character of the Le code. Of the 722 anicles in the code, not more than 200 reveal discer· 
nible influence from the rang code and only 17 from the Ming. In their introduction, the 
authors provide an analysis of the distinctive features of the U code. They draw two gen· 
eral conclusions. 

The first general conclusion is that the L! code adopted "many provisions of public law 
appropriate to a modern nation·state". This assertion is a bit obscure in the absence of 
any clear definition of what comprises a "modern nation·state"; but. judging from the 
mtroduc!ion, it s~ems that the nathors base their observation upon whatappearto be pro­
visions in the U code that prescribe stricter compliance with norms of obedience to 
authority than can be found in Chinese codes and a judicial system exemplifyingorsaniza· 
tional principles and procedural criteria with greater similarity to some modem legal 
theories and practices than can be found in China. 

The idea of relatively strict standards of obedience to authority in premodern Vietnam 
being understood as evidence for the beginning of a "modem nation·state" is, in my esti· 
mation, the weakest pan of the analysis. There are four pans to the authors' argument: 
provisions "fonifying the paramount position of the emperor" by insuring the emperor's 
personal security and establishing preventive measures against treason. sedition. and 
rebellion: "imposing standards for, and restrictions on, the behaviour of officials"; con­
trol of population through the maintenance of village registers and enforcing norms of 
moral behaviour among the village people, as well as provisions defining the legal status 
of and enforcing loyal hehaviour among ethnic minorities and preventing the minglin, of 
foreigners with the Vietnamese people (this point is taken as evidence of "the early 
emergence in Vietnam of the concept of nationality and nation·state and the idea of 
nationalism"); and provisions for "an efficient military apparatus" and enforcing strict 
standards of discipline during military campaigns (this point is taken as exemplifying "the 
tradition of a strong and disciplined military organization" that "has been the hallmark of 
Vietnam since independence from China in 939" and has made Vietnam "the Prussia of 
Southeast Asia"). In all of these areas. Vietnamese law is more detailed and stringent 
than Chine~e law. There mav be other ways to interpret these differences without intro-
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almost entirely penal, the I.e Code provides detailed treatment of 
tp~, property, and family law. The I.e Code provided better protec­
tion to the civil-law rights of women than did the Chinese codes. 

This more detailed treatment of civil law reflects not only a dif­
ference in substantive law but ~ a difference with respect to legal 
institutions. In China, civil litigation was left largely to noneCOurt 
bodies, like elUended famjlles and crafLIullds. In Vietnam, such 
matters were more likely to be taken to court. Thus, courts in Viet­
nam served a function in structuring economic and other civil rela­
tions that the Chinese courts did not serve. It seems likely that this 
greatllr. regulation of civillal[V relations helped the I.e I)yz1asty e.xert 
factual cQntf.ol over Vietnam as its territorial boundaries expanded. 

In China, one consequence of the ConfUCian ethic was an avoid­
ance of formal court processes, an effort to resolve disputes by peer 
groups. This aspect of the Confucian ethic: does not seem to have 
taken hold in Vietnam as much as in China. 

NOJ:l:~tlu>less, as~UJ:1fc:onfucianism are present in the law of 
the I.e Coae. The significance of fUiaUlie.ty is great. StatUl-Wation­
ships within the family are apparent, de~te the stl'C2Dler role for 
women. The closeness of defendant and victim on the basis of the 
Confucian degrees of mouming determines penalties for crimes of 
violence, with those harming persons of higher status in the family 
receiving more serious punishment than those harming persons in 
the family of status lower than theirs. A particular penalty is pro­
vided, for example, in the law of murder for a woman who plots the 
murder of her former husband's grandparents or parents (Art. 416). 

l.i1<E ~"t ""'nine~l' "('<le. the \.~ Ccodeo l'e1'l'll'.ttod.j\ld5~ !T"at lati­
i.i.j.4.~ i~! d~flllln5 ~.rillll..."la1 cvnd",.j...;t. Cnc!,ro VI5;icr. madt: It an ulftllSe 
to do "what ought not to be done" (Art. 642). Another permitted a 
judge to punish one who had done an act not prohibited by the Code 
by characterizing it as analogous to an act prohibited (Art. 41) . 

At the comparable time period in Europe, codification had no.t 
yet taken hold to the extent it had in China and Vietnam. Thus, 
even with certain provisions importing flexibility, the level of codifi­
cation was high. 

_ It is to be regretted that reports of cases decided under the Le 
Code are not extant. Thus, one cannot, as with China's Ch'ing Dy­
nasty code, study its application.- This lack of data makes it difficult 
to know VilWh.er~ exam!i!le, prov;isions impoJ1j.ng fle~bility we.re 
wi!i~IYl.lsed to punish conduct nclt.JdlJltified as criminal ~ the code, 
which could clearly be done without violating Article 41 and 642. 
Under the Ch'ing Code, the comparable provisions were not in fact 
used to punish conduct that the code did not identify as criminal. 
They were used rather to punish conduct defined as criminal else­
where in the code, ~l where the judges thought that it deserved a 
penalty different from that provided. They therefore punished by 

2. Bodde ok Morris, La .. in Imperial Clai"'" Ezempli/icd "" 190 CIa'i"ll D!r 
" ... t]! C ..... (1967). 
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analogy to a different provision. Urmer the Ch:iDg Code these provi­
sions were not frequent!), need to punish conduct not rendered crIm­
inal by a code provision. 3 

l Despite the absence of case reports, the co~~m dr.awn by 
"he authors to the Chinese codes~ illuminating. The authors are 
DDt, to be sure, th.f.fkst to note that the I.e .cooe regulates clyil rela­
tions II\Q18 than the Chinese codes.· ~ut they provide detailed_­
planation of the difference •. ,well as, of course, the code itself, 
which allows a reader to ... the difference firsthand. 

_ The Li Code is a reference .l!!!>rk. It fulfills that purpose well. 
The only respect in which it might have served it better would have 
been the inclusion of a m~re compr~hensive index. The index pro­
vides references cmlY to Code provisions. The authors' introductory 
analysis of the legal history of Vietnam and their article on the I.e 
Code's differences from Chinese codes are not indexed. 

H~ving published English translations of foreign legal codes, 
- this reviewer iSJlturifuily aware, of ~~r~iJ"ed to produce an 

accurate, comprehensible, and consjstent translation. The authors 
are emmently qualified for this task. Nguyen Ngoc Huy was a pro­
fessor of law at Hue and Can Tho universities, while Ta Van Tai was 
a professor of law at Saigon University. Tran Van Liem was a judge 
on the Supreme Court of Vietnam. The three collaborated to pro­
duce the work while research associates in the Harvard Law 
School's East Asian Legal Studies program. 

The U Code will provide grist for the mills of comparatists for 
fTanv VE'!!!"" Tt ~~nt. thpm access to a lellal system about which in­
;or~, .... t:c" is otr.elwi;" dl!fJcul~ to cbtai:1, ks- .ud'hcV" h.we E'er· 
formed a great service. 

3, Quigley. Book Review: OOLa .. i" Imperial Chi ..... 00 83 Ha,.". 1. /Wv, 699. 701· 
703 (1970), 

4, 'See. e,I., Vu Van Mau, I"troducri6" 01 DencIoIJ Vi.tn4mita, RnVI4 doll,,· 
."tuto do dor«ho t'Ompcrado (Barcelona), no. 22·23, at 38, 52-53 (1i!i.4), The author'. 
analysis of the civil law provision. of the I.e Code p"Gll~lo substantially the articl. 
by one of them, Ta Van Tai, that appeared in this journal u ooVietnam', Code of the 
I.e Dynasty (1428-1788),00 30 Am. J Camp. L 523-554 (1982). 

-
Col[ 
bo" 
ing: 
lSy, 
do" 
F ... 
Aca 
joir: 
.\fe) 
Sav 
Sto 
J.A 
iLl 
(L< 

AI 
, (~l 

Co 
GI, 
Re 
Ju 

fo 
1a: 

l~ 
I[ 

E 



JOURNAL OF' SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

~:::!; :'~~:ORE 

History Cepartment • National University of Singapore 
Kent Ridge • Singapore 051 I 

Tala : UNISPO RS33943 

4 May 1989 

Mr Tli van Ta 
Research Associate 
East Asian Lagal Studies Program 
Harvard Law School 
1563 Massachusetts Ave 
Pound Hall 426 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 
USA 

Dear Mr. Tai 

I refer to your letter dated 14 March 1989 and your 'joinder' to 
professor K.W. Taylor's review of your book The La OXIe. The 
edi tior ial board of the Journal of SOutheast Asian Studies has 
decided to publish your 'joinder' in the edited verslon a copy of 
which I have enclosed with this letter. plea.e let me know by the 
end of May whether you agree or not to our decision. 

Thank you. 

yours sincerely, 

. , 
- I \ 
\,'h..L\ J . 
_.I'L'¢~ 

Dr Kwan 5i u Bing 
Review Editor 

try 



" " 

ducing an intrusive and pooriy-defined mOdel of modernity or a superficial and unhistor­
ieal comparison of martial prowess, A historian would probably find a more convincing 

,explanation in the trauma of the Ming occupation which immediately preceded compila­
tion of the U code as well as the geo-strategic imperatives and political contradictions of' 
loverning a relatively small kingdom on the border of the Chinese empire. , 

The organization of the judiciary into separate criminal, civil, and tax (to name the' 
most visible) courts, the separation of functions between prosecutor and judge, and pro­
cedural rules governing arrest, detention, trial. and use of evidence are all cited by the . 
authors as reflecting distinctive Vietnamese legal practice that are comparable with 
"modem judicial systems". This line of analysis is carried further in the second general 

., conclusion, that the U code "brought into life concepts and rules which may be seen as 
functionally equivalent to those of modem Western civil law· . The a'Jthors point out that 
in Vietnam the concept of civil, as opposed to merely criminal, law was more developed 
than in China, in particular to guarantee the protection of private interests. For ell8mple, 
the law of contracts nullified contracts based on coercion, provided for formal registra­
tion of contracts, and specified a statute of limitations; the authors discern features equi­
valent to modem contract law concepts in provisions about guarantors for debt, mortgage 
sales. and rent. Regarding the law of torts, the U code distinguishes between criminal 
and civil liability and applies both kinds of liability to cases of property loss, bodily injury, 
and death; provision was made for both compensatory and punitive damages in the case 
of property loss: compensation applied to death as well as bodily injury; compensation 
was provided for "moral damage" (i.e. to reputation); and reparation was specified for 
enserfing a person. In the area of property law, relatively high attention was given to land 
use and ownership; acquisition by occupation or adverse possession was provided for as 
was 3 system of recording land ri,hts. Inheritance law recognized the freedom of a tes­
tator to dispose of an estate without restraint: in the case of intestate succession. equality 
among male and female heirs was recognized; furthermore, the rights of children to own 
property and set up separate households during their paren'ts 'lifetime was recognized. A 
woman had the right to sue in court. Matrimonial property rights were recognized on the 
basis of equality between husband and wife, This analysis contains (IIany clues about how 
Vietnamese society 'di~ CJ!inese society. ~at significance one might draw 
from the authors' desire to link the U code with "modern';'concepts of law is uaar .. · 

The "brier historical introduction contains a few cliches based on conventional Confu­
cian historiography, in particular the idea that the L9 JlDd TrAn dynasties were centralized 
bureaucratic states and that the Confucian civil service examination system dates from, 
the Lj dynasty. However, the chiehalue ollhis work lies not in the historical interpreta­
tipns and anal~al. co.!!~lusions contained in the introducilon ~uUn the translation itself 

t with all of the accompanymg leseareh tools: the annotations, the tables ot companson, 
the glossary, and the indes. E~ccplions to this are the discussions about dating the U 
code and the references to specific legal practices during the Lj and TrAo dynasties; !!lge 
are useful. 

'

This work is an achievement that will endure. It is an iAdispellUbie reference for any­
one engaged in the study of Vietnamese history and culture. It is also a 'M,pmeAt to Viet­
nam's historic participation, with China. Korea, and Japan, in the larger Confucian cul­

i tural world. 

Hope College K.W. Taylor 

p. 2. 
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IX:47329:3(I'957'~'~fh~r~iie lort~~· in~(jern ;errltorlal siat~ mean 
that,wlthin countries, "feudal anarchy"of jurisdictions yielded to the 
ordered central Ism of the abosolute monarchy,whlch ruled over I pacified 
area with the aid of a bureaucracy, I professional army,and the power to 

;. :: :~'~ • .levy taxeS:~and"wlth the rise of natlonallsm .. ,states[became] 
, ,nation-states,considerlng themselves IS representing specific nationality 

_ ,- :,. 'grouPs~l( at 475 and 418),Thls model,of·~nltlon-stm'fS'not'r' 
- , tpoorly.lcleflned model of modemlty,>rM-revfeweNnust'b"Clnfatnlllar-wlth ' 

the literature of pollticil scleneeend of-hlstory-on-the-l8S\ltot.,,, 
natlon-stlte formation. .. ' 
~the second general conclusion oHhl'"rtl'troduetlon;we lUthors say J 

tha! more than In China, Vle~Jtn lI:',ppern concepts of civil lew, This' 
.sino-Vietnamese comparls~we~ with ttt!.help of tht cllsslflcation 
scheme of private law which Is Inspired fllMQ both the civil lew system of 
Continental Europe and the Anglo-American common law system,ln both of 
which one of us authors was trained and has practtsedtbesides Ole tratmng­
In political science): The Foreword by Llw Professor Oldman points out the 
significance of La legislation and Llw ProfessorJphn QuigleY, reviewed our 
book In Tile M!!!,lc,ar:L.,Ipurn!!U~rCOmpaJ:'ltlv.e L'~VOI 88,198.,saying,tMt: 
~ At the comparab:..le time period in Europe,codification hid not yet taken 
hold to the extent it had in Chinl Ind Vietnam, Thus,the level of 
codiricatlon[ln the L. Code] was high'. We /IaIJi.r,Katj!l"t the linking of L~ 
legislation with modern concepts of clvU(and public) law is metDllingfuj, 
<Af'UlD~ I"-~ ~ SI~ ~ """" 4C... II.t. '1lAl "" 
~.~;~: ' 

"The rule of law In traditional Vietnam and Chlna,as reflected In 
this book,and in Similar traditional practices In Japan and Korea, 
may be relevant for Singapore In Its current search for a national 
ideology,or for other East Asian societies for that matter, A close 
study of the rule of law in traditional East Asia such as this book 
reveals that Its component Is not only Confucianism but really an 
eclectic synthesis of Legalism and Confucianism, That Is why this 
rule of law, supplemented by the ConfUCian commitment to 
individual perfection and communltarlan Interests--whether 
familial or SOCietal, could transcend national cultural lines and 
appeal not only to Chinese but aiso Vietnamese, Koreans and 
Japanese, The Singaporean leaders, In their effort to search for a 
national Ideology to stop Westernization and mercantile 
pragmatism in their country, may find It more judiCious to Identify 
the "core values·of traditional East Asia as not Confucianism only 
but the rule of law coupled with the Confucian commitment to 
individual perfection and community Int~rests, This eclectic 
cluster of values would permit them to escape from the 
contradictions and difficulties In the promotion of only 
Confucianism as national Ideology: The Confucian mandarin 
mentality versus the pursuit of profit and commerce, the 
Confucian-sanctioned particularistic social Inequalities versus 
democratiC values (however, the ConfUCian competitIve 
examination was an egalitarian merit system>, and the 
"Chineseness· of exclusive Confucianism versus the necessIty of 
incorporating the values of the Malay and Indian minorities, The 
~t'~ve tc!tttte Ea<:t Mj:!l'n 'rndltl,," cf t"e..rnle Of lllw eclrl~.!I wit'" 
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Ob'i!rvatlons on Dr. KW.Taylor's (Hope College) book review 
!:9DE:LAWI~ TRA.DITIOJ:'l~ Y1E!N.et1"'· I :...: ',' _. 'Y'" 
)i6Athens and London :OhIo Ucllv,rslty Press,1987. ,:~ If"~"'/'" 
rThe reviewer considers thls1-volume study to be·an achievement that 
will endure· ,"an Indlspensabie reference for anyone engaged In the study 
of Vietnamese history and culture·,~ haYlng'a readable translatlon~ and 
·Invaluable research aids· for analyZing the relationship of Vietnamese to 
Chinese law, ,.\.:: .. ~ 

However,Professor Taylor has some reservation 9'fthe two general 
concluslons:(t) The Code adopted "many provisions of public law 
appropriate to a modem state~ and (2) The Code brought " Into life concepts 
and rules which may be seen as functionally eQUivalent to those of modem 
;Westem civil law', 0& the flrst,the reviewer sald,tlt uems<slcl that the 
authors base their o~ervatlon upon what IgWr(SIC) to be provisions In 

" the L~Code that prescribe stricter compliance with norms of obedience to 
authority than can be found In Chinese codes' and then said: "the Idea of· 
relatively strict standards of obedience to authority being understood as 
evidence for the beginning of a<'modem natlon-statel'ls the weakest part 
of the analysis'. Oe;the second, the reviewer salcl.'thls analysis contains 
many clues about hbw Vietnamese society differed from Chinese society. 
What significance one might draw from the authors' desire to link the ~ 

, Code with ·mod,ryi· concepts of law Is unclear.', '. 
tI.L ("-' It Is dl~le' that "the revlewer,an historian with ~; 19~6 P D. (&..;.... ,: 

dissertation and's'pecla'ty on traditional Vletnam,does n~t ra' ,.,IS views L.,~ "r'. "J..... 
beyondr.~.hat background of hiS to appreCiate the great effor s to sy'ntheslze 
the Qu~Ssentlal features of the L@ legal system from the viewpoints of 
not only history but also political science and law. 

On the L~ public law provisions that were typical of a modem 
nation-state, our Introduction mentions the five areas of law that worked 

~' towar~'the consolidatlor. of the national power 1$ contrtlsted:to~looselY l ~(,.~ 
, organized power cent~~ In feudal states or emplres,but we never HY':"~''''I-; 
~~ robedience to'authorlty as evldence ... of a modem nation statettour 
views have been distorted by the reviewer). Actually the second and third 
areas of public law(restrlctlons on the behaVI~r of offICials and modem ;" 
Judicial system) show that the rulersCexcept tne emperor) were bound by 
many rules that limited their powers--In other wOrds,respect for the rule 
of law rather than obedience to authorIty was the overridIng theme. The 
reviewer should have Immersed himself mOre In the discussion among 
historians of the formation of the modem nation-state In Europe (as 
mentioned In passing by Professor Oliver Oldman In his ForewOrd to this 
book) or the debate among political scIentists on nation-states as 
differe~ from empires ,such as Rupert Emerson In his book From Empire to 
Nat!on~the Quotations we reproduce on page S7(Vol.I) from John Herz's -': 
artlcle,'The Rise and Demise of the Territorial State·()Yorid Politics 
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a degree of Confucianization of the l2Iw (m2lny Confuci2ln ethic2l1 
principles were embodied in law codes) is the common 
denomin2ltor for all East Asian peoples, m2ly be comparable to the 
Vlestern tradition of rule of l2Iw 2Ind c2ln constitute the core v2Ilues 
of a long-lasting national ideology for Singaporeans, whether of 
Chinese,Malay or Indian origin: 

c-' . 
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