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BITING AND STRIKING 

Three members of the 129th us­
ault Hel1copt,er Company wel'e hon­
ored. this week in award ceretDOnies 
at T1gv Division Headquarters. I WO 
Mellpn, 'SPS---Atld.n, and SPS Caulder 
received. the Order of Merit Medal. 
and. a citation tram the President 
ot the Republic of South Korea for 
their activities in operations in 
support ot the Korean Tiger Divis­
ion. The awa,rds were presented by' 
Major General Chung, CG, Tiger ROK 
D1v1aion. Attending the ceremonies , 
'Were Lt. General Bruce Palmer, De­
JIIlty Cmmnander USARV', Major General 
Rttbvt w:llUa., 1st AviatA.U1 Bri­
ead.e Commander. and Colonel Bill G. 
fcd.th, 17th Combat Aviation Group 
C-.nder. 

The Cobat,'a had one of their in­
fe.moue parties last week and in ... 
v1ted. aU the boys from A'¥ionics. 
Avionics' panamal have been help­
ina the Cobra's humping anmo and. 
:rockets, when the shipe come in to 
re&Jm and have to return to station 
ASAP. Evel'JWrle seemed to have a 
SOod. time, but SP, Montgomery's 
apir.1.ta were dampened a 11 ttle. 

. Oa.pta.in Waaner and. his boys at 
the 394hh, Ka1nteDance Detachment 
baTe found out this week how mch 
1'l.T>1ns the l.29th actual.ly does. 
About halt of our sJdje are in FE 
at one-time. The 394th won't be 
idle tor the next month, SerY1ce 
P'.l.a.t.oon 'lldU be jl.Ull(Xlng~_ 

Ma.ny ehangos bave taken p.1,ao:>c in 
-ar adminietrat. i»TI l"""'rt.e.ining "-_ 
extra duties. Now ComnrJ.f' .. 1 ...... ~ 
Ofti~ IU"O 1;ald tl6' ~ the extra 
duties. and the Warrants are t.a.king 
second seat. Things just won't be 
as 8lOOOth and atticient as before. 
When . are Conmanders ever going to 
l..P..am that this "New Action II A.rm:s' 
is. run by Warrants and NCOs? 

J(y thanks to BP, Friedig, who 
types t.his article fer me each week. 
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IA"l1D TO TIB EDITOR 

Da1- Battalion PIO 
I read Blaek Lightning strlkee 

rel1&1aus~ fN8ry Monday and I el\P1 
it ve17" lIIloh. I like read1ng the 
rambling baral1tj"e81 a bout. all the 
Compud.,s in the 26Sth CAB and the 
occass1onal digs at members of the 
Bl.ttlllion. 

IiofeTer, I have a gripe' about one 
column. It seems the BtS, being a 
battalim newspaper that more real 
nm. could be written in the me 
coltUlil. Not juet regular type laB 
items about functions of men in 
lift. What I want to hear about are 
the s1niste~ intrigues and the cam­

plicated pl6tt1ngB of these who 
live and work in thtt lfIIey Pentagon 
in the sub area. of the Atlantic 
City of the South China Sea. 

Sincerely, 
Wl'E1 DUD 0' NO MINUS 

Well! 
Thank you for ,-our ~tter, PVT 

0' Neta1nus, however I> a candid refIXI'IIB 
'to your q\lEIry would put this office 
in a wry delicate situation., .. But 
the letter does pose an inte~.t1n8 
queet1.on. What doe~ go" on up there? 

In the B-1 office we found CPr 
Youns~ the adjutant, qUicklTb,r1et­
inS h1s new .a.8eietant" LT Whi:t_ .. c(ll. 

such things as; where the starter 
is and how the lightS: ~ tumed on 
in a t ton vehicle, and expl.1c1t 
directinn 'h9 "The Cage" •••• 

The 5-2; Cpt Flagle and MSG Thomas 
__ in. deep r.Q1;lEtt11t..e.t.i.-O!D. over, un­
rieX'. around and throush a map c£ 
'l'uy Hoa and A. fi f'ty mi 1~ radius, 
1~1 ratio. 

The moat fftr:tldnp; t.hing encoun­
tered in the 5-3 shop was a picture 
of a man with a problem, captioned 

with the legend: "Everybo<iyfs got 
Problems. . Is this . your&?" MAJ 
Emery was ;yelling rap1dq into a 
field phone. Cpt Stofer was smi.l.ing. 
as usual and CPr Hc8r'1ee' was SCOWl­

ling--as uaual. We were told that 
CPT Hunter 'Was "Ghosting" sauepl.aee 
up north. 

In the 8-4 shop MAJ Ihrke was: 
flipping a coin to. decide whether 
to hire qisown Hooch HLid or not. 
LT Lentz and SSG Edwards were hatch-

. ing a plot to set a DO' record of 
loading and unloading the &IIlDom:t. 
ions in a single CQNEJt container 
seven times in one da7 II 
***This is the first in a series of 
seventy-t,wo articles aimed at un­
earthing what goes on in the Pent­
agon. 
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. The general opinion amng the 
enlisted men is tha t heir new club 
ie on the way to being number one. 
Future projections ~re for a ceil­
ing and a new bar in the exLsting 
b111ding, and an annex for NCO·s. 

Our source a.t the officer's club 
ha.d tb1s to sq: n It isn't too 
J!I1ch nmI, but it's our'S.ll Gentle­
men, the EM Will soon have a lead 
on you if construction continues at 
its present rate. The one inspiring 
note that we did receive trom the 
Officer's Club was that they changed. 
192 to 134 by' o~ 7 moves in the 
bar's tile top. 

The laugh of the week comes f'l!enl 
the Ounnies,wbo armed with unloaded 
brooms, got their tirst KIA on the 
15th.Would anyone believe a mous.?? 
I I VJl 'but one thing to sa,., remember 
De.vid and GciUa.th! 

Everybody, 'but everybody extends 
sympatbt to WO Marshall for the new 
......, that he's been dropped into. 
Ser1ouel1', we are all well pleased 
with the decor, plans for improve­
ment, and the caliber of food pr<>­
duced by' SSG Walker and his nSpoon 
Platoon" under the auspices of the 
new' Mess Officer-WO Marshall. 

TheDevi1.s. have jumped the gun 
on tlY: Demons by f:1rd.ahiIll! conf'\t/---~. 
tion on "Satan.' s StarHt.e Theli.t~." 
We'll have walk-J.n muv1.o."l l."eS'llar~ 

now. 
Many of the enlistE"Ai men have 

bOIIIIne~-la.tel,y t.bat if the OCf'lc:ers 
don't want all of the water p~pe 
(which is laying idlq by the B)Q's 
on top of the ground) the EM will 
be more that happy to install the 
running water in their cp~er8. 
This would be quite a conven~ence 
for shaving in the morning. 

SP5 Tom Prout and FPC Les Dem­
orest have collected tl~ir case of 
beer from LT Gause and WO Saywer, 
but they don't want to coUect the 
same wa.y:.-again. '.that stinger was 
blried deep! With 57 hourSl on a new 
engine,316 quit at 25 feet altitude 
just one cp.arter of a mile from Nha 
Trang. NeeEl we say that· it lAnded 
hard? Specialist Prout was sincere­
ly glad that nobody was dozing, and 
PFC Dem:>rest. is still ];8.le. Heck 
fellas, it only lost cross tubes, 
skids, and chin bubbles. ,I think 
that mch credit should be given to 
the men 'tup front" for putting this 
aircraft down with so little damage. 

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER 
CHAPlAIN OONALD B. DOGGETT 
++++++++++++++ 

James Allen has written a most 
thought ~ldng 'beek entitled: 
nAS A MAN THINKETH." In this book 
he dwells on the fact that plrlty 
of mine! leads inevitably to pu1.ty 
of life. 

He compares amant s mind 
to a garden. This garden my be 
intelligantly cultivated OP allowed 

, to run wUd; but whether cultivated 
or neglected, it mat, and w.ill 
bring forth. If no ueetul seeds are 
~t into it, tHen an abu'ldance of 
useless weed seeda will tall there­
in and will continue to produce 
then- kind. 

It is thFetore most .important 
that we place our sense of values 
on the higher things of life. For 
after all,our thoughts today become 
our deeds tomorrow. Let us then 
follow the words of our lDrd when 
He said, "Set your affection, (yOll" 
love, your th«l8htS) on things 
abou'e t" This doesn't mean that we 
go arOWld in a "heavenly daze" all 
the time. certainly not! But it 
does meal'1 that ... :an' S thoughts and 
a nan' s character can only mniff!st 
and discover itself throu8n enviDon­
ment and circumstances , the outer 
conditions of a persons I lite will 
s.11oW¥ab9 £("Am<i to be ~~);J.0i00C"¥ 
related to h:ln .1nn.o:<1' o\rR.te, his 
th(~lghts. ~ 

Guard :,yout "'rh'<~lgbts carel'llll.y; ( 
THJi;Y J\ HE YOU! 

(Chaplain Doggett) 

From the Depths of Hell" Continued: 
, 

618th welcomes SSG Boniford who 
will be working with the maintenance 
(:rews; and the Fighting 832d welcomes 
SP5 Esparza and PFC Yaung to the Av­
ionics shop. 

On t he evening of the .15th, the 
Officer! of Gun Platoon ~enged 
the Officers of both slick and bead­
~ers pla toone to a game of "com­
bat rule"volleyba.ll. Even consider­
ing that WO Labier supported (??) 
the guns, the,y severly trounced· all 
comers two out of three games. Not 
even MAJ Thorpe could pull the"S&H" 
team out of the hole. ,Could it be 

• that Gunnies are just born fighters? 

SP5 Pick - 134th Aslt Hel Co 
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BLUE STAR BtJLLErIN 

With the f!,QQd of recent replace­
.ment8 into the 48th also came ttte 
new Blue star 6, Major Jerry L. 
Fleming. Fresh out of Cobra transi­
tion, he came to the 17th Group and 
'Was promptly assigned to the l,8th. 
The new XO is Major Henry A. )))uglas 
Under the new leadership many new 
plans are under way. A new Df club 
and a new "011 club are in the active 
planning stage in attempts to im- • 
prove the living conditions of the 
Tent City before the new area is 
built. I 

Among the flood of mew guys are 
2LT Larry Van Nortwi_~l SSG Sco­
vil e, PFC Jerry R. Wh1 tehMd " 

The 390th has more help in the 
persons of PFC Nelson Young, SP4 f 
John L. Gladden, FPC James W Black­
ie, PFC WUlard G. Barrow, PFC Louis 
R. Shr1nnger, SP4 Bynurer, SP; Rubin 
F. Rogers and SP4 Stanley C, Smith. 

Enjoying their well-deserved R&R 
are WO J'>8eph Bremseth, WO T. R. 
Runnels going to Kuala Lumpur and 
PV'r. Robert Newll going to Austra­
lia. 

Two new chiefs around Blue Star 
are CW2 Brad Baum. and CW2 John Tay­
lor. New SP4s are Dave W. Berry, 
h.ul J. Hampton, Jose A. Lira :;':..;j.'\,l .1 ... ~".,_ ...... 1 :\._ -d T)a ..-1.,J'I,. 

Some t.b:ln '-s hh, ... ,..tlll! in th~ :u,·· 
of awarda f'romthe r...oT·f"af:\~ .,: ... r WOs 
Rice, Smith and Welser all of the 
Second night plAtoon. Deta1 Is a.re 
rare at the time of printing. 

An old bit or sports news that. 
got lost during the recent excit~ 
ment with Victor Charlie was the 
2nd platoon8 smashing victory over 
the 1st in the "H" Model Champion­
ship Basket Ball Game. The games 
foul' quarters were divided between 
the officers and enlisted men with 
the officers taking the ',first 

QUESTION OF TEE WEEK 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

" .. " • • • <II • • • 

Where i8 Frudo? (Frudo?1) 

While we're at it; Can 8DJttne:ident-
1f)" the ''Hippie'' who roams the peri­
meter at night asking inane quest­
ions? 

(ED.) 

B18 woul.d like to take this oppor­
tuirity to congratulate SFC Robert 
A Sayre on his recently appointed 
o.1"tice aa First Sergeant of HHC .. 

third ouarters and the EM taking 
the other twe in the mop-up_ 

The' of.ficers put up WOs Foster 
Kelbaugh,Bremseth,Kodadek and Weid­
ner for tte 1st platoon and lLT 
Brutnell, WOe Baum,Tamburro, Welser 
Taylor for the 2nd platoon. The 1st 
quarter saw the 1st soar ahead in 
the lead for the only time in the 
game J finishing <) to 3. The 2nd 
quarter saw the 2nd pIt. EM includ­
ing Brown"T1nlcham,West, Marbley and 
ClUfmeyer soar past the 1st EM wh~ 
were . in part, McFaddin, Peneley J 

Jones, Lincolnback and McClean. The 
impartial referee was Capt. Smith, 
who enforced hls decisions with his 
.. 4; and survival knife. Half time 
score was 2nd pIt 13 and 1st pIt 11 

During the half WO Scruggs serv­
ed as gro~s-keeper and remarked 
the out of bounds lines and tree­
throw line with his pick. 

The 2nd pIt officers J al.IlO8t made 
up for the firs~ quarter with a 7 
point barrage during the ,rd ~rtB 
and ended the period 20 to 13, 2nd 
pIt still leading. The final period 
was a field day for the 2nd plt as 
they AlJ..wwed only 2 points and scor­
ed 13 in spite of such penalties as 
blow1.J)' l.n hi fJ tw..I" aSG&aed- against 
Marbley. West led the team to a 
repeat 33 to 16 victory for the 
?.l",1 p1t which gave them u_ £~ ~t. 
o;f 1.1_. "'" ...... '11:1-.)1:18 t,hat are comipS 
to the 48t,h. After the game, the 
l'ef'eree was impart,:l.ally showered to 
BYI1t\:.o]_i.~ t.hA.C':leAll ~.L b" had done. 

(48th 10) 
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BLACK LIGHTNING STRIKES is an un­
official publication of the Infor­
mation Office of the 26Sth Combat 
Aviation Battalion. All questions 
and commentie should be addressed 
to the Information Office, ,26Sth. 
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