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SUBJECT& Combat I~r Action Report for l5 July 1967 

ASSAULT OF BUNKER POSITIONS 

5 r~ugust 1967 

Ch.l5 July 19671 Company c, 1st Bn 35t.~ Int1 3d Brigade 25th In:ra.n­
trr Division w.s conducting a search and destroy mission in the rugged 
terrain about 15 Kilometers SW of Due Pho, Vietnam.· The area in 'Which 
the company was operating consisted or rugged mountains whose slopes were 
covered w.i th thick jungle undergrowth.- In most places the double canopy 
completely Shuts out the sunlight.· On this particular day the tempera­
ture was 103° and the· men of Charlie Company were thirsty 1 hot and tired.· 
The Battalion had received intelligence that an NVA Battalion was opera­
ting in the area.- In an attempt to find the enemy and g8.in tactical Bur­
prise, the Batt~lion Comma.nder1 ~jor Jamos E. M:>ore Jr.·, ~lean, Va..-, 
decided to infiltrate one of his companiES into the area on foot ·v.tth 
three days rations.- · 

On the third day the company was moving south on two axes.- The ·2nd 
and 3rd platoons were on 0. high ridgeJine with the company (-) moVing 
parallel in the valley below.- The 2nd and 3rd. platoons were to swing 
down a finger to tho east and link 'Up with the rODVJ.5nder of the company• 
At about 1000 •hrs the two platoons on the . ridge began their .movement 
dawil.hill.. The ·2nd platoon was in tho lead with the 3rd platoon follo""'" 
ing1 echeloned to.· the left.· At 1035 bra· the 2nd plo.toon colilmmlded by 
2nd LT lmthony 11.· Hassil, North Hollywoodj Cali:rornia, approached nn 

, enemy bunker from the roD.t"o Tho position wns orientated to fire east 
down the finger,. Three N'vA ran from tho the bunker o.nd were Quickly cut 
down.- Two .AI47's and one Chicom LM:l were co.pturod~· (See LJ.ap tt£ure 1). 

The platoons continued moving ca.utioU.sly down· the finger.- Sudden.l;v 1 
tho jungle erupted in a. blaze of fire.- Two men were woundod in the 
1ni tia.l volley.- The en~ had evidently alloYed them to got 'Within 15~20 
meters bof'ore they opened up~· · .c'\.ccording to PSG Jo.ck H, Jasper, lawton, 
Okla.· 1 tho plo.t Sgt. 2nd J?lat, 11The f'iro w.s so intense tho.t no one could . 
mo~- if he did he w.s hit.- Wo had nine man hit in tho first 30 minutes.· 

. The men wre mgnifi-cont .- they followed orders and operated like mo.chi.nos.· 
As tho firepower built up the enemy fire docroo.scde We fired sixteen .. 
M-72 :U.WS Q.uring the firofighte rtn never bo without IAWs o.gain1 they 

· o.re a. good voo.pone I don't know how JllOllY we killed but I do know those 
· :u .. wrs really ·hurt the PAVN's".· (Sae figure 2). · · 

·The third plntoon Dllllleuvered to the left in an o.ttempt to flo.nk the 
en~.· However, it w.sntt long. bei"ore they too were heavilY engaged with 
tvo eneD\V bunkers.· (See figure 3).· The 3rd platoon leo.der1 2nd LT James 
H.- ·Smith, Patterson N. J., was hit in tho ar.tn.' He picked up a 45 cal pis­
tol and nssnultod one of the bunkers.~ Ho wns hit o.gnin in the left leg 
a.nd ws pinned down by the heavy fire.- SP/4 Io:wrenco l-ie Ireland, Houston, 
Texas tho platoon medic 1 ran t:hrough the enemy firo and carried LT Smit.h 
bo.ck to n covered position where his wounds could be tended.- · 
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r!~N,r tDE'Nrlll~ 
By 1420 hrs the DOdew.c ship had o.ri-ived and evo.CJUa.ted. tw o£ the 

voundod by hoist.· At this tir.101 hovever1 there wre 14 nore -wounded 
which htld been brought to the oroa fron which tho originol Dedevnc ws 
Iltlde.- The Bn Sllrgcon ·OP.T· Carroll P.- Osgood, West 1UJ.rlrord1 Connecticut, 
volunteered to bo lo\-lerOCi into the oottlo o..rea. to core tor the wounded 
nnd orgDllize their evo.ClUl.tion.· On the nodevo.c t s third trip1 the doctor 
ws lowered into tho orca., with nuch needed blood p1asno.1 and another 
wounded oan wns ovo.cunted.- Uni'ortunately the hoist on the nodeVo.c ship 
broke 1 so a. C~ 7 Chinook wns requested to hoist out the rennini ng 
woundedi \fuen it nrnvcd four nore wounded nen were hoisted nbool.'d.· 
The Brignde Surgeon, ~- llennis E.· leo, st.· louis, M>.·, wns on the 
CH-4 7 Chinook· with !.lCdicnl personnel nnd ns soon a.s the woundod were 
li£ted a.boord1 their trea.toont began.- The hoist ws not wrldng proper­
ly a.nd tho Chinook hovered for 45 ninutes in the battle a.roa. while the 
Den wre boing extra.ctod • As tho fifth cnsuo.lty wa.s being 1if'tcd the 
hoist stuck in pla.ce.· The Chinook proceodod townrd the 25th 1-bd hospi­
tal v.i.th the wounded nnn dangling sooe 50 feet below.- lfa.j Moore then 
directed the Chinook to a.n open a.rea and lo.ndod his sbip i . Tho Iltlll ws 
renoved :trorJ tho hoist and token to the Ded.evac center by tho Bn Co:o­
IWldar's helicopter.- Beoa.use of the ·soldier's condition th:ts o.cti.on 
probably so.ved. his lifo.-

Wh:Uo the Chinook ws extro.cting the wounded the conpa.ny ntte.D.pted 
to 11eutro.lize the bunkers using r.r.~.ws and the 9Qco rec:m:D.esa rifle.·_ The 
thick vegetation hm:lpored these effo~ts, o.lthough they did got several 
direct hits.- ·By this tina Charlie Conpa.ny lDl 17 'WO'Ulldod.- Captain Cav­
ender decided, therefore, tho.t he could no longer afford to contint~:e the 
stalernte.- Tho enecy firo wo.s extrot10ly accurate o.nd his co.sunltios 
had been steadily incroo.sing.· It seetled o.s though everytiue one of the 
men exposed hi.IJself ho ws hit by the unseen :oorksnan.- Therefore, while 
the hook ws rWdng the fino.l. extro.ct:ions 1 (Wr Co.vonder o::'ga.nizod his 
nen for. a fino.l Q.sso.ult.- At ~00 hrs, using the 2nd o.nd 3rd pla.toons 
o.s a base of fire 1 CPT Cavender led tho two squods of tho first platoon 
in tho finnl assault.· The a.ssault wave rose up as one IJlUi.- Shouting 
o.nd screaming at the top of their lungs they closed on the EIDBIV posi­
tions.· The v.l.ol~t a.ssault wns so effective that socc of the enemy fled 
troiJ tho btmkers1 others were found cmroring in their holes.· ·As the 
nen ran :forward they threw hop.d grona.des in the enotJY bunkers, and cut 
dovn tho fleeing enell73" .- It wsn rt until the posi tiona were overun tho.t 
tho Iilell ·.n-on Clulrlie Conpany reo.lizod tho.t there "Were five lo.rge bunkers 
arranged in a circle instead G£ the one or two they had expected to find.­
(See figure g)~- In and· around· the bunkers 25 NV/1. bodies were found o.long 
v.lth 6 AK-47's1 3 unrs, 2. SKS1 1 ~user ~d several greno.des.· 

1/LT Da.v!d w.- Hockett~ Morongo, Iowa1 pl.a.toon leo.der of the 4th . 
platoon, led his plo.toon in the finaJ. devastating charge.- ~ sa.id1 "About 
1(>00 hrs tho CO informed IJe that my plo.toon a.nd two sq'Ullds i'rolil the 1st 
would o.sooul t the enerzy- pos:i. tion.- I organized "f!''y platoon into two wnves; 
instructing the 2nd wve to fire in tho trees abova the first wnve.- I 
wns in thc. nic1dle and tho GO was on the rjght .- On the · signal -wn :moved 
o1:t; after a. f~r netc:r-;1~ enu::;; i':tr0 bo0o.ne ~.nto.~30 o.nd tJ.1c l-l.ne beg1~1. . 
to wnver .- ld; -'.:;his tino CP_r Ca.nnd -:;r lot c.ut "rl-th tho.t naeore;:ta Ral:Jel 
Yell" of his and tho.t relieved the tension.- The nen pickad up tho cry 
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and we surged forwnrd through the enemy positions.-

11As I broko tr..rough tho thick foliage I so.w Sgt Mi.chaill H.· .furtenson, 
Chicago· ID1 a.ssnulting two bunkers undor tho covering fire of Do.le w.· 
Kindred, .l\:rrowsnith1 Ill.- K:in:lrod \oro.S firing directly into the apertures 
of the bu..."'"lkors a.s tbrtenson ron forwo.rd ond threw in grenndes.- 11 

. . 

"SP/4 Clyde F.- l-lolkor, Corinne, Utn.h; j"1mped into tho last bunkor1 
screm:d.ng and using his rifle as a. club- he wns hit throe tiDes by the 
renni n:lng NVll inside 1 he got one; then we pulled lrl.n out nnd tossed· in 
tw grenades - that finished tho fight.· It wns suddenl\v" very quiet, 
thoro were doad NVA ill over t}l..o place.- There is no doubt in my IJind 
that once w storted · yelling the battle \oro.S ours.- I felt then tho.t 
nothing could stop us 11 .-

Sgt M:>rtonson said, "I don It t:bink we could ·have tcl<:en the position 
'Without the fina.l charge.· I already had three mn in rq fire teaiJ. hiti 
Once w saw the· bunkers and started· yelling, those gooks IIUSt hnve kndWn 
they wro dorul- They had nowore ito go and nothing to do but die".· 

· After tho ba.ttle CPT· Cavender so.id, 11Tbis battle was won by the 
nen, not artillery or o.ir power- but tho infontrynan wo were willing 
to cl;:,se with and destroy tho eneoy .- They did everything I asked of 
then and nora.· Once we sturted our assault I knew that it would soon 
be over 1 and Victory wo.s aurs" .-

"The longer w stayed where we wre 1 the nore casual ties we were 
tnkingi I have never seen eneey fire so accurate.- It seened like · 
ovci-ytioo aLlan :moved he wns hiti We wre too close for artillery nnd 
o.ir1 and we couldnft pull back 'Without taking a lot of casualties; I 
know "Clulrliell wo.s surprised wen we charged.· His fire ws still hec.vy­
bu.t not o.s accurate and w could see solle of them trying to run out of 
their holes.· When I heard tho men and sav the dote...-minc.tion on their 
faces - I w.s proud to ba a.n infantryl;um and their conpa.ny COIUilnnder .-
I sure wuldnlt.bnvo wnntOO. to be in one of those bunkers.- I still 
prefer to use our basic concept of finding and fixing the enemy - then 
use all the artillery and air we can get.- However, I feel that on tho.t 
day I fu.l.filled a conpony coiJr.Jmldors dreon - to lead his men in nn 
overwheln:i.ng1 successfUl assault of nn eneoy fortified position.- W~ 
learned a.n inporta.nt lesson that day a.nd that. is that an aggressive, 
well trained J\ner:l.cnn rifle conpany is the ultinn.te -wenpon.u 

This nction by Co C is an outstonding CXOI!lple of the application 
of fire and maneuver plus the use of orennic direct fire waponsi No 
artillery, nir1 or gunships were enployod.- Support w.s not used duo to 
the ·clo8e q'll£lrters fighting 'With infantryman engaged 'Within 15-20 neters 
of th~ enocy-.- Qf particular note w.s the final assault in true infantry 

\. style, through heavy eneiJY fire, and the fact thnt only one mn w.s 
woundedi 

Conpany C hnd n total of lS cu~ltics, two of whon subsequently 
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. . In 'the meantime, ~ .Tohn n.- Co.vender, ~la.ycross, Georgia, :the ·com­
pany CoDIDI.Olldor1 ws bringing .his 1st a.na 4th pln.toons \ip the finger ·in . 

. zm tltteapt tc' close the pincer on tho enm;r i · The 4th (Wpns) pl.D.toon was 
~used ae ·-&..zdt]q platoon. to:r'thi&-~n. {See.figure· 4).- Yds 
elements. wore fired upon b7 a lone rif'lcma.n: n.t the base of' the fingor .­
When £ire vm.s retm-ned ·the) emm1y fled.: Tho. vegetation in th:1s area. wns 
so thick thnt the eloments 'With the· Company CP ·YM-Q • .torced to movn on 

.··<·-·:···the ~ trn:U. ca'. ·· Co.yendor sent the lst and 2nd t.Jqt18ds of' the pla-. 
toon toWnrd c. small knob oust of the enocy to act as 0. blocking f'oroc.- . 
(Soe figure 5) .- Ho then !!llllleuvorcd the rc!:.lai.ndcr of the 1st pla.t nnd tho 
4th plntoon to tho .north of' tho onomy. · (Soe _figure 6).- When this hail 
been accomplished he II!OVed forw.:rd with a sq1md to locate the enetl\1 po-
d tiona oncl determine his course of action.··· At th5.s time the men of 
Cho.rlie Company- believed there· were only two enemy bwiko:":S1 the ones tl.lat 
were engaged w.l. th the 2nd and 3rd platoons.- ·Upon npproo.ohing tho posi--
t~on f'rom the ret:a.) ~ Cnvender Qild the ·squad began to receive heavy 
automatic w~ns !"ire .t."roo:t the. lett; J!'ront. resul.ting in e~ver.al. cesuaJt:fes. 

The Battalion Conuiumder, Ml.j Mom-e and his &e.3 ;· .1-hj or Garold r..­
Tippen1 Columbus, Ohio, hn.d been in the air over thG battle since llOO 
hrsi CP.r , Cavender requested an ammo resupply a.nd m:edevo.c f'or tw ser­
iously wotmded men while he completed his maneuver and brought forlmrd 
his 90mm RRi There were no landing zones in the area, ~ at 12.30 hrs, 
one squod !Tom the 2nd platoon pulled back 100 neters to care for the 
vounded and o.ssist in.- tho resupply• (See figure 7).· The Battalion 
Col!I!Jml.der requested a medevnc heliciopter With a. hoist' mid iuso a badly 
needecl·Tesllpply of nmmuni:tioni Morin.ltlbile, the squad f'rom tho 2nd pln.­
toon began clearing the underbrush for the .medeva.c and the resupply · 
dropi Mi.nutes·l:n.ter, the Bn Ondr returned.J .the commo.nd c.nd control he­
licopter flew down ond huvured ~ troo,.top. lovol :wbile- ·tho. .lllll!:lUilitian 
.w.s . ..droppecr to. tho-·wniting I:1e.tl ~ow•· · -. . 

The 3l!Ci.,Pln~ us:f..ng .I-I-.72 · IAWttJ!Ullleuvered :mcl.destroyed the two . 
. . bunkerS-to their immediate r.ront... . By this t..i.me they were reccrl..ving hettr.Y' 

fire .:f'roi!i i.'llrther- .to thoii<-ea.st.· Bec:lUBe of tho d~&-vegeto.tion nnd 
· the proxintty of· US ~S.-~-ws..not·-fettsi~ a.nd Huey gunsbiJ8 

· ..... could do.l:l.tt-1-e-·throcgh-tho·thick ju:ngle cafloPY'• Mlj lbot"& talked to 
tho company Comnnder---.concerning tho~feae:tb:tllty-··ot . .Pul11ng ba.ck-.and 

-·-.... ··-bringing in TAO t:dr.- CP.t. • Cc:vend~"Stnted that the enemy fire ws so 
··-.~ .. heavy o.nd-··~emme 'tilult..he . .f'el.t he wuld ·SWJt,ain . .mc;re casualties by 

· -···· withdrawing.; He nlso hzld o.l.l escnpe routos cut off and ws waiting for 
.: ·.his 90t.Dl retr-fll.ee&.r.i.fle .. ·to- be ·traug~·:forword £or . .a. direct shot a.t the 

. enemy ·'bc:nkers.- At this tiDe it appeared as if the fire ws COJ'Ji.Dg_~ 
one or tvo positd.ons that were situAted in the saddlei ·· · - · -

The disposition of Charlie Conpnny wa.s as follows: The 2nd and 3rd 
platoons were west of the enerJY position.- Two squads of the 1st plat 1 
the 4th platoon ond Conpnny OP group were to the north llil.d two squads 
fro~ the 1st had laboriously \rork'3d their woy up to the Imob to the east.­
The only g0.r,' ~i.":l the enc:~_.--clonont ,-..ns to t:!e south, bl.:.t it vm.s covered 
ei~cctively by fire fron ·(,he ~ oq-~1o...:i3 cast oi' t.tu3· ens:cy pot:i.t:l.c..:na.· 
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died or wounds.- Tho rotm:inder of tho waundcd were not serious.- .A:rter 
the blttle the o:reo. w.s policed arid the.~ mved back dawn the i':lnger 
to tho oast, to their night loco.tioni H~ the remining six wl1d.ng 
wotmded were cJ-..-tro.ctcd.- (Sec figure 9)e 

Tho Battnlionlj nori~ concept of operntions hns been to use the 
infantry to find and fix the eneey • Conpony C 1:uld been 1n L1allY other 
battles whore the enoey- body count w.s rn1ch lnrger ond their crumnlties 
were rewr.- Howvcr1 the nan ware pl'C12d of this victory-1 o.s they had 
IJet oil NVA plo.toon in prepared positions, fighting on the en~'s awn 
teros, and defeated him. o.s Infa.ntrynen.· 
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