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AVDDIJ-GG-P 13 June 1968 
SURJECT: Combat Oper:-~.tinns After'!"'/lction Renort 

o o I 

Division AO; i.e., tnnks, 100 srxl 105rran artillery. It··:":>..s ~lso determihed 
·that the enemy's immediate objective was BON HE'r. '!'his !lituat'iOI\ e1dstod at 

the time TASK FORCE MATHEWS began operations on May 24th. 

(2) En~ Composition, Disposition and Strength Prior to Operation 
" liATHEWS: 

!!N1I 
325C NVA 

HQ and Support 
101D Regt 
95C Regt 
12oth Sapper Bn 

4oth t.rtillery Regt 
HQ anti Support 
K-33 Bn . 

STREimTH 

2200 
2150 
1800 
250 

200 
300 

b. Ehemy Activity !Atring Operation HATHEt-/S 

DISPOSITION 

YB 750300 
YB 842286 
YB 795195 
YB 750300 

Tri-Bordcr l.r.ea 
YB 896179 

(1) On 25 Hay 2/C/2/1 Cav mndc contact on Hwy 512 (YB 903274) with 
an unidentified enemy unit which attacked froM the northwest, resulting in 
47 NV~ KilL. On 25 May at FSB 29 (YB 939223), A ru1d C/1/8 Inf w6rc·attacked 
fram·the south, south-southwest and west bY clements of the K-4:En, 950 

· Rcgt, resulting 1n 149 NV/. KIA. \ 
'· 
' \ 

On 27 Ua"r reliable intelligence reports indicated the movement of an 
unidentified NV~\ division hcndqu.artcrs clement into. the vicinity of DAK ·PEK 
Special Forces Camp. This division was believed to be the 2nd NVA Div, 
'Which had. overrun two Special Forces· Camps just north of the 4th DivisiGn 
ID duriug "the ;:)eriod 9-11 l1ay. It was nc:t known what clements on the · 
division accompanied the bcadqtlarters element. TASK FCRCE Ml.'l'l-ffiWS instituted 
a a,.stai11ed air e ·~ri'!e effort in the aren., i11 conj\~nction with reconnaissance 
in force by t~ro battalions of t'"!.c 3d Bdo, lOlst A.bn Div. Subsaqt~ent rccon-· · 
naissanca and other intelligence indicated that tho cna~ force had apparent-
:cy with:irawn tempora.ri:cy into Laos. · 

On 30 May on Hill 990 (YB 817248) D/3/ 12 Inf ,.m,s at tv.ck cd from t h c 
north, north~rest and lf~st by a large enemy force, believed to consist of 
elemmta of tho K-1 Bn, 101 D Regt, resulting jn 43 NVA KIA (BC). It t~as 
believed that th.e enanyl a camalties were at ler:nt three times ~ hli.gh'-n.s 
the body count, but he·was able to remove most of tham before tl:~:y could., 
be counted, On 3 June,· at Yl3 79'$.274, 1st B~.tta.lion~ 35th Jnf(lntry was -.. 
attacked from t~c north,· west nnd south by an estimated cnnny battal~on. · 
S\'reep of the area· arouhd 'the perimeter found 4 NVIL KLA (BC) wd m~ny p1.rts 
or bodies and dr~g Iilarks. · SUbsequent scorch of a mmkcr com~lex wh~ch 
included a medical facility at YB 7027 rdvca.lcd 18 ndditional INA bodies 
in shallow gr~ves. TI1is nttackwas the l~st offensive action qy tho 3~C 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operr.tions /.ftcr-Action Report 

·Div; following it the enm1y began a gr:>.dual withdrawal tm-tard the border. ~ 

Tlie · 101 D Regt is believed to hnve withdrawn northwest of H'Wy 512 into laos, 
while the 95C Regt moved southwest of Hwy 512 into Crunbodia. On 4 JtmtJ 
on Hwy· 14N (ZA 209950) a convoy Waf! t~mbushod by elements of the 4th Bn, 
24th Regt. The convoy was relieved by ell!monts of 2/1 Cnv, resulting in 
39 NV~~ KIA. Identific,.tion of the 4th Bn, 24th Regt in the ambush nreP.. by 
captured· documents confirmed the movement of this unit into the area. north 
of KONTUM ·City= near Hwy 14!1. The 24th Regt continued to constitute a. sig­
nificent threat ,to' friendly lines of communication in /.0 M..\THEWS between 
KONTUM City ·nnd TJ\N. CANH. 

!···· 

•. · On 10 Jlll'le Dl.K P.EK Special Forces Crunp :md B ::md D/1/22 Inf received . . 
, :iritense at 'backs by· fire, in \"rhich the· enmerr employed 60 and 82mm mort:-~.r · . · 
'·fire, 75rinn ·RR fire, and 122mrn rocketw. In addition; B/1 /22 Inf at YB 91 06f/'1 
·re·c~ived a ground as snult with s m~ll ~rrns, grenndes, and fJ.Amcthrowers. 
The r.ttacking force Wr-'.S probably -a reinforced comptmy. The size -of the 
unit· rn;lking the att~ck, es well as too weapons employed in the ground nttick 
and attncks by fire, indicnte thA.t m~.jor elements of' the 2d NVA Division · 
have probably ·returned to tln D/JC Pill{ area to renew offensivt:• 

:(2) Ebany Compostion, Disposition and Strength Encotmtcred During 
Operation MATHEWS: 

UNIT 

325C NV/. Div 
101D Regt 
95C Regt 
120th Sap::>er 

Bn 

2d NVA Div 
U/I Regt 

24th Regt 
4th Bn 
5th Bn 

40th J'.rty Regt . 
.. K-33 In 

STREl~GTH 

'1430 
1425 
125 

2000 

350 
375 

. 300 

DISPOSITION 

YB 8124 
YB 8322 
Both of th() :tbov8 locn.tions 

Y13 9167 

Z1~ 2095 
ZA 1899 

YD 9216 

c, Chnr<lcteristics of the :.rer. of Opero?.tions: 

(1-) Weather: . Almost every d!ly of Operation Hl .. THEWS saw herwy rain­
fall; norrna.l.ly a light drizzlc'occurred in the morning, giving D.l'lay _to 

· :munerous·afternoon rainshowers.; Scattered low clouds, bases of 300 to 
500 feet' and scattered-to-broken clouds f.l.bove 1 000 feet were experienced 
during early itlorning hours. Broken cumulus ::md scnttcrcd CUJTI.Ulon:i.mbus 
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AVIDH-GC-P 13 June 1968 
SUBJiCT: Combat Operat.ions After - Action Report 

and ceilings of 1000 feet (obscurint, some pec.kD) occurred C:.urinl!. Jn te 
.. afternoons Md eveninls. Sevor(l.l foa~ y mon1ings limi teci visibility to 

3 fog& mornings. 

(2)· Terr~~n: The western ?ortion of KONTUM Province from thG 
border to tho eastern ond of AO MATH "'·!S is chnrncterizcd by ruft{·.od mountains 
surrounding n small central basin area. The highest peaks reach over 1400 
meters while ·ranges in the west and south avcr~ge 103$ meters. Vegetation in 
the mountd.nous areas consists of veey henvy double to triple canopy forest. 
The undergrowth in most arona is vecy thick brush mixed with b.."\mboo. Some of 
tho higher elevetioos h~vo vecy light undergrowth. In tho mountmnous areas 1 
thoro are scattered out-croppings. of miXed largo stones end stone cliffs. There 
are natur~l stone caves in such nrcns. Suitable nnturcl ~~ding zones do not 
exist in ·the mountainous e.reas. The.. ccntr.!'.l br.sin n.roc has moderate rolief 
evoraging from 6$0 to 660 meters. Vogotntion varies from sj.nr,lc cc.nopy ho~wy 
forest with very thick undorgro\orth to scnttored low trocs w:i th thick grnss ~nd. 
mixed brush undergrowth. lower aroc.s ner.r strol!Ills ,ho.ve hoo.vy 'brush grr.ss. 
Ulrge stnnds or bmnboo ora acntte:rod throughout tl1e~ rosin l'.l'eo.. Suitcblc ··. 
nature.l lending· zones can be found in some nroas. Principal drninage is pro­
Vided by tho Th\K POKO River, which flows south through tho. ~reo.. Many smaller 
tributaries dissect the entiro arc~. Doop ravines ~rc found throughout the 
mount~inous aron while rice paddy choked strc~ns mcm1dcr ru1d criss-crosa through 
the basin area. 

(a) Observation nnd fields of fire: Obsorv::.tion end fields of fire are 
extremely limited in the mountnit1ous ~roes duo to the very honvy vegetc.tion. 
Somo vant.:.ge points, howovor, do exist which pon.rl.t observed cliroct and in­
direct firo into tho low erocs. Obsorvr.tion improves in the lower c.rons and 
along tho DAK i'OKO Vc.llo;r where scattered opun l'..ror.s c.n.:l lie,htor vegotl:'.tion 
offor less rGstrictod fields of fire. 

(b) Cover: Good cover is t.'.Ve.ileblo throug,hout 
whore many do':>p rt>.\"ines, largo rocks, hc.".vy forost, 
protection from both J:~.5.rstrikos end nrt:i.llcry firo. 
covor from indirect firo Mel oirstrikoa c.-~n only bo 
tun~cls. 

the mountainous area 
r.-.nr~ nntural cnvcs provide 
In tho centr~l ~".sin nrca, 
obt~inod from bunkers end 

(c) Concuclrnent: Ccnco':1.lmont is excellent in tho hcnvily forested 
mount~inous nrocs; air obscrv~tion of eround activity is impossible except 
in orcas whore honvy bombing has removed the vegetation. TI1c centr~l bnsin 
.area provides much less concco.lmont; nir observation varies from good in the 
·light~ forested aro~ to excellent in the opon .aroas. 

(d) Obst1:1.clcs: Tho mojority of tho AO, except for the b."\sin a.roa cast 
nnd south of BEN HET, is chnrnctcrizod by stoop (30%) slopes, rairl.forcsts, 
and dense vegetation. In the enstorn section of tho area, tho DAK POKO River 
pr~sonts n formid~blo parrior to vehicular and foot trcffic. TI1o bamboo in 
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AVDDH-GC-P 13 Jtme 1968 
SUBJECT : Combat Oper<!tions After - AcM.on R(1port 

tho aroa c;ast nncl south of Bl!;J.IJ IIDr is thick end difiicult to tr:worso. 
Conditions greatly rostrict foot movement t.o existing ronds and/or trcl.l 
networks on1 for all practical purposes chrumclizcs vehicular movcmont to 
Higlu·m.y 512 • 

(e) Koy Terrain: In nddi tion to friendly firo bn.:Jes the foL1owine; 
o.ron.s o.re critical: 

1. Bridges vic YB 943238 nnti ZB 156053. 

,g,. High ground vic ZB 0126 nnd YB 9969. 

2• Ri.dgu-high grountl vic YB 9222, ZB 0416 m1•.~ ZB 0011. 

(f) Avonu\-Js of Approach: The; main ·'lVunuc.s of ~ppro~cn ir1to tho moo<:~. 
aro provided by Hic-;h..,Jc.-.y lhl-1, Rotr(;e l.LN, Routu 512 from the; uost, ~ nm-rly 
constructEJd enemy road twoard BErt HL'T from the. lie st., <'-n•~ tho nJ·~~ Sill &id 
DAJ~ HO'DRAI Valleys from the sm,_th. A major tra:U enters the nroa frcm the 
l-1est v:l.cinit~r YB 730368. (Sec Appondj.x 3). 

1. Highway l.4N as far north ~s TANH C. . .NH is nn improved, hnrd-slirfncod, 
two lane dirt raod ·t:.raffic~blc tr= whcolocl nnrl he.:'.~{ .C\rmoro-.~ vohicles m~copt 
from mid-Juno to late September when the lc\.r nroas become :i.mpr.ss~ble. North 
of TAllH C/J-111 it is unimproved dirt road, impasoablc to vehicular trn.ffic. 

2. Route 512 enters tho f....O from the west vicinity YB 7527 and continues 
to tho cast thrc~h BEN ID::T and DJJ<" TO to T/a.NH Ciil'IH where it moots Highway 
lUN vicim.ty YB o63225. This route has BCnorally the ::mmo chnracteristics ::>.5 

14N, but it is :ilnpa.a:Jnblu from YB 750270 to YB 802230 due to ho:wy bombing. 

3. 1\.. nou4r constructed enemy road enters the 1•0 from t;:.e west vic 
YB 740219 nnd connects with Route 512 vicj.ni ty YB 803238. Tho rond, con­
structed by lmnc L."lbor, is hard-packcc. dirt .:-,nd e;.vc..raeos four to fi vo meters in 
l-Jidth. Tho rooo follmvs tcrrnin contours nne: hns no drainage ditches. Due to 
heavy bombing tho ro:a.d is :i.rnpo.ssc.blo frc>tn YB 784227 to YB 803238. If ropnirs 
aro made, this rcute could provide r. hir,h speed armor approach to BEN HET. 

4. Tho riYer v::.lloys frcm the south prcvic'.o cxccllont c-.vunuos of nppronch 
for inf:.?.ntry movement. Conccah1C1nt frcm ::-.urial obsorvr.tion, ·ho\·Jever, is 
lncking in mony aroas. 

{g) E:rfc:ct,s of Wuathur c.n T<~rrr:.in: Soil ccnditiuas vary from mdst <md 
fairly firm in tho hith mountnins to saturated on<l c::r.trcmtJly mud:"y in tho 
contr~l basin arcn.. Thiele vn5ctt>.tion r11el vc.r;y- slick, st0~p slopos proacnt :\ 
definite j_mpoc.:-tment tc> foot .~nr1 ve;hicul.:-.r trnf.::ic. M::rw lvr-tor1·T~.ys, eopecially 
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SUBJECT: C~mbat Operations :&\fter - Action Report 

tha, DJ\K POKO Ri vGr uuu to tho sw(:jllin~ c:.\used by the r.:-..ins a"ld draincee, 
bocomo unror&.blo duri11c.; this poriQd • 

. d. Attacks by Fire on Friendly Posi t.ions by Type. 

60mm mortar 
8211111l mortar 
7Smm RR 
lOQmn Gun 
lOSmm.Howitzor 
l22nnn Rocket 
120mm r.1ortnr 

e. Mining Incidents. 

Vohiclos hit mines 
Mines clisccvorod 

r. Captur~d Enoli\V Weapons .• 

Unit -
1-8 Inf 
1-22 Inf 
.3-8 Inf 
.3-12 Inf-
2-1 Cav ' 
1-35 In! 
1-506 Inf (i\.bn) 
2-5o6 Inf ~Abn) 
3-187 Inf · Abn) 
7-17 Air .Cf.l.V 

10 
42 
4' 
0 
4 
.3 
3 

3 
2 

Small Arms -------
41 

.3 

65 
2~ 

6 

4 

Ilii 

Crow Served Weanons 
-----------~--

1 
3 

Tot~l We~pons Captured 160 
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AVDDH-GC-P 
SUBJECT: Combat Oper~tions J\ftor-Action Report 

g. Enemy Casualties : 

Unit 

1-8 Inf 
1-22 Inf 
3-8 Inf 
3-12 In£ 
2-1 Co.v 
7-17 Air .Cav 
1-35 Inf 
1-506 Ini' (Abn) 
2-5o6 Inf (Abn) 
3-187 Inf' (Abn) 
LRPs 

8. (C) MISSI01~·: 

g{L (Bot:ly Count 

:119 
5 
9 

72 
90 
5 
5 
0 

11 
0 
6 
~ 

a. TF MATHMS was acti vatod to r 

13 Juno 1968 

CIA --
3 (2-Retumeo) 
3 (1-Rctumeo) 
1 

(1) Con~uct roconnnissrmcc in force orx1rr•ticns ;•_n(~ loc.,tc :m<.~ destroy 
onemy forces in AO MA~HEWS. 

(2) Destroy the 325C NVA Division in accord...mcc with OPOIU> 11-68, HQs 
4th Infantry Division, dtd 24 Mny 1968. 

(3) Protect DAK PI:J< and BEN H~'T US..:>F Crunps • 

(4) Protect Dill\ TO Base C3111p. 

(5) Secure LWC within li..O Mli.TliD'lS. 

(6) Be prepared to reliovo/roinforco 42D JLRVl~ Regiment. 

b. Letter of Instruction to CG, TF MATllli'tlS is at Inclosure 3. 

9. (C) CONCEPT OF OPER.l\.TIOUS_: 

a.. Taslc Force Mli..TIID.~S was formed with 2 brigades in respons'o .to the 
movement of major units of the 325C NVA Division toward BEN HET USSF Camp 
from the west. To destroy tho 325C Division, .1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division 
attacked on D-pay (27 May 68) with simultaneous comb~t assaults by two bat- ... · 
talions to sacuro objective DIGGS (YB 8731) ~nd objoctivo B~VON (YB 8124). 
3d Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division followed nt H + 3 hours with a one bat­
talion combc.t ass.:o.ult to socuro objective CAH.DD'~fiL (YB 8218) southwest of 
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BEN Hf!:T. One CSF company began reconnaissance in force at ·u+2 hours from BZH HEr 
west northwest toward Hill 705 (YB 8526) to find and cl.estroy NVA ,.,earons posit~.ons 
and.assembly areas. 1st Bde continued the offensive on 0+1 with a battalion-size 
combat assault. to secure objective COJ!BS CR·:d{ (~lB 8327~. 

~· b. In order to blo.ck the Til rlROiJG Valle:;r appt·oach to DAK ':X) and T.J.T CANH 
from tlfo nortH, 42d ARVN ne~iment deployed one battalion by air assotilt northeast 
of DAK TO on D-1 (26 May 6S). The 23d A~V'f-~ Ranr>;er Battalion was deploJi-ed beginning 
D-1 (26 May 68) to a·ecure FSB t s along Rte 512 a~d the high. grotmd north of D ... K, TO. 
Convoy routes were secured by armored cavalry units supr.orted by amcd helicopters 
and.air cavalry. ', 

\ 

c. CSF operations at BEH HET and DAI< F.~K Nere ··cool'dinated with Tnsk Force 
operations and were integrated into the overall offensive plan. 

d. One battalion1 as Task Force reserve, was initially prepared to exploit 
contacts in either brigade area and/or to secure object.ive FOSTr~ (YB 7829) on . 
D-f-3. 3d Brigade1 101st Airborne "las prepared to r.cinforce :.)J~l\ SEJ'.!~G o:.;d/or JA!= 
FBK Ui.JSF Camps should the enetny threat ruquire. 

\ 
I 

e. All offensive oper~tions '~ere su;1portcd by B-52 oirstrikcs and massive. 
artillery preparations prior to ·assaults by infantry. Immediate toctical sir '-. 
support1 B-52 strikes, and artillery l-lere er.tployed throughout Oporation HAT!-'l::',-13 to'· .. 
noutralize enemy weapons and destroy ene~r forces by fire t.md as close support. 

f. Inclosure 1, Operations Overlay. 

10. (C) ~~CUTION: 

a. Gen'3ral. 

(1) Operation MATH..;:~s was initiated by Task Force !jt'.t'IJI~VS at 242000 llay 68 
with 1st Brigade, 4th Infantr.r Division tmd 3d Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division 
under tho Conmand of the Assistant Division CoiJUTlander, l~th Infantry Division. 
The area of operations encompassod AO SPAATZ (DAIC TO) and AO CH•.ROK!Z (DJ\K PJ!:Jr) 
and included R~·;rr HET, Di~K S.~!L'. ·r;, and DAK I'::::K tlSSF Camps. 3d ~~riga de, 101 st M.r­
borne Division closed using C-130 njrcraft on 26 May with 3 battalions. 

(2) On 27 May (D-JJay) 3d Drigade relieved 1st :3rigade of responsibilit~r for 
the AO east of B.15N Hii;'I'. 1st Brigade air· assaulted with 2 com~nies, 3d Battalion, 
8th Infantry at 1003 hot~s to secure Objective -DIJ~3 (Hill 900) and wi~1 4 GOm­
panies, 3d Battalion, 12th Infantr:;r at 1005 hours to socure Objective B1~voa (Hill 
990). Doth objectives 'Here securod with no enemy contnct. The commzmd and con­
trol aircraft, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry rece].ved enern;v fire and made a forced 
lanqing south of Objective DIGnS. The cot;unand group and crcl-z "'era ectract.ed un­
injured and continued control of th~ assault. At 12.00 hrs (H+2), a B::a·: H.:.T CSF 
company began a ground assault to secure Hill 705 northwest of n:..:;N J[r~T. I.t 1Jh0 
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hrs, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry under OPCOU 3d Brie;ade, assaulted and secured 
Obj CA:'IDJ:l~AL (Hill $£39) with 2 companies l-lithout incident. Upon securing initial 
obje~tives, 1st Brigade units beg~n conductj_n~ reconnaissance :i.n force toward the 
Cambodian border with a mission to ~m~age and destro~r enemy forces. From .Objective 
CiiR.DINAL, 3d Brigade controlled the southwest approach townrd RJ~N n.!;T b:v· conductj.ng 
extensive reconnaissance and screening operations around Hill 889 and· along the 
approach toward the northeast. 

(3) On 28 May 68 (D+1), 1st Brigade continued to attack with a comb~t assault 
by 3 ·companies, tst_nattalion, 35th lnfantr···· to secure Objective CODBS CR.Jil-~K and -
search possible tNA staging or storage areas in the drR\-ss \-:est of B.-~.:N }{;_~T. 

(4) Based on the major threat to DJ.K F.i~K which developed on D-Day from units· 
of the 2d NVA. Div, 3d Brigade deployed on 28 May 68 (D+1) --v1ith a Brigade CP' 2d 
Battalion,· 506th Airborne Infantry. 3d Brigade assumed OPCON of AO CHEROilli!.:. with 
the mission to protect DAK PEK and to destroy 2d tWA Division forces threatening 
DAK PEK. l•!ith the deployment of the remainder of 3d Battalion, 187th idrborne 
Infantry on 29 May, 3d Brigade established control of the high ground controlling 
DAK PEK to the \iest and north and began a series of airi!lobile combat assaults to 
exploit B-52 airstrikcs and engage 2d N\TA Division forces. Airstrikes, artillery, 
and positioning of infantry on key terrain resulted :i.n the enemy forces withdraw­
ing-into LAOS. Upon withdrawal of the major enemy forcos, 2d Battalion, 506th 
Airborne .. Infantry was deplo;,.-ed back to DiJC TO on 2 June. 

. (5) After the_enemy attack on the 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry morttr base 
at Hill 990 on 30 May, A Compan:r, 3d Battalion, 8th Infnntry reinforced Hill 990 
and began extensive sweep operntions nround the base. 1st Bri~ade continued to 
push toward the west ''~ith 3 battalions search5 nr.; the rid:~es nnd draws along a~ 
preaches leading from the west. 

(6) 23d ARVN Ranger Battalion and 2d Dattalion, 4~d nii.VN (-), under Or'COh 
42d ARVt~ Regiment, assumed responsibility for the area north of Hte 512 <1no. enst 
of FSB 25 (YB 8829) beginninr, 28 }.fay. 42d 1\RVN Regiment retained responsibility 
for securing FSB 13 (YB 9125), FSB 3 (YB 9523), FSB JO (YB 9726), and maintaining 
one compan;}p on the ridge north of D.\K TO. 

(7) On 1 llune 68, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry a~sanlted with three companies 
to secure Hill 905 (YB 7921) and block the southwestern escape route from DEN Jf~T, 
FSB 29, and FSB 15. The battalion conducted reconnaissanc0 in force northwest t.o 
Hill 947 (YB 7724) and operated astride a well used i'IV •• route from Cambodia. f.lo 
enemy contact ,.,as made. 

(S) On 3 June 68, 2d Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry, under 1st Brigade 
controlj secured Hill 1043 (YB 3332) with an nir nssault and began reconnaissance 
operations northwest to Hill 1191 then south\·mst to F~m 1 a (YB 8531) and \iest to 
search the D/t.l{ SU Valley ap~·roach tovmrd BEN tm~T. No contact was made with the 
enenv. 
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{9) As the 1st Brigade maneuvcrE;Jd to search the routes r.md susrocted assembly 
areas between BEN Jl:!iT and the Cambodian border, it was ap;.;arcnt that. the 325C Di­
.vision had withdra"m· from the battle area to.•ard the west, Light cont~cts with 
small NVA covering forces "'ere mede and several battaLi..on sized bases \\'ere secured 
and· contaminated with CS chemical. 

{10) The 4th Infantry Division offensive west of POL'·~I KL~t'G required that 
TF MATI-E7.•!S rel~ase 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry to 3d Brir,ade, 4th Infantry Di­
vision on 5 June. 

( 11 ) On S June 1st Brigade asswned responsibility for AO C!·~ lWK.'~·J: and d.3ploy­
ed the 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry to DJ.K !-'_,!.;}C to relieve the 3d Battalion, 187th 

·~Airborne Infantry. 3d Brigade began deployment out of 11.0 li~~'l'I{Y·S by airlifting 
the advance party with five C•130 sorties. 3d Battalion, 187th Airborne Infantry 
departed on 9 June with the brigade ·C? :follm-1ed on 10 June· by 2d Battalion, 506th 
Airborne Infantry. 1st Brigade resumed responsibility for all of AO SPJV...TZ and 
com~leted pursuit operations to within 3 Kms of the border. 

(12) Based on intelligence that a battalion of the 3:<'.5C Division had moved 
. to vic (YB 8513), 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry assaulted 2 companies to YB 8213 

and 2 companies, 1st Battalion, 506th Airborne Infantry to FSR 2S on 9 June. All 
companies,. under control of 1st Battalion, Bth Infantrjr, conducted a detailed 
bomb da~1ge assessment of six B-52 strikes that preceded the combat assault. Al­
though recently used enemy bunkers and. positions ·Here located and searched, no 
contact was made nor ,.;~re bodies or ,.,eepons found, 

:' 

'(13) Early morning on .10 June an attack on D/lK r·;;K by UIJt. forces bogan with 
a battalion sized ground assault supported by mortars and rockets against the 1st 
Battalion, 22d Infantry FSB 15. The 1st Battalion,. 506th Airborne Infantry remain- · 
ed under Task Force control as 3d Brigade (-) departed tho AO. 3d Battalion, Bth 
Infantry reinforced AO Clf~10f.}~ on 10 Juno and established positions ~oth inside 
and northwest of DAK P~:~K C:amp. Over the 48 hour period th::!t follmo~ed, intense 
indirect fire attacks were received by friendly inst:'~llat).ons in AO CH.::ROif.'.:;E. 
B-52 strikes "sere employed on eneJey positions nnd P.gain the enem;v withdl·m-t to L".OS. 
Combat f:lSsoults follmo~ed by reconnaissance nncl pursuit opcr;::tions Nere connucted 
throughout flO Clt~ftOKEE to discover and defeat any remaining enetey" forces. 

( 14) The thrent of DAK P.:•~K, nzN 1-f.r,;T, nnd D . .'~K '1'0 'dil;dnished nnd nt. 121 500 
June 6B, TF l'if~T~··s was dcnctivnted and control of tnctic:>.l op~rntions in the DAK 
'1.'0 and DAK P ~K arens reverted to 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Divis).on. 

b. Follo\'ring are the :'lignificnnt contacts during Opcrntion HA'l'HE!lS: 

=DJ='\'I='E: __ __;;;.U;;-S_-"U~N-.IT:;..:(._.,.S) -----··- EN _P.NIT LOCJ!.TIOhl ·-·-·-·· ·-
25 Hay B/2-1 Cav 

25 Hay A,C/1-8 Inf 

UtJIDENT 
EST Co (+) 

K-4 Bn 
95C Ucgt 

.. 10 

YB892270 

YB839222 

3KIA 
6HIA 

14IGA 
5SWIA 

47 NVA·KIA 

149 NVA KIA 
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JO J.fay D/3-12 Inf K-1 Bn (+) YB817247 ?KIA 43 NVh KIA 
1010 Regt 56VIIA 

4 June C/2-1 Cav 4th Bn ZA20094B 1KIA 41 NVi~ KIA 
24th Regt 8\1IA 

10 June B/1-22 Inf. UNID:.:;NT YB910677 1KIA 43 NVA KIA 
EST BN (*) 22\tliA 

C, Implementing FRJ;.G Orders published b~r HQ, TF MA'fl[ . .:;VS, arc at Inclosure l!_ 

d. Chronological summary of op•='ration is at Inclosure ~ 

1-1. (C)' SUPf-ORTING FO:~:~CE§_: 

a. Non-organic and non-attached supporting forces. 

(1) 7th US Air Force 

(2) 52d Artillery Group 

(3) 52d Combat Aviation Battnlion 

(4) 299th Engineer Bnttolion (C) (-) 

(5) Det, 9th Air Cormnnndo 3qundron 

(6) Co B, ~'th rs;ror.s D.'ltt~h0n 

b. 1\.rtillc~r Support 

(1) General. 

(a) The concept of artillery employment ·.·rns to provide direct artillery 
support to ench mbneuver element rnd to employ the relatively largo .amount of 
modium and heavy artillery in reinforcL"lg ~nd general support roles to weight 
maneuver efforts and to provide nrtillory support for A~~~n.j op .. ~r.ations. 

(b) Initially, the 6th Battalion, 29th ~\rtillery "ms in direct ·support of 
the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division. Bnttery C, l~th Bnttal:i.on, ~.2d Artillery 
{105Jll!ll T), Battery c, 2d Bnttalion, 9th Artillery (105mm T), Battery A, 5th Bat­
talion, 16th Artillory (155nDn SP), nnd Bntteries A 'nnd C, 1st Battalion, 92d 
Artillery {155:mm T) reinforced its firas 1o1hile Bntt0ry D, 5th Battalion, 15th 
Artillery and Battery B, 6th Battalion, 14th Artill0ry 't!o;··e in genernl support. 
3d Brigade of the 101st Abn Div deployed to 4th Div control with its direct sup-

. p~rt artillery, the 2d Battalion, 39th Artill~ry (105mm T), which arrived on 24 
~nd 25 Hay. Additional nrtillery (155mm SP) closed on 26 Hay and B::>.ttcr~~ C, 5th 
Bnttnlion, 22d Artillery (175mm SP) r:~rrived on 2C E::~y. 

I A - I =r;' d ./.-' 1:? (. ,. ,_, ,--_; I I Lz -
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. (2) DIVARTY established n Division Artillery Tncticnl Corrunand Post at D.lt.IC" 
, 'ro 3ase on 25 Hay to.coordinate artillery octivities in the battle area and to 

· · insure maximum ·effectiveness in the allocation of gcn:Jrnl support artillery fires. 

. (3)' Artillery units conducted 24 displaceJJ10nts to support tactical opero-
'· tions. initially west o~ D,.K TO and then north to Di ... K PEK • .. 

(4) Extensive tlse l'll}S mnde of radar. Three (3) AH/HP1-4A counter-mortar 
radars were employed in the DAK TO, DAJ<: P2~K and B.~N ft];T areas. This aggressive 
1,1se of t;l-4A radars resulted in detection of 48 mortar locations and one 122rrm 
rocket location. One AN/UPQ-10A counterbnttery radar wns flown into the AO from 
TUY HOA and transported to a fon·mrd fire base by CH-54 on 2 June to counter tho 
threat of ·enetey" artillery detected on 30 l-1ay west of DAK TO. The AN/TPS-25 ground 
surveillance radar organic to Division Artillery was displnced by air to a forward 
fire base in the DhK TO area. The TPS-25A radar locflted seven groups of personn~l 
identified as enemy ranging in size from 3-21 personnel. These tareets l-Wre cng~g-

, ed with artillery. 

(5) Moteorological.support was furnished continuously throughout the opera-
tion. 

(6) M.'l.ximtnn use Wls m;!de of air observation. Division Artillery ,,ms augmOJnt 
ed dail;- by aircraft from 52d Artillery Group. 

(7) Assigned, attached and op~rAtionAl control units during Operation 
11:.\Tlill!'TS are as follows: 

(a) 6-29 .".rty ( 105 T) DS 1st. Bde, 4th Div 

(b) 2-.319 Arty ( 105 T) DS 3d ndc, 101 st i~bn 

(c) C/4-42 Arty ( 105 T) DS 1st Dn, 22d Inf 

(d) C/2-9 Arty (105 T) DS 1 at Bn, 35th Inf 

(c) 1./5-1 6 ;:.rty ( 155 SP) GSR ·6-29 ;:.rty 

(f) C/5-16 Arty (155 SP) GSR 6-29 Arty. 

(g) D/5-16 Arty ( 811 SP) GSR 6-29 l.rty 

(h) . A/1~92 Arty ( 1 55 T) GSR 6-29 Arty 

(i) ·c/1-92 Arty (155 T) GSR 6-29 Arty 

(j) : B/6-14 J\rt~r (175 SP) GS TF HA'l'HENS 
.. 

. (k) D/6-14 Arty (175 sr) GS TF HA '!HE',~S 

l2 
I 
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(S) Sununary of anununition expenditures by caliber. 

(a) 1 05r.1Jll 27,037 

(b) 15.5mm 12,966 

(c) an 1,560 

(d) 17.5mm Lt,076 
GRAl~D TOTAL 45,639 

(c) Air Support. 

(1) Task Force UA.THE'·JS TACI·· controlled tnctical fighter-bombers and long­
range heavy bombers for grou~d elements of the Tnsk Force. 

(2) The existing TACP of 1st Brigade, 4th Inf;mtry Division Nns augmented 
bY three Forward Air Controll~lr:;, three 0-IG aircrl:'ft, n rncU o control 1 /h t,on 
vehicle, and four enlisted men. This composite r~·.cp N&:ls th0 coord:i.natine ng<m~y 
for USAF assets ~n AO J.It\'IK:·'S. 

(3) Initial orgnnization of the Air Request Net. 1'1.-:s thnt nil 1st Brigade, 
· 4th. Division ·a3 imrn·Jdintc nna pruplanned str:i.kcs went through normal ch.:mnels 

to Division G3 Air at Camp ::r;n~ri. 3d Brieade, 101st :\irborne request inun~diatc 
strikes from TF TACJ.' at DAK TO who then relayed. the rer::_uest to JFFV at)d was mon­
itored by Piv G3 {~r by telephone. Sorties asr.igned to fill these .requoct were 
·controlled by Forward· .l'.ir Controllers from 1st ond. 2d Brigade, 4th Infontr:·~· Di vi­
sion because of the· performance limitations of the 0-1 ai1·craft ;:tssigned to 3d 
Brigade, 101 st ~drborne. ALO, 3d Brigade, 101 st 1\irbo'rne Division provided liai­
son betl'leen the brigade and HQ, 'rF N;~ 'l'Il.!J·i:::. 

(4) The Air Request Net '"as modifiod on 2H t'ia~' \Jhen 3d Bri;~adc, 101 st · Jdr­
borne deplo;;"ed to D;'Jf. F .. :.l{. The mobile TACP of 3d Drit;Ade, 101 st toJ:::s air-lifted 
to Diu~ PEK and processed immediate requ~sts for tacticAl opur-ations within AO 
CH.RCKEE. Preplanned missions continued to go dircctl:r to Div G3 Air. In ndrli­
tion, radar-guided Combnt Sky Spots (CSS) were used to deliver Tr.'c f.ir SuJ?port 
dt~ing inclement weather and for night missions. . . 

(5) All preplanned strikes ·.1crc backed up l'rith CSS strikes br:!cnuse wcnthcr 
changed rapidly during the oper.:tion. These backup missions •;e:··e often flO\·rn 
instead of cancelling a flight of fighters. 

(6) Weather conditions advcrsel:r affected Tactical Air Support during 
Operation JiATHEIITS. Low cloud ceilings and morning fog associated with the Sou.th­
west Honsoon combined to limit FAC missions to the late morning and oaarly after­
noon hours on approxirnntel;r 16 days during the p-3riod. A tot!ll of hO prcplcnnod 
FAC missions \-.rere diverted to CSS status becAuse of unf.wor::-blo Ncathor conditions 
in the target area. 

13 
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(7) Summary of nir support flo:~n .:'Ls ns follosw: 

(a) Fighter missions-309 

(b) Fighter sortics-661 

(c) Spooky /Moonshine-8/1 

13 June 1968 

(d) Summary of Damage Asscssments-33 bunkers destroyed, 2 foxholes destroyed, 
.4 active W. positions destroyed, 1 r~coillfe rifle position destroyed, 35 Ni/A ' 
·101. {9 BC), 21 secondary explosions, 2 landing zon3s constructed. 

(8) ARCLIGHT STRTIG~: Arclight strikes contributed 1nore significnntly to 
the success of Operation lffiTH·!}fS than to any previous 4th Infantr;tr Division opern­
tion. Employed in msss for the first time in this area of operations and clo·sely 
coordinated· with the scheme of maneuver and other supporting fires, they were a 
major factor in the attrition of en~Icy" forces. Since emplo~7Jncnt veri~d between 
the DJ\.K TO,· Blil HET and DAK PI;K areas, they l'lill be d~Jscribod separntely. 

· (a) D::.K TO - B:~N J{:;T; The concept of opornt:i.on in this orca c.~lled for the 
numerically infl:}rior allied forces to occup~r the critical terra:i.n in the area in 
strength, concentrating the Division ~econnaissancc Package in the area to find 
tal'gets for e.::ploitation of the friendly prerondorance of fire pm"er. Once locat­
ed, targets Hl3ra attacked h;\r massed fires of all approprin-r.e t~rpes, including 
Arclights. This phase of operations em:ploy~d 39 :.rclir,ht strikes. l.fter massive 
attrition of the enemy forc.;:~s, rmd the nrrivnl of additional maneuver forcos in 
the area, sirnul.tr.n~ot~s air nss:.,ults \-tere to be made in tho cnemy'-s· renr to CO!Jlplete 
his destruction. These assal.'.lts were ·preceded by a JTID.Ssivo five da3r Arclight, 
tnctical air, ond artillery pr.~pnrntion in the ar:.:lt; known to be occupied by mr.jor 
ol~ments of 325C NVA Division. During this five dny period there \-.rare 29 strikes, 
culminnting in five on D-Day on the immcldiate objeetiv<-~s of the combat a::;saults. 
These assaults were made ~s scheduled, even though on D-Day ev.;,nts in the n •• K 
FEK area required diversion of sir,;nific:mt maneuver forces to thnt ;:,rca. AlthouBh 
large and determined enemy elcm~mts \~Ore known to have been present in the objec­
tive area prior to the preparntion phtJSe, US Forces Nore able to completo three 
battolj.on air assaults into cold landing zones on D-Day l'tithout loss of a single 
US soldier. )n operations follo,.Ting th.:; US attack_, Arclights continuE:ld to be 
used in mass to complete the exploitation nnd to neutralize enemy fires. A total 
of 20 targets were attacked durinR this period, bringing the total.for Operation 
1-~.AT~!E!''S in this area to 88. 

(b) DAK P:-~K: i~rclight strikes \-.rare employed in the D'!J( r~;.~K area to blunt 
a major enemy thrust at the isolot;:·d SSF camp and to provide reaction time for 
reinforcement of the defense. There were tl-m separate· phasos of this oporation, 
23 to 31 May and 11 to ·14 Jtmc. Task Force l•L.\TII~i ·s rencted to indications from 
a reliable intelligence source that major enemy forces were threatening the 
DjJ{.}".EK CSF c:;:mp. Dur1ng the. earlier period, a totnl of 11 J\rclights Nero employed, 
and despite reliable indications of th~ enemy's presence in the area, no attacks 
were made on friendly rositions, and the enemy apparently "tithdrew. From 11 to 14 
June, after l'ti thdrawal of the bulk of the US Forces, the enemy again threatened 
the cam-.= .. this time in strt.ngth. During this period, 20 r.rclight targets Ncre 

lh 
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-struck. Despite indications of a mnjor cn~m/ effort to overrun the camp, he was 
able to make only one ground att•:tck on friendl~' po~itions and ineffective attnc1:~s 
by fire. In this oporation, because of comp3rntive lack of artiller;')~ support 
and poor weather conditio~s for tactic~l air support, Arclight support was 
especia~ significant. 

(c) In summary, it is apparent that the mnss employment of f-~.rclight strik~s 
played a major role in tho dccisivo dofcat of elOJm;)nts of ti~o NiJi~ Divisions in 
Operation 111-lTHl!.~.f/5. /.!though ·~tensive efforts ,.,,_;re made to assess bomb d::lm.~g·3, 
no single target strike could be proved to have producEd · dramatic results. Taken 
in sum, however, the evidence of -~heir effect is conclusive. The enc~ made a 
major effort during this operation, moving lar~e forces for long distances to mass 
them against numerically inf.Jrior US forces, he introduced JT\orc sophisticated 
weapons systems than had been previously used in the C:::ntral Highl~nds, including 
artillery, and probabl~r ar:rtor. Despite this major effort the enctn;'.r achLwed not 

-- one minor objective, hut. paid a. stagBoring price in casualties :md dt'lmnp:c. friend­
ly-casualties were comp:::rativcly very light considorin~ t.ho results achi.Jved. The 
large number of Arcli~hts \'tore massed in a rcl~tively s111all ~rea where- t}':.; en~my 
forces hed to assemble to att1-1ck their ob.j.;ctives, and they W\.~r·) never :::blv to 
orgairl.ze a sustained attack. 

d. iLrmy Aviation Support. 

(1) l\viat5.on support for Or::r.'1t:ion i·i.-.Tm~;s w.,s provided b'~r the or!;anic 
4th Avn Bnttalion and the 52d Combct /.viati0n natt:::Hon. t'ii:;sjons Nero nssi~r?.d 
by the Ta.sk Force Aviation Officer to Stl!)}:'ort combat opcrntions. 

(2) Task Force 1~-•. THE"-IS -omplo;>r-.• d bn nv-.rn::n of 21. UH-lhs, 6 Ul-JLCs~ 6 CH-47s, 
and 1-CH-54 per day. This represents tho normnl commitment of t\oJO (2) 1\ssnult 
Helicopter Companies and one ( 1) Assault Support ·Helicopter comp:my. Thclsc avia­
tion resources conducted,. an nvcrage of two (2) combat assaults, one (1) extraction 
and one (1) secure lift daily. 

(3) The following is a sum111:1ry of operationAl datn and support furnished 
to TF l~·l't'H.'!.~·JS by tho combined assots of the hth HVI1 B:1t tnlion anri the 52d Comb:-:t 
Aviation Bcttalion. 

(a) Total Hours 

(b) - Total Sories 

(e) Type ltissions: 

CA 
Log 
'C&C 

·. 

~. ' . ·-

UH-lD/H. 

2990 

13499 

6128 
5809 
1482 

-.· 

UH-lC --· 
599 

6101 

6101 

. 15 

CH-47.. 

627 

2003 

QH-54 

66 

102 

2003 102 
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(d) Caigo (Tons) 

(~) PAX 

o. Engineer Support 

2300 

23343 

3747 

4017 

13 June 1969 

444 

(1) Direct support was furnished to the Task Force by Company A, 4th 
Engineer.Battalion and Company B, 326th Engineer Battalion who supported 
·1st Bde, 4th Infantry Division and 3d Bde ,- 101 st Abn respectively. 

'(2) CompulY D; 299th ~ngineer Battalion, augmented by Headquarters and 
Headquarters Compa~ 299th Engineer Battalion, provided general support to 
th2 Taek Force. 

(3) Co~pnny A 4th Engineer Battalion provided'direct support for the 
·infantry and· ar.tillery battalions of 1st Brigade, 4th Division performing 

LZ cl~aring missions, cleared fields of fire, and providod technical assistance 
for barrier installation. Also, Company A 9perated a 1500 gallon-per~hour 
water purification point at 1st Brigade bose camp, and installed and oper~tcd 
a 600 gallon-per-hour unit and BF.N HET Special Forces Camp~ Daily mineswceps 
on Hwy 512 were also conducted by Conpany he Heavy cpuipment was airlifted 
to previde support missions for the TF and a large TOC was built for HQ, TF · 

, MATIIEWS at DJ.K TO Base. An emergency ASP/POIJ storage facility was constructed 
at Dl~ SEilNG Sp~cial Forces Camp to support tactical operations in tha D/~ ~K 
area. 

(4) Company B, 326th Engineer Battalion provided direct support to the 

3d Brigade, '101st Ai~borne, Infantry Battalions ~nd DS ;,rt:r Bo'bt.al~pn. Maj!tr 
elements of Co~pany B deployed with the brigade to DAK PEK, where the company 
constructed fire support bases, as well as berms for three POL stornge areas 
and three ammunition pointe. In addition, a 1500 galien-per-hour wnter puri­
fication unit was installed and operated at 3d Brigade Base Camp and a 600 

. gallon-per-hour unit at DAI~ PEK 

(5) Coq>a:n;pl 0 and Headqu..,rters Company, 299th Engineer Battalion (Combat) 
provided getcral support to both brigades and to the Task Farce. Priorty 
was given initially to construction of a base camp for the 3d Brigade, 101st 
Airborne, consisting of a brigade TOG and Artillery roc, four helipads using 
MSA1 matting, two helicopter revetment•, establishing drainage control, dozing 
out offensive positions, clearing fields of fire arid providing technical · 
assistance for the establishment of a tactical wire barrier system. Also, 
elements of Company D assisted 4th ~nginecrs to conduct minesweeps on Hwy 
512. .A 1 500 gallon-per-hour water point was operated at · D,;.K TO Base in support 
of the l'ask Fcrce. · 

f. Signal Support 

~ (1) The 124th Signal Battalion provided communiQations support for 
! Operation:MATHEWS, nnd established con~unications with the following major 

unite: 
(a) 4th In.£ Div Hain 

.-._.i 
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(b) 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div 

(c) 3d Bde, lOlst Abn Div (modified area signal center) 

(d) 4t~ Inr Div DIVJffiTY (TAG) 

(2) Hultichannel VHF systems wore activated on 25 Eny from 4th Infantry 
Division Base Camp to the 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division at DiU< TO I­
airstrip, and. from Task Force liATHJ~'MS CP at DAK TO Base to 3d Bdc, 101 st 
Airborne Division at Dak To I. 

(3) Upon deployment. of H1, 3d. Bde, 101st i~bn and 2 battalions 'to D.~K ?S!~, 
a VHF. relay and Fl-1 r.elay station were planned for. This \·'as necessary be­
cause both the DAK' 'ro B~se and D.k.K T-' . .';K Special Forces Camps are virtually 
inaccessible to· VHF and· direct F1.f cornnrunications. On 29 l~ay, FM relay '~>ra s \ 
established with iJliY. PSK. The multi-channel systems, hO"rever, encountered \ 
many difficulti.as which included airlift or equipment, frequency problems, ' 
equipment problems, and non-line-of-sight-path. 

g. Psyop Support 

(1) Psychological operations v'ure conducted in conjunction with tncticnl 
operations to create dissatisfaction and desertion among li'V.< unite. 

(2) A total or 108 PSYOPS missions were !lawn in support of Task Force 
lif.TH~PS. These missions dropped 2,200,000 leaflets arrl rnadcl 140 hours of 
aerial loudspeaker broadcast. In addition, a total or B2 hours of live broad­
cast were nn de. Target areas were lmown and suspected enemy locations nnd 
infiltration - exfiltration routes. 

(3) During the operation, three NVi\ soldiers rallied. to US units. These '. 
individuals provided unit identi!llcations, personalities and. loc<.~tions th<-it 
were promptly exploited by PSYOIS teams. The CHlliU l-!OI; wrote le~flets ,.md 
made tapes urging their comrades to rally. 

(4) All of the ralliers told t'nt their reasons for rDllying were B-52 
strikes, suffering, and life in the jungle. 

h. Civic Action Support 

(1) · The civic action progrrrn already underway in l\0 SI' . .J.TZ was con­
tinued with efforts aimed at improvement of he<1lth, sanit..-tion nrrl livi.n_q: 
conditions. 

(2) Eighteen villages in AO lfJ.TH'~·{: were selected for the Civic ;.ction 
:':rogr::rn. A total of 154 visits were made, in addition to 1450 HEDC .. P visits. 
A total of 5293 children participated in the Youth Health ~rogram. Diagnostic 
examinations by the surgeons of both brigadus were provided to aprroximately 
182 people in villages in t re AO. 

i. Chemical SupJX>rt 

(a) CS Operations: 

(1) During the period Operation liAT~ ~s chemical operations con­
aisted. mainly of contamination of bunker complex usinR persistent cs-1. 

$ 0 f' 1 
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Assuming normal wiather conditions for this time of year it is felt that 
· this contamination should last for ot least 6 months. It is estimated 

that more than. 200 bunkers l-tere ·~contominsted using this method quring the 
operation. · 

· : (2) The E-S. Tactical CS Launcher was used extensively on firebase 
perimSte~s durin~· the operation. The E-8 wa• usod on several occasions 

. to ;assist .in ~ej>elling NVii. attacks on such iilstallations. The 4th DivisiOn 
Chemical. Sect'iori provided the .3d Brigade, lOlsth Airborne Division with· 60 

·· E-Ss.~ ··These items were useo. on defensive perimeters throughout their AO • 

. 

. . Lj.3). .A bUlk CS drop was conducted north of CirmOIC •· .. : by USAF using . C-1.30 · \ 
aircraft ·and .. S,00-000 found drums of cs. · The purpose of this drop was to con-· 
tamiriate·tne)l\TA road .which enters SVN vicinity of lB B9.3a5a. 

~---;-"'"'· ·. ~ 
.. (4) ·. _E-1 sa (XJ.I-1 5) munitions and the newly developed BFOO (Box Full of 

Grenades)'were used to pre:· LZs prior to-combat assaults. In addition, the . 
1st Battalion, 8th lnfcntry used the BFOG extensively throughout the oper~tion • 

. (5), During the period of Operation Mt.THl!.vrs the follm·ting munitions were 
issued by tho Division Chemical Section to units particapoting in tha ope~ation: 

~22E-8 Tactical CS Launcher 

. 50 Boxes of J~PCS (2000 pounds) 

12· -~15a (~:M-15) Tactice.l CS Clusters 

12. (C) RESUL'IS 

a. Summary of enell\}' persormcl and equipment losses. 

(1) !'crsonnel: . . 
(a) l·Ph KL~ - 352 (P.C) 

(b) t-I'VA CIA - 7 

(2) l:Teapons: 

(a) Small Arms - 141 

(b) Crew ~erved - 19 

b. Summary of Friendly personnel lojses. 
.. .. ' . . 

!!Ell. JaA '-.IJ •• HIA ~NBI) (~{on Battle) ·-
·llliClst Bde 1 . 
1-8Inf a 57 3 
3-a 23 3 
3-12 Inf 13 as 

. 1-.35 Inf 4 16 
1-22 Inf 4 .37 
2-1 Cav- 3 9 
7-17 Cav 

,_,:@ , ·F., at- ,,..,~ DIVARTI . 3 10 t) i _4tettil 
DISCO!: 4! I 1J.S .. 

TO TilL 

1 
60 
27 

101 
22 

: . 41 
12 

13 

I 
I 

·. 
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UNIT KIA WIA HIA (NBI) (Non Batj:,le) TOT1\L 

Div Troops 2 J 1 6 
ltth Div Recap 37 246 1 7 2,1 

!lli!! m ~ MIA _{_r~I) (Non Battle) "TOTAL 
. ,-. 

3.:..101 Abn 
1-506 Inf 1 1 
2.:.506 Inf 1 13 7 21 
3-1fr7 Inf 1 15 3 19 
2.:.319 Arty 
326 Engr 1 1 
3-101 Recap 2 28 12 42 

TOTAL 39 . 274 19 333 

13. (C) AmUNIS'ffiATIVg MATTERS 

a. General. 

(1) Too concept of logistical support of Task Force MJ~T~i.,TG follm·red too 
previously established concept of l.,gistical support of operation MllClffiTHUR. 
The battalionb logistical bases were co-located with the brigade's trains at 
DAK TO •. The 1st logistical Command Forward Support Activity .(FSA) at DAK TO 
continued providing Class I, III, IIIA, V, barrier materials, bath, laundry, 
and graves registration to the units. Class II &'IV materials, less barrier, 
were provided. from CAMP El~I through established supply chnnnels. Organic 
elements from the·Div~sion Support Command (DISCOM) provided medical support, 

·maintenance support, and a direct exchange for personal clething. · 

(2) Resupply cf fOI'l"'ard company and battalion fire bases Nas by UII-lD, 
CH-47 and CH-54 helicopters from the battalion lo~isticnl bases at D.~{ TO. 
Resupply of the .FSA at Di\K TO was pr:i.Jnarily by overland convoy from PLEDm 
Sub Area Command utilizing §··me of the Divisions orgAnic vehicles as 
augmentation. 

(3) To continue the previous concept of providing supply point dis+;ribution 
as far.forward as possible and also to provide an emergency resupply ldgistical 
base, a small resupply point consisting of Class I (C-Rations), III, and_V was 
established at DAK FmC. Resupply or this area was CH-47, CH-54, C7A Caribou, 
and C-130 air drop. Due to retrictions pL"lced on the us.e of CH-47 for resupply 
during the latter.stagew of the operation, nnother emergency resupply logistical 
base ''~aS established at DAK SEAN'G. Resupply of this area was by. C-130 air drop. . . 

b. Material and Services: The majority of the supplies consumed during 
Operat~on MATHEWS were issued through the FSA at DhK TO. In order to provido 
.the required logistical support, the previously established supply levels 
and objectives at the FSA had to be increased. 

(1) · Supply summary for Operation MA'I'l-m·IS. 

(8) Class I: Meals issued: 

ARATIONS C RATIONS SUNDRY 

tz , I .- iii - jij J p-
1 395 

C I 1: I d @. J C)) '-
' . . :J{J -, 81,192 
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(b) 

~ 

595,926 

. .___, ___ _ 
•••• 0 tfvr. • 

~-:@ ;\ ..... ~; bc2·/..J Tl rJ L··~· 

Class· III~ Gailons issued: 

AVGAS MOGAS - DIESEL .. 

4S.,SOO . 120,500 148,800 

(c) Class V: Tons issued: 3,343.89. 

(t) Services. 

(a) Laundry and Bath Services rendered during the period: 

LAUNDRY - 24,200 lbs 
BATHS - 5,825 individuals 

. (b) Direct Exchange Point services for the operation were 1,000 sets 

.. • 

· o£ fatigues and 25 pairs of boots. ·. 

(c) Graves Registration service was previded by lst Logistical Command 
through the FS/\ at DAK TO. 

c •. Maintenance. 

(1) Forward support o.f Task Force HhTHE\'15 was provided by Company C, 
704th Maintena~ce Battalion operating from the brigade trains at DAK TO. 

(2) Headquarters ~nd Company A, 704th l-faintenanco Battalion provided 
back-up support' i'or au· units and a technical supply base for all units 
at C~ ENARI. In addition,. contact teams were augmented with personnel and 
equipnent as required. 

"(3)" .During the oper~tion, 330 work orders were processed for maintenance 
requests. 

d. Medical Support. 

(1) Company B, 4th Medical Battalion rrovided a forward clearing stati<:m 
at DAK TO in. support. ot Task Force MATHEWS. ·The station consisted of approx-··. 
imately 40 personnel. and provided an admission and disposition facility,· a 
medic~.l ward, one medical laboratory and conrnunication ground evacuation, treat- . 
mont and .dental, sections. ·· 

. (2) :The 4th Medical ·Battalion (-)' provided medical service and manned 
the renr clearing station at CAMP EtJARI. The 39th KJTeam provided necessary 
dcntal.~upport. 

. . . 
(3) Army level supporting facilities consisted of the 18th Surgirel and 

7lst Evacuation Hospitals ·located at PLEIKU.· ·· 
\ . 

(4) TlB 2d Platoon, 32d Medical Depot, located in QHI NHON, furnished· ... 
l!ledical supplies and maintenance s'upport. · "-

' 
(5) Sununary of medical services provided by the clearing section at D11K TO '· 

(a) Patientf!! 
... JRHA 

INRHA 
Disease 

seen: 1652 
217 
35 

187 
c_~€/ ·T<flt 
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(b) Patients evacuated: 424 

.- (c) Returned to Duty: 33 

(c) Patients seen but not admitted: 1213 

e.. Headquarters, Task Force MATHE.1·'S was composed of the folle1dng p e:P­
sonnel and supporting equipement: 

(1) Personnel: Officers 21 
Enlisted men ~ 

TOTAL 59 

(2) Equipment: 

.. (8) Tents:· .3 GP medium and 6 GP small 

(b) Light Sets: .3 

(c) Generators: .3 ( 5 IC\rl) 
. { . (3 KW - DC) 

(d) Vehicles: 9 (1/4 T) 
2 (2 1/2 T) 
3 (2 1/2 T VAN0) 

(e) Cots: 70 

(r) Air mattresses 70 

(g) Sleeping bags: 70 

(h) Chair, folding: 25 

(i) Tables, folding: 15 

14. (C) SPECL\L EQUIPMENT & TECHNIQUES. 
. . 

a. A flash and radar Infermation Coordination Center was established 
by Division Artillery survey personnel which combined the information from 
visual ebservation posts and radar locations for target data. · 

b. Selectedmunitions were employed extensively on suitable targets 
dur~g the period. Examples are: · 

(1) On 30 May, Hill 990 (YB 8124) received a ground attack. Firecracker 
was empleyed in and around the perimeter with nine (9) artillery batteries 
firing in suppert. A sl-reep on 31 May revealed 4.3 NVA :KIA, 25 'by artillery. 
Nume~eus blood trails and drag marks were also found in the area. 

(2) On.l June, an aerial observer sighted fonr lOOmm field pieces in 
. dug-in positio~s. Fire was adjusted resulting in 2 guns destroyed and· a 
large secondary explosion. VR on 2 June revenlcd 4 NVJ\ bodies still in the open. 
:fire tra~s in the area indicated that the weapon and bodies ha·d been recovered 
during· the night.: 

)t±ti;' g )t. I 2)}/frt.' 
. ::· . '.'~ .... '~·~' .. 
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(3) Firecracker expenditures 

Caliber 

105 
155 

au 

Firecrncker 

472 rds 
126 rds 

5 rds 

15. (C) LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOlfri.\NDATIONS: 

a. Operations 

. ~: Control of Arii\Y Aviation 

Discussion: Operation MATHE\-15 utilized almost an entire CAB (Combat f.vi.a-
. l ·td.on Battalion) on a daily bnsis and the~e assets were employed iri an extreneiJFr 

large area ef operations. The Task Force Aviation section had two (2) FM radios 
to control the Aviation elements during tm day. The ~jority of aviation re-" 
sources were provided by the 52d CAB end the 52d retained command of the aviation 
elements. This arrangement resulted in unacceptable re~ponmtime to req~~ements 
that arose during the day. In addition the TF A~ation section was unable to 
function as a staff planner/coordinater because they were involved in minute-to-
minute control of aircraft assets. · 

OBSERVATION: At a minimum, a forward CP of an aviation b.attalion is 
required to control aviation assets and effectively ceordinate with the 

. supperted brigades. Additionally, this control element should be equipped 
with a MRC-ll9 (i Ton) which would provide UF, VHF, ssb, and FM communi-. 
cations. This would permit the TF Aviation Seotian to function in a plan­
Ding/coordination role and provide immediately responsive cornm~nd· and ·con­
trol of the aviation units supporting the TF. 

~: Massing Arc Lights 

Discussion: Arc Lights were employed in mass for the first. time in.:· 
the Division Area of Operations and were closely coordinated with the scheme 
of maneuver and other fire support means. ·These strikes proved to be .a 
major factor in the attrition of enemy.f~rces and caused him to abnn~on 
hie mission of over~unning friend~y pasitions at DKK P.EK and in the D.X ~· 
BEN HET area• Alth.ough single ·i:..rc .. Lights had been planned· on e_nemy targets 
previously, the grouping of several Arc Lights in one area and ever shor~ 
time spans created a devastating effect on the enemy. 

Obsc~vation: When the enemy gives indications of massing for an attack, 
Arc Lights ~poul.d be massed in order t9 gain maximum advantage of too srikes. 

b, Log~tics 

Item: Need' f~~ ~rrnCbiLA Bulldozers 

Discussion: Tactical operations in th~ Central Highland~ requi~o 
frequent use of key terrain features for Fire Support Bases.· The need t~ . 
move heavy engineer construction' equipment to isolated areas is apparent~ . 
High' altitudes coupled with the monsoon season, reduces'the'lift capability 
of the CH-54 and restricts air transport of the D5A and D6B to the.forward 
fire bases, 'The D6B with ndap~er ldt,is •. acceptable. and~weulcl aliew a Jnyload 
reduotitm; however, the D6B with kit is nO~org~hic:"'to tte Division. 

. @' ?•ru· s ·s ...... cr. ;s; _ .•• I I . ,_ ; . 
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·Requests fnr this equipment are submitted to IFFV and further to the lSth 
Engineer Brigade. 

Observation: Two D6B with adaptor kit should be made an Ml'OE addition 
tn 4th Engineer Battalion to increase responsiveness to tactical requirments. 
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I-lAPS: VIETNAM, NOT 'ro SCALE 

SHEETS: .NO 4A-4,4e-A,49-1,49-5 
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lst Bde 

JIHC, let Bde 
3-8In.f' 
3-12 Inr 
1-,35 Inf 
A/4 Engr 
6-29 Arty (DS) 
C/4-42 Arty (DS) 
TACP 

Inclosure 2 

TASK onGANIZATION~ 

Ti.SK FCRCE CONTROL 

HQ, 'l.'F MATHE'.rlS 
B/6-14 Arty (GS) 
D/6··14 Arty (r.s) 

~_J3de, lOlst 

HHC, 3-lOlst 
1-506 Inf 
2-506 Inf 
3-187 In.f' 
1-8 In'(-) 
1-22 In.f' 
C/2-l Cav (+) 
2-319 Arty (DS) 
TACP 
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DEPARTNEN'f OF ~·H£ ARliT 
~U11R1'ERS 4TH INFANTRY DIVIdiON 

APO Son Francisco 96262 

' , AVDDH-GC 24 May 1968 

I . SUBJECT : Ictter o:r Instruction 

· Brig Gon Don R. Hiclonan 
Assiatent Division Commander-A 
4th Ini'antey Division 

1. You are ~signatod Co~nander of Task Force Mathews effective 
241800 May 1968. 

2. Taslc Forco Mathews will consist of your Task Forco Headquarters .:md 
the following major units: 

a. 1st Brignde 4th Inf~ntry Division. 

b. 3d Brigade lOlst Airborne Division. 

c. Attached artillery ru1d other supportin& units. 

3. You will be the Tactic~u Commander of the designated forces and directly 
responsive to the undersigned. You arc charged W:tth the responsibility of 
conducting operations within your assigned area of operations as directed 
b,y this headquarters. 

4. Your initial mission is to destroy tho 32.5C NVA Divisiori in accordance 
With OPORD 11-68 Hq 4th In.f Div, d..'\tod 24 Mc'ly. A collatoral mission is to 
protect tho Special Forces Camp at Ben Hot nnd the 4th ~lvision Bnso at 
IB.k To. Additioll.:'.lly, you arc charged with the logistical support of tho 
IS 1.5~ arty clements at Dak Pek. . 

.5. Direct lia:i.son and coordination l-rith ARVN and other U3 agencies :m.d 
forces not t1Bsignod to your OPCON is r.uthorizod ru1d d~_rected. · 

Incl 3 
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24 May 1968 
SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction 

6. Reqtlircment for addition~l rssourcos will be submitted to this head... 
qua~crs in sufficient time to permit timely allocation. 

7. Existing rules of. engagcmont Md existing command relationships With 
USASF app:cy-. 
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' PnESTOll W. HOLT11Y ' 
en, Infantry· 
Division Historian· 

CHARLES P. STONE 
Major General, USA 
Commanding 
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CHRONOIOOICAL Stn-1MARY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

OPERATIOU MA.THI!WS 

24 May HQ, ·: TF Mathews moved to Dak. To and. became ·operational at 242000H 
···:' . J1tl.Y'· 68., ,)d· Battalion, 8th Infantry FSB moved from YD 971267. {FSB 

· }130) to YB 883.291 (FSB /12S). and lst Battalion, 22d Infantry moved 

2$.May 

26 May. 

27 Mar 

·from Dale To Base (ZB 004217) to repla~e 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry 
at YB 971267 (FSB #30). l-5~ In!nntry a11d 3d Brigade,· lO.lDt Abn 
Tac CP cl.Ooed Dak To at 1525H. Upon arrival, HQ, 1st Battalion, 506 
InfE~.ntry moved to YD 986153 . (F~Il #6) and asswned control of Rocket 
Ridge~ .. 

At 101$ vi~ YB 892270, C/2-1 Cav made con~ct.on Hwy 512, receiving 
SA and·B40 !ire.· Gunships were on station. At 1820 contact w~B 
broken •. Results:· 3 US KIA; 6 US vliA, 47 INA KIA. At 1630, Ben 

.. · Hot received 13 rds 82mm mortar from the west, landing outside their 
perimeter. At 1915 hrs, vic YB 839222, FSB #29 of 1st Battalion 
8th Infantry began receiving 75 Recoilloss.and 62mm fire and at 2000 
they were assaulted by an eotimot ed NVA Battalion front the south and 
west. Fighting continued throughout the night. SpocJcy was employed 
and drew ground 'tire. Tho INA attack pcnetrr.ted tho perimeter ond the 
enenw still held 2 bunkers nt 04h5. Results: lh US n:A, '55 WIA, 47 
NVA JITA. PWs confinnod tho lOlD NVA Rogintcnt of the 32~)C NV.A Di vioion 
conductocl t.he attach:~ Durlng the attack on FSD t¥29, two nearby FSBs 

. were mortaro~:, one ·of them wl th CS. · 

At 0550, Dak.To Base was attacked with 122mm rockets, however no 
casualties were . inflicted. At 1335, FSD #29 (Yl1. 839223) \-Tas still 
rccei~ng 75.mm Recoilless Rifle fire. 7-17 Air crav observed the pos­
ition and directed an airstriko on it. 3d Dde, lOlst Abn Division 
closed Dak.To-at 1402 hrs, with a total of 122 sorties of C-]JO. 

At 0020, --let ·Bat,taliori, 8th Infantry FSD s:~15 (YB 854iB7) received 6 
rds of 02mm mortar fire. rn,D Companies, 3d Datt...1.1ion, 8th Infantry 
and A, B, C and D Companies, 3d Battalion, 12th Inf~try conducted 
heliborn asbaults to begin the attack northwest oi' Ben Het (YD 873257). 
At 1255 it.. Company, 3d Dattalic.n, 8th Infru1try exchanged fire with 4-5 
NVA at YB 872294 l-r.l.th ncgetive re~ults. At 1035 hrs c.t l'B 814248, A 
Colll!Jany, 3d Battc.licn, 12t.h Infantry mar;e contc.ct wj_th en u.n!mc.-1-m size 

-- enemy force. Results: 2 US WIA,; 10 NVA Y.IA. At 160h, CSF Den Hot 
contacted an· csM.mnted NVA Cclll?:\ny :!.n · bun'kers • Tac idr and nrti llery 
were employed. 3d Brigade, lOlst it.bn wc..s n.lerted nt 2230 to move 2d 

.. 'Bat~alion 5())th InfantTy to Dak Pole (YD.-953680). 

!l8 A I,_ 'D n.· r ,. ~ ~-
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28 Ma~ At 0231, FSB #29 (YD 839223). rece1ved_2~2~:ro~ds of mixed 60-82mm 
mortar fire thnt resulted in· one US KIA nnd 2 \'l!A. At o645, the ad­
vance party of 3d Dde, lOlst Abn departed Dak ~o enroute to Dak Pek. 
B Company, 2d D::~.tt&lion 506th !nf'antry began moving to Dale Pek at 
0820 by CH-37 ru1d · C-7A. Ono a·ection of l55rmn Arty (A/1-92) and one 

...... _105mm" (13/?•319) battery movoci to Dak Pek and closed at ],120 hrs. At 
··. · · · . 1010'. nrs j. a F.AC aircraft crnshed o.t Dal~ Pek Airstrip duo ~o power 

'.· fai·lure. ··.The pilot wns evacueted to Dale To, A, B, & C Companies lst 
···.: Datt.alion, .35th Infontry combet· L~.osaulted to YD 83528q_to·continue 

the·· attick n'orthwest of !len Het.;..·~ Id.c;ht contact wns made noEl!' the LZ 
With an unknown size; enemy foreo. . 

29 Mz:.y 

.· 

At 0900, 1st Bnttalion~8th Infantry FSB ;129 (YB 839223), received 6 
rounds_ of 60rmn mortar, all outsido the perimeter. Airstrikes on the 
suspected· mortar ··location produced a large secondary explosion. 3d 
·Battalion~ 187th Abn Inflllltry completed airlift to Dak Pek at 1215 hrs. 

· ·· At 1410, ·a squad from C Compn.ny, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry exchanged 
·fire with an estimated NVA sq_uad vic YB 928268. C Company re:l.nforced 
the :-squad end employed Tac Air l'nrl ·artillery. HQ, 1st Drittnlion, 22d 
Infantry moved from FSB 1/30 ·(YB 97~.67) t~ D:lk To Base. They were re-

.. · plnced by one company, 23D ARVN .Ranger Dnttalion. The move w~s com­
plete at 1020 hrs. 

D Company, 3d Datt~lion, 12th Infnntry in their r.ight defenaivc position 
on·. Hill 990 (YD 818247) begnn. to be probed at. 0230. Dy 0300 the com-

. :l)miy t-las receiving .. smnll nnns and mortar' fire in increasing intensi­
ty. At 0330 Spooky nrrive!f to ·flupport the ccntnct. At 0500, n.n es­
timat~d.NV.A. battnlion la.unched a ground assault fran tho north, south 
ana west •. :COntact t.:lpered cff by 0530 but- snipers continued "to ·harass 

' .the .position. Results:· 7 US KIA, 56 lVIA, 43 NVA KIA~· Throughout the 
·. dD.y, Hill 990 and 3d Dattnlion,l2th Infnntry FSD /129 (ID 839223) ro-

,ceivcd.a totnl or 100 plus roUnds miXed 120mm mortar, l05mm hoWitzer 
and 15rrrnl Recoilless Rifle firo. A CompanY', 3d Battalion, 6th Infantry 
,.,:.:\~ --'li -rli f.r""d +.n Ri J.J ppo -~ ·re:int'C\rc•, ·however the NVA attempted to 
interdict t~e lift llith 105mm_ ancl. 15li1lll Recoil.hss . .R:L.£3.0£. Ra:lnforcement 
l-:cs completocl Clt 311430 May. At 1240 hrs, D Compm1y, 3d Dattalion, 12th 
Infantry outpost observod 4 NVA·approaching thoir position. R.GDults: · 
1 NVA 1ru~, 3 fled tot he ncrth. 

31 ·~vtay. At 0012 - 0451 3d B<lttnlion, 8th Infnntry FSD #2S (YD 087291) received 
·total of 17 rounds of-82mm mortar fire., all outside the Perimeter. 
At 0247 A Company, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantr,y·located at FSD #5 
(YB.935108) received 35 rounds 82mm mortar fire from the southwest, all 
of which landed outside tho perimeter. From .0655-104.3, Com,any D, 3d 

·Battalion, 12tp Infantry on Hill 990 received apprcXimate~-12-15 rounds 
82mm mortar fire, one rotmd of which set off mortar ammunition that was 
stored in a bunker. Results: 11 US WIA.. At 1800 vic YD 865178, an 
H-23 helicopter crash lnndod for unknown reasons. Tho crew was extrac-
ted at 1830 hours. · ... , 

·. 
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During the ·first lift of Compnny A, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantryrs 
combat nssuult to YD 791219, t~ UH-l.H crc.shcd into the LZ requiring 
clements be inse~ted into the altornate LZ. Tho crc.:w was extracted 
with 1 individual injured~ At lD 855268, Company D, lat Dutt.."llion, 

. ·6th .Infantry found two NVA bodi.es estim~tecl to he two-three r.tonths 
·old. At YD 886296, Company c, 3rl ~~talion, 8th Infantr,y found one 

•. · · :NVA bod_v ostiniated to be one mcnth old. At YB 876293, Companies B 
. .- .. : · nnd ·.D, 3d Battalion, 8th Infm~try cnptured one ~IVA who idantified 

· )d.a -uni:b ~ bo'·{.he · 16th Trtt.nsportation Battalion, lOlD Rogiluont, 32.5C 
. , · tWA .Division.. ~o :Hoi Chnnhs wrilkod i'nto FSD #2.5 ct YD 637291. One . 

·' 

2 June 

3 June 

. . ·:. US was wounded fr~ Co=p.."lllY A, 3d DD.ttalion, 12th Inf~tcy when FSD 
#29 (lB ·839223) rec&tved 60 ~ of suspected lOQnm nrtillery fire. 

·At. YB 8282o6, a patro'l. frc•m Compnny D, .1st Battalion, 22d Infn.ntry 
. exch.'lnged smal;J. arms fi~e w:i. th seven NV .A.. The po trol wi thdrcw and 
artillery was employed, ·\J~le one US was wounded. At YD 8412J2, the 

.. Reconnaissance :Platoon, 3~. Dc."l.ttalicn, 12th Infantry found ono :t-.'VA KIA 
, estimated to be three cktys · ?ld~ At l421H, n Hoi Chanh walked into 
· FSD ·i/29, identifying his uni 'o ns 4th 13c.ttalion, 102d Regiment, J2.5C 

NVA Division. At YD 830193, \he Aero-Rifle Platoon from Troop D, 7th 
Squ£".dr.on, 17th Air·Onval.ry rec6vcrccl tlvo US :Hill. 'from downed Li.ght 

· obn~:r:v~-t.::i..on hlll:f.copter of 24 May, Individuals were confirm;;::d KIA. 
·; ........ At tho sruno location, the Aoro R:i.t:lo Platoon observed ten. NVA KIA 

estimated to oo two-three da;>o-s old, HQ, 1st Battalion, 22d Infru1try 
moved from Dale To base to FSD #12 (~n Hot) closing nt 140.5 hours. 

At YB 608278 Compan~ A, 1st Dattaliort, 35th Infantry ~~ttalion received 
2?-30 rounds ·or 82mm mortar fire resulting. in two US WIA. At Y.iJ 884303, 
Compruv B, 2d Battalion, .506th Inf.!lntr;y (ldrborne) mnde cont.nct with 
an NVA platoon in bunkcr.o. The enemy employed sm.:\11 arms't autanatic 
weapons, unknown tyiJe mortars, nnd 7.5ilun rocollless rifles, wotmd:i.ng 
11 US l-thile ten UVLL were ldJ~ecl. LLt Yn 046221 t.hC! necr:ro1aissnnce Pla-
tcon from 3d Battalion, 12th Ir.tf'<:.ntry foc.nCi erne liVA KIA ;..d. th t1vc D-41 
rocket J.aunchers and sevon ~J-hO rockei:.s. L'ltcr, thf~ s~1.!0 ltcc:cnnr.'ioet-.ncc 
rlatcon found cnc lNA killed b;}r nrtiJ.h;r~· nt YD B47223. A }1C.bo1 from· 
Conrpmy lL, 3d .;J.."ltto.Jion, 12th Jnf:mtry fcuncl. twc UVA bodies v.t YD 
039223. Tho CP of the 3d Ddc, lOlst Abn ::nd tho 2d 1lnttnl.:i.cn~~o6t.~ . 
Infantry (Abn) (-) moved from D.:\1~ Pek ~ D['.k To Dnsc, closinr, nt 17.50 
hours. · 

At YD 818299, tho point clement ··-r~om Company ~' Jd lhtt~-lion, Oth 
Irif:mtry received small :J.rms fire t)-om. nn e.otimntnd J2 1ndivic1tvds 
resulting in two US wounded. In tho. s~e arcc., Com,,nny D,. Jd Bat­
talion:, 8th Infantry ft·lmd one NVA body in a grave~. long Ronge l.,ntrol 
lC found tl-TO NVA bodies killed by air or n.rtillery. 2d Datt.:.o.lion, 
.506th Infantry moved their FSi3 £rom Dnk To n.~o by convoy to FSD #13 
(Yil 91925.5). . 

.... .' 



I 

... 

'GO 1\J ,.., e> e ;q .. ;.: ~ ~ 
4 June ,y A· truck from tho 1st Battalion, 22d Infnntry struck n mine wound­

ing one US at YB 086270. At Zf.. 200948 a north bound convoy was am­
bushed by ~ estimated NVA Company from the east c.ncl 't·Test· side of 
Highway.J.4N. Troop c, 2d Squadron, 1st Cavalry ·Regiment, Company 
n, 2d Dattallon, 8th Ini'antcy·rmd ten gunships from the 7th 
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, 4th Aviation Battalion, . ml.d the $2d 
Aviation Battalion provided support. Air strikes wore employed. 

· One. US. was·· killed in the CC"nto.ct, eight. US wounded, and 41. WTA . 
were· KIA. •. Companies A,· D, .and .C, lst Dattalion1 ·35th Infantry 

··-received a probe on their perimeter :o.t .YD 794274· b;r o.n ostim:~.t,Jd 
two NV/" :compo.nies, killing._three us, wlrl,.lo 23; US \-Jere. wounded. 11. 
sweep ·around the perimeter ·:round a total of two NVA . bodies • At 
YD .883303, Company A, 3d Dattali<m,. 8th Infantry found one NVA 

•.· ... ·body at ·YD 883303- At YD 706271 CoinpanyD, 3d Dattalion, 12th 
... , .. ' Inf'antr;r engaged en· estimnted two ·compaey· NVA. force wounding four 

· · · US.. Company. C,: 3d Dattalion, 12th Infontry engaged five NVA ond 
killed two at· YB 806303. Company A, 1st. Dattalion, 5o6th Infantry, 

: . . YD 935108,. received 20 rcunds of 122rnm mortar fire, o.ll of which 
la.nde~ outside the position. Counter mortar fire produced r. secondary 
eA~losion at .YD 942167. At·l915, rin nmbush frcm Compm~ C, 3d Dattal­
ioh, tith.I11fantry1YJ tiC:63031 aJabuahcd S NVA, killinr: two NVA • 

. . 
5 June At YD 60ll7G; Compenies D ~rid. D, 1st :Jnt'ii:J.li.on, 8th ·Infrintry received 

sp<.,radic· small rinns fire rosultin~ ~.n cne lNA KIA. 'l'ho Reccnnc.issnnce 
PUltcon frC"m tho 3d Datt.."llion, :.Jth Infantry found two NVA bodieD at 
YB 081292. Companies · !.l & c, 3d Dattnlion 12th Infantry swrept through 

· llll abandoned enemy bunker complEDC et YD 786271, the site cf the 4 
· June con:tact. One NY'A body, l·roaporis, and supplies liore found. :Umg 

· ·Rnngo Pntrol H2A found one VC at ZA 086720 believed l~illed by Spooky. 
·· 2d Dattaliqn, · ~d ARVN fotmd 2000 kg of rice nt ZD 026279. 1st Dat­

taJion, 35th Infantry moved.br ajx nnd convoy to Po~ei Klcng (ZA 020?35) 
and becrune OPCON 3d Drigade, 4th Infantry Division. 

6iJune Company D, Jd Dattalion, 8th Infantry found one NVA boc.ly at YD 008300, 
rnd another at YD 800305. At YD 823222, the. Reconnaissnnce Platoon 
f'rom 3d Dattallon, 12th Infantry captured one wounded NVA •. Individual 
indicated his unit to be ... 2)d Transportation Company, .2d Regiment, 32SC 
NVA Division. At YJ3 785227, Componies D and c, Jd Da.ttalion, 12th 
Infantry found a total of 16 NVA bodies in graves. In the sumo area 
a hospital canplex lli. th fcur opcr-'.lting rooms W£'.5 located. At YD 964786, 
Company A,· 3d D..'lttnJion, 107th Infantry (Abn) found three cbm~ged bull­
dozers • · In tho s::uno arec two US wore wlounded when an individual frcm 

· Co~a.ny Ia.' stepped on n · m:lno. 

7 June Trocp D, 7th.Squadron, 17th Air ~~vnlry killed three NVA ct YD 702296. 
At YD 957243, two ARVU H ... '1llgers v10re killed when they dotoimtcd n bcoby 
trap which they had eml?lnccd. Her.dhunter aircraft received .50 cal 
fire from YB 772268. at 1100, a-f.l!iClA Terun i/52 mnde contact· on on nt­
tem:9tod inaer'\iion nt YD 7o0303 •.. The te('Jll wc.s .~~tractccl nnd c.irstrikes 
were employed. · · · · ' 

~ c:a'- iii7'~- . ., . (' ~ tl•IF E/v//1-
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ll June l.st D.ti.ttalion, 22d Infantr-t rclic;;ved the Jcl Dt.ttalion, li:37th 
Infantry· (Airborne) at Dak Pek. 1\.t ZD l7002U, ~ northbound 
resupp:cy- COilVOY lm.S runbushod by Oll est:IJnD.ttid plc-.tcon Size force. 
Troop '~ 2d Squadron, 1st C.?.valry Rec:I.Jnent reactt:.t~ t,o the contnct 

'with two platoons, while four gunships 1.nitially supported the 
· fricn~ _forces.· One. wounded NVA was captured and .cne NVA was 
ldlled/lllile friendly losses wcro threo US KIA, and four US 
·~oun~de' ·At YD 797296, Company D, 3d Dattalion, 12th ·T.nfantcy 
:fotind one· NVA Jd.lled by t!rtillery or airstrike •. 3d Drigo.de lOlst 

· : · · .. .' ldrborne ·Advance Party d<:IJn rtcd Do.k To by C-130 aircraft enroute to 
·': · · Phuc Vinh. 

9 June .. · · : · 3d~ Dattalion, 187th Infantry. (Airborne) departed the Area of Op­
era~ions cnroute to Phuc Vinh. 3d Drignde CP and Company D, 2d Dat­
talion, .506th Infantry also doFarted enroute to Phuc Vinh and closed 

· at approXimately 1030. 2d Battalion, 506th Infantry moved from FSD 
1113 (YD 906323) to Dak To D.~se :md bege.n preparation fo:r redeployment. 

10 J\Ule A reinforced NYA company employing m~all arms, automatic weapons, 
hmld grenades nnd flame throwers initiated a r,round ntt,f.'.clt on 

·n June 

Company D, 1st Dnttalion, 22d Infantry locr.ted at YJ;l 910677. The 
enemy breached the perimeter nnd occupied three bmllters. Company 
D remniiled'in heavy: contact until 0300, with nrtillcry ll1l.d Spooky 
supporting. One US WL'.S killed, 22 US lwuncl.ed, ancl four NVA wero 
KIA in the contact. 3d Dattnlion, Oth Inf::tntry began moving to 
reinforce lDt Dattalion, 22d Infantry at Dak Pck. Dc.k Pck Special 
Force .Camp (YD 9.56686) received nn cst~ted 12 rounds of 02nun mortar 
fire, coupled with n ground probe by <ill cstimc.ted enemy squ~d size 
force. Three CSF wero wclmded r.nd cnc CSF Wt:'.s killed in tho action. 
At Jl~4o, Dnk Pok Crunp recci vod cne 122mm ro.tJ}(-t:'t l.Zhich lnndccl nenr 
the airstrip. GunsW.~s fired en the suspected lmmch site r.nd 
received he~vy ground fire fr0m YD 093693. Fire ~s returned and an 
::drstrike wa:J employed. 2d D~tt.alion, 506th Infantry depl•1ycd by 
C-130 from Dak To to Phuc.Vinll. The movement required 00 sorties 
and was completed at 1000. 

Three CSF were wo-..mded nt D.:lk Pole l.zhrm the Spcci.:-..1 Forces Cnmp 
rocoived 25 rounds of 82mm mortr.r fire. At. YD 016247, the 
Reconnaissance Plntoon, Jd Dt-.ttnlirJn, 12th Infantry found cnc 
NVA body. ii..t Dnk Pck, 3d Dattalicn, 8th Infrntry received 10 rounds 
of 82mm mort::·..r fire that impacted 2-300 meters e::>.st of tho ni'r­
fiold. There were no casualties. Two rounds of 122nun rockets were 
also fired from YD 920694 and .. l.:mdecl north .o~ the nirstrip • 

..... \ 
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]2 June At 1500H TF Mathews relinquished operational control of AO 

SPAATZ and AO CHEROKEE to 1st Drigode 4th Infantry Division. At 
' YD 09367S an airstrike wns employed by a Forward Air Controller 

.. · and Head Hunter aircraft, resulting in twc NVA ldlled by· air. Three 
US ··were . wounded when a UH-lD halloopter rocei ved .So caliber ground 
fire at:·lD 90S714. Company A, )d Dnttnlipn, Oth InfMtry received 

. · 32 rounds .of 02mm mortar firo at YD 913713, ldlling two US and 
wounding three US. Detwccn 134S-l410 D.'lk Pck rccei ved ten l22mm 
rockets on.the airstrip •. Cider 12 observed 6 rocket positions at 

·· ·YD 80473S that. were occupied ·2 positions were destroyed by airStrikas. 
Compaey A, 3d Dattalion, Oth Infantry at Im.k Pe~ had 2, US KIA by 
one 02mm mortar round. A patrol from Cmnpany A, 3d Dattalion, 12th 
Infantry made eontact with estimated 6 NVA at YD OOS271. Results: 

i 2 NVA KIA. . 
j. • 
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FlJKOO '1,.::68 to orolm. 11-68 (Lucas Groen) 
. ~ . ' ; ' . : . 

. TJ\Slt.. ORG1J:!IZ4.'riON 1 ... . . . . . 
1St Bde 

3/6 Inf 
3/12 Int 

'3d Bde, lOlst 

· i/506 Abn rn.r 
·2/So6 Int . 
3/187 Abn ±n£ (~) 

.· . ... 
I.: 

1/3S Int. (Eft D-Dq) 
6/29 Arty (DS) 

c, h/1!2 Arty (IS) 
A Det, Bon ~o'\i .. CSF.! 

1/22 Inf · ' : ! • 

1/8 In! (~) (Eff ~70800 May) 

. . .. ,,, Plt 1 ARVN Ranger Bn .. · -~ ; :·. 
"c, 2/1 Cav (-) · · 

. . . . ;; · . Plt; B, 2/1 Cav 
.. 

1~ . (C) . TF MA51DiS continues operations to destroy the 325C NVA t~tv·· nnd 
other anomy forces in AO MA'.CHE\·lS by conducting a 3 bat-i:.nlion assault t'lest,. 
North and Southwest of Ben Het'on ~Day followed by a battalion sizod assault 
on D+l and an exploitation assault o/a'D+3. · · 

'.' _•4 •• 

2. (C) lst Bdoa 

a. Secure Objective 1 (Hill 990) ana Objective 3 (Hill 900) with 
simultaneous combat nssaults on D-Day. 

b. EstD.blish liaism• with A. Dot, Ben Het CSF Camp and coord CSF ·Opn to 
secure lti.ll 705 West of Ben Hot ~F· Camp beginning H+2 hrs. . . 

c. ·Be propered to secure Objective 2 on D+l. 

d. Bo proparcd to secure Obj::l cti vc 4 on D+2. 

e. Bo pre1nred to release OPCON 1 Bn to 3d Bdo, lOlst for exploitntion 
West of FSB #15. 

'). (C) 3d Bde, lOJ.Bt: 

a. Sect~e Dak To, FSB•s along Rte 512, and Bridge (FSB) 3. 

b. Socuro LLOC from Kontum to Dak To and Da.k To West to. FSB 13. 

c.· Secure Objoctivo 5 (Hill 1309 at YB 825152) on D-Day after compio~ion 
of combat assault to ·objective 1 by 1st Bde. 

·d. Be prepared to relieve/rein£ 2/42d ARVN NE of Dnk To. 

Incl 5 
•. .. ... i 

''·.: 
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FRAOO l-68 to OPORD 11-68 (inc as :Green) ( Cont) 

e. Bo preparod to reliovo/roinf Da.k Soang and Dak Pok CSF Camps. 

f. Bo propnred t~ rocoivo 1 Bn, 1st Bdo to exploit contacts W~st of 
FSB lS. 

g. Be prepared to :rel-ease 2/5o6 Abn Inf to 1st Bde to secure Objective 4 
o/a D+2. · · · 

4. (C) COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS: .. 
a. D-Iay is 27 May. 

b~. nmllurn .. · ... · .. 
c •. Submit atia.tio~ roq~;Lremcnts NLT 1700 hr.a t.he day prior • 

. d. Mnneuver·units will havo helicopter air cover at all.times while· . 
J)lOV;tng overlnnd ..... 

.. • I . • .. •. 

e. Minimize radio trnf'fic until H-Hour. 

f. AO in accordance with OPORD 11-68. 

, .. 
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CO!'Y of. ____ Copies 
TF M!\Tlm1;lS 
Dnk To, R~m 
2 80030 MAY 68 

, FRAGO 2-68 to OPORD 11-68 (HATHEVJS) 

1. Major NVA forces threaten USSF Camp nt Druc Pck. TF Mathews continues oper­
ations in tresont A01 and airlifts Battalion Tnsk Forces to AO CHEROKEE under 
OPCON 3d Bdo 1 lOl.Bt • 

2. l/4: 

a. Cont pros mission. 

b. Assume 1-t.O of 3/101 effectlve 280100 Hay 68. 

c. Assume OPCON of l-22 Inf 1 1-5o6 Abn Inf 1 3-137 Abn Inf P.nd C/2-1 Cav 
effective 280100 ~Y 68. 

d. Re1oaso 1-35 Inf eflec·i:.ive 280600 Hny 68. 

o. Be prop to ro1oaso 3-187 Abn Inf to 3/101. 

f. Be J?rep to assume OPCOll of o1emonts of 42d AHVN. 

3. 3/101: 

a. Re1cnse 1-22 Inf1 1-506 Abn Inf, 3-187 Abn Inf (-) c:1.nd C/2-1 Cnv effective 
280100 May 68. 

b. Asswno OPCOl~ 1-35 Inf ef.feetivo 280600 May 68. 

c. Move to Dak Pek l-r.lth 1 bn, assume OPCOH of AO CHEROKEJJ: and destroy en 
forcos in area. Movo 2d bn on order. 

d. Assume OPCON of USSF A Dot, Dak Pek. 

o. Be propr.tred to assume OPCON of 2 1-ISF Cor s on closure of J-ISF to Dak .Pck. 

4. COORDIN11.'1'nTG INSTRUCTIONS: 

a. Log buildup will be supportcc~ by USAF lift. 

b. AO CHEROKEE botmded by:. ZB 1090, ZB 1055, ZB 55 grid line West to border, 
ZB 90 grid line West to border. 

•• 
Inclosure 6 
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FRA.G0 2-68 to OPOHD 11-68 (f.!li.TH.i!WS) ( Cont) 

c. Operc:.tion Lucns Qrr;Jon ronCJnecl Ope:r.:tticns MAT!M'lS. 
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TF MJ..Tillii'JS 
Dak To, RVN 
022100 Jun 68 

FRAGO .3-68 to OPORD 11-68 (Mli.THEl'TS) 
. . 

1. Ehomy threat Northl-tcst of Ben Hot CSF Camp continues while the threat to 
lhk Pak has been reduced. 1st NVA Div continues to threaten positions nnd instal­
lations in the Kontum area. 

2~ lst Bde: 

a. Phase I: 

(i) Assume OPCON 2/506 l.bn W (-) upon closure Dak To on 2 Jun. 

(2) · Cd·li CA l·lith 2/.506 Abn Inf (-) on 3 Jun to secure Hill 1043 (YB C832) 
and edt RIF to NW and West. 

. b. Fhaso IT: 

(1) Continue offensive operations West of Bon Hot to engage and destroy 
tho 325C NVlt. Division. Sweep dr.:>.ws and suspected bnso areas West of Bon Het. 

(2) Prepare to releose l/.5o6 Abn Inf to 3/lOlst ut 030600 Jun 68. 

(3) Prepare to move 1/3.5 Inf to Poloi Klang on 5 Jw1 and CHOP to 3d Bde, 
4th Bde on closure. 

(4) Prepare to airlift 2 Cots, 1/22 Inf to FOlci Klang on 6 Jun. 

(5) Prepare to relieve 3/187 Abn Inf in D...1.l.< Pck 1-1i th Bn ( -2 Co's) o/a 
8 Jun. 

c. Phase III : 

(1) Roli0vo 3/101 on Rocket Ri.(lgo and ossu.mc control of 3/101 AO. 

(2) Secure FSBts 1, 3, .5, 6, 25, 29, and 30. 

(3) Protect Dak To and Dak Pck. 

(4) Celt RIF opns within capability. 

3. 3d Bdo, lOlst: 

a.· Phnse I: 

(1) Release 2/506 Abn (Inf (-) to 1st Bdc 2 Juno. 

(2) Protect Dc.k Pek with Bn Tasl< Force. 

Inclosure 7 . .. . .. ... "" 
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FRA.GO .)-68 to OPORD 11-68 (ML\TH:E\'lS) ( Cont) 

b. :Fhase IIr 

(1) Assume OPCON 1/506 Abn In! 030600 Juno. 

(2) Coordinate operntion ~long connecting boundaries with 42d ARVN Rogt. 

(3) Prepare to receive 2/5o6 Abn Inf· (-) o/a 8 Jun. 

(4) Praparo to extract .3/187 Abn Inf from Dak Pek. 

c. Phase III: 

Prepare to revert pnrent unit control o/a. 8 Jun. 

h. Coordin~ting Instruction: 

Opns overlay (Annex A) effoctivo 030600H Jun. 
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Dak To, RVN 
080800 June 68 

FRAGO 4-68 to oroRD ll-68 (MATHEWS) 

1. TF MATHEWS continuos to pursue NVA forcoo West of Bon Hot and SW of Da.k To 
and continues to protect Dak Pek with 1 Bn Task Forco. 

2. 1st Bde: 

a. . Cont present ~n of destroying units of 325C NVIL Di v in AO. 

b. Relieve· 3/10lst units in Dak Pok with Bn Taok Force end assmno OPCON 
AO CHBROKEE on 8 Jun. Protect Dale Pek Md destroy enemy forces in AO CHEROKEE. 

·c. Exploit B-52 strikes vic FSB 28 with minimum force of 2 companies on 9 
Jun. 

de Reliovo 1/506 .lbn Inf em FSB 5 aad FSB 6 beginning 9 Juno 

e. Assume OPCCN 3/101 .flO vic ·Dak To en order. 

f • Exploit B-52 strikes vic Hill 1043 (YB 7630) wit.h b..-..M·.o..lion for co on order. 

3. 3d Bde, 101st: 

a. Deplcy fran· AO MJ\.THE':JS 9-11 Jun. 

b. Relooso OPCON AO CHEROKEE to 1st Bdc 8 Jun. · 

c. Relonse OPCON li..O vic Dak To to 1st Bdo on order. 

d. Revert II Field Force control on departure DD.k To. 

4. CCORDINli.Tnm lNSTRUCTION: 

Sortie schodule for departure 3/lOlst: 

9 Jun - 50 
10 Jun - 50 
11 Jun- 14 
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COMBAT AF'l'iill .:..CTION fu:JU!Ll' - OP.l!..Rt\TION h.S&.WS 

TITLE 

NtM.1i.: AND TYPE OF OP_J!;JkTION 

DniliS OF OP..l!JU\TION 

LQC,;.TlvN 

CONTROL.~.DQUaRT£RS 

MPl.Rl'ING vFFIC3RS 

INT&J..IGE.a.JC.C: . 

MISSION 

CONCJ:J'T ·OF OP.l!;Hn'l'ION 

~UTI ON 

SUPPOitTING FORCJ!.S 

R.t!SULTS 

AiltlNISTRrl.TIV .t:. MJ,'£TJJ.iiS 

SPJ:!.CiaL .EQUIPh.t:.NT rt!lD T..::.CHNI .J.Ul!S 

LESSONS LE..RNLID AND .fL...Cvi:iH.t.lW .. TiuNS 

INCWSU~ 

1 

2 

PJ.Jil\. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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