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Perserverence and pr i d e have
always been the key factors to
man's success in life. These attri-
butes have inspired many impressive
mottos, which have in turn inspired
other men to carry on the banner
with even greater veracity.

This fact has rarely been more
accutely exemplified than it has in
the conception, activation and act-
ual operation of the 268th Combat
Aviation Battalion. Even though
fresh off the DA drawing boards and

of exjgengy andl unity. The rule for
the day was -~ DO IT NOW.

During the unit's three month
activation period at Fort Hood,Texas
under the command of LTC Frederick D
Whiting IITI, this phrase became much
more than a simple motto, it was the
credo for the men who had the job of
creating a fully combat ready unit

in an appalling short amount of time.

Due to the critical time factor and
their limited resources, the men of
the 268th CAB had to do muchmo r e
than merely coin a slogan, they had
to virtually live it. '

n2May 196 7 the rapidly but
skillfully formed Battalion arrived
in Vietnam with a misconcieved anti-
cipation of a more routine schedule.
But it didn't take long for them to
discover that their crash progra.m
had only just begun. Consequently
their motto} Do it Now" took on a
more permanent aspect and was given
a formal title more befitting its
hard earned reputation, !Statim Nos
Agimus® (literally translated - We
do it inmediately)

Today, nine months after her con-

ception, . with over six months of RVN

service under her belt the 268th has
pr oven her faithfulness to her
chosen motto, LTC Harry W Towasend,

the officer and men of the 26 8t h
Combat Aviation PBattalion proudly

continug the 1Do ‘it Now! spirit with

the swift and effective force of a
Blaeck Lightning /Bolt.
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still :Ln »the ) experiment.al stage ,the 7

ed "hooches",

was chara@terlzedby a etrongsense |

BLUE STAR BULLETINGS

Greetings from the slightly soak-
ed and waterlogged home of the A8th
Assault Helicopter Company. W e
were unable to contribute to last
weeks "Black Lightning Strikes" be-
cause we all were busy digging out
from under the shambles left by Ty~
phoon Frieta,

0ld Frieta came roaring ashore
at Ninh Hoa with ninety mile-per-
hour winds and fifteen inches of
rain in four howrs. Unfortunely
the winds were more than a match
fa our wooden frame and tent roof-

When the storm fin-

to sea, eighty percent of our
"hooches" lay flatteped and all our
personal belongings were scattered -
far and wide, But, intrue Blue
Star style, all hands pitched in
and within a few days had the area
livable again.

Recently, the Blue Sta.rs air as-
saulted troops from the ROK White
Horse Infantry Division into an
area just five miles west of T uy
Hoa. The troops quickly surrounded
their objective, a V. C. held vil-
lage from which the friendly Viet—
namese had fled, As the R(Ks clos~
ed on the village they were met by
a hail of motar, recoilless rifles
and hravy automatic weapons fire,
The troops dug in and called for
the "Joker" gunships to break the
stalemate,

The "Joker" fireteam, lead b y
WO Gary Stryker started their at-
tack in the esrly afternoon and at
dawn the next morning were still go-
ing at it, having flown all through
the night stopping only to refuel
and rearm.

Shortly after dawn the R(Ks again
assaulted the village, but instead
of heavy automatic weapons fire,
they were met by twelve quite
shaken VC all of whom were very wil-
ling to give themselves up after
the fierce "Joker" attack, -«3 he
Koreans also found a dozed ¢ AW
served weapons and over gixty p
sonal weapons. The "Jokers" were
credited with 55 VC KIAS -~ all withg,
out a single Korean loss. K GMQ

who needs the lessons now? (48th AHC 10)






