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‘ ‘ (b) Assume contrel of the 2/35 Ini‘antry and relieve
24 Bde,. lat Cavalry Divisien (AM) of the 1IE JEUNE AO responsibi]ities and
missims on 19 April 1967, _

(c) Upm relief of 2d Bﬁ.gadet -

' 1 Condut search and desw oparatima in the
. DUC PHO Avea to provide Security for base dmlopmnt and clear the DIC
FHO Area of enenv forces,

. 2 Provide security for cmatmc'don of czm camnps,
sea LOC Terminal and road leading thereto. A

3 Provide security for nm-divisimal eng:lneer
battilien to- conatruct '6-130 airfield and i.mprove roads in the nm FHO.
Area, : .

L Be prepared to provide reserve/rea.ction forces
for m]:letha:lntmemn’& of RF, FF, CIDG Camps, and District Headquarters
in BA TO and ‘DUC PHO Districts, -

- : "S Be prepared to come under operatimal cmtrol
of TF OREGON on order. : ‘

'rhe mission in Operatimmm was to assuma reapan-
sibility within the DUC PHO ucu fors - _

(a) Offensive and defensive operatioms desi@ed to
locate and destroy NVA wnits, mein forée units, local force units, and
guamna and Viet Cong inﬁastmcimre. v

(®) Support of Revoluticnary Developmemt.

- {¢) Counter j.nfiltraﬁm opcratios in the coe.atal
areas within the TACR,

(a) Conduct of psychological operatiom in supporb
of taotioal operatims and Revolutionary Developments

' . (e) Conduit of offensive and recommaissance OpeTas.
tians wiﬂxin the TACR, cooxﬂimting as appropriate with ¢G, 24 ARVN
Diviaimo

’ (f) Conduct or of fensive operations outaide of o1 ]
‘ PHOTAmasdimctedorapprmdbyCG, TF CREGN,

2' :
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(2) Defend and/or participate in‘the defensé of other
® and GVN eritical :lnstallations as directed by m, TF (REG(Ne

' (h) As directed by CG, TF OREOON, and-in coordinatiom
, with appropriate GVN provincial and distr.tct authorities, assist in the
training of and render support to GVN regional and popular forcese

*‘ (1) Be prepared, on a quick reaction basis when Mt.- B
to relieve and/or reinforce CIDG Camps at BA 7O -
(35558327) GIA 379270), TRA BONG “(BS31,5862), HA THANH (BS38670k),
MINH IONG (BSB)1525), and KHAM DUC (ZC005080). 3d Brigade TF had prie
mary responsibility fer BA TO and GIA vm, socondary respmsibility for
the latter four camps,. ,

(3) Be prepared on 12 hour notice, to provide one

reinforced 1n:tantry battalion for employment-anywhere in Scuth Vietnam,
Be.prepared on an additional 12 hours noticeé, to deploy the remainder of

the 34 Brigade TF anywhere in South Vietnam,
be Operatiomal area (See Inclosure L)

(1) The area designated for Operation THAYER II included
the SUOL‘CA Valley (center of mass BRB0SS) and adjoining hillmasses to-
the east, west, and north The area encompassed apprmdmtely 220 sqﬁa.re
miles,

(2) The area designated for meratian PERSHING included
the THAYER II AO plus the 506 Vallsy (center of mass BR8490), the NUT
MIEU Aréa (center of mass CRO175), the CRESCENT Area (center of mass
BR9582), the CAY GIEP Atea (center of mass BR$593) and the PHU MY valley
(center of mass BR9065). The area enccupassed appraximately 520 square
miles,

(3) The area designatad for Operation IE JEUNE and
" Operation BAKER encompassed the mejority of DUC FHO District, Quarng
Ngai Province, covering an area of approximately 155 square milese

Ce Comtrols

(1) The 3d Brigade Task Force was under operational cofie
trol of the 1st Cavalry Divisien (Airmobile) for Operatioms THAYER II,
FERSATNG and IE JEUNE during the period I February 1967 -221200Apr11
1967, On 221200 April 1967 upon the initiation of operation BAKER the
3d Brigade TF was under the operational control of TF OREGON and cone °
tinved in ﬂmt status throughout the remainder of the reporting periode

‘ ‘Task Organization: Throughout the reporting period many
' unit.s ware placed under tempory cperationa.‘l cantrol of the 34 Brigade a
3
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TF for varying periods of time, The principal units of the 3d Brigade
TF with commatiderst names and dates of command and the major support:lng
and operational control un:lts are as follawss

Headquarters, 3d Brigade Task Force ’ 25‘bh Infantry Divisim
CO:umel James G, Shanahan

Tieutenant Colonel R B{ Gilbertsmn nepd:y Cmmander,.
1 March « 30 & 19674

..-d8b. Batmhm,ggmm__.- e

I.ieutenant Colonel William He m‘llar

1st Battalien, 35th Infantry ° . "
Iieutenant Colonel Rebert C, K:Lngstcn, I Feb - 8 Feb 67
mjor James Ee Moore, 8 Feb = 30 April 1967 -

'2d Battalion, 35th Infantry -
Iieutenant Colonel Clinton E, Granger, Jre

’ 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery

meutenant Cdenel. Bruce Holbrook

C Troop, 3d Squadrén, 4th Cavalry
Captain Joln P, Irving, III

3d Support Battalion (Prcvia:l.mal)
. Major Andrew H; Housand 1 « 18!’ebrnary1967
Major Roberb Re Rtrbledge 18 February 30 April 1967

Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion
- Captain Arthur Je Pansze Jre

LOth Infantry Flatoon (Scout Dog)
First Lieutenant Robert w. Thackoray

524 Aviation Battalion (GS), 1 Feb = 28 March 1967 _
ith Aviation Battalion (Gs), 28 Marah 30 April 196'1
2/5 Cavalry (orcm), 1«9 Feb 1967 |

) 2/5 Cavalry (orcaw), 6 9 Yar 1967

D mze@-y (omm), 6 = 9 Mar 1967
D 1/5 Cavalry (OFCON), L = 7 April 1967

B 1/9 Cavalry (OFCN), 19 « 30 April 1957
L

. >y N "a-.,.
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(m.csron.es) (u) p!‘i

pnmipu staffy

51 S
Major John D, Weil

S2
Major Bdgar Egeland

s3
Major Jama Ee HOOI'G Jl‘.’ l1=-8 Feb 67
* Mejar B¢ P, Houben, é Feb = 30 April 1967

-

mj_or Jamn A. Joyce

Captain John ‘Schmidt, IYT, 1-= 19 Peb 1967
Major Johi We Schneider, .n-., 19 Peb = 30 spril 1967

e Artiuery Supparts
" (1) See inclosures 1, 2, and 3 for artillery support
%tg md Brigade Task Forde during Operations THAYER II, PERSHIm and”

L4

(2) During Operation BAKER the 24 Battalion, Sth Are
tillery (=) was indireotaupport of the 3dBriga.dB 7.

(a) Battery A, 2d Battalion, 9th Axtillery, was
in direct mxpport of the 1st Battalion, 35th m!'an'h'y. :

(b) Battery B, 2d Battalien, 9th Artillery, remained
attached to the lst Battalion, ljth Infantry, with the mission of direct
of the 1st Battalion, lyth Infantry, ’which was wmder the OPCON
of the 196th Light Infentry Brigade.

(c) Battery C,”2d Battalion, 9th Arti]lery, was in
direot support of the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry,

(d) During Operation BAKER Battery C, 2d Battaion,
1th Arf.illery (155nm-towed) was attached to the 2d Battalien, 9th Arw
tillery., Battesy C had the mission of general support of the 3d Brie

gade TF.
‘ ' (e) Brigade base camp security: Throughout the

period, the 3a Brigade TF maintained an adequate defensive pesturs to pre-
vide continuous security for 1ts brigade base camp vicimity of PLEIsU, _

L4

- T .
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The forces and organization established in OPLAN WINDJAHHER cantinued
to be :meIemnted throughout the reporting period,

£, (U) Operation THAMER II, conducted during the'reporbmg
periad 1 & 12 Pebruary 1967, is covered in the After Actig Report,
THAYER II, attached as inclosure 1, ‘

ge (U) Operation PERSHING, conducted during the perisd 12 © -
February = 19 Aprd)” 1967, is covered in the After Action Report, PERSHING,
attached ast inclosure 2, : ) ‘

. (U) operatim 1E JEUNE conducted during the period 19
22 April 1967 i3 covered in the Aﬁ'.er Action Report, 1B JEUNE, attached
as inclosure 3. .
2. ]'NTEIIIG&JCE:
ae The 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantry Divisiomn dee.
) the DUC PHO Area of Operations by air and sea on 19 April 1967
-and w part of Task Force Oregon on 22 April¢ Current intelligence
indicated a strong enemy force which had remained unchallenged in DUC“
PHO and MO DUC Districts, A total of two well equipped NVA Regiments,
one Sappet battalion, one well equipped local force battaligh and three
local force campanies were knowm to be éperating in DUC PHO, ¥O DIC, or
the eastern mowntains of BA TO District,” The infrastructure was lmam
to bo strong in the villapes end hamlets, Prior to the arrivel of the
3d Brigade TF there was.x record of anly one local VO who had ralliecd to
the government of South Vietnam, In the first few days of contact the
- enemy ‘was observed crossing open fields with weapmns during daylight
hours, He som learned that this tacuic ended in disasfer, Ground to
air fire, sniping and mining incidents were commonplace, Strong evie
dence indicated that the enemy was-resupplied with arms and ammmition
by sea and with food from the rice, meat and fish of INC FHO,

be One major contdct in a fortified village on 16 April by
eloments of the 2d Battalion, 35th Infentry in which over 43 ememy were
killed gave some indication of the extent that the ememy forces had
concentrated their efforts, recruited local forces, and prepared the
battlefield in an attempt to keep DUC PHO District \mder coxmmist cons=

trol.

Ce 22 = 30 April During this initial period all available
evidence indicated that the enemy had not expected friendly farces to
deploy to Quang Ngai, In addition, the enemy was taken by surprise by
the aggressive search and destroy operations of the 3d Brigade Task
Force, On 22 April elements of the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry estab-
lished céntact with enemy forces fighting from a fortified village at '

' BS790430, The enemy utilized the tactics of fire discipline, maximum

v‘)//: ?"f\/,/f‘ zi.a
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use of prepared battle positions (t6 include commmication trenches, air
reid tunnels, and fighting bunkers), and méneuver of small tactical ole=
ments, indicating a high level of training. Documents captured fromthe
33 enemy bodies (me enemy killed was assigned 4s a platoon lsader) iden-
. tified members of thé 3d Company, 93d Battalimn, 2d VC Regiment, Further
 dooumdntary evidence, agent reports and the nature of the weapons cape
tured, indicated that cadre frem this company were actively engaged in°
training the local force guerrillas in political and military sudjects,
Confirmation of this cadre work was made as a result of a simiJier cone
~ tact by élememts of the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry on 23 April &t
BS763L407. Apperehtly a platoon of the 3d Company, 97th Battelion, 2d
VC Regiment had been training a local forcé company in their village,
Twenty-one enemy were killed, On 25 April, lst Battalion, 35th Infantay
again engaged a similar type force at BS7Th2h27. The contact lasted will
into the night, and accounted for another 22 enemy“killed, Documents -
captured indicated that 24 Company, 97th Battalion, 2d VC Regiment, .
200th Recon Compeny, 3d NVA pivision, and 2d VC Regimental Headquarters
= persamel had been killed, Most probably these were training and recn=
- naissance aaddres who had been sent to .Fho Nghlia Village to prepere the
battlefield, train the local guerrillas, recon the U8 Forces operating
1in the vicinity, establish resupply caches of ammmition, and procure
the rico then being harvestad, Despite active and continucus surveil=
lance coupled with immediate return fire, the enemy frequently engaged
friendly forces with an average of five gromd to alr firings daily,
four sniping incidents and four attempted mining incidents per daye

' .de Including these initial reactions as part of their comtere
- attack plan, the enemy developed the strategy of drawing friendly forces
to the north to Spread our fighting strength and lure vulneralbe elements
into a kill zone; An NVA Returnee who surrendered an 23 April reported
.that his company, the 31lst’Company (75mm RR) of the 300th Heavy Weapttis
Battalim, 3d NVA Divisicon, together with the 32d Company (82mm Mortar)
and thé 334 Company (Signal) were to ambush U8 Forces in the vieinity of
BSTO42, -Tocal Forces, probably the 38th Local Force Battalion, were to
be pursued into the kill 2one by US Forces and there the US Forces would
be annihilated by the 300th Heavy Weapons Battalion attacking with the
2d VC Regiment, ‘Friendly forces found fortified hamlets, several with
concrete bunkers, south along Highway 1 from BS769h65 to the northern
- bank of the Séng Tra Cau River (BS7689418) and west along the river to
- the momtains, The defeat of the enemy forces in early contacts tow
=" gether with the thorough use of artillery and tactical air strikes and
( one Be52 strike confused and dispersed the eneny ap@ drove him from the
battlefield deeper into the jungle covered mountains, During this period
arms bearing Viet Cong began surrendering to friendly farces in increas-
ing muiberse Most of them were village guerrillase All of thenm ware
afraide A typical comment of cne of the Returnmees was that Be was afraid
and tired of living Yike and being Inyfed lown 1like an animal, As this
initial period ended it became apparent that the ememy had established a
firm plan to maintain control of DUC FHO, but for his plan fo have a
chance far sucdessg larper forces would have to be committede

‘AVDCaCuOP
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SUBJECT: Operational Repart for Quarterly Period Ending 30 Epril 1967
(ROS-GSFM) (v)
SUMMARY OF ENEMY PPRSOMNEL & EQUIPMENT IOSSES AS oraoupr' &7
(IAST 12 DAYS)

« 7 THAYER II FERSHING 1E JEIE BAKER

1601

as KIX (BC) - 39 25!- 29
be CIA ' 3h 338 3k 59
ds RETURMEES ' ‘ 1 29 1 10
ce SUSIELTS v
© 2, WEAPONS : R
ae SMAIL ARMS 4 78 13 22
be CREW SERVED . o] 7 . 2 2
3, OTHER EQUXPMENT ,
-7 o ;
Small Avhs - ks 201LL X0 Seg
81/82inmn Mort - 1l 2 '
60mm Mort 8 1
 Grénedes 13 27 3 42
12,7 Ammo .
A Rocket Iauncher . , .27
57; I'NT -': B 16
8) 250 b bomb 1 1
: b. PERSOMRE. EQUIPMENT :
.2 - - 19
Glothing Sets 2 - 67 _ 19 -
(h Canteens 124 .22 .g-g
Web gear :
' Pcnchos‘ 29 23 13
Ce i ) ’
Cl) nagazmea , 72 1 25
2) Flashlights 1 3 1
3) Medical Bquip 1000 1bs L3 1bs . ID
Binoculays : '
* (5) Radios 1
de MATERIAL DESTROYED : : »
) Huts 35 135 15 19
gé Rice o .8 tons 9.7 tons 80 Iba
(h§ Bunkers - 18y 1605 12 52
(5) Caves/Turnels 0/2 . 0f22 1/0 1/2
(6) Faxholes 7 . 88 :
Boats/Ratts 770 B
: 2 tons 6.X tons 2 tms
Ce )
g%lt 848 tons 17.3 tons 500 lbs 673 ton=

o2 tons  11.8 tons ' 2 tons:
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SUBJECT ¢ Operationﬂ! Report for Quarterly Pericd Ending 30 April 1967

(RCS-CSFOR=65) (U)
3i OPERATIONS AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES

8o P]-ans:

- (1) 34 Briga.de . preparad contingency plans for the -
relief and reinforcement of eritical US/ARVN mstalla'b:.ons in THAIER II
and PERSHING AO,
(2) During Operations IE JEUNE and BAKER, the 3d Rrigade
TF had contingency plans for the relief and reinforcememt of CINB Camps
at the following lucz_ations:
' as BA TO BSS56327
b GIA VUC BS37727L
c, MINH IONGG.  BS535510

do TRA BONG - BS;hBB?Q

B e. HATHAWH  BS391704 ' &
be Operatims: -
’ (1) Opefation THAYER II, 1 = 12 February (See Inclosm

I, After Action Report, THAYER IT),

’ (2) Operation PERSHER 12'Febrmry - 19 April (See In=
. closure 2, After Actian Repart, m)a

R (3) Operstim IE JEUNE, 19.- 22 April (See Inclomurs 3,
'After Action Report, IE JEWNE), .

(4). Period 22 = 30 April 1967.

’ {a) Generals Upom being placed under the operae
ticnal control of Task Force Oregon effective 221200H April, Operation
BAKER commenced with the 3d Brigade TF cantimuing offensive and defene
sive operations in-the DUC FHO Area- designed to-locate and destroy NVA
and VC main forces, VC local forces, guerrillas, and VC infrasttucture
in the DUC PHO Area with two Infantry Battalims (1st Battalim,'BSf.h
, try, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry), one Armered Cav Troop (C, 3/h

Ca¥), one Air Cav Troop (B, 1/9 Cav), and supporting elementss Three .
- major contacts were made‘during the period, all By elements of the 1st

Batialion, 35th Infantry, while smaller contacts were made by other
combat elements of the 3d Brigade TF, Opdrations in the DUC PHO Area
were typified by frequent engagements not only against well entrenched
eneny company size forces, but also by encounters with various types

of booby traps and land mines, and numerous incidents of sniper fire
and ground=to-air fire, By the end of the repprting period the 3d
Brigade TF had taken a heavy toll on the enemy and férced him to take
the defensive while suffering very few US casualties, :

o ¢
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© () 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry: During the per:lod
the 1st Battalian, 35th Infantry conducted-search and destroy cpermtions
in the western portion of the DUC PHO Area, engaging in three mjor cone
tacts in village areas along the Smg Tra Cau River. (See Inclosure 5),

é ~ 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry: During the period
the 24 BattaJim, 35th Infantry conducted search and destroy operations

in the eastern portion of the DUC FHO area and provided security for :
. the Sea LOC Terminal at IZ GUADALCANAL, the Brigade CP aread I1Z MONTEZUMA,
the road leading from GUARALCANAL to MWTEZUMA "Golden Fleece®" operae
tions in the DUC PHO Area, and the ARVN- a.rtillerybase at 12 SEMPER,

The battalien had no major ccntwts during this period,

< (d) Troop,C, 3d Squadren, Lth Cavalyys mn'.’mg the -
period C, 3/h Cav was unded the operational control of the 2d Ba.ttalim,
35th Infantrye One platoon assisted in providing security for 1Z
‘GUADALCANAL and conducted daily search and destroy’ operatims in’the
vicinity'to the north and south with elements of B, 2d BattaJimE 35th

Infantrye, C Troop (=) assisted in providing security for 1Z
and the road between MONTEZUMA and GUADAICANAL, and conducted per:lodio

gearch and destroy operations in the vieinity of IZ MONTEZUMA in coore
- dination with elements of the 2a BattaJim, 5th Infantrye

(e) Troop B, 1st Squadrm’ oth CatVa.lry: B, ]-/9

Cav was wnder the operational control of the 3d Brigade TF during the

period, B Troop provided vital support to 3d Brigade TF operations
by condmting daily air and ground recommaissance throughout the TACR.

. Ce Training Activities: During the reperting period the 3d
Brigade TF persomnel graduated from the following schools:

ooy | # cmpuzD
3d Brigade NCO Preperatory School 279
Lth Div NCO School | 89
hth Div Pre Recondo School 28
MAGY Recando School n
de Chemical: '

(1) Riot cantrol agent (CS) and whibe phosphorous gree
nades were employed to the maximm extent through out the reporting pe
peried to clear tumels/and bunkere,

(2) Riot control agent was extensively utilized during

10
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the reporting period in clearing fortified areas on search and destray
operations.

4

(3) During Operatian FERSHING and Operation BAKER, exe
plosive fused drums of CS-l were dropped from CHel? aircraft to deny
and channelize the enenyts use of specific terrain, ,

: (4) On ks March 1967 (Operstion PERSHING)- the following
arcas-wele spreyed with defoliants BR726666 = BRTHO66B, BR7THOGEY & -
BR727662, BR722652-~ BR735658, BRTLLELY - BR725649, BR732673;- BR73h677,
' BR?hh673 BR7h6676

Ge PSYWARS

s (1) Psyops appeals’were directed at specific hamlets,
villages, groups, and individuals, The FSYOFS program supported the
daily tactical situation by utilizing owrrent intelligence informatiom,’

(2) Groind teams and aireraft were coordinated during
the tactical operation, Tapes and ground presentations weré synonymouse
Teaflets were dr0pped to support the loudspeaker broadcasts.

(3) Personal contact with the population was dtilized in
distributing J?LPAO newspapers, GVN flags and PSIWAR posters,

‘(h) 1leaflet drops and loudspeaker tipe appesls were ace
omnplished utilizing U=10, UH-1D and H=23 alrorafte

(5) Tape appeals were made by tlllage chiefs wrging the
cpla of their villages ndt to support the Viet Cong and to evaouate
areas which were wnder Viet Cong controle

(6) Summary of FSTWAR activitiess

- *

s, leaflets dropped 11,323,970
- be Speaker time 10} hours
ce U=-10 missions , 58
de Retuwrnees 96
e. Weaponé h

£, Teaflets fabricated

ge Tapes made 21

1
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. £ '.l‘actical nﬁr support statistics for the reporting period
were as follars!

RAC }ﬁ.ssiotisﬁmubat Proofs

Req Flown g Flown
(1) -28Eab67 "58'3’:‘ B

() 1- 31March67 ‘102 6 5% 1
() 1-304pril67 1S W0 65 26
) ToTAL 267 200 180 %6
6) % &m ™ . 3%

ge Aviatione The aviatim element continued to function with
the respansibility of broadcasting artillery advisories over FM radi6
and operating a traffic control center, ‘During the quarterly period,
the section flew 891 hours, 24l2 sorties, and carried 2101 passengers
in organic helicopters., Airmobile empport was provided to the’3d Briw
gade TF by the 52d Aviation‘Bn, from 1 February to 28 March 67, and’by
the 1hth Aviation Battalion, 28 March « 30 April 1967, Troop lifts,
lgnding zone preparations, comand and control capability and resupply”’
missions were prov'i .

H No mjor supply lem existed during the periode
Dxn'j_ngTHAIERI‘I!p% E)andmﬂsnlu} (lzn'eb 19A:pr:!l)3dBr1- .
gade TF was supported wlth all cldsses of supplies by the Forward Sup=
port Area TF HARTSELL. During IE JEUNE (19-22 Apr) and BAKER (22-30 fpr)
34 Brigade TF was supportedwith all classes of ‘supplies by the Forward
Support Area TF GALLAGHER.

be Transportations

(1) The truck squads continued to be utilized foi line
haul between the base of operation and 'f.lwe Ferward Support Areas

¢ (2) An‘Air Force C7A wis utilized daily to transpart re=
placements, R&R, ETS, emergency leave, #ail and critical supply :ltem
from base camp to the- Area of Operation, - )
CT7A Statistics were:

(a) Sortiess 592
(b) Passengers:. 7,283
(C) Cargos 386’512

32
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(Ros -csmngge) o rly Ending 3 April 1967
’ (3)° 15 Feb 3d Brigade TF moved from Brance Beach,
lgg‘g%?é ’ by organic vehicles 30 km to 1Z UPLIFT to begin Opemtion )

(h) on 15 Ape 1967 3d Brigade 1F bega.n their move to the
1E JEUNE lrea of Operations, vicinity DUC PHO, = ‘

' () The 1st Be.ttalion, 1th Infantry moved by c‘.L30
from Qui Nhon to Chu Iai, Statistics are as follows: :

INE . SORTIES PASSEIGERS VEHICIES
ci30 0 22 | 677 | 18

(b) The 2d Battal:'cm, 35th Infantry moved from
1Z UPLIFT to IZ MONTEZUMA on 15 and 16 Apr 67, Statistics are as follows:

TYFE " SORTIES PASSEN&ERS GARGO VEHICLES
C7A 19. -~ hot 8: ;000 1
cHh? 28 250 56 000 10

. CESL 3 - 3

‘ (c) The Brigada 7 (=) moved from 1IZ UPLIFT to IZ
MONTEZUMA on 17, 18, 19 and 20 Apr 1967, Statistics are as follows:

TYFE smms' - PASSENGERS c.n.mo VEHRICIES
CTA 59 769 ~73;800 17
cnh? ok 179 629, 1

L L 258 128
Ce Equipmnt:

(1) 3d Brigade TF received’ mﬁm Rifles to replaoe the
}ﬂhRiﬂeand 90 percent turn-in of the M«lli!s was completed by the end
of the reporting period.

(2) 100 GAR:IS SMGts were réceived and issued to units in
the 3d Brigade TF for test and evaluation. .

o« 4

(3) The Alarm Set, Anti Intrusion, AN/GSS-9, was received
during thé quarter and :lssued on a limited basis as a test and evaluae
tion items

(h) The 3 gallon capecity rubber water contafners (air
droppable) have proven to be outstanding for water resupply.

13
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'd. Medicals
Sﬁﬁm . 3;312) Nurber of patients treated'by 3d Brigade TF Clearing
(2) NWurber of disease cases = 2;869. .
(3) Nurber of battle casualties = 1-6;1.‘ .
_ (4) Number of nonebattle casualties = 2824
ee Statisticss |
(1) Class I: o
(a) A Rations = 798;,870:
k) c Rations - 205,000,
(2) Class ITI: | . .
(a) Mogas = 275,1380 gallons,
) Diesel - 307,900 gallons,
- (e) JPs - 9L0,900
(3). “Bimss Te
(a) LOMM = 17,89h rds.
(o) 81 HE = 24,300 rds.
(¢) Le2 HE = 13,500 rdss
' (a) 105 HE = 53,100 rds .
'5. CIVII. AFFAIRS's
a, General:

L4

(1) Major emphasis was placed on short range, high ime
pact civic action projects in the Area of 3d Brigade TF Operationse
The’3d Brigade TF'SS Section worked with military intelligente persam-
nel, FSYOES teams, MACV subsector persomnel, Nationel Pelice, GVN of«
ficia:ls, and’infantry units in support of tactical operationse

(2) GVN representatives accompanied the Civil Affairs
14 .
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and PSYOPS teams whenever possiblé, in order to insure a more favorable
reception by indigenous persermel, In many areas, this was the first
exposure to the GVN for the people of the rural areas, .
(3) civil Affalrs Areas of Operations wem:.

(a) THAYER'II and FERSHING: pDinh Dink Province
(P Cat and Pu My Districts)e

() Sumarys

1 Total MEDCAP q:eratio?sz |
Sickeall 55172
Dental Rygiene -8l '
Boths for Children 992

d A doctor accompanied the CA/PSIOPS team
on 19 operations and a dentYst on 12,

2 Publdc works
Playgromd set at Dienm Tien mﬁ)gee ha.mleto

o Im

Woll at Diem Tieu refugee hamlet.
Market place 3 build.ings) at MY Thos

d Highwey 505 from Hoai An to Jct Highway
#1 was recamstructed by D/65'th Engineers and opened to traffic,

3 Commerced During the reporting peried 413
laborers were hired to f11 sandbagse Wages paid were at the rate of
50 piasters per day per laborer, A total of 35,000 sandbags were filled

dwring 25 days of emloyment.
L Pilic Welfere

1o in

1o

% tons “of captured rice was mtumed to
distriet officials for mdfa’tribut:lom

b 120 1bs of captured salt was distributed.

¢ The new market place at’My Tho hamlet in
Phu My district was officially opened on 8 April 1967, giving the people
of Eastern Fim My district a place to trade and improve their economy,

d Operation GOLDEN FIEECE: On 20 April, 3d

15 .
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Brigade TF took over Operation GOI.DEN FIEECE. This was a joint operae
tion with PP and RF cadre to protect rice harvestérs while they harvested
rice from public lands in DUC PHO didtrict. In all there were'9 Opera=
tions with a total of 115 tons of rice retwrned to GVN control, Of the
115 tons, LO tons are stored at district headquarters,

5 Govermnent and Eduoubicm

i .~ a o village bulletin boards were erected
at My Tho and Diem Tieu, - '

' b QVN flags were presented to the village
chiefs of My Tho and Di.em Teu,

6 Refugee Amsistances

; a A total of 1177 refugees were reloeated
from areas controlled by VG and WA to refugee centers in FPhu My Dise
trict,

b The following supplies and assistance
were given to the refugeess

TYPE~ - AMOUNT

(1) Rice ' 15,780 1bs

(2) Salt 1220 Tos

(3) Clothing 330 1bs

(L) Tobacco 2l otns

(5) Candy 725 bags

(g) Carmed Goods 'I-M; cases
(7) Bread : 1,069 loaves

‘ During Operation IE JEUNE and Operation

DAKER, (19 thru 30 April) tﬁe following refugee assistance was pcrovided:
(1) Roofing sheets 140
(2) Bags of cement 28

d At the erd of the reporting périocd there
were 69 family refugee unitS under corstruction in DWC PHO, This was
an increase of 1 units since 19 Aprile .

16
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e Remarkss

* (1) Refugees In the Pm My District sufe
fered from vrias diseases, principally pneumoriia, fuberculosis, and
glaucoma, Many children suffered from Exczema, MEDCAP idssions were
specifically arr-mged to help the newly loca*bed refugees.

- (2) There wis a cons:lderable refugee pro=
‘blem in Plm My district, with appraximtely 29,000 refugees in the cen=
~ ters by 19 April. Onlyg 52f of the heads of families are gainfully eme
ployed, The camps themselves were generally overcrowded and lacked sane
. dtary facilities, Efforts’were mde by the US, ARVN, and GVN agencies
to alleviate the condition,

_ (3) There were approximately 11,500 Tew
fugees in Due }’ho district as of 30 April, Of these, X,265 were regise
tered in the refugee centers of the district, There were no overshelms
ing problems in controlling these people and’adequate fa¢ilities were
fully utilized with more, under construction er plamed, The refugees:
had sufficient food and clothing and weré supported by a eontinuous
MEDCAP progran for health and sanitatien,

g. ((3) PERSONNEL

2y (U) general:s
' (1) The 3d Brigade Task !oree, 25th Infantyy Division was
attached to the 4ih: Mafantiy-Division for administration and logistics
effoctive 13 February 1967, ANl admintstrative functimns previcualy
porformed by the Persaiinel Services Division of: the Brigade were trana-b
'femd to the Division,

" (2) Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion was attachad vy
" the hth Infantry Division lngineer Dattalion effective 12 March 1967 .

' (3) Compsny D, 725th Maintenance Dattalion was attached
to the 1%? Infantry Division 7611th Maintenance Battalim effective 17
Ap!'il Te

l

4
By -25th Medigal Battalion was "attached to the

(k) Company
O sal Battalion- effective 17 April 1967,

hj-.h Infantry Divi

L4

! (5) Troop C, 3d Squadron, Lth Cavalry was attached to the ~
hth Infantry Division 1st Sqnadrm, 30th Cavalry effective 17 April 1567,

/ 6} Lot Scmt'!)% Platoon wae-attached to the lith Infe
/ entry*Division: mmnm, th Artillery effective 17 April 1967.

17
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~ be (c) Unit Strengths

(1) As of 30 April 1967, the atreﬂg*l'-h of the inits of
the 3d Brigade Task Porce were as followse -

. mar OFF AUTH . %m AUTH
— OFF ’wu* CFF W%g BM QFF WO B
-G, “3d Bde ] ’95 I°%H I 50 6 W50 L TTLE
Co D; 65th Engr 5 oW o p 3 6 o222 B 0226
" Co D‘ 75thMaint L 2 T I 0 Z X0 2 293 9 2246
Co B,‘25‘thedBn 8 o0 8o o o ¥ .8 o 8 7 o080
¢ Trp, 3/4 Cav 5 0 1589 0 0 97 'S 0172 5 0148
- 1/35 Inf - 37 2 7% 2 o0 Ly 32 1 709 32 1670
2/35 Inf 37 2 7% 0 078 33 2 7h6 . 33 1697
1/l Inf 37 237 1 o2k 3 2 7137 32 2701
2/9 arty - 7 3 ‘ﬁSO 0 0 Lk 35 L4 k73 35 LLh9
l:tg:hhngnetm 6 0 0 © § o 23 1 0o 3
Sct Dog Flat 0 2 0. 0 O Q. 2 1 0 23

TOTALs Iﬁﬂ'm@ T mmﬁ: 25 I7

’ (2) The 3d Brigade TF strenthe fluctuated daily dnrine this
periode. The following are pericdic strength figuress

FESRUARY o
ASSTGNED o : FRESENT FOR DUTY .
MTE  @F ¥ B o OF Wo =
SRb 222 2 38N 221 23 3810
11 Feb 221 23 3853 : 221 21 31
17 Feb 226 22 3807 216 23 3750
23 Feb 223 22 3838 . 217 21 3868
28Ped 226 22 3 222 ‘21 3861
DATE  OFF WO B g . @F W M
SMar 236 20 3838 230 21 3879
12 Mar 226 20 3899 S 227 20 390
19 Mar 225 20 3892 225 20 3920
26 Mar 217 20 3859 - 212 18 3880
3L Mar 219 20 3885 | | 217 19 392%
| | - .
DATE  OFF WO EM | R WO EM
2 Apr 212 21 3659 22 19 3891
9Apr 213 20 3843 21, 18 3852
WBapr 210 1F 3768 22 16 3754
23Apr 215 19 376k 217 17 373%
30.4pr 281 19 3709 210 17 3679

8
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Operational Report for Guarterly Period Endihg 30 April 1967

(RCS-CSFOR=65) (U)

FEDRUARY

(AR D A1)

(3) Replacements receiveds

AVDOCa0P

SUBJECTs
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{4) The mmber of friendly easualties for Febmary, Harah,
and April are as follows?®
organto wnite; KA WIX A VIA DIED OF WOUNDS
6 .35 o 6

] ) mmiser of emrgency 1eaves:
FEBRmRI HARCH "~ AFRIL |

HHC, 34 Bde 2 1 L
11k Ine I o 3
1/35 Inf 3 0 1.
2/35 It 2 L 2
2/9 Arty 1 0 )
3/4 cav 0 o] 0
Co D; £5th Engr z z 1
Co B, 25th Med 0 0 0
LOth Set Dog Flat 0 (o] o]
the rT 153et : o 0
Co D, 725th Maint 2 !
% + &
- (6) Persommel who departed for seperationg
FEDRUARY - MARCH APRTL

1/l Inf 6 5 5
1/35 Int P 3 6 2
2/35 Inf k 3 5
2/9 Arty 2 .2 2
3d Spt Bn . 2 @
65th Engr 2 0 o
Cc 3/ Cav . k o 0

(7) The problem of strength accomting, although dife
ficult dus to the separation of units from the base camp, was assisted
inmeasurably by the use of periodic musters held simltaneously in all ' .
Brigade areas, Musters are correlated to the mom:lng reports promoting
accurate st.nength accounting, .

cs (C) Morale: Hora.le continues to be excellent within
the command,
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(a) Number of bags received: ‘5,75.1 '

(b) Muber of bags dispatcheds 3,156

(e¢) Total Mcney Orders sold: $995,l£h9o!sh | -
(4) Totel stamp value scld: $21,27400 o
(e) Dates mail was not received:

Pebi‘uary: 1 22, 24, and 25th

March: 12th

Aprils "10th and 13tk

NS

" (2) Re&Rs

(a) Allocations were sufficient to satisfy the needs
of the conm.nd R&R continues to be an important morale factore

() Honth:y allocations were as followss

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL
HHC, 34 Rde 30 33 K3
Inf 50 L7 s
1/35 Inf k6 ks Sk
2/35 Inf 50 L7 %0
2/9 Arty 28 33 37
34 spt Bn 32 26 30
65th Engr. 11} 16 18
3/4 Cav : 8 12
~2%8 i) i
d¢ Promotion allocations:
: | | FEDRUARY
- HHG, 34 Bde ;'5‘* %2 - H R R .
%W ' 2 0 2 o0 9 o
- i Inf 7T A1 2 0 )
1/35 66 O '3 0 O0 0©
2/35°Int 83 23 7 3 o0 1.
Co D," 725 Maint 34 h 1 0 o 0
Trp €, 3/ Cav ¥ 10 8 1 o 0 , |
Co D, 65th Engr 22 1 1 0 0 0 ‘
TOTAL 0 I T v o T @82)
a
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-~
- Bl EE RS B B8 B9
HHC, 3d Bde W B 7 7T I =5
Inf 117 6 5 0 0 0 -
1/35 Inf 176 9 . 2 0 o o
2/35 Inf 89 11 5 0 0 0
2/9 Arty - 9 3 2 ‘1 0 o .
Co D; 65th Engr 12 6 0o 0 0 0
FE 0 v I T R I
. c . g - 0 0
POTAL ‘&6 T W T T T %)
APRIE |
. Bl ES Eb BT EuB Eed
HHC, 3d Bde =0 T T2 =35 T _°°
' Inf 19 8 3 3 0" -0
1/35 Inf 18 12 5 2 1 o
- 2/35 Inf 71 16 11 3 o 0
2/9 Arty o 7 3 2 o - 0
Co D; 725th Maint 8 2 0 1 0 0
o o o 5 o. . o6 6 o o |
FOTAL T %™ T T T (1)

©¢ Awards and decora.t:lonsg

" (1) After attachment to the ith Infantry Division the
awarda section of the 3d Brigade TF was incorporated in the lth Infantry
Division Persomnel Services Division.

(2) Awards presenteds
| FESRUARY MARCH = APRIL

Air Medal -5 0 e e
Army Commendation Medal 6 8 13
Bromge Star Medal 15 32 29
Soldiers Medal o "0 4
Dist¥ipuished Flying Cross 0 0 0
Iegion Of Merit 1 > >
Silver Star Medal 8 3 2
Distinguished Service 0 0 P
Distinguished Service Cross 0 0 0
22
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fo Religions

(1) Chaplains conducted relig:lous éervices in the ﬁeld
- under ombat conditions with no apperent problem&

(2) Cheplains made numerous trips to visit hospitals
where 34 Brigade TF personnel were located, Chaplaing delivered mail
and other persmal belonginga during these visits,

(3) Jewish perscmel were given the opportunity to at'bend
passover services in Nha Tra.ng

ge Reen].tstmnt:

(1) The high‘raexﬂjstment rate-in the br.lgade is a posi-
.,t:i,Ve indication of the high morale present in this unit,

(2) m3dBrigadsTFachieved100%ofBA'cameram18t
term reenlistments during this periods

(3) Reenlistments ]

: FEBRUARY  MARCH
Last Prior Service RA ({career) - "3 3 1008
last Prior Service (1st term) 5 h h 100%.
Last Prior Service ASS 3 3 L 18¢
TOTAL _ T =10 h)
Te A‘r'cineryt

ae During the reporting period the 24 Bat 9th Arbillery,
participated in five major operationss SAM HOUSTON; m%‘ﬁ ‘
IE JEUNE, and BARER. The fires of the 2d Bat‘bal‘len, gth Arti]lery,
counted for the following-losses: 8L VC KIA; L VC WIA, 13 bunkers dese -
. troyed, 22 huts destroyed, 1 house destroyed, and L secondary explosians.

o he Attachments for reporting period see para le,
8. Other:
Aa',. Ehgineer: _
‘ (1) General: mringthequarterlrebnmry 3031::'11
196?, Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion continued to support the 3d

Brigade TF by prov:ldirg both corbat engineer support in the area of
operations and construction support for the Brigade base campe

23
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(2) Operationss

(=) mgimers\:pportinﬂ)eareaoroperatimcm;
sisted mainly ofs |

CJ.ear:lng I.anding Zones,

=

- L 4

TS

Destruction of enemy tunnels, caves, bunk:arer,
end defensive positions,

) 3 Preparation and maintenance of two new Brigade
forward CP areas, = ' o
: * i Construction; maintenance, and improvement of
defensive perimeterse ' .
_S- lﬂm ciaa.riﬂg.
6 Afrfield improvemant. .
1 Helipad construction and maintenanoe.

_ -8 Construction of a one-line, class 32, drye
weather road (Rmrbe 506) from ERF17720 to BRB02836.

9 Estabnshment and maintenance of a water peint.

- . 10 "Assisting S5 in civil affairs constraction pro=
jects such as well-digging.

(b) Engineer support at the base camp includeds

1 Assisting in movement of 3d Brigade TF base
camp to Dragcn Mountain,

Hauling constrmtim mterials far developw

ment of the base camp,
(c) Persomnel and Adrinistration: =

‘ ‘Paragraph 1 GO 38L Department of the Arnw
Headquarters, Lth Infantry Division, APO 96262, attached Company D, 65th-
Brgincers Battalion to the lith Engineer Battalion, Lth Infantry mvias.on,

- effective March 12, 1967, Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion remained
in support of the 3d Brigade TF as an OFCON unit fyrom 12 March 1967 throughe
out the duration of the reporting period,

2l
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An Infusion program was carried out between
Company D, 6St.h Engineer"Batta‘lion and the Lth Engineer Battalion in"
order to l.evel off the Lith Engincer Battalionts July rotational Humpe
A total of 37 persaconel 4in grades SF5 and below were exchanged by Come
gamyta% 65th Engincer Battalion for 37 persons from the Lith Engineer
Ole ‘

SBCTION 2 (C) COMMANDERS OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Part T, Observations (Lessons Learned)

1. (C) ADMINISTRATION: |

- * ‘ae Items Critical Shortage of Non=Commissioned Officers,
Mos 11Bho. - T

Discussions® There is 4 critical shortage of infantry

non-commissionsd ollicers, MOS 11840, existing in this command, The
fonowing is a consolidation by 1nfantry battalion of the shortagess

(1) Staff Sergeant E=Ss

UNIT AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED  SHORT
38 . 17 m

1/35 38 19 19
- 2/39 38 21 ¢ 17

(2) Sergeant E-53 o

UNTT  AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED  SHORT
/1 56 21 35
1/35 56 ‘ 18 38
2/35 56 17 39

' Gbsérvations Althoush a liberel promotion policy is a
possible solution, it is not & ddesirsble substitute for experienced amd
mature n‘on-gomiasioned officers. .

b; Ttems Third In Country Promotioﬁz

Discussion: Current regulations allow no more than two in
country promot¥ons for enlisted persommel,

(bservationt It is recommended that a third in countyy '
promotion polidy be initiated and continued indefinitely. Such a program

25
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would be an effective management tool for the comander, in that he .
would be able to select indiviénals who have demonstrated excaptional
ability and promote them accordingly.: It would be a gdod incentive for
reenlistment and extension in coum s and would help in correcting the
irbalances in grade existing in most units due to the lack of non=com=
mssioned officer repheemnts.

v

Ce JItems U’nder the prcv'isions of USARV Reg 190.3, USM'N Fo:-ma
3613 and 365 are The only authorized forms for reperrting captured date,
statua, and dispositim of detainees,

' D:lacussimc Since tht publication of USARV Reg 190-2 oute
lining the use of Forms 364 and 365, these forms have been uncbtainable, . -
Subordinate units to USARV cannot comply due to the shortage-in the supply
mtem. .

Observation: Reecommend that USARV publish guidance to subw
ordinate units permitting local duplication of the format of the forms
36l and 365 until the supply channels oan handle the present load that
- 18 required.

2. (C) OPERATIONS:
a. Items Ocdupation of Artinery Position:

Diaouseiom Major problem were encountered Byn art!.llery
battery ( 105 T) upon occupation of a position on the beache The major -
difficulty was preventing the trails from creeping back when oharge 3 or
above was ﬁred.

Obaervatima These problems can be eliminated by build:lng
& platform under the wheels to prevent them from sin) in the sende
The howitzer can be further stebilized by use of the mn Jungle pack
cannisters filled with sand and braced by engineer stakes to minimize

creepinge

ltem: Alr-transportatable artillery battery fire direction
oenter (FDO). ‘ ‘

c - Discussiong In order to begin firing upon cceupation of
an IZ, the FDC must become operational immediately upon arrivals By
outting out one long side from each-of two CONEX-dontainers, and then
welding the two containors together, an excellent, ]_ightweight, wabere
proof, a:lr-’oransportable FDC can be constrm'oed.

doaervatiom With the FIC CONEX, ‘an"immeddate FDc capam=
bility can be made avallmble to any firing battery.

o i b .o
(I - ol A ’ ) ’:4.. a0 o .
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co Item: Stay behind ambushes:

Discussion: The enemy in the PERSHING AO established a.
pattern of trailing US units on search and destroy operations, When
* this pattern was diséovered, rifle companies began employing squad~-sized
stay behind ambushes, This tactlc proved extremely successful, The
ground commander must carefully select the area, paying close attention.
to available cover and concealment,

Observation: Unit commanders should encourage the use of
stay behind ambushes, and on occasion consider reveraing the direction
of march and move back into an area already searched,

d, Item: The problem of booby~trapped landing Zones:

Discussion: During the reporting period 34 Brigade TF
~encountered several booby~trapped’ landing gones resulting in friendly
casualties during combat assaults, To minimize this hazard this unit
has adopted several techniques:

(1) If possible avoid using the same 1Z's more than once,
(2) If possible select the least obvious looking 1Z's.

(3) In areas where numerous boobystraps have been en~
countored all 1I2's should have an artillery prep, even though they look
innocent and are lacking in vegetation, It is recommended that an add~
tional 5 minutes of artillery be fired, most of the prep with VT fusme,

Observation: Units should avoid using the same 1Z's more
than once, In addition an artillery preparation should be fiwed on all
12%s regardless of how safe they seem to appear, Commanders should con-

sider adding several minutes of VT fuze fif'e to their prepcration, which
should impact directly on the intended 1Z,

e, Itg: OH-23 Recovery:

scussion: The damage sustained by an OH=-23 during re-
covery far exceeded the initial damage, The excessive downwash of the
CH~47 causes. the OH=23 blades to be very vulnerable during recovery,

Observation: Damage to the rotor blades during recovery
can cause extensive secondary damage., When the situation permits, re~
moval of the main rotor blades of the OH-23 prior to recovery will re~
duce the risk of further damage intransit,

27
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f, Itemt There is a need for an M~79 marking round,

Q_Lsc_\g%m In recent operations, gunships have been em~
ployed mote frequent support of und troops than ever before by
this unit, The standard procediire is to hdve the ground troops mark
their position with smoke and then point out the target by using dis~
tance and direction or referring to terrain features, A marking round
for the M=79 could be used to rapidly indicate the target; it would also
teke away the humen error in referring to terrain features.

Observation: A standard M~79 marking round should be de-

veloped for issue to combat units,

g Item: Need for a 4Omm CS grena.do which can be fired from
. the M=~T79 or XM148 grenade launchers,

Discussion: Many tactical situations are such that ground
troops would be greatly assisted if they could accurately launch CS gre—-
nades to a range greatér than 25 to 30 meters to force the enemy out of
a cave, tunnel, bunker, or trench,

Obgervatiom: A standard ,Omm CS grenade shéuld bhe developed,

adaptable for launching from the M=79 and IM148 launchers,
Item: Clearing of defoliated ares,

Biscussion: During Operation PERSHING numerous attempte
were made to burn a ge dryswooded defoliated ares by utilizing air
strikes (napalm), WP grenades, artillery (WP), and dropping 55 gellon
drums of napalm from a CH47 then trying to ignite it upon imphct on ¢he
ground with tracer rounds and thermite grenades from gunships., All ate
tempts occurred during 1400-1800 hrs, the hottest and driest perdod of
the days; all attempts were unsuccessful,

Observationt A system/SOP should be developed so that
guidance can be given to the successful accomplishment of’clearing de~
foliated areas for tactical aerial and ground obserwvation,

: i, Item: There is a need for a standard survival mrror in
each squad, z

Discussion: - Several personnel in the 3d Brigade TF have
survival signal mirrors, These mirrors greatly conserve the use of smoke
and they do not compromise the unit position as readily as smoke does
when signalling aircraft. When used properly and on & Summy day they a
. are actually easier to spot from an aircraft than smoke,

28
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bsexvations The standard swrvival signal mirror sheuld
be made -available for issue to the rifle companiese R

"Js Items Lightening the soldierts load, ,
 * Discussions The average soldier carriés a rutksack; twom
~ days rdtiens, @ double basic load of ammniticn, two canteens, and his
weapone This heavy load greatly reduces his foot mobility and 4n the
.dry season increages the possibility of heat exhaustion, Ome method that
has been used by this unit is to pick up the indivdual packs in the morne

o ing with the empty mefmite containers and return them with the re-supply

in ge. late afternoon, Several problems have been encountered in this

1 Some packs were lost because they were 1mpropa£1y marked,

. 2 Additional personnsl weré required for loading and umm
loading the equipment at the resupply pad, '

3 On ome occasion a undt was wnable to get its packs bew
cause of the weather and tactical situation,

i Because of the scheduling and pickeup time involved,v
the units usually were not able to commence their days operation as early
as desired. 4 ' ‘ - o
’ Observations If the aircmaft are available, this procow.
dure greatly emhances the foot mobility of the individual, There are
times when due to'the tactical situation, or weather, this is not a
feasible praetion,- : ~

ke Items The use of Starlight'Scopes..

Discussions 3d Brigade TF has had excellent results with
the starlight scope mounted on the M=l rifle. On one ecoasion, one of
the platoons was set up in a might arbush when they sighted 15 to 20 in=
dividuals walking toward their location, The platoon lsader was about
to give the command to open fire when one of the men with a starlight
soope saw that they were womene As it turned out it was a growp 6f women -
returning from the fishemarket. During the battle of Binh My (2), 23=2k
April, several VC were shot by use of the starlipght scope when'they tried
to escepe across a river, Maintenance appears to be a2 probleme, They
dampge easily and once tirned in for repair it takes a considerable length.
of time to get them back,

Observations Emphasis should be placed on pracuri,ng addie
tional starlight scopes Tor the units, In ad:iition maintenance procee.

dures should be improved.
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- 1 Items The use of raili‘oad flares for marking friendly '
poeitions.

' Discussiénr This undt hes experiénced Tany problems in the
past 1n trying To mark Iriendly positions at night 8o that close air supe
port could be used, One battalién has begun the prawtice of \caryying :
railroad flares for this purposes They are-ideal in that they birn for
an extended period of timey 5 to 10 minutes, and are ecasy to useé The -
only place thiese flares are a¥ailable at this time is in tHe mgmay
Warning Kitse

Observation: An effort should be made to procure a sufe
ficient amount of railroad flares so that they are readily ava.ilable
through normal gupply channels,

m. Item: Operations in loose sand,

: Discussions Operating in sandy areas increses the rate
of wear on alrcralt parts and bearings, The frequency of‘unscheduled
meintainence rises due to the reduced time life on parkg, apd the overw
a].'l. maintainence requirement is greatere

(bservations The amount of time aircraf$ are down for. une
schedulod mein¥ainence can be réduced in some cases by early analyeis
of increased wear rites on critical components, and advance ordering of
the necessary partse Dust and sand cannot be éliminated but can be cone
trolled by peneprime or other scil stebilizers. Such stabilization is
temporary and mst be accomplished on a regular basis to be effectives

. " ne Items Priority of new R & D Chemical Ttems in RVN Supply
Channels, _ o -

~ Discussion: During Operation BAKER this unit encountered
enemy well fortiIled positions with wery limited means of extricating
‘them from their positione Alr strikéd and artillery were not compla'w‘ly
successful in penstrating the bunkers,

Observations X CS round has been developed for mortars :
and artillcry That would help commanders in the field to overgome onemy
in fortified positions, A priority system should be established in'RVN
to get new R & D items to unite who have an immediate need for thems

0e Item:' The problem of leaving usable material in areas for
the enemy to plckupe

v td

' ' Discussiong’ The enemy sSupply system is at best, poor,
and he has many sho FEEes; Therefore; he is a scavénger and is prone
" %o policewup anything left behind by the US soldiers. Just the opposite
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is true of the US soldier who seldom wants for suppltes. This urdt has-
moved into areas vacated by other units and found claymores, I05 rounds,
M=79 rounds and thousands of rounds of small arms ammo plus assorted *
types of other equipment,

This practice should ndt be tolerateds Only training, supervision
and disciplipe will stop it, Armyrthing that  the enemy could use should
be picked up or destroyed and this includes used batteries, Cerations .

- cans, amd smmo bags. The VC ame short of motal and can use the fation -

tina for mrw purposes including the construction of booby traps.

' Obsexvationg Commend emphasis should be placél on mﬂ.ts
leaving an area Iree irom equipsent that the VO can utilize, Harsh moae
" gures should be taken against commanders who violate this rule of the
: battloﬁeld.

- Pe I'bem: The problem of locating booby=traps and punji pitse -

. Discussionr ‘This unit has had mumerous encounters with
booby=traps and punJI pits, Of course the best method of combating these
devises is by having well trained, thoroughly oriented scldiers} Two
things which have on occasion proved useful ares

© (1) A zrappling hook with a light rope attached, used for
throwing ahead of the advanoing troops in suspected boobystrapped locaw
tionst

(2) & long pole carried by the lead man to probe for punji
pits along trails etce This means that the second man in formation has
-to be responsible for forward security. .

' Observations The individual soldier should be ’morwgm'
trained and indoctrinatod in booby trap warfare, In addition, in certain
areas of heavy bocby=traps and punji pit density it might be advisable
to use expedients such as grapelling hooks and probes to assist in bca—»
ting these devicese

36 (G) INTELLIGENCE s
ae Itemt Shortage of interpreters within the unitse

Discussiont The rifle companies habitually operate indee:
pendently, Thére have been numerous times when an interpreter was needa
ed immediately, ises to explolt tactical information or to persuade &/
VC 0 swrrender, There is g critical shortage of interpreters in this
unit, In fact, infantry battalions in this unit operate without any ine

S terpreters apprm:ima‘bely L4OZ of the time,

3l
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- @%z A detérmined effort should be made to make
availabls. enough § ed imcberpretere 80 that one could be aesigned

to each rifle combary; ome to each redorhaissance platoon and two to
each battalion headquartet's; :

Items Chn:l.ﬁcation of detainees:

D;Eussiom: The classification of detainees is a respon~
sibility of the interwogsfdm officer based upom result of the imtere
 rogation, However, classification should also consider the circumstances
of capture and when possible the forward IPW Team interrogation results, .

Observation: "The classification system of detainees should -
be scrutinized and improved, More consideration should be given to the
circtmatances of capture,

¢ Item: Military Intelligence (MI) Personnel.
Discusesion: The MI Detachment which is attached to the 3d
Brigade TF is presently authorized four interwvggtim prisoner of war (IFW)
enlisted personnel, which is the TO&E authorizavion for a divisional bri=.
gade under TO&E 19-27E. In view of operational requiremente caused as a

result of operating as a separate brigade, this authorization has been
totally inadquate for this unit, .

Obgervation: The MI Detachment attached to this unit should
be amthorized mng personnel:

(1) 0IC - 1 officer
(2) IPW = 1 officer, 7 EM
(3) CI ~1wWo, 2 EM
(4) IT -1 ®
(5) OB -2 mM
L -(C) CIVIL AFFAIRS:
" « Xtem: Responsive Refugee relief
EJ_.gcussion' During the course of tactical operations in -
heavily populated areas there is a great influx of refugees into district
camps, Standby refugee control teams areaa necessity as certain stepe
must be accomplished in refugee processing: .
(1) Movement of refugees to forward screening points,

X (2) Soreening by GVN officials, National Police, MI per-
somel,

(3) Movement to refugee centers,
(4) Relief activities to includes
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(b) MEDCAP,
(&) Registration,
(d) Continuing relief, .
(;) Continued screenings.
Observations ‘Where the influx of refugees is great ym a
result of combat operations, refugee relief teams should be formed and
- compogsed of the following individualst
(1) Village officials, .
(2) District 0CO (USAID) Representative, _
(3) MEICAP team of 1 doctor, 3 medics, 3 assimtants,
(4) Security forces

o

" (5) Sereening team of MI, Natiotnal Police and village
. Po]ice Chief, This team should be on standby, ready for deployment within
2 hours of notification.

ce Item: County Fair Operationss
' piscussions County fair operations are a successful pop=
vlation control measure as well as & means of ocbtaining intelligences
County Fair Operations teams can be constituted at battdlion level to
accompany combat units in search and destroy operations,

(bgervationss Each combat battalion should form a county
* fair team of the Iollowing personnsls

(1) Villago Chief, .
(2) village Police Chief,
(3) Medical team, .
(L) National Police,
This team’should be on call at battalion level in coordination with local
- officlalse It may be augmented from brigade or higher headquarters with
personnel or materiel,

de Item: Control of handeouts and giftss

Discussions In many cases the spontanscus piving of small

| 33
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amounts of’food, candy, clothing, and tobacco to the indigenous people .
in an area; has an adverse effect on the economy and ‘morale of the peopila.
In many caSes the people becoms beggars for handoutse )

' Coservatione Qifts should be given as a reward for o self-
‘help pro;]ec"'t" whenever possible,

Qe Itemt Civil Affairs Projectss

_ Di'scussi'oni Projects should be chosem to meet the followw
ing criterias .

(1) Tims limitetions,

{2) Availability of materiel.

(3) Availability of persomnel,

(k) YLocal desires, _ i

(5) Need for item of usefulness after completione
The prinéipal problem is to motivate the peocple to perform self=help
proJectse In many cases US foarces furnish not only advice and material -
assistance but labor as well, This devaluates the pro:jec‘b fails to give
the Vietnamese a chance to participate.

Obsevatione K11 projects selected should be self-help in’
neture and carmsen to moet the desires and needs of the peoples

£ Ttems Coordination of apeaker and leaflet missionss
Diacussions Psychological Operations which provide - speaker

and leaflet missIons are most effective in areas of contact or imminent
contact,

: Obse ationy Planned sp‘eaker and leaflet missions should
be coordinated closely with 92/53 in order to achieve maximum effects
ge Ttemi Exploitation of Hoi Chanhs |
' " piscussions Hol Chanh can be used most effectively as ine
telligence sources and can be exploited in Psychological Operations if
used immodiately after returning to GVN controls

. bsexrvation: The Hoi Chanh should be processed in the fole
lowing sequences ‘ ‘ :
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: (1) Tactical exploitation using aerial or ground loud-
speaker, .

(2) Tactical intelligence exploitation by MI persomnel,
(3) Exploitation by PSYOPS personnel, |
(4) Follow up loudspeaker exploitation,

PART II: Recormendations

1, Personmel: That a third in country promotion through thé grade . ’

of E~6 be authorized for rifle squad leaders and IRRP team leaders, It
is recognised that there 1s authorization for 3d in country promotions

- for the months of May and June, however, it is recommended that authéri-
zation be continued indeﬁ.niteiy as stated in the preeeding sentence,

2 I:}temgence:

a, That qualified imterpreters be provided to brigade sized
units on the following basis:

'(1) Brigade headquarters: 10
| (a) MI section: 5
(b) S-5: 3
(¢) S=2: 1
(d) Military Police: 1
‘(2) Infantry battalions: 5
(a) Battalion headquarters: 2
(b) Rifle compenies: 1 each
. (3) Artillery battalion: 1
' b, That MI Detachments at infantry brigade level be authorized
the following personnel, and that qualified personnel be assigned accord-
ingly to fill this authorizqtion:
(1) OIC =1 officer‘
(2) IPW -1 officer, 7 Bl
(3) CI ~1Wo, 2 M
W I -1m
(5) OF =~2mM
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3. Operatlons.

a, That a 3tandard I;Onm marking round be developed for standard
issue to combat units,

-be That & sta.ndnrd 4O CS round be de'veloped for standard is-
sue to combat units,

¢, That an in country maintenance facility for starlight scopes
Be established in order to reduce time lost to units when scopes are
turned in for ma.intenancc at higher echelons,
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5T¢h

I, After Action Report THAYER II,
" 2¢ Kfter Action Report PERSHING,
3. After Action Report LE JEUNE,
Le 3d Brigade TF Areas of Operations, .
5¢ 1st Bn, 35th Inf Operztions 22-30 April 1967,
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