TALE OF KIEU (Truyen Kieu) (Also krnown as Kim Van Kieu). Clasgife

Pocm written by Vietnamesge suthor Npuyen Du (1765-1820) in the
early nincteonth century, Genemlly considered to be the greatest
literary work written jn the Victnamese language, the Tale of Kiey
Is based on 4 Chinese love story and relates the story of 5 beautifyl
and intelligent young woman tvho sells herself ag 8 concubine
while remaining true tg her reat lover, Underlying the narrative
plot is a nowerful eriticism of the rreed, hypocrisy. and viecious-
Ness of contemporary Confucian sociely in Vietnam, The dramatie
Plot, as well ay the beauty ang the “elichey of the language,
hitve made (hig 3,254-line Poem the favorjte literary work of
millions of Vietnamege,

In the 19205, the Tale or Kieu bocame the centerpiece of g
literary controversy between supporters gnd °Pponents of French
rule in colonjag Vietnam. (See Literatyuye; Ngo Due Ke; Nguyen
Du; Pham Guynh)



