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1. (U) IDENTIFICATION OF OPERATION': PERSHING · 

1·~ 1967 

. 2. • (U) · DAm:> OF OPI!&1'!0Nt ~erat:ton PERSHING coamanoed l20'100H 
Fe~, 1967 iiid teiiiitiiiW .$.26oH· April 1967; . · 

3. (C) IOOATION OF OPERATION: . !be area 48signated for Operation PERSHING. 
included ·sandi s1lorennes ii1d coastal. plains as well as "mountaino'ult areas rising 
precipitously .t'rolll. near sea level to 700 meters or mare_- 1he Na1- Mteu lbnitain 

. Area with center et mass at m987S rises from near sea level to 600 meters~ ihe 
Crescent area 1nciudea the nat coast plain between the Nu1 MS.eu Mtns to the 
south, the Ca,y Giep ~. (m9389) to the north, the Scnith China Sea to the -east · 
and ~he high. gl'ound frOIIl 'J:R9276 to m8887 to the westJ 'HNy 1 bisects the Crescent 
ar-. '.the 506, n.m sm,. and Soui ea ~alleys are located w1 th center or mnsses m 
8480, llt738l, and -BR806S respectively. . · · . · · . · . · 

~ • • • 0 

. h; {U) . COUT.ROL OR COMMMID ~UARTERS.t ·H~. 3d Erigad~ TBsJC 
~ 2$tb. Dlfiiit&iy DIViSion, XPb San PRiiCD'oo. 96355. . . .. 

$. (U) REPORTDJG OFFICER: Colonel James Ge Shanahan.-
.- .. 

6; (U) TAsK ORGANIZATION: 
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Avoo-c-oP 
l'ON FIOt Nt ,-~ L. 

1 J.hy 1967 
SUBJECT: CCIIlbnt At'ter .Action Report far PERSHING 

• 
.. 

a. Commanders: 

(1) Headquartere, .3d Mgnde Task Force, 2Sth Infantry 
Division. 

Oolonel James G. Shanahan 

Iieutenant Colonel Rodney B.- Gilbertson; Deputy 
CanmJI!Jldar, 1 March - 19 .Apr:U . 

. (2) 1st Battnlion, 14th Inf:mtey 

Ueutenant Oolcmel ldlliam H. MUler 

(3) 1st BattAlion, 35th Infantr,r 

!tljor James E. lobore · 

(4} 2d Battolion,. 35th Intnntr,y 

lieutenant Colonel Clinton E. Grnnger Junior 

t5) 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery 

ttwterumt Col.onel. Bl:'uoe Hol.lrook 

(6) c ~oop, 3d Squadr~~ 4th eava:try 

Cnptain .John P~· Irving rri 

(7) 3d SUpport Battalion (Provisiontll) 
, 

z.hjor A ndrew H. Housmi~, 12 Feb - 18 Feb 1967 . 

Majar Robert R. Rutledge, 18 Feb - 19 April 1967 . 
(8) Coq,:1ey n, 65th Engi~eer Bnttal.ion 

Cnpttdn Arthur J. PmuJZe Junior 

(9) 40th Inf'turt.ry PlAtoon (Scout J?Oi) 

F.lrst Lieutenant Robert w. 'lbackeray 

b. Princip:ll StAff': 

(1) S1 M:Ljor John n •. lofeil. 

(2) S2 M:lj or Edgtlr Egeland · 

2 • ......... ~···.r~ ~ - ... 
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A VOO..C•OP 

SUBJECT: Combct Operations After Action Report far PERSHING 

(3) 53 Major E. P.~ Houben 

(4) S4 Major John A. Joyce 

l May 1967 

(5) s5 Capt:rl.n John Sclmd.dt III, 12 ... 19 Feb 67 . , . " . . ... 

l-lljar John u. Schneider, Junior, l9 Feb ·- 19 Apr 67 

7 .. (C) Sllpp<rting Forces r . 
. 

a. (C) Tactical. air siqlpart W':'.s provided by 7th USAF and ut111zed 
by the 3d Irigade TF as indic~ted. 

Inclusi.'l'e <i"ltes FAC Missions gcnmet Proor.s 

of operations Request Run Reqli~t Run - -
(1) 12 Feb- 28 ~b 36 23 40 11 

{2) l Mlr- 31 Mlr 102 68 59 l4 

(3) 1 Apr- 19 Apr 45 37 31 ll 

(4) Total .. 183 128 . 130 36 . 

%Rlm 7\$ 28% 

b~- (C) Avintion Support: 'Iht! 52d Combat Avi~tion. Battalion 
S'Upp(rted the· 3d Brigade TF with the ll9th .Assault Hilicopter Conp:J.1V1 12 Feb -
28 ltn"ch 19671 :md the 14th CO!IIb.-lt Aviation"Battru.ion with tM 174th Ass4ul:~ 
hettcopter _conparzy- 28 1-tlrch - 19 April 1967. Troop li.fts, landing zone p~ 
pnrc.tion command .lUld eontro"l ~t]' lll'ld ~ missions ~ provided • 

..... - -- -· .. 
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A VDC-c-oP 

SUBJ'EC'l't C~t ~:ltions t.!ter Action Report for PERSHING 
. · .. " 

d.· Dur1ng the periOd l2 February - 19 April 1967, ~e mission .t the 
2d Battalion, 9th· Artillery, wus direct support of the 3d lri~de TF, 25th 
Infnntry Division, under the OPCOU of the 1st Cavnlry' Division (Airmobile) on 
~eration PERSHING~ 

. · · (l) :eatterr A, 2d Battall.oi;, 9th l.rtillery, was in direct 
support of the 1st Battalion, 35th !nf'tmtry. 

. · {2) lhtterr B, 2d Bat tali~ 9th Art1llel7, ws 1n direct 
support ot the l:st lhtt:llion, 14th Intmtry, during the period 13 Fe'brumwy • 
- 14 April 1967. On 1.4 April 1967 :E!r1tter,y B was attached to the lst Bnttillon, 
14th infantry, and hnd the mtssion or direct support. of the lst lhitalion, 
14th l'nfa.ntry, under the OPCON or the 196th 'U.ght Infantry Brlgade. . . . 
-- ... -- (3)· Blltteey c, 2d~Ba:tbtHcm, 9th Artillery-, wn8 attnched 

to tho 2d Blttalian, 35th :rntnntr;r, with the Jidss:LCil of. c:Hrect support ot the 
2d Battalion, 35tJ1 Dltnntry, under the OPCON. or the 4th-'!nf'anfa7 .. D1v.tsion \ 

'. on ~ation SAM HOUSroN during jhe period 13 .Februa:r7 • 2 AprD. 1967 • On \ 
J5 llpr1ll967 1 Battery c wus attD.ched to the 2d Batt:!licm. 35th :rntantry, under 
the OPCON of the 1st Caftl.r;r Dl'V'ision {AirmobUe) on ~eration LE JEUNE~ 

. " . . , . ··,,_ 

- . (4) Battery D (Prov:t.sionaJ.), 2d :Bnttalion, 9th .Artnlery, _, 
,. formed. on 2 'Miroh 1967 by ta1dng faur 10$mm HOvl teer sections and necessary 
personnel: and equipmeni;· tram Hendquartirs and Service BD.ttery, Battery A, :uld 
Battery :s, 2d Battalion, 9th'l1rti.llecy. Battery D had the mtssi-on of direo~ 
suppcrt of the ·lst Bnttalion, 14th Infantry, for the period 2-16 Harch 1967 • 
On 16 M1rch 1967 Brlt~ D ws diso1ved, to be reformed on 17 Mlrch in the · . 
s~ nnnnei" and given the mtssion o£ direct~ ot the 1st Bnttalion, 14th_ 
Infantry-, ':'f,Qr the period 17 March - 3 April 1967 Battery D wns ng~ disolve~ 

· · (5) Additional artillery attached to or imder·_the OPOON of the~ 
2d Br1ttalion1 _9th Jl.rtillecy, duririg the period is listed belove ·.\ 

., . , ' - . 

~ ·· · (n) Battery B, 5th B:lttru.ion. 16 Artillery, was nttllched · \ 
·to the 2d Brlttnlion, 9th Artillery~ during the period 1J)'e'brl.lary •• 18 April 1967 '. 
with the mission Of general support. of the 3d Bt"ig;uie TF. 

· (b) Batteey A, 1st 13nttcl.iem, 30th .:"~Ttillery (lS5~tCMJd) 
(S'2d J\rt1llfJ17 Group), 'iins nttached to the 2d Bnttaaan, 9th .Art:Uler,r, during 
the period 1.4 .Februl!r.r- 26 l~h J.967 with the mission or general support of the_ 
3d Bdgnde TF. 

{c) Bnttery c, 7th Bntt"'.lion, 13th !~tillery (105mm-towed) 
(52 Artillery Group) was attnched to the 2d Bllttalion, 9th Artillecy1 during the 
period 22· February'- 2 ~h 1967 with the mf.ssion o.f direct suppcrt of the 1st · 
lbttcl.:ion, l4 th Infantry •-

Cof\tF IDE NT'\ ~L 
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COI\1 F/ PI;N rtA L 

SUBJECT: Combnt q,erntions After ,ft .. ction Report rar PERSHING 

(d) ~ttery- D {Provis~onn.l) (155:nm-towed)1 2d BntttU.ion, 17th * 

.~illery- (I Field Force Vietru.un !rlillery) 1 ~.s ~tt.,.ched to the 2d Jhtt:llion1 
9th Artillery, during the period 28 :f.brch .. 8 April 1967 with tho mission ot 
gerieral. support ot the 3d Brigt:~.de TF. 

(e-) ·Battery B, 1st lhttnlion, 77th l~tillery1 wns nttn.ohed to 
the 2d Bnttnlion:. 9th utillery, during the period 15 - 18 l'Prt11967 with the 
mission ot d:lrect support ot the 1st Bttttilion, 5th "Ct--vnl.ry (1st Co.V'l\J.ry" Division 
(.AirmbUe) )~ Under the OPCON of the 3d Bri~de TF • : . 

· (f) One sem-chlight, ·Brlttery B, 29th .Artillery (Seorchlight) 
(I Field Farce VJ.etnmn 1\.rtillery); lias attiiched to the 2d Battali~n, 9th Artillery 
during the period or 18 Februt.\ry • l8 4-i;n"U ·1967, with·. the mlssion of ~providing 
illuml.nD.tion of the Jd Brigade farwatrd bnse COJIP D.nd surrounding m-en. 

(g) Two seet1.ons ~2 {40mm M..SP)1 .Battery c, 4th lhttru.ion,' 6oth· 
.\rt:Uler;r {A~-1-.SP) {52d ~'l.rtlllery Ck'oup ), were attnched to the 2d Inttcl.ion, 9th 
Artillery, during the par:f.od*24 Mlrch - 18 J.prU 1967 with the mlssion of direct 
support of the 1st Battalion, .35th· Infnntry. · · · 
· . One squad 1'55 {Quad ,;50) 1 Brlttery- c, 4th Battalion, 6oth Artillery 
wns o.t~ched to the 2d Battalion, 9th Artill:eey 1 during the period 24 Mlrch-) -' · 
18 :-.. pril 1967. with the mission of direct support of the 1st Ikl, J4th Infantry, 
(24 !trrch ~ 9 !1prU)J 00 2d lbttalion, 35th· Inf'<lntry (9• 18· .\pril.). 'l'W'o sections 
""2 {40mm .A/1.1 SP); Bo.ttery B, 4th Battalion, 6oth Artillery, were ntt<lched to · 
the 2nd Bo.ttal.ion, 9th !.rtUlery, during the period of 9 - 18 April 1967 o.nd 
were under the OPCON of the Support Cc:munnild, 1st Cavnl.ry Division {;tl.rmobile), 
far defense of IZ It\MMJND~ · 

B. (C) INTEIJ.,IGENCEt 
~ . 

\ 

' ' ~ 

a~ General • l1.S in TIL'I.YER. TI the 3d Brigade TF continued under the \.\ 
opero.tionnl Control of the First. Cavul.ry Division (ll.:t-I) chn'ing Opertttion PERSHING~ ·•. 

{1) Beginning at the South CJhiM. Sea in the vic of the CAY ·aiEP 
Mmnto.in Range (vic BR9.390) the Brignde :n-ea of operntions extended generally 
west into the 506 vnl.ley (vic BR8875). Following the high grOlmd to the wast 
of the SUO! CA Vo.l.ley (vic BR8065} tlie boundary stretched south until it . met the · 
PHU MY - BINH KHE ~der 1 {vic 7460) • 'lhe !lUI MEUI MOunt:rln rtmge (vic BR0060) . 
wns located at the extreme -southern portion of the AOe · 1his terrain in the :xren 
is sinr111:xr to. thrit of nr~YER II ~th s:.mdy shore_line, coastal plains,·. and ·. 
mountainous terrn:in rising as high ns 700 meters • · 

(2) '!be we:J.ther encountered w:1S genero.l.ly faVorable for. friendly 
offensive operntions, however, heD-vy ccncentrt\t:lons ·ot ground f'og during the 
early' marn:1ng hours favored enenu movements. 

5 
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CON l=tD~ NT 1 A l 1 Mq 1967 

· StiDJECTa C~at 'OperD.ti:ons After .Action Report for H:BSHIKl 

b. Enenv dispositicm .;.. At the bet,irming of Operation lERSHIKl the 
eneJ1V remai)led fragnented and dispersed tr01n the NE end of the Oregon Trail 
(DR7365) to the vic of the Kon River rest area. Some elements of the 18th ·· 
Rer,imnt my have been located in the hiph ground vic the Kim Son Valley area, 
and west of the 506 Valley. · 

· · (1) It was believed that elemnts of the 22d Regi!Ent to include 
the 7th1 8th, and 9th battalions along with ReginEnt Headquarters was located 
directly to the north of the 3d Brir,ade TF area of operation. 

(2") Intelligence indicated that the E2B (50th nattalion) remained 
in the Nui na Mountains, while the E210 (52d Battalion) wag probably located in 
COJ~-eize. Ullltlla 1n the high ground sOU:th of the Oregon and Sante· 'Fe trail. othe!" 
local. force ·vc ccmpanies: were located throughout the Nui M'ieu/CresceDt Areas.· 

· . c. Significant activity"in the area of operations of the 3d Drigade 
!nsiC F-orce, ~th Inf'antey Division. 

. (1) During the early days of Opel'a'tiion FERSHml (12-25 Februar,r) 
·· it became sbvious that. elenents of the 18th NVA Regiment would attempt to re­

esto.blish operations in the Cat-son Long Dinh area._, This evidence wns supported 
by· information obtaiood fr()Jil one Rallier and one ·pew, both from the l24th Mortar 
Co, 18th Rep,imnt. Ene~ contact renrdned light. Detween 18 and 21 Februaw 
contact increased in the southern SOUl CA. Valley. indlc.ating tha;t the 18th Regi­
nent bc'l.d indeed attflll;)ted to re-enter the SUOI CA..CAT. SCW area. 

. . 

(2) Ene~ contact showed a marked increas between 25 Febl"llal"Y ·and 
5 March. N'l.lliErous contacts were reported in the Kim Bon Valley. One of the con­
tacts resulted in the capture of doc'\llOOnts tha.t revealed letter bax· numbers of 
Headquarters, 2d VC Reg~· nt, the 1st com.pa.ny of. the 97th Battalion, 2d VC .. 
ReginEnt and the 9Sth na lion ef the 2d VC Re~nt. There was a definate 
increase of mining inci ~ nts alOng Highwey- 1 and terrorist e.ct~vities~ suCh as 
the rurbush of an innocent civilian and the murder of a Vietna.l!Ese politician •. 
From these indications it wasioncluded thnt preparations for thB dry season 
campaign of the .3d NVA Divisi had begun. Sniping, mining, and other terrorist 

; activities were expected to c tinue with intentionS to disrupt the Revolution.ary 
- Developnsnt Program within Phu ltr/nm Cat Districts. · · · . . . 

(3) The first major contact of Operation IERSHI!n occurred at 
1005 hours on the 6th of March w~· B 1/35th Infantry encountered an estimated 
Dattalion size force, vic DR9688 • A fast moving battle developed which con-
tinued until after dark. Docume. captured during the battle confinood that 
contact had been with the 9th Battalion, lOth Repinent. As a result of this · 
battle, 04 bodies· were counted and nUIOOrous weapons and equipnent were captured. 

(a) An NV! Prisoner of War captured after contact was made, 
·· stated that the 7th and Bth Battalions, of the 18th NVA Re~iment were located in 

the vicinity of So6 Valley (BR8480) in the p~ocess of reorp.:anizing. · · 

(b) It was believed that the remnants of the 9th Battaliol} 
would attempt to move west and rejo~n the main bod:r of the 18th Re~ilrent. 

(4) The remainder of this period (o6-31 March) was characterized 
by liP,ht sporadic contact with 1. to 5 individuals. Humrous booby traps were 
found indicatinp, a harassinp attempt to slOW" and hamper the advance of US Forces 
while. the eneJq refitted. 

. ..... ,_.~ -
•.. . . • , 

\. 



\ 

1 May 1967 

SUDJECT: C.oniJnt Operations After .Action Report for '.mBSH:tm 

(.5) purl.llf' the remaininr, days or· Operation l'ERSHim ~(ll-19 April) 
the 18th F-A 1t.f-'inEnt becal'IE incl"E;!asi:np,ly active. It was believed that after 'lET 
the· 18th Rer:·:imnt berr,an assembline company: size units in order to secure rice and 
to be resupplied with ammnni:tion and equipment. It 1-ras aiso estima:f.ed that the 
18th Reei.Jrent received sene replacements d~ the previous months • Contacts 
by both u. s. an:l AR\TN units w1 th elements or the 18th Regi.Jrlant demonstrated . . 
that they had a plentiful. supp:cy- of small o.rms ammunition. A deli tional . intellip,ence 
sources indicated ttu;lt the 18th Rep,inent was at a prea.ter· strenpth than before 8nd · 
were world.ne close:q with local guerrilla forces, however, it ·was believed that 
the 18th Rer,imnt would continue to avoid. a.I\V' 1IBj or enp.ap,ement. 

(6) Operation mRSmm concluded witholit significant contact with 
the enelt\Y, .with )d Drigade TF elements experiencinr, oli:cy- sniper and harassine 
fire .from 1.;.3 individuals when encountered. 

(7) SUMMARY OF ENEMY: PERSamEL AND EQUIPMENT IDSSES 1 

(a) IERSONNEL: 

! KIA (DC) 

2 CIA -
l Returnees 

!l SUspects 

{b) WAPOMS: 

! Small Arms 

2' Crew served 

(c) OTHER EQUIMNT: 

! AMl-iO: 

a Small arms -
b 8l/82mm Mortar -
c 6omm Mortar -
d Grenades -
e TNT -

7 
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mmHim 

25! 

334 

29 

0 

78 
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COAIPIOENTIA L 
AVOO-c-op 1 Mq 1967 

2 mRSONNEL EQUIMNr: ·- I 

a Packs 98 -
: b Clothing sets 67 

c Canteens 2 -
d Web gear 22 

e Ponchos 23 -_., 

MlSO: . 3 -
a Magazines 72 -
b Flashlights 4 -
c Medical equip 4.3 lbs - ' ' 
d Radios 1 \ 

\ 
.. 

4 MATERIAL DESTROI!tD: ' ' -
Huts 135 

\ 
a \ - ''·-
b Rice 9. 7 tons -
c Bunkers 1605 -
d Tunnels 22 -
e · Fra:dJSl.etJ 88 -
f Boats 1 -
~ Salt 6.1 tons 

2 MATERIAL CAPTURED 

a Rice 17.3 tj)ns -
b Salt n.s tons -

9. (C) MISSION 

a. General: 
\ 

\ 

(1) Reference OPORD 6703 
Div (AM), dated lll310H Feb 67. 

(H:RSHINl) (U), Headquarters 1 1st Cavalry 

(a) tecupy assigned AO oo D -Day". 

8 
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C.,OtV FliJENTIA L 

1 May 1~7 

SUBJECT: COlli>at Operations After Actim Report for !ERSBI:tn 

(b) In cooperation with the 22D AmrN Div forces, provide 
security protection in general support of RD operations in ·the PHU MY Area by 
conducting reconnaissance and surveillance patrolling and search and destroy 
operaticms within bde AO. . .. 

(c) Secure cOJIIJI1Illlications complex at AL MEADE cOI!lliSming on 

. (d) Continue to pravi~e one company O!UON Spt Cllkl for physical 
scty of LZ HAMMOND. 

(e) Responsible for tactical secturi ty of LZ HAMf.fOND. 

(f) Be prepared to conduct Quick Strike raids within the BOW 
SON Plain or along the BINH DINH- QUA:tn IDA! Provincial border north arid northwest 
or BOW so~ with up to 4 Bns. 

b. Specific nd.ssions 1 less those of minor importance 1 were as follows: . . 
(l) Reference: FRli.GO 7d.t4-l, Headquarters, 1st Air Cavalry Divisicn 

(Airmobile) dated 12' February 1967 • _, 

(a) In coorporation with 22d ARVN Div Forces prov close scty 
protection in general.".support of liD operations. 

(b) Ass't.UI2 responsibility for the conducting of search and . 
destroy opns in the Crescent Plain area when the Marine TF is not operating in 
that area. 

(c) Cont to secure communications compl.ex at LZ ME!UlE • 

. (d) Cont to prov one company OFCON Suppcirt Command for 
~ pbysical eecuri ty o£ HAMMOND. 

(e) Continue responsibility for tactical security of.tz HAMMOND . 
(f) Conduct periodic recon opera:tions in the western portion .or : 

!0 to prevent buildup of eneJI\1 forces in that area. -, 

(g) Release o:romr one plat, C Trp, 3/4 Cav to 2d Bde on 
12 Feb 67. 

(2') Reference : FRAG · 7044-2, Headquarters, ist J..ir Cavalry Divis! en 
(Airmobile) dated l3 February 1967. 

(a} A~ responsibility for securiiJe .12 HAMMOND, Effective 
· l4000H Feb 67. 

(b) Secure FSA until stocks are depleted. 

9 
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· AVDC..c.,;op 1 May 1967 

SUBJECT1 CODbat Operations After .Action Report for mRSHIID 

(3) Reference: FRAGO 7~6-J., Headquarters 1 1st Air Cavalry 
DiVision (Airmobile) dated l.S' Feb 67. · 

. · · (a:) Relieved of respmsibility for security of LZ HAMMOND 
effective 160800 Feb 67. 

(b) Relieved responsibility for security U MEADE. - . 
· (4) Reference "FRAGO 7050..11 Headquarters, 1st Air Cavalry D:i.visim 

(Airmobile) dated 18 Feb 67. . . 
('! 

(a) PrOVide contact team (liaison "with co:mm) to PHU MY 
Districe Forces guarding ·mu MY Bridge NLT lB Feb 67. 

(.S') Reference ·rBAGO 10SD-31 Headquarters, lst Ait Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) dated 19 Feb 67 • 

(a) Continue current mission in assigned .ItO • 

. (b) Conduct search and destroy operations in the NUI MIEU area. 

(c) Be prepared to asSUlOO AO and mission of 3d Bde1 1st . ·' 
Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile). . . 

- (6) Reference P'RAGO 7051-31 Headquarters, 1at Air Cavalry Division 
{Airmobi~) 1 dated 20 Feb 67. · · 

(a) Ass'Wie r.:~sponsibility for conducting operations in coord- ~­
!nation and cooperation w/Nietna.nese Marine TF eff 201300H1 Feb 67 • 

(l) Refere:ooe ·mGo 1053-21 Headquarters., ist Air Cavalr:y Division 
(Airmobile) dated 22 Feb 67. 

67. 
(a) Assune OPCON one plat, C/3/4 Cavalry from 2d Bde on 23 Feb 

(b) Release from roqui:rel!Ent to provide contact team at PHU ~ 
Bridge eff 22 Feb 67 • 

(c) Effective 230600H Feb edt dai:cy mine sweep of Hwy- 1 ·. 
between coord BR930752 and BR9J5839. lfine sweep will be conpleted NLT 0800. 
Tille of completion will be reported MJE. 

· (8) Reference ·FRAGO 7054-21 Headquarters 1 1st /~,ir Cavalry Divisi<m 
(Airmobile) dated 23 Feb 67. . · . , 

(a) Execute OPLAN 12-67 (SCATTER) (U) eff 231200H Feb 67 • 

lO 
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C:.CN Ft D£1\tnA 1-
1 Mq i967 

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Actions Report tor P.E:RSBnn 

(b) Conditicm allber will be"in eft at EKlLISH/(BOHl SON) 
until otherwise indicated by this headquarters. . . 

. (9) Reference -I'Rt.OO 70S7-l, Headquarters~ lst Air Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile) dated 26 Feb 67. · 

{a) Open bwr 5o6 to dry weather class 32' traffic from 
BR918720 to BR803834 • . . 

. . (9) Reference FP..AGO 7067-2.1 Headquarters, lst Air Caval.ey' 
. Division {Airmobile) dated 8 March 67. 

{a) Relieved of responsibility for conducting Operations in 
the CAY GIEP Mtns/Eastern Crescent Area eft 09 March 1967. · 

. (10) P'RAGO 7072~, Headquarters, l.st Air Cavalry Division 
{Airmobile) dated 13 March 1967 • · . 

(a)· Coordinate operations in southern NUI·MIEU with 41st 
ARVN Regiment. 

{11) F'RAGO 7079-1, Headquarters, 1st /dr. Cavalry Division. 
{Airmobile) dC~.ted 19 March 196 7. · · .. 

(a) AsSUIJE responsibility for search and destroy operations in 
the Crescent AO in coord and cooperation with units of 22d .ARVN Div. 

(12) FRAGO ·10e2-1, Headquartcz.s, l.st Air Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) dated 23 March 1$67. 

(a ) Continue present missions. 

(b) Assume responsibility within .AO for tactical scty 
of LZ HAMMOND~ Coordinate with 41st .ARVN Regt for tactical security of IZ 
HAMMOND within 22d ARVN Division AO. . 

(c) Assuroo OPCON of base defense security company {-) 
at LZ HA1·1MOND from DISCOM for"da.yliv,ht operations only. Co (-) will return to 
LZ HAMMOND NLT l800H each day • 

(d) Ass'U.IOO responsibility for protective fires for 
security of IZ HllMMOND. 

(e) Provide Arty LNO team to DISCO}ol to coordinate fires ;·· 
for security of LZ HAMMOND. · 

(f) Coordinate with CRID to provide protective .fires by 
R(!{ Arty units vic IZ Hf.JtiMOND. 

(g) Conduct frequent "show" of power demonstrations vic 
LZ HM1MOND {include ROK Arty). 

ll 
\ 

\ 
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(ll) Implement extensive interdiction fires vic LZ 
.Ht.MMOND (include ROK Arty) • 

. (lJ) Reference FRJ\GO 7103 ... 2, Headquarters, 1st ·Air Cavalry 
(Airmobile) cL1.ted l3 Apr 67. · · 

(a) Deploy one bn to IE JBUNE on 15 .April} OPCON 2.d 
Bde on arrival. Reassume o:roON this bn o/a 25 April 67. · · 

(b) Assume OPCON 1 'bn '2d ~· on 15 .April; return OPOON 
to 2d Bde on depart~ from JERSHIID AO o/a 25· J~pt"il 1967. · 

· · (c) Be prepared to deploy bde (-) to LE JEUNE AO a/ o · 
25 April 1967 and clo~Je entire bde in IE JEUNE AO NLT 30 Ap%1,.1 1967 • 

·• o/a 25 April 1967 • 
(d) Be prepared to assUJE responsibUity from 2d Bdo .. 

tJ,4) Reference FRAGO 7103-31 Headquarters, 1st .Air Cavalry \' 
Division (AirmobUe) dated 13 April 1967. 

, (a) COJIIIII3nee clearing civilians from 5o6 valley peginning \ 
I6 Apr:Lll967. Coordinate with DiVision G5 for disposition of displaced civilians, 

' '\ 
10. (C) Ccmcept of Operatiopz · 

(a) General: Operation PERSHIID commenced 120700H Februa.r,y .1967 
with the Jd•Btigade TF extending its operation from its present AO as shown in 
incl.aem'e 4; under the operational control of the 1st Air Cavalry' Division 
(Airmobile). The operation terminated l9l200H April 1967 with the 3d Brigade 
TF assumption or responsibility for the IE JEUNE AO. · 

(b) Period 12 - 17 Feb 1967: 3d Brigade TF initiated operation 
· l'£RSHI:tn on 12 February 1967 by assuming screening positions along the western 
SUOI CA and eastern ~IM SON Valleys and providing security iri general support of 
Revolutianar;y Development (RD) _operaticns in the PHU MY Area. Brigade CP was 
located at LZ BROroo BEACH. l./l4th Infantry Battalion conduc.tod search and ; ~ · 
destroy operations ·in the SUOI CA Valley, provided security for LZ MEADE (l plat}, 
B 5/16 Arty (1 plat},. and LZ HAMMOND (1 lo). 1/JS•Infantry Battalion conducted • 
search and destroy operatiCilS in the NUI MIEU Area, Crescent Area, and 5o6 VaUey. 
1/.3$ Infantry Battalion(-) helilitted from vic southern SlJOI ·cA Valley to vic IZ 
UPLIFT and established the Battalion CP/FSB ~t that location. · ·\ ··· .. , 

(c) Period 18 · ..o 28 February: Brigade CP displaced to LZ UPLIFT 
closing 181030H Febl'UB.l'7• 1967. On 20 and 21 February Co A, i/l4 ~nfantry 
Battalion had· a sporadic contact vic :SR8o59 resulting in 11 NVA KIA ·and· 6 small 
am. cap1itlred, .. (h-AK4 7, 2-BKS). Co ·B 1 1/14 Infantry- Ba~talion on 26 F~ 
engaged an unknown. size encJI\Y' ~orce. Results 7 NVA KIA. 

12 
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. (d) Period l - 9 March l967r On l March Recon plat and ·co A 
· l/3Sth Infantry contacted an Unknown size enenv force vic BS89077S (Sec inclosure 
·1) •• On k March 1967 1/3Sth Infantry Batta.llon initiated operation ttCHECKMATEt• in 
tho Crescent Are4. l/.3Sth 'Infantry displaced the Bn CP/FSB to IZ J.llmOR : 
CBR9438b4) on 6 March 1967. Heavy engagement with an ui:lknown size enexey- force in 
fortified positions was made by B co, 1/35 Infnntry Battalion at o6J..4har March 
1967· vic BR966660. Contact with enel!G" was maintained throughout the·· afternoon 
w1 th employm3nt of S ccmpanies and elements of C l/9 Ca.v. (See inclosuro) · · 

. . . 
· (e) Pariod·1o - 20 March 1967: On 10 March 67. D/6Sth Erigra . 

~egan road repair operati.ons, Road So6. l/14th Infantry Battalion conducted 
soa.rc~ and destroy operations in the IRON TRIAIDIE (center of mass·BR797S> 1 
lOI(er SUOI CA Valley nnd its western approaches, On lS March 19671 2 co~es, 
1/J5 Infantry .BattD.lion conducted search aDd destroy operations in s6uthern NUI 
MIEU area in coordination and coorporo.tion with 41st Roginent (.ARVN). Co c, 
1/llrt.h Infantry Battalion on 20 MArch 1967 at vic BR8oOS72 engaged unknown size 
en~nv foroos. Results: .2 VC ru, S .vc WIA/GU. . " 

(f) ·Period 21 • 31 March 1967: l./'14 Infantry Ba.ttalion on ·21 
March 1967 conducted platoon size search and dostror operations in the Crescent 
Area Md the southern HID MY .Area in coord with elements of the 22d ARVN Div • 
On 221 231 and 24 ~fnrch l/l4th Infantry Battalion conducted HamtOOr and /.nvil ~ 
operations. to entrap and destroy enel!G" e1el00%lts in the SW portion of 41st ARV)J 
Regt 1.01 vic BR8296JJ and the hill mnss · adjacent to the eastern side of the stlpi 
CA Val.ley respective:cy-. On 26 March 19671 1/3Sth Infantry Battalion and C l/9\ 
Cavalry initiated screening· operatione and Cat nights in the vicinity of the · .. 
Eastern Crescent Beach Area, over the DAM-'rRA-O..Loke, and the Eastern 'HID MY Are~ 
in coordinAtion and cooperation with the elements of the 22d ARVN Dive On ll \, . 
March 19671 assaUlt plat 1/l4 Infantry Ba.ttaliOll at vic BR87260T contacted unknomt .. '\. 
size enel!G". ·force.· Results: 1· enel!G" KIA, l crewo.served · (l Bll.R) 1 4 SA weapons , 
~aptured (1 ll.K-4 71 l M-l Rifie, 2 US Carbines 1 1 US KIA. 

. (g) .. Period l - 19 April 1967: On 3 April 1967 1./.14th Infantry 
·Battalion CP holil1 ftod to LZ TIP.· On 3 April 1967 2/3Sth Infantry Battilion 
conducted tactical r~d· march. f:r:'9m Pleiku Base Camp to fo:nvard assembly area vic 
LZ HAMMOND, ·released from OPCON 4th Infantry Division upon arrival. On 4 April 
1967 2/3Sth Infantry' J3attaliop CP/FSB .closed LZ. ILLINI, connoonced soai'Ch .,and 1 

destroy opora:tions in upPer SUGI CA Valley region. · 1/l4th Infantry Battalion don­
tinued conducting search and destroy operations in the southern FHU }IY Area in 
coordination and cooperation with the 41st Regimnt (ARVN). 1/JSth Infantry 
Battalion conducted search· and destroy opera.tions in the northern Crescent .Area 
and southern CAY GIEP Area. On J5 April 19671 l/14 Infantry Battalion airlifted 
by CJJO aircraft· to the vic CHU :i:I~I, Attached to 196th Light Infe.ntry Brigade. 
On l5 April. 19671 2/3Sth Infantry Battalion airlifted. by C7A and CB47 aircraft 
to vic DUJ :mo, OFCON 2d Brigade, let Cavalr,y'Division (Aimobi1e). On tha sruoo 
day 1/S Cavalry' a.irlifted to 3d Brigade TF AO, OPCON 3d Brigade on arrivnl, 
conducted search and destroy operations in the SUOI C.A Vall.E:ly and adjoining hill 
masses. During the period 17 - 19 April 1967, elements or 3d Brigade TF deployed 
by sea and air to LE JEUNE .AO vic DUC PHO. On April 1967 .3d Brigade TF assumed 
missions in LE JEUNE AO relieving 2d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)· 

· effective 1200 hrsJ at'·that time 3d Brigade TF wns relieve~· of missionS 1n 
PERSHIID AO by 2d Brigade 1 1st ~aval.ry Division (Aimobilo). 

() ()ldr"ir".~A/Till__l 
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(h) The operation ended with the .3d Brlgade TF1 2Sth Infantry 
Division under the operational control of the 1st Ca~alr,y Division (AirmObile). 
The ld.ll ratio of friencllJ" in operation PERSHIH:l to eneJrGr was 1 1 14 • 7 ol:' lt 
.fr1encny versus 2$1 ene~ ICIA, . · . . 

n. (C) EXECUTION 

a. Peri()d 12 - 17 February 1967: 
. . .. ' ~ . ' . .. ' . . . . . . 

· · (l) 1/l4th Infantry Battalion conducted search al'ld destroy \ • 
· operations in the SUOI CA ValJ.By. PrOVided seburitY for LZ MEAlli1 (recon plath 

IZ BRO:OOO BEACH (reinforced sqU.ad Co A) 1 B/S/1.6 Artillery (assauit plat) and 
LZ aAM!10ND (Co A). At 12lJ.30H Assault. ~latoe11 engaged 2 enel!\V at vic Ba878S70 
Results 2 VC KIA. On 14100$ February 19671 3d plat Co B at BR704649 contacted 
4 VO •. 'Results 1 2 VC KIA,· 1 US Carbine CIA. Co A (-) Combat ·Assaulted to 
~ll714SBo on ·16 Februat7 1967 then conducted search and destroy operations NE, 
At J54S hrs engaged 2 VC at BR777SB6. ResUlts: 1 VO KIA:, l US Carbine CIA·• . \ 

(2) 113Sth Iilrantry Battalion: Conducted search and destroy 
~mions in NUI MIEU Area, Crescent Area, .and .506 Valley-.Battalion (-) · 
helillfted f~om· vic southern SUOI CA Valley to vic LZ UPLIFT. Co A helilift~d 
from LZ TIP (BR790625) to LZ UPLIFT (BR92.3754) on 121000 February 1967. Co p 
remained at LZ PIN (CH022718), supporting RD operations, and conducted searcp 
and destroY operations. Co C closed LZ UPLIFT on 121708 hrs. On 14 Februa~ 
1967 Co A (-) patrolled NW of LZ 'UPLIFT to vic BRS92775. At 0930 hrs at BR~3771 
made contact with 4 VC. Results: 1 VC KIA. At 1000 hrs at BR905774 made co tact 
with 3 VC. Results: 1 VC KIA,. 1 VC WIA. At 1.330 hrs engaged unknown size nenv 
force at BR892775. Results: 2 NVA KIA, l AK-47 CIA. At 1435 hre at BR8917 4 
made contact with 1 VC. Results: 1 VC KIA. 

(3) 2/3.5th Infantry Battalion: OPCON 4th Infantry Division. 

· . (4) C Troop- 3/4 Cavalry: Troop(-) OPCON 4th Infantry Division~· · · 
;·let platoon (-) OPCON 2d Brigade,. lst Air Cavalry Division (Ainnobi1e). 2 Scou · 
sections provided security for LZ BRONCO .BEACH. · · ·. . . . \ 

(5) 1RRP \. 

Ymf. pATE SURVEILLANCE OPERATIONS 

3B 12 February 1967 BRS36.5Sl 
.3B 14 February 1967 BRS185SO 
3A 14 Februar,y 1967 l3R.860508 

·JA 16 & 17 February 1967 BRS53754 
3B 16 February BR859571 

', 

b. Period 18 - 28 February 1967: 
~ ."" . 

. (1) l/14th Infantry Battalion: Co C on lS February at BR703623 during. \ 
search and destroy operations NW from LZ'MONK1~, located a ccmplex of 5.1.3 bunkers. · 
All bunkers were destroyed b.y D/65th Engineers• At 192010 February Co A contacted 
S VC vic BI~1S58.3 •. Artillery was called in. On 202100 Fedruazoy at BRS04580 Co A 
contacted estimated l5 - 20 NVA. ·Results: 5 NVA KIA, 2 small arms CIA (2 A¥..47) •. 
Co A, on 22 Februar.y~ while conducting search and destroy·operations along th~ · 
eastern Sante Fe Trail J\rea, at 0445 hrs made contact with 4 en~ vic BR805592. 
Results: 4 NVA/CIA, 4 small arms CIA (2AK47, 2 SKS). At 0755 hrs swept area .of 
contact found 1 NVA K~ another en~ attempted. to evade friendlY forces. . . ' 
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Results: 1 NVA KIA. Co A ~n 23 F.rebruary continued to conduct deliberate 
search and destroy operati~ns and employ numerous tactical ambushes along the 
eastern portion of the . .'Sante Fe Trail. On 26 Fabruary, Co B (-) ~ended ita 
search and destroy operations into· .the lower KIM SON Valley Area• At 1600 hrs 
a~ BR692778 CoB (-).contacted 12- 18 NVA. Results:· 5 ~A KIA, 1 Chicom 
Carbine CIA. At 1725 hrs at BR670763 'made contact with an unlalown size enetq 
force. Reeu1t.s: 2 enerey- KIA. 

(2) l/35th Infantr.y Battalion continued to provide close security 
protectiC?n in general' support to Revolutionary Development Operations in the PHU .. , 
MI area b,r conducting search· and destroy operations and recon and.surveillanc~\ 
patrols in the NUl MIEU area1 the Crescent area, and in coordination and cooper-
ation 'with the 41st Reg~nt (ARVN). Co B provided blocking forces, while ele-

·.mente ot the 2d Battalion, 41st Regiment conducted a sweep toward the blocking 
position from the sw.. On 25 February D Co, 5/7 Cavalry was placed under the 
OPCON of the l/35th Infantry Battalion with the mission to provide security fdr 

· LZ UPUFT. On 26 February Co A established .blocking positions on the hill mass to 
, the west of the Crescent Area in coordination with ARVN Marine TF Bravo (Operation 

SONG THAN) in western plains of Crescent area. Co A and recon plat continued in 
blocking positions on 27 F~bruary in. coordination with Operation SONG THAN to 
block extiltration of en~ foi_-lces t~ the west. · 

· . (3) 2/3Sth Infantry Battalion OPCON 4th Infantry Division. · 

(4) C Troop, 3/4 Cavalry: Troop ( .. ) continued OPCON to. the 4th 
Infantry Division. 'lst platoon was released from OPCON of the 2d Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) on 23 Februar,y. lst platoon provided security LZ 
UPLIFT and LITTS Airfield and with assistance. of D/65th Engineers conducted 
daily road clearing operations on Highw~.l. · 

, (5) D/65th Engineers cpnducted mine sweeping operations along Hw,y l 
during the ;.>eriod 23 - 28 February between 0600 hrs to 0800 bra daily. On 26 
February D/65th Engineers commenced construction of aircraft revetments at LZ 
UPUFT and continued to clear fields of fire· at· I.Z UPLIFT. The Bde Engineer , · 
.~ ,'- tboroogh :reeoo o! road .506 in preparation for road repair oper~ticms. 

\\ 
\"", 

(6) LRRP 
,·' 

IBRP P.A1! LOCATION OF SURVEY OPERATIONS -
3A 18 February BR846756 
3B 19 Februa.ey BR74'/733 
3B 19 February BR758698 . 
)A. 20, 21 February BR901765 
3A 22, 26 February BRS65808 
3B 22, 26 February BRS35588 

c. Period 1 - 9 March 1967: 

· (1) l/14th Infantry .Battalion: Co A on l March continued to conduct 
search and destroy operations and daylight ambushes in SUOI CA Valley and along 
eastern Sante Fe Traii• At 1015 hrs at BR7835SO Co A loc est 3-4 tons salt, 
which was extracted to PHU CAT District. On 4 March Co C conducted search and 
dostroy operations along 3 aes to the east entering the westward portion of the 
11 IRON TRIANGLE" (center of mass BR0074). Assault platoon on 8 March conducted a .. 

"" 
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combat assault at B'\854&J3, established a blocking force as elements of the 41st 
ARVN Regilll~nt swnpt s·\'. 

. (2) l/35th Inf~ntry Battalion: Recon platoon on l March conducted 
search 8lld destroy operations from BR901765 1n a northerly direction aloJ18 eaStern 
edge ot 506 Valley. A.t 1403 hrs at BR886775, Recon platoon contacted unknown 
size eneav force. Results: 7 NVA KIA, 4 small arms captured (2AK-47 1 2AKS), and 
.3 US KIA, and 5 US WIA. On 4 March 1967 l/.35th Infantry Battalion initiated 
Operation "CHECHMATE" collducti.ng search and destroy operations in the western and 
northern Crescent Area. A/2/5 Cavalry helilifted 'to lZ UPLIFT 051605 Match, OPCOH 
l/35th Infantry Battalion to provide security IZ li?:.:.;r:"''i'. Co B on 061446 March at 
BR968S8l became hea~ «lgaged with an unknown si~.3 'Jne:ny force in .fortified 
positions., ·The contact resulted in the COIIIIIitment ol i c.:>mpa.nies and one Cavalry ·-· 
Blue feam. Results: 84 enenw KIA; 5 crew-served, (JL:>f}, l RPG-2, 1 RPG), 15 small 
arms ~pons CIA (1 ~79, 6 SKS, 3 M<-47, 4 ~16, l uS Carbine), US lessee 5 KIA, 
18 WIA.. Operation "CHECKMATE" terminated 09lll0 M:lr~il. 

(3) 2/35th Infantry Battalion continued OPCON 4th Infantry Division·. 

(4) C Troop, 3/4 Cavalry: Troop (-) continued OPCON 4th Infantry 
Division. lat platoon provided security ot IZ UPUFT during the hours of darlmess. 
During daf~ht ·hours the 1st plat conducted cltiaring operations along Highway 1, 
provided security force tor LITTS airfield, and provided security for engineer 
for road repair operat101181 road 506. On 6 March 5 APC'a the 1st platoon provided 
securit-7 at LZ ANCHOR (BR940849) for the 1/JSth ·Infantry Battalion forward CP and 
A/2/9 Artillery FSB. On o&:l715 J.iarch an APC ot the 1st platoon C/.3/4 CavaJ.rr hit 
a mine on H:lghwq 1 vic BR923825. Results: 3 US KIA, APC destroyed (2 WIA -

. D/6Sth lhgineers), On 090845 March, at vic BR926823 located a mine (2 - 1051111l . 
artillery shells) on Higbway 1 road clearing operations. Results: mine destroyed, 

(S) lRRP 

~ 

1 March 
2:-6 March 
77'9 March 

SURVEILLANCE OPmATIONS 

BR73S654 
BR7.32648 
BR798594 

(6) Remark: On 040930 March persistant CS agent was dispersed to 
cause the eneuv to be canalized into an area of surveillance tor IBRP JA. 

d, Period 10 - 20 March 1967 

. (1) 1/J.J+ Infantry Battalion continued to conduct search and destroy 
operations in moN TRIAIDLE area (center of mass BR7975), lower SOOI CA Valley · 
and ita western approaches, and the lower UM SON Valley. On 1.41100 hrs Co A 
and recon platoon· reacted to an intelligence report of a suspected en~· CP 
located BR793612. Recon plat C/A and Co A conducted 3 pronged envelopment of the 
objective; negitave results for the operation, At 201121 March vic BR8005721 Co 
C eJ18aged an Wlknown size enemy force. Results: 2 VC KIA, 5 VC WIA/CIA, . 

(2) l/35tb Infantry Battalion conducted search and destroy operatione 
in 506 Valley and adjoining hill m.lsses with two companies. One company provided 
aecurit7 for engr road repair operations, ro~d 506 and provided security for LZ 
UPLIFT. On 12 March three companies conducted combat assaults into the western 
Crescent area to act as a screening force for possible &nemy infiltration west 
from area of contact 1n 2d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division's (Airmobile) AO., 
Three ~es and C 1/9 Cavalry Blue team conducted cordon and search operations 
throughout the western Crescent area. l/35th Infantry Battalion (-) consisting of 
the Battalion Forward CP and Companies B 9nd C were placed under the OPOON ot 2d 
Bde1 1st Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile) effective 121600 March, then released 
from the OPCON of 2d Brigade, let Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile) effective 
131200 March. A/1/7 Cavalry was OPCON to the 1/35th Infantry Battalion during 
the period 12-16 March with the mission of providiJ18 security for LZ UPUFT and 
providing security for D/65th Engineers road repair operations, road 506. On 16 
March Co C conducted search and destroy operations along the western side of the 
NUI MIEU Mountain in coordination and cooperation with the 41st Regiment (ARVN). 
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A/2/12 Cav was under the OPCON ot 1/35th Infantry Battalion during the period .. 
16-19 March with the mission of providing security for LZ UPLIFT ~d providing 
security for D/65th Engine~r Road Repair operations, road 506.. On 17 March Co n 
conducted search and destroy operations along three axes in the SE NUl MIEU area 
in coordination and\ cooperatiotildth·tmi 4la~.Regimeflt: (.\RVN)~ ..... A~<~ hrs., BR 
954696., Co B received sniper tire which developed into an engageme~t of an en~ 

fgrce ot unlmown size. Results: 1 ene:JIG' KIA, 2 small arms CIA (1. AK-4~, 1 M-1 
rifle). Companies B and C continued to conduct search ~nd destroy operations on 

· 19 March in the southern NUl MIEU Area in coordination and cooperation with the 
41st Reg:iJnent (ARVN). . 

(3). TF RUTLEDGE became operational 121600 March; task organization 
consisted at Co A, l/35th Infantry Battalion, A~Tr69p, ~7 Cavnlr,y and recon plat 
l/35th Infantry Battalion. Co A l/35 Infantry Battalion conducted village search 
operations in western Crescent Area and established numerous squad sized ambushes 
vic BR9079. A Troop (-) l/7th Cavalry continued to provide security tor LZ YPLIFT 
while one platoon provided security tor D/65th Engineers road repair operations, 
road 506. Recon platoon l/35th Infantry Battalion provided security for the 4.2" 
mortar platoon FSB at LZ CORRAL, and conducted search and destroy operations 

. along hill mass to the ea.et.. TF RUTLEDG was dissolved 131200 March 1967, and its 
· elements reverted to their parent units. 

,· 

(4) 2/35th In.t'antry Battalion continued OPCON 4th Ini'nntry Division. 

(5) C Troop, 3/4 Cavalry: Troop (-) continueq OPCON to the 4th 
Infantry Division. 1st platoon provided security LZ UPUFT during hours of 
darkness. During daylight hours, the.lst platoon continued to provide. security 
tor LITTS .1\irtielt and provided security tor D/65th Engra.: road repair operations,, 
road 506. lst platoon was OPCON to the 2d Brigade., lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 
during the ·period 121035 - 121540 March, reverted and returned ~o LZ UPLIFT 121925 

.. March to provide night security. On 16 March, 5 APC 's. were given the mission to 
reinforce security of FSB, lZ IVY. On 19 March., 3 APC'~ provided a blocking · 

·force during the morn;Lxls village search operations conducted .by ,,Co A. 1/35 
In.t~ iat.t-el.ioJl at BR9257SO. 

(6) D/65th Engineers conducted road repair operations, road 506, 
and continued to improve the defensive perimeter oJ LZ UPLIFT. 

.~ 

3A 
3B 
3A 
3B 
3A 
3A 

(7) IRRP 

DATE -
10 March 

10- 13 March 
12- 13 March 
15- 20 March 

16- 17- 18 r~ch 
19- 20 March 

e. Period 21-31 March 

SURVEILU\NCE OPERATIONS 

BRS03585 
BR867767 
BR735650 
BR887779 
BR792692 
BR775770 

(1) l/14 Infantry- Battalion conducted search and destroy operations · 
in the SUOI CA Valley and ita western approaches. On 22 March, 3 companies and 
recon platoon deployed in the SW portion ot 41st Regiment (ARVN) AO, conducted 
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Hammer a.nd Anvil operations to entrap and destroy enenw elements suspected· to be 
existing west. from the previous day 1s contact with elements of the 41st Regiment 
(ARVN). Recon plat· established blocking positions (Anvil) while 3 companies 
(ammer) swept. N toward blocking positions. At 1517 hrs, BRS576041 Co B engaged 

. 3 eneJey"1 resluts: 2 eneJey KIA, 2 US Carbines CIA. On 23 March, 3 Infantry 
compani·ea and 2 platoons conducted Hamner and f-t.nvil operations to e~trap and 
destroy a suspected enenzy- CP located vic BR829613. Companies B1 c, and C l/35th 
Infantry Battalion (Hammer) swept W on multiple axes across the hill mass adjacent 
to the SUOI CA Valle,y1 with recon.pla.t and 3d plat Co A establishing blocking 
positions (Anvil) at BR816613 and BR815618 respectivelyJ Negative results for the 
operation~ On 24 March, 4 companies, recon plat and assault plat conducted 
Hammer and··Anvil operations intended to search out and destroy- suspected enemy 
locations in the hill mass adjacent to tho eastern side of the SUOI · CA Valley. 
Negative r.esults for operation. On 261855 March at BRS45596 elements of Co B 
observed possible enemy movement. J~illery was called into the.area. Searched 
at first light. Hesults: 7 enell\V KIA. On 28 March l/14th Infantry Battalion 
conducted CAT flights in coordination with 41st Regiment (ARVN) over the southern­
eastern portion of the NUI MIEU area. Co A conducted search and destroy operations 
E in the lower SUOI CA Valley to vic BR853605 when at 301()35 March 6 eneJey were 
engaged. ~esults: 3 en~ KIA, Assault platoon conducted search and destroy-
. operations · SW from LZ . IVY and at 311025 March, BRS72507, received Small arms and 
automatic weapons fire from unknown size en~ force~ friendlY forces-returned 
fire. Contact 'WUS broken 1150 hrs, Results: 7 eneJey KIA, 1 crew/served,/ (lBAR) 
4 small arms CIA (l-AK471 1 11-1 rifle, 2 US Carbines), 1 US KIA. · . .,.__ . 

(2) l/35th Infantry Battalion continued to conduct search and destroy 
in the 506 Valley. On 23 March Co A thoroughly searched the southern NUl MIEU 
Area vic BR973696 in response to intelligence report of a suspected en~ CP 
at that location. The operation was conducted in coordination and cooperation 
with the 41st Regiment (ARVN) with neg!tive results. On 28 March the l/35th In­
fantry Battalion conducted CAT flights in coordination with 22d Arvn Division 
along the eastern Crescent and eastern NUI MIEU Area in coordination aDd cooper­
ation with the 40th Regiment (ARVN). 

(3) 2/35 Infantry Battalion continued OPCON 4th Infantry Division. 

(4) C Troop, 3/4 cavalry: Troop (-) continued OPCON 4th Infantry 
1 Division. let plat provided security for D,/65th Engineers road repair operations, 
road 5061 continued to provide security for LITTS airfield, and provided security 
for LZ UPLir"T during the hours of darkness. 

(5) D/65th Engineers continued ·to conduct road operations, road 506; 
road work was completed 31 March 1967. · 1 

yyy: 

3B 
3A 
3B 
3A 
3B 
3C 

(6) LRnP 

22 - 24 March 
2l ":" 30 J.tarch 
25 - 27 March 
27 - 30 March 
30- 31 March 

31 March 

f. Period 1 - 19 April 1967 

SURVEI!Jj\NCE OPERATIONS 

BR864769 
LZ SANTA 
BSS78782. 
BR888824 
CR005749 
BR873787 

(1) 1/14th Infantry Battalion continued to conduct search·and destroy­
operations and village search and clear operations in the SUOI CA Valley and ita 
western approaches and in the southern PHU MY Area in coordination with the 41st 
Regiment (ARVN). Assault plat on 020817 April conducted C~ vic BR915585 and 

. swept NE along the northern bank of the river, in coordination with Capital ROK 
Infantry Division sweep along southern banks of t~e river. 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report tor PERSHING 

.At 0910 hrs Vi~ BR9345B4 1 ~neley Kll.; at 1127 hrs Vic BR9.28585 1 enemy KIA, 
l enemy CL\/WIA, 1 eneJey Cll. On 041100 .ri.pril BN CP wae airlifted to LZ TIP. 
A/.2/J2 Cav was placed Wlder the OPCON ot 1/14 Infantry Battalion for daylight 
operationa 061530 April •. One scout section, lst plat C 3/4 C&valr;r was under the 
OPCON ot 1/JJ. Infant:ey Battalion 5-6 April and conducted s-weep operations along 
llJ Sll.M GIANG River with elements of the Battalion. let platoon (-) C j/4 Cavalr;r 
OPOON l/l4 Infantry Battalion 7-1.3 April conducted village s-weeps and search 
and destroy operations 'with elements of the Battalion. On 15 April, l/14 Infantry 
wae airlifted by G-1.30 aircraft to Chu lai, OPCON on arrival to 196th Light 
Intantey Brigade. 

(.2) l/35th Infantry Battalion continued to conduct search and 
destroy operations in the NUI MI.EU Mountains area and Crescent Area in coordination 
and cooperation 'with elements o! the 22d ARVN Division. Co B, on April, conducted 
Rumer and Anvil operations along the eastern Crescent beach Area. A 2/5 Cavaley 
OPOON l/JSth Infantry Battalion 1-2-~ril conducted search and destroy operations 
vic BR989751. D/l/5 Cavalry OPCON l/J5th Infantry &ttalion 2-4 April conducted 
search and destroy operations vic BR99.376o. Co A on 4 April established blocking 
positions vic BR9577 1n Coordination with a sweep to the south conducted by the 
let Battalion, 40th Regiment (ARVN). On 5 April the TAC CP and FSB waa inserted 

' at. 1Z ANCHOR. At 1955 hrs a large explosion occurred in the CP area which was 
estimated to be either a time or cOI!IIIaM detonated 250 pound bomb. Re8ults: 4 
US WHA. Co A on 6 April est~blished blocking positions vic BR96o920 to BR98.2913 
in coordination tU1d cooperation 'with the 4th Battalion, 40th Regiment (ARVN) 
operation to the north. On 11 April the TAC CP/FSB 'Wtl.S extracted to LZ UPUFT. 
On 19 April the l/,'35 Infantry Battalion deployed by air to the IE JEUNE AO. 

(.3) 2/35th. In!antry Battalion continued OPCON 4th Intantq Division 
until 4 April wben th& Battalion conducted a road march from base camp/Pleiku · 
to lZ HA!H)ND and was released !rom OPOON 4th Infantry Division upon closure. 
On 5 March the Battalion CP/FSB and Co A closed LZ .IWNI and the Battalion 
co~aenced search and destroy operations in lo-wer KIM SON Valley I suer CA Valley 
and adjoining hill masses. On 15 April the entire Battalion was airlifted by 
C7A and CH-47 aircraft to the IE J:EXJNE AO, OPCON on arrival to the 2d Brigade, 
let Cavaley Division. · 

(4) C Troop, J/4 Cavalry: Troop (-) contimled OPOON to 4th Intnntey 
Division. let platoon pron.ded security for LZ UPUFT during hours ot d.:u-lmess 
and provided security tor S/65th Engineers road repair operations, road 506~ 
during da7l.ight hours. During the period 5-8 April one scout section leS OPCON 
l/l4th In!antry Battalion. 1 Scout teaa provided security tor LZ UPUFT. · On 18 
April C Troop (-) conducted convoy movEIDent trom base cUip/ Pleiku to holding 
area vic Qui NMn, released !rom OPCON 4th Infantry Division upon closing 
area. 1st platoon on the same day conducted a road march !rom the PERSHING 
AO to Qui Nhon and re?erted to the control ot C Troop. The Troop commenced 
deployment by LST to the IE JEUNE AO on 20 April. 

(5) D/65th Engineers continued to improve defensive perimeter of 
LZ UPUFT. Deployment to the LE JEliNE AO by LST commenced on 18 April 1967. 

(6) I.RRP 

YYl:f. ~ SURVEILlANCE OPERATIONS 

JA 1-4 April BR85J596 
3B 1-2 April CR010750 
.3C l-2 April BR870798 
JB 7-8 April LZ SANTA 
JA 7-9 April LZ IWNI 
JC 7-8 April BR864774 
JC 9-llApril BR80261.2 
JD 9-11 April BRS50801 
JB 1.2-1.3 April IZ Si.NTA 
JC 12-1.3 April BR833618 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Heport for PERSHING 

12. (C) ,.D?<illJISTMTIVE 1-i:~'M'ERS: 

a. Logistics: 

(1) Supply: 

1 May 1967 

(a) No major supp~ problcc existed during Operation 
PERSHING. The 3d Brigade TF was supported with all classes of supplies 'by the 
forward Support Area. TF WRIGHT/HARTSELL of the l.st Logietical Conmland. Supply 
pointe to distribute class I, II, m and IV supplies were operated cy the 3d . 
Brigade TF traina area by forward support elements of the 3d Support Batt&11on, 
3d Brigade TF. 

(2) (U) Transportation: 

(a) The truck squads· continued to be utilized for line haul 
between the base of operation and the Forward Support Area. 

(b) An Air Force C?A was utilized daily to transport 
replacements, R&R, ETS, emergency leave, maU and critical supply items from 

·base camp to the Area ot Operation. C?A statistics: . . 

1 Sorties nown: 
~ Passengers: 
J. Cargo: 

454 
5,083 

181,623 lbs 

. (3) On lS February .3D Brigade TF moved from BRONCO BEACH by 
organic vehicle .30 km to LZ UPUFT. 

(4) (C) New F;quipment 

(a) The .3d Brigade TF has received all M16El Rifles to 
replace Hl4's Rifle and 90 per cent turn in of the M-14 1s has been completed. 

(b) 100 CAR 15 Submachine guns were received and issued to 
units in the 3d Brigade TF !or test and evaluation. 

Station: 2482 

(S) Medical 

(a) Number of patients treated b,y .3d Brigade TF clearing 

{6) 

(b) Number of disease cases: 2,133 

(e) Number of Battle casualties: 161 

(d) Number of non battle casualties: 

Statistics: 

(a) 

(b) 

{c) 

Class I: 

1 A Rations: 588,668 
~ C Rations: 152629 

Class III 

.1: Mogas 205,077 gal 
2 Diesel 154,572 gal 
l JP4 616,658 gal 

Class V 

4 40MM l3, 340 Rds 
2 8lliM HE 18,090 Hds 
j 4.2"HE 101 050 Rds 
/i 105MM HE 38,900 Rds 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report for PERSHOO 

b. Personnel 

(1) (C) Total m.DIIber of casualties 1\U'fered bf elements of 
the 3d Brigade TF during Operations PERSHOO were as follows c 

(a) UNIT 1/lA 1/J.> 2/35 'J/4 2/9 HHC D/65 

lilA 2 lO l" 3 1 

JWIA 22 50 2 .,. 6 1 9 

(b) Total 

1 m - 11 

l WI! .. 90 

13. (C) k!VIL AFI-'A~: 

a. Civil Atfairs/ Ps,yops activities during the reporting period 
(12 Februaey - 19 April 1967) continued thro'lagbout. the base ca111p area as -well 
as in the area of operations, the ~e SS section worked with M:1l1tacy 
Intelligence personnel, PSYOPS Team, MACV subsector personnel, National Pglice, 
GVN officials and Infantey units in support of tactical operations. 

b. GVN representatives accaapanied the Civil Affairs and PSYOtS 
Team Whenever possible, to insure Jlll!Jd.pn impact Cll1 inl!i.genous personnel. In 
1118J11 areas, this was the first exposure to the GVI for the people of the rural \ 
areas. 

c. Civil Affairs Area of operation was in the Binh Dinh Province 
(PHU CAT and PHU MI Districts). 

d. SUJIIII&l7: 

(1) Total HEDCAP Operations: 

(a) Sickcall: 4,648 Personnel treated 

(b) Dental Hygiene: 56 Personnel treated 

(c) Baths for Children 142 Chilc!ren bathed 

. \ 

(d) A doctor accompanied the CA/PSYOPS Terun on 19 operations 

(2) Public Works: 

(a) Playground set at DIEM TIEU refugee hamlet. 

(b) Well dug at DliM TIE.U refugee hamlet. 

{c) Market place (3 buildings) nt MY THO. 

(d) Highli9Y 506 from HOAI AN to Highway #1 was repaired 
by D/65th Engineers and opened to traffic 31 March 1967. 

(e) 50 rolls or concertina and 20 rolls of straight barbed 
wire were provided to PHU MY District tor the construction of hamlet defense in 
the Revolutionary Development program. 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action .Report for PERSHING 

(3) Publi~ Welfare: 

1 Mar 1967 

(a) 9i tons or captured rice were returned to district 
officials for redistribution. 

(b) 120 powlda or captured salt was cistributed. 

(c) The new market at MY THO hamlet in PHU MY clistrict was 
official11 opened on 8 April giving the people of Eastern PHU MY district a place 
to trade and improve their econamr. 

(4) Government and Education: 

(a) 2 village buletin boards hllve been erected at MY THO and 
LIIEM TIEU. 

&nd D!Dl TIID. 
(b) GVli flAgs were presented tQ the vi.llage chiefs of MI Til) 

(S) Refugee Assistance: 

(a) A total of 1.177 refugees were relocated trom areas· 
controlled br VC and NVA to refugee centers in FHU MY district. 

~) The following supplies and assistance w.s given to the 
refugees. 

m OOUNT 

' 
1 Rice 18,780 lbs \ 

\ 

~ Salt 120 lbs 

' l Clothing 3.30 lbs '• 
' 

it. Tobacco 24 ·~ \ 
2 Caney 725 bags 

~ Canned goods 1.44 cases 

1 Bread 1,069 loaves 

(c) iteme.rks: 

l Refugees in the PHU MY District suffered from many 
diseases, princi~ pneumonia, tuberculosie, and glaucoma. The children 
suffered fran Exczema. MEDCI.P missions were specitica~ arranged to help the 
newly located refugees. 

a The refugees problem in PHU MY District is consider8te, 
with approximately 20,000 presently in the centers. Only S2% of the heads of 
!'amilies were gain.t'Ul.ly emplcyed. The camps themselves are genreally overcrowed 
and lack tor sanitncy facilities. Efi'orts are being Jllllde by the US, ARVN and GVN 
agencies to alleviate the condition. 

(2) Psrchological Operations: 

(a) General: Psrehological Operations were used in the 3d 
Brigade TF in coordination with tactical operations to exploit weaknesses, 
demoralize, and inform en~ forces of US intentions. 
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SUBJ.E.CT: Combat Operations After Action Report for PERSHING 

(b) Ground loudspeaker missions were usee in coordination with 
battalion operations. . 

{c) Areial loudspeakers were utilized U-10 aircraft. 

(d) Operations: 

l Leaflets dropped 9,236,090 

~ Speaker time 104hrs 

J. Hoi Chanhs 29 

14. (C) COM!WIDER •s ANALYSI~: 

a. Lessone Learned: 

(1) !!!!= Stay behim ambuahes: 

lliSC:USSION: The eneuv :1.n the PERSHDG AO established a 
pattern of trailing us uhlts on search and destroy operations. When this pattern 
was discovered the companies began employing squad sized stay behind ambushes. 
This tactic has proved extreme~ successful. The ground CODJMrvler must care.ful.q 
seclect the area, p&11.Dg close attention to available co'ftr and concealmeDt. 

I 

OBSEaV,\TION: Unit coll.lllaJlders should encourage the use \ 
of stay behind ambushes, ana on uccaaion consider reversing his direction ot 
march and move back into an area alrea.d7 searched. 

(2) D'!!!,: Clearing ot defoliated areas: 

DISCUSSION: During Operation ~HDII numerous atteqrt;a 
-were made to burn a large di'i-wooded defoliated area b;r utiliJing air strikes 
(napallll.), WP grenades, artillery (WP), and dropping .5.5 gallon drums of napalm 
out of C847, then tr,yiDg to ignite it upon impact on the ground with tracer 
roun!a and thermite grenades from gunships. All attempts occurred during 1400 
-1800 hrs, the hottest and driest period ot the day; all attempts were 'lllliQc~e•l'»l. 

OBSERVATION: A successful eystem/;D' should be developed 
so as guidance can be given for successful accomplishment of clearing defoliated 
areas for tactical areial and ground observation. 

(.3) Im3: EneJey" snipers. 

DISCUSSION: It has been found that the VC employ snipers 
and booby traps concurrentq. Personnel attempting to maneuver against n sniper 
(s) have encountered booby traps SXId/or mines along trails, cuts in hedgepoovs 
and rice paddy dikes. 

OBSERVATION: When maneuvering against sniper fire, keep, 
maneuver elements off ot trails anc! obvious tpproaches into the area from which 
the fire is elii8Jlating. 

(4) ~ Field expedient night vision ai<!s. 

DISCUSSION: Quite often night operations require aids to 
assist the leader in maintaining control. At times illumination, reflectors and 
other .aA made items are not available. 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report for PERSHING 

OBSERVATION: Decaying bamboo has proven to contain a luminous sub­
stance. A small piece of this material placed on the back of the helmet assists 
in maintaining control during the hours of darlmess. 

(.5), · ~: ManeuVering while ta.king part in search and destroy operations. 

DISCUSSION: The guerrilla enemy very seldom stands & fights. In mat 
i.n81!ances he attempts to avoid contact by moving to one flank or the other. He 
also will follow a searching unit in order to avoid being being discovered. 

OBSERVATION: Frequent changes in direction to include doubling back 
has quite often enabl~ friendly units to engage eneii\1. who would have normally 
been passed by. · 

b. CoDmander 's Conanents: In Operation PERSHING the 3d Brigade 
TF1 in coordination with elements of the 22d ARVN Division, successful.ly · ··.'. ,. .. 

, accomplished its assigned mission of providiDg. close security protection 
in general support of revolutionacy develoJIIlellt (RD) operations by conducting 
reconnaissance and surveillance patrols and search and destro,y operations both in 
and around PHU MY area. Throughout the C?Peration,; an elusive but determined enemy 
repeated.J7 attempted to infiltrate the PHU MY area to disrupt liD and defeat_.,.ARVN:. 

·forces controlling the area, with the apparent ultimate goal of regaining ,.control 
of the population and vital rice harvests of the area. US and ARVN forces1 however 
made tremendous strides both ps,ychologicaJ.ly and tacticallf1 through the use of 
well planned and executed JSYOPS and Civil assistance programs, superior tire 
power, air and l.aDd mobility, and coordinated US/ARVN operations. As a result_, 
when the 3d Brigade TF left the PERSHING AO on 19 April 1967., the GVN movement 
in the PHU kY area had developed into a well established, progressive program. 

1 Inclosure 
AS 
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AVDc-c-c>P ].. May 1967 

SUBJECT: .Inclosure 1 (MAJOR CONTACTS, ..l March and '6 March 1967) ,... 
'Cpmbat · AtternA~tibn -aepo"rt for: FERsHJ:riD - • ·,. ·.. ·: ·, ' · · · ~ .-. .. • . :1 ·· ... . .. 

1. Battle of l March 67: 

a. Units involved:· Reconnaissance Platoon, lst Battalion, .35th Infantry 
and Co A1 lst Battalion, .35th Infantry. 

b. Mission: The Recon Platoon was on a search and destroy operation 
moving from east to west along the ridge line vic BR890775. Co A was on a 
search and destroy operation moving south on three axes vic BR877780. · 

c. Terrain: The terrain in the area was chara~terized by. a high ridge 
. line1 sparse.q vegetated in mst areas along the crest w.l.th deep, ·d~ -vegetated 

draws and underbrush between the crest and the low ground. 

d. E:nem;y: No lmown enemy units were reported in the area prior to the 
:- . fire fight. The enem;y has been lmown to use vegetated portions of the ridge for 

routes of movement from north to south. 

e~ · Synopsis of actions: 

(1) At 13.30 hours, 1 March, the Recon Platoon was moving frol)l ''east 
to west along the south side of the Crescent Ridge. Since the platoon 'Was south 
of the top of the ridge, the movement was characterized by traversing of cross 
compartments. The plAtoon was in a column with point and flank security. 

.. (2) At 1345 hours, the platooh.reached::-a stream beii··at•lBR889777.: 
The point man heard movement .on the higher ground to the west and then spotted 
several NVA. The point opened fire nnd the enemy returned the fire from prepared 
positions. The enemy had several automatic weapons and at least one machine gun. 

(.3) The platoon leader moved his platoon on line and maintained a 
heavy volume ef fire to the front. Attempts to flank the eneJey were fruitless 
since the ma~e gun (s) on higher ground preventeq movement out tram the cover 
of the rocks in the streambed. At this time the platoon was engaged at a range 
of 20 meters. 

{4) The platoon leader called for fire suppcrt. The battalion 
commander decided to use gunships for fire/support due to the close quarters 
fighting. Co A was ordered to move south and east as rapirl:cy as possible to 
cut off exf'iltration routes. The recon plat Wa.s placed OPCON to Co A. Blocking 
fires by artillery were fired for the area south of the contact (an area 
c~acterized by dense vegetation and a cliff). 

. (5) Gunships were employed (4 ships) to fire on the area of contact. 
The Recon Platoon Leader directed the fire to within twenty meters of his own 
troops. After the first two runs, the firing by the enell\Y failed to let up. 
Two more runs were mo.de and reduced the en~ I'Olume of fire. The Recon Plat 
continued to fire at the en~ throughout the period. 
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SUBJECT: Combat Alter AcUon Heport !or PERSHING 

(6) As the enemy fire <llildnished (1500 hrs) the Recon Plat 
attempted to ~ forward with some success. One enemy round hit a WP grenade 
carried 4ff a soldier's harness. The explosion killed one and wounded .). 

(7) The Recon Plat was ordered to hold its advance at 1515 since 
Co A was then 200-)00 meters ·~ closing in on three axes to link up at the 
contact area.. The artiller:y wns used to block extiltration to the south. 

(8) Contact was broken at appros:imately 15.30 hrs. 

(9) Results: 

a. US Losses: 3 KHA, 5 WHA 

b. Ene1111 losses: 7 NVA KIA, 

e.ptured: 2 AK-47, 2 SKS. 

2. Battle of Hoa Tan, 6 Karch 1967. 

a. Unit involved: 

Blue Team, l/9 C&valr;r 

Co A, 2/5 Ca vaJ.r:y 

Co A, l/35 Infantry 

Co B, l/35 Infantry 

Co c, l/35 Infantry 

Co B, 2/5 Cavalry 

Btry A, 2/9 Artillery (DS - l/35 Infantry) 

• 
b. Missions: fhe mission ot all units initially was search and 

destroy or security. C Troop, 1/9 CaV&l.ry was the support of the .3d Brigade 
TF, 25th Infantry Division. Co A 2/5 Cavalry was the security compaey at LZ 
tlf'U.r'T. Co A aM Co B, 1/35 Infantry -were conducting a vill.llge search ot Chua 
Trieu - Son (BH857943). Co c, l/.35th Intantey was OPCON to l/14th Infantry and 
conducting an operation in the Upper Suoi Ca Valley region. Co B, 2/5 Cavalry 
was located at LZ ENGUSH. A i.Jtry, 2/9 Arty was DS l/.35th Infantry at LZ UPLIFT. 

c. Terrain: The area of contact is charaeterized by flat rice 
paddies with palm groves and hedgerows around the villages. The vill.a.ge of 
Hoa T~ is surrounded by rice paddies, and .1\lrther to the north, west, anc! south 
by low hills. · 

d. Enemr:a No enemy forces were known to be in the contact area on 
6 March 1967. No previous contacts had been made in the Hoa Tan area. 

e. Synopsis of action: 

(l) At app~tely 0720 hours, 6 March 1967, a gunship, C 
Troop, l/9 Cavalry spotted a military age male standing near a bunker vic 
BR972879. The ~ehip landed to apprehend the VCS, received fire, and was forced 
to lAnd on l aand bar·at· DR9SOSeo. 

.. 
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report for PERSHIOO 

(2) The Blue Team, C/l/9 Cavaley was inserted at approximate~ 0735 
hours to develop the situation in the area o! contact, The platoon became 
heavily engaged with enemy in bunkers vic BR972879. (0830 - 0900 HOurs). 

· (3) One platoon, Co A, 2/5 Cavaley was airlifted to a blocld.ng poa-
ition on the hill vic BR970880 and touched dOlm at 10.30 hours, On landing the 
platoon received automatic weapons !ire a.nd BUttered one WIA. The platoon waa 
OPCON to C 1/9 Cavalry. 

(4) Co :.., 2/5 Cavalcy w.s alerted to send the remainder ot the 
comp.a.ey to the contact area at 1045 hours. The CO, l/35 Intantr;r waa alerttld to 
1110\'e Co A and Co B, l/35th Infantey !ran their village search operation to • 
encircle the Hoa Tan area and was directed to assume control of the area. 

(5) Co A, 2/5 CavaJ.r,' eaupleted ita move to the blocking position 
b7 approximate~ llJO hours. The Blue Team maintained sporatic contact throughout 
this period and several gunship strikes were called on the bunker positions in an 

· attempt to neutralise the enemy. 

(6) B7 llJO hours, Co A and Co B, !/.35th Intantr;y -were moving 
northea'*l. (by foot) to the contact area. Co A sent one platoon by groung to 
secure LZ ANCHOR (BR94285.3) so that A battery, 2/9 Al'tr could be displaced !rom -,, 
LZ uPUFT. The contact area was at IIIDJCimUm range for the 155MM Art7 Batter;y at 
LZ UPUFT. 

(7) Co B, l/3.5th Intant17 moved astride the road to a position vic 
BR9678751 Arriving at that location at JJOO hours. At that point, the ~ 
aplit into two col'UIIIDII with the let and 3d platoons maneuvering to the southeast, 
then north., into the area o! contact of the Blue Team. The ~minus, 
consisting of the 2d and 4th platooDB, preceeded towards the town ot Hoa Tan. 

(8) Co A, minus the platoon at LZ ANCHOR, moved through the saddle 
at BR952878 to occup,y blocking positions north and west of Hoa Tan along the high 
ground. The company's move would, in effect, seal off the area since Co A, 
2/5 Cavalcy had blocked to the north. 

(9) The CO., l/.35th Infantry assumed control of all forces in the 
area at apprOJd.mate~ l3.30 hours upon the COJii1~et1on of an air strike beillg 
conducted by CO, C/l/9 Cavah7, The Blue Team was extracted and placed on 
standby. 

(10) As elements of Co B, 1/);th Infantry advanced along the finger 
at BR974876, they came under heavy autol!l.!ltic weapons fire at approximately 1400 
hours. Gunships were used in support. 

(11) Co B (-} approached the town of Hoa Tan on two axes and initiated 
eontact with enemJ occup,y.ing bunkers, and spider holes, and trenches. To the east 
on the finger, the let and 3d platoons withdrew a short distance to call for 
additional gunship support from c/1/9 Cavaley. 

(12) As the afternoon progressed, the action of the lst and .3d platoons 
continued to be characterized by sporadic contact. The Company (-) became more 
heavily engaged within the village or Hoa Tan. The enemy positions were well 
concealed and· constructed. The eneJJV allowed some elements to pass and then 
came up from spider holes to !ire on US Troops form the rear. 
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SUBJ:i!.CT: Combat A:tter .:.ction Heport tor PERSHING 

(13) By 1600 hours the blocking force of Co A was in position 
and the 105 Battery (A/2/9) had closed LZ ANCHOR. The use of artilleq at that 
time however was not feasible in the contact area, Blocking fires were used to 
the North of Co A1 l/35th Infantry position. Gunahips from C Troop, l/9 Caw.l.ry 
and the ll9th Avn Co were ueed to give close support to Co B, l/35th Infantry. 

(14) At 1545 hours, Co C, l/35th Ini'antry was airlifted into LZ'• 
vic BRm9.)0 and moved south to blocldng positions along the ridge from BR960920 
southeast to BR977907. The COI!Iplley closed at duek. 

(15) Co B, 2/S Cavalry was airlitted into blocking positione 'ric 
BR9sa90Q, The Blue Team wa.a inserted at DR971900. These two units were placed 
Of'CON to l/35th Infantry on touobdown and were giving blocking missions,_ 

(16) At 1630 Hours, the B co~ Commander, l/35th In!antry 
was wounded and 1Ubsequent4' nacuated b7 the Battalion CO, The compan;y was still 
engagecl at close quarters in the fortified village and the use or eupporting 
tires •s hampered b7 the proximitY" or the fri~ troops and block1ng .forces. 
Accordi.zlc4', B Co m1.nua withdrew tGI positions &long the road east or the village 
so that additional caeualties could be evacuated and ammo resupply could be 
effected. The 1st and 3d platoons also 'Withdrew 100 meters south for the same 
reason. 

(17) Conttct •s broken at approx:!Ja&tely 1900 howa. Co B was 
ordereci to blocking ,POsitions - one at BR9'16l/76, the other at DR97S8'7S. lt this 
point, A Battery, 2/9 Artillecy began an intensive progrsm to neutralize the 
fortified village and block e•cape routes .. 

(18) T~ugbo1lt the night of b-7 March Artille17 was tired, At 
oeoo on 7 M&rcla, ai'ter e1x - battery ~lleys, B Co l/.3Sth Inrant17 attacked along 
the same axes IJld met o~ light resistance. Co A. l/3.5th Infantcy 1110ved to the 
low ground juet wst ot the village to attord better support, Co B, l/.35th 
Intantey cleared the town and began to police the battlefield. 

t. Resultss 

(l) ~ lDsses: 84 NVA KIA, .3 00, l RPG 2,1 RPD, 1 M-79, 
6 SKS, 3 AK-47's, 4 K-16, l US Carbine, 3 57MM RR rounds, 7 600M 1110rtar rounds, 
1 flare pistol, 28 grenades, mise packs, documents, and ammunition, 

(2) Documents recovered indicate the en~ unit was the 
9th Batt&lion, lath -NV! Regiment. It is believed at least two enemy companies 
were involved in the oottle. 

(.3) US Losses: 

Co D, l/35th In!ant17 - 3 KHA, 10 WHA 

A Dtry, 2/9 Arty - 1 KHA 

C Troop, 1/9 Cavalry - 1 KHA, 5 WHA. 

A Co, 2/S Cavalry - 3 WHA 

g, Co11111ents: This battle is typical o! actions in fortified 
villages. Both the Blue Team and Co B, l/35th Infantry were engaged in close 
quarters. The battle area was encircled to prevent escape, In this action, ho\;'­
ever the CompaJV 'Withdrew periodically to utilize gunship and air support. Art­
illery when available after the displacement, wu employed to the maximum extent 
possible to "soften" up the village. By chance, Co D1 l./.35th Ini'antry was wearing 
armored vesta on 6 March a .fact which saved at least five lives. This is a good 
example or the "halmner and anvil n techniques. 
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At 0910 hrs Vic BR9345S4 1 enel!\V KIA; at 1127 hrs vic BR928585 1 enel!\V KIA, 
1 eneJl\'f CIA/WJ.A, 1 enenzy- CIA. On 041100 April BN CP was airlifted to LZ TIP. 
A/2/12 cav was placed under the OPCON of 1/14 Infantry Battalion for daylight 
operations 061530 April •. One scout section, let plat C 3/4 C&valr,y was under the 
OPCON of.l/14 Infantry Battalion 5-6 April and conducted sweep operations along · 
llJ SliM GIANG River with elements of the Battalion, 1st platoon (-) C '3/4 Cavalry 
OPCON 1/14 Infantry Battalion 7-JJ . April conducted village sweeps and sear.ch 
and destroy operations with elements of the Battalion. On 15 April, 1/14 Infantry 
was airlifted by C-130 aircraft to Chu lai1 OPCON on arrival to 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade, 

· (2) l/35th Infantry Battalion continued to conduct search and 
destroy operations in the NUI MIEU Mountains area and Crescent Area ·1n coordination 
and cooperation with elements of the 22d ARVN Division, Co B, on April, conducted 
Hammer and Anvil operations along the eastern Crescent beach Area, A 2/5 Cavalry 
OPOON l/35th Infantry Battalion 1-2 A~ril conducted search and destroy operations 
vic BR989751. D/1/5 Cavalry OPCON l/35th Info.ntry 13attalion 2-4 April conducted 
search and destroy operations vic BR993760. Co A on 4 April established blocking 
positions vic BR9577 in Coordination with a sweep to the south conducted by the 
let Battalion, 40th Regiment (ARVN). On 5 April the TAC CP and FSB was inserted 

' at. LZ ANCHOR. At 1955 hrs a large explosion occurred in the CP area. which was 
estimated to be either a time or cOJJII'llr'l!ld detonated 250 pound bomb. Results:" 4 
US WHA, Co A on 6 April established blocking positions vic BR960920 to BR982913 
in coordination and cooperation with the 4th Battalion, 40th Regiment (ARVN) 
operation to the north. On 11 April the TAC CP/FSB was extracted to LZ UPUFT. 
On 19 April the 1/,S Infantry Battalion deployed by air to the LE JEUNE AO. 

(3) 2/35t~ Infantry Battalion continued OPCON 4th Infant~ Division 
until 4 April when the Battalion conducted a road march from base campjPleiku · 
to LZ HAMMOND and was released from OPCON 4th Infantry Division upon closure, 
On 5 March the Battalion CP/FSB and Co A closed LZ .ILLINI and the Battalion 
commenced search and destroy operations in lower KIM SON Valley, SUOI CA Valley 
and adjoining hill masses, On 15 April the entire Battalion was airlifted by 
C7A and CH-47 aircraft to the LE JEUNE AO, OPCON on arrival to the 2d Brigade, 
1st Cavalry Division. · 

(4) C Troop~ J/4 Cavalry: Troop (-) continued OPCON to 4th Infnntry 
'Division. lst platoon proV1ded security for LZ UPLIFT during hours of darkness 
and provided security for S/65th Engineers road repair operations, road 506~ 
during daylight hours. During the period 5-8 April one scout section was OPCON 
l/l4th Infantr.y Battalion. 1· Scout team provided security for LZ UPUFT. ·On 18 
April C Troop (-) conducted convoy movement from base camp/ Pleiku to holding · 
area vic Qui Nhon, released from OPCON 4th Infantr.y Division upon closing 
area, 1st platoon on the same day conducted a road mo.rch from . the PERSHING 
AO to Qui Nhon and reverted to the control of C Troop. The Troop commenced 
deployment by LST to the LE JEUNE AO on 20 April. 

(5) D/65th Engineers continued to improve defensive perimeter of 
LZ UPLIFT. Deployment to the LE JE.UNE AO by LST conunenced on 18 April 1967. 

(6) LRRP 

~ ~ SURVEILLANCE OPr:RATIONS 

3A 1-4 April· BR853596 
3B 1-2 April CR010750 
3C 1-2 April BR870798 
3B 7-8 April LZ SANTA 
3A 7-9 April LZ IWNI 
3C 7•8 April BRS64774 
JC 9-11 April BH0026l2 
3D 9-11 April BRS50SOl 
JB 12-13 April IZ SANTA 
3C 12-1.3 April BRS33618 
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12. (C) rmHINISTRhTIVE MATTERS: 

a. Logistics: 

(1) Supply: 

(a) No major supp~ problem existed during Operation 
PERSHING. The 3d Brigade TF was supported with all classes of supplies by the 
Forward Support .Area. · TF WRIGHT/HARTSELL of the 1st Logistical Command, Supply 
points to distribute class I 1 II, III and IV supplies were operated by the 3d. 
Brigade TF trains area by forward support elements of the 3d Support Battalion, 
3d Brigade TF. 

(2) (U) Transportation: . 
' 

(a) The truck squads· continued to be -utilized for line haul 
between the base of operation and the Forward Support Area. 

(b) An Air Force C7A was utilized daily to transport 
replacements, R&R1 ETS, emergency. leave, mail and critical supply items fro111 

· base camp to the Area of Operation. C7A statistics: 

l Sorties Flown: 
:g: Passengers: 
.1 Cargo: 

454 
5,08.3 

1811 62.3 lbs 

.· 

(3) On 15 February 3D Brigade TF moved from BRONCO BEACH by 
organic vehicle 30 krn to LZ UPLIFT, 

(4) (C) New ~quipment 

(a) The 3d Brigade TF has received all M16El Rifles ~o 
replace Ml4's Rifle and 90 per cent turn in of the M-14's has been completed. 

(b) 100 CAR 15 Submachine guns were received and issued to 
units in the 3d Brigade TF for test and evaluation. 

(5) Medical 

Station: 2482 · 

(6) 

(a) Number of patients treated by 3d Brigade TF clearing 

(b) Number of disease cases: 21 133 

(c) Number of Battle casualties: 161 

(d) Number of non battle casualties: 213 · 

Statistics: 

(a) Class I: 

1 A Rations: 588,668 
~ C Hations: 152629 

(b) Class III 

! Mogas 2051 077 gal 
2 Diesel 154,572 gal 
l JP4 616,658 gal .... 

(c) Class V 

4 40MM 13,340 Rds 
2 81MM HE 18,090 Rds 
l 4,211 HE 101 050 Rds 
it 105MM HE 38,900 Rds 

,...,... . 

·-------------------'-~--"-----;;.-., -:-. --:---------·-·--------··--··-·-· 

:-~,., ~t:cti\~ii:o· ·· · ·::-'" 
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b. Personnel 

(1) (C) Total number of casualties s~fered by elements of 
.the )d Brigade TF during Operations PERSHING were as follows: 

(a) UNIT l/14 1/35 2/35 3/4 2/9 -HHC D/65 

!KIA 2 10 1' ) 1 ... 

! WIA 22 50 2 "'!' 6 1 9 

(b) Total 

1 KIA - l? -
.,g W1A. .... 90 

13. (C) l;iiVIL AFFA;ms: \ 
\ 

. a •. Civil Affairs/ Ps)"ops activities during the reporting period 
(12: February - 19 April 1967) continued throughout the base ce.mp area as well 
as in the nrea of operations, TheBrieade 55 section worked wit~ Military 
Intelligence personnel, PSYOPS Team, MACV subsector personnel, National Police, 
GVN officials and Infantry units in support of tactical operations. 

b. GVN representatives accompanied the Civil Affairs and PSYO'S 
Team Whenever possible, to insure Dk~ impact on inuigenous personnel. In 
m.any areas, this was the first exposure to the GVN for the people of the rural 
areas. \ 

c. Civil Affairs Area of operation was in the 8inh Dinh Province 
(PHU CJ\.T and PHU MY Districts). 

d. Summary: 

(1) Total ~lliDCAP Operations: 

(a) Sickcall: 4,648 Personnel treated 

(b) Dental Hygiene: 56 Personnel treated 

(c) Baths for Children 142 Children bathed 

\ 
• I 

(d) A doctor accompanied the CA/PSYOPS Team on 19 operations 

(2) Public Works: 

(a) Playground set at DIEM TIEU refugee hamlet. 

(b) Well dug at DIEM TIF.;u refugee hamlet .• 

{c) Market place (J buildings) nt MY THO. 

(d) Highway 506 from HOAI :AN to Highway #1 was repaired · 
by D/65th Engineers and opened to traffic 31 March 1967. 

{e) 50 rolls of concertina and 20 rolls of straight barbed 
wire were provided to PHU MY District for the construction of hamlet defense in 
the Revolutionary Development program. 
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(3) Publi~ Welfare: 

(a) 9! tons of captured rice .were returned to district 
officials for redistribution. 

(b) 120 pounds of captured salt was distributed. 

(c) The new market at MY THO hamlet in PHU MY district was 
officially opened on 8 April giving the people of Eastern PHU MY district a place 
to trade and improve their economy. 

{4) Government and Education: .. 
(a) 2 village buletin boards have been erected at MY THO and 

DIEM TIEU. 

(b) GVN flo.gs were presented to the village chiefs of MY THO 
and DIFM TIEU. 

(5) Refugee Assistance: 

(a) A total of 1.177 refugees were relocated from areas· 
controlled by VC and NVA to refugee centers in FHU ~cr district. 

0•) The .following supplies and. assistance was given to the 
re.fugees. 

.l:m AMOUNT 

! Rice 181 780 lbs 

2 Salt 120 lbs -
.l Clothing 330 lbs 

li Tobacco 24 ~t. 

.2. · Candy 725 bags 

.2 Canned goods 144 cases 

1 Bread 1,069 loaves 

(c) Hemarks: 

! Refugees in the PHU MY District suffered .from many 
diseases, principallf pneumonia, tuberculosis, and glaucoma. The children 
suffered from Exczema. MEDCf~ missions were specifically arranged to help the 
new~ located re.fugees.· 

~ The refugees problem in PHU MY District is considerate, 
with approximate~ 20,000 presently in the centers. Onlf 52% of the heads of 
families were gaintul.ly employed. The camps themselves are genreally overcrowded 
and lack .for sanitncy facilities •. Efforts are being made by the US, ARVN and GVN 
agencies to alleviate the condition. 

(2). Psychological Operations: 

(a) General: Ps,yeh0logical Operntions were used in the 3d 
Brigade TF in coordination with tactiqal operations to exploit weaknesses, 
'demoralize, and in.fonn ene!ey' .forces or us intentions. 
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(b) Ground loudspeaker missions were used in coordination with 
battalion operations. · 

(c) Areial loudspeakers were utilized U-10 aircraft. 

(d) Operations: 

! Leaflets dropped 9,236,090 

~ Speaker time 104 hrs 

l Hoi Chanhs 29 

14. (C) COMMANDER •s ANALYSIS: 

a. Lessons Learned: 

(1) !!!!_: Stay behind ambushes: 

DISCUSSION; The enemf in the PERSHING AO established a 
pattern of trailing US Ubits on search and destroy operations. When this pattern 
was discovered the companies began employing squad sized stay behind ambushes. 
This tactic has proved extremelf successful. The ground commander must caretu~ 
aeclect the area, paying close attention to available cover and concealment. . . 

\ 
\ 

OBSERV,\TION: Unit commanclers should encourage the use \ 
·of stay behind ambushes, and on occasion consider reversing his direction of 
march and move back into an area alreaqy searched. 

(2) ~~ Clearing of defoliated areas; 

DISCUSSION: During Operation PERSHING numerous attempts 
were made to burn a llige dry-wooded defoliated area by uti.lizing air strikes 

.. (napalm) 1 WP grenades, artillery, (WP), and dropping 55 gallon drums of napalm 
out of CH47, then trying to ignite it upon impact on the ground with tracer 
rounds and thermite grenades from gunships. Ali attempts occurred c!uring 1400 
-1800 hrs, the hottest and driest period of the day; all attempts were 'IZSUcc.esal'»l.· 

OBSERVATION: A successful system/~P should be developed 
so as guidance can be given for successful accomplishment of clearing defoliated 
areas for tactical areial and ground observation.. · 

(3) ~: Enenw snipers. 

DISCUSSION: It has been found that the VC employ snipers 
and booby traps concurrentlr. Personnel attempting to maneuver against a sniper 
(e) have encountered booby traps and/or mines along trails, cuts in hedgeg.rows 
and rice paddy dikes. 

OBSERVATION: When maneuvering against sniper fir~, keep\, 
maneuver elements off ·of trails and obvious fpproaches into the area from which 
the fire is emanating. 

(4) ITEM Field expedient night vision aids •.. ··. 

""' . DISCUSSION: Quite often night operations require aids to '-.... 
assist the leader in maintaining control. At times illumination, reflectors and 
other ~made items are not available. 
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combat assault at BH854603; establlshed·a. blocking force as elements of the 41st 
!lRYN Regiment swnpt SW. · . . 

. (2) l/35th Infantry Battalion: Recon platoon on l March condu~ted. · 
search and destroy operations from BR901765 in a northerly direction along eastern 
edge of 506 Valley. · At 1403 hrs at BR8867751 Recon platoon contacted unknown . 
size en~ force. Results: 7 NVA KlA, 4 small arms captured (2AK-47 ,2AKS), and 

· 3 US KIA, and 5 US WIA. ·On 4 March 1967 l/35th Infantry Battalion initiated . 
Operation 11 CHECHMATE 11 conducting search and destroy ·operations in the western and 
northern Crescent Area. A/2/5 Cavalry helilii'ted tn .LZ UPLIFT 0516o5 Mal'ch, OPCON 
l/35th Infantry Battalion to provide security LZ li:?:~·.a:i'l'. Co B on 061446 March at . 
BR9688a:l became heavi~ ;-engaged with an unknown si~~.J •.memy force in fortified 
positions. ·The contact resulted in the commitment o:f .3 companies and one cavalry· ··-· 
Blue Team. Res\llts: 84 enenzy- KIA; 5 crew-served, (.3L:vl:J., 1 RPG-2, 1 RPG), 15 small 
arms we.apons CIA (1 M-791 6 SKS1 3 AK-47, 4 M-16, l US Carbine), US losses 5 KIA, . 
18 WIA.. Operation "CHECKMATE" terminated 09lll0 M.:.\rcha . . . . 

(3) 2/35th Infantry Battalion continued OPCON 4th Infantry Division. 

(4) C Troop, 3/4 Cavalry: Troop (-) continued OPCON 4th Infantry 
Division. lst platoon provided security of LZ UPLIFT during the hours of darlaless. 
nuring daylight·hours the 1st plat conducted cl~aring operations along Highway 1, 
provided security force tor LI~TS airfield, and provided· security for engineer . 
for road repair operations, road 506. On 6 March 5 APC's the let platoon provided 
security at LZ ANCHOR (BR940849) for the l/35th.Infantry Battalion forward CP.and 
A/2/9 Artillery· FSB.. On 080715 Harch an APC of the let platoon C/3/4 Cavalry hit 
a mine on Highway 1 vic BR923825 ~ Results: 3 US KIA, APC destroyed (2 WIA -

. D/65th Engineers), On 090845 March, at vic BR926823 located a mine (2 - l05mr.n . 
artillery shells) on Highway 1 road clearing operations. Results: mine destr.oyed. 

YYY! 
3B. 
.3B 
3A 

(5) IRRP 

DATE -
1 March 

2:-6 Mnrch 
7.,9 March 

SURVEILLANCE OPERATIONS 

BR735654 
BR732648 
BR798594 

(6) Remark: On 0409.30 March persistant CS agent was·dispersed to 
cause the enemf to be canalized into an area of surveillance for LRRP 3A. 

d, Period 10 - 20 March 1967 

· (1) 1/14 Infantry Battalion continued·to conduct search and destroy 
operations in IRON TRIANGLE area (center of mass BR7975) 1 lower SUO! CA Valley · 
and its western approaches, and the lower KIM SON Valley. On 141100 hrs Co A 
and recon platoon· reacted to an intelligence report of a suspected enemr· CP . 
located BR793612. Recon plat C/A and Co A conducted 3 pronged envelopment of the 
objective; negitave results for the operation, At 201121 MarcH vic BR800572, Co 
C engaged an unknown size eneley' force. Results: 2 VC KIA, 5 VC WIA/CIA, . 

(2) l/35th Infantry Battalion c'onducted search and destroy operations. 
in 506 Valley and adjoining hill masses with two companies. One company provided· · 
security for engr road repair operations, ro~d 506 and provided security for LZ 
UPLIFT. On l2 March three companies conducted combat assaults into the western 
Crescent area to act as a screening force for possible ene~ infiltration west 
from area of contact in 2d. Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division's (Airmobile) AO. · 

.. Three companies and C l/9 Cavalr,y Blue team conducted cordon and search operations 
throughout the·western Crescent a~ea. l/35th Infantry Battalion(-) consisting of 
the Battalion Forward CP and Companies B and C were placed under the OPCON of 2d 
Bde, let Air Cavalr,y Division (Airmobile) effective 121600 March, then released 
from the OPCON of 2d Brigade' 1st Air Cavalry Division (Ainnobile) effective 
131200 March. A/1/7 Cavalry wa~ OPCON to the l/35th Infantry Battalion during 
the.period 12-16 March with the mission of providing security for LZ UPLIFT and 
providing security for D/65th Engineers road repair operations, road 506. On 16 
March Co C conducted search and destroy operations along the western side of the 
NUI MIEU Mountain in coordination and cooperation with the 41st Regiment (ARVN), 
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(6) A:tJ the enell\Y fire diminished (lSOO hrs) the Recon Plat 
attempted to ~e forward with some· success. One en~ round hit ~ WP grenade 
carried 4tf a soldier 1s harness.. The explosion killed one and woundec. .3. 

(7) The Recon Plat was ordered to hold its advance at .1515 since 
Co A was then 2~300 meters away closing in on three axes to link up at the 
contact area. The artillery wns used to block exfiltration to the south. 

(8) Conta~t was broken at approsimately 15.30 hrs. 

(9) Results: 

a. US Losses: 3 KHA1. 5 WHA 

b. Enemy losses: 7 NVA KIA~ 

Qaptured: 2 AK-47, 2 SKS. 

2.. Battle of Hoa Tan., 6 March 1967. 

a. Unit involved: 

Blue Team, 1/9 Cavalry 

Co A, 2/5 Cavalry 

Co A, 1/.35 Infantry 

Co B, 1/35 Infantry 

Co c., 1/.35 Infantry 

Co B, 2/5 Cavalry 

Btry A, 2/9 Artillery (DS - l/.35 Infantry) 

• 
b. Missions: fhe mission of all units initially was search and 

destroy or security. C Troop, 1/9 Cavalry was the support of the .3d Brigade 
TF, 25th Infantry Division. Co A 2/5 Cavalry was the security company at LZ 
UPLU'T. Co A a!ld Co B1 1/.35 Infantry were conducting a village search of Chua 
Trieu - Son (13H85794.3). Co c, l/'J5th Infantey was OPCON to i/14th Infantry and 
conducting an operation in the Upper Suoi Ca. Valley region. Co B, 2/5 Cavalry 
was located at IZ ENGLISH. A Utry, 2/9 Arty was DS l/'J5th Infantry at LZ UPLIFT. 

c. Terrain: The area of contact is charaoteriz.ed by flat rice 
paddies with palJn groves and hedgerows around the villages. The village of \ 
Hoa T~ is surrounded by rice paddies, and fUrther to the north, west, and sout~ 

· by low hills. ""-

d. Enemr:: No en~ forces were known to be in the contact area on 
6 March 1967. No previous contacts had been made in the Hoa Tan area. 

e. Synopsis of action: 

(l) At app•oximately 0720 hours, 6 March 1967, a gunship, C 
Troop, 1/9 Cavalry spotted a military age male standing near a bunker vic 
BR972879. The g~ship landed to apprehend the VCS, received fire, and was forced 
to land on l· eand bar ·at· DR9SOSeo. 

. . ., 
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(2) The Blue Team, C/1/9 Cavalry was inserted at appro~tely 0735 
hours to develop the situation in the area of contact. The platoon became 
heavily engaged with enq' in bunkers vic BR972S79. ( 0830 - Q9QC) Hours). 

· · (3) One platoon, Co A1 2/5 Cavalry .was airlifted to a blocking pos-
i tion on the hill vic BR9708SO and touched down. at 1030 hours. On landing the 
platoon receiVed automatic weapons fire and suffered one WIA. The platoon waa 
OPCON to C 1/9 Cavaley' • 

(4) Co A, 2/5 Cavalry was alerted to send the remainder of the 
company to the contact area at 1045 hours. The CO, 1/35 Infantry was alerted to 
move Co A and Co B, l/.35th Infantry from their vill.a.ge search operation to , . 
encircle the Hoa Tan area and was directed to assume control of the area. 

(S) Co A, 2/5 Cavalry completed its move to the blocking position 
by approx:i.mately 1130 hours. The Blue Team maintained sporatic contact throughout 
this period and several gunship etrikes were called on the bunker positions in an 

·. attempt to neutralize the enq'. 

( 6) B;y lJJO hours, Co A and Co B, l/35th Infantry were moving 
northea• (by foot) to the contact area. Co A sent one platoon by groung to 
secure LZ ANCHOR (BR942853) so that A battery, 2/9 Artr could be displaced from ·,\ 
LZ UPLIFT. The contact area was at maximum range for the 155~1 Arty Battery at 
LZ UPLII<'T. 

(7) Co B, l/35th Infantry moved astride the road to a position vic 
BR9678751 Arriving at that location at 1300 hours. At that point, the company 
split into two columns with the 1st and 3d platoons maneuvering to the southeast, 
then north, into the area of contact of the Blue Team. The Company minus, 
consisting of the 2d and 4th platoons, preceeded towards the town of Hoa Tan. 

(8) Co A, minus the platoon at LZ ANCHOR, moved through the saddle. 
at BR952878 to occupy blocking positions north and west of Hoa Tan along the high 
ground. The company'e move would, in effect, seal off the area since Co A, 
2/5 Cava~ had blocked to the north. 

(9) The co, l/35th Infantry assumed control of all forces in the 
area at approximate~ 1330 hours upon the comp~etion of an air strike being 
conducted by . co, C/1/9 Cavalry. The Blue Team was extracted and placed on 
standby. 

(10) As elements of Co B, l/)5th Infantry advanced along the finger 
at BR974S76, 'they came under heavy automatic weapons fire at approximately 1400 
hours. Gunships ·were used in support. 

(11) Co B (-) approached the town of Hoa Tan on two axes and initiated 
contact with enem, occup,v.ing bunkers, and spider holes, and trenches. To the east 
on the finger, the let and 3d platoons withdrew a short distance to call for 
additional gunship support from r:/1/9 Caval.rr. 

(12) As the afternoon progressed, the action of the let and 3d piatoo~s 
continued to be characterized by sporadic contact. The Company (-) became . more 
heavily engaged within the village of Hoa Tari~ The enemf positions were well 
concealed and· constructed. The enq' allowed some elements to pass and then 
came up from spider holes to fire on US Troops for-m the rear. 

27 

CCNFtDeNTIA~ .. 

·t 



C'ONFID·fNT!A·L 
A VDc-c-oF l March 1967 

SUBJ1CT: Combat After Action Heport for PERSHING 

(13) By 1600 hours the blocking force of Co A was in position 
and the 105 Battery (A/2/9) had closed LZ.ANCHOR. The use of artillery at that 
time however was not feasible in the contact area. Blockin8 fires were used to 
the North of Co A,l/35th Infantry position. Gunships from C Troop, l/9 Cavalr,r 
and the ll9th Avn Co were used to give close support to Co B, 1/35th Infantry. 

(14) At 1545 hours, Co C, l/35th Infantry was airlifted into LZ'• 
vic BR977930 and moved south to blocking positions along the ridge from BR960920 
southeast to BR977907. The compan1 closed at dusk. 

(15) Co B1 2/5 cavalry was airlii'ted into blocking positions vic 
BR9.58900. The Blue Team was inserted at DR971900. These two units were placed 
Ol'CON to l/35th Infantry on touchdow and were giving blocking missions., 

(16) At 1630 Hours, the B company Commander, 1/35th Infantry 
was wounded and subsequently evacuated by the Battalion co. The company was still 
engaged at close quarters in the forti!ied village and the use of supporting 
fires was hampered by the proximity of the friendly troops and blocking fore~s •. 
Accordingly, B Co minus withdrew to positions along the road east of the village 
so that additional casualties could be evacuated and ammo resupply could be 
effected. The 1st and 3d platoons also withdrew 100 meters south for the same 
reason •. 

(17) Contict was broken at approximately 1900 hours. Co B was 
ordered to blocking~sitions- one at DR976876, the other at DR975875. lt this 
point, A Battery, 2/9 Artillery began an intensive pro~ to neutralize the 
fortified village and block e~cape routes. 

(18) Throughout the night of 6-7 March Artillery was fired. At 
0800 on 7 March, ai't,er six - battery volleys, B Co l/35th Infantry attacked along 
the same axes and met only light resistance. Co A. l/35th Infantry moved to the 
low ground just west of the village to afford better support. Co B, l/35th 
Infantcy cleared the town and began to police the battlefield. 

f. Results: 

(1) En~ losses: 84 NVA KIA, .3 I.MG, l RPG 2,1 RPD, 1 M-79, 
6 SKS, 3 AK-47's, 4 M-16, 1 US Carbine, 3 57MM RR rounds, 7 60MM mortar rounds, 
1 flare pistol, 28 grenades, mise packs, documents, and ammunition. · 

(2) Documents recovered indicate the enemy unit was the 
9th Battalion, lath -NV! Regiment~ It is believed a.t least two eneJcy" companies 
were involved in the battle. \ 

(3). US Losses: 

Co D, l/35th Infantry - 3 KHA, 10 WHA 

A Btry 1 2/9 Arty - 1 KHA 

C Troop, 1/9 Cavalry - 1 KHA, 5 WHA 

A Co, 2/S cavalry - 3 WHA 

g. Comments: This battle is typical of actions iri fortified 
.. villages.. Both the Blue Team and Co B, l/35th Infantry were . engaged in close 

quarters. The battle area was encircled to prevent escape. In this action, how­
ever the comp~ withdrew periodically to utilize gunship and air support. Art­
illecy when available after the displacement, was employed to the max:I..Jm.Dn extent 
possible to 11 soften11 up the village. By chance, Co D, l/35th Infantry was wearing 
ar.mored vests on 6 March a fact which saved at least five lives. This is a good 
example of the "hammer and anvil" techniques. 
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