
-----------------:-,-. r 
\ ' , .• C'" '-.., \ ,~-

L\LE OF KIEV (Truyen Kieu) (Also known IlS Kim Van Kieu). Classic 
poem written by Vietnamese author !\guycn Du (1765-1820) in the 
e:lrly nineteenth century. Generally considered to be the greatest 
literary work written in the Victnurnese Llnguage. the Tille of Rieu 
is bHscd on II Chinese love stOty llnd l"c!lItcs the story of !.I beautiful 
lind intel!i~cllt young woman I",ho sells hel'sclf 88 8 concubine while remuining- true to her rcal lover. Underlying the narrative 
plot is II powerful criticism of tile r,:-rcL'u, hypocrisy. and vicious­ness of eOl\!emporary Confuciun sot!icty in Vietnam. The dramatic 
plot. as \Veil /lS the beauty and the ,!.;liC'ICY of the language, 
have made III is 3, 254-line poem 01(' f;n'Mite literary work of millions of Vietnamese. 

1n the 19:20s. the Tale of Kieu b('c;tme the centerpiece of a literury COlltroversy between supporlc/'!:i lind opponents of French 
rule in L'olonjtJJ Vietnam. (See Ljtel';Jlu/'e; }.'go Due Xei Nguyen nu; Phctffi QlIynh) 


